Ch. 295

WASHINGTON LAWS, 1987

"I am returning herewith, without my approval as to portions of section 9 and
all of section 10, House Bill No. 954, entitled:
"AN ACT Relating to genderless designations in some of the elections statutes."
Parts of section 9 of this bill conflict with amendments to RCW 29.36.030 contained in section I I of Substitute House Bill No. 614. Section 10 of this bill conflicts
with section 15 of Substitute House Bill No. 614. In order to avoid confusion in the
code, I have vetoed most of section 9 and all of section 10.
With these exceptions, House Bill No. 954 is approved."

CHAPTER 296
[Senate Bill No. 5693]
VOTING-EMPLOYERS TO PROVIDE WORKERS WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO
VOTE
AN ACT Relating to voting access; and adding a new section to chapter 49.28 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 49.28
RCW to read as follows:
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, every employer
shall arrange employees' working hours on the day of a primary or election,
general or special, so that each employee will have a reasonable time up to
two hours available for voting during the hours the polls are open as provided by RCW 29.13.080.
If an employee's work schedule does not give the employee two free
hours during the time the polls are open, not including meal or rest breaks,
the employer shall permit the employee to take a reasonable time up to two
hours from the employee's work schedule for voting purposes. In such a
case, the employer shall add this time to the time for which the employee is
paid.
(2) The provisions of this section apply only if, during the period between the time an employee is informed of his or her work schedule for a
primary or election day and the date of the primary or election, there is insufficient time for an absentee ballot to be secured for that primary or
election.
Passed the Senate April 21, 1987.
Passed the House April 16, 1987.
Approved by the Governor May 8, 1987.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 8, 1987.

1 10461

