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of the board and shall perform such other duties as
shall be prescribed by the board or by law, and shall
take and subscribe an official oath similar to that
taken and subscribed by the fire commissioners which
oath shall be filed in the same office as that of the
commissioners.

Passed the Senate March 7, 1965.
Passed the House March 9, 1965.
Approved by the Governor March 20, 1965.

CHAPTER 113.
[ Senate Bill No. 213. ]
COUNTIES—CONTRACTS—PURCHASES—BIDS.

AN Acrt relating to county contracts; amending section 36.32.250;
chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.32.250.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:

SecTIoN 1. Section 36.32.250, chapter 4, Laws of
1963 and RCW 36.32.250 are each amended to read
as follows:

No contract or purchase shall be entered into by
the board of county commissioners or by any elected
or appointed officer of such county until after bids
have been submitted to the board of county commis-
sioners upon specifications therefor. Such specifica-
tions shall be in writing and shall be filed with the
clerk of the board for public inspection, and an ad-
vertisement thereof stating the date after which bids
will not be received, the character of the work to be
done, or material, equipment, or service to be pur-
chased, and that specifications therefor may be seen
at the office of the clerk of the board, shall be pub-
lished in the county official newspaper. Such adver-
tisement shall be published at least once in each week
for two consecutive weeks prior to the last date upon
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which bids will be received and as many additional
publications as shall be determined by the board.
The bids shall be in writing, shall be filed with the
clerk, shall be opened and read in public at a meeting
of the board on the date named therefor in said ad-
vertisement, and after being opened, shall be filed for
public inspection. No bid shall be considered for pub-
lic work unless it is accompanied by a bid deposit
in the form of a surety bond, postal money order,
cash, cashier’s check, or certified check in an amount
equal to five per cent of the amount of the bid pro-
posed. The contract for the public work or purchase
shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder;
taking into consideration the quality of the articles or
equipment to be purchased. Any or all bids may be
rejected for good cause. The board shall require from
the successful bidder for such public work a contrac-
tor’s bond in the amount and with the conditions im-
posed by law. Should the bidder to whom the con-
tract is awarded fail to enter into the contract and
furnish the contractor’s bond as required within ten
days after notice of the award, exclusive of the day
of notice, the amount of the bid deposit shall be for-
feited to the county and the contract awarded to the
next lowest and best bidder. The bid deposit of all
unsuccessful bidders shall be returned after the con-
tract is awarded and the required contractor’s bond
given by the successful bidder is accepted by the
board. In the letting of any contract or purchase in-
volving less than one thousand dollars advertise-
ment and competitive bidding may be dispensed with
on order of the board of county commissioners. No-
tice of intention to let contracts or to make purchases
involving amounts exceeding one hundred dollars
and less than one thousand dollars, shall be posted by
the board of county commissioners on a bulletin
board in its office not less than three days prior to
making such purchase or contract. Wherever pos-
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sible, supplies shall be purchased in quantities for a
period of at least three months, and not to exceed
one year. Supplies generally used throughout the
various departments shall be standardized insofar
as possible.

Passed the Senate March 7, 1965.
Passed the House March 10, 1965.
Approved by the Governor March 20, 1965.

CHAPTER 114.

[ Senate Bill No. 219. ]
CITIES AND TOWNS—PUBLIC WORKS—PURCHASES—
BIDS.

AN Acr relating to cities and towns; amending section 35.23.352,
chapter 7, Laws of 1965 (Senate Bill No. 3) and RCW 35-
.23.352.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:

SecTION 1. Section 35.23.352, chapter 7, Laws of
1965 (Senate Bill No. 3) and RCW 35.23.352 are each
amended to read as follows:

Any city or town of the second, third or fourth
class may construct any public work or improvement
by contract or day labor without calling for bids
therefor whenever the estimated cost of such work
or improvement, including cost of materials, supplies
and equipment will not exceed the sum of five thou-
sand dollars. Whenever the cost of such public work
or improvement, including materials, supplies and
equipment, will exceed five thousand dollars, the
same shall be done by contract. All such contracts
shall be let at public bidding upon posting notice
calling for sealed bids upon the work. Such notice
thereof shall be posted in a public place in the city or
town and by publication in the official newspaper
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