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CHAPTER 175

[Engrossed Senate Bill No. 132]

ATTEMPTING OR COMMITTING CRIME

WHILE ARMED--FIRING UPON LAW

ENFORCEMENT OFFICER--PENALTIES

AN ACT Relating to crimes and punishment; defining crimes; repealing

section 2, chapter 172, Laws of 1935, as amended by section 2,
chapter 124, Laws of 1961 and RCW 9.41.020; and providing penal-

ties.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON :

NEW SECTION. Section 1. There is added to chapter 9.41 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

Any person who shall commit or attempt to commit any felony, or
any misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor categorized herein as inherently
dangerous, while armed with, or in the possession of any firearm, shall
upon conviction, in addition to the penalty provided by statute for
the crime committed without use or possession of a firearm, be impris-
oned as herein provided:

(1) For the first offense the offender shall be guilty of a
felony and the court shall impose a sentence of not less than five
years, which sentence shall not be suspended or deferred;

(2) For a second offense, or if, in the case of a first con-
viction of violation of any provision of this section, the offender
shall previously have been convicted of violation of the laws of the
United States or of any other state, territory or district relating
to the use or possession of a firearm while committing or attempting

to commit a crime, the offender shall be guilty of a felony and shall
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be imprisoned for not less than seven and one-half years, which sen-

tence shall not be suspended or deferred;

(3) For a third or subsequent offense, or if the offender shall
previously have been convicted two or more times in the aggregate of
any violation of the law of the United States or of any other state,
territory or district relating to the use or possession of a firearm
while committing or attempting to commit a crime, the offender shall
be guilty of a felony and shall be imprisoned for not less than fif-

teen years, which sentence shall not be suspended or deferred:

(4) Misdemeanors or gross misdemeanors categorized as "Inher-
ently Dangerous" as the term is used in this statute means any of the
following crimes or an attempt to commit any of the same: Assault in
the third degree, provoking an assault, interfering with a public of-
ficer, disturbing a meeting, riot, remaining after warning, obstruct-
ing firemen, petit larceny, injury to property, intimidating a public
officer, shoplifting, indecent liberties, and soliciting a minor for

immoral purposes.

(5) If any person shall resist apprehension or arrest by fir-
ing upon a law enforcement officer, such person shall in addition to
the penalty provided by statute for resisting arrest, be guilty of a
felony and punished by imprisonment for not less than ten years, which
sentence shall not be suspended or deferred.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2, Section 2, chapter 172, Laws of 1935, as
amended by section 2, chapter 124, Laws of 1961 and RCW 9.41,020 are

each hereby repealed.

Passed the Senate April 16, 1969

Passed the House April 9, 1969

Approved by the Governor April 24, 1969

Filed in office of Secretary of State April 24, 1969

[1270]



