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CHAPTER 135.
[Engrossed House Bill No. 133.]

WATER DISTRICTS.
AN ACT relating to water districts; authorizing the leasing out

of real property; amending section 1, chapter 111, Laws of
1963 and RCW 57.08.065; and adding a new section to
chapter 57.08 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Washington:

Section 1. There is added to chapter 57.08 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

A water district may lease out real property
which it owns or in which it has an interest and
which is not immediately necessary for its purposes
upon such terms as the board of water commission-
ers deem proper: Provided, That no such lease shall
be made until the water district has first caused
notice thereof to be published twice in a newspape r
in general circulation in the water district, the first
publication to be at least fifteen days and the second
at least seven days prior to the making of such
lease, which notice shall describe the property pro-
posed to be leased out, to whom, for what purpose,
and the rental to be charged theref or. A hearing
shall be held pursuant to the terms of the said no-
tice, at which time any and all persons who may be
interested shall have the right to appear and to be
heard.

No such lease shall be for a period longer than
twenty-five years, and each lease of real property
shall be secured by a bond conditioned to perform
the terms of such lease with surety satisfactory to
the commissioners, in a penalty not less than the
rental for one-sixth of the term: Provided, That the
penalty shall not be less than the rental for one year
where the term is one year or more. In a lease, the
term of which exceeds five years, and when at the
option of the commissioners, it is so stipulated in the
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lease, the commission shall accept, with surety satis-
factory to it, a bond conditioned to perform the
terms of the lease for some part of the term, in no
event less than five years (unless the remainder of
the unexpired term is less than five years, in which
case for the full remainder) and in every such case
the commissioners shall require of the lessee, an-
other or other like bond to be delivered within two
years, and not less than one year prior to the expi-
ration of the period covered by the existing bond,
covering an additional part of the term in accord-
ance with the foregoing provisions in respect to the
original bond, and so on until the end of the term so
that there will always be in force a bond securing
the performance of the lease, and the penalty in
each bond shall be not less than the rental for one-
half the period covered thereby, but no bond shall
be construed to secure the furnishing of any other
bond.

The commissioners may accept as surety on any
bond required by this section, either an approved
surety company or one or more persons satisfactory
to the commissioners, or in lieu of such bond may
accept a deposit as security of such property or col-
lateral or the giving of such other form of security
as may be satisfactory to the commissioners.

Sec. 2. The authority granted in section 1 hereof Prerequisites.

shall not be exercised by the board of water com-
missioners unless such property is declared by reso-
lution of the board of commissioners to be property
for which there is a future need by the district and
for the use of which provision is made in the com-
prehensive plan of the water system of the district
as the same may be amended from time to time.

Sec. 3. Section 1, chapter 111, Laws of 1963 and RCW 57.08.065

RCW 57.08.065 are each amended to read as follows: amnended.

In addition to the powers now given water dis-
tricts by law, they shall also have power to es-
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tablish, maintain and operate a mutual water and
sewer system or a separate sewer system within
their water district area in the same manner as pro-
vided by law for the doing thereof in connection
with water supply systems.

In addition thereto, a water district constructing,
maintaining and operating a sanitary sewer system
may exercise all the powers permitted to a sewer
district under RCW Title 56, including, but not lim-
ited to, the right to compel connections to the dis-
trict's system, liens for delinquent sewer connection
charges or sewer service charges, and all other pow-
ers presently exercised by or which may be hereaf -
ter granted to such sewer districts: Provided, That
no water district shall proceed to exercise the pow-
ers herein granted to establish, maintain, construct
and operate any sewer system without first obtain-
ing written approval and certification of necessity so
to do from the state of Washington pollution control
commission and department of health. Any compre-
hensive plan for a system of sewers or addition
thereto or betterment thereof shall be approved by
the same county and state officials as are required to
approve such plans adopted by a sewer district.
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