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Sec. 6. Section 12, chapter 49, Laws of 1983 1st ex. sess. and RCW
36.79.120 are each amended to read as follows:

Counties receiving funds from the rural arterial trust account for con-
struction of arterials and the construction of replacement bridges funded by
the federal bridge replacement program on access roads in rural areas shall
provide such matching funds as established by rules recommended by the
board, subject to review, revision, and final approval by the state transpor-
tation commission. Matching requirements shall be established after appro-
priate studies by the board, taking into account financial resources available
to counties to meet arterial needs.

Passed the Senate February 10, 1988.
Passed the House February 26, 1988.
Approved by the Governor March 11, 1988.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 11, 1988.

CHAPTER 27
[Substitute Senate Bill No. 65361

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION-EXPERIENCE RATING ACCOUNTS-
PLANT CURTAILMENT OR CLOSURE-NATURAL DISASTERS

AN ACT Relating to experience rating ror unemployment insurance purposes; amending
and reenacting RCW 50.29.020; and creating a new section.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 2, chapter 2, Laws of 1987 and section 3, chapter 213,

Laws of 1987 and RCW 50.29.020 are each amended and reenacted to read
as follows:

(I) An experience rating account shall be established and maintained
for each employer, except employers as described in RCW 50.44.010 and
50.44.030 who have properly elected to make payments in lieu of contribu-
tions, taxable local government employers as described in RCW 50.44.035,
and those employers who are required to make payments in lieu of contri-
butions, based on existing records of the employment security department.
Benefits paid to any eligible individuals shall be charged to the experience
rating accounts of each of such individual's employers during the individu-
al's base year in the same ratio that the wages paid by each employer to the
individual during the base year bear to the wages paid by all employers to
that individual during that base year, except as otherwise provided in this
section ((and u. R..' 50.29.622)).

(2) The legislature finds that certain benefit payments, in whole or in
part, should not be charged to the experience rating accounts of employers
except those employers described in RCW 50.44.010 and 50.44.030 who
have properly elected to make payments in lieu of contributions, taxable lo-
cal government employers described in RCW 50.44.035, and those employ-
ers who are required to make payments in lieu of contributions, as follows:
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(a) Benefits paid to any individuals later determined to be ineligible
shall not be charged to the experience rating account of any contribution
paying employer.

(b) Benefits paid to an individual under the provisions of RCW 50.12-
.050 shall not be charged to the account of any contribution paying em-
ployer if the wage credits earned in this state by the individual during his or
her base year are less than the minimum amount necessary to qualify the
individual for unemployment benefits.

(c) Benefits paid to an individual filing under the provisions of chapter
50.06 RCW shall not be charged to the experience rating account of any
contribution paying employer.

(d) Benefits paid which represent the state's share of benefits payable
under chapter 50.22 RCW shall not be charged to the experience rating
account of any contribution paying employer.

(e) In the case of individuals who requalify for benefits under RCW
50.20.050 or 50.20.060, benefits based on wage credits earned prior to the
disqualifying separation shall not be charged to the experience rating ac-
count of the contribution paying employer from whom that separation took
place.

(f)(i) Benefits paid to an individual as the result of a determination by
the commissioner that no stoppage of work exists, pursuant to RCW 50.20-
.090, shall not be charged to the experience rating account of any contribu-
tion paying employer.

(ii) Benefits paid to an individual under RCW 50.20.090(1) for weeks
of unemployment ending before February 20, 1987, shall not be charged to
the experience rating account of any base year employer.

(g) In the case of individuals identified under RCW 50.20.015, benefits
paid with respect to a calendar quarter, which exceed the total amount of
wages earned in the state of Washington in the higher of two corresponding
calendar quarters included within the individual's determination period, as
defined in RCW 50.20.015, shall not be charged to the experience rating
account of any contribution paying employer.

(h) Beginning July 1, 1985, a contribution-paying base year employer,
not otherwise eligible for relief of charges for benefits under this se,.'tion,
may receive such relief if:

(i) The benefit charges result from payment to an individual %ho last
left the employ of such employer voluntarily for reasons not attributable to
the employer, or was discharged for misconduct connected with his or h.r
work; and

(ii) The employer requests relief of charges in writing within thirty
days following mailing to the last known address of the notification of the
initial determination of such a claim, stating the date and reason for the last
leaving; and
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(iii) Upon investigation of the separation, the commissioner rules that
the relief should be granted.

(i) Benefits paid to an individual who does not successfully complete an
approved on-the-job training program under RCW 50.12.240 shall not be
charged to the experience rating account of the contribution paying em-
ployer who provided the approved on-the-job training.

a) Benefits paid resulting from a closure or severe curtailment of op-
erations at the employer's plant, building, work site, or facility due to dam-
age caused by fire, flood, or other natural disaster shall not be charged to
the experience rating account of the employer if:

(i) The employer petitions for relief of charges; and
(ii) The commissioner approves granting relief of charges.
NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. If any part of this act is found to be in con-

flict with federal requirements which are a prescribed condition to the allo-
cation of federal funds to the state, the conflicting part of this act is hereby
declared to be inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict, and such find-
ing or determination shall not affect the operation of the remainder of this
act. The rules under this act shall meet federal requirements which are a
necessary condition to the receipt of federal funds by the state.

Passed the Senate February II, 1988.
Passed the House March 3, 1988.
Approved by the Governor March 11, 1988.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March I!, 1988.

CHAPTER 28
[Senate Bill No. 65371

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY DEPARTMENT-ADMINISTRATIVE
DETERMINATIONS-APPLICATION IN OTHER ACTIONS

AN ACT Relating to actions of the employment security department; and adding a new
section to chapter 50.32 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 50.32

RCW to read as follows:
Any finding, determination, conclusion, declaration, or final order

made by the commissioner, or his or her representative or delegate, or by an
appeal tribunal, administrative law judge, reviewing officer, or other agent
of the department for the purposes of Title 50 RCW, shall not be conclu-
sive, nor binding, nor admissible as evidence in any separate action outside
the scope of Title 50 RCW between an individual and the individual's
present or prior employer before an arbitrator, court, or judge of this state
or the United States, regardless of whether the prior action was between the

1611

Ch. 28


