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CHAPTER 226
[Senate Bill No. 5245]

REFLECTORIZED WARNINGS ON BROKEN-DOWN VEHICLES

AN ACT Relating to reflectorized warnings on disabled vehicles; and amending RCW
46.37.450.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 46.37.450, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 as amended by
section 1, chapter 119, Laws of 1984 and RCW 46.37.450 are each amend-
ed to read as follows:

(1) Whenever any motor truck, passenger bus, truck tractor over
eighty inches in overall width, trailer, semitrailer, or pole trailer is disabled
upon the traveled portion of any highway or the shoulder thereof outside
any municipality at any time when lighted lamps are required on vehicles,
the driver of such vehicle shall display the following warning devices upon
the highway during the time the vehicle is so disabled on the highway ex-
cept as provided in subsection (2) of this section:

(a) A lighted fusee, a lighted red electric lantern, or a portable red
emergency reflector shall be immediately placed at the traffic side of the
vehicle in the direction of the nearest approaching traffic.

(b) As soon thereafter as possible but in any event within the burning
period of the fusee (fifteen minutes), the driver shall place three liquid-
burning flares (pot torches), three lighted red electric lanterns, or three
portable red emergency reflectors on the traveled portion of the highway in
the following order:

(i) One, approximately one hundred feet from the disabled vehicle in
the center of the lane occupied by such vehicle and toward traffic ap-
proaching in that lane.

(ii) One, approximately one hundred feet in the opposite direction from
the disabled vehicle and in the center of the traffic lane occupied by such
vehicle.

(iii) One at the traffic side of the disabled vehicle not less than ten feet
rearward or forward thereof in the direction of the nearest approaching
traffic. If a lighted red electric lantern or a red portable emergency reflector
has been placed at the traffic side of the vehicle in accordance with subdivi-
sion (a) of this subsection, it may be used for this purpose.

(2) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this section is disabled within
five hundred feet of a curve, hillcrest, or other obstruction to view, the
warning signal in that direction shall be so placed as to afford ample warn-
ing to other users of the highway, but in no case less than five hundred feet
from the disabled vehicle.

(3) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this section is dis-
abled upon any roadway of a divided highway during the time that lights
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are required, the appropriate warning devices prescribed in subsections (1)
and (5) of this section shall be placed as follows:

One at a distance of approximately two hundred feet from the vehicle
in the center of the lane occupied by the stopped vehicle and in the direction
of traffic approaching in that lane; one at a distance of approximately one
hundred feet from the vehicle, in the center of the lane occupied by the ve-
hicle and in the direction of traffic approaching in that lane; and one at the
traffic side of the vehicle and approximately ten feet from the vehicle in the
direction of the nearest approaching traffic.

(4) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this section is dis-
abled upon the traveled portion of a highway or the shoulder thereof outside
any municipality at any time when the display of fusees, flares, red electric
lanterns, or portable red emergency reflectors is not required, the driver of
the vehicle shall display two red flags upon the roadway in the lane of traffic
occupied by the disabled vehicle, one at a distance of approximately one
hundred feet in advance of the vehicle, and one at a distance of approxi-
mately one hundred feet to the rear of the vehicle.

(5) Whenever any motor vehicle used in the transportation of explo-
sives or any cargo tank truck used for the transportation of any flammable
liquid or compressed flammable gas, or any motor vehicle using compressed
gas as a fuel, is disabled upon a highway of this state at any time or place
mentioned in subsection (1) of this section, thL driver of such vehicle shall
immediately display the following warning devices: One red electric lantern
or portable red emergency reflector placed on the roadway at the traffic side
of the vehicle, and two red electric lanterns or portable red reflectors, one
placed approximately one hundred feet to the front and one placed approxi-
mately one hundred feet to the rear of this disabled vehicle in the center of
the traffic lane occupied by such vehicle. Flares, fusees, or signals produced
by flame shall not be used as warning devices for disabled vehicles of the
type mentioned in this subsection.

(6) Whenever any vehicle, other than those described in subsection (1)
of this section, is disabled upon the traveled portion of any highway or
shoulder thereof outside any municipality ((at any t1ime w... li.., a -
quired-on-veh s)), the state patrol or the county sheriff shall, upon dis-
covery of the disabled vehicle, place a reflectorized warning device on ((or
near)) the vehicle. The warning device and its placement shall be in ac-
cordance with rules adopted by the commission on equipment. Neither the
standards for, placement or use of, nor the lack of placement or use of a
warning device under this subsection gives rise to any civil liability on the
part of the state of Washington, the state patrol, any county, or any law
enforcement agency or officer.
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(7) The flares, fusees, red electric lanterns, portable red emergency re-
flectors, and flags to be displayed as required in this section shall conform
with the requirements of RCW 46.37.440 applicable thereto.

Passed the Senate March 10, 1987.
Passed the House April 16, 1987.
Approved by the Governor April 29, 1987.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 29, 1987.

CHAPTER 227
[Senate Bill No. 57351

APPROACH ROADS ON STATE HIGHWAY RIGHTS OF WAY-RULE-MAKING
AUTHORITY GRANTED CONCERNING PERMITS

AN ACT Relating to approach roads on state highway rights of way; and amending
RCW 47.32.160.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 47.32.160, chapter 13, Laws of 1961 as amended by
section 186, chapter 7, Laws of 1984 and RCW 47.32.160 are each amend-
ed to read as follows:

The department is hereby authorized and empowered at its discretion
to adopt reasonable rules ((and issu pe ,t rImit, oit It with 1'-iU.
laws.in-effect)) governing the issuance of permits under RCW 47.32.150
for the construction of any approach road, facility, thing, or appurtenance,
upon state highway rights of way. The rules ((an1d pemiits may include, but
need n-ot be limited to, provisions fo, confiitio i fi 0calvei;. tinue, -p,

pio~acs, ei~f en"ientsi am todepth- of fills ovei cawetts, ,ad , iqu ii.

-vui, u, , se,.juhiALI,, to be, ni- ,e y, an1 d)) shall be designed to
achieve and preserve reasonable standards of highway safety and the opera-
tional integrity of the state highway facility. Any permit issued may contain
such terms and conditions as may be prescribed. All such construction shall
be under the supervision of the department and at the expense of the appli-
cant. After completion of the construction of the particular approach road,
facility, thing, or appurtenance, it shall be maintained at the expense of the
applicant and in accordance with the directions of the department.

Passed the Senate March 19, 1987.
Passed the House April 17, 1987.
Approved by the Governor April 29, 1987.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 29, 1987.
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