
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1984

CHAPTER 10
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 42741

PAWNBROKERS AND SECOND-HAND DEALERS

AN ACT Relating to pawnbrokers and second-hand dealers; amending section 235,
chapter 249, Laws of 1909 as amended by section 3, chapter 279, Laws of 1981 and RCW
19.60.010; amending section 229, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.020; amending
section 231, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.040; amending section 232, chapter
249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.050; amending section 234, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 as
amended by section I, chapter 91, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW 19.60.060; amending
section I, chapter 41, Laws of 1979 ex. sess. and RCW 19.60.062; adding new sections to
chapter 19.60 RCW; creating a new section; repealing section 236, chapter 249, Laws of 1909
and RCW 19.60.015; repealing section 230, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.030;
repealing section 233, chapter 249, Laws of 1909, section 29, chapter 292, Laws of 1971 ex.
sess. and RCW 19.60.063; repealing section I, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.065;
repealing section 2, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.070; repealing section 3, chap-
ter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.080; repealing section 4, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and
RCW 19.60.090; repealing section 5, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.100; prescrib-
ing penalties; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. I. Section 235, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 as amended by section

3, chapter 279, Laws of 1981 and RCW 19.60.010 are each amended to
read as follows:

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) Melted metals means metals derived from metal junk or precious
metals that have been reduced to a melted state from other than ore or
ingots which are produced from ore that has not previously been processed.

(2) Metal junk means any metal that has previously been milled,
shaped, stamped, or forged and that is no longer useful in its original form,
except precious metals.

(3) Nonmetal junk means any nonmetal, commonly discarded item
that is worn out, or has outlasted its usefulness as intended in its original
form except nonmetal iunk does not include an item made in a former peri-
od which has enhanced value because of its age.

(4) Pawnbroker means every person engaged, in whole or in part, in
the business of loaning money on the security of pledges, deposits or condi-
tional sales of personal property((, shall ... b de..d to b. a pawn, brok .

(2) Evey ie s nengage in whole or in pr i the business of pl"
elinsingl pieciis nts ini a placeK Uthlt, thuanl a place'K of" ui,~In: where .

PLC/IS',IUI meltals ariK" UIUl a nd c.lUt-istUmily~l pichnlse;K'd shllI be. d.nedII'

to be a pawibiok , doing us iness ii a filrt ,l city. PROVIDED, Tnat
anly , epoUIt I'i e lIth d to be" FUIInishe to t e chi Fofplieshl be; -uJise

to tie co.uity siff in tire absence.. O ,of a..hief of pl •

(5) Precious metals means gold, silver, and platinum.
(6) Second-hand dealer means every person engaged in whole or in

part in the business of purchasing, selling, trading, consignment selling, or
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otherwise transferring for value, second-hand property including metal
junk, melted metals, precious metals, whether or not the person maintains a
fixed place of business within the state.

(7) Second-hand property means any item of personal property offered
for sale which is not new, including metals in any form, except postage
stamps, coins that are legal tender, boullion in the form of fabricated
hallmarked bars, and clothing of a resale value of seventy-five dollars or
less, except furs.

(8) Transaction means a pledge, purchase, or consignment by a pawn-
broker or a second-hand dealer from a member of the general public.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The provisions of this chapter do not apply
to transactions conducted by the following:

(I) Motor vehicle dealers licensed under chapter 46.70 RCW;
(2) Motor vehicle wreckers or hulk haulers licensed under chapter 46-

.79 or 46.80 RCW;
(3) Persons giving an allowance for the trade-in or exchange of sec-

ond-hand property on the purchase of other merchandise of the same kind
of greater value; and

(4) Persons in the business of buying empty food and beverage con-
tainers or nonmetal junk.

Sec. 3. Section 229, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.020
are each amended to read as follows:

((It shl.l e te .,d ty o )) (I) Every ((pawn broke,)) pawnbroker and
second-hand dealer doing business ((in any city of tife first clas)) in this
state ((to)) shall maintain ((ir -his- place of)) wherever that business ((a
bou o, o h, peiiiiaiit)) is conducted a record in which shall be legibly
written in the English language, at the time of each ((l0a,, puuCIlase o, sale,
a record the,.eoF cointaiiig-))transaction the following information:

(((-))) (a) The signature of the person with whom the transaction is
made;

(b) The date of the transaction;
(((-2))) (c) The name of the person or employee conducting the

((s=ae)) transaction;
((0))) (d) The name, ((agv, sti.t ad l..... houumb, and a general

date of birth, sex, height, weight, race, and address of the person with
whom the transaction is ((had)) made;

(((4) T.. .nai. .and st..t and husuu .- , of tile.. w of t"

bought uuul eciediledg w as ilas enoved-

(6)) (e A complete description of the property pledged, bought, or
-.

.
-., 1 , Y.I 5A' ;,% -, - - " - - e -L. Off !! '.-.-.L.A'. I.uu. uuufu.= .eRc
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of-jewelry alll coti C decii.pt on ot f nillett 1 e 1 Id Itnaik l iU bU
tLiUII. PROVIDE, That yl ii Il aI k le bought o, Ieivd IS furniture,

, t.. It o... f J house a, oin ac ly ipete o. theL pen
glelrcial recordI of Iti1C halllll illC n hll bcU ff l.icllilnt,

(-7))) consigned, including the brand name, serial number, model num-
ber, initials, engravings, size, patterns, and color, and in the case of fire-
arms, the caliber, barrel length, type of action, and whether it is a pistol,
rifle, or shotgun;

Lf) The price paid or the amount loaned;
(((B) Th,. .. . and str...t and hous ...... bLi. of nl, pe .n s it,.s-

ing th. trans actioI; --ld
(97

) 
T1 number OIil f any P.aWi tk i c *- isslucd~ I tU ; lll b,))~

(g) The type and identifying number of identification used by the per-
son with whom the transaction is made, which shall consist of a valid driv-
ers license or identification card issued by any state or two pieces of
identification issued by a governmental agency, one of which shall be de-
scriptive of the person identified; and

(h) The nature of the transaction, a number identifying the transac-
tion, the name and address of the business conducting the transaction, and
the location of the property.

(2) This record shall at all times during the ordinary hours of business,
or at reasonable times if ordinary hours of business are not kept, be open to
the inspection of any commissioned law enforcement officer of the state or
any of its political subdivisions, and shall be maintained wherever that
business is conducted for three years following the date of the transaction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. There is added to chapter 19.60 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

No person may operate as a pawnbroker unless the person maintains a
fixed place of business within the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. There is added to chapter 19.60 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

Following notification from a law enforcement agency that an item of
property has been reported as stolen, the pawnbroker or second-hand dealer
shall hold that property intact and safe from alteration, damage, or com-
mingling. The pawnbroker or second-hand dealer shall place an identifying
tag or other suitable identification upon the property so held. Property held
shall not be released for one hundred twenty days from the date of police
notification unless released by written consent of the applicable law en-
forcement agency or by order of a court of competent jurisdiction. The
pawnbroker or second-hand dealer shall give ten days written notice before
the expiration of the one hundred twenty-day holding period to the appli-
cable law enforcement agency about the stolen property. If notice is not
given within the required ten-day period, then the hold on the property
shall continue for an additional one hundred twenty days. The applicable
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law enforcement agency may renew the holding period for additional one
hundred twenty-day periods as necessary.

Sec. 6. Section 231, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.040
are each amended to read as follows:

(I) Upon request every ((pawn-broker)) pawnbroker and second-hand
dealer doing business in ((any ity of te.. firs and second class)) the state
shall((, before noon of each day,)) furnish or mail within twenty-four hours
to the chief of police of ((such)) the city or to the county's chief law en-
forcement officer, on such forms as ((sumh)) are provided by the chief of
police ((may piovde thebeoi )) or the county's chief law enforcement offi-
cer, a full, true, and correct transcript of the record of all transactions
((had)) conducted on the preceding day((, and, havina)) within the juris-
diction of the chief of police or the county's chief law enforcement officer.

(2) If a pawnbroker or second-hand dealer has good cause to believe
that any property in his or her possession has been previously lost or stolen,
((he)) the pawnbroker or second-hand dealer shall ((forthwith)) promptly
report ((such)) that fact to the applicable chief of police or the county's
chief law enforcement officer, together with the name of the owner, if
known, and the date when, and the name of the person from whom ((the
same)) it was received ((by-him)).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. There is added to chapter 19.60 RCW a new
section to read as follows:

(1) Property bought or received on consignment by a second-hand
dealer with a permanent place of business in the state shall not be removed
from that place of business, except consigned property returned to the own-
er, within fifteen days after the receipt of the property. Property shall at all
times during the ordinary hours of business be open to inspection to any
commissioned law enforcement officer of the state or any of its political
subdivisions.

(2) Property bought or received on consignment by a second-hand
dealer without a permanent place of business in the state, shall be held
within the city or county in which the property was received, except con-
signed property returned to the owner, for fifteen days after receipt of the
property. The property shall be available within the appropriate jurisdiction
for inspection at reasonable times by any commissioned law enforcement
officer of the state or any of its political subdivisions.

Sec. 8. Section 232, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.050
are each amended to read as follows:

((No)) Property bought or received in pledge by any ((pawn brokei-or
second-hand deale)) pawnbroker shall not be removed from ((his)) that
place of business, except when redeemed by the owner ((thereof)), within
((forr)) fifteen days after the receipt ((thiuf sha.ll have been reported to
the. ,hief of pi,,,.l p, , evd)) of the property. Property shall at all

12161

Ch. 10



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1984

times during the ordinary hours of business be open to inspection to any
commissioned law enforcement officer of the state or any of its political
subdivisions.

Sec. 9. Section 234, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 as amended by section
1, chapter 91, Laws of 1973 Ist ex. sess. and RCW 19.60.060 are each
amended to read as follows:

All ((pawn-brokers)) pawnbrokers are authorized to charge and receive
interest and other fees at the following rates for money loaned on the secu-
rity of personal property actually received in pledge:

(1) The interest shall not exceed:
(a) For an amount loaned up to $19.99 - interest at $1.00 per month;
(b) For an amount loaned from $20.00 to $39.99 - interest at the rate

of $1.50 per month;
(c) For an amount loaned from $40.00 to $75.99 - interest at the rate

of $2.00 per month;
(d) For an amount loaned from $76.00 to $100.99 - interest at the rate

of $2.50 per month;
(e) For an amount loaned from $101.00 to $125.99 - interest at the

rate of $3.00 per month;
(f) For an amount loaned from $126.00 or more - interest at the rate

of three percent a month;
(2) The fee for the preparation of documents, pledges, or reports re-

quired under the laws of the United States of America, the state of
Washington, or the counties, cities, towns, or other political subdivisions
thereof, shall not exceed:

(a) For the amount loaned up to $4.99 - the sum of $.50;
(b) For the amount loaned from $5.00 to $9.99 - the sum of $2.00;
(c) For the amount loaned from $10.00 to $19.99 - the sum of $3.00;
(d) For the amount loaned from $20.00 to (($39.99)) $29.99 - the sum

of $4.00;
(e) For the amount loaned from (($40.00 to $74.99)) $30.00 to $39.99

- the sum of $5.00;
(f) For the amount loaned from (($75.00 to $99.99)) $40.00 to $49.99

- the sum of (($-7750)) $6.00;
(g) For the amount loaned from (($160.00 o, ir,- )) $50.00 to $59.99

- the sum of (($983N)) $7.00;

lt,.t oll fbi StOlas Of, ,and storage of . .. . _ . . . ___, . ... .. r - peiolut property nc .tually' icceive ini

Value $100.00 to $299.99, aii -i-iouinL equal tu o01 ,-.-tenthi of uine prI.ent Of
the, valui.. t1 1 f as CIareed uponuin w~ig betweenI the. ple r _ d tit..
pleftee
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(b) ro. jecy 01 U thl~ Peloia Prouperty lhpvpinca

vaL ex $30.00gan aMUi t Ual to o......-iwft f oIne plc. ilt
tile ~ ~ ~ wm vaWu thmo asued pnol witfing bt

s
wcen

l te pld.o andtil-

piedrge,
(-4))) (h) For the amount loaned from $60.00 to $69.99 - the sum of

$8.00;
(i) For the amount loaned from $70.00 to $79.99 - the sum of $9.00;
(.) For the amount loaned from $80.00 to $89.99 - the sum of $10.00;
(k) For the amount loaned from $90.00 to $99.99 - the sum of $11.00;
(I) For the amount loaned from $100.00 to $124.99 - the sum of

$12.00;
(m) For the amount loaned from $125.00 to $149.99 - the sum of

$13.00;
(n) For the amount loaned from $150.00 to $174.99 - the sum of

$14.00;
(o) For the amount loaned from $175.00 to $199.99 - the sum of

$15.00;
(p) For the amount loaned from $200.00 to $249.99 - the sum of

$16.00;
(q) For the amount loaned from $250.00 to $299.99 - the sum of

$17.00;
(r) For the amount loaned from $300.00 to $399.99 - the sum of

$18.00;
(s) For the amount loaned from $400.00 to $499.99 - the sum of

$19.00;
(t) For the amount loaned from $500.00 or more - the sum of $20.00;
(3) Fees under subsection((s)) (2) ((a-nd--3-)) of this section may be

charged one time only during the term of a pledge((, aid every puisoi --iu
~~~~~~ -iI il~~ discount ui otiea es ni n,

such.l I~loa , o," UI ally ncItult oi pIetend. Il ai;U , l tcU nIpi| onl of lp isoiil

property, i who shll sell aUy proipety IhId fU Iedl 'pltUI Within 1 il l;iity

d ays ; tlle peiioUd fU rdIemIptiUn shlall lave, eApit;cd, shall be Ulty of n
misdemeanor)).

A copy of this section, set in twelve point type or larger, shall be posted
prominently in each premises subject to this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. There is added to chapter 19,60 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

(I) A pawnbroker shall not sell any property received in pledge within
ninety days after the term of the loan expires. However, if a pledged article
is not redeemed within the ninety-day period, the pawnbroker has all rights,
title, and interest of the pledgor or the pledgor's assigns.

(2) Every transaction entered into by a pawnbroker shall be evidenced
by a written document, a copy of which shall be furnished to the pledgor.
The document shall set forth the loan period, the date on which the loan is
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due and payable, and shall inform the pledgor of the pledgor's right to re-
deem the pledge within ninety days after the expiration of the loan term.

Sec. 11. Section 1, chapter 41, Laws of 1979 ex. sess. and RCW 19-
.60.062 are each amended to read as follows:

((,,, e e t............. ...... . lo ates..i st le goods... .. . .. . i• t.w
possessi uF a pawn1b1 ok, u& se.,cud-hund dealei,, anid b~g nit actioni to
i,.cuvc, possesioni, including pioccdings puistailn to cJinptetsI 7.64 and 12-

i - uai wt , w d a t. )) In an action brought by an owner to re-
cover goods in the possession of a pawnbroker or second-hand dealer, the
prevailing party is entitled to reasonable attorney's fees and costs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. There is added to chapter 19.60 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

It is a gross misdemeanor under chapter 9A.20 RCW for:
(I) Any person to remove, alter, or obliterate any manufacturer's

make, model, or serial number, personal identification number, or identify-
ing marks engraved or etched upon an item of personal property that was
purchased, consigned, or received in pledge;

(2) Any person to knowingly make, cause, or allow to be made any
false entry or misstatement of any material matter in any book, record, or
writing required to be kept under this chapter;

(3) Any pawnbroker or second-hand dealer to receive any property
from any person under the age of eighteen years, any person under the in-
fluence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, or any person known to the pawn-
broker or second-hand dealer as having been convicted of burglary,
robbery, theft, or possession of or receiving stolen property within the past
ten years whether the person is acting in his or her own behalf or as the
agent of another; or

(4) Any person to violate knowingly any other provision of this
chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. There is added to chapter 19.60 RCW a
new section to read as follows:

The regulation of pawnbrokers and second-hand dealers under this
chapter is not intended to restrict political subdivisions from enacting ordi-
nances or codes requiring the licensing of pawnbrokers and second-hand
dealers or from enacting ordinances or codes which are more restrictive
than the provisions of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. The following acts or parts of acts are each
repealed:

(1) Section 236, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.015;
(2) Section 230, chapter 249, Laws of 1909 and RCW 19.60.030;
(3) Section 233, chapter 249, Laws of 1909, section 29, chapter 292,

Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 19.60.063;
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(4) Section 1, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.065;
(5) Section 2, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.070;
(6) Section 3, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.080;
(7) Section 4, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.090; and
(8) Section 5, chapter 89, Laws of 1939 and RCW 19.60.100.
NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. If any provision of this act or its application

to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect thirty
days after it is signed by the governor and filed with the secretary of state.

Passed the Senate January 31, 1984.
Passed the House February 16, 1984.
Approved by the Governor February 21, 1984.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State February 21, 1984.

CHAPTER I I
ISubstitutc Senate Bill No. 42871

COUNTY ROAD ENGINEER-SEVENTH CLASS COUNTIES

AN ACT Relating to the employment of the county road engineer; amending section 36-
.80.010, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as last amended by section 1, chapter 93, Laws of 1980 and
RCW 36.80.010; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 36.80.010, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 as last amended by

section 1, chapter 93, Laws of 1980 and RCW 36.80.010 are each amended
to read as follows:

The board shall employ a full-time county road engineer residing in
the county((. PROVIDED, That)). In seventh, eighth, and ninth class
counties it may employ a county engineer on a part-time basis who need
not be a resident of ((such)) the county, or it may contract with other
counties for the engineering services of a county road engineer from such
other counties((. PROVDED FURTHRI , TI hat aiy h. 0,lb intlh Jh.-

canti .. t wit. t. c... f . -.IViceuI.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
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