
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1979 Ci 1

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. If any provision of this 1979 act or its appli-
cation to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the
act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is
not affected.

Passed the House February 22, 1979.
Passed the Senate March 2, 1979.
Approved by the Governor March 26, 1979.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 26, 1979.

CHAPTER I1I1
[Substitute House Bill No. 96]

RIDE SHARING-TRANSPORTATION FOR THE ELDERLY AND THE
HANDICAPPED,PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

AN ACT Relating to ride sharing; amending section 5, chapter 167, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess.
and RCW 43.41.130; amending section 46.04.!90, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW
46.04.190; amending section 46.72.010, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.72.010;
amending section 3. chapter 107, Laws of 1961 as amended by section 8, chapter 350,
Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 51.08.013; amending section 81.68.010, chapter 14,
Laws of 1961 as last amended by section 1, chapter 121, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess.
and RCW 81.68.010; adding a new section to chapter 35.21 RCW; adding a new section
to chapter 82.04 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 82.16 RCW; adding a new chap-
ter to Title 46 RCW; adding a new chapter to Title 81 RCW; and creating new sections.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. The definitions set forth in this section
shall apply throughout this chapter, unless the context -clearly indicates
otherwise.

(1) "Commuter ride sharing" means a car pool or van pool arrangement
whereby a fixed group not exceeding fifteen persons including passengers
and driver, is transported between their places of abode or termini near such
places, and their places of employment or educational or other institutions,
in a single daily round trip where the driver is also on the way to or from
his or her place of employment or educational or other institution.

(2) 'Ride sharing for the elderly and the handicapped' means a car
pool or van pool arrangement whereby a group of elderly and/or handi-
capped persons and their attendants, not exceeding fifteen persons including
passengers and driver, is transported by a public social service agency or a
private, nonprofit transportation provider as defined in section 4(3) of this
1979 act: PROVIDED, That the driver need be neither elderly nor
handicapped.

(3) "Ride-sharing vehicle' means a passenger motor vehicle with a
seating capacity not exceeding fifteen persons including the driver, while
being used for commuter ride sharing or for ride sharing for the elderly and
the handicapped.
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(4) 'Ride-sharing operator" means the person, entity, or concern, not
necessarily the driver, responsible for the existence and continuance of
commuter ride sharing or ride sharing for the elderly and the handicapped.

(5) "Elderly' means any person sixty years of age or older.
(6) "Handicapped" means all persons who, by reason of illness, injury,

age, congenital malfunction, or other permanent or temporary incapacity or
disability, are unable without special facilities or special planning or design
to use mass transportation facilities and services as efficiently as persons
who are not so affected. Handicapped people include (a) ambulatory per-
sons whose capacities are hindered by sensory disabilities such as blindness
or deafness, mental disabilities such as mental retardation or emotional ill-
ness, physical disability which still permits the person to walk comfortably,
or a combination of these disabilities; (b) semiambulatory persons who re-
quire special aids to travel such as canes, crutches, walkers, respirators, or
human assistance; and (c) nonambulatory persons who must use wheel-
chairs or wheelchair-like equipment to travel.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. Ride-sharing vehicles are not deemed for hire
vehicles and do not fall within the provisions of chapter 46.72 RCW or any
other provision of Title 46 RCW affecting for hire vehicles, whether or not
the ride-sharing operator receives compensation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A ride-sharing operator and the driver of a
ride-sharing vehicle shall be held to a reasonable and ordinary standard of
care, and are not subject to ordinances or regulations which relate exclu-
sively to the regulation of drivers or owners of motor vehicles operated for
hire, or other common carriers or public transit carriers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The definitions set forth in this section shall
apply throughout this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise.

(1) "Corporation" means a corporation, company, association. or joint
stock association.

(2) "Person" means an individual, firm, or a copartnership.
(3) "Private, nonprofit transportation provider" means any private, non-

profit corporation providing transportation services for compensation solely
to elderly or handicapped persons and their attendants.

(4) "Elderly" means any person sixty years of age or older.
(5) "Handicapped" means all' persons who, by reason of illness, injury,

age, congenital malfunction, or other permanent or temporary incapacity or
disability, are unable without special facilities or special planning or design
to use mass transportation facilities and services as efficiently as persons
who are not so affected. Handicapped people include (a) ambulatory per-
sons whose capacities are hindered by sensory disabilities such as blindness
or deafness, mental disabilities such as mental retardation or emotional ill-
ness, physical disability which still permits the person to walk comfortably,
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or a combination of these disabilities; (b) semniambulatory persons who re-
quire special aids to travel such as canes, crutches, walkers, respirators, or
human assistance; and (c) nonambulatory persons who must use wheel-
chairs or wheelchair-like equipment to travel,

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. No person or corporation, their lessees, trust-
ees, receivers, or trustees appointed by any court, may operate as a private,
nonprofit transportation provider except in accordance with this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The commission shall regulate every private,
nonprofit transportation provider in this state but has authority only as fol-
lows: To issue certificates to such providers; to set forth insurance require-
ments; to adopt reasonable rules to insure that any vehicles used by such
providers will be adequate for the proposed service; to inspect the vehicles
and otherwise regulate the safety of operations of each provider; and to
regulate in accordance with the procedures set forth in chapter 81 .04 RCW
any rates, fares, or' charges proposed by such providers. The commission
may charge fees to private, nonprofit transportation providers, which shall
be approximately the same as the reasonable cost of regulating such
providers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. No private, nonprofit transportation provider
may operate in this state without first having obtained from the commission
under the provisions of this chapter a certificate, but a certificate shall be
granted to any private, nonprofit transportation provider holding an auto
transportation company certificate on the effective date of this 1979 act,
upon surrender of the auto transportation company certificate. Any right,
privilege, or certificate held, owned, or obtained by a private, nonprofit
transportation provider may be sold, assigned, leased, transferred, or inher-
ited as other property only upon authorization by the commission. The
commission shall issue a certificate to any person or corporation who files an
application, in a form to be determined by the commission, which sets forth:

(I ),Satisfactory proof of its status as a private, nonprofit corporation;
(2) The kind of service to be provided;
(3) The number and type of vehicles to be operated, together with sat-

isfactory proof that the vehicles are adequate for the proposed service and
that drivers of such vehicles will be adequately trained and qualified;

(4) Any proposed rates, fares, or charges;
(5) Satisfactory proof of insurance or surety bond, in accordance with

section 8 of this 1979 act.
The commission may deny a certificate to a provider who does not meet the
requirements of this section. Each vehicle of a private, nonprofit transporta-
tion provider shall carry a copy of the provider's certificate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The commission shall, in the granting of cer-
tificates to operate any private, nonprofit transportation provider, require
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the owner or operator to first procure liability and property damage insur-
ance from a company licensed to make liability insurance in the state of
Washington or a surety bond of a company licensed to write surety bonds in
the state of Washington on each vehicle used or to be used in transporting
persons for compensation. The commission shall fix the amount of the in-
surance policy or policies or surety bond, giving due consideration to the
character and amount of traffic, the number of persons affected, and the
degree of danger which the proposed operation involves. Such liability and
property damage insurance or surety bond shall be maintained in force on
each vehicle while so used. Each policy for liability of property damage in-
surance or surety bond required herein, shall be filed with the commission
and kept in full force and effect, and failure to do so shall be cause for the
revocation of the certificate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. The commission may, at any time, by its or-
der duly entered after a hearing had upon notice to the holder of any cer-
tificate issued under this chapter, and an opportunity to such holder to be
heard, at which it is proven that the holder has wilfully violated or refused
to observe any of the commission's proper orders, r~ules, or regulations, sus-
pend, revoke, alter, or amend any certificate issued under the provisions of
this chapter, but the holder of the certificate shall 'have all the rights of re-
hearing, review, and appeal as to the order of the commission as is provided
for in RCW 8 1.68.070.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. The provisions of this chapter shall not affect
the standard of care, as set forth in section 3 of this 1979 act, to which a
private, nonprofit transportation provider shall be held.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. There is added to chapter 35.21 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

The power of any city, town, county, other municipal corporation, or
quasi municipal corporation to acquire, hold, use, possess, and dispose of
motor vehicles for official business shall include, but not be limited to, the
power to acquire, hold, use, possess, and dispose of motor vehicles for com-
muter ride sharing by its employees, so long as such use is economical and
advantageous to the city, town, county, other municipal corporation.

Sec. 12. Section 5, chapter 167, Laws of 1975 1st ex. sess. and RCW
43.41.130 are each amended to read as follows:

The director of ((tie. office,. of UgL11 1 , and fiscal)) financial
management, after consultation with other interested or affected state
agencies and approval of the automotive policy board established pursuant
to RCW 43.19.580, shall establish overall policies governing the acquisition,
operation, management, maintenance, repair, and disposal of, all passenger
motor vehicles owned or operated by any state agency. Such policies shall
include but not be limited to a definition of what constitutes authorized use
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of a state owned or controlled passenger motor vehicle and other motor ve-
hicles on official state business. The definition shall include, but not be lim-
ited to, the use of state-owned motor vehicles for commuter ride sharing so
long as the entire capital depreciation and operational expense of the com-
muter ride-sharing arrangement is paid by the commuters. Any use other
than such defined use shall be considered as personal use.

Sec. 13. Section 46.04.190, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.04-
.190 are each amended to read as follows:

"For hire vehicle" means any motor vehicle ((othe~, thian ant auto stg)
used for the transportation of persons for compensation, except auto stages
and ride-sharing vehicles.

Sec. 14. Section 46.72.010, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.72-
.010 are each amended to read as follows:

When used in this chapter:
(1) The term 'for hire vehicle' includes all vehicles used for the trans-

portation of passengers for compensation, except auto stages ((or)), school
buses operating exclusively under a contract to a school district, and ride-
sharing vehicles;

(2) The term 'for hire operator' means and includes any person, con-
cern, or entity engaged in the transportation of passengers for compensation
in for hire vehicles.

Sec. 15. Section 3, chapter 107, Laws of 1961 as amended by section 8,
chapter 350, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 51.08.013 are each amended
to read as follows:

"Acting in the course of employment" means the worker acting at his or
her employer's direction or in the furtherance of his or her employer's busi-
ness which shall include time spent going to and from work on the jobsite,
as defined in RCW 5 1.32.015 and 5 1.36.040, insofar as such time is imme-
diate to the actual time that the worker is engaged in the work process in
areas controlled by his or her employer, except parking areas, and it is not
necessary that at the time an injury is sustained by a worker he or she be
doing the work on which his or her compensation is based or that the event
be within the time limits on which industrial insurance or medical aid pre-
miums or assessments are paid. The term shall not include time spent going
to or coming from the employer's place of business in commuter ride shar-
ing, as defined in section I( I) of this 1979 act, notwithstanding any partici-
pation by the employer in the ride-sharing arrangement.

Sec. 16. Section 81.68.010, chapter 14, Laws of 1961 as last amended
by section 1, chapter 121, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and RCW 81.68-
.010 are each amended to read as follows:

((As abe in thi chapter1 )) The definitions set forth in this section shall
apply throughout this chapter, unless the context clearly indicates
otherwise.
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(1) 'Corporation" means a corporation, company, association, or joint
stock association.

(2) 'Person" means an individual, firm, or a copartnership.
(3) "Auto transportation company" means every corporation or person,

their lessees, trustees, receivers, or trustees appointed by any court whatso-
ever, owning, controlling, operating, or managing any motor propelled vehi-
cle not usually operated on or over rails used in the business of transporting
persons, and baggage, mail, and express on the vehicles of auto transporta-
tion companies carrying passengers, for compensation over any public high-
way in this state between fixed termini or over a regular route, and not
operating exclusively within the incorporated limits of any city or town((t
PROVIDED. That)). The term "auto transportation company" shall not
include corporations or persons, their lessees, trustees, receivers, or trustees
appointed by any court whatsoever insofar as they own, control, operate, or
manage taxicabs, hotel buses, school buses, motor propelled vehicles oper-
ated exclusively in transporting agricultural, horticultural, ((or)) dairy, or
other farm products from the point of production to the market, or any
other carrier which does not come within the term "auto transportation
company" as herein defined.

No portion of this section shall apply to persons operating motor vehi-
cles when operated wholly within the limits of incorporated cities or towns,
and for a distance not exceeding three road miles beyond the corporate
limits of the city or town in Washington in which the original starting point
of such vehicle is located, and which operation either alone or in conjunc-
tion with another vehicle or vehicles is not a part of any journey beyond
((said)) the three mile limit.

The term "auto transportation company" shall not include, nor shall the
provisions of this chapter apply to, ((ii peat zt li 1 by pasnis ar
t, aiispo ted betwit, thii plce of abode., oi tu.,i n, suc plcs anid

thi plce of cupo I a *ito. veil with a seatuing capacityIn

eluding the. d. iv, imot ecA ,lding fiftc 1  I . i a ige daily rotund trip

wlic1 e the drive. hiniself is also uii the way to o. from~ is place of em.ploy-

nictirt. PROVI1DED, That said t, aitspottatiuii o,) commuter ride sharing or
ride sharing for the elderly and the handicapped in accordance with section
I of this 1979 act, so long as the ride sharing operation ((sh-ai)) does not
compete with nor infringe upon ((service-of)) comparable service actually
being provided prior to the initiation of the ride-sharing operation by an
existing auto transportation company certificated under this chapter.

(4) "Public highway" means every street, road, or highway in this state.
(5) The words "between fixed termini or over a regular route" mean the

termini or route between or over which any auto transportation company
usually or ordinarily operates any motor propelled vehicle, even though
there may be departure from said termini or route, whether such departures
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be periodic or irregular. Whether or not any motor propelled vehicle is op-
erated by any auto transportation company "between fixed termini or over a
regular route' within the meaning of this section shall be a question of fact,
and the finding of the commission thereon shall be final and shall not be
subject to review.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. There is added to chapter 82.04 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

This chapter does not apply to any funds received in the course of com-
muter ride sharing or ride sharing for the elderly and the handicapped in
accordance with section I of this 1979 act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 18. There is added to chapter 82.16 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

This chapter does not apply to any funds received in the course of com-
muter ride sharing or ride sharing for the elderly and the handicapped in
accordance with section I of this 1979 act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. Sections 1 through 3 of this 1979 act shall
constitute a new chapter in Title 46 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. Sections 4 through 10 of this 1979 act shall
constitute a new chapter in Title 81 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. If any provision of this act or its application
to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

Passed the House March 8, 1979.
Passed the Senate March 2, 1979.
Approved by the Governor March 26, 1979.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 26, 1979.

CHAPTER 112
[Substitute House Bill No. 264]

NATURAL DEATH ACT

AN ACT Relating to health; adding a new chapter to Title 70 RCW; and prescribing
penalties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited
as the "Natural Death Act".

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The legislature finds that adult persons have
the fundamental right to control the decisions relating to the rendering of
their own medical care, including the decision to have life-sustaining pro-
cedures withheld or withdrawn in instances of a terminal condition.
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