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CHAPTER 59
[House Bill No. 75]

TRANSPORTATION COMM ISSION SEPARATE OPERATING BUDGET

AN ACT Relating to transportation; amending section 6, chapter 151, Laws of 1977 ex. sess.
and RCW 47.01.061; and amending section 7, chapter 151, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. as
amended by section 45, chapter 87, Laws of 1980 and RCW 47.01.071.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Section 1. Section 6, chapter 151, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. and RCW 47-
.01.061 are each amended to read as follows:

The commission shall meet at such times as it deems advisable but at
least once every month. It may adopt its own rules and regulations and may
establish its own procedure. It shall act collectively in harmony with re-
corded resolutions or motions adopted by majority vote of at least four
members. The commission may appoint an administrative secretary, and
shall elect one of its members chairman for a term of one year. The chair-
man shall be able to vote on all matters before the commission.

The commission shall submit to each regular session of the legislature
held in an odd-numbered year its own budget proposal necessary for the
commission's operations separate from that proposed for the department.
Such proposal shall include the cost of such staff as the commission deems
necessary to fulfill its responsibilities in an independent manner. The budget
proposal shall provide for planners, policy analysts, legal counsel, consult-
ants, and technical and clerical personnel as needed, who shall be commis-
sion employees, shall be responsible to the commission and shall have no
employment relation or affiliation with the department or the legislature.

Each member of the commission shall receive compensation of sixty
dollars per day for each day actually spent in the performance of duties,
and actual necessary traveling and other expenses in going to, attending,
and returning from meetings of the commission, and actual and necessary
traveling and other expenses incurred in the discharge of such duties as may
be requested by a majority vote of the commission or by the secretary of
transportation, but in no event shall a commissioner be compensated in any
year for more than one hundred twenty days, except the chairman of the
commission who may be paid compensation for not more than one hundred
fifty days. Service on the commission shall not be considered as service
credit for the purposes of any public retirement system.

Sec. 2. Section 7, chapter 151, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. as amended by
section 45, chapter 87, Laws of 1980 and RCW 47.01.071 are each amend-
ed to read as follows:

The transportation commission shall have the following functions, pow-
ers, and duties:
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(1) To propose policies to be adopted by the legislature designed to as-
sure the development and maintenance of a comprehensive and balanced
state-wide transportation system which will meet the needs of the people of
this state for safe and efficient transportation services. Wherever appropri-
ate the policies shall provide for the use of integrated, intermodal transpor-
tation systems to implement the social, economic, and environmental
policies, goals, and objectives of the people of the state, and especially to
conserve nonrenewable natural resources including land and energy. To this
end the commission shall:

(a) Develop transportation policies which are based on the policies,
goals, and objectives expressed and inherent in existing state laws;

(b) Inventory the adopted policies, goals, and objectives of the local and
area-wide governmental bodies of the state and define the role of the state,
regional, and local governments in determining transportation policies, in
transportation planning, and in implementing the state transportation plan;

(c) Propose a transportation policy for the state, and after notice and
public hearings, submit the proposal to the legislative transportation com-
mittee and the senate and house transportation committees by January 1,
1978, for consideration in the next legislative session;

(d) Establish a procedure for review and revision of the state transpor-
tation policy and for submission of proposed changes to the legislature;

(e) To integrate the state-wide transportation plan with the needs of the
elderly and handicapped, and to coordinate federal and state programs di-
rected at assisting local governments to answer such needs;

(2) To establish the policy of the department to be followed by the sec-
retary on each of the following items:

(a) To provide for the effective coordination of state transportation
planning with national transportation policy, state and local land use poli-
cies, and local and regional transportation plans and programs;

(b) To provide for public involvement in transportation designed to elicit
the public's views both with respect to adequate transportation services and
appropriate means of minimizing adverse social, economic, environmental,
and energy impact of transportation programs;

(c) To provide for the administration of grants in aid and other financial
assistance to counties and municipal corporations for transportation
purposes;

(d) To provide for the management, sale, and lease of property or prop-
erty rights owned by the department which are not required for transporta-
tion purposes;

(3) To direct the secretary to prepare and submit to the commission a
comprehensive and balanced state-wide transportation plan which shall be
based on the transportation policy adopted by the legislature and applicable
state and federal laws. After public notice and hearings, the commission
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shall adopt the plan and submit it to the legislative transportation commit-
tee and to the house and senate standing committees on transportation be-
fore January 1, 1980, for consideration in the 1980 regular legislative
session. The plan shall be reviewed and revised prior to each regular session
of the legislature during an even-numbered year thereafter. A preliminary
plan shall be submitted to such committees by January 1, 1979.

The plan shall take into account federal law and regulations relating to
the planning, construction, and operation of transportation facilities;

(4) To propose to the governor and the legislature prior to the convening
of each regular session held in an odd-numbered year a recommended
budget for the operations of the commission as required by RCW
47.01.061;

(5) To approve and propose to the governor and to the legislature prior
to the convening of each regular session during an odd-numbered year a
recommended budget for the operation of the department and for carrying
out the program of the department for the ensuing biennium. The proposed
budget shall separately state the appropriations to be made from the motor
vehicle fund for highway purposes in accordance with constitutional limita-
tions and appropriations and expenditures to be made from the general
fund, or accounts thereof, and other available sources for other operations
and programs of the department;

((f-5))) (6) To review and authorize all departmental requests for
legislation;

(((6)) (7) To approve the issuance and sale of all bonds authorized by
the legislature for capital construction of state highways, toll facilities,
Columbia Basin county roads (for which reimbursement to the motor vehi-
cle fund has been provided), urban arterial projects, and aviation facilities;

(8) To adopt such rules, regulations, and policy directives as
may be necessary to carry out reasonably and properly those functions ex-
pressly vested in the commission by statute;

(9) To delegate any of its powers to the secretary of transporta-
tion whenever it deems it desirable for the efficient administration of the
department and consistent with the purposes of this title;

(((9))) (10) To exercise such other specific powers and duties as may be
vested in the transportation commission by this or any other provision of
law.

Passed the House April 16, 1981.
Passed the Senate April 14, 1981.
Approved by the Governor April 25, 1981.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 25, 1981.
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