
WASHINGTON LAWS, 1987

government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately.

Passed the Senate March 20, 1987.
Passed the House April 10, 1987.
Approved by the Governor April 10, 1987.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 10, 1987.

CHAPTER 33
[Senate Bill No. 50191

SEWER AND WATER DISTRICT FORMATION OR REORGANIZATION-
PETITIONS TO SPECIFY PROPOSED PROPERTY TAX LEVY ASSESSMENT

AN ACT Relating to sewer and water districts; and amending RCW 56.04.030, 56.04-
.050, 57.04.030, and 57.04.050.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 2, chapter 210, Laws of 1941 as amended by section 2,
chapter 140, Laws of 1945 and RCW 56.04.030 are each amended to read
as follows:

For the purpose of formation or reorganization of such sewer districts,
a petition shall be presented to the board of county commissioners of the
county in which said proposed sewer district is located, which petition shall
set forth the object for the creation or reorganization of the said district,
shall designate the boundaries thereof and set forth the further fact that the
establishment or reorganization of said district will be conducive to the
public health, convenience and welfare and will be of benefit to the property
included therein. The petition shall specify the proposed property tax levy
assessment, if any, which shall not exceed one dollar and twenty-five cents
per thousand dollars of assessed value, for general preliminary expenses of
the district. Said petition shall be signed by at least twenty-five percent of
the qualified electors residing within the district described in the said peti-
tion: PROVIDED, If in the opinion of the county health officer the existing
sewerage disposal facilities are inadequate in the district to be created only,
and it is for the public welfare, then the board of county commissioners of
such county may declare a sewerage disposal district a necessity, and such
district shall be organized under the provisions of this title, and all amend-
ments thereto. The said petition or resolution shall be filed with the county
auditor, who shall, within ten days examine the signatures thereof and cer-
tify to the sufficiency or insufficiency. For such purpose the county auditor
shall have access to all registration books in the possession of the officers of
any political subdivision in such proposed district. No person having signed
such a petition shall be allowed to withdraw his name therefrom after the
filing of the same with the county auditor. If such petition shall be found to
contain a sufficient number of signatures, the county auditor shall transmit
the same, together with his certificate of sufficiency attached thereto to the
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board of county commissioners. If such petition or resolution is certified to
contain a sufficient-number of signatures, or if in the opinion of the county
health officer the existing sewerage disposal facilities are a menace to the
health and convenience of the public, the board of county commissioners
may, by resolution, and not otherwise, declare a sewerage district a necessi-
ty, then at a regular or special meeting of the board of county commission-
ers of such county, the said county commissioners shall cause to be
published for at least once a week for two successive weeks in some news-
paper printed and published in said county, and in case no such newspaper
be printed or published in such county, then at least once a week for two
successive weeks in some newspaper of general circulation therein, giving
notice that such a petition has been presented, stating the time of the meet-
ing at which the same shall be presented, and setting forth the boundaries
of said proposed district.

Sec. 2. Section 4, chapter 210, Laws of 1941 as last amended by sec-
tion 61, chapter 195, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW 56.04.050 are
each amended to read as follows:

Upon entry of the findings of the final hearing on the petition, if the
commissioners find the proposed sewer system will be conducive to the pub-
lic health, welfare, and convenience and be of special benefit to the land
within the boundaries of the said proposed or reorganized district, they shall
by resolution call a special election to be held not less than thirty days and
not more than sixty days from the date thereof, and shall cause to be pub-
lished a notice of such election at least once a week for four successive
weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county, setting forth the
hours during which the polls will be open, the boundaries of the proposed or
reorganized district as finally adopted, and the object of the election, and
the notice shall also be posted for ten days in ten public places in the pro-
posed or reorganized district. The proposition shall be expressed on the bal-
lots in the following terms:

Sewer District ....................................... YES El
Sewer District ....................................... N O 0-

or in the reorganization of a district, the proposition shall be expressed on
the ballot in the following terms:

Sewer District Reorganization .......................... YES El
Sewer District Reorganization .......................... NO El

giving in each instance the name of the district as decided by the board.
At the same election the county commissioners shall submit a proposi-

tion to the voters, for their approval or rejection, authorizing the sewer dis-
trict, if formed, to levy at the earliest time permitted by law on all property
located in the district a general tax for one year, in excess of the tax limi-
tations provided by law, ((of)) in the amount specified in the petition to
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create the district, not to exceed one dollar and twenty-five cents per thou-
sand dollars of assessed value, for general preliminary expenses of the dis-
trict, said proposition to be expressed on the ballots in the following terms:

One year (one dulla, and tw,.,t-fiv,.
cents)) .... dollars and .... cents per
thousand dollars of assessed value tax .............. YES El

One year ((o .d ..la a .d tw..ty-fi
cents)) .... dollars and .... cents per
thousand dollars of assessed value tax ............. NO El

Such proposition to be effective must be approved by a majority of at least
three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition in the manner
set forth in Article VII, section 2(a) of the Constitution of this state, as
amended by Amendment 59 and as thereafter amended.

Sec. 3. Section 2, chapter 114, Laws of 1929 as last amended by sec-
tion 58, chapter 469, Laws of 1985 and RCW 57.04.030 are each amended
to read as follows:

For the purpose of formation of water districts, a petition shall be pre-
sented to the county legislative authority of each county in which the pro-
posed water district is located, which petition shall set forth the object for
the creation of the district, shall designate the boundaries thereof and set
forth the further fact that establishment of the district will be conducive to
the public health, convenience and welfare and will be of benefit to the
property included in the district. The petition shall specify the proposed
property tax levy assessment, if any, which shall not exceed one dollar and
twenty-five cents per thousand dollars of assessed value, for general prelim-
inary expenses of the district. The petition shall be signed by at least twen-
ty-five percent of the qualified electors who shall be qualified electors on the
date of filing the petition, residing within the district described in the peti-
tion. The petition shall be filed with the county election officer of each
county in which the proposed district is located, who shall, within ten days
examine and verify the signatures of the signers residing in the county; and
for such purpose the county election official shall have access to all regis-
tration books in the possession of the officers of any incorporated city or
town in such proposed district. No person having signed such a petition
shall be allowed to withdraw his name from the petition after the filing of
the petition with the county election officer. The petition shall be transmit-
ted to the election officer of the county in which the largest land area of the
district is located who shall certify to the sufficiency or insufficiency of the
number of signatures. If the petition shall be found to contain a sufficient
number of signatures, the county election officer shall then transmit the
same, together with a certificate of sufficiency attached thereto to the coun-
ty legislative authority of each county in which the proposed district is lo-
cated. Following receipt of a petition certified to contain a sufficient number

(1311

Ch. 33



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1987

of signatures, at a regular or special meeting the county legislative authority
shall cause to be published once a week for at least two weeks in one or
more newspapers of general circulation in the proposed district, a notice
that such a petition has been presented, stating the time of the meeting at
which the petition shall be considered, and setting forth the boundaries of
the proposed district. When such a petition is presented for hearing, each
county legislative authority shall hear the petition or may adjourn the hear-
ing from time to time not exceeding one month in all. Any person, firm, or
corporation may appear before the county legislative authority and make
objections to the establishment of the district or the proposed boundary lines
thereof. Upon a final hearing each county legislative authority shall make
such changes in the proposed boundary lines within the county as it deems
to be proper and shall establish and define the boundaries and shall find
whether the proposed water district will be conducive to the public health,
welfare and convenience and be of special benefit to the land included with-
in the boundaries of the proposed district. No lands which will not, in the
judgment of the county legislative authority, be benefited by inclusion
therein, shall be included within the boundaries of the district. No change
shall be made by the county legislative authority in the boundary lines to
include any territory outside of the boundaries described in the petition, ex-
cept that the boundaries of any proposed district may be extended by the
county legislative authority to include other lands in the county upon a pe-
tition signed by the owners of all of the land within the proposed extension.

Sec. 4. Section 3, chapter 114, Laws of 1929 as last amended by sec-
tion 11, chapter 17, Laws of 1982 1st ex. sess. and RCW 57.04.050 are
each amended to read as follows:

Upon entry of the findings of the final hearing on the petition if one or
more county legislative authorities find that the proposed district will be
conducive to the public health, welfare, and convenience and be of special
benefit to the land therein, they shall by resolution call a special election to
be held not less than thirty days from the date of the resolution, and cause
to be published a notice of the election for four successive weeks in a news-
paper of general circulation in the proposed district, which notice shall state
the hours during which the polls will be open, the boundaries of the district
as finally adopted and the object of the election, and the notice shall also be
posted for ten days in ten public places in the proposed district. In submit-
ting the proposition to the voters, it shall be expressed on the ballots in the
following terms:

W ater District ....................................... YES El
W ater District ...................................... NO El

giving the name of the district as provided in the petition.
At the same election a proposition shall be submitted to the voters, for

their approval or rejection, authorizing the water district, if formed, to levy
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at the earliest time permitted by law on all property located in the district a
general tax for one year, in excess of the limitations provided by law, ((of))
in the amount specified in the petition ta create the district, not to exceed
one dollar and twenty-five cents per thousand dollars of assessed value, for
general preliminary expenses of the district, said proposition to be expressed
on the ballots in the following terms:

One year (oe la, and twenty-,iv
certs)) .......... dollars and
.......... cents per thousand dol-
lars of assessed value tax .......................... YES El

One year (oe dllaj ,nzd twenI"ty--five

cents)) .......... dollars and
.......... cents per thousand dol-
lars of assessed value tax .......................... NO El

Such proposition to be effective must be approved by a majority of at least
three-fifths of the electors thereof voting on the proposition in the manner
set forth in Article VII, section 2(a) of the Constitution of this state, as
amended by Amendment 59 and as thereafter amended.

Passed the Senate January 27, 1987.
Passed the House April 2, 1987.
Approved by the Governor April 13, 1987.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State April 13, 1987.

CHAPTER 34
[Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5105]

POISONS REGULATED

AN ACT Relating to poisons; amending RCW 16.52.193; adding a new chapter to Title
69 RCW; and prescribing penalties.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. As used in this chapter "poison" means:
(1) Arsenic and its preparations;
(2) Cyanide and its preparations, including hydrocyanic acid;
(3) Strychnine; and
(4) Any other substance designated by the state board of pharmacy

which, when introduced into the human body in quantities of sixty grains or
less, causes violent sickness or death.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. All substances regulated under chapters 15-
.58, 17.21, 69.04, 69.41, and 69.50 RCW, and chapter _ (Engrossed
Substitute House Bill No. 931), Laws of 1987 are exempt from the provi-
sions of this chapter.
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