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recognized by law and utilized as an official agency for the co-

ordination of the policies and/or administrative programs of munici-

Fal corporations, to submit biennally, or oftener as necessary, to

the governor and to the legislature the joint r ecommend at ions of

such participating municipalities regarding changes which would

affect the efficiency of such municipal corporations. Such associa-

tions shall include but shall not be limited to the Washington state

association of fire commissioners, the Washington state association

of water districts, the Washington state association of sewer dis-

tricts, and the Washington stat= s;chool directors' association.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The intent of this act is to clarify

and implement the powers of the public agencies to which it relates

and nothing herein shall be construed to impair or limit the exist-

ing powers -_f any municipal corporation or association.
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CHAPTER 70
[House Bill No. 66]

IRRIGATION DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS

AN ACT Relating to irrigation district improvement districts; amend-

ing section 11, chapter 162, Laws of 1917 as amended by sec-

tion 26, chapter 129, Laws of 1921 and RCW 87.03.485; amend-

ing section 12, chapter 162, Laws of 1917 as last amended by

section 27, chapter 129, Laws of 1921 and RCW 87.03.490; amend-

ing section 13, chapter 162, Laws of 1917 as last amended by

section 1, chapter 68, Laws of 1957 and RCW 87.03.495; amend-

ing section 14, chapter 162, Laws of 1917 as amended by sec-

tion 29, chapter 129, Laws of 1921 and RCW 87.03.500; amending

section 1, chanter 128, Laws of 1935 and RCW 87.03.505; amend-

ing section 2, chapter 128, Laws of 1935 and RCW 87.03.510;

amending section 17, chapter 180, Laws of 1919 and RCW 87.03-

.525; and adding a new section to chapter 87.03 RCW.

E IT ENACTED BY TFE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:
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Secti' , 1. Section 11, chapter 162, Laws of 1917 as amended

by section 26, chapter 129, Laws of 1921 and RCW 87.03.485 are each

amended to read as follows:

In the event that the said board shall approve said petition,

the board shall fix a time and place for the hearing thereof and

shall publish a notice once a week for two consecutive weeks preced-

ing the date of such hearing and the last publication shall not be

more than seven days before such date. Such notice must be publishea

in a newspaper of general circulation in each county in which any

portion of the land proposed to be included in such local improvement

district lies. Such notice shall state that the lands within said

described boundaries are proposed to be organized as a local improve-

ment district, stating generally the nature of the proposed improve-

ment; that bonds for such local improvement district are proposed

to be issued as the bonds of the irrigation district, or that a con-

tract is orcoosed to be entered into between the district and the

United States or the state of Washinaton, or both, that the lands

within said local improvement district are to be assessed for such

improvement and stating a time and place of hearing thereon. At the

time and polace of hearing named in said notice, all persons inter-

ested may appear before the board and show cause for or against the

formation of the proposed improvement district and the issuance of

bonds or the enterinc into of a contract as aforesaid. Upon the hear-

ing the board shall determine as to the establishment of the pro-

posed local improvement district. Any landowner whose lands can be

served or will be benefited by the proposed improvement, may make

application to the board at the time of hearing to include such landi

and the board of directors in such cases shall, at its discretion,

include such lands within such district. The board of directors nov

exclude any land specified in said notice from said district pro-

vided, that in the judgment of the board, the inclusion thereof will

not be practicable.

As an alternative plan and subject to all of the provisions of
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this chapter, the board of directors may initiate the organization of

a local imrovement district as herein provided. To so organize a

local improvement district the board shall adopt and record in its

minutes a resolution specifying the lands proposed 'to be included in

such local improvement district or by describing the exterior bound-

aries of such proposed district or by both. Said resolution shall

state generally the plan, character and extent of the proposed im-

provements, that the land proposed to be included in such improvement

district will be assessed for such improvements; that coupon bonds

of the irrigation district will be issued or a contract entered into

,-'s hereinabove in this section providod to meet the cost thereof end

that such bonds or contract will be a primary obligation of such lo-

cal improvement district and a general obligation of the irrigation

district. Said resolution shall fix a time and place of hearing

thereon and shall state that unless a majority of the holders of

title or of evidence of title to lands within the proposed local im-

provement district file their written protest at or before said hear-

ing, consent to the improvement will be implied.

A notice containing a copy of said resolution must be pub-

lished once a week for two consecutive weeks preceding the date of

such hearing and the last publication shall not be more than seven

days before such date and the hearing thereon shall not be held in

less than twenty days from the adoption of such resolution. Such

notice must be published in one newspaper, of general circulation,

in each county in which any portion of the land proposed to be in-

cluded in such local improvement district lies. Said hearing shall

be held and all subsequent proceedings conducted in accordance with

the provisions of this act relating to the organization of local

improvement districts initiated upon petition.

Sec. 2. Sectiocn 12, chapter 162, Laws of 1917 as last

amended by section 27, chapter 129, Laws of 1921 and RCW 87.03.490

are each amended to read as follows:

If decision shall be rendered in favor of the improvement,
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the board shall enter an order establishing the boundaries of the

said improvement district and shall adopt plans for the proposed

improvement and determine the number of annual installments not

exceeding ((fifteen)) fifty in which the cost of said improvement

shall be paid. The cost of said improvement shall be provided for

by the issuence of local improvement district coupon bonds of the

district from time to time, therefor, either directly for the pay-

ment of the labor and material or for the securing of funds for such

purpose, or by the irrigation district entering into a contract

with the United Statos or the state of Washington, or both, to

repay the cost of said improvement. Said bonds shall bear interest

at a rate not to exceed eight percent per annum, payable semi-

annually, evidoncod by coupons, and shall stato upon their face

that they are issued as bonds of the irrigation district; that

all lands within said local improvement district shall be primarily

liable to assessment for the principal and interest of said bonds

and that said bonds are also a general obligation of the said dis-

trict. No bonds shall be issued in denomination exceeding one

thousand dollars and no bond shall be sold for less than par. Any

contract entered into for said local imorovement by the district

with the United States or the state of Washington, or both although

all the lands within said local imorovement district shall be

primarily liable to assessment for the orincinal and interest

thereon, sha ll be a aeneral obligation of the irrication district.

No election shall be necessary to authorize the issuance of

such local improvement bonds or the enterino into of such a con-

tract. Such bonds, when issued, shall be signed by the president

and secretary of the irrigation district with the seal of said dis-

trict affixed and shell be registered by the treasurer of the ir-

rigation district with his seal affixed.

The proceeds from the sale of such bonds shall be deposited

with the treasurer of the district, who shall place them in a special

fund designated "Construction fund of local improvement district
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numbcr ... . ..

Whenever such improvement district has been organized, the

boundaries thereof may be enlarged to include other lands which can

be served or will be benefited by the proposed improvement upon

petition of the owners thereof and the consent of the United States

or the state of Washington, or both, in the event the irrigation

district has contracted with the United States or the state of

Washington, or both, to repay the cost of the improvement: PROVIDED,

That at such time the lands so included shall pay their equitable

proportion upon the basis of benefits of the improvement theretoforo

made by the said local improvement district and shall be liable for

the indebtedness of the said local improvement district in the same

proportion and samne manner and subjcct to assessment as if said lands

had been incorporated in said improvement district at the beginning.c

of its organization.

Sec. 3. Section 13, chapter 162, Laws of 1917, as last

amended by section 1, chapter 68, Laws of 1957 and RCW 87.03.495

are each amend ed to read as follows:

The cost of the improvement and of the operation and main-

tenance thereof, if any, shall be especially assessed against the

lands within such local improvement district in proportion to the

benefits accruing thereto, and shall be levied and collected in the

manner provided by law for the levy and collection of land assess-

ments or toll assessments or both such form of assessments.

All provisions for the assessment, equalization, levy and

collection of assessments for irrigation district purposes shall be

applicable to assessments for local improvements except that no

election shall be required to authorize said improvement or the ex-

penditures therefor or the bonds issued to meet the cost thereof or

the contract authorized in section 1 of this 1970 anendatorv act to

reoav the cost thereof. Assessments when collected by the county

treasurer for the payment for the improvement of any local improve-

ment district shall constitute a special fund to be called "bond
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redemption or contract revavment fund of local improvement district

No ............

Bonds issued under this chapter shall be eligible for dis-

posal to and purchase by the director of the department of cons~er-

vation and development under the provisions of the state reclama-

tion act.

The cost or any unpaid portion thereof, of any such improve-

ment, charged or to be charged or assessed against any tract of land

may be paid in one payment under and pursuant to such rules as the

board of directors may adopt, and all such amounts shall be paid over

to the county treasurer who shall place the same in the appropriate

fund. No such payment shall thereby release such tract from liabil-

ity to assessment for deficiencies or delinquencies of the levies

in such improvement district until all of the bonds or the contract,

both principal and interest, issued or entered into for such local

improvement district have been paid in full. The receipt given for

any such payment shall have the foregoing provision printed thereon.

The amount so paid shall be included on the annual assessment roll

for the current year, provided, such roll has not then been delivered

to the treasurer, with an appropriate notation by the secretary that

the amount has been paid. If the roll for that year has been deliv-

ered to the treasurer then the payment so made shall be added to the

next annual assessment roll with appropriate notation that the amount

has been paid.

Sec. 4. Section 14, chapter 162, Laws of 1917 as amended by

section 29, chapter 129, Laws of 1921 and RCW 87.03.500 are each

amended to read as follows:

In the event of the failure of the lands within the local

improvement district to furnish money sufficient for the payment of

principal or interest of the bonds or the contract as Provided for i

section 1 of this 1970 amendatorv act for such local improvement work

and there shall be a default in the payment of principal or interest

as aforesaid, the amount delinquent shall be paid by the general

[653]



'h. 70 1970 1st ex. sess. (41st Legis. 2nd ex. sess.)

warrants of the irrigation district at large or, in the event of a

contract, by whatever means of Davmnent is called for thereunder, but

the lands of the local improvement district shall not thereby become

released from liability for special assessment therefor. Such war-

rants, if issued, shall be redeemed as soon as there shall be avail-

able money in the bond redemption fund of the local improvement

district.

Sec. 5. Section 1, chapter 128, Laws of 1935 and RCW 87.03.50'

are each amended to read as follows:

Whenever, by reason of the sale of land within a local improve-

ment district for unpaid taxes or assessments, or for any other

reason, it may appear apparent that the remaining lands within any

such local improvement district are and will be unable to pay out the

cost of such improvement or the bond issue or contract indebtednoss

therefor, the landowners of the local improvement district may peti-

tion the directors of the irrigation district or the directors of

the district may upo n their own initiative, and either upon receipt

of such petition or the passing of such resolution the directors of

the irrigation district shall cause a complete survey to be made of

the affairs of the local improvement district pertaining to the pay-

ment of the cost of said improvement, and shall determine the amount

of property remaining in the hands of private owners that is still

subject to assessment for the improvement, the amount of land stand-

ing in the name of the district which is subject to assessment for

said improvement and the amount of any lands which may have been en-

tirely removed from the liability of any such assessments, and such

other and pertinent data as may be necessary, in order to determine

the abilitv of said remaining private property to pay the remaining

balance of the cost of said improvement, and if as a result thereof

it shall appear that' the remaining private property will be unable

to pay the said remaining cost of the improvement, the said board

of directors shall determine what amount and to what extent the re-

maining private property will be able to equitably pay on the cost
[654]



1970 1st ex. sess. (41st Legis. 2nd ex. sess.) Ch. 70

of said improvement which shall include the privately owned property

and district owned property and such remaining portion of the cost

of said improvement which the directors find said land can equitably

pay and in such amounts as in the judgment of the directors shall

appear equitable after taking all circumstances into consideration,

shall be assessed against the lands within such local improvement

district and shall be levied and collected in the manner as in this

act provided for the assessment and collection of construction costs

and shall be payable over a period of not more than twenty years.

Notwithstanding all provisions in this chapter contained for the

assessment, equalization, levy and collection of assessments no

election shall bo required to authorize the issue of bonds or tho

onterinq into a contract to cover the cost thereof. Assessments

when collected by the county treasurer for the payment shall consti-

tute a special fund to be called "bond redemption or contract repa'.'-

ment fund of local improvement district No ............

The costs or any unpaid portion thereof, of any such assess-

ment, charged or to be charged or assessed against any tract of land

may be paid in one payment by the owner or by any one acting for

such owner, under and pursuant to such rules as the board of direc-

tors may adopt, and all such amounts shall be paid to the county

treasurer who shall place the sane in the appropriate fund. Upon

the payment in full of the amount charged or to be charged or as-

sessed against any particular tract of land, said tract of land

shall be thereupon entirely, fully and finally released of any and

all further liability by reason of such improvement and the amount

charged or to be charged and assessed against each tract of land

as designated by said board shall be the limit of the liability of

said tract of land for the costs of said improvement, except insofar

as said land may be additionally liable by reason of being within

the irrigation district and being liable for its portion of the

general obligation of the district. The determination of the amount

charged or to be charged or assessed against any tract of land may
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be appealed by the owner of said tract from the decision of the

board of directors to the superior court of the county in which the

property is located at any time within twenty days from the date of

the passage of a resolution by the board of directors with reference

thereto: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That in the event said irrigation dis-

trict shall have borrowed or have an application on file for the

borrowing of money from the reconstruction finance corporation, or

its successor, or has entered into a contract with the United States

or the state of Washington, or both, then in that event before any

such reassessment shall be made it shall first receive the approval

of said reconstruction finance corporation, or its successor or the

United States or the state of Washington, or both, as tha case may

be.

Sec. 6. Section 2, chapter 128, Laws of 1935 and RCW1 87.03-

.510 are each amended to read as follows:

There is hereby established for each irrigation district in

this state having local improvement districts therein a fund for the

purpose of guaranteeing to the extent of such fund and in the manner

herein provided, the payment of its local improvement bonds and

warrants issued or contract entered into to pay for the improvements

provided for in this act. Such fund shall be designated "local

improvement guarantee fund" and for the purpose of maintaining the

sane, every irrigation district shall hereafter levy from time to

time, as other assessments are levied, such sums as may be necessary

to meet the financial requirements thereof: PROVIDED, That such sums

so assessed in a'ny year shall not he more than sufficient to pay

the outstanding warrants or contract indebtedness on said fund and to

establish therein a balance which shall not exceed five percent of

the outstanding obligations thereby guaranteed. Whenever any bond

or interest coupon or contract paymen~t of any local improvement dis-

trict shall become due and there is insufficient funds in the local

improvement district fund for the payment thereof, there shall be

paid from said local improvement district guarantee fund, by warrant
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or by such other means as is c-alled for in the contract, a suffi-

:ient amount, which together with the balance in tha local improve-

ment district fund shall be sufficient to redeem and pay said bond

-)r coupon or contract payment in full. Said warrants against said

guarantee fund shall draw interest at a rate not to exceed six per-

cent and said bonds and coupons shall be paid in their order of pres-

entation. Whenever there shall be paid out of the guarantee fund

any sum on account of principal or interest of a local improvement

bond or warrant or contract the irrigation district, as trustee for

the fund, shall be subrogated to all of the rights of the holder of

the bond or interest coupon or contract amount so paid, and the pro-

ceeds thereof, or of the assessment underlying the same shall become

part of the guarantee fund. There shall also be paid into such

guarantee fund any interest received from bank deposits of the fund,

as well as any surplus remaining in any local improvement district

fund, after the payment of all of its outstanding bonds or warrants

or contract indebtedness which are payable primarily out of such local

improvement district fund.

Sec. 7. Section 17, chapter 180, Laws of 1919 and RCW 87.03-

.525 are each amended to read as follows:

Any local improvement district heretofore duly organized may

avail itself of and be subject to any of the provisions of this

chapter increasing the number of annual installments, not to exceed

((fifteen)) fifty, after the directors of the irrigation district

duly adopt a resolution to that effect, and it shall be the duty of

the board of directors to adopt such resolution whenever in the

judgment of the board the best interests of the local improvement

district will be served thereby, and the interests of the irrigation

district will not be jeopardized.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. There is added to chapter 87.03 RCW a

new section to read as follows:

In lieu of the issuance of local improvement district coupoon

bonds or the entering into a contract with the United States or the
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state of Washington, or both, to secure the funds for or to repay

the cost of any improvement to be charged, in whole or in part,

against any local improvement district organized pursuant to this

chapter, any irrigation district may finance the cost of said local

improvement with any general district funds which may be available

for said purpose and provide, in such manner as the district's

directors may determine, for the repayment, with or without interest

as the district's directors determine, through assessments against

the lands in the local improvemept district levied in the same manner

authorized by this chapter, of said general district moneys thus

advanced.

Passed the House January 30, 1970
Passed the Senate February 5, 1970
Approved by the Governor February 20, 1970
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CHAPTER 71
[House Bill No. 126]

IRRIGATION AND RECLAMATION DISTRICTS--
UNITS--SUBDIVISTONS

AN ACT Relating to irrigation and reclamation districts; and amend-

ing section 4, chapter 275, Laws of 1943 as last amended by

section 1, chapter 3, Laws of 1963 and RCW 89. 12.040.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Section 1. Section 4, chapter 275, Laws of 1943 as last a-

mended by section 1, chapter 3, Laws of 1963 and RCW 89.12.040 are

each amended to read as follows:

In connection with a district contracting or intending to con-

tract with the United States under this chapter, the secretary for

the purpose of administering the federal reclamation laws and of

providino for the delivery of water thereto, the method thereof, and

the turnout therefor may segregate such lands, or any part thereof,

into ((far-)) units and/or legal subdivisions, having in mind the

character of soil, topog'raprhv. method or methods of irrication best

suited therefor. location with respect to the irrigation system, tvpe

of irrigation system, and such other relevant factors as enter intc

the determination of the area and boundaries thereof and the methcd
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