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CHAPTER 286
[Substitute House Bill No. 3361

HEALTH CARE SERVICE CONTRACTORS-COVERAGE FOR CHIROPRACTIC
SERVICES REQUIRED, EXCEPTIONS-GROUNDS FOR DISAPPROVAL OF

CONTRACT FORMS

AN ACT Relating to health care; amending section 1, chapter 268, Laws of 1947 as last
amended by section 10, chapter 102, Laws of 1980 and RCW 48.44.010; amending sec-
tion 2, chapter 268, Laws of 1947 as last amended by section 1, chapter 65, Laws of 1973
Ist ex. sess. and RCW 48.44.020; and adding new sections to chapter 48.44 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. I. There is added to chapter 48.44 RCW a new

section to read as follows:
The legislature finds and declares that there is a paramount concern that

the right of the people to obtain access to health care in all its facets is be-
ing impaired. The legislature further finds that there is a heavy reliance by
the public upon prepaid health care service agreements and insurance,
whether profit or nonprofit, as the only effective manner in which the large
majority of the people can obtain access to quality health care. Further, the
legislature finds that health care service agreements may be anticompetitive
because of the exclusion of other licensed forms of health care and that be-
cause of the high costs of health care, there is a need for competition to re-
duce these costs. It is, therefore, declared to be in the public interest that
these contracts as a form of insurance be regulated under the police power
of the state to assure that all the people have the greatest access to health
care services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is added to chapter 48.44 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

(1) Each group contract for comprehensive health care service which is
entered into, or renewed, on or after September 8, 1983, between a health
care service contractor and the person or persons to receive such care shall
offer coverage for chiropractic care on the same basis as any other care.

(2) A patient of a chiropractor shall not be denied benefits under a con-
tract because the practitioner is not licensed under chapter 18.57 or 18.71
RCW.

(3) This section shall not apply to agreements entered into or renewed
by a health maintenance organization as defined in RCW 48.46.020(1) or a
federally qualified health maintenance organization.

(4) This section shall not apply to a group contract for comprehensive
health care services entered into in accordance with a collective bargaining
agreement between management and labor representatives. Benefits for chi-
ropractic care shall be offered by the employer in good faith on the same
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basis as any other care as a subject for collective bargaining for group con-
tracts for health care services.

Sec. 3. Section 1, chapter 268, Laws of 1947 as last amended by section
10, chapter 102, Laws of 1980 and RCW 48.44.010 are each amended to
read as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter:
(1) "Health care services" means and includes medical, surgical, dental,

chiropractic, hospital and other therapeutic services. Ambulance services li-
censed in this state, the services of an optometrist licensed by the state of
Washington, and the services of a pharmacist registered by the state of
Washington are also declared to be health care services for the purposes of
this chapter.

(2) "Doctor" means any person lawfully licensed or authorized to render
any health care services.

(3) "Health care service contractor" means any corporation, cooperative
group, or association, which corporation, cooperative group, or association is
sponsored by or otherwise intimately connected with a group of doctors li-
censed by the state of Washington or by a group of hospitals licensed by the
state of Washington; or doctor licensed by the state of Washington; or
group of doctors licensed by the state of Washington, who or which not
otherwise being engaged in the insurance business, accepts prepayment for
health care services from or for the benefit of persons or groups of persons
as consideration for providing such persons with any health care services.
The term also includes any corporation, cooperative group, or association,
sponsored by or otherwise intimately connected with a group of pharmacists
registered by the state of Washington; or any pharmacist, or group of phar-
macists, registered by the state of Washington; who or which not otherwise
being engaged in the insurance business, accepts prepayment for health care
services from or for the benefit of persons or groups of persons as consider-
ation for providing such persons with any health care services.

(4) "Participant" means a doctor, hospital, or licensed pharmacy, drug
store or dispensary, who or which has contracted in writing with a health
care service contractor to accept payment from and to look solely to such
contractor according to the terms of the subscriber contract for any health
care services rendered to a person who has previously paid such contractor
for such services.

Sec. 4. Section 2, chapter 268, Laws of 1947 as last amended by section
I, chapter 65, Laws of 1973 Ist ex. sess. and RCW 48.44.020 are each
amended to read as follows:

(I) Any health care service contractor may enter into agreements with
or for the benefit of persons or groups of persons which require prepayment
for health care services by or for such persons in consideration of such
health care service contractor providing one or more health care services to
such persons and such activity shall not be subject to the laws relating to
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insurance if the health care services are rendered by the health care service
contractor or by a participant.

(2) The commissioner may require the submission of contract forms for
his examination and may on examination, subject to the right of the health
care service contractor to demand and receive a hearing under chapters 48-
.04 and 34.04 RCW, disapprove any contract form for any of the following
grounds:

(a) If it contains or incorporates by reference any inconsistent, ambigu-
ous or misleading clauses, or exceptions and conditions which unreasonably
or deceptively affect the risk purported to be assumed in the general cover-
age of the contract; or

(b) If it has any title, heading or other indication of its provisions which
is misleading; or

(c) If purchase of health care services thereunder is being solicited by
deceptive advertising; or

(d) If, the benefits provided therein are unreasonable in relation to the
amount charged for the contract;

(e) If it contains unreasonable restrictions on the treatment of patients;
((or))

(f) If it violates any provision of this chapter; or
W If it fails to conform to minimum provisions or standards required

by regulation made by the commissioner pursuant to chapter 34.04 RCW.
NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

Passed the House April 23, 1983.
Passed the Senate April 18, 1983.
Approved by the Governor May 17, 1983.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 17, 1983.

CHAPTER 287
[Substitute House Bill No. 434]

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING-COVERAGE OF PORT DISTRICT
EMPLOYEES-ARBITRATION PANEL PROVISIONS MODIFIED

AN ACT Relating to collective bargaining for fire fighters; amending section 4, chapter 131,
Laws of 1973 as last amended by section 2, chapter 184, Laws of 1979 ex. sess. and RCW
41.56.450; amending section 19, chapter 87, Laws of 1980 and RCW 41.56.452; amend-
ing section 5, chapter 131, Laws of 1973 as amended by section 3, chapter 184, Laws of
1979 ex. sess. and RCW 41.56.460; amending section 10, chapter 131, Laws of 1973 and
RCW 41.56.905; and adding a new section to chapter 53.18 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
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