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remedies afforded by that chapter. Any successful claimant under this sec-
tion shall also be entitled to reasonable attorneys' fees.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. This act shall apply to all motor vehicle
service contracts issued, sold, or offered for sale on or after January 1, 1988.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act shall consti-
tute a new chapter in Title 48 RCW.
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CHAPTER 100
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 5155]

SCHOOL DISTRICTS-TRANSFER OF TERRITORY AND THE ADJUSTMENT OF
EXCESS TAX LEVIES

AN ACT Relating to the transfer of territory from a school district; amending RCW
28A.57.050 and 28A.57.060; and adding a new section to chapter 84.09 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 2, chapter 15, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. as last
amended by section 9, chapter 385, Laws of 1985 and RCW 28A.57.050
are each amended to read as follows:

The powers and duties of each regional committee shall be:
(1) To initiate, on its own motion and whenever it deems such action

advisable, proposals or alternate proposals for changes in the organization
and extent of school districts in the educational service district; to receive,
consider, and revise, whenever in its judgment revision is advisable, propos-
als initiated by petition or presented to the committee by the educational
service district superintendent as provided for in this chapter; to prepare and
submit to the state board any of the aforesaid proposals that are found by
the regional committee to provide for satisfactory improvement in the
school district system of the educational service district and state; to prepare
and submit with the aforesaid proposals, a map showing the boundaries of
existing school districts affected by any proposed change and the bounda-
ries, including a description thereof, of each proposed new school district or
of each existing school district as enlarged or diminished by any proposed
change, or both, and a summary of the reasons for the proposed change;
and such other reports, records, and materials as the state board may re-
quest. The committee may utilize as a basis of its proposals and changes
that comprehensive plan for changes in the organization and extent of the
school districts of the county prepared and submitted to the state board
prior to September 1, 1956, or, if the then county committee found, after
considering the factors listed in RCW 28A.57.055, that no changes in the
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school district organization of the county were needed, the report to this ef-
fect submitted to the state board.

(2) (a) To make an equitable adjustment of the property and other as-
sets and of the liabilities, including bonded indebtedness and excess tax lev-
ies as otherwise authorized under this section, as to the old school districts
and the new district or districts, if any, involved in or affected by a proposed
change in the organization and extent of the school districts; and (b) to
make an equitable adjustment of the bonded indebtedness outstanding
against any of the aforesaid districts whenever :n its judgment such adjust-
ment is advisable, as to all of the school districts involved in or affected by
any change heretofore or hereafter eflected; and (c) to provide that territory
transferred from a school district by a change in the organization and extent
of school districts shall either remain subject to, or be relieved of, any one
or more excess tax levies which are authorized for the school district under
RCW 84.52.053 before the effective date of the transfer of territory from
the school district; and (d) to provide that territory transferred to a school
district by a change in the organization and extent of school districts shall
either be made subject to, or be relieved of, any one or more excess tax lev-
ies which are authorized for the school district under RCW 84.52.053 be-
fore the effective date of the transfer of territory to the school district; and
(e to submit to the state board the proposed terms of adjustment and a
statement of the reasons therefor in each case. In making the adjustments
herein provided for, the regional committee shall consider the number of
children of school age resident in and the assessed valuation of the property
located in each school district and in each part of a district involved or af-
fected; the purpose for which the bonded indebtedness of any school district
was incurred; the value, location, and disposition of all improvements locat-
ed in the school districts involved or affected; and any other matters which
in the judgment of the committee are of importance or essential to the
making of an equitable adjustment.

(3) To hold and keep a record of a public hearing or public hearings
(a) on every proposal for the formation of a new school district or for the
transfer from one existing district to another of any territory in which chil-
dren of school age reside or for annexation of territory when the conditions
set forth in RCW 28A.57.190 or 28A.57.200 prevail; and (b) on every pro-
posal for adjustment of the assets and of the liabilities of school districts
provided for in this chapter. Three members of the regional committee or
two members of the committee and the educational service district superin-
tendent may be designated by the committee to hold any public hearing that
the committee is required to hold. The regional committee shall cause notice
to be given, at least ten days prior to the date appointed for any such hear-
ing, in one or more newspapers of general circulation within the geographi-
cal boundaries of the school districts affected by the proposed change or
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adjustment. In addition notice may be given by radio and television, or ei-
ther thereof, when in the committee's judgment the public interest will be
served thereby.

(4) To divide into five school directors' districts all first and second
class school districts now in existence and not heretofore so divided and all
first and second class school districts hereafter established: PROVIDED,
That no first or second class school district not heretofore so divided and no
first or second class school district hereafter created containing a city with a
population in excess of seven thousand according to the latest population
certificate filed with the secretary of state by the office of financial manage-
ment shall be divided into directors' districts unless a majority of the regis-
tered voters voting thereon at an election shall approve a proposition
authorizing the division of the district into directors' districts. The bounda-
ries of each directors' district shall be so established that each such district
shall comprise as nearly as practicable an equal portion of the population of
the school district.

(5) To rearrange at any time the committee deems such action advis-
able in order to correct inequalities caused by changes in population and
changes in school district boundaries, the boundaries of any of the directors'
districts of any school district heretofore or hereafter so divided: PROVID-
ED, That a petition therefor, shall be required for rearrangement in order
to correct inequalities caused by changes in population. Said petition shall
be signed by at least ten registered voters residing in the aforesaid school
district, and shall be presented to the educational service district superin-
tendent. A public hearing thereon shall be held by the regional committee,
which hearing shall be called and conducted in the manner prescribed in
subsection (3) of this section.

(6) To prepare and submit to the superintendent of public instruction
from time to time or, upon his or her request, reports and recommendations
respecting the urgency of need for school plant facilities, the kind and ex-
tent of the facilities required, and the development of improved local school
administrative units and attendance areas in the case of school districts that
seek state assistance in providing school plant facilities.

Sec. 2. Section 28A.57.060, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as
amended by section 12, chapter 385, Laws of 1985 and RCW 28A.57.060
are each amended to read as follows:

The powers and duties of the state board with respect to this chapter
shall be:

(1) To aid regional committees in the performance of their duties by
furnishing them with plans of procedure, standards, data, maps, forms, and
other necessary materials and services essential to a study and understand-
ing of the problems of school district organization in their respective educa-
tional service districts.
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(2) To receive, file, and examine the proposals and the maps, reports,
records, and other materials relating thereto submitted by regional commit-
tees and to approve such proposals and so notify the regional committees
when said proposals are found to provide for satisfactory improvement in
the school district system of the counties and the state and for an equitable
adjustment of the assets and liabilities, including bonded indebtedness and
excess tax levies as authorized under RCW 28A.52.050(2), of the school
districts involved or affected: PROVIDED, That whenever the state board
approves a recommendation from a regional committee for the transfer of
territory from one school district to another school district, such state board
approval must be made not later than March 1 of any given year for im-
plementation the school year immediately following: PROVIDED FUR-
THER, That whenever such proposals are found by the state board to be
unsatisfactory or inequitable, the board shall so notify the regional commit-
tee and, upon request, assist the committee in making revisions which revi-
sions shall be resubmitted within sixty days after such notification for
reconsideration and approval or disapproval. Implementation of state
board-approved transfers of territory from one school district to another
school district shall become effective at the commencement of the next
school year unless an earlier implementation is agreed upon in writing by
the boards of directors of the affected school districts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 84.09
RCW to read as follows:

Each school district affected by a transfer of territory from one school
district to another school district under chapter 28A.57 RCW shall retain
its preexisting boundaries for the purpose of the collection of excess tax lev-
ies authorized under RCW 84.52.053 before the effective date of the trans-
fer, for such tax collection years and for such excess tax levies as the state
board of education may approve and order that the transferred territory
shall either be subject to or relieved of such excess levies, as the case may
be. For the purpose of all other excess tax levies previously authorized under
chapter 84.52 RCW and all excess tax levies authorized under RCW 84-
.52.053 subsequent to the effective date of a transfer of territory, the
boundaries of the affected school districts shall be modified to recognize the
transfer of territory subject to RCW 84.09.030.
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