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CHAPTER 252
[House Bill No. 2859]

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS-FIVE MEMBER BOARDS

AN ACT Relating to counties; amending RCW 36.32.010, 36.32.070, and 36.16.030;
adding new sections to chapter 36.32 RCW; and providing an effective date.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 36.32.010, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.32-

.010 are each amended to read as follows:
There is established in each ((organized)) county in this state a board

of county commissioners((,-to)). Except as provided in sections 2 and 3 of
this act, each board of county commissioners shall consist of three qualified
electors, ((and)) two of ((aiordbod of ,0o111SOn )) whom shall consti-
tute a quorum to do business.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.32
RCW to read as follows:

(1) The board of commissioners of any noncharter county with a pop-
ulation of three hundred thousand or more may cause a ballot proposition to
be submitted at a general election to the voters of the county authorizing
the board of commissioners to be increased to five members.

(2) As an alternative procedure, a ballot proposition shall be submitted
to the voters of a noncharter county authorizing the board of commissioners
to be increased to five members, upon petition of the county voters equal to
at least ten percent of the voters voting at the last county general election.
At least twenty percent of the signatures on the petition shall come from
each of the existing commissioner districts.

Any petition requesting that such an election be held shall be submit-
ted to the county auditor for verification of the signatures thereon. Within
no more than thirty days after the submission of the petition, the auditor
shall determine if the petition contains the requisite number of valid signa-
tures. The auditor shall certify whether or not the petition has been signed
by the requisite number of county voters and forward such petition to the
board of county commissioners. If the petition has been signed by the req-
uisite number of county voters, the board of county commissioners shall
submit such a proposition to the voters for their approval or rejection at the
next general election held at least sixty days after the proposition has been
certified by the auditor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 36.32
RCW to read as follows:

If the ballot proposition receives majority voter approval, the size of
the board of county commissioners shall be increased to five members as
provided in this section.
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The two newly-created positions shall be filled at elections to be held
in the next year. The county shall, as provided in this section, be divided
into five commissioner districts, so that each district shall comprise as near-
ly as possible one-fifth of the population of the county. No two members of
the existing board of county commissioners may, at the time of the desig-
nation of such districts, permanently reside in one of the five districts. The
division of the county into five districts shall be accomplished as follows:

(1) The board of county commissioners shall, by the second Monday of
March of the year following the election, adopt a resolution creating the
districts;

(2) If by the second Tuesday of March of the year following the elec-
tion the board of county commissioners has failed to create the districts, the
prosecuting attorney of the county shall petition the superior court of the
county to appoint a referee to designate the five commissioner districts. The
referee shall designate such districts by no later than June 1st of the year
following the election. The two commissioner districts within which no ex-
isting member of the board of county commissioners permanently resides
shall be designated as districts four and five.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 36.32
RCW to read as follows:

The terms of the persons who are initially elected to positions four and
five under section 3 of this act shall be as follows:

(1) If the year in which the primary and general elections are held is
an even-numbered year, the person elected to position four shall be elected
for a two-year term, and the person elected to position five shall be elected
for a four-year term; or

(2) If the year in which the primary and general elections are held is
an odd-numbered year, the person elected to position four shall be elected
for a one-year term, and the person elected to position five shall be elected
for a three-year term.
The length of the terms shall be calculated from the first day of January in
the year following the election. Each person elected pursuant to subsection
(1) or (2) of this section shall take office immediately upon the issuance of a
certificate of his or her election.

Thereafter, persons elected to commissioner positions four and five
shall be elected for four-year terms and shall take office at the same time
the other members of the board of county commissioners take office.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 36.32
RCW to read as follows:

The commissioners in a five-member board of county commissioners
shall be elected to four-year staggered terms. Each commissioner shall re-
side in a separate commissioner district. Each commissioner shall be nomi-
nated from a separate commissioner district by the voters of that district.
Each shall be elected by the voters of the entire county. Three members of a
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five-member board of commissioners shall constitute a quorum to do
business.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 36.32
RCW to read as follows:

Vacancies on a board of county commissioners consisting of five mem-
bers shall be filled as provided in RCW 36.32.070, except that:

(1) Whenever there are three or more vacancies, the governor shall
appoint one or more commissioners until there are a total of three
commissioners;

(2) Whenever there are two vacancies, the three commissioners shall
fill one of the vacancies; and

(3) Whenever there is one vacancy, the four commissioners shall fill
the single vacancy.

Sec. 7. Section 36.32.070, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.32-
.070 are each amended to read as follows:

Whenever there is a vacancy in the board of county commissioners,
except as provided in section 6 of this act, it shall be filled as follows:

(1) If there are three vacancies, the governor of the state shall appoint
two of the officers. The two commissioners thus appointed shall then meet
and select the third commissioner. If the two appointed commissioners fail
to agree upon selection of the third after the expiration of five days from the
day they were appointed, the governor shall appoint the remaining
commissioner.

(2) Whenever there are two vacancies in the office of county commis-
sioner, the governor shall appoint one commissioner, and the two commis-
sioners then in office shall appoint the third commissioner. If they fail to
agree upon a selection after the expiration of five days from the day of the
governor's appointment, the governor shall appoint the third commissioner.

(3) Whenever there is one vacancy in the office of county commission-
er, the two remaining commissioners shall fill the vacancy. If the two com-
missioners fail to agree upon a selection after the expiration of five days
from the day the vacancy occurred, the governor shall appoint the third
commissioner.

Sec. 8. Section 36.16.030, chapter 4, Laws of 1963 and RCW 36.16-
.030 are each amended to read as follows:

Except as provided elsewhere in this section, in every county there shall
be elected from among the qualified voters of the county a county assessor,
a county auditor, a county clerk, a county coroner, three county commis-
sioners, a county prosecuting attorney, a county sheriff and a county trea-
surer: PROVIDED, That in counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh,
eighth, and ninth classes no coroner shall be elected and the prosecuting at-
torney shall be ex officio coroner: PROVIDED FURTHER, That in ninth
class counties no county auditor or assessor shall be elected and the county
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clerk shall be ex officio county auditor, and the county treasurer shall be ex
officio county assessor. A noncharter county may have five county commis-
sioners as provided in RCW 36.32.010 and sections 2 through 6 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This act shall take effect January 1, 1993.

Passed the House February 13, 1990.
Passed the Senate February 27, 1990.
Approved by the Governor March 28, 1990.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State March 28, 1990.

CHAPTER 253
[Second Substitute Senate Bill No. 6780]

FARMWORKER HOUSING AND INSPECTION STANDARDS
AN ACT Relating to farmworker housing inspection and standards; amending RCW 70-

.54.110; adding new sections to chapter 43.70 RCW; adding new sections to chapter 43.63A
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 36.34 RCW; and making an appropriation.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. i. A new section is added to chapter 43.70

RCW to read as follows:
The legislature finds that the demand for housing for migrant and sea-

sonal farmworkers far exceeds the supply of adequate housing in the state
of Washington. In addition, increasing numbers of these housing units are
in deteriorated condition because they cannot be economically maintained
and repaired.

The legislature further finds that the lack of a clear program for the
regulation and inspection of farmworker housing has impeded the construc-
tion and renovation of housing units in this state.

It is the purpose of this act for the various agencies involved in the
regulation of farmworker housing to coordinate and consolidate their activ-
ities to provide for efficient and effective monitoring of farmworker housing.
It is intended that this action will provide greater responsiveness in dealing
with public concerns over farmworker housing, and allow greater numbers
of housing units to be built.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.70
RCW to read as follows:

(1) The department of health shall be the primary inspector of labor
camps and farmworker housing for the state of Washington: PROVIDED,
That the department of labor and industries shall be the inspector for all
farmworker housing not covered by the authority of the state board of
health.

(2) The department of health, the department of labor and industries,
the department of community development, the state board of health, and
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