SESSION LAWS, 1953.

CHAPTER 267.

[ H. B. 429. ]

PUBLIC HOSFITAL DISTRICTS.

AN Acrt relating to public hospital districts; adding three new
sections to chapter 70.44, RCW, and amending section 70-
.44.040, RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:

Secrion 1. Chapter 70.44, RCW, as derived from
chapter 264, Laws of 1945, as last amended, is
amended by adding thereto a new section to read as
follows:

Any petition for the formation of a public hospital
district may describe an area lying in more than one
county, the boundaries of which shall follow the then
existing precinct boundaries and not divide a voting
precinct; and if a petition is filed with the county
auditor of the respective counties in which a portion
of the proposed district is located, containing not less
than ten percent of the voters of that area of each
county of the proposed district who voted at the last
general election, certified by the said respective audi-
tors in like manner as for a county wide district, the
board of county commissioners of each of the coun-
ties in which a portion of the proposed district is
located shall fix a date for a hearing on the petition,
and shall publish the petition, without the signatures
thereto appended, for two weeks prior to the hearing,
together with a notice stating the time of the meet-
ing when the petition will be heard. The publication
required by this chapter shall be in a newspaper pub-
lished in the portion of each county lying within the
proposed district, or if there be no such newspaper
published in any such portion of a county, then in
one published in the county wherein such portion of
said district is situated, and of general circulation in
the county. The hearing before the respective county
commissioners may be adjourned from time to time
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not exceeding four weeks in all. If upon the final
hearing the respective boards of county commission-
ers find that any land has been unjustly or improp-
erly included within the proposed district they may
change and fix the boundary lines of the portion of
said district located within their respective counties
in such manner as they deem reasonable and just and
conducive to the welfare and convenience, and enter
an order establishing and defining the boundary lines
of the proposed district located within their respec-
tive counties: Provided, That no lands shall be in-
cluded within the boundaries so fixed lying outside
the boundaries described in the petition, except upon
the written request of the owners of the land to be
so included. Thereafter the same procedure shall be
followed as prescribed for the formation of a district
including an entire county, except that the petition
and election shall be confined solely to the portions
of each county lying within the proposed district.

SEC. 2. Section 70.44.040, RCW, as derived from
section 5, chapter 264, Laws of 1945, as last amended
by section 1, chapter 229, Laws of 1947, is amended
to read as follows:

The provisions of Title 54 relating to elections,
vacancies, procedure of the commission and bound-

~aries and consolidation of public utility districts

shall govern public hospital districts, except that the
total vote cast upon the proposition to form the dis-
trict shall exceed forty percent of the total number
of votes cast in the precincts comprising the districts
at the next preceding general state and county elec-
tion, and except that hospital district commissioners
shall hold office for the term of six years and until
their successors are elected and qualified, each term
to commence on the second Monday in January in
each year following the election. At the election at
which the proposition is submitted to the voters as
to whether a district shall be formed, three commis-
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sioners shall be elected to hold office, respectively,
for the terms of two, four, and six years. All candi-
dates shall be voted upon by the entire district, and
the candidate residing in commissioner district num-
ber one receiving the highest number of votes in the
hospital district shall hold office for the term of six
years; the candidate residing in commissioner dis-
trict number two receiving the highest number of
votes in the hospital district shall hold office for the
term of four years; and the candidate residing in
commissioner district number three receiving the
highest number of votes in the hospital district shall
hold office for the term of two years. Each term
shall date from the time above specified following
the election, but shall also include the period inter-
vening between the election and the beginning of
the regular terms specified in this section: Provided,
That in public hospital districts encompassing por-
tions of more than one county, the total vote cast
upon the proposition to form the district shall exceed
forty percent of the total number of votes cast in
each portion of each county lying within the pro-
posed district at the next preceding general county
election. The portion of said proposed district lo-
cated within each county shall constitute a separate
commissioner district. There shall be three district
commissioners whose terms shall be six years. Each
district shall be designated by the name of the county
in which it is located. All candidates for commis-
sioners shall be voted upon by the entire district.
Not more than one commissioner shall reside in any
one district: Provided further, That in the event
there are only two districts then two commissioners
may reside in one district. The term of each com-
missioner shall commence on the second Monday in
January in each year following his election. At the
election at which the proposition is submitted to the
voters as to whether a district shall be formed, three
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commissioners shall be elected to hold office, respec-
tively, for the terms of two, four, and six years. The
candidate receiving the highest number of votes
within the district, as constituted by said election,
shall serve a term of six years; the candidate re-
ceiving the next highest number of votes shall hold
office for a term of four years; and the candidate
receiving the next highest number of votes shall
hold office for a term of two years: Provided fur-
ther, That the holding of each such term of office
shall be subject to the residential requirements for
district commissioners hereinbefore set forth in this
paragraph.

Sec. 3. Chapter 70.44, RCW, as derived from
chapter 264, Laws of 1945, as amended, is amended
by adding thereto a new section to read as follows:

Two or more contiguous hospital districts,
whether the territory therein lies in one or more
counties, may consolidate by following the procedure
outlined in chapter 35.10, RCW, with reference to
consolidation of cities and towns.

Skec. 4. Chapter 70.44, RCW, as derived from chap-
ter 264, Laws of 1945, as last amended, is amended
by adding thereto a new section to read as follows:

A hospital district may annex territory outside
the existing boundaries of such district and con-
tiguous thereto, whether the territory therein lies
in one or more counties, under the procedure ap-
plicable to annexation of unincorporated areas as
provided in chapter 35.12, RCW. '

VPéssed the House March 6, 1953.
Passed the Senate March 10, 1953.
- Approved by the Governor March 23, 1953.
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