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the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected.

Passed the House April 24, 1987.
Passed the Senate April 14, 1987.
Approved by the Governor May 18, 1987, with the exception of certain

items which were vetoed.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 18, 1987.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:
"1 am returning herewith, without my approval as to sections 3(6), 3(16), 20(7)

and 20(8), Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill No. 448, entitled:
"AN ACT Relating to the family independence program."
This bill is the beginning of a new opportunity for the needy of our state to

achieve independence, to free themselves from reliance on government assistance and
to achieve a better standard of living. I appreciate the efforts of those in the Lcgisla-
ture who have worked with me to make this opportunity possible, and I want to thank
them for their support. The final version of the bill, however, contains some flaws,
and I find it necessary to veto several items to ensure a smooth start for the program.
These problems are surprisingly few for a measure of this scope.

Section 3(6) contains a definition of "Family Opportunity Councils" that con-
flicts with the description of these councils found elsewhere in the bill. The descrip-
tion in section 6 provides clearer direction to the councils and should stand alone.

Section 3(16) adopts a definition of placement which describes full-time em-
ployment as "thirty hours or more per week." Using this definition could have a sig-
nificant fiscal impact by increasing the number of enrollees who would receive the
maximum benefit level. In order to make sure that the program can be accomplished
with existing resources, this definition should be deleted.

Section 20(7) would prevent the implementation of the Family Independence
Program in any county in which the average unemployment rate is more than twice
the state-wide average. This means that we would not be able to offer critically
needed services to enrollees in economically distressed counties, even though it is
these counties that could benefit the most from the creation of jobs through the job
subsidy mechanism.

Section 20(8) would require the implementation of mandatory monthly report-
ing in at least one region. Data on both the state and national level has shown that
mandatory monthly reporting is not cost effective. This provision would lead to in-
creased administrative costs and complexity without compensating savings.

With the exception of sections 3(6), 3(16), 20(7) and 20(8), Engrossed Second
Substitute House Bill No. 448 is approved."

CHAPTER 435
[Substitute House Bill No. 4201

CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS-CENTRAL REGISTRY

AN ACT Relating to domestic relations; amending RCW 13.32A.175, 13.34.160, 26.09-
.120, 26.09.135, 26.18.020, 26.18.070, 26.18.080, 26.18.100, 26.18.110, 26.18.130, 26.21.125,
26.21.140, 26.21.150, 26.21.160, 26.26.132, 26.26.150, 74.04.060, 74.20.101, 74.20A.030, 74-
.20A.130, 74.20A.190, and 74.20A.260; adding a new chapter to Title 26 RCW; repealing
RCW 26.09.130 and 26.18.060; prescribing penalties; providing an effective date; and declar-
ing an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the financial im-
pact on custodial parents and children when child support is not received on
time, or in the correct amount. The legislature also recognizes the burden
placed upon the responsible parent and the second family when enforcement
action must be taken to collect delinquent support.

It is the intent of the legislature to create a central Washington state
support registry to improve the recordkeeping of support obligations and
payments, thereby providing protection for both parties, and reducing the
burden on employers by creating a single standardized process through
which support payments are deducted from earnings.

It is also the intent of the legislature that child support payments be
made through mandatory wage assignment or payroll deduction if the re-
sponsible parent becomes delinquent in making support payments under a
court or administrative order for support.

To that end, it is the intent of the legislature to interpret all existing
statutes and processes to give effect to, and to implement, one central regis-
try for recording and distributing support payments in this state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (I) The definitions contained in RCW 74-
.20A.020 shall be incorporated into and made a part of this chapter.

(2) "Support order" means a superior court order'or administrative
order, as defined in RCW 74.20A.020.

(3) "Earnings" means compensation paid or payable for personal ser-
vices, whether denominated as wages, salary, commission, bonus, or other-
wise, and, notwithstanding any other provision of law making the payments
exempt from garnishment, attachment, or other process to satisfy support
obligations, specifically includes periodic payments pursuant to pension or
retirement programs, or insurance policies of any type, but does not include
payments made under Title 50 RCW, except as provided in RCW 50.40-
.020 and 50.40.050, or Title 74 RCW. Earnings shall specifically include all
gain from capital, from labor, or from both combined, not including profit
gained through sale or conversion of capital assets.

(4) "Disposable earnings" means that part of the earnings of an indi-
vidual remaining after the deduction from those earnings of an amount re-
quired by law to be withheld.

(5) "Employer" means any person or entity who pays or owes earnings
in employment as defined in Title 50 RCW to the responsible parent in-
cluding but not limited to the United States government, or any state or lo-
cal unit of government.

(6) "Employee" means a person in employment as defined in Title 50
RCW to whom an employer is paying, owes or anticipates paying earnings
as a result of services performed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. There is created a Washington state support
registry within the office of support enforcement as the agency designated in
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Washington state to administer the child support program under Title IV-D
of the federal social security act. The registry shall:

(1) Account for and disburse all support payments received by the
registry;

(2) Maintain the necessary records including, but not limited to, infor-
mation on support orders, support debts, the date and amount of support
due; the date and amount of payments; and the names, social security num-
bers, and addresses of the parties;

(3) Develop procedures for providing information to the parties
regarding action taken by, and support payments collected and distributed
by the registry;

(4) The secretary of social and health services shall adopt rules for the
maintenance and retention of records of support payments and for the ar-
chiving and destruction of such records when the support obligation'termi-
nates or is satisfied. When a support obligation established under court
order entered in a superior court of this state has been satisfied, a satisfac-
tion of judgment form shall be prepared by the registry and filed with the
clerk of the court in which the order was entered.

The child support registry shall distribute all moneys received in com-
pliance with 42 U.S.C. Sec. 657. When a responsible parent has more than
one support obligation, or a support debt is owed to more than one party,
moneys received will be distributed between the parties proportionally,
based upon the amount of the support obligation and/or support debt owed.

If the Washington state support registry distributes a support payment
to a person in error, the registry may obtain restitution by means of a set-
off against future payments received on behalf of the person receiving the
erroneous payment, or may act according to RCW 74.20A.270 as deemed
appropriate. Any set-off against future support payments shall be limited to
amounts collected on the support debt and up to ten percent of amounts
collected as current support.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The legislature recognizes that, in order
for the support registry to operate in an effective and efficient manner and
to ensure that delinquent child support payments will be enforced and col-
lected promptly, especially when the responsible parent is employed and
earning regular wages, current employment information must be available
to the registry. The legislature also recognizes that the current employer
reporting requirements to the department of employment security are not
sufficient to facilitate the efforts of the registry to operate effectively and
efficiently and collect delinquent payments promptly. Finally, the legislature
recognizes that it may not be reasonable to create several different employer
reporting systems because of the burdens that would be imposed on em-
ployers, especially small businesses. Therefore, the legislature directs the
secretary of social and health services and the commissioner of employment
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security to work with business and employer groups to devise a single re-
porting process which will meet the needs of both departments and which
will provide for prompt and timely employer reporting. The secretary and
the commissioner shall prepare and submit a joint report to the judiciary
and commerce and labor committees of the house of representatives and the
senate by November 1, 1987. The report shall describe the progress that has
been made in devising a new reporting system and shall include any recom-
mendations for legislative action that have been agreed upon by the depart-
ments and the business and employer groups.

(2) The report shall include exemptions from the reporting requirement
for employees employed for less than two months duration, whether they
are full-time or part-time employees or employed on a sporadic basis, em-
ployees who earn less than three hundred dollars per month, and other ap-
propriate exemptions. The report shall also provide for simple methods for
employers to use in reporting information to the registry which shall include
mailing a copy of the W-4 form, calling a toll-free telephone number
maintained by the registry, or by other authorized means. The reporting
process established by the report shall be designed to provide for up-to-date
employment reports without imposing undue burdens on employers and
small businesses.

(3) The secretary and the commissioner shall prepare and submit a re-
port to the judiciary and commerce and labor committees of the house of
representatives and the senate by January 25, 1989. This report shall de-
scribe the system or systems in effect at that time for employer reporting,
identify any problems with the system or systems, include an assessment of
the costs associated with the system or systems and the benefits derived
from the information reported, if these costs and benefits can be quantified
and identified, assess the additional work load for employers to comply with
reporting requirements, propose a means by which employers may be com-
pensated for their costs to comply with the reporting requirements, and in-
clude recommendations for legislative action if appropriate.

(4) The registry shall retain the information for a particular employee
only if the registry is responsible for establishing, enforcing, or collecting a
support obligation or debt of the employee. If the employee does not owe
such an obligation or a debt, the registry shall not create a record regarding
the employee and the information contained in the notice shall be promptly
destroyed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (I) The superior court shall include in rl
superior court orders which establish or modify a support obligation, a pro-
vision which orders and directs the responsib!.; parent to make all support
payments to the Washington state support registry, or the person entitled to
receive the payments if the parties agree to an alternate payment plan and
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the court finds that the alternate payment plan includes reasonable assur-
ances that payments will be made in a regular and timely manner. The su-
perior court shall also include a statement that a notice of payroll deduction
may be issued or other income withholding action under chapter 26.18
RCW or chapter 74.20A RCW may be taken, without further notice to the
responsible parent, if a support payment is more than fifteen days past due
in an amount equal to or greater than the support payable for one month. If
the court approves an alternate payment plan, the order shall include a
statement that the order may be submitted to the Washington state support
registry for enforcement if a support payment is more than fifteen days past
due in an amount equal to or greater than the support payable for one
month.

(2) The office of admini.trative hearings and the department of social
and health services shall require that all support obligations established as
administrative orders include a provision which orders and directs that the
responsible parent shall make all support payments to the Washington state
support registry. All alministrative orders shall also state that a notice of
payroll deduction may be issued, without further notice to the responsible
parent, if a support payment is more than fifteen days past due in an
amount equal to or greater than the support payable for one month.

(3) If the support order does not include the provision ordering and di-
recting that all payments be made to the Washington state support registry
and a statement that a notice of payroll deduction may be issued if a sup-
port payment is past due, the office of support enforcement may serve a no-
tice on the responsible parent stating such requirements and authorizations.
Service may be by personal service or any form of mail requiring a return
receipt.

(4) Every support order shall state:
(a) That payment shall be made to the Washington state support reg-

istry or in accordance with the alternate payment plan approved by the
court;

(b) That a notice of payroll deduction may be issued or other income
withholding action under chapter 26.18 RCW or chapter 74.20A RCW
may be taken, without further notice to the responsible parent, if a support
payment is more than fifteen days past due in an amount equal to or greater
than the support payable for one month;

(c) The income of the parties, if known, or that their income is un-
known and the income upon which the support award is based;

(d) The support award as a sum certain amount;
(e) The specific day or date on which the support payment is due;
(f) The social security number, residence address, and name of em-

ployer of the responsible parent;
(g) The social security number and residence address of the custodial

parent;
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(h) The names, dates of birth, and social security numbers, if any, of
the dependent children; and

(i) That the parties are to notify the Washington state support registry
of any change in residence address.

(5) The superior court clerk, the office of administrative hearings, and
the department of social and health services shall, within five days of entry,
forward to the Washington state support registry, a true and correct copy of
all superior court orders or administrative orders establishing or modifying
a support obligation which provide that support payments shall be made to
the support registry. If a superior court order entered prior to the effective
date of this section directs the responsible parent to make support payments
to the clerk, the clerk shall send a true and correct copy of the support or-
der and the payment record to the registry for enforcement action when the
clerk identifies that a payment is more than fifteen days past due. The office
of support enforcement shall reimburse the clerk for the reasonable costs of
copying and sending copies of court orders to the registry at the reimburse-
ment rate provided in Title IV-D of the social security act.

(6) Receipt of a support order by the registry or other action under this
section on behalf of a person or persons who are not recipients of public as-
sistance is deemed to be a request for support enforcement services under
RCW 74.20A.040.

(7) After the responsible parent has been ordered or notified to make
payments to the Washington state support registry in accordance with sub-
section (1), (2), or (3) of this section, the responsible parent shall be fully
responsible for making all payments to the Washington state support regis-
try and shall be subject to payroll deduction or other income withholding
action. The responsible parent shall not be entitled to credit against a sup-
port obligation for any payments made to a person or agency other than to
the Washington state support registry. A civil action may be brought by the
payor to recover payments made to persons or agencies who have received
and retained support moneys paid contrary to the provisions of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) If a support payment is more than fifteen
days past due in an amount equal to or greater than the support payable for
one month, the office of support enforcement is authorized to serve a notice
of payroll deduction upon an employer for child support obligations in com-
pliance with section 5 (1), (2), or (3) of this act. Service shall be by per-
sonal service or by any form of mail requiring a return receipt.

(2) Service of a notice of payroll deduction upon an employer requires
an employer to immediately make a mandatory payroll deduction from the
responsible parent/employee's unpaid disposable earnings. The employer
shall thereafter deduct each pay period the amount stated in the notice di-
vided by the number of pay periods per month. The payroll deduction each
pay period shall not exceed fifty percent of the responsible
parent/employee's disposable earnings.
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(3) A notice of payroll deduction for support shall have priority over
any wage assignment or garnishment.

(4) The notice of payroll deduction shall be in writing and include:
(a) The name and social security number of the employee;
(b) The amount to be deducted from the responsible parent's dispos-

able earnings each month, or alternate amounts and frequencies as may be
necessary to facilitate processing of the payroll deduction by the employer;

(c) A statement that the total amount withheld shall not exceed fifty
percent of the responsible parent's disposable earnings; and

(d) The address to which the payments are to be mailed or delivered.
(5) An informational copy of the notice of payroll deduction shall be

mailed to the last known address of the responsible parent by regular mail.
(6) An employer who receives a notice of payroll deduction shall make

immediate deductions from the employee's unpaid disposable earnings and
remit proper amounts to the Washington state support registry on each date
the employee is due to be paid.

(7) An employer, upon whom a notice of payroll deduction is served,
shall make an answer to the Washington state support registry within
twenty days after the date of service. The answer shall confirm compliance
and institution of the payroll deduction or explain the circumstances if no
payroll deduction is in effect. The answer shall also state whether the re-
sponsible parent is employed by or receives earnings from the employer,
whether the employer anticipates paying earnings and the amount of earn-
ings. If the responsible parent is no longer employed, or receiving earnings
from the employer, the answer shall state the present employer's name and
address, if known.

(8) The employer may deduct a processing fee from the remainder of
the employee's earnings after withholding under the notice of payroll de-
duction, even if the remainder is exempt under RCW 26.18.090. The pro-
cessing fee may not exceed: (a) Ten dollars for the first disbursement made
by the employer to the Washington state support registry; and (b) one dol-
lar for each subsequent disbursement to the registry.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The employer may combine amounts
withheld from the earnings of more than one employee in a single payment
to the Washington state support registry, listing separately the amount of
the payment which is attributable to each individual employee.

(2) No employer who complies with a notice of payroll deduction un-
der this chapter shall be civilly liable to the employee for complying with a
notice of payroll deduction under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The responsible parent subject to a payroll
deduction pursuant to sections I through 12 of this act, may file a motion in
superior court to quash, modify, or terminate the payroll deduction. The
court may grant relief only upon a showing that the payroll deduction
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causes extreme hardship or substantial injustice or that the responsible par-
ent was not more than fifteen days past due in an amount equal to or
greater than the support payable for one month when the notice of payroll
deduction was served on the employer. Satisfaction by the obligor of all past
due payments subsequent to the issuance of the notice of payroll deduction
is not grounds to quash, modify, or terminate the notice of payroll deduc-
tion. If a notice of payroll deduction has been in operation for twelve con-
secutive months and the obliger's support obligation is current, upon motion
of the obligor, the court may order the Washington state support registry to
terminate the payroll deduction, unless the obligee can show good cause as
to why the payroll deduction should remain in effect.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. No employer shall discipline or discharge an
employee or refuse to hire a person by reason of an action authorized in this
chapter. If an employer disciplines or discharges an employee or refuses to
hire a person in violation of this section, the employee or person shall have a
cause of action against the employer. The employer shall be liable for dou-
ble the amount of lost wages and any other damages suffered as a result of
the violation and for costs and reasonable attorney fees, and shall be subject
to a civil penalty of not more than two thousand five hundred dollars for
each violation. The employer may also be ordered to hire, rehire, or rein-
state the aggrieved individual.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. (1) The employer shall be liable to the
Washington state support registry for one hundred percent of the amount of
the support debt, or the amount of support moneys which should have been
withheld from the employee's earnings, whichever is the lesser amount, if
the employer:

(a) Fails or refuses, after being served with a notice of payroll deduc-
tion, to deduct and promptly remit from unpaid earnings the amounts of
money required in the notice; or

(b) Fails or refuses to submit an answer to the notice of payroll de-
duction after being served.

(2) Liability may be established in superior court or may be estab-
lished pursuant to RCW 74.20A.270. Awards in superior court and in ac-
tions pursuant to RCW 74.20A.270 shall include costs, interest under RCW
19.52.020 and 4.56.110, and reasonable attorney fees and staff costs as a
part of the award. Debts established pursuant to this section may be col-
lected pursuant to chapter 74.20A RCW utilizing any of the remedies con-
tained in that chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. The department shall establish, by regula-
tion, a process that may be utilized when a support order does not state the
obligation to pay current and future support as a fixed dollar amount, or if
there is a dispute about the amount of the support debt owed under a sup-
port order. This process is authorized in order to facilitate enforcement of
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the support order, and is intended to implement and effectuate the terms of
the order rather than to modify those terms.

The process shall provide for a notice to be served on the responsible
parent by personal service or any form of mailing requiring a return receipt.
The notice shall contain an initial finding of the amount of current and fu-
ture support that should be paid and/or the amount of the support debt
owed under the support order. A copy of the notice of hearing shall be
mailed to the person to whom support is payable under the support order.

The notice shall direct the responsible parent to appear and show cause
at a hearing held by the department why the amount of current and future
support to be paid and/or the amount of the support debt is incorrect and
should not be ordered. The notice shall provide that the responsible parent
has twenty days from the date of the service of the notice to request an ad-
ministrative hearing or initiate an action in superior court. If the responsible
parent does not request a hearing or initiate an action in superior court, the
amount of current and future support and/or the amount of the support
debt stated in the notice shall be subject to collection action.

If the responsible parent does not initiate such an action in superior
court, and serve notice of the action on the department within the twenty-
day period, the responsible parent shall be deemed to have made an election
of remedies and shall be required to exhaust administrative remedies under
this chapter with judicial review available as provided for in RCW
34.04.130.

The administrative hearing shall be a contested hearing under chapter
34.04 RCW and shall be conducted in accordance with the rules and regu-
lations adopted by the department and the office of administrative hearings.
A copy of the notice of hearing shall be mailed to the person to whom sup-
port is payable under the support order.

An administrative order entered in accordance with this section shall
state the basis, rationale, or formula upon which the amounts established in
the order were based. The amount of current and future support and/or the
amount of the support debt determined under this section shall be subject to
collection under this chapter and other applicable state statutes.

The regulation shall also provide for an annual review of the support
order if either the office of support enforcement or the responsible parent
requests such a review.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. (I) Any information or records concerning
individuals who owe a support obligation or for whom support enforcement
services are being provided which are obtained or maintained by the
Washington state support registry, the office of support enforcement, or un-
der chapter 74.20 RCW shall be private and confidential and shall only be
subject to public disclosure as provided in this section.
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(2) The secretary of the department of social and health services shall
adopt rules which specify the individuals or agencies to whom this informa-
tion and these records may be disclosed, the purposes for which the infor-
mation may be disclosed, and the procedures to obtain the information or
records. The rules adopted under this section shall provide for disclosure of
the information and records, under appropriate circumstances, which shall
include, but not be limited to:

(a) When authorized or required by federal statute or regulation gov-
erning the support enforcement program;

(b) To the person the subject of the records or information, unless the
information is exempt from disclosure under RCW 42.17.3 10;

(c) To government agencies, whether state, local, or federal, and in-
cluding law enforcement agencies, prosecuting agencies, and the executive
branch, if the records or information are needed for child support enforce-
ment purposes;

(d) To the parties in a judicial or formal administrative proceeding
upon a specific written finding by the presiding officer that the need for the
information outweighs any reason for maintaining the privacy and confi-
dentiality of the information or records;

(e) To private persons or organizations if the disclosure is necessary to
permit private contracting parties to assist in the management and opera-
tion of the department;

(f) Disclosure of address and employment information to the parties to
a court order for support for purposes relating to the enforcement or modi-
fication of the order;

(g) Disclosure of information or records when necessary to the efficient
administration of the support enforcement program or to the performance
of functions and responsibilities of the support registry and the office of
support enforcement as set forth in state and federal statutes; or

(h) Disclosure of the information or records when authorized under
RCW 74.04.060.

(3) Prior to disclosing address information to a party to a child custody
order, a notice shall be mailed, if appropriate under the circumstances, to
the last known address of the party whose address has been requested. The
notice shall advise the party that a request for disclosure has been made and
will be complied with unless the department receives a copy of a court order
which enjoins the disclosure of the information or restricts or limits the re-
questing party's right to contact or visit the other party or the child.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed as limiting or restricting
the effect of RCW 42.17.260(5). Nothing in this section shall be construed
to prevent the disclosure of information and records if all details identifying
an individual are deleted or the individual consents to the disclosure.

(5) It shall be unlawful for any person or agency in violation of this
section to solicit, publish, disclose, receive, make use of, or to authorize,
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knowingly permit, participate in or acquiesce in the use of any lists of
names for commercial or political purposes or the use of any information for
purposes other than those purposes specified in this section. A violation of
this section shall be a gross misdemeanor as provided in chapter 9A.20
RCW.

Sec. 13. Section 15, chapter 298, Laws of 1981 and RCW 13.32A.175
are each amended to read as follows:

In any proceeding in which the court approves an alternative residen-
tial placement, the court shall inquire into the ability of parents to contrib-
ute to the child's support. If the court finds that the parents are able to
contribute to the support of the child, the court shall order them to make
such support payments as the court deems equitable. The court may enforce
such an order by execution or in any way in which a court of equity may
enforce its orders. However, payments shall not be required of a parent who
has both opposed the placement and continuously sought reconciliation
with, and the return of, the child. All orders entered in a proceeding ap-
proving alternative residential placement shall be in compliance with the
provisions of section 5 of this 1987 act.

Sec. 14. Section 8, chapter 160, Laws of 1913 as last amended by sec-
tion 8, chapter 195, Laws of 1981 and RCW 13.34.160 are each amended
to read as follows:

In any case in which the court shall find the child dependent, it may in
the same or subsequent proceeding upon the parent or parents, guardian, or
other person having custody of said child, being duly summoned or volun-
tarily appearing, proceed to inquire into the ability of such persons or per-
son able to support the child or contribute ((to its suppot, and if the co

thereto, the court may enter such order or decree as shall be according to
equity in the premises, and may enforce the same by execution, or in any
way in which a court of equity may enforce its decrees. All child support
orders entered pursuant to this chapter shall be in compliance with the pro-
visions of section 5 of this 1987 act.

Sec. 15. Section 12, chapter 157, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. as amend-
ed by section 3, chapter 45, Laws of 1983 1st ex. sess. and RCW 26.09.120
are each amended to read as follows:

(1) The court ((may, UpJn itS O , 11106 0 11  pi io tiniiwi o,.,f ....

party,)) shall order support ((or)) and maintenance payments to be made
to((:

(b) The depam timut of social amid health services pursiuant to chapters

74.20 amid 74.20A RCWg ,
(c) The clluik of couuut as t Lustuu fom Iumttahmuu to the,. peii son etitled tu

iciethe paymenuzts)) the Washington state support registry, or the person
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entitled to receive the payments under an alternate payment plan approved
by the court as provided in section 5 of this 1987 act.

(2) Maintenance payments, when ordered in an action where there is
no dependent child, may be ordered to be paid to the person entitled to re-
ceive the payments, or the clerk of the court as trustee for remittance to the
persons entitled to receive the payments. If maintenance payments are made
to the clerk of court((-

(a-)), the clerk shall maintain records listing the amount of payments,
the date when payments are required to be made, and the names and ad-
dresses of the parties affected by the order((,-and)).

((fb))) (3) The parties affected by the order shall inform the ((clerk-0
the court)) registry through which the payments are ordered to be paid of
any change of address or of other conditions that may affect the adminis-
tration of the order.

Sec. 16. Section 21, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 as amended by section
1, chapter 138, Laws of 1986 and RCW 26.09.135 are each amended to
read as follows:

(((-t-)) Every court order or decree establishing a child support obliga-
tion shall ((state,

(a) That if a support payimL nt is r-,oiu than, fifteen day, past duu in- an,
amounteul to. o, .......... tha th u p aa l n o t ,ti

obie of the1 support paymentsw iiay see,.k a mandaJto I wa .a-IILL1

uztd,..z -....ap ei 2.18 RCW wthut plior notice t t.e obligo.;
(b) The iIcoi of t.e pa. ties, if known,, o. that. t!,i iiI1 n

knon, t te atiipaed ncoe uonwhich the suippmti-,aaiu is baeu,

(.c) The. suppot award a a fixed ollt si o, t1e. form.ula by wlhl_
the ca-lculatiuon of supportL is made;

(d) T. s.ifi. day o. date oii wich th isupput zpayiint is Jue,

(e) The so u.cial 1__ity zai.ib, if knouwn, of te I ... and -blig... of

th upportL paymentsi, and

(f) Wi..I party ao, pai htave custo., dy of ea,..lJ ilf wlIaiII all

(2) Failur., to o.pJly w 1i JctionU (1) of thlis .tiUJI doues not .

t,. validity of the stippo Iotd 1 )) be entered in compliance with the provi-
sions of section 5 of this 1987 act.

Sec. 17. Section 2, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.18.020 are
each amended to read as follows:

Unless the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Dependent child" means a.ny child for whom a support order has
been established or for whom a duty of support is owed.

(2) "Duty of support" means the duty to provide for the needs of a
dependent child, which may include necessary food, clothing, shelter, edu-
cation, and health care. The duty includes any obligation to make monetary
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payments, to pay expenses, including spousal maintenance, or to reimburse
another person or an agency for the cost of necessary support furnished a
dependent child. The duty may be imposed by court order, by operation of
law, or otherwise.

(3) "Obligee" means the custodian of a dependent child, or person or
agency, to whom a duty of support is owed, or the person or agency to
whom the right to receive or collect support has been assigned.

(4) "Obligor" means the person owing a duty of support.
(5) "Support order" means any judgment, decree, or order of support

issued by the superior court or authorized agency of the state of
Washington; or a judgment, decree, or other order of support issued by a
court or agency of competent jurisdiction in another state or country, which
has been registered or otherwise made enforceable in this state.

(6) 'Employer" includes the United States government, a state or local
unit of government, and any person or entity who pays or owes earnings to
the obligor.

(7) "Earnings" means compensation paid or payable for personal ser-
vices, whether denominated as wages, salary, commission, bonus, or other-
wise, and, notwithstanding any other provision of law making the payments
exempt from garnishment, attachment, or other process to satisfy support
obligations, specifically includes periodic payments pursuant to pension or
retirement programs, or insurance policies of any type, but does not include
payments made under Title 50 RCW, except as provided in RCW 50.40-
.020 and 50.40.050, or Title 74 RCW.

(8) "Disposable earnings" means that part of the earnings of an indi-
vidual remaining after the deduction from those earnings of any amount
required by law to be withheld.

Sec. 18. Section 7, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.18.070 are
each amended to read as follows:

(1) A petition or motion seeking a mandatory wage assignment in an
action under RCW 26.18.040 may be filed by an obligee if the obligor is
more than fifteen days past due in child support payments in an amount
equal to or greater than the support payable for one month. The petition or
motion shall include a sworn statement by the obligee, stating the facts au-
thorizing the issuance of the wage assignment order, including:

(a) That the obligor, stating his or her name and residence, is more
than fifteen days past due in child support payments in an amount equal to
or greater than the support payable for one month;

(b) A description of the terms of the support order requiring payment
of support, and the amount past due;

(c) The name and address of the obligor's employer;
(d) That notice by personal service or any form of mail requiring a re-

turn receipt, has been provided to the obligor ((as. e4uied by Rew26.18-
.06O)) at least fifteen days prior to the obligee seeking a mandatory wage
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assignment, unless the order for support states that the obligee may seek a
mandatory wage assignment without notice to the obligor; and

(e) In cases not filed by the state, whether the obligee has received
public assistance from any source and, if the obligee has received public as-
sistance, that the department of social and health services has been notified
in writing of the pending action.

(2) If the court in which a mandatory wage assignment is sought does
not already have a copy of the support order in the court file, then the obli-
gee shall attach a copy of the support order to the petition or motion seek-
ing the wage assignment.

Sec. 19. Section 8, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.18.080 are
each amended to read as follows:

(M Upon receipt of a petition or motion seeking a mandatory wage as-
signment that complies with RCW 26.18.070, the court shall issue a wage
assignment order, as provided in RCW 26.18.100 and including the infor-
mation required in RCW 26.18.090(1), directed to the employer, and com-
manding the employer to answer the order on the forms served with the
order that comply with RCW 26.18.120 within twenty days after service of
the order upon the employer.

(2) The clerk of the court shall forward a copy of the mandatory wage
assignment order, a true and correct copy of the support orders in the court
file, and a statement containing the obligee's address and social security
number shall be forwarded to the Washington state support registry within
five days of the entry of the order.

Sec. 20. Section 10, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.18.100
are each amended to read as follows:

The wage assignment order shall be substantially in the following form:

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF

............... ,

Obligee No ..........
VS.

. . WAGE ASSIGNMENT
Obligor ORDER

. ° . . °.. . . . . .

Employer

THE STATE OF WASHINGTON TO: ..........................
Employer
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A N D T O : ....................................................
Obligor

The above-named obligee claims that the above-named obligor is more
than fifteen days past dun in child support payments in an amount equal to
or greater than the child support payable for one month. The amount of the
accrued child support debt as of this date is .......... dollars, the
amount of arrearage payments specified in the support order (if applicable)
is .......... dollars per ........... and the amount of the current and
continuing support obligation under the support order is .......... dollars
per ...........

You are hereby commanded to answer this order by filling in the at-
tached form according to the instructions, and you must mail or deliver the
original of the answer to the court, one copy to the Washington state sup-
port registry, one copy to the obligee or obligee's attorney, and one copy to
the obligor within twenty days after service of this wage assignment order
upon you.

If you possess any earnings due and owing to the obligor, then you
shall do as follows:

(1) Withhold from the obligor's earnings each month, or from each
regular earnings disbursement, the lesser of:

(a) The sum of the accrued support debt and the current support
obligation;

(b) The sum of the specified arrearage payment amount and the cur-
rent support obligation; or

(c) Fifty percent of the disposable earnings of the obligor.
(2) The total amount withheld above is subject to the wage assignment

order, and all other sums may be disbursed to the obligor.
You shall continue to withhold the ordered amounts from nonexempt

earnings of the obligor until notified by the court that the wage assignment
has been modified or terminated. You shall promptly notify the court and
the Washington state support registry if and when the employee is no longer
employed by you.

You shall deliver the withheld earnings to the ((,k.k of t.. curt t..t
issueid tlhi wag as siamet oi-d~f)) Washington state support registry at
each regular pay interval, but the first delivery shall occur no sooner than
twenty days after your receipt of this wage assignment order.

You shall deliver a copy of this order to the obligor as soon as is rea-
sonably possible. This wage assignment order has priority over any other
wage assignment or garnishment, except for another wage assignment or
garnishment for child support, or order to withhold or deliver under chapter
74.20A RCW.
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WHETHER OR NOT YOU OWE ANYTHING TO THE
OBLIGOR, YOUR FAILURE TO ANSWER AS RE-
QUIRED MAY MAKE YOU LIABLE FOR OBLIGOR'S
CLAIMED SUPPORT DEBT TO THE OBLIGEE OR
SUBJECT TO CONTEMPT OF COURT.

NOTICE TO OBLIGOR: YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO REQUEST A
HEARING IN THE SUPERIOR COURT THAT ISSUED THIS WAGE
ASSIGNMENT ORDER, TO REQUEST THAT THE COURT QUASH,
MODIFY, OR TERMINATE THE WAGE ASSIGNMENT ORDER.

DATED THIS ... day of ... , 19....

• . . . . ... • • • . .•. • • • • . , • • . • •°. °•.......... ., •. .

Obligee, Judge/Court Commissioner
or obligee's attorney

Sec. 21. Section 11, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.18.110
are each amended to read as follows:

(1) An employer upon whom service of a wage assignment order has
been made shall answer the order by sworn affidavit within twenty days af-
ter the date of service. The answer shall state whether the obligor is em-
ployed by or receives earnings from the employer, whether the employer will
honor the wage assignment order, and whether there are multiple child
support attachments against the obligor.

(2) If the employer possesses any earnings due and owing to the obli-
gor, the earnings subject to the wage assignment order shall be withheld
immediately upon receipt of the wage assignment order. The withheld
earnings shall be delivered to the ((clrk of t, e couI t t .t sued t, wag
assignment od)) Washington state support registry at each regular pay
interval, but the first delivery shall occur no sooner than twenty days after
receipt of the wage assignment order.

(3) The employer shall continue to withhold the ordered amounts from
nonexempt earnings of the obligor until notified by the court that the wage
assignment has been modified or terminated. The employer shall promptly
notify the ((court)) Washington state support registry when the employee is
no longer employed.

(4) The employer may deduct a processing fee from the remainder of
the employee's earnings after withholding under the wage assignment order,
even if the remainder is exempt under RCW 26.18.090. The processing fee
may not exceed (a) ten dollars for the first disbursement made by the em-
ployer to the ((supei io ut c Lk)) Washington state support registry; and
(b) one dollar for each subsequent disbursement to the clerk.

(5) An order for wage assignment for support entered under this chap-
ter shall have priority over any other wage assignment or garnishment, ex-
cept for another wage assignment or garnishment for child support, or order
to withhold and deliver under chapter 74.20A RCW.
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(6) An employer who fails to withhold earnings as required by a wage
assignment issued under this chapter may be held liable for the amounts
disbursed to the obligor in violation of the wage assignment order, and may
be found by the court to be in contempt of court and may be punished as
provided by law.

(7) No employer who complies with a wage assignment issued under
this chapter may be liable to the employee for wrongful withholding.

(8) No employer may discharge, discipline, or refuse to hire an em-
ployee because of the entry or service of a wage assignment issued and exe-
cuted under this chapter. A person who violates this subsection may be
found by the court to be in contempt of court and may be punished as pro-
vided by law.

(9) An employer may combine amounts withheld from various em-
ployees into a single payment to the ((supeio, r coiit clelkk)) Washington
state support registry, if the payment includes a listing of the amounts at-
tributable to each employee and other information as required by the
((clerk)) registry.

(10) An employer shall deliver a copy of the wage assignment order to
the obligor as soon as is reasonably possible.

Sec. 22. Section 13, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.18.130
are each amended to read as follows:

(1) Service of the wage assignment order on the employer is invalid
unless it is served with ((fom')) five answer forms in substantial conform-
ance with RCW 26.18.120, together with stamped envelopes addressed to,
respectively, the clerk of the court where the order was issued, the
Washington state support registry, the obligee's attorney or the obligee, and
the obligor. The obligee shall also include an extra copy of the wage as-
signment order for the employer to deliver to the obligor. Service on the
employer shall be in person or by any form of mail requiring a return
receipt.

(2) On or before the date of service of the wage assignment order on
the employer, the obligee shall mail or cause to be mailed by certified mail a
copy of the wage assignment order to the obligor at the obligor's last known
post office address; or, in the alternative, a copy of the wage assignment or-
der shall be served on the obligor in the same manner as a summons in a
civil action on, before, or within two days after the date of service of the
order on the employer. This requirement is not jurisdictional, but if the copy
is not mailed or served as this subsection provides, or if any irregularity ap-
pears with respect to the mailing or service, the superior court, in its dis-
cretion, may quash the wage assignment order, upon motion of the obligor
promptly made and supported by an affidavit showing that the obligor has
suffered substantial injury due to the failure to mail or serve the copy.
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Sec. 23. Section 22, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 as amended by section
2, chapter 138, Laws of 1986 and RCW 26.21.125 are each amended to
read as follows:

(((-1)) Every court order or decree establishing a child support obliga-
tion shall ((state.

(a) Thati f a suppoi L paymen~at is more~. than fifteent days past due ina

amtountt equal to o- pz ,.atei tlhan tlt e- suppou I payabl fii- uti, ioUntli, the,
ublgee of the suppou t payments may sek a muadatuI y wag ai igitt

unude, c.,apte, 2.iBv, RC-W ' .Lwithout .. oi.ce to the -o' ...

(b) The inum f tlie paries, if knoUw, oi- that t!l~;i - . . i-

knowita, ithe anit ipat ,d iincome, upoin wich.,lthle -Upp-U t award is bas,

(ic) T , uppat It award as a flixL dUllar 2U11 U the ui iiula by wltii

the cl...,.kulation of stupojJt is madu,
(d) Th u i fl.. ay t datu ont wh hi the suppot payme-ntt is d e,
(i) The scial secniity t IutliU., i if kniUwn, of the obl. o aUd obli

the uppitt paymnitst, and

(f) Which patty has ur pa, ties have c...tody o f ea -- hd . wbui an
o, de, of su~ppa, t. is enil ed.

(2) Filuie to comply with subsection (i) of this setit UU, not afI t
the validity of the suppotI o ) be entered in compliance with section 5
of this 1987 act.

Sec. 24. Section 15, chapter 196, Laws of 1951 as amended by section
21, chapter 45, Laws of 1963 and RCW 26.21.140 are each amended to
read as follows:

In addition to the foregoing powers, the court of this state when acting
as the responding state has the power to subject the respondent to such
terms and conditions as the court may deem proper to assure compliance
with its orders and in particular:

(1) To require the respondent to furnish recognizance in the form of a
cash deposit or bond of such character and in such amount as the court may
deem proper to assure payment of any amount required to be paid by the
respondent;

(2) To require the respondent to make payments at specified intervals
to the ((Jl 1 k of the c )) Washington state support registry and to report
personally to ((such clrk)) the Washington state support registry at such
times as may be deemed necessary;

(3) To punish the respondent who shall violate any order of the court
to the same extent as is provided by law for contempt of the court in any
other suit or proceeding cognizable by the court.

Sec. 25. Section 16, chapter 196, Laws of 1951 as amended by section
22, chapter 45, Laws of 1963 and RCW 26.21.150 are each amended to
read as follows:
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The court of this state when acting as a responding state shall have the
following duties which ((may)) shall be carried out through the ((clerk-o
the court)) Washington state support registry:

(1) Upon the receipt of a payment made by the respondent pursuant to
any order of the court or otherwise, to transmit the same forthwith to the
court of the initiating state, and

(2) Upon request to furnish to the court of the initiating state a certi-
fied statement of all payments made by the respondent.

Sec. 26. Section 17, chapter 196, Laws of 1951 as amended by section
23, chapter 45, Laws of 1963 and RCW 26.21.160 are each amended to
read as follows:

The court of this state when acting as an initiating state shall have the
duty which ((may)) shall be carried out through the ((cle, k of tlecoo. t))
Washington state support registry to receive and disburse forthwith all pay-
ments made by the respondent or transmitted by the court of the responding
state.

Sec. 27. Section 23, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 as amended by section
3, chapter 138, Laws of 1986 and RCW 26.26.132 are each amended to
read as follows:

(((-)) Every court order or decree establishing a child support obliga-
tion shall ((state:

(a) That if a .upp.t paynCt 1 than fiftee..n days Fast due in an

---- u t ......... t. R ; ...t than the ... t payable FM. 0...
obie of tlhe. support payrnnts mzay seka mzazdatot a a int

tinde, chpe 26.18 RCW withouut ntice to tthebi~ 1

(b) The t 0 f ino . - if . n., a. that it i ittiuI u -

knowng o, tle anticipated i jJO .I whc the support award s ba ,

(c) T. suppot award a a fixeJ J--llal .t.?0 the f.....la b, wt . d
t, 4aulationl of suppoit is i- ad,

(d) Tlp t ic day or date on whiJ tit. suppo, t paytint is due,

(e) Tl ... oal 1.. i..y numb rs if.... ,, f t . l o ani d oblig . of

tile, ;o II3.-, Ulltp yment ; Ud

(f) Whc pa.ty as o, pa. ties have custody of eaci.l d fon wlol alt

ordet of supot is eneid

(2) Failure. to .om~pl~y vi~th subsec,.tion (1) of tiscio, nit does, not affecL,
the validity of the supott order)) be entered in compliance with section 5
of this 1987 act.

Sec. 28. Section 16, chapter 42, Laws of 1975-'76 2nd ex. sess. and
RCW 26.26.150 are each amended to read as follows:

(1) If existence of the father and child relationship is declared, or pa-
ternity or a duty of support has been acknowledged or adjudicated under
this chapter or under prior law, the obligation of the father may be enforced
in the same or other proceedings by the mother, the child, the tate of
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Washington, the public authority that has furnished or may furnish the
reasonable expenses of pregnancy, confinement, education, support, or fu-
neral, or by any other person, including a private agency, to the extent he
has furnished or is furnishing these expenses.

(2) The court ((may)) shall order support payments to be made to the
((d... t .i.t of social •ad health, Yie pu .. a t o . apti. 7.4.20
14.20A RCW, to a par ,nt, th. - le, k of thea -. uu, t, ai a pe. Oua, sonco, p, atio,

theu, Y i of t, ,.,ut)) Washington state support registry, or the per-
son entitled to receive the payments under an alternate payment plan ap-
proved by the court as provided in section 5 of this 1987 act.

(3) All remedies for the enforcement of judgments apply.

Sec. 29. Section 74.04.060, chapter 26, Laws of 1959 as last amended
by section 32, chapter 41, Laws of 1983 1st ex. sess. and RCW 74.04.060
are each amended to read as follows:

For the protection of applicants and recipients, the department and the
county offices and their respective officers and employees are prohibited, ex-
cept as hereinafter provided, from disclosing the contents of any records,
files, papers and communications, except for purposes directly connected
with the administration of the programs of this title. In any judicial pro-
ceeding, except such proceeding as is directly concerned with the adminis-
tration of these programs, such records, files, papers and communications,
and their contents, shall be deemed privileged communications and except
for the right of any individual to inquire of the office whether a named in-
dividual is a recipient of welfare assistance and such person shall be entitled
to an affirmative or negative answer. However, upon written request of a
parent who has been awarded visitation rights in an action for divorce or
separation or any parent with legal custody of the child, the department
shall disclose to him or her the ((current)) last known address and location
of his or her natural or adopted children. The secretary shall adopt rules
wIzKh establish procedures for disclosing the address of the children and
providing, when appropriate, for prior notice to the custodian of the chil-
dren. The notice shall state that a request for disclosure has been received
and will be complied with by the department unless the department receives
a copy of a court order which enjoins the disclosure of the information or
restricts or limits the requesting party's right to contact or visit the other
party or the child. Information supplied to a parent by the department shall
be used only for purposes directly related to the enforcement of the visita-
tion and custody provisions of the court order of separation or decree of di-
vorce. No parent shall disclose such information to any other person except
for the purpose of enforcing visitation provisions of the said order or decree.

The county offices shall maintain monthly at their offices a report
showing the names and addresses of all recipients in the county receiving

117411

Ch. 435



WASHINGTON LAWS, 1987

public assistance under this title, together with the amount paid to each
during the preceding month.

The provisions of this section shall not apply to duly designated repre-
sentatives of approved private welfare agencies, public officials, members of
legislative interim committees and advisory committees when performing
duties directly connected with the administration of this title, such as regu-
lation and investigation directly connected therewith: PROVIDED, HOW-
EVER, That any information so obtained by such persons or groups shall be
treated with such degree of confidentiality as is required by the federal so-
cial security law.

It shall be unlawful, except as provided in this section, for any person,
body, association, firm, corporation or other agency to solicit, publish, dis-
close, receive, make use of, or to authorize, knowingly permit, participate in
or acquiesce in the use of any lists or names for commercial or political
purposes of any nature. The violation of this section shall be a gross
misdemeanor.

Sec. 30. Section 16, chapter 173, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last
amended by section 13, chapter 171, Laws of 1979 ex. sess. and RCW 74-
.20.101 are each amended to read as follows:

Whenever, as a result of any action, support money is paid by the per-
son or persons responsible for support, such payment shall be paid through

, e (stippoi-t _foic........ coll ec .,J t itons~ uit of the,. state deplattlinent of

social and hea.lth sivcs)) Washington state support registry if the support
order contains a provision directing the responsible parent to make support
payments through the registry or upon written no,,ce by the ((depatm ent))
office of support enforcement to the responsible ((person)) parent or to the
clerk of the court, if appropriate, that ((thehu .. ...lJ , fui whai a suppoit
obligationi exists ar jcivig~ public~ assitauce , that the Sujport de~bt Ihab

been-assignvd t, tlie dpaiinent)) all future support payments must be
made through the registry.

After service on a responsible parent of a notice under this section or
RCW 74.20A.040 or 74.20A.055, payment of moneys ((o .-.kind
piovidings)) for the support of the responsible parent's children which are
not paid to the ((departiment)) Washington state support registry shall not
be credited against or set-off against any obligation to provide support
which has been assigned to the department, whether the obligation has been
determined by court order, or pursuant to RCW 74.20A.055, or is
unliquidated.

Sec. 31. Section 3, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. as last amended
by section 5, chapter 276, Laws of 1985 and RCW 74.20A.030 are each
amended to read as follows:

The department shall be subrogated to the right of any dependent child
or children or person having the care, custody, and control of said child or
children, if public assistance money is paid to or for the benefit of the child,
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to prosecute or maintain any support action or execute any administrative
remedy existing under the laws of the state of Washington to obtain reim-
bursement of moneys expended, based on the support obligation of the re-
sponsible parent established by a superior court order or RCW 74.20A.055.
Distribution of any support moneys shall be made in accordance with 42
U.S.C. Sec. 657.

((No)) Public assistance moneys shall be exempt from collection
((sh.ll b ..e . .. .f... a par t..t i ote.. p n who i the. . ei..ent of pal
assistance minys wle. such person o u I suc, S;tatus)) action
under this chapter except as provided in RCW 74.20A.270.

No collection action shall be taken against parents of children eligible
for admission to, or children who have been released from, a state school for
the developmentally disabled as defined by chapter 72.33 RCW.

The department may initiate, continue, maintain, or execute action to
establish, enforce, and collect a support obligation, including establishing
paternity and performing related services, under this chapter and chapter
74.20 RCW, or through the attorney general or prosecuting attorney under
chapter 26.09, 26.18, 26.20, 26.21, or 26.26 RCW or other appropriate
statutes or the common law of this state, for a period not to exceed three
months from the month following the month in which the family or any
member thereof ceases to receive public assistance and thereafter if a non-
assistance request for support enforcement services has been made under
RCW 74.20.040.

Sec. 32. Section 13, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. as amended by
section 12, chapter 183, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW 74.20A.130
are each amended to read as follows:

Whenever a support lien has been filed pursuant to RCW 74.20A.060,
the secretary may collect the support debt stated in said lien by the dis-
traint, seizure, and sale of the property subject to said lien. Not less than
ten days prior to the date of sale, the secretary shall ((give- ntic )) cause a
copy of the notice of sale to be transmitted by regular mail and by any form
of mailing requiring a return receipt to the debtor and any person known to
have or claim an interest ((t.......f t . a!.. . . . .ip.iu of the -, Op,, , , , ty
to be sold and the t.. . . and i lac of sale of sald)) in the property. Said no-
tice shall ((b. given to suc, pe.. msons by crtifie.d mail, etuin jeinipt a-
queste ot by at vice in te n1.iaaaaa pa , ibed fi" tle rvice, of a SUiiiiia01iS
in a civil acta)) contain a general description of the property to be sold
and the time, date, and place of the sale. ((A)) The notice ((specifyhi g the
property to be sold)) of sale shall be posted in at least two public places in
the county wherein the distraint has been made. The time of sale shall not
be less than ten nor more than twenty days from the date of posting of such
notices. Said sale shall be conducted by the secretary, who shall proceed to
sell such property by parcel or by lot at a public auction, and who may set a
minimum reasonable price to include the expenses of making a levy and of
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advertising the sale, and if the amount bid for such property at the sale is
not equal to the price so fixed, the secretary may declare such property to
be purchased by the department for such price, or may conduct another sale
of such property pursuant to the provisions of this section. In the event of
sale, the debtor's account shall be credited with the amount for which the
property has been sold. Property acquired by the department as herein pre-
scribed may be sold by the secretary at public or private sale, and the
amount realized shall be placed in the state general fund to the credit of the
department of social and health services. In all cases of sale, as aforesaid,
the secretary shall issue a bill of sale or a deed to the purchaser and said bill
of sale or deed shall be prima facie evidence of the right of the secretary to
make such sale and conclusive evidence of the regularity of his proceeding
in making the sale, and shall transfer to the purchaser all right, title, and
interest of the debtor in said property. The proceeds of any such sale, except
in those cases wherein the property has been acquired by the department,
shall be first applied by the secretary to reimbursement of the costs of dis-
traint and sale, and thereafter in satisfaction of the delinquent account. Any
excess which shall thereafter remain in the hands of the secretary shall be
refunded to the debtor. Sums so refundable to a debtor may be subject to
seizure or distraint by any taxing authority of the state or its political sub-
divisions or by the secretary for new sums due and owing subsequent to the
subject proceeding. Except as specifically provided in this chapter, there
shall be exempt from distraint, seizure, and sale under this chapter such
property as is exempt therefrom under the laws of this state.

Sec. 33. Section 19, chapter 164, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. as amended by
section 17, chapter 183, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW 74.20A.190
are each amended to read as follows:

The secretary may assess and collect interest of six percent per annum
on any support debt due and owing to the department under RCW 74.20A-
.030 ((ay be , lec... -y .t seitary)) or which the department has
been authorized to enforce and collect under RCW 74.20.040 at the maxi-
mum rate permitted under RCW 19.52.020. No provision of this chapter
shall be construed to require the secretary to maintain interest balance due
accounts and said interest may be waived by the secretary, if said waiver
would facilitate the collection of the debt.

Sec. 34. Section 24, chapter 183, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW
74.20A.260 are each amended to read as follows:

((On hundred pe.cent of te. tr,,poiaty totl)) Disability payments
((an1d permane-t tuta di liJty comizpensatioi to a workmn allocate,-bu
RC 5i.32.090 an,,d 51.32.060 iieectivy to the spuse and chldre. of a
wokman, and fou, percenL uf fthe ne ptLe uf paymisi to a .... '--
f;o permanent patial disab. ..I, ity R 51.32.080)) made pursuant to
Title 51 RCW shall ((not)) be classified as ((-))earnings(( .butshall..be
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subdivisionl o. Udlpa, tlincit oF the state towithhldi the. above. stated ,u tu ion-

aLt .....i s u sequent J bui _nt o, .. .... i-t- val . . til t e -ent i. an ait

been-withheld)) and shall be subject to collection action by the office for
support enforcement under this chapter and all other applicable state
statutes.

NEW SECT ION. Sec. 35. Sections 1 through 12 of this act shall con-
stitute a new chapter under Title 26 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3.1. The following acts or parts of acts are each
repealed:

(1) Section 13, chapter 157, Laws of 1973 1st ex. sess. and RCW 26-
.09.130; and

(2) Section 6, chapter 260, Laws of 1984 and RCW 26.18.060.
NEW SECTION. Sec. 37. Sections 1 through 3 and 5 through 36 of

this act shall take effect January 1, 1988.
NEW SECTION. Sec. 38. Section 4 of this act is necessary for the

immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support
of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take
effect immediately.

Passed the House April 22, 1987.
Passed the Senate April 16, 1987.
Approved by the Governor May 18, 1987.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 18, 1987.

CHAPTER 436
[Substitute House Bill No. 523]

POLLUTION CONTROL FACILITIES-FINANCING-SERVICE PROVIDER
AGREEMENTS

AN ACT Relating to the financing of pollution control facilities, systems, and activities;
amending RCW 43.88.160, 43.99F.020, 43.99F.040, 43.99F.050, 70.146.020, 70.146.030, and
70.146.060; adding a new section to chapter 35.22 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 36-
.32 RCW; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

Sec. 1. Section 11, chapter 10, Laws of 1982 as amended by section 5,
chapter 215, Laws of 1986 and RCW 43.88.160 are each amended to read
as follows:

This section sets forth the major fiscal duties and responsibilities of of-
ficers and agencies of the executive branch. The regulations issued by the
governor pursuant to this chapter shall provide for a comprehensive, orderly
basis for fiscal management and control, including efficient accounting and
reporting therefor, for the executive branch of the state government and
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