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It is unlawful for a person, in the commission or furtherance of a felo-
ny other than a violation of RCW 9.41.190, to discharge a machine gun or
to menace or threaten with a machine gun, another person. A violation of
this section shall be punished as a class A felony under chapter 9A.20
RCW.

Passed the Senate March 8, 1989,

Passed the House April 14, 1989.

Approved by the Governor May 3, 1989,

Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 3, 1989,

CHAPTER 232
[Senate Bill No. 5858]
SCHOOL DISTRICTS—BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS—LOCATION

AN ACT Relating to education; amending RCW 28A.59.100; and declaring an
emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington;

Sec. 1. Section 28A.59.100, chapter 223, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. and
RCW 28A.59.100 are each amended to read as follows:

The board of directors shall maintain an office ((where—attreguiar
meetings—shatt-be-held;and)) where all records, vouchers and other impor-
tant papers belonging to the board may be preserved. Such records, vouch-
ers, and other important papers at all reasonable times shall be available for
public inspection. The regular meetings shall be held within the district
boundaries.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take efTect
immediately.

Passed the Senate April 18, 1989,

Passed the House April 14, 1989,

Approved by the Governor May 3, 1989,

Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 3, 1989,

CHAPTER 233

[Substitute House Bill No. 1444]
AT-RISK STUDENTS—ASSISTANCE

AN ACT Relating to students at risk; amending RCW, 28A.120.010, 28A.120.016, 28A-
.120.020, 28A.120.022, 28A.120.032, 28A.58.217, and 28A.02.061; adding a new scction to
chapter 28A.41 RCW; adding new sections to Title 284 RCW; creating ncw scctions; provid-
ing an cxpiration datc; and making an appropriation.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
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STUDENTS AT RISK
PART I
LEARNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS AT RISK
OF DROPPING OUT

Sec. 1. Section 1, chapter 478, Laws of 1987 and RCW 28A.120.010
are each amended to read as follows:

The legislature finds that an important and effective means of improv-
ing the educational performance of many students with special needs is to
improve the general education program. The legislature also finds that there
is a continuum of educational program nceds among students with learning
problems or poor academic performance. The legislature wants to encourage
school districts to serve students with special needs within the regular class-
room, Therefore, the legislature intends to replace the remediation program
with a broader range of program options, without reducing special instruc-
tional programs when those services are both necessary and appropriate.
The legislature intends to enhance the ability of basic education teachers to
identify and address learning problems within the regular classroom. The
legislature further intends to stimulate development by local schools and
school districts of innovative and eflective means of serving students with
special needs. The goal is to increase the achievement of students with spe-
cial needs in a shorter period of time using processes that are more timely,
appropriate and eflective in producing better outcomes.

Sec. 2. Section 4, chapter 478, Laws of 1987 and RCW 28A.120.016
are each amended to read as follows:

Each school district which applies for state funds distributed pursuant
to RCW 28A.120.022 shall conduct a needs assessment and, on the basis of
its findings, shall develop a plan for the use of these funds. The plan may
incorporate plans developed by each eligible school. Districts are encour-
aged to place special emphasis on addressing the needs of students in the
early grades. The needs assessment and plan shall be updated at least bien-
nially, and shall be determined in consultation with an advisory committee
including but not limited to members of the following groups: Parents, in-
cluding parents of students served by the program; teachers; principals; ad-
ministrators; and school directors. The district shall submit a biennial
application specifying this plan to the office of the superintendent of public
instruction for approval. Plans shall include:

(1) The means which the district will use to identify participating stu-
dents to receive additional services or support under the proposed program;

(2) The specific services or activities which the funds will be used to
support, and their estimated costs;

(3) A plan for annual evaluation of the program by the district, based
on performance objectives related to basic skills achievement of participat-
ing students, and a plan for reporting the results of this evaluation to the
superintendent of public instruction;
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(4) Procedures for recordkeeping or other program documentation as
may be required by the superintendent of public instruction; and
(5) The approval of the local school district board of directors.

Sec. 3. Section 6, chapter 478, Laws of 1987 and RCW 28A.120.020
are each amended to read as follows:

Services or activitics which may be supported under an approved pro-
gram of learning assistance shall include but not be limited to:

(1) Consultant teachers to assist classroom teachers in meeting the
needs of participating students;

(2) Instructional support stafl and instructional assistants to assist
classroom teachers in meeting the needs of participating students;

(3) In-service training for classroom teachers, instructional support
stafl, and instructional assistants in multicultural differences and the identi-
fication of learning problems or in instructional methods for teaching stu-
dents with learning problems;

(4) Special instructional programs for participating students, of suffi-
cient size, scope, and quality to address the needs of these students and to
give reasonable promise of substantial progress toward((s)) meeting their
educational objectives;

(5) Tutoring assistance during or after school or on Saturday provided
by instructional support staff, a student tutor, teacher, or instructional
assistant;

(6) In-service training for parents of participating students; and

(7} Counseling, with an emphasis on services for clementary students
who are in nced of learning assistance, provided by instructional support
stafl such as school counselors, school psychologists, school nurses, and
school social workers. Pursuant to the provisions of section 4(2) of this act,
learning assistance funds may be used to provide counseling for students
who in the absence of counseling would likely become in need of such
learning assistance,.

*Sec. 4. Section 7, chapter 478, Laws of 1987 and RCW 28A.120.022
are each amended to read as follows:

(1) Each school district which has established an approved program shall
be eligible, as determined by the superintendent of public instruction, for
state funds made available for the purposes of such programs. The superin-
tendent of public instruction shall make use of data derived from the basic
skills tests in determining the amount of funds for which a district may be
eligible. Funds shall be distributed according to the district's total full-time
equivalent enrollment in kindergarten through grade nine and the percentage
of the district' s students taking the basic skills tests who scored in the lowest
quartile as compared with national norms. In making this calculation, the
superintendent of public instruction may use an average over the immediately
preceding five or fewer years of the districls percentage scoring in the lowest
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quartile. The superintendent of public instruction shall also deduct the num-
ber of students at these age levels who are identified as specific learning dis-
abled and are generating state funds for special education programs
conducted pursuant to chapter 28A.13 RCW, in distributing state funds for
learning assistance.

(2) In_those districts receiving learning assistance funds in_which stu-
dents' test scores improve, districts may retain learning assistance funds
based on the state-wide average of students eligible for participation in_the
learning assistance program, or the districts current level of funding under
the learning assistance program, whichever is higher: PROVIDED, That only
those learning assistance funds which are retained but would have been re-
duced due to improved student test scores, may be used for district identified
purposes: PROVIDED FURTHER, That districts shall consider, as the first
priority, expending such retained funds on prevention and intervention pro-
grams for students in grades preschool through sixth grade.

(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall review this allocation
method and submit a report to the legislature by December 1, 1991. The re-
port shall include but is not limited to the following information:

(a) An analysis of the impact of the allocation method and any recom-
mendations regarding the continuation or discontinuation of the allocation
method,

(b) A comparison of svudents' test scores for each district participating
in_the learning assistance program for the 1988-89 and 1990-91 school
years against the test scores of studerits in the district for the 1986-87 and
1987-88 school years; and

(c) An analysis of how districts expended unencumbered learning assist-
ance funds, if any, resulting from the allocation method. The distribution
formula in this section is for allocation purposes only.

*Sec. 4 was vetoed, see message at end of chapter.

PART Il
SUBSTANCE ABUSE AWARENESS

Sec. 5. Scction 206, chapter 518, Laws of 1987 and RCW 28A.120.032
arc each amended to read as follows:

The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules to implement
this section, RCW 28A.120.030, and ((REW)) 28A.120.034 through 28A-
.120.050 and shall distribute to school districts on a grant basis, from mon-
cys appropriated for the purposes of this section, RCW 28A.120.030 and
((REW)) 28A.120.034 through 28A.120.050, funds for the development
and implementation of educational and disciplinary policies leading to the
implementation of prcvention, intervention, and aftercare activities regard-
ing the use and abuse of drugs and alcohol. The following program arcas
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may be funded through moneys made available for this section, RCW 28A-
.120.030, and ((REW)) 28A.120.034 through 28A.120.050, including but
not limited to:

(1) Comprehensive program development;

(2) Prevention programs directed at addressing addictive substances
such as alcohol, drugs, and nicotine;

(3) Elementary identification and intervention programs including
counseling programs;

(4) Secondary identification and intervention programs including
counscling programs;

(5) School drug and alcohol core team development and training;

(6) Development of referral and preassessment procedures;

(7) Aftercare;

(8) Drug and alcohol specialist;

(9) Staff, parent, student, and community training; and

(10) Coordination with law enforcement, community service providers,
other school districts, educational service districts, and drug and alcohol
treatment facilities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to Title 284 RCW
to read as follows:

To protect children in the public schools of this state from exposure to
the addictive substance of nicotine, each school district board of directors
shall adopt a written policy mandating a prohibition on the use of all to-
bacco products on public school property. A total ban on the use of all to-
bacco products shall be enforced by September 1, 1991. The policy may
allow for exemptions from this prohibition with regard to alternative educa-
tional programs.

PART III
HIGH SCHOOL DROP-OUT RATE REDUCTION

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The legislature finds that high schools and
high school programs designed to meet the diverse needs of students can be
an important factor in decreasing the dropout rate. The development of al-
ternative high schools, schools—within-schools, student—centered collabora-
tive learning communities utilizing interdisciplinary strategies, and subject—
matter—related schools is encouraged.

High schools are also encouraged to develop programs providing for
flexibility in daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly schedules. High schools are
further encouraged to develop flexible teaching arrangements, including tu-
tor programs which may include the use of adults, high school students, or
college students as tutors, with particular encouragement to consider scek-
ing persons from ethnic and racial minority groups to serve as tutors.
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High schools are also encouraged to use research that has been proven
effective and has produced significant outcomes in working with both po-
tential dropouts and dropouts,

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) Beginning with the 1989~-1990 school
year and concluding at the end of the 1993-1994 school year, any student
who has dropped out of high school for six weeks or longer, or has returned
from participation in a substance abuse treatment program, or is about to
become or is a teen parent, or has returned from hospitalization due to a
mental health problem may choose to attend any other high school in the
state regardless of residence. Students may attend high school in a nonresi-
dent school district only if they are accepted by the high school and pursu-
ant to policies and procedures of the nonresident school district. Receiving
school districts may not charge nonresident students tuition. Schools and
districts are encouraged to accept students who choose to transfer if they
meet these conditions. Basic education funding allocations from the state
shall follow the students.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall report to the legisla-
ture and the governor by December 1, 1994, on the student enrollment pat-
terns pursuant to the provisions of this section.

(3) This section shall expire December 31, 1994,

Scc. 9. Section 222, chapter 518, Laws of 1987 and RCW 28A.58.217
are each amended to read as follows:

(1) ((Schootdistrictsarcherebyauthorized—to)) The superintendent of

public instruction shall contract with the University of Washington for the
education of ((cligible—academicalty)) highly capable ((high-schoot)) stu-
dents below eighteen years of age who are admitted or enrolled at such
early entrance program or transition school((s)) as are now or hereafter es-
tablished and maintained by the University of Washington.

(2) ((Schooldistrictsmmay-authorize)) The superintendent of public in-
struction ((to)) shall allocate directly to the University of Washington all
((orz—portton)) of the state basic education allocation moneys, state cate-
gorical moneys excepting categorical moneys provided for the highly capa-
ble students program under chapter 28A.16 RCW, and federal moneys
generated by a student while attending ((z)) an early entrance program or

transition school at the University of Washington ((carly-entranccortran=
™ ool b om-direct! ‘ versitv—PROVIDER

Fhat)). The allocations shall be according to each student's school district
of residence. The expenditure of such ((state)) moneys shall be ((expended

futfitt-thehigh—schootgraduation-requirements—established-by-theirschoot
districtof-enroliment)) limited to selection of students, precollege instruc-
tion, special advising, and related activities necessary for the support of stu-
dents while attending a transition school or early entrance program at the
University of Washington. Such allocations may be supplemented with such
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additional payments by other parties as necessary to cover the actual and
full costs of such instruction and other activities.

(3) The provisions of subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall apply
during the first three years a student is attending a transition school or carly
entrance program at the University of Washington or through the academic
school year in which the student turns eighteen, whichever occurs first. No
more than thirty students shall be admitted and enrolled in the transition
school at the University of Washington in any one year.

((3))) (4) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt or
amend rules pursuant to chapter ((34-64)) 34.05 RCW implementing sub-
scction (2) of this section before August 31, 1989,

PART 1V
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. A new scction is added to chapter 28A.41
RCW to read as follows:

The superintendent of public instruction shall establish procedures to
allow school districts to claim basic education allocation funds for students
attending classes that are provided outside the regular school year to the
cxtent such attendance is in lieu of attendance during the regular school
ycar: PROVIDED, That nothing in this section shall be construed to alter
the basic education allocation for which the district is otherwise eligible.

Sec. 11. Secction 13, chapter 283, Laws of 1969 ex. sess. as last
amended by section 2, chapter 189, Laws of 1985 and RCW 28A.02.061
arc cach amended to read as follows:

The following are school holidays, and school shall not be taught on
these days: ((Saturday;)) Sunday; the first day of January, commonly called
New Year's Day; the third Monday of January, being celebrated as the an-
niversary of the birth of Martin Luther King, Jr.; the third Monday in
February to be known as Presidents’ Day and to be celebrated as the anni-
versary of the births of Abraham Lincoln and George Washington; the last
Monday in May, commonly known as Memorial Day; the fourth day of
July, being the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence; the first
Monday in September, to be known as Labor Day; the cleventh day of
November, to be known as Veterans' Day, the fourth Thursday in
November, commonly known as Thanksgiving Day; the day immediately
following Thanksgiving Day; the twenty-fifth day of December, commonly
called Christmas Day: PROVIDED, That no reduction from the teacher's
time or salary shall be made by reason of the fact that a school day happens
to be one of the days referred to in this section as a day on which school
shall not be taught.
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PART V
CORE COMPETENCIES

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. (1) The state board of education, in con-
sultation with the superintendent of public instruction, the higher education
coordinating board, the state board for community college education, the
state board for vocational education in the office of the governor, institu-
tions of higher education, and other appropriate agencies, shall study and
evaluate strategies to replace the use of carnegie units (seat time) with core
competencies, including critical thinking skills, to evaluate student
performance.

(2) The study shall take into consideration relevant information from
projects under the schools for the twenty-first century program pursuant to
RCW 28A.100.030 through 28A.100.038, the report of the temporary com-
mittee on the assessment and accountability of educational outcomes pursu-
ant to section 4, chapter 401, Laws of 1987, and information as may be
available from any field tests of educational outcomes and indicators as may
be established pursuant to RCW 28A.100.017.

(3) The state board of education shall report the study findings and
recommendations to the legislature, the governor, the superintendent of
public instruction, the higher education coordinating board, the state board
for community college education, and the state board for vocational educa-
tion in the office of the governor by December 1, 1990,

(4) This section shall expire December 31, 1990.

PART VI
PILOT PROGRAM FOR PREVENTION OF LEARNING
PROBLEMS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
may select up to five school districts to participate in a pilot program for
prevention of learning problems and academic delays. The program shall
begin with the 1989-90 school year and conclude at the end of the 1990-91
school year.

(2) If at the end of a pilot school year the number of specific learning
disabled students served by a participating school district in handicapped
education programs has decreased as a result of the pilot project, the dis-
trict shall be reimbursed based upon the number of specific learning dis-
abled students served in special education during the school year prior to
commencement of the pilot project. These funds will be used to support the
pilot project for prevention of learning problems and academic delays:
PROVIDED, That school districts participating in the pilot prevention pro-
gram established under this section who have ongoing pilot projects previ-
ously approved by the superintendent of public instruction shall utilize the
school year prior to initiation of such pilot project as the base for the reim-
bursement calculation under this subsection when the number of specific
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learning disabled students identified has decreased as a result of participa-
tion in the pilot program established under this section.

(3) School districts applying to participate in the pilot program estab-
lished under this section shall submit to the superintendent of public in-
struction a proposed program budget for the 1989-90 school year and a
preliminary budget plan for the 1990-91 school year. These proposed
budgets or budget plans shall outline the resources to be used by the district
in the identification and early prevention of learning problems. Districts se-
lected to participate shall submit an updated budget proposal to the super-
intendent of public instruction prior to the 1990-91 school year.

(4) Applications submitted by school districts shall also include:

(a) Assurances that the school district will not deny access to special
education programs for handicapped students entitled to services under
chapter 28A.13 RCW;

(b) A description of methods to be used by the district to identify stu-
dents for additional instruction or other services provided under the pilot
project;

(c) A description of the types of instructional programs or services to
be used in prevention of learning problems;

(d) A plan for evaluating the efTectiveness of the district's project at
the end of the 1990-91 school year, using student test scores and other in-
dicators of academic progress and, as appropriate, vocational progress, as
determined by the district; and

(e) Other information as may be required by the superintendent of
public instruction.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "state allocation for handicapped
students” includes state handicapped education moneys allocated for stu-
dents served in special education programs provided under chapter 28A.13
RCW and basic education allocations generated by such students under the
state funding formula adopted pursuant to RCW 28A.41.140.

(6) This section shall expire December 31, 1991.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. (1) Prior to December 1, 1991, the super-
intendent of public instruction shall submit a report on the pilot program
established under section 13 of this act to the legislature and the governor.
The report shall include an analysis of the effectiveness of the program and
recommendations on whether the program should be continued or expanded
to other districts.

(2) This section shall expire December 31, 1991.

*PART VI
OUTCOMES-BASED LEARNING ASSISTANCE EDUCATION REC-
OGNITION AWARD PROGRAM
NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. (1) The superintendent of public instruction
shall develop and implement by December 1, 1991, an outcomes-based
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learning assistance education recognition program to recognize schools, or
school districts, or both, for the development and use of outcomes-based
learning assistance education programs which have resulted in significant and
continuous improvement in students' basic and work skills performance.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop separate
awards under the recognition program for each basic skills and work skills
category as defined under RCW 28A.58.754, including an award for out-
comes-based health and physical education learning assistance education
programs. The superintendent shall also develop an award for interdiscipli-
nary outcomes-based learning assistance education programs and an award
for outcomes-based positive discipline learning assistance education
programs.

The superintendent may develop a separate award for other desired out-
comes identified by school districts and communities pursuant to local stu-
dent learning objectives required under RCW 28A.58.090 and self-study
processes required under RCW 28A,58.085.

(3) In developing the recognition program, the superintendent shall con-
sult with school districts and take into consideration:

(a) Relevant information from projects under the schools for the twenty-
first century program pursuant to RCW 28A.100.030 through 28A.100.038;

(b) The report of the temporary committee on the assessment and ac-
countability of educational outcomes pursuant to section 4, chapter 401,
Laws of 1987;

(c) Information as might become available from any field tests of educa-
tional outcomes and indicators as may be established pursuant to RCW
28A.100.017

(d) The results of the core competencies study pursuant to section 12 of
this act; and

(e) Information from the model curriculum programs or curriculum
guidelines developed pursuant to RCW 28A.03.425.

(4) The superintendent of public instruction is encouraged to link the
outcomes-based learning assistance education recognition program with stu-
dent learning objectives required under RCW 28A.58.090 and school and
school district progress under the self-study requirements pursuant to RCW
28A.58.085.

(5) The superintendent of public instruction is encouraged to review the
relationship between poverty and student performance and, as appropriate,
incorporate such relationship as an element in proposed criteria or guidelines
for selecting schools or districts for awards under the outcomes-based learn-
ing assistance education recognition program.

*Sec. 15 was vetoed, see message at end of chapter.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. A new section is added to Title 284 RCW
to read as follows:
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(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop by September
1, 1990, a model curriculum or curriculum guidelines for an outcomes-based
health and physical education learning assistance education program. The
purpose of the model curriculum or curriculum guidelines is to assist school
districts in coordinating the current health and physical education require-
ments under Title 284 RCW and to assist school districts in the appropriate
offering of those requirements to students enrolled in kindergarten through
grade twelve, The model curriculum or curriculum guidelines shall be avail-
able for use at district's discretion.

(2) Every school district board of directors shall consider adopting an
outcomes-based health and physical education program by September 1,
1991.

(3) School districts may adopt or modify the model curriculum or cur-
riculum guidelines developed pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, devel-
op a curriculum locally, or adopt or modify any other existing curriculum:
PROVIDED, That no provision of this subsection or subsections (1) and (2)
of this section shall be construed to authorize the development of school-
based health clinics.

(4) For the purposes of this section the term "outcomes-based” means
the establishment of skills and/or knowledge the district determines students
should learn from the curriculum developed for their local outcomes-based
health and physical education program,

*Sec. 16 was vetoed, see message at end of chapter.,

PART VI
MISCELLANEOUS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 17. The superintendent of public instruction
shall adopt rules as necessary under chapter 34.05 RCW to carry out the
provisions of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The sum of thirty thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated from the general fund
for the biennium ending June 30, 1991, to the superintendent of public in-
struction to carry out the purpose of section 15 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. Subchapter headings used in this act do not
constitute any part of the law.

Passed the House April 20, 1989.

Passed the Senate April 14, 1989.

Approved by the Governor May 4, 1989, with the exception of sections
4, 15 and 16, which are vetoed.

Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 4, 1989.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"1 am returning herewith, without my approval as to scctions 4, 15, and 16, En-
grossed Substitute Housc Bill No. 1444 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to students at risk."
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I requested this bill as a part of my effort to restructure our public education

- system and improve student performance. Most of the bill will improve the ability of

the office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction and local school districts to re-
spand to the diverse needs of students at risk of dropping out of high school.

Under the learning assistance program, as student's test scores improve, school
districts receive less funds. Section 4 of the bill attempts to eliminate this disincen-
tive. Unfortunately, a technical drafting error creates both confusion and potentially
higher program costs.

Section 6 provides a broad prohibition on the use of tobacco products on public
school property. | strongly support the goal of reducing the number of children who
become addicted to cigarcties and other tobacco products which cause health prob-
lems. Although there have been some concerns raised about the ban, the provision
docs have an cffective date of September 1, 1991. The delay will allow local districts
to plan for implementation and allow the legislature the opportunity to address any
technical concerns, such as whether it applies to property leased to private parties,
before the effective date. Hence, | have decided not to remove this section.

Section 15 requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to establish an
awards program related to outcomes-based cducation programs. Although | support
the concept of establishing an awards program for outcomes-based education pro-
grams, this section is overly specific and directive. 1 have retained the appropriation
in section 18 to allow the Superintendent of Public Instruction to design an awards
program for the recognition of schools in school districts that have shown significant
and continuous improvement in student basic skills performance as well as other de-
sired outcomes identified by the school district and community.

Section 16 requires the Superintendent of Public Instruction to develop a model
curriculum for an outcomes-based health and physical education learning assistance
cducation program. No funds are provided for this activity in the bill or in the House
or Senate draft budgets.

With the cxception of scctions 4, 15, and 16, Engrossed Substitute House Biil
No. 1444 is approved.”

CHAPTER 234

[Substitute House Bill No. 1254]
IMMUNITY FROM CIVIL LIABILITY—REPORTS OF POSSIBLE WRONGDOING
TO GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

AN ACT Relating to immunity from civil liability; and adding new sections to chapter
424 RCW.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Information provided by citizens concerning
potential wrongdoing is vital to effective law enforcement and the efficient
operation of government. The legislature finds that the threat of a civil ac-
tion for damages can act as a deterrent to citizens who wish to report in-
formation to federal, state, or local agencies. The costs of defending against
such suits can be severely burdensome. The purpose of sections 1 through 4
of this act is to protect individuals who make good-faith reports to appro-
priate governmental bodies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A person who in good faith communicates a
complaint or information to any agency of federal, state, or local govern-
ment regarding any matter reasonably of concern to that agency shall be
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