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1959 and to chapter 74.08 ROW a new section to read as follows:

The department is authorized to promulgate rules and regula-

tions establishing eligibility for alternate living arrangements, in-

cluding minimum standards of care, based upon need for personal care

and supervision beyond the level of board and room only, but less

than the level of care required in a hospital or a skilled nursing

home as defined in the federal Social Security Act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. There is added to chapter 26,Laws of

1959 and to chapter 74.08 ROW a new section to read as follows:

The department may purchase such personal and special care at

reasonable rates established by the department from substitute homes

and intermediate care facilities providing this service is in com-

pliance with standards of care established by the regulations of the

department.
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Passed the Senate April 9, 1969
Approved by the Governor April 24, 1969
Filed in office of Secretary of State April 24, 1% 9

CHAPTER 173
[Substitute House Bill No. 377]

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE--ADMINIISTPATION--
ELIGIBILITY--EDICAL CARE--

DEPENDENT C HI LDREN

AN ACT Relating to public assistance; amending section 7)4.o4.055,

chapter 26, Laws of' 1959 as last amended by section 1, chapter

2, laws of' 1965 ex. sess. and RCW 7)4.04.00,5; amending section

7)4.04.290, chapter 26, Laws of' 1959 and RCW 7)4.04.290; adding

a new section to chapter 26, Laws of' 1959 and to chapter 7)4.04

ROW; amending section 74.0)4.011, chapter 26, Laws of' 1959 and

ROW 74.0)4.011; amending section 74.08.090, chapter 26, Laws of'

1959 arnd RCW 7)4.08.090; amending section 74.08.060, chapter 26,

Laws of' 1959 and RCW 7)4.08.060; amending section 17, chapter

228, Laws of' 1963 and RCW 74.08.390; amending section 74.09-

.180, chapter 26, Laws of' 1959 and ROW 74.09.180; amending sec-

tion 5, chapter 30, Laws of' 1967 ex. sess. and ROW 74.09.520;
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Ch. 173

adding new sections to chapter 26, Laws of 1959 and to chapter

74.09 RCW; amending section 74.12.010, chapter 26, Laws of 1959

as last amended by section 1, chapter 37, Laws of 1965 ex. sess.

and RCW 74.12.010; amending section 6, chapter 206, Laws of

1963 and ROW 7)4.20.210; amending section 7, chapter 206, Laws

of 1963 and RCW 74.20.220; adding new sections to chapter 26,

Laws of 1959 and to chapter 7)4.20 RCW; amending section 7)4.04-

.300, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 and RCW 74.0)4.300; repealing

section 11, chapter 322, Laws of 1959 as amended by section 4,

chapter 206, Laws of 1963 and ROW 74.20.100; and repealing sec-

tion 14, chapter 206, Laws of 1963 and ROW 74.20.290.

BE IT EXACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Section 1. Section 74.0)4.005, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 as

last amended by section 1, chapter 2, Laws of 1965 ex. sess. and RCW

74.0)4.005 are each amended to read as follows:

For the Purposes of this title, unless the context indicates

otherwqise, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) "Public assistance" or "assistance"--Public aid to per-

sons in need thereof for any cause, including services, medical care,

assistance grants, disbursing orders, work relief, general assistance

and federal-aid assistance.

(2) "Department"--The department of public assistance.

(3) "County off ice"--The administrative office for one or

more counties.

(4) "Director"--The director of the state department of pub;-

lic assistance.

(5) "Federal-aid assistance"--The specific categories of as-

sistance for which provision is made in any federal law existing or

hereafter passed by which payments are made fzfom the federal govern-

ment to the state in aid or in respect to payment by the state for.

public-assistance rendered to any category of needy persons, includ-

ing old age assistance, medical assistance ((ter-the-aged)), aid to
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families with dependent children, aid to the permanently and totally

disabled persons, aid to the blind, child welfare services, ((med-i,-

eare-eerviee,.)) and any other programs of public assistance for

which provision for federal funds or aid may from time to time be made.

(6) "General assistance"--Shall include aid to unemployable

persons and unemployed employable persons who are not eligible to re-

ceive or age not receiving federal-aid assistance.

(a) Unemployable persons are those persons who by reason of

bodily or mental infirmity or other cause are substantially incapaci-

tated from gainful employment.

(b) Unemployed employable persons are those persons who al-

though capable of gainful employment are unemployed.

(7) "Medical indigents"--Are persons without income or re-

sources sufficient to secure necessary medical services.

the- atme, -doa rd-en e-efpO4e- s As-e eae-des -wieka- te-.'state -e r

eeal-gey-nfees-i ea-eeie!'o-whniek a-ereate-ndra

49+.)) JLgj "Applicant"--Any person who has made a request, or

on behalf of whom a request has been made, to any county office for

assistance.

(N10 ). 9 Regipient"--Any person receiving assistance or

currently approved to receive assistance at any future date and in

addition those dependents whose needs are included in the recipient's

grant.

((4L4.) (1) Requirement"--Items of 'goods and services in-
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cluded in the state department of public assistance standards of as-

sistance and required by an applicant or recipient to maintain a de-

fined standard of living.

((4-(-2})) (11) "Resource"--Any asset, tangible or intangible,

owned by or available to the applicant at the time of application,

which can be applied toward meeting the applicant's need, either

directly or by conversion into money or its equivalent: PROVIDED,

That an applicant may retain the following described resources and

not be ineligible for public assistance because of such resources.

(a) A home, which is defined as real property owned and used

by an applicant or recipient as a place of residence, together with a

reasonable amount of property surrounding and contiguous thereto,

which is used by and useful to the applicant. Whenever a recipient

shall cease to use such property for residential purposes, either for

himself or his dependents, the property shall be considered as income

which can be made available to meet need, and if the recipient or his

dependents absent themselves from the home for a period of ninety

consecutive days such absence, unless due to hospitalization or

health reasons, shall raise a presumption of abandonment: PROVIDED,

That if in the opinion of three physicians the recipient wili be

unable to return to the home during his lifetime, and the home is not

occupied by a spouse or dependent children or disabled sons or daugh-

ters, such property shall be considered as income which can be made

available to meet need.

(b) Household furnishings and personal clothing used aniuseful

to the person.

(c) ((Am)) AutomobileA.s) used and useful ((te-the-persen)).

(d Cash of not to exceed two hundred dollars for a single per-

son or four hundred dollars for a family unit of two, or marketable

securities of such value. This maximum shall be increased by twenty-

five dollars for each additional member of the family unit.

(e) Life insurance having a cash surrender value. ((Bee-ln-ex-
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eess-ef-five-hundred-dellars-fer-a-single-peren-er-ene-theusand-del-

Iers-fer-a-family-unit-t--PROVIEB-That-4+-The-pplieent-enters inte

a-written-egreement-with-the-stete-department-ef-publie-assistenee-

that--uniess-he-ebtains-the-eensent-ef-the-department--he-will-nett

vie--Surrender-bhe-isurenee-eentret-#er-4ts-eash-vue-ab}--Assign

he-insuanee-eenreet-er-te-preeeedst--e}--Ghenge-the-benefitery

under-the-4nsuranee-eentraet-d--2}--he-beneeiersy-nder-the-ineur-

anee-eentraet-enaers-inte-a-writtei-agreemet-wth-the-state-depart-

ment-ef-publie-essistanee-that-he-will-pay-all-eeste-aeeessary-te-pre-

vide-a-deeent-buriai-fer-the-appicant-unless-his-designatien-es-bene-

fietary-under-the-insuranee-eentreet-ie-ehanged-with-the-eensent-ef

the-departmentt--PR9VIBBB-FURTHER 7-That-if-by-the-terms-ef-the-peliey

er-eperatien-ei-iaw-the-appiceant-is-unable-te-ehange-the-benefiiary-

designated-in-the-peliey7 -and-the-benefieiary-refuses-er-is-unable-te

agree-te-previde-a-buriai-fer-the-eppeecne 7 -the-peiey-sha11-be-een-

sidered-n-exempt-reearse7 -but-Uhe-department-by-ruie-and-regulabien

shall-deerease-the-maximaum-eash-surrender-value-allewed-by-the-emeunt

ef-eash-held-by-the-persea-er-the-family-under-4*-aeve-))

(f) Other personal property and belongings which are used and

useful or which have great sentimental value to the applicant or re-

cipient.

Whenever such person ceases to make ,use of any of the property

specified in items (b), (c) and (f) of this section, the same shall be

considered as income available to meet need: PROVIDED, .That the de-

partment may by rule and regulation exempt such ersonal property and

belongings which can be used by the applicant or recipient to decrease

his need for public assistance or aid in rehabilitating him or his de-

pendents.

(g) The department shall by rule and regulation fix the ceiling

value for the individual or family unit for all property and belong-

ings as defined in items (c),.(d) and (e) of this section. in estab-

lishing such ceiling, the department shall establish a sliding scale
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based upon the family size. If an applicant for or recipient of pub-

lic assistance possesses property and belongings in excess of the

ceiling value, such value shall be used in determining the need of

the applicant or recipient: PROVIDED, That in the determination of

need of applicants for or recipients of general assistance no re-

sources or income shall be considered as exempt per se, but the de-

partment may by rule and regulation adopt standards which will permit

the exemption of the home and personal property and belongings from

consideration as an available resource or income when such re-

sources or income are determined to be necessary to the applicant's or

recipient's restoration to independence.

(-1*) (12) "Income"--All appreciable gains in real or per-

sonal property (cash or kind) or other assets, which are received by

or become available for use and enjoyment by an applicant or recipient

after applying for or receiving public assistance: PROVIDED, That all

necessary expenses that may reasonably be attributed to the earning of

income shall be considered in determining net income ((v--'he-deparnt-

the-ehl-1d)): PROVIDED FURTHER, That the department may by rule and

regulation exempt income received by an applicant for or recipient of

public assistance which can be used by him to decrease his need for

public assistance or to aid in rehabilitating him or his dependents,

but such exemption shall not, unless otherwise provided in this title

exceed the exemptions of resources granted under this chapter to an

applicant for public assistance: PROVIDED FURTHIER, That in determin-

ing the amount of assistance to which a recipient of aid to the blind

is entitled or to which any dependent of such recipient may be en-

titled under any category of public assistance, the department is

hereby authorized to disregard as a resource or income the first

eighty-five dollars per m~onth of any earned income plus one-half of

earned income in excess of eighty-five dollars per month and for a
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pe-riod of not in excess of thirty-six months such additional amounts

of other income and resources, in the case of an individual who has a

plan for achieving self-support approved by the department, as may~ be

necessary for the fulfillment of such plan of such blind recipient

who is otherwise eligible for an aid to the blind grant: PROVIDEnD

FURTHER, That in determining the amojunt of assistance to which a re-

cipient of aid to families with dependent children is entitled, the

department is hereby authorized to disregard as a resource or income

(a) with respect to a child who is not a full time employee and who is

a full time or part time student attending a school, collegqe, or uni-

versity, or a course of vocational or technical training designed to

fit him for gainful employment, all of the earned income of such cbild;

a nd (b) with respect to any other dependent child, adult, or other

perso~n in the home whose needs are taken into account in making such

determination, the first thirty dollars of the total of their earned

income for such month and one-third of the remainder : PROVIDED PtTP-

TH7.R, The department may permit the above exemption of earnings of a

child to be retained by such child to cover the cost of special future

identifiable needs even though the total exceeds the exemptions or re-

sources granted to. applicants of public assistance, but consistent

with federal requirements: PROVIDED FURTHER, That in determining the

amount of assistance to which a recipient of old age assistance is en-

titled, the department is hereby authorized to disregard as a resource

or income the first ((ten)) twenty dollars per month of any earned in-

come plus one-half of additional earnings up to ((4ifty)) eighty dol-

lars of such recipient who is otherwise eligible for an old age as-

sistance grant; but the total amount of earnings or other income if

accumulated shall not, when added to the amount of cash or marketable

securities exempted under (d) of subsection ((*i12) (11) of this sec-

tion, exceed

delarG) ) the total. amounts exempted under that subsection for a family

unit: PROVIDED.FURTIMR, That a recipient of aid to the blind may

accumulate without penalty from such exempt income, an amount not to
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exceed the maximum value of personal property as extablished by the

department pursuant to this section less other cash, marketable se-

curities, cash surrender value of insurance and/or car held by such

recipient. In formulating rules and regulations pursuant to this

chapter the department shall define "earned income" in such a manner

as to meet with the approval of the department of health, education

and welfare -Ta-eeee-a--uee-

~ and PRO-

VIDED FURTHER, That all resources and income not specifically exempted,

and any income or other economic benefit derived from the use of, or

appreciation in value of, exempt resources, shall be considered in

determining the need of an applicant or recipient of public assistance.

((4-14 )) (13) "Need"--The difference between the applicant's

or recipient's cost of requirements for himself and the dependent mem-

bers of his family, as measured by the standards of the department,

and value of all nonexempt resources and nonexempt net income re-

ceived by or a~'ailable to the applicant or recipient and the depend-

ent members of his family.

((-l;))) (14) In the construction of words and phrases used

in this title, the singular numtber shall include the plural, the mas-

culine gender shall include bcth the feminine and neuter genders and

the present tense shall include the past and future tenses, unless the

context thereof shall clearly indicate to the contrary.

Sec. 2. Section 74.04.290, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 and RCW 74-

.04.290 are each amended to read as follows:

In carrying out any of th-e provisions of this title, ((the-eem-

mittee7 )) the director, l( h-e~-feenyefmsi-nr-n-
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admfinistrater)) county admrinistrators, hearing examiners or other

duly authorized officers of the dep rtment shall hav'e power to sub-

poena witnessps, administer oaths, take testimony and compel the pro-

duction of such papers, books, records and documents as they may deem

relevant to the performance of their duties; but no officer or agency

mentioned in this section shall have power to compel the production of

any papers, books, records or documents which are in the custody of

any other such officer or agency and within his or its power to pro-

vide voluntarily on request.

If an individual fails to obey the subpoena or obeys the sub-

poena but refuses to testify when required concerning any matter under

exarpiination or investigation or the subject of a hearing. the officer

or agency issuing the subrnoena may petition the sperior court of the-

county where the examination or investigation is boL-n conducted for

enforcement of the subponaena. The petition shall. be accompanled h'7 a

copy of the subpoena and proof of service, and shall set forth in

what specific manner the subpoena has not been corppliedlt~h and

shtall ask an order of the coi~irt to compel the witness to Fappa:an

testify before the agency. The court upon such petition shall enter

an order directing the witness to appear before thcn court at a time

anjId pliace to be -fixed in Fsuch crde-r and then an<. there to show cal'se

y~hy he has not responded to the siibpoen2 or7 has refused to testify.

A coy of the order shall be served upon the witnes-. If it efor

to ,the court that th-e subpoena was properly issuied ond that the

particular questions which the witness refuses to answer are reason-

able and relevant the court shall enter an order that the witness ap-

pear at the time and place fixed in the order and testify or produce

the reguired papers, and on failingr to obey said order the witness

shall be dealt with as for contempt of court.

NEW SECTION, Sec. 3. There is added to chapter 26, Laws of

1959 and to chapter 74.04 RCW a new section to read as follows:
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The department is authorized to promulgate such rules and reg-

ulations as are necessary to qualify for any federal funds available

under Title XVI of the federal Social Security Act, and any other

combination of existing programs of assistance consistent with fed-

eral law and regulations.

Sec. 4. Section 74.04.011, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 and RCW

74.04.011 are each amended to read as follows:

The director of public assistance shall be the administrative

head and appointing authority of the department of public assistance

and he shall have the power to and shall employ such assistants and

personnel as may be necessary for the general 'administration of the

department: PROVIDED, That such employment is in accordance

with the rules and regulations of the state merit system. The di-

rector shall through and by means of his assistants and pexa-

son'iel exercise such powers and perform such duties as may

be prescribed by the public assistance laws -of this. state

The authority vested in the director as appointing authority

may be delegated by the director or his designee to any suitable em-

ployee of the department.

Sec. 5. Section 74.08.090, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 and RCW

74.08.090 are each amended to read as follows:

The department is hereby authorized to make rules and regula-

tions not inconsistent with the provisions of this title to the end

that this title shall be administered uniformly throughout the state,

and that the spirit and purpose of this title may be complied with.

The department shall have the power to comopo). "~mpliance with the

rules and regulations established by it. Such rules and regulations

shall be filed ((ihteneeaye-tt-h--ryda~-eeete-r

cffeet--ve-dateT)) in accordance with the Acfministrative Proced.ure Act,

[1258]
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as it is now or hereafter amended, and copies shall be available for

public inspection in the office of the department and in each county

office.

Sec. 6. Section 74.08.060, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 and RCW

74.08.060 are each amended to read as follows:

cies-an-appl eaten-fer-a-gran-an-vetigaie-and-reerd-ehal-I

bepepl-aee-h-at-uprigteapiain) The de-Z

partment shall be required to approve or deny the application within

forty-five days after the filing thereof and shall immediately notify

the applicant in writing of its decision: PROVIDED, That if the de-

partment is not able within forty-five days, despite due diligence,

to secure all information necessary to establish his eligibility, the

department is charged to continue to secure such information and if

such information, when established, makes applicant eligible, the de-

partment shall pay his grant froTn date of authorization, or forty-

five days after date of application whichever is sooner.

Any person entitled to relief but under temporary disability

from making application, or any person about to become sixty-five

years of age or the parent of an unborn child who upon birth will be-

come a dependent child may at any time after forty-five days prior to

the occur-ence of any of said events make arpplicaticn as herein pro-

vided.

Sec. 7.. -Section 17, chapter 228, Laws of 1963 and RCW 74.08-

.390 are each amended to read as follows:

The department of public assistance may conduct research

studies, pilot projects, demonstration projects, surveys and

investigations for the purpose of determining methods to achieve sav-

ings in public assistance programs by means of restoring individuals

to maximum self-support and personal independence and preventing soc-

ial and physical disablement, and for the accomplishment of any of

such purposes may employ consultants or enter into contracts with any
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agency of the federal, state or local governments, nonprofit corpo-

rations, universities or foundations.

Pursuant to this authority the department may waive the en-

forcement of specific statutory requirements, regulations, and stan-

dards in one or more counties or on a state-wide basis by formal orde~r

of the director. The order establishing the waiver shall provide al-

ternative methods and procedures of administration, shall not be in

conflict with the basic purposes, coverage, or benefits provided by

law, shall not be general in scope but shall apply only for the dura-

tion of such a project and shall not take effect unless the secretary

of health, education and welfare of the United States has agreed, for

the same project, to waive the public assistance plan requirements

relative to state-wide uniformity.

Sec. 8. Section 74.09.180, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 and RCW

74.09.180 are each amended to read as follows:

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to recipients

whose personal injuries are occasioned by negligence or wrong of

another: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That the director of the department of

public assistance may, in his discretion, furnish assistance, under

the provisions of this chapter, for the results of injuries to a re-

cipient, and the department of public assistance ((shall-thereby-be

asgstameee)) may assert a lien upon any claim, right of action and/or

money to which such recipient is entitled (a) against any tort-feasor

and/or insurer of such tort-feasor, or (b) any contract of insurance

ptoviding coverage to such recipient for said injuries, to the extent

Pf the assistance furnished by said department to the recipient.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9 . There is addled to chapter 26, Laws of

1959 and to chapter 74.09 RCW a new section to read as follows:

The form of the lien in section B of this act shall be substan-

tially as follows:

[1260]
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STATEMENT OF LIEN

Notice is hereby given that the State of Washington, Department

of Public Assistance, has rendered assistau.,7e to.......................

a person who was injured on or about the ... day of...................

in the county of....................... state of........................

and the said department hereby asserts a lien, to the extent provided

in RCW 74.09.180, for the amount of such assistance, upon any sum due

and owing......................... (name of injured person) from

.............................. alleged to have caused the injury,

and/or his insurer and fron any other person or insurer liable for the

injury or obligated to compensate the injured person on account of

such injuries by contract or otherwise.

STATE or WASHINGTON, DEPARTMENT

OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

By:.................................... (Title)

STATE OF WASHINGTON)
)ss.

COUNTY OF

I............................. being first duly sworn,. on oath

state: That I am.............................. (title); that I have

read the foregoing Statement of Lien, know the contents thereof, and

believe the same to be true.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .... day-*of.............

19 ..

Notary Public in and for the State

of Washington, residing at..........
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NEW SrCTION.. Sec. 10 . There is added to chapter 26, Laws of

1~959 and to chapter 74.09 RCW a new section to read as follows:

The lien created in section 8 of this 1969 amendatory act shall

become effective upon being filed with the county auditor of the county

in which the assistance was authorized-*by the department.
Sec. 11. Section 5, chapter 30, Laws of 1967 ex. sess. and

RCW 74.09.520 are each amended to read as follows:

The term "medical assistance" may include the following care

and services: (1) Inpatient hospital services; (2) outpatient hos-

pital services; (3) other laboratory and x-ray servicesl (4-) skilled

nursing home services; (5) physicians' services, which shall include

prescribed medication and instruction on birth control devices; (6)
medical care, or any other type of remedial care as may be established

by the director; (7) home health care services; (8) private duty nurs-
ing services; (9) dental services; (10) physical therapy and related

services; (11) prescribed drugs, dentures, and prosthetic devices;

and eyeglasses prescribed by a physician skilled in diseases of the

eye or by an optometrist, whichever the individual may select; (12)

other diagnostic, screening, preventive, and rehabilitative services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12, There is added to chapter 26, Laws of

1959 and to chapter 74.09 RCW a new section to read as follows:

No settlement made by and between the recipient and tort-feasor

and/or insurer shall discharge the lien created in section 9 of this
1969 amendatory act, against any money due or owing by such tort-fbasor

or insurer to the recipient or relieve the tort-feasor and/or insurer

fropi liability by reason of such lien unless such settlement also pro-

vides for the payment and discharge of such lien or unless a written

release or waiver of such claim or lien, signed by the department, be

filed in the court where any action has been commenced on such claim,
or in case no action has been commfienced against the tort-feasor and/or

insurer, then such written release or waiver shall be delivered to the

tort-feasor or insurer.
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Sec. 13. Section 74.12.010, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 an last

amended by section 1, chapter 37, Laws of 1965 ex. sess. and RCW 7)4-

.12.010 are each amended to read as follows:

For the purposesof the administration of aid to families with

dependent children assistance, the term 'dependent child" means any

child in need under the ag-e of eighteen years, or any child between

eighteen and twenty-one years of age regularly attending high school

in pursuance of a course of study leading to a high school diploma or

its equivalent or a course of vocational or technical training desigred

to fit him for gainful employment, who has been deprived of parental

support or care by reason of the death, continued absence from the

home, or physical or mental incapacity of the parent, and who is with

his father, mother, grand mother, grandfather, brother, sister, step-

father, stepmother, stepbrother, stepsister, uncle, aunt, first cousin,

nephew, or niece, in a place of residence maintained by one or more

of such relatives as his or their homes. The term a "dependent child"

shall, notwithstanding the foregoing, also include a child who

would meet such requirements except for his removal after April 30,

1961, from the home of a relative specified above as a result of a

judicial determination that continuation therein would be contrary to

the welfare of such child, for whose placement and care the state de-

partment of public assistance or the county office is responsible, and

who has been placed in a licensed or approved child care institution

or foster home as a result of such determination and who: (1) was re-

ceiving an aid to families with dependent children grant for the

month in which court proceedings leading to such determination were

initiated; or (2) would have received aid to families with dependent

children for such month if application had been made therefor; or (3)

in the case of a child who had been living with a specified relative.

within six months prior to the month in which such proceedings were

initiated, would have received aid to families with dependent children

for such month if in such month he had been living with such a rela-.
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tive and application had been made therefor, as authorized by the

social security act: PROVIDED, That the director shall have discre-

tion to provide that aid to families with dependent children assist-

ance shall be available to any child in need who has been deprived

of parental support or care by reason of the unemployment of a parent

or stepparent liable under this chapter for the support of such child-,

to the extent that matching funds are available from the federal gov-

ernment.

'Aid to families with dependent children" means money payments_,

services, and remedial care with respect to a dependent child or de-

pendent children and the needy parent or relative with whom the child

lives and may include the spouse of such relative if living with him

and if such relative is the child's parent and the child is a depen-

dent child by reason of the physical or mental incapacity or unemploy-

ment of a parent or stepparent liable under this chapter for the sup-

port of such child.

Sec. 14. Section 6, chapter 206, Laws of 1963 and RCW 74.20-

.210 are each amended to read as follows:

The prosecuting attorney of any county except class AA Hanid

elass-A)) counties may enter into an agreement with the attorney gen-

eral whereby the duty to initiate petitions for support authorized

under the provisions of chapter 26.21 RCW as it is now or hereafter

amended (Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act) in cases where

the petitioner has applied for or is receiving public assistance on

behalf of a dependent child or children shall become the duty of the

attorney general. Any such agreement may also provide that the at-

torney general has the duty to represent the petitioner in inter-

county proceedings within the state initiated by the attorney general

which involve a petition received from another county.. Upon the exe-

cution of such agreement, the attorney general shall be empowered to

exercise any and all powers of the prosecuting attorney in connection

with said petitions.
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Sec. 15. Section 7, chapter 206, Laws of 1963 and RCW 74.20-

.220 are each amended to read as follows:

In order to carry out its responsibilities imposed under this

chapter, the state department of public assistance, through the at-

torney general, is hereby authorized to:

(1) Represent a dependent child or dependent children on

whose behalf public assistance is being provided in obtaining any sup-

port order necessary to provide for his or their needs or to enforce

any such order previously entered ((-:-hs-ntne-h~-m

(2) Appear as a friend of the court in divorce a~nd separate

maintenance suits, or proceedings supplemental thereto, when either

or both of the parties thereto are receiving public assistance, for

the purpose of advising the court as to the financial interest of the

state of Washington therein.

(3) Appear on behalf of the mother of a dependent child or

children on whose behalf public assistance is being provided, when

so requested by her, for the purpose of assisting her in securing a

modification of a divorce or separate maintenance decree wherein no

support, or inadequate support, was given for such child or children:

PROVIDED, That the attorney general shall be authorized to so appear

only where it appears to the satisfaction of the court that the mother

is without funds to employ private counsel. If the mother does not

request such assistance, or refuses it when offered, the atto~rney gen-

eral may nevertheless appear as a friend of the court at any supplemen-

tal proceeding, and may advise the court of such facts as will show

the financial interest of the state of Washington therein; but the at-

torney general shall not otherwise participate in the proceeding.

(4) If public assistance has been applied for or granted on

behalf of a child of parents who are divorced or legally separated,

the attorney general may apply to the superior court in such action

(12651
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for an order directing either parent or both to show cause:

(a) Why an order of support for the child should not be en-

tered, or

(b) Why the amount of support previously ordered should not

be increased, or

(c) Why the parent should not be held in contempt for his

failure to comply with any order of support previously entered ((-e)).

((-fd.) ) t5) Initiate any civil proceedings deemed necessary

by the department to secure reimbursement from the parent or parents

of minor dependent children for all moneys expended by the state in

providing assistance or services to said children.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. There is added to chapter 26, Laws of

1959 and to chapter 74.20 RCW a new section to read as follows:

Whenever, as a result of any action, support money is paid by

the person or persons responsible for support, such payment shall be

paid through the support enforcement and collections unit of the state

department of public assistance upon written notice by the department

to the responsible person or to the clerk of the court, if appropriate,

that the children for whom said support order was issued are receiv-

ing public assistance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. There is added to chapter 26, Laws of

1959 and to chapter 74.20 RCW a new section to read as follows:

BY accepting public assistance on behalf of a child or children,

the recipient thereof shall be deemed to consent to the recovery by

the department of an amount equal to the amount required to be paid

under any order or final decree of divorce, if any, or the amount of

public assistance paid as a result of the nonpayment of support,

whichever is the lesser. The department shall be subrcogated to the

right of said child or children or person having the care, custody,

and control of such child or children to prosecute any support action

existing under the laws of the state of Washington.
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Sec. 18. Section 74.04.300, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 and RCW

74.04.300 are each amended to read as follows:

if a recipient receives public assistance for which he is not

eligible, or receives public assistance in an amount greater than

that for which he is eligible, the portion of the payment to which

he is not entitled, shall be a debt due the state: PROVIDED, That

if any part of any assistance payment is obtained by a person as a

result of a wilfully false statement, or representation, or imper-

sonation, or other fraudulent device, or wilful failure to reveal

resources or income, ((h-ea-e4eae-amn-eetie)

one hundred twenty-five percent of the amount of assistance to which

he was not entitled shall be a debt due the state and shall become

a lien against the real and personal property of such person from the

time of filing by the department with the ((eedmty-eerlt-and)) county

auditor of the county in which the person resides or owns property,

and such lien claim shall have preference to the claims of all un-

secured creditors. It shall be the duty of recipients of public as-

sistance to notify the department within thirty days of the receipt

or possession of all income or resources not previously declared to

the department, and any failure to so report shall be prima facie

evidence of fraud: PROVIDED FURTHER. That there shall be no liability

placed upon recipients for receipt of overpayments of public assist-

ance which result from error on the part of the department and no

fault on the part of the recipient in obtaining or retaining the as-

sistance if the recovery thereof would be inequitable as determined

by the director or his designee.

Debts due the state pursuant to the provisions of this section,

may be recovered by the state by deduction from the subsequent as-

sistance payments to such persons or may be recovered by a civil

action instituted by the attorney general
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Ch. 173, 174 WASHINGTON LAWS, 1969 1st EX. Sess.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. Section 11, chapter 322, Laws of 1959

as amended by section 4, chapter 206, Laws of 1963 and ROW 74.20.100;

and section 14, chapter 206, Laws of 1963 and RO-W 74.20.290 are each

repealed: PROVIDED, That such repeals shall not be construed as af-

fecting any existing right acquired under the provisions of the stat-

utes repealed; nor any rule, regulation or order adopted pursuant

thereto, nor as affecting any proceeding instituted thereunder.

Passed the House April 16, 1969
Passed the Senate April 12, 1969
Approved by the Governor April 24, 1969
Filed in office of Secretary of State April 24, 1969

CHAPTER 174
(Engrossed Senate Bill No. 128]
PUBLIC EMPLOYEES' COLLEC2TIVE
BARGAINING--LEAVE OF ABSENCE

AN ACT Relating to labor relations; and adding a new section to chap-

ter 108, Laws of 1967 ex. sess. and to chapter 41.56 RCW.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. There is added to chapter 108, Laws

of 1967 ex. sess. and to chapter 41.56 RCW a new section to read as

follows:

Any public employee who represents fifty percent or more of a

bargaining unit or who represents on a statewide basis a group of

five or more bargaining units shall have the right to absent himself

from his employment without pay and without suffering any discrimina-

tion in his future employment and without losing benefits incident to

his employment while representing his bargaining unit at the legisla-

ture of the state of Washington during any regular or extraordinary

session thereof: PROVIDED, That such employee is replaced by his bar-

gaining unit with an employee who shall be paid by the employer and

who shall be qualified to perform the duties and obligations of the

absent member in accordance with the rules of the civil service or
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