WASHINGTON LAWS, 1985 Ch. 376

CHAPTER 376
[Substitute Scnate Bill No. 3500]
STATE HIGHWAY INFORMATION AND DIRECTIONAL SIGNS

AN ACT Relating to tourist and agricultural directional signs; amending RCW 47.42-
.020, 47.42.040, 47.42,047, 47.42.055, and 47.42.080; adding ncw scctions to chapter 47.42
RCW; and creating a new section,

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature that state
highway information and directional signs provide appropriate guidance to
all motorists traveling throughout the state. Such guidance should include
the identity, location, and types of recreational, cultural, educational, enter-
tainment, or unique or unusual commercial activitics whose principle source
of visitation is derived from motorists not residing in the immediate locale
of the activity. Such informational and directional signs shall comply with
Title 23, United States Code and the rules adopted by the department un-
der RCW 47.42.060.

Sec. 2. Scction 2, chapter 96, Laws of 1961 as last amended by section
222, chapter 7, Laws of 1984 and RCW 47.42.020 are cach amended to
rcad as follows:

The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Department” means the Washington state department of
transportation.

(2) "Erect” means to construct, build, raise, asscmble, place, affix, at-
tach, create, paint, draw, or in any other way bring into being or establish.

(3) "Interstate system" means any state highway which is or does be-
come part of the national system of interstate and defense highways as de-
scribed in section 103(d) of title 23, United States Code.

(4) "Maintain" means to allow to exist.

(5) "Person” means this state or any public or private corporation,
firm, partnership, association, as well as any individual or individuals.

(6) "Primary system" means any state highway which is or does be-
come part of the federal-aid primary system as described in section 103(b)
of title 23, United States Code.

(7) "Scenic system"” means (a) any state highway within any public
park, federal forest area, public beach, public recrcation area, or national
monument, (b) any state highway or portion thereof outside the boundaries
of any incorporated city or town designated by the legislature as a part of
the scenic system, or (c) any state highway or portion thercof outside the
boundaries of any incorporated city or town designated by the legislature as
a part of the scenic and recreational highway system except for the scctions
of highways specifically excluded in RCW 47.42.025.
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(8) "Sign" means any outdoor sign, display, device, figure, painting,
drawing, message, placard, poster, billboard, or other thing that is designed,
intended, or used to advertise or inform, any part of the advertising or in-
formative contents of which is visible from any place on the main-traveled
way of the interstate system or other state highway.

(9) "Commercial and industrial areas” means any area zoned com-
mercial or industrial by a county or municipal code, or if unzoned by a
county or municipal code, that area occupied by three or more separate and
distinct commercial or industrial activities, or any combination thereof,
within a space of five hundred feet and the area within five hundred feet of
such activities on both sides of the highway. The area shall be measured
from the outer edges of the regularly used buildings, parking lots, or storage
or processing areas of the commercial or industrial activity and not from the
property lines of the parcels upon which the activities are located. Mea-
surements shall be along or parallel to the edge of the main traveled way of
the highway. The following shall not be considered commercial or industrial
activities:

(a) Agricultural, forestry, grazing, farming, and related activities, in-
cluding, but not limited to, wayside fresh produce stands;

(b) Transient or temporary activities;

(c) Railroad tracks and minor sidings;

(d) Signs;

(e) Activities more than six hundred and sixty feet from the nearest
edge of the right of way;

(f) Activities conducted in a building principally used as a residence.
If any commercial or industrial activity that has been used in defining or
delincating an unzoned area ceases to operate for a period of six continuous
months, any signs located within the former unzoned areca become noncon-
forming and shall not be maintained by any person.

(10) "Specific information panel” means a panel, rectangular in shape,
located in the same manner as other official traffic signs readable from the
main traveled ways, and consisting of:

(a) The words "GAS," "FOOD," or "LODGING" and directional in-
formation; and

(b) One or more individual business signs mounted on the panel.

(11) "Business sign" means a separately attached sign mounted on the
specific information panel or roadside area information panel to show the
brand or trademark and name, or both, of the motorist service available on
the crossroad at or near the interchange. Nationally, regionally, or locally
known commercial symbols or trademarks for service stations, restaurants,
and motels shall be used when applicable. The brand or trademark identifi-
cation symbol used on the business sign shall be reproduced with the colors
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and general shape consistent with customary use. Any messages, trade-
marks, or brand symbols which interfere with, imitate, or resemble any offi-
cial warning or regulatory traffic sign, signal, or device are prohibited.

(12) "Roadside area information panel or display” mecans a panel or
display located so as not to be readable from the main traveled way, erected
in a safety rest area, scenic overlook, or similar roadside area, for providing
motorists with information in the specific interest of the traveling public.

{13) "Tourist~oriented directional sign" means a sign on a specific in-
formation panel on the state highway system to provide directional infor-
mation to a qualified tourist—oriented business, service, or activity.

(14) "Qualified tourist—oriented business" means any lawful cultural,
historical, recreational, educational, or entertaining activity or a unique or
unusual commercial or nonprofit activity, the major portion of whose in-
come or visitors are derived during its normal business season from motor-
ists not residing in the immediate area of the activity.

(15) "Temporary agricultural directional sign" means a sign on private
property adjacent to state highway right of way to provide directional in-
formation to places of business offering for sale seasonal agricultural pro-
ducts harvested or produced on the property where the sale is taking place.

Sec. 3. Section 4, chapter 96, Laws of 1961 as last amended by section
1, chapter 69, Laws of 1979 and RCW 47.42.040 are each amended to read
as follows:

It is declared to be the policy of the state that no signs which are visi-
ble from the main traveled way of the interstate system, primary system, or
scenic system shall be erected or maintained except the following types:

(1) Directional or other official signs or notices that are required or
authorized by law;

(2) Signs advertising the sale or lease of the property upon which they
are located;

(3) Signs advertising activities conducted on the property on which
they are located;

(4) Signs, not inconsistent with the policy of this chapter and the na-
tional policy set forth in section 131 of title 23, United States Code as cod-
ified and enacted by Public Law 85-767 and amended only by section 106,
Public Law 86-342, and the national standards promulgated thereunder by
the secretary of commerce or the secretary of transportation, advertising
activities being conducted at a location within twelve miles of the point at
which such signs are located: PROVIDED, That no sign lawfully erected
pursuant to this subsection adjacent to the interstate system and outside
commercial and industrial areas shall be maintained by any person after
three years from May 10, 1971;

(5) Signs, not inconsistent with the policy of this chapter and the na-
tional policy set forth in section 131 of title 23, United States Code as cod-
ified and enacted by Public Law 85-767 and amended only by section 106,
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Public Law 86-342, and the regulations promulgated thercunder by the
secretary of commerce or the secretary of transportation, designed to give
information in the specific interest of the traveling publicc PROVIDED,
That no sign lawfully erected pursuant to this subsection adjacent to the
interstate system and outside commercial and industrial areas shall be
maintained by any person after three years from May 10, 1971;

(6) Signs lawfully in existence on October 22, 1965, determined by the
commission, subject to the approval of the United States secretary of trans-
portation, to be landmark signs, including signs on farm structures or natu-
ral surfaces, of historic or artistic significance the preservation of which
would be consistent with the purposes of chapter 47.42 RCW; ((and))

(7) Public service signs, located on school bus stop shelters, which:

(a) Identify the donor, sponsor, or contributor of said shelters;

(b) Contain safety slogans or messages which occupy not less than six-
ty percent of the area of the sign;

(c) Contain no other message;

(d) Arc located on school bus shelters which are authorized or ap-
proved by city, county, or state law, regulation, or ordinance, and at places
approved by the city, county, or state agency controlling the highway in-
volved; and

(e) Do not cxceed thirty-two square feet in area. Not more than one
sign on cach shelter may face in any one direction.

Subsection (7) of this section notwithstanding, the department of
transportation shall adopt regulations relating to the appearance of school
bus shelters, the placement, size, and public service content of public service
signs located thereon, and the prominence of the identification of the do-
nors, sponsors, or contributors of the shelters.

(8) Temporary agricultural directional signs, with the following
restrictions:

(a) Signs shall be posted only during the period of time the seasonal
agricultural product is being sold;

(b) Signs shall not be placed adjacent to the interstate highway system
unless the sign qualifies as an on—premise sign;

(c) Signs shall not be placed within an incorporated city or town;

(d) Premises on which the seasonal agricultural products are sold must
be within fifteen miles of the state highway, and necessary supplemental
signing on local roads must be provided before the installation of the signs
on the state highway;

(e) Signs must be located so as not to restrict sight distances on ap-
proaches to intersections;

(N The department shall cstablish a permit system and fee schedule
and rules for the manufacturing, installation, and maintenance of these
signs in accordance with the policy of this chapter;
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(p) Signs in violation of these provisions shall be removed in accord-
ance with the procedures in RCW 47.42.080.

Only signs of types 1, 2 ((and)), 3 ((shatt)), 7, and 8 may be erected or
maintained within view of the scenic system. Signs of types 7 and 8 may

also be erected or maintained within view of the ((scemic-systemrand-the))

federal aid primary system.

Sec. 4. Section 4, chapter 80, Laws of 1974 ex. sess. as last amended
by section 2, chapter 142, Laws of 1985 and RCW 47.42.047 are cach
amended to read as follows:

The department is authorized to erect and maintain specific informa-
tion panels within the right of way of both the primary system and the sce-
nic system to give the traveling public specific information as to gas, food,
recreation, or lodging available off the primary or scenic highway accessible
by way of highways intersecting the primary or scenic highway. Such spe-
cific information panels and tourist oriented directional signs shall be per-
mitted only at locations within the corporate limits of cities and towns and
areas zoned for commercial or industrial uses where there is adequate dis-
tance between interchanges to ensure compliance with the provisions of Ti-
tle 23 C.F.R. secs. 655.308(a) and 655.309(a). Specific information panels
shall include the words "GAS," "FOOD," "RECREATION," or "LODG-
ING" and directional information and may contain one or more individual
business signs maintained on the panel. The erection and maintenance of
specific information panels along primary or scenic highways shall conform
to the national standards promulgated by the United States secretary of
transportation pursuant to sections 131 and 315 of Title 23 United States
Code and rules adopted by the state department of transportation including
the manual on uniform traffic control devices for streets and highways. A
motorist service business shall not be permitted to display its name, brand,
or trademark on a specific information panel unless its owner has first en-
tered into an agreement with the department limiting the height of its on-
premise signs at thc site of its service installation to not more than fifteen
feet higher than the roof of its main building.

The department shall adopt rules for the erection and maintenance of
tourist—oriented directional signs with the following restrictions:

(1) Where installed, they shall be placed in advance of the "GAS,"
"FOOD," "RECREATION," or "LODGING" specific information panels
previously described in this section;

(2) Signs shall not be placed to direct a motorist to an activity visible
from the main traveled roadway;

(3) Premises on which the qualified tourist—oriented business is located
must be within fifteen miles of the state highway, and necessary supple-
mental signing on local roads must be provided before the installation of the
signs on the state highway.
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The department shall charge reasonable fees for the display of individ-
ual business signs to defray the costs of their installation and maintenance.

Sec. 5. Scction 2, chapter 258, Laws of 1977 ex. sess. as amended by
section 225, chapter 7, Laws of 1984 and RCW 47.42.055 are each amend-
ed to read as follows:

The department is authorized to ((permit-thecrection—of)) crect road-
side arca information panels or displays adjacent to the state highway sys-
tem within this state. The department ((shait)) may contract with private
persons for the crection and operation of the information pancls or displays.
Compensation to the contractors shall be derived solely from the reasonable
fees that the contractors will be permitted to charge participating businesses
for making and exhibiting business signs and displays and for rendering

services 1o tourists. ((No-statefundsmay-beexpended-in-materiats;person=
nelor-tmany-otherform—forthe—construction,-fabrication;printing;—paint=
ing;schingor-maintenance-of these-panelsordispiays:))

Sec. 6. Section 8, chapter 96, Laws of 1961 as last amended by section
227, chapter 7, Laws of 1984 and RCW 47.42,080 are each amended to
read as follows:

(1) Any sign erccted or maintained contrary to the provisions of this
chapter or rules adopted hercunder that is designed to be viewed from the
interstate system, the primary system, or the scenic system is a public nui-
sance, and the department, the chief of the Washington state patrol, the
county sherill, or the chiel of police of any city or town shall notify the
permittec or, if there is no permittee, the owner of the property on which
the sign is located, by certificd mail at his last known address, that it con-
stitutes a public nuisance and must comply with the chapter or be removed.

(2) If the permittee or owner, as the casec may be, fails to comply with
the chapter or remove any such sign within fifteen days after being notified
to remove the sign he is guilty of a misdemeanor. In addition to the penal-
tics imposed by law upon conviction, an order may be entered compelling
removal of the sign. Each day the sign is maintained constitutes a separatc
offense.

(3) If the permittee or the owner of the property upon which it is lo-
cated, as the case may be, is not found or refuses receipt of the notice, the
department, the chiel of the Washington state patrol, the county sheriff, or
the chiel of policc of any city or town shall post the sign and property upon
which it is located with a notice that the sign constitutes a public nuisance
and must be removed. If the sign is not removed within ifteen days alter
such posting, the department, the chief of the Washington state patrol, the
county sherifl, or the chief of police of any city or town shall abate the nui-
sance and destroy the sign, and for that purpose may enter upon private
property without incurring liability for doing so.
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(4) Nothing in this section may be construed to aflect the provisions
contained in RCW 47.42,102 requiring the payment of compensation upon
the removal of any signs compensable under state law.

(5) Any sign erected or maintained on state highway right of way con-
trary to this chapter or rules adopted under it is a public nuisance, and the
department is authorized to remove any such sign without notice,

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 47.42
RCW 1o read as follows:

Directional signs for state parks within fifteen miles of an interstate
highway shall be erected and maintained on the interstate highway by the
department despite the existence of additional directional signs on primary
or scenic system highways in closer proximity to such state parks.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 47.42
RCW to read as follows:

To be eligible for placement of a business sign on a specific information
panel a lodging activity shall:

(1) Be licensed or approved by the department of social and health
services or county health authority;

(2) Provide adequate sleeping and bathroom accommodations available
for rental on a daily basis; and

(3) Provide public telephone facilities.

Passed the Senate April 27, 1985,

Passed the House April 27, 1985.

Approved by the Governor May 20, 1985.

Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 20, 1985.

CHAPTER 377

[Substitute Senate Bill No. 3553]
ABANDONED, UNAUTHORIZED, AND JUNK VEHICLES—TOW TRUCK
OPERATORS

AN ACT Relating to abandoned, unauthorized, and junk vehicles; amending RCW 46-
.63.020; adding a new chapter to Title 46 RCW; creating a new section; repealing RCW 46-
52,102, 46.52.104, 46.52.106, 46.52.108, 46.52.110, 46.52.111, 46.52.112, 46.52.113,
46.52.114, 46.52.115, 46.52.116, 46.52.117, 46.52.118, 46.52.119, 46.52.1192, 46.52.1194, 46-
.52.1195, 46.52.1196, 46.52.1198, 46.52.145, 46.52.150, 46.52.160, and 46.52.210; prescribing
penaltics; making an appropriation; and providing an effective date.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

DEFINITIONS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The definitions set forth in this section apply
throughout this chapter:

(1) "Abandoned vehicle” means a vehicle that a registered tow truck
operator has impounded and held in his possession for ninety-six consecu-
tive hours.
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