
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1981

CHAPTER 50
[Substitute House Bill No. 88]

DMSO-SALES, USE

AN ACT Relating to health; adding a new section to chapter 69.04 RCW; and adding a new
section to chapter 70.54 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. There is added to chapter 69.04 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

Notwithstanding any other provision of state law, DMSO (dimethyl
sulfoxide) may be introduced into intrastate commerce as long as (1) it is
manufactured or distributed by persons licensed pursuant to chapter 18.64
RCW or chapter 18.92 RCW, and (2) it is used, or intended to be used, in
the treatment of human beings or animals for any ailment or adverse con-
dition: PROVIDED, That DMSO intended for topical application, consis-
tent with rules governing purity and labeling promulgated by the state
board of pharmacy, shall not be considered a legend drug and may be sold
by any retailer.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is added to chapter 70.54 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

No hospital or health facility may interfere with the physician/patient
relationship by restricting or forbidding the use of DMSO (dimethyl
sulfoxide) when prescribed or administered by a physician licensed pursuant
to chapter 18.57 or 18.71 RCW and requested by a patient under his/her
care who has requested the substance after having been given sufficient in-
formation in writing to make an informed decision.

No physician may be subject to disciplinary action by any entity of ei-
ther the state of Washington or a professional association for prescribing or
administering DMSO (dimethyl sulfoxide) to a patient under his/her care
who has requested the substance after having been given sufficient informa-
tion in writing to make an informed decision.

It is not the intent of this section to shield a physician from acts or
omissions which otherwise would constitute unprofessional conduct as de-
fined in RCW 18.57.170and 18.72.030.
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