
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1983

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. Sections 1 through 9 of this act constitute a
new chapter in Title 39 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. (1) This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect July 1,
1983.

(2) Contracts entered into before September 1, 1983, are not subject to
this act.

Passed the Senate March 25, 1983.
Passed the House April 18, 1983.
Approved by the Governor April 23, 1983.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 23, 19:33.

CHAPTER 121
(Senate Bill No. 30181

PRELIMINARY PLATS-FILING PERIODS-LOCAL AUTHORITY-
REVIEW OF DECISION

AN ACT Relating to the division of land; amending and reenacting section 2, chapter 271,
Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as amended by section 1, chapter 292, Laws of 1981 and by section
2, chapter 293, Laws of 1981 and RCW 58.17.020; amending and reenacting section 4,
chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last amended by section 2, chapter 292, Laws of
1981 and by section 3, chapter 293, Laws of 1981 and RCW 58.17.040; amending section
14, chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last amended by section 7, chapter 293, Laws
of 1981 and RCW 58.17.140; amending section IS, chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as
amended by section 8, chapter 293, Laws of 1981 and RCW 58.17.150; and amending
section 18, chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 58.17.180.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 2, chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as amended by
section 1, chapter 292, Laws of 1981 and by section 2, chapter 293, Laws of
1981 and RCW 58.17,020 are each amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context or subject matter clearly re-
quires otherwise, the words or phrases defined in this section shall have the
indicated meanings.

(1) "Subdivision" is the division or redivision of land into five or more
lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions for the purpose of sale, lease, or trans-
fer of ownership, except as provided in subsection (6) of this section.

(2) "Plat" is a map or representation of a subdivision, showing thereon
the division of a tract or parcel of land into lots, blocks, streets and alleys or
other divisions and dedications.

(3) "Dedication" is the deliberate appropriation of land by an owner for
any general and public uses, reserving to himself no other rights than such
as are compatible with the full exercise and enjoyment of the public uses to
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which the property has been devoted. The intention to dedicate shall be evi-
denced by the owner by the presentment for filing of a final plat or short
plat showing the dedication thereon; and, the acceptance by the public shall
be evidenced by the approval of such plat for filing by the appropriate gov-
ernmental unit.

(4) "Preliminary plat" is a neat and approximate drawing of a proposed
subdivision showing the general layout of streets and alleys, lots, blocks, and
other elements of a subdivision consistent with the requirements of this
chapter. The preliminary plat shall be the basis for the approval or disap-
proval of the general layout of a subdivision.

(5) "Final plat" is the final drawing of the subdivision and dedication
prepared for filing for record with the county auditor and containing all el-
ements and requirements set forth in this chapter and in local regulations
adopted under this chapter.

(6) "Short subdivision" is the division or redivision of land into four or
fewer lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions for the purpose of sale, lease, or
transfer of ownership: PROVIDED, That the legislative authority of any
city or town may by local ordinance increase the number of lots, tracts, or
parcels to be regulated as short subdivisions to a maximum of nine.

(((6))) (7) "Binding site plan" means a drawing to a scale specified by
local ordinance which: (a) Identifies and shows the areas and locations of all
streets, roads, improvements, utilities, open spaces, and any other matters
specified by local regulations; (b) contains inscriptions or attachments set-
ting forth such appropriate limitations and conditions for the use of the land
as are established by the local government body having authority to approve
the site plan; and (c) contains provisions making any development be in
conformity with the site plan.

(8) "Short plat' is the map or representation of a short subdivision.
(9) "Lot" is a fractional part of divided lands having fixed boundaries,

being of sufficient area and dimension to meet minimum zoning require-
ments for width and area. The term shall include tracts or parcels.

(10) "Block" is a group of lots, tracts, or parcels within well defined and
fixed boundaries.

(11) "County treasurer" shall be as defined in chapter 36.29 RCW or
the office or person assigned such duties under a county charter.

(12) "County auditor" shall be as defined in chapter 36.22 RCW or the
office or person assigned such duties under a county charter.

(13) "County road engineer" shall be as defined in chapter 36.40 RCW
or the office or person assigned such duties under a county charter.

(14) "Planning commission' means that body as defined in chapters 36-
.70, 35.63, or 35A.63 RCW as designated by the legislative body to perform
a planning function or that body assigned such duties and responsibilities
under a city or county charter.
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(15) "County commissioner" shall be as defined in chapter 36.32 RCW
or the body assigned such duties under a county charter.

Sec. 2. Section 4, chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last amended
by section 2, chapter 292, Laws of 1981 and by section 3, chapter 293,
Laws of 1981 and RCW 58.17.040 are each amended and reenacted to read
as follows:

The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to:
(1) Cemeteries and other burial plots while used for that purpose;
(2) Divisions of land into lots or tracts each of which is one-one hun-

dred twenty-eighth of a section of land or larger, or five acres or larger if
the land is not capable of description as a fraction of a section of land, un-
less the governing authority of the city, town, or county in which the land is
situated shall have adopted a subdivision ordinance requiring plat approval
of such divisions: PROVIDED, That for purposes of computing the size of
any lot under this item which borders on a street or road, the lot size shall
be expanded to include that area which would be bounded by the center line
of the road or street and the side lot lines of the lot running perpendicular
to such center line;

(3) Divisions made by testamentary provisions, or the laws of descent;
(4) Divisions of land into lots or tracts classified for industrial or com-

mercial use when the governing body of the city, town, or county has ap-
proved a binding site plan for the use of the land in accordance with local
regulations: PROVIDED, That when a binding site plan authorizes a sale
or other transfer of ownership of a lot, parcel, or tract, the binding site plan
shall be filed for record in the county auditor's office on each lot, parcel, or
tract created pursuant to the binding site plan: PROVIDED FURTHER,
That the binding site plan and all of its requirements shall be legally en-
forceable on the purchaser or other person acquiring ownership of the lot,
parcel, or tract: AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That sale or transfer of
such a lot, parcel, or tract in violation of the binding site plan, or without
obtaining binding site plan approval, shall be considered a violation of
chapter 58.17 RCW and shall be restrained by injunctive action and be il-
legal as provided in chapter 58.17 RCW; ((and))

(5) A division for the purpose of lease when no residential structure
other than mobile homes or travel trailers are permitted to be placed upon
the land when the governing body of the city, town, or county has approved
a binding site plan for the use of the land in accordance with local
regulations((-));

((-5))) (6) A division made for the purpose of adjusting boundary lines
which does not create any additional lot, tract, parcel, site, or division nor
create any lot, tract, parcel, site, or division which contains insufficient area
and dimension to meet minimum requirements for width and area for a
building site; and
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(((6)) (7) A division which is made by subjecting a portion of a parcel
or tract of land to chapter 64.32 RCW if a city, town, or county has ap-
proved a binding site plan for all of such land((-)).

See. 3. Section 14, chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last amended
by section 7, chapter 293, Laws of 1981 and RCW 58.17.140 are each
amended to read as follows:

Preliminary plats of any proposed subdivision and dedication shall be
approved, disapproved, or returned to the applicant for modification or cor-
rection within ninety days from date of filing thereof unless the applicant
consents to an extension of such time period: PROVIDED, That if an envi-
ronmental impact statement is required as provided in RCW 43.21C.030,
the ninety day period shall not include the time spent preparing and circu-
lating the environmental impact statement by the local government agency.
Final plats and short plats shall be approved, disapproved, or returned to
the applicant within thirty days from the date of filing thereof, unless the
applicant consents to an extension of such time period. A final plat meeting
all requirements of this chapter shall be submitted to the legislative body of
the city, town, or county for approval within three years of the date of pre-
liminary plat approval: PROVIDED, That this three-year time period shall
retroactively apply to any preliminary plat pending before a city, town, or
county as of the effective date of this 1983 act where the authority to pro-
ceed with the filing of a final plat has not lapsed under an applicable city,
town, or county ordinance containing a shorter time period that was in ef-
fect when the preliminary plat was approved. An applicant who files a writ-
ten request with the legislative body of the city, town, or county at least
thirty days before the expiration of this three-year period shall be granted
one one-year extension upon a showing that the applicant has attempted in
good faith to submit the final plat within the three-year period. Nothing
contained in this section shall act to prevent any city, town, or county from
adopting by ordinance procedures which would allow other extensions of
time that may or may not contain additional or altered conditions and
requirements.

Sec. 4. Section 15, chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as amended by
section 8, chapter 293, Laws of 1981 and RCW 58.17.150 are each amend-
ed to read as follows:

Each preliminary plat submitted for final approval of the legislative
body shall be accompanied by the following agencies' recommendations for
approval or disapproval:

(1) Local health department or other agency furnishing sewage disposal
and supplying water as to the adequacy of the proposed means of sewage
disposal and water supply;

(2) Local planning agency or commission, charged with the responsibil-
ity of reviewing plats and subdivisions, as to compliance with all terms of
the preliminary approval of the proposed plat subdivision or dedication;
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(3) City, town or county engineer.
Ecept as provided in RCW 58.17.140, an agency or person issuing a

recommendation for subsequent approval under subsections (1) and (3) of
this section shall not modify the terms of its recommendations without the
consent of the applicant.

Sec. 5. Section 18, chapter 271, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and RCW 58-
.17.180 are each amended to read as follows:

Any decision approving or disapproving any plat shall be reviewable for
unlawful, arbitrary, capricious or corrupt action or nonaction by writ of re-
view before the superior court of the county in which such matter is pend-
ing. (( T .. a ,tion a' be b.....t b, a property wc iA A the cit;y, towi
C i"ll li.¥1 ju JIIiduic..tiU, wiu deem lshimelf aggllcy ed thereby. PRO
IVIDED, That)) Standing to bring the action is limited to the following
parties:

(1) The applicant or owner of the property on which the subdivision is
proposed;

(2) Any property owner entitled to special notice under RCW
58.17.090;

(3) Atiy property owner who deems himself aggrieved thereby and who
will suffer direct and substantial impacts from the proposed subdivision.

Application for a writ of review shall be made to the court within thirty
days from any decision so to be reviewed. The cost of transcription of all
records ordered certified by the court for such review shall be borne by the
appellant.

Passed the Senate March 10, 1983.
Passed the House April 17, 1983.
Approved by the Governor April 23, 1983.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 23, 1983.

CHAPTER 122
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 30431

CRIMINALLY INSANE-FURLOUGH-ESCAPE-NOTICE

AN ACT Relating to state institutions; amending section 1, chapter 117, Laws of 1973 Ist ex.
sess. as amended by section 1, chapter 198, Laws of 1974 ex. sess. and RCW 10.77.010;
adding new sections to chapter 10.77 RCW; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 1, chapter 117, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as amended by

section 1, chapter 198, Laws of 1974 ex. sess. and RCW 10.77.010 are each
amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter:
(1) A "criminally insane" person means any person who has been ac-

quitted of a crime charged by reason of insanity, and thereupon found to be
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