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(ii) Assist the customer in fulfilling the requirements under this
section;

(iii) Be authorized to transfer an account to a new residence when a
customer who has established a plan under this section moves from one res-
idence to another within the same utility service area; and

(iv) Be permitted to disconnect service if the customer fails to honor
the payment program. Utilities may continue to disconnect service for those
practices authorized by law other than for nonpayment as provided for in
this section. Customers who qualify for payment plans under this section
who default on their payment plans and are disconnected can be reconnect-
ed and maintain the protections afforded under this chapter by paying re-
connection charges, if any, and by paying all amounts that would have been
due and owing under the terms of the applicable payment plan, absent de-
fault, on the date on which service is reconnected.

(3) All municipal utilities shall offer residential customers the option of
a budget billing or equal payment plan. The budget billing or equal pay-
ment plan shall be offered low-income customers eligible under the state's
plan for low-income energy assistance prepared in accordance with 42
U.S.C. 8624(C)(1) without limiting availability to certain months of the
year, without regard to the length of time the customer has occupied the
premises, and without regard to whether the customer is the tenant or own-
er of the premises occupied.

(4) An agreement between the customer and the utility, whether oral
or written, shall not waive the protections afforded under this chapter.
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CHAPTER 357
[Substitute House Bill No. 3881

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANTS-OPERATOR CERTIFICATION

AN ACT Relating to certification and regulation of operators of domestic waste treat-
ment plants; amending RCW 70.95B.020, 70.95B.030, 70.95B.040, 70.95B.050, 70.95B.080,
70.95B.090, 70.95B.1 10, and 70.95B.120; and adding a new section to chapter 70.95B RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 2, chapter 139, Laws of 1973 and RCW 70.95B.020 are
each amended to read as follows:

As used in this chapter unless context requires another meaning:
(1) "Director" means the director of the department of ecology.
(2) "Department" means the department of ecology.
(3) "Board" means the water and wastewater operator certification

board of examiners established by RCW 70.95B.070.
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(4) "Certificate" means a certificate of competency issued by the di-
rector stating that the operator has met the requirements for the specified
operator classification of the certification program.

(5) "((Waste)) Wastewater treatment plant" means a facility used ((in
theK collect .ion, .itr s ii~on, storage , . ... ing -" ntr n .. .. ... o t sh.... f)

to treat any liquid or waterborne waste((,-whether)) of domestic origin or a
combination of domestic, commercial or industrial ((waste)) origin, and
which by its design requires the presence of an operator for its operation. It
shall not include any facility used exclusively by a single family residence
((rm)): septic tanks with subsoil absorption ((i=%r)) industrial wastewater
((works)) treatment plants, or wastewater collection systems.

(6) "Operator in responsible charge" means an individual ((employed
o, appuoint by aly .ounty, swei district, muiipality, public., t irate

coUjip rU ati, co.Umi&any, iistitutioni, peisio, i t, tat f ashingto)) who
is designated by the ((,-iploy, ui a01 ppintiig official)) owner as the per-
son on-site in responsible charge of the ((actual)) routine operation of a
((waste)) wastewater treatment plant.

(7) "Nationally recognized association of certification authorities"
shall mean that organization which serves as an information center for cer-
tification activities, recommends minimum standards and guidelines for
classification of potable water treatment plants, water distribution systems
and wastewater facilities and certification of operators, facilitates reciproci-
ty between state programs and assists authorities in establishing new certi-
fication programs and updating existing ones.

(8) "Wastewater collection system" means any system of lines, pipes,
manholes, pumps, liftstations, or other facilities used for the purpose of col-
lecting and transporting wastewater.

(9) "Operating experience" means routine performance of duties, on-
site in a wastewater treatment plant, that affects plant performance or ef-
fluent quality.

(10) "Owner" means in the case of a town or city, the city or town
acting through its chief executive officer or the lessee if operated pursuant
to a lease or contract; in the case of a county, the chairman of the county
legislative authority or the chairman's designee; in the case of a sewer dis-
trict, board of public utilities, association, municipality or other public body,
the president or chairman of the body or the president's or chairman's des-
ignee; in the case of a privately owned wastewater treatment plant, the legal
owner.

(11) "Wastewater certification program coordinator" means an em-
ployee of the department who is appointed by the director to serve on the
board and who administers the wastewater treatment plant operators' certi-
fication program.

Sec. 2. Section 3, chapter 139, Laws of 1973 and RCW 70.95B.030 are
each amended to read as follows:
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As provided for in this chapter, the ((opeiato, ini eponsible ,hage-,f
the. Jay-to-'day vpi.aatuav of a waste tLatme.n, t planit shall be c fied.

vvWhen a wastet .i.at,, .it planl is$ noially opl i at-d f, inIo, e than, hi f ,l1;t,
the in& laln ~ Z resoni o,Z amz shallz also bem certifiedU. Opiat-

ing prIsonne lii t.Luiu 1.0 Mahe u, by this chapte, ar. e iagL;d tu

become ,.e.,tfie ,,,u ,, a vulntmy bas)) individual on-site at a
wastewater treatment plant who is designated by the owner as the operator
in responsible charge of the operation and maintenance of the plant on a
routine basis shall be certified at a level equal to or higher than the classifi-
cation rating of the plant being operated.

If a wastewater treatment plant is operated on more than one daily
shift, the operator in charge of each shift shall be certified at a level no
lower than one level lower than the classification rating of the plant being
operated and shall be subordinate to the operator in responsible charge who
is certified at a level equal to or higher than the plant. This requirement for
shift operator certification shall be met by January 1, 1989.

Operators not required to be certified by this chapter are encouraged to
become certified on a voluntary basis.

Sec. 3. Section 4, chapter 139, Laws of 1973 and RCW 70.95B.040 are
each amended to read as follows:

The director, with the approval of the board, shall adopt and enforce
such rules and regulations as may be necessary for the administration of
this chapter. The rules and regulations shall include, but not be limited to,
provisions for the qualification and certification of operators for different
classifications of ((waste)) wastewater treatment plants.

Sec. 4. Section 5, chapter 139, Laws of 1973 and RCW 70.95B.050 are
each amended to read as follows:

The director shall classify all ((waste)) wastewater treatment plants
with regard to the size, type, and other conditions affecting the complexity
of such treatment plants and the skill, knowledge, and experience required
of an operator to ((supivis th iti,, o.)) operate such facilities to
protect the public health and the state's water resources.

Sec. 5. Section 8, chapter 139, Laws of 1973 and RCW 70.95B.080 are
each amended to read as follows:

Certificates shall be issued without examination under the following
conditions:

(1) Certificates, in appropriate classifications, shall be issued without
application fee to operators who, on July 1, 1973, hold certificates of com-
petency attained by examination under the voluntary certification program
sponsored jointly by the state department of social and health services,
health services division, and the Pacific Northwest pollution control
association.
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(2) Certificates, in appropriate classifications, shall be issued to persons
certified by a governing body or owner to have been the operator in respon-
sible charge of a waste treatment plant on July 1, 1973. A certificate so is-
sued will be valid only for the existing plant.

(3) A nonrenewable certificate, temporary in nature, may be issued for
a period not to exceed twelve months, to an operator ((to)) who fills a va-
cated position required to ((have)) be filled by a certified operator. Only one
such certificate may be issued subsequent to each instance of vacation of
any such position.

Sec. 6. Section 9, chapter 139, Laws of 1973 and RCW 70.95B.090 are
each amended to read as follows:

The issuance and renewal of a certificate shall be subject to the fol-
lowing conditions:

(1) A certificate shall be issued if the operator has satisfactorily passed
a written examination, or has met the requirements of RCW 70.95B.080,
and has met the requirements specified in the rules and regulations as
authorized by this chapter, and has paid the department an application fee
((of-ten-dollars)). Such application fee shall not exceed fifty dollars.

(2) The term for all certificates shall be from the first of January of the
year of issuance until the thirty-first of December of the ((samne)) renewal
year. The renewal period, not to exceed three years, shall be set by agency
rule. Every certificate shall be renewed ((annually)) upon the payment of a
((five dollar)) renewal fee and satisfactory evidence presented to the direc-
tor that the operator demonstrates continued professional growth in the
field. Such renewal fee shall not exceed thirty dollars.

(3) ((An)) Individuals who fail((s)) to renew ((the)) their certificates
before ((te end ofc, tf--at , )) December 31 of the renewal year, upon
notice by the director shall have ((his)) their certificates suspended for
((thirty)) sixty days. If, during the suspension period, the renewal is not
completed, the director shall give notice of revocation to the employer and
to the operator and the certificate will be revoked ten days after such notice
is given. An operator whose certificate has been revoked must reapply for
certification and will be requested to meet the requirements of a new
applicant.

Sec. 7. Section 11, chapter 139, Laws of 1973 and RCW 70.95B.110
are each amended to read as follows:

To carry out the provisions and purposes of this chapter, the director is
authorized and empowered to:

(1) Enter into agreements, contracts, or cooperative arrangements, un-
der such terms and conditions as ((he)) the director deems appropriate with
other state, federal, or interstate agencies, municipalities, education institu-
tions, or other organizations or individuals.

(2) Receive financial and technical assistance from the federal govern-
ment and other public or private agencies.
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(3) Participate in related programs of the federal government, other
states, interstate agencies, or other public or private agencies or
organizations.

(4) Upon request, furnish reports, information, and materials relating
to the certification program authorized by this chapter to federal, state, or
interstate agencies, municipalities, education institutions, and other organi-
zations and individuals.

(5) Establish adequate fiscal controls and accounting procedures to as-
sure proper disbursement of and accounting for funds appropriated or
otherwise provided for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
chapter.

Sec. 8. Section 12, chapter 139, Laws of 1973 and RCW 70.95B.120
are each amended to read as follows:

On and after one year following July 1, 1973, it shall be unlawful for
any person, firm, corporation, municipal corporation, or other governmental
subdivision or agency to operate a ((waste)) wastewater treatment plant
unless the (( opcato1 Of t, ,, o systeriii )) individuals identified in
RCW 70.95B.030 are duly certified by the director under the provisions of
this chapter or any lawful rule, order, or regulation of the department. It
shall also be unlawful for any person to perform the duties of an operator as
defined in this chapter, or in any lawful rule, order, or regulation of the de-
partment, without being duly certified under the provisions of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 70.95B
RCW to read as follows:

Effective January 1, 1988, the department shall establish rules for the
collection of fees for the issuance and renewal of certificates as provided for
in RCW 70.95B.090. Beginning January 1, 1992, these fees shall be suffi-
cient to recover the costs of the certification program.

Passed the House April 21, 1987.
Passed the Senate April 14, 1987.
Approved by the Governor May 13, 1987.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 13, 1987.

CHAPTER 358
[Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 578]

TAXING DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

AN ACT Relating to the date boundaries of taxing districts are established for the levy of
property taxes; and amending RCW 84.09.030.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 84.09.030, chapter 15, Laws of 1961 as last amended

by section 9, chapter 203, Laws of 1984 and RCW 84.09.030 are each
amended to read as follows:
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