WASHINGTON LAWS, 1985

Ch. 119

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect June
30, 1985.
Passed the House February 11, 1985.
Passed the Senate April 10, 1985.
Approved by the Governor April 22, 1985.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 22, 1985.

CHAPTER 119
[House Bill No. 341
HOT WATER HEATER THERMOSTAT SETBACK IN MULTI-UNIT RESIDENCES
AN ACT Relating to water heaters in multipic-unit residences; and amending RCW
19.27.130.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 2, chapter 178, Laws of 1983 and RCW 19.27.130 are
each amended to read as follows:
(I) "Hot water heater" means the primary source of hot water for a
residence.
(2) The thermostat of a new water heater offered for sale or lease in
this state for use in a residential unit, shall be preset by the manufacturer
no higher than one hundred twenty degrees Fahrenheit (or forty-nine degrees Celsius) or the minimum setting on any water heater which cannot be
set as low as that temperature. Water heating systems may utilize higher
reservoir temperature if mixing valves are set or systems are designed to restrict the temperature of water to one hundred twenty degrees Fahrenheit.
(3) Upon occupancy of a new tenant in a residential unit leased or
rented in this state, if hot water is supplied from an accessible, individual
water heater, the water heater shall be set by the owner or agent at a temperature not higher than one hundred twenty degrees Fahrenheit (fortynine degrees Celsius) or the minimum setting on any water heater which
cannot be set as low as that temperature. Water heating systems may utilize
higher reservoir temperature if mixing valves are set or systems are designed to restrict the temperature of water to one hundred twenty degrees
Fahrenheit.
-(4) Nothing in this section shall prohibit an owner of an owner-occupied residential unit or resident of a leased or rented residential unit from
readjusting the temperature setting after occupancy. Any readjustment of
the temperature setting by the resident relieves the owner or agent of an
individual residential unit and the manufacturer of water heaters from liability for damages attributed to the readjustment by the resident.
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(5) The utility providing energy for any water heater under this section
shall at least annually, include in its billing a statement:
(a) Recommending that water heaters be set no higher than one hundred twenty degrees Fahrenheit or the minimum setting on a water heater
which cannot be set as low as that temperature to prevent severe burns and
reduce excessive energy consumption; and
(b) That the thermostat of an individual water heater furnished in a
residential unit leased or rented in this state to new tenants shall be set no
higher than one hundred twenty degrees Fahrenheit or the minimum setting
on a water heater which cannot be set as low as that temperature pursuant
to chapter 19.27 RCW.
(6) The manufacturer of a water heater under this section which is offered for sale or installed after July 24, 1983, shall have a tag attached to
the thermostat access plate or immediately adjacent to exposed thermostats.
The tag shall state that the thermostat settings above the preset temperature may cause severe burns and consume excessive energy.
(7) Nothing in this section requires or permits any inspections other
than those otherwise required or permitted by law.
(8) This section does not apply to multiple-unit residences supplied by
central water heater systems.
Passed the House January 30, 1985.
Passed the Senate April 11, 1985.
Approved by the Governor April 22, 1985.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 22, 1985.

CHAPTER 120
[Substitute House Bill No. 321]
COUNTY ROAD FUNDS
AN ACT Relating to county road funds; amending RCW 46.68.120, 46.68.124, and 36.80.080; and providing an effective date.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. I. Section 46.68.120, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 as last amended
by section 1, chapter 33, Laws of 1982 and RCW 46.68.120 are each
amended to read as follows:
Funds to be paid to the counties of the state shall be subject to deduction and distribution as follows:
(I) One and one-half percent of such funds shall be deducted monthly
as such funds accrue and set aside for the use of the department of transportation and the county road administration board for the supervision of
work and expenditures of such counties on the county roads thereof, including the supervision and administration of federal-aid programs for which
the department of transportation has responsibility: PROVIDED, That any
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