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The Path Forward: Central Waterfront

• Old project area addressed 
SR 99; new project area 
considers regional 
transportation network

• Opportunity to improve 
transportation system as a 
whole and benefit all 
modes



4

Guiding Principles
• Improve public safety 

• Provide efficient movement of 
people and goods 

• Maintain or improve downtown 
Seattle, regional, the port and 
state economies 

• Enhance Seattle’s waterfront, 
downtown and adjacent 
neighborhoods as a place for 
people 

• Create solutions that are fiscally 
responsible. 

• Improve the health of the 
environment 
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Improve public safety. Replacing the viaduct is an urgent public safety issue. Any solution to the 
Alaskan Way Viaduct must improve public safety for current viaduct users and along the central 
waterfront.

Provide efficient movement of people and goods. Any solution to the Alaskan Way Viaduct must 
optimize the ability to move people and goods today and in the future in and through Seattle in an 
efficient manner, including access to businesses, port and rail facilities during and after 
construction.

Maintain or improve downtown Seattle, regional, the port and state economies. Any solution to 
the Alaskan Way Viaduct must sustain the city, region, port and state’s economic vitality during 
and after construction.

Enhance Seattle’s waterfront, downtown and adjacent neighborhoods as a place for people. 
Any solution to the Alaskan Way Viaduct must augment Seattle’s reputation as a world-class 
destination. 

Create solutions that are fiscally responsible. Any solution to the Alaskan Way Viaduct must make 
wise and efficient use of taxpayer dollars. The state’s contribution to the project is not to exceed 
$2.8 billion in 2012 dollars.

6.     Improve the health of the environment. Any solution to the Alaskan Way Viaduct must 
demonstrate environmental leadership, with a particular emphasis on supporting local, regional 
and state climate change, water quality and Puget Sound recovery initiatives.

Guiding Principles
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Viaduct Retrofit
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Why is a retrofit no longer being considered?
Guiding Principle 1.  
A long term solution requires a 1,000 year earthquake standard. 
Standards for either a 500 year (the previous standard) or a 1,000 year 
earthquake can only be met with costly and disruptive partial 
reconstruction of existing structure.

Still have narrow lanes, no shoulders, and minimal space for merging.

Guiding Principle 4.

Little or no changes to the waterfront as a place for people. 

Guiding Principle 5. 

Cost of a retrofit approaches 80 percent of the cost of a new structure, 
which is not cost effective.

Guiding Principle 6.

Little or no improvements to the environment.
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Alaskan Way Surface Expressway
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Why is the surface expressway no longer 
being considered? 

Guiding Principle 4. 

Limited possibilities for providing public open space on the 
waterfront. 

Could be a greater barrier for people accessing the waterfront than 
the existing viaduct.

Guiding Principle 6.  

Likely be negative impacts to the environment on the central 
waterfront. 
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Elliott Bay Crossing
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Why is an Elliott Bay crossing no longer 
being considered?

Guiding Principle 3.

Would be likely to disrupt shipping and Port activity.

Guiding Principle 5.

May not be cost effective due to the depth of Elliott Bay and high 
risk associated with type of construction. 

Guiding Principle 6.

Structures in water would create environmental impacts that would 
be difficult to justify to permitting agencies under current law since 
options on land are feasible. 
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#1 - Repair Viaduct Between Columbia and Yesler

• Construction started in October to 
stabilize four footings 

• Work includes:

- Drilling a series of steel rods 
into stable soil

- Placing a reinforcing layer of 
steel and concrete around 
existing footings

Construction: Oct. 2007 - April 2008

Status: Complete
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#2 – Relocate Electrical Lines between South Massachusetts 
and Railroad Way South

• Relocate electrical 
lines to locations 
east of the viaduct

• Majority of work will 
take place on 
private property 
west of First Avenue 
South

Construction: 2008 - 2009

Status: Design completed

Massachusetts 
Substation Railroad Way 

South

Construction 
Staging Areas
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#3 - Upgrade Battery Street Tunnel

• Install new sprinkler pipes, 
fire alarm system, ventilation 
fan controls and lighting

• Reinforce roof beam 
connections and add second 
emergency exit stairwell

• Close short on- and off-
ramps just south of tunnel

• Primarily night and weekend 
closures during construction

Construction: 2009 – 2011

Status: In design
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#4 - Stabilize Viaduct from Lenora to Battery Street Tunnel

• On hold until more is known about 
central waterfront

Construction: TBD

Status: 60 percent design complete
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#5 - Replace Viaduct from South Holgate to South King
• Remove viaduct between 

South Holgate and South 
King streets

• Build new section of SR 99 

• This work will:

- Improve local mobility 
for pedestrians, 
bicyclists, vehicles and 
freight 

- Improve access to 
downtown Seattle

Construction: Fall 2009 - 2012

Status: In design
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Comment on the Environmental Assessment

Comment period: 

June 27 – August 11, 2008

Public Hearings:

• July 10, 2008                                   
4 – 7 p.m.                         
Town Hall, 119 Eighth Ave

• July 15, 2008                                         
5 – 8 p.m.                              
Madison Middle School
3429 45th Ave SW 
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WSDOT, King County and the City of Seattle have agreed upon a list of 
projects to keep people and goods moving during SR 99 construction. 
These projects include:

• I-5 active travel management

• SR 519 freight connections

• S. Spokane St. improvements 

• Increased bus service 

• Real-time traveler information 

• Commuter incentives

Construction: 2009 - 2012

Status: In design

#6 - Transit Enhancements and Other Improvements
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Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawall Replacement Program

Follow our progress: www.alaskanwayviaduct.org


