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Constitution of the United States of America

1. Extending the right to vote to citizens
eighteen years of age or older.
2. Legislation.

The Constitution
of the
United States
of America

Preamble

We the people of the United States, in order to form a
more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic
tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

ARTICLE I

§ 1 LEGISLATIVE POWERS. All legislative pow-
ers herein granted shall be vested in a congress of the
United States, which shall consist of a senate and house
of representatives.

§ 2 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, HOW
CONSTITUTED, POWER OF IMPEACHMENT. The
house of representatives shall be composed of members
chosen every second year by the people of the several
states, and the electors in each state shall have the qual-
ifications requisite for electors of the most numerous
branch of the state legislature.

No person shall be a representative who shall not have
attained to the age of twenty—five years, and been seven
years a citizen of the United States, and who shall not,
when elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which he
shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned
among the several states which may be included within
this union, according to their respective numbers, which
shall be determined by adding to the whole number of
free persons, including those bound to service for a term
of years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three~fifths of
all other person.* The actual enumeration shall be made
within three years after the first meeting of the congress
of the United States, and within every subsequent term
of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct.
The number of representatives shall not exceed one for
every thirty thousand, but each state shall have at least
one representative; and until such enumeration shall be
made, the state of New Hampshire shall be entitled to
choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and
Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York
six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one,
Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South
Carolina five, and Georgia three.
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When vacancies happen in the representation from
any state, the executive authority thereof shall issue
writs of election to fill such vacancies.

The house of representatives shall choose their
speaker and other officers; and shall have the sole power
of impeachment.

*Note: Modified by Amendment XIV, Section 2.

§ 3 THE SENATE, HOW CONSTITUTED, IM-
PEACHMENT TRIALS. The senate of the United
States shall be composed of two senators from each
state, chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years; and
each senator shall have one vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in conse-
quence of the first election, they shall be divided as
equally as may be into three classes. The seats of the
senators of the first class shall be vacated at the expira-
tion of the second year, of the second class at the expi-
ration of the fourth year, and of the third class at the
expiration of the sixth year, so that one—third may be
chosen every second year; and if vacancies happen by
resignation, or otherwise, during the recess of the legis-
lature of any state, the executive thereof may make
temporary appointments until the next meeting of the
legislature, which shall then fill such vacancies.*

No person shall be a senator who shall not have at-
tained to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a
citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when
elected, be an inhabitant of that state for which he shall
be chosen.

The vice president of the United States shall be presi-
dent of the senate, but shall have no vote, unless they be
equally divided.

The senate shall choose their other officers, and also a
president pro tempore, in the absence of the vice presi-
dent, or when he shall exercise the office of president of
the United States.

The senate shall have the sole power to try all im-
peachments. When sitting for that purpose, they shall be
on oath or affirmation. When the president of the
United States is tried the chief justice shall preside: and
no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of
two—-thirds of the members present.

Judgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend
further than to removal from office, and disqualification
to hold and enjoy any office of honor, trust or profit un-
der the United States: but the party convicted shall nev-
ertheless be liable and subject to indictment, trial,
judgment and punishment, according to law.

*Note: Provisions changed by Amendment XVII.

§ 4 ELECTION OF SENATORS AND REPRE-
SENTATIVES. The times, places and manner of holding
elections for senators and representatives, shall be pre-
scribed in each state by the legislature thereof; but the
congress may at any time by law make or alter such
regulations, except as to the places of choosing senators.

The congress shall assemble at least once in every
year, and such meeting shall be on the first Monday in
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December, unless they shall by law appoint a different
day.*

*Note: Provision changed by Amendment XX, Section 2.

§ S QUORUM, JOURNALS, MEETINGS, AD-
JOURNMENTS. Each house shall be the judge of the
elections, returns and qualifications of its own members,
and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do
business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to
day, and may be authorized to compel the attendance of
absent members, in such manner, and under such penal-
ties as each house may provide.

Each house may determine the rules of its proceed-
ings, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and,
with the concurrence of two—thirds, expel a member.

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings,
and from time to time publish the same, excepting such
parts as may in their judgment require secrecy; and the
yeas and nays of the members of either house on any
question shall, at the desire of one—fifth of those present,
be entered on the journal.

Neither house, during the session of congress, shall,
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than
three days, nor to any other place than that in which the
two houses shall be sitting.

§ 6 COMPENSATION, PRIVILEGES, DISABILI-
TIES. The senators and representatives shall receive a
compensation for their services, to be ascertained by law,
and paid out of the treasury of the United States. They
shall in all cases, except treason, felony and breach of
the peace, be privileged from arrest during their atten-
dance at the session of their respective houses, and in
going to and returning from the same; and for any
speech or debate in either house, they shall not be ques-
tioned in any other place.

No senator or representative shall, during the time for
which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office
under the authority of the United States, which shall
have been created, or the emoluments whereof shall have
been increased during such time; and no person holding
any office under the United States, shall be a member of
either house during his continuance in office.

§ 7 PROCEDURE IN PASSING BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS. All bills for raising revenue shall orig-
inate in the house of representatives; but the senate may
propose or concur with amendments as on other bills.

Every bill which shall have passed the house of repre-
sentatives and the senate, shall, before it become a law,
be presented to the president of the United States; if he
approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with
his objections to that house in which it shall have origi-
nated, who shall enter the objections at large on their
journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such re-
consideration two—thirds of that house shall agree to
pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objec-
tions, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be
reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of that
house, it shall become a law. But in all such cases the
votes of both houses shall be determined by yeas and
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nays, and the names of the persons voting for and
against the bill shall be entered on the journal of each
house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by
the president within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it
shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a
law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the
congress by their adjournment prevent its return, in
which case it shall not be a law.

Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concur-
rence of the senate and house of representatives may be
necessary (except on a question of adjournment) shall be
presented to the president of the United States; and be-
fore the same shall take effect, shall be approved by
him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by
two—thirds of the senate and house of representatives,
according to the rules and limitations prescribed in the
case of a bill.

§ 8 POWERS OF CONGRESS. The congress shall
have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common
defense and general welfare of the United States; but all
duties, imposts and excises shall be uniform throughout
the United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and
among the several states, and with the Indian tribes;

To establish an uniform rule of naturalization, and
uniform laws on the subject of bankruptcies throughout
the United States;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of for-
eign coin, and fix the standard of weights and measures;

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the
securities and current coin of the United States;

To establish post offices and post roads;

To promote the progress of science and useful arts, by
securing for limited times to authors and inventors the
exclusive right to their respective writings and
discoveries;

To constitute tribunals inferior to the supreme court;

To define and punish piracies and felonies committed
on the high seas, and offences against the law of nations;

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprisal,
and make rules concerning captures on land and water;

To raise and support armies, but no appropriation of
money to that use shall be for a longer term than two
years;

To provide and maintain a navy;

To make rules for the government and regulation of
the land and naval forces;

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the
laws of the union, suppress insurrections and repel
invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining,
the militia, and for governing such part of them as may
be employed in the service of the United States, reserv-
ing to the states respectively, the appointment of the of-
ficers, and the authority of training the militia according
to the discipline prescribed by congress;

To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatso-
ever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles square)
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as may, by cession of particular states, and the accept-
ance of congress, become the seat of the government of
the United States, and to exercise like authority over all
places purchased by the consent of the legislature of the
state in which the same shall be, for the erection of forts,
magazines, arsenals, dock yards, and other needful
buildings; and

To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all
other powers vested by this Constitution in the govern-
ment of the United States, or in any department or offi-
cer thereof.

§ 9 LIMITATIONS UPON POWERS OF CON-
GRESS. The migration or importation of such persons as
any of the states now existing shall think proper to ad-
mit, shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the
year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or
duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding
ten dollars for each person.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be
suspended, unless when in cases of rebellion or invasion
the public safety may require it.

No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be
passed.

“"No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless
in proportion to the census or enumeration hereinbefore
directed to be taken.

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from
any state.
~ No preference shall be given by any regulation of

commerce or revenue to the ports of one state over those
of another nor shall vessels bound to, or from, one state,
be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.

No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in
consequence of appropriations made by law; and a regu-
lar statement and account of the receipts and expendi-
tures of all public money shall be published from time to
time.

No title of nobility shall be granted by the United
States: And no person holding any office of profit or
trust under them, shall, without the consent of the con-
gress, accept of any present, emolument, office, or title,
of any kind whatever, from any king, prince, or foreign
state.

§ 10 RESTRICTIONS UPON POWERS OF
STATES. No state shall enter into any treaty, alliance,
or confederation; grant letters of marque and reprisal;
coin money; emit bills of credit; make any thing but gold
and silver coin a tender in payment of debts; pass any
bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impairing the
obligation of contracts, or grant any title of nobility.

No state shall, without the consent of the congress,
lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports, except
what may be absolutely necessary for executing its in-
spection laws: and the net produce of all duties and im-
posts, laid by any state on imports or exports, shall be
for the use of the treasury of the United States; and all
such laws shall be subject to the revision and control of
the congress.

[Vol. 0 RCW—p 4]
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No state shall, without the consent of congress, lay
any duty of tonnage, keep troops, or ships of war in time
of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with an-
other state, or with a foreign power, or engage in war,
unless actually invaded, or in such imminent danger as
will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II

§ 1 EXECUTIVE POWER, ELECTION, QUALI-
FICATIONS OF THE PRESIDENT. The executive
power shall be vested in a president of the United States
of America. He shall hold his office during the term of
four years, and, together with the vice president, chosen
for the same term, be elected, as follows

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the legis-
lature thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to
the whole number of senators and representatives to
which the state may be entitled in the congress: but no
senator or representative, or person holding an office of
trust or profit under the United States, shall be ap-
pointed an elector.

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and
vote by ballot for two persons, of whom one at least shall
not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves.
And they shall make a list of all the persons voted for,
and of the number of votes for each; which list they shall
sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the
government of the United States, directed to the presi-
dent of the senate. The president of the senate shall, in
the presence of the senate and house of representatives,
open all the certificates, and the votes shall then be
counted. The person having the greatest number of votes
shall be the president, if such number be a majority of
the whole number of electors appointed; and if there be
more than one who have such majority, and have an
equal number of votes, then the house of representatives
shall immediately choose by ballot one of them for pres-
ident; and if no person have a majority, then from the
five highest on the list the said house shall in like man-
ner choose the president. But in choosing the president,
the votes shall be taken by states, the representation
from each state having one vote; a quorum for this pur-
pose shall consist of a member or members from two—
thirds of the states, and a majority of all the states shall
be necessary to a choice. In every case, after the choice
of the president, the person having the greatest number
of votes of the electors shall be the vice president. But if
there should remain two or more who have equal votes,
the senate shall choose from them by ballot the vice
president.*

The congress may determine the time of choosing the
electors, and the day on which they shall give their votes;
which day shall be the same throughout the United
States.

No person except a natural born citizen, or a citizen
of the United States, at the time of the adoption of this
Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of president;
neither shall any person be eligible to that office who
shall not have attained to the age of thirty—five years,
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and been fourteen years a resident within the United
States.

In case of the removal of the president from office, or
of his death, resignation, or inability to discharge the
powers and duties of the said office, the same shall de-
volve on the vice president, and the congress may by law
provide for the case of removal, death, resignation or in-
ability, both of the president and vice president, declar-
ing what officer shall then act as president, and such
officer shall act accordingly, until the disability be re-
moved, or a president shall be elected.

The president shall, at stated times, receive for his
services, a compensation, which shall neither be in-
creased nor diminished during the period for which he
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within
that period any other emolument from the United
States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he shall
take the following oath or affirmation: "I do solemnly
swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office
of president of the United States, and will to the best of
my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution
of the United States."

*Note: Provisions superseded by Amendment XI11.

§ 2 POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT. The presi-
dent shall be commander in chief of the army and navy
of the United States, and of the militia of the several
states, when called into the actual service of the United
States; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the
principal officer in each of the executive departments,
upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective
offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves and
pardons for offences against the United States, except in
cases of impeachment.

He shall have power, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the senate, to make treaties, provided two—thirds
of the senators present concur; and he shall nominate,
and by and with the advice and consent of the senate,
shall appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and
consuls, judges of the supreme court, and all other offi-
cers of the United States, whose appointments are not
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be estab-
lished by law: but the congress may by law vest the ap-
pointment of such inferior officers, as they think proper
in the president alone, in the courts of law, or in the
heads of departments.

The president shall have power to fill up all vacancies
that may happen during the recess of the senate, by
granting commissions which shall expire at the end of
their next session.

§ 3 POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE PRESI-
DENT. He shall from time to time give to the congress
information of the state of the union, and recommend to
their consideration such measures as he shall judge nec-
essary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occa-
sions, convene both houses, or either of them, and in
case of disagreement between them, with respect to the
time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time
as he shall think proper; he shall receive ambassadors
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and other public ministers; he shall take care that the
laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the
officers of the United States.

§ 4 IMPEACHMENT. The president, vice president
and all civil officers of the United States, shall be re-
moved from office on impeachment for, and conviction
of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and
misdemeanors.

ARTICLE III

§ 1 JUDICIAL POWER, TENURE OF OFFICE.
The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested
in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts as the
congress may from time to time ordain and establish.
The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts,
shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall,
at stated times, receive for their services, a compensa-
tion, which shall not be diminished during their continu-
ance in office.

§ 2 JURISDICTION. The judicial power shall ex-
tend to all cases, in law and equity, arising under this
Constitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties
made, or which shall be made, under their authority; to
all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers
and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime ju-
risdiction; to controversies to which the United States
shall be a party; to controversies between two or more
states; between a state and citizens of another state; be-
tween citizens of different states, between citizens of the
same state claiming lands under grants of different
states, and between a state, or the citizens thereof, and
foreign states, citizens or subjects.*

In all cases affecting ambassadors, other public min-
isters and consuls, and those in which a state shall be
party, the supreme court shall have original jurisdiction.
In all the other cases before mentioned, the supreme
court shall have appellate jurisdiction, both as to law
and fact, with such exceptions, and under such regula-
tions as the congress shall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cases of impeach-
ment, shall be by jury; and such trial shall be held in the
state where the said crimes shall have been committed;
but when not committed within any state, the trial shall
be at such place or places as the congress may by law
have directed.

*Note: Clause changed by Amendment XI.

§ 3 TREASON, PROOF AND PUNISHMENT.
Treason against the United States, shall consist only in
levying war against them, or in adhering to their ene-
mies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be
convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two wit-
nesses to the same overt act, or on confession in open
court.

The congress shall have power to declare the punish-
ment of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work
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corruption of blood, or forfeiture except during the life
of the person attainted.

ARTICLE IV

§ 1 FAITH AND CREDIT AMONG STATES. Full
faith and credit shall be given in each state to the public
acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other
state. And the congress may by general laws prescribe
the manner in which such acts, records and proceedings
shall be proved, and the effect thereof.

§ 2 PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES, FUGI-
TIVES. The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several
states.

A person charged in any state with treason, felony, or
other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in
another state, shall on demand of the executive authority
of the state from which he fled, be delivered up, to be
removed to the state having jurisdiction of the crime.

No person held to service or labor in one state, under
the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in conse-
quence of any law or regulation therein, be discharged
from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on

-claim of the party to whom such service or labor may be

I

due.

§ 3 ADMISSION OF NEW STATES. New states
may be admitted by the congress into this union; but no
new state shall be formed or erected within the jurisdic-
tion of any other state; nor any state be formed by the
junction of two or more states, or parts of states, without
the consent of the legislatures of the states concerned as
well as of the congress.

The congress shall have power to dispose of and make
all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory
or other property belonging to the United States; and
nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to
prejudice any claims of the United States, or of any
particular state.

§ 4 GUARANTEE OF REPUBLICAN GOVERN-
MENT. The United States shall guarantee to every state
in this union a republican form of government, and shall
protect each of them against invasion; and on application
of the legislature, or of the executive (when the legisla-
ture cannot be convened) against domestic violence.

ARTICLE V

AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. The
congress, whenever two—thirds of both houses shall deem
it necessary, shall propose amendments to this Constitu-
tion, or, on the application of the legislatures of two-
thirds of the several states, shall call a convention for
proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be
valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this Consti-
tution, when ratified by the legislatures of three—fourths
of the several states, or by conventions in three—fourths
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thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may
be proposed by the congress; provided that no amend-
ment which may be made prior to the year one thousand
eight hundred and eight shall in any manner affect the
first and fourth clauses in the ninth section of the first
article; and that no state, without its consent, shall be
deprived of its equal suffrage in the senate.

ARTICLE VI

DEBTS, SUPREMACY, OATH. All debts contracted
and engagements entered into, before the adoption of
this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United
States under this Constitution, as under the
confederation.

This Constitution, and the laws of the United States
which shall be made in pursuance thereof; and all trea-
ties made, or which shall be made, under the authority
of the United States, shall be the supreme law of the
land; and the judges in every state shall be bound
thereby, any thing in the Constitution or laws of any
state to the contrary notwithstanding.

The senators and representatives before mentioned,
and the members of the several state legislatures, and all
executive and judicial officers, both of the United States
and of the several states, shall be bound by oath or af-
firmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious
test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office
or public trust under the United States.

ARTICLE VII

RATIFICATION AND ESTABLISHMENT. The rat-
ification of the conventions of nine states, shall be suffi-
cient for the establishment of this Constitution between
the states so ratifying the same.

Done in convention by the unanimous consent of the
states present the seventeenth day of September in the
year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
eighty—seven and of the independence of the United
States of America the twelfth.* In witness whereof we
have hereunto subscribed our names,

GEO. WASHINGTON, President
and Deputy from Virginia.
Delaware

Geo. Read
Gunning Bedford, Jr.

New Hampshire
John Langdon
Nicholas Gilman

Massachusetts John Dickinson
Nathaniel Gorham Richard Bassett
Rufus King Jaco. Broom
Connecticut Maryland

Wm. Saml. Johnson
Roger Sherman

James McHenry
Dan of St. Thos. Jenifer

New York Danl. Carroll
Alexander Hamilton Virginia
New Jersey John Blair
Wil. Livingston James Madison, Jr.

North Carolina
Wm. Blount
Richd. Dobbs Spaight

David Brearley
Wm. Paterson
Jona. Dayton

Pennsylvania Hu. Williamson
B. Franklin South Carolina
Thomas Mifflin J. Rutledge
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Robt. Morris
Geo. Clymer
Thos. FitzSimons

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Charles Pinckney
Pierce Butler

Jared Ingersoll Georgia
James Wilson William Few
Gouv. Morris Abr. Baldwin

*Note: The Constitution was submitted on September 17, 1787, by
the Constitutional Convention, was ratified by the conventions of sev-
eral states at various dates up to May 29, 1790, and became effective
on March 4, 1789.

Amendments
to the
Constitution
of the
United States

1791-1971

AMENDMENT I

FREEDOM OF RELIGION, OF SPEECH, AND OF
THE PRESS. Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof;; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the government for a redress of
grievances.

AMENDMENT II

RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS. A well regu-
lated militia being necessary to the security of a free
state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms,
shall not be infringed.

AMENDMENT III

QUARTERING OF SOLDIERS. No soldier shall, in
time of peace be quartered in any house, without the
consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a man-
ner to be prescribed by law.

AMENDMENT IV

SECURITY FROM UNWARRANTABLE SEARCH
AND SEIZURE. The right of the people to be secure in
their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unrea-
sonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and
no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, sup-
ported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describ-
ing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to
be seized.

AMENDMENT V

RIGHTS OF ACCUSED IN CRIMINAL PROCEED-
INGS. No person shall be held to answer for a capital,
or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
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AMENDMENT XI

indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the
land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual
service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any
person be subject for the same offense to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall be compelled in any
criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be de-
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use,
without just compensation.

AMENDMENT VI

RIGHT TO SPEEDY TRIAL, WITNESSES, ETC. In
all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the
right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of
the state and district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which district shall have been previously as-
certained by law, and to be informed of the nature and
cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the wit-
nesses against him; to have compulsory process for ob-
taining witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance
of counsel for his defense.

AMENDMENT VII

TRIAL BY JURY IN CIVIL CASES. In suits at
common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be pre-
served, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise
reexamined in any court of the United States, than ac-
cording to the rules of the common law.

AMENDMENT VIII

BAILS, FINES, PUNISHMENTS. Excessive bail
shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

AMENDMENT IX

RESERVATION OF RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE.
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights,
shall not be construed to deny or disparage others re-
tained by the people.

AMENDMENT X

POWERS RESERVED TO STATES OR PEOPLE.
The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are re-
served to the states respectively, or to the people.*

*Note: The first ten amendments were all proposed by congress on

September 25, 1789, and were ratified and adoption certified on
December 15, 1791.

AMENDMENT XI

RESTRICTION OF JUDICIAL POWERS. The judi-
cial power of the United States shall not be construed to
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or pros-
ecuted against one of the United States by citizens of
another state, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign
state.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on March 4, 1794, and declared rati-
fied on January 8, 1798.
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AMENDMENT XII

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI-
DENT. The electors shall meet in their respective states,
and vote by ballot for president and vice president, one
of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same
state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots
the person voted for as president, and in distinct ballots
the person voted for as vice president, and they shall
make distinct lists of all persons voted for as president,
and of all persons voted for as vice president, and of the
number of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and
certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the govern-
ment of the United States, directed to the president of
the senate; the president of the senate shall, in the pres-
ence of the senate and house of representatives, open all
the certificates and the votes shall then be counted; the
person having the greatest number of votes for president,
shall be the president, if such number be a majority of
the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person
have such majority, then from the persons having the
highest numbers not exceeding three on the list of those
voted for as president, the house of representatives shall
choose immediately, by ballot, the president. But in
choosing the president, the votes shall be taken by states,
the representation from each state having one vote; a
quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or
members from two-thirds of the states, and a majority
of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the
house of representatives shall not choose a president
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them,
before the fourth day of March next following, then the
vice president shall act as president, as in the case of the
death or other constitutional disability of the president.
The person having the greatest number of votes as vice
president, shall be the vice president, if such number be
a majority of the whole number of electors appointed,
and if no person have a majority, then from the two
highest numbers on the list, the senate shall choose the
vice president; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of
two—thirds of the whole number of senators, and a ma-
jority of the whole number shall be necessary to a
choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the
office of president shall be eligible to that of vice presi-
dent of the United States.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on December 9, 1803; declared ratified
on September 25, 1804; supplemented by Amendment XX.

AMENDMENT XIII

§ 1 ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. Neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for
crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted,
shall exist within the United States, or any place subject
to their jurisdiction.

§ 2 POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on January 31, 1865; declared ratified
on December 18, 1865.
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AMENDMENT XIV

§ 1 CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS NOT TO BE
ABRIDGED BY STATES. All persons born or natural-
ized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state
wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any
law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of
citizens of the United States; nor shall any state deprive
any person of life, liberty, or property, without due pro-
cess of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction
the equal protection of the laws.

§ 2 APPORTIONMENT OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES IN CONGRESS. Representatives shall be appor-
tioned among the several states according to their
respective numbers, counting the whole number of per-
sons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But
when the right to vote at any election for the choice of
electors for president and vice president of the United
States, representatives in congress, the executive and ju-
dicial officers of a state, or the members of the legisla-
ture thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of
such state, being twenty—one years of age, and citizens
of the United States, or in any way abridges, except for
participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of
representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion
which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the
whole number of male citizens twenty—one years of age
in such state.

§ 3 PERSONS DISQUALIFIED FROM HOLD-
ING OFFICE. No person shall be a senator or represen-
tative in congress, or elector of president and vice
president, or hold any office, civil or military, under the
United States, or under any state, who, having previ-
ously taken an oath, as a member of congress, or as an
officer of the United States, or as a member of any state
legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any
state, to support the Constitution of the United States,
shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against
the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof.
But congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each house,
remove such disability.

§ 4 WHAT PUBLIC DEBTS ARE VALID. The
validity of the public debt of the United States, author-
ized by law, including debts incurred for payment of
pensions and bounties for services in suppressing insur-
rection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither
the United States nor any state shall assume or pay any
debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or re-
bellion against the United States, or any claim for the
loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, ob-
ligations and claims shall be held illegal and void.

§ 5 POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE. The
congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate
legislation, the provisions of this article.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on June 13, 1866; declared ratified on
July 28, 1868.
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AMENDMENT XV

§ 1 NEGRO SUFFRAGE. The right of citizens of
the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any state on account of race,
color, or previous condition of servitude.

§ 2 POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE. The
congress shall have power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on February 26, 1869; declared ratified
on March 30, 1870.

AMENDMENT XVI

AUTHORIZING INCOME TAXES. The congress
shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes,
from whatever source derived, without apportionment
among the several states, and without regard to any
census or enumeration.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on July 12, 1909; declared ratified on
February 25, 1913.

AMENDMENT XVII

POPULAR ELECTION OF SENATORS. The senate
of the United States shall be composed of two senators
from each state, elected by the people thereof, for six
years; and each senator shall have one vote. The electors
in each state shall have the qualifications requisite for
electors of the most numerous branch of the state
legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of any
state in the senate, the executive authority of such state
shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Pro-
vided, That the legislature of any state may empower
the executive thereof to make temporary appointments
until the people fill the vacancies by election as the leg-
islature may direct.

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect
the election or term of any senator chosen before it be-
comes valid as part of the Constitution.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on May 13, 1912; declared ratified on
May 31, 1913.

AMENDMENT XVIII

§ 1 NATIONAL LIQUOR PROHIBITION. After
one year from the ratification of this article the manu-
facture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors
within, the importation thereof into, or the exportation
thereof from the United States and all territory subject
to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is
hereby prohibited.

§ 2 POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE. The
congress and the several states shall have concurrent
power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

§ 3 RATIFICATION WITHIN SEVEN YEARS.
This article shall be inoperative until it shall have been
ratified as an amendment to the Constitution by the leg-
islatures of the several states, as provided in the Consti-
tution, within seven years from the date of the
submission hereof to the states by the congress.*
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AMENDMENT XX

*Note: Proposed by congress on December 18, 1917; declared rati-
fied on January 29, 1919. Repealed by Amendment XXI.

AMENDMENT XIX

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. The right of citizens of the
United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any state on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on June 4, 1919; declared ratified on
August 26, 1920.

AMENDMENT XX

§ 1 TERMS OF OFFICE. The terms of the presi-
dent and vice president shall end at noon on the 20th
day of January, and the terms of senators and represen-
tatives at noon on the 3rd day of January, of the years in
which such terms would have ended if this article had
not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall
then begin.

§ 2 TIME OF CONVENING CONGRESS. The
congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and
such meeting shall begin at noon on the 3rd day of Jan-
uary, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

§ 3 DEATH OF PRESIDENT ELECT. If, at the
time fixed for the beginning of the term of the president,
the president elect shall have died, the vice president
elect shall become president. If a president shall not
have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning
of his term, or if the president elect shall have failed to
qualify, then the vice president elect shall act as presi-
dent until a president shall have qualified; and the con-
gress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a
president elect nor a vice president elect shall have qual-
ified, declaring who shall then act as president, or the
manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and
such person shall act accordingly until a president or
vice president shall have qualified.

§ 4 ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT. The con-
gress may by law provide for the case of the death of
any of the persons from whom the house of representa-
tives may choose a president whenever the right of
choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case
of the death of any of the persons from whom the senate
may choose a vice president whenever the right of choice
shall have devolved upon them.

§ 5 Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th
day of October following the ratification of this article.

§ 6 This article shall be inoperative unless it shall
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution
by the legislatures of three—fourths of the several states
within seven years from the date of its submission.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on March 2, 1932; declared ratified on
February 6, 1933.
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AMENDMENT XXI

§ 1 NATIONAL LIQUOR PROHIBITION RE-
PEALED. The eighteenth article of amendment to the
Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

§ 2 TRANSPORTATION OF LIQUOR INTO
"DRY" STATES. The transportation or importation into
any states, territory, or possession of the United States
for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in vio-
lation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

§ 3 This article shall be inoperative unless it shall
have been ratified as an amendment to the Constitution
by conventions in the several states, as provided in the
Constitution, within seven years from the date of the
submission hereof to the states by the congress.*

*Note: Proposed by congress on February 20, 1933; declared ratified
on December 5, 1933.

AMENDMENT XXII

§ 1 TERMS OF OFFICE OF PRESIDENT. No
person shall be elected to the office of the president more
than twice, and no person who held the office of presi-
dent, or acted as president, for more than two years of a
term to which some other person was elected president,
shall be elected to the office of president more than once.
But this -article shall not apply to any person holding the
office of president when this article was proposed by the
congress, and shall not prevent any person who may be
holding the office of president, or acting as president,
during the term within which this article becomes oper-
ative from holding the office of president or acting as
president during the remainder of such term.

§ 2 WHEN OPERATIVE. This article shall be in-
operative unless it shall have been ratified as an amend-
ment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-
fourths of the several states within seven years from the
date of its submission to the states by the congress.*

*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 22nd Amendment, dated

March 1, 1951, was published in the Federal Register of March 3,
1951.

AMENDMENT XXIII

§ 1 GRANTING REPRESENTATION IN THE
ELECTORAL COLLEGE TO THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA. The District constituting the seat of Gov-
ernment of the United States shall appoint in such man-
ner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President
equal to the whole number of Senators and Representa-
tives in Congress to which the District would be entitled
if it were a State, but in no event more than the least
populous State; they shall be in addition to those ap-
pointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for
the purposes of the election of President and Vice Presi-
dent, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall
meet in the District and perform such duties as provided
by the twelfth article of amendment.

§ 2 LEGISLATION. The Congress shall have power
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.*
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*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 23rd Amendment, dated
April 3, 1961, is published in Vol. 26 Federal Register, page 2808.

AMENDMENT XXIV

§ 1 FAILURE TO PAY TAX SHALL NOT DENY
RIGHT TO VOTE FOR FEDERAL OFFICES. The
right of citizens of the United States to vote in any pri-
mary or other election for President or Vice President,
for electors for President or Vice President, or for Sena-
tor or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or any State by reason of
failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

§ 2 LEGISLATION. The Congress shall have power
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.*

*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 24th Amendment dated
February 4, 1964, is published in Vol. 29 Federal Register, page 1715.

AMENDMENT XXV

§ 1 SUCCESSION TO THE PRESIDENCY. In
case of the removal of the President from office or of his
death or resignation, the Vice President shall become
President.

§ 2 SUCCESSION TO THE VICE PRESIDENCY.
Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the. Vice
President, the President shall nominate a Vice President
who shall take office upon confirmation by a majority
vote of both Houses of Congress.

§ 3 PRESIDENT'S DECLARATION OF INABIL-
ITY TO DISCHARGE POWERS AND DUTIES OF
OFFICE. Whenever the President transmits to the Pres-
ident pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives his written declaration that he
is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office,
and until he transmits to them a written declaration to
the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged
by the Vice President as Acting President.

§ 4 DETERMINATION THAT PRESIDENT IS
UNABLE TO DISCHARGE THE POWERS AND DU-
TIES OF OFFICE. Whenever the Vice President and a
majority of either the principal officers of the executive
departments or of such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives
their written declaration that the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice
President shall immediately assume the powers and du-
ties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatives his written declaration that no
inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of
his office unless the Vice President and a majority of ei-
ther the principal officers of the executive department or
of such other body as Congress may by law provide,
transmit within four days to the President pro tempore
of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives their written declaration that the President is
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.
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Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, assembling
within forty—eight hours for that purpose if not in ses-
sion. If the Congress, within twenty—one days after re-
ceipt of the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is
not in session, within twenty—one days after Congress is
required to assemble, determines by two—thirds vote of
both Houses that the President is unable to discharge
the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President
shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President;
otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and
duties of his office.*

*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 25th Amendment dated
February 23, 1967 is published in Vol. 32 Federal Register, page 3287.

AMENDMENT XXVI

§ 1 EXTENDING THE RIGHT TO VOTE TO
CITIZENS EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER.
The right of citizens of the United States, who are
eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on ac-
count of age.

§ 2 LEGISLATION. The Congress shall have power
to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.*

*Note: The certificate of adoption of the 26th Amendment dated
July 5, 1971 is published in Vol. 36, No. 130, Federal Register, page
12726.
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ORGANIC ACT

Reviser's note: The original organic act to establish the territorial
government of Washington is set forth herein. Note however that the
organic act was completely revised in the 1873 United States Revised
Statutes which was enacted by Congress in 1874. The 1873 United
States Revised Statutes contained a construction section (Title 74, sec-
tion 5596) which has been construed by the United States Supreme
Court (Dwight v. Merrit, 140 U.S. 213, 11 S.Ct. 768, 35 L.Ed. 45) as
abrogating or repealing all prior statutes on the same subject as those
revised. As the twenty-one sections of the original organic act were
rewritten and combined with the organic acts of other territories the
disposition of the original sections into the 1873 United States Revised
Statutes cannot be traced with absolute accuracy. A schedule of the
disposition of the original organic act sections based on the audit con-
tained in the United States Revised Statutes of 1878, is published
herein following section 21 of the organic act.

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH THE TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT OF
WASHINGTON.

(Approved March 2, 1853.) [10 U.S. Statutes at Large, c 90 p 172.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the United States of America in Congress as-
sembled, That from and after the passage of this act, all
that portion of Oregon Territory lying and being south
of the forty—ninth degree of north latitude, and north of
the middle of the main channel of the Columbia River,
from its mouth to where the forty—sixth degree of north
latitude crosses said river, near Fort Wallawalla, thence
with said forty—sixth degree of latitude to the summit of
the Rocky Mountains, be organized into and constitute a
temporary government by the name of the Territory of
Washington: Provided, That nothing in this act con-
tained shall be construed to affect the authority of the
government of the United States to make any regulation
respecting the Indians of said Territory, their lands,
property, or other rights, by treaty, law, or otherwise,
which it would have been competent to the government
to make if this act had never been passed: Provided fur-
ther, That the title to the land, not exceeding six hun-
dred and forty acres, now occupied as missionary
stations among the Indian tribes in said Territory, or
that may have been so occupied as missionary stations
prior to the passage of the act establishing the Territo-
rial government of Oregon, together with the improve-
ments thereon, be, and is hereby, confirmed and
established to the several religious societies to which said
missionary stations respectively belong.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the executive
power and authority in and over said Territory of
Washington shall be vested in a governor, who shall hold
his office for four years, and until his successor shall be
appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the
President of the United States. The governor shall reside
in said Territory, shall be the commander—in—chief of
the militia thereof, shall perform the duties and receive
the emoluments of Superintendent of Indian Affairs; he
may grant pardons and remit fines and forfeitures for
offenses against the laws of said Territory, and respites
for offenses against the laws of the United States until
the decision of the President can be made known
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thereon; he shall commission all officers who shall be
appointed to office under the laws of the said Territory,
where, by law, such commissions shall be required, and
shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.

SEcC. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be
a Secretary of said Territory, who shall reside therein,
and hold his office for four years, unless sooner removed
by the President of the United States; he shall record
and preserve all the laws and proceedings of the Legis-
lative Assembly hereinafter constituted, and all the acts
and proceedings of the Governor in his Executive de-
partment; he shall transmit one copy of the laws and
journals of the Legislative Assembly within thirty days
after the end of each session, and one copy of the execu-
tive proceedings and official correspondence semi—annu-
ally, on the first days of January and July in each year,
to the President of the United States, and two copies of
the laws to the President of the Senate and to the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, for the use of
Congress. And in case of the death, removal, resignation,
or absence of the Governor from the Territory, the Sec-
retary shall be, and he is hereby, authorized and re-
quired to execute and perform all the powers and duties
of the Governor during such vacancy or absence, or until
another Governor shall be duly appointed and qualified
to fill such vacancy.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Legisla-
tive power and authority of said Territory shall be vested
in a Legislative Assembly, which shall consist of a
Council and House of Representatives. The Council
shall consist of nine members, having the qualifications
of voters, as hereinafter prescribed, whose term of ser-
vice shall continue three years. Immediately after they
shall be assembled, in consequence of their first election,
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three
classes. The seats of the members of Council of the first
class, shall be vacated at the expiration of the first year,
of the second class at the expiration of the second year,
and of the third class at the expiration of the third year,
so that one third may be chosen every year; and if va-
cancies happen, by resignation or otherwise, the same
shall be filled at the next ensuing election. The House of
Representatives shall, at its first session, consist of
eighteen members, possessing the same qualifications as
prescribed for members of the Council, and whose term
of service shall continue one year. The number of repre-
sentatives may be increased by the Legislative Assembly,
from time to time, in proportion to the increase of qual-
ified voters: Provided, That the whole number shall
never exceed thirty. An apportionment shall be made, as
nearly equal as practicable, among the several counties
or districts, for the election of the Council and Repre-
sentatives, giving to each section of the Territory repre-
sentation in the ratio of its qualified voters, as nearly as
may be. And the members of the Council and of the
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House of Representatives shall reside in, and be inhabit-
ants of, the district or county or counties, for which they
may be elected, respectively. Previous to the first elec-
tion, the Governor shall cause a census or enumeration
of the inhabitants and qualified voters of the several
counties and districts of the Territory to be taken, by
such persons, and in such mode, as the Governor shall
designate and appoint; and the persons so appointed
shall receive a reasonable compensation therefor. And
the first election shall be held at such time and places,
and be conducted in such manner, both as to the persons
who shall superintend such election and the returns
thereof, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; and he
shall at the same time declare the number of members
of the Council and House of Representatives to which
each of the counties or districts shall be entitled under
this act; and the Governor shall, by his proclamation,
give at least sixty days' previous notice of such appor-
tionment, and of the time, places, and manner of holding
such election. The persons having the highest number of
legal votes in each of said council districts for members
of the Council shall be declared by the Governor to be
duly elected to the Council, and the persons having the
highest number of legal votes for the House of Repre-
sentatives shall be declared by the Governor to be duly
elected members of said House: Provided, That in case
two or more persons voted for shall have an equal num-
ber of votes, and in case a vacancy shall otherwise occur
in either branch of the Legislative Assembly, the Gover-
nor shall order a new election; and the persons thus
elected to the Legislative Assembly shall meet at such
place, and on such day, within ninety days after such
elections, as the Governor shall appoint. But thereafter
the time, place, and manner of holding and conducting
all elections by the people, and the apportioning the rep-
resentation in the several counties or districts to the
Council and House of Representatives, according to the
number of qualified voters, shall be prescribed by law, as
well as the day of the commencement of the regular ses-
sion of the Legislative Assembly: Provided, That no ses-
sion in any one year shall exceed the term of sixty days,
except the first session, which shall not exceed one hun-
dred days.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That every white
male inhabitant above the age of twenty—one years, who
shall have been a resident of said Territory at the time
of the passage of this act, and shall possess the qualifi-
cations hereinafter prescribed, shall be entitled to vote at
the first election, and shall be eligible to any office
within the said Territory; but the qualifications of voters
and of holding office at all subsequent elections shall be
such as shall be prescribed by the Legislative Assembly:
Provided, That the right of suffrage and of holding office
shall be exercised only by citizens of the United States
above the age of twenty—one years, and those above that
age who shall have declared on oath their intention to
become such, and shall have taken an oath to support
the Constitution of the United States and the provisions
of this act: And provided further, That no officer, sol-
dier, seaman, mariner, or other person in the army or
navy of the United States, or attached to troops in the
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service of the United States, shall be allowed to vote in
said Territory, by reason of being on service therein, un-
less said Territory is, and has been for the period of six
months, his permanent domicil: Provided further, That
no person belonging to the army or navy of the United
States shall ever be elected to or hold any civil office or
appointment in said Territory.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Legisla-
tive power of the Territory shall extend to all rightful
subjects of legislation not inconsistent with the Consti-
tution and laws of the United States. But no law shall be
passed interfering with the primary disposal of the soil;
no tax shall be imposed upon the property of the United
States; nor shall the lands or other property of nonresi-
dents be taxed higher than the lands or other property of
residents. All the laws passed by the Legislative Assem-
bly shall be submitted to the Congress of the United
States, and, if disapproved, shall be null and of no effect:
Provided, That nothing in this act shall be construed to
give power to incorporate a bank or any institution with
banking powers, or to borrow money in the name of the
Territory, or to pledge the faith of the people of the
same for any loan whatever, directly or indirectly. No
charter granting any privileges of making, issuing, or
putting into circulation any notes or bills in the likeness
of bank-notes, or any bonds, scrip, drafts, bills of ex-
change, or obligations, or granting any other banking
powers or privileges, shall be passed by the Legislative
Assembly; nor shall the establishment of any branch or
agency of any such corporation, derived from other au-
thority, be allowed in said Territory; nor shall said Leg-
islative Assembly authorize the issue of any obligation,
scrip, or evidence of debt, by said Territory, in any mode
or manner whatever, except certificates for service to
said Territory. And all such laws, or any law or laws in-
consistent with the provisions of this act, shall be utterly
null and void. And all taxes shall be equal and uniform;
and no distinctions shall be made in the assessments be-
tween different kinds of property, but the assessments
shall be according to the value thereof. To avoid im-
proper influences, which may result from intermixing in
one and the same act such things as have no proper re-
lation to each other, every law shall embrace but one
object, and that shall be expressed in the title.

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That all township,
district, and county officers not herein otherwise pro-
vided for, shall be appointed or elected in such manner
as shall be provided by the Legislative Assembly of the
Territory of Washington.

SEc. 8. And be it further enacted, That no member of
the Legislative Assembly shall hold or be appointed to
any office which shall have been created, or the salary or
emoluments of which shall have been increased while he
was a member, during the term for which he was elected
and for one year after the expiration of such term; but
this restriction shall not be applicable to members of the
first Legislative Assembly; and no person holding a
commission or appointment under the United States
shall be a member of the Legislative Assembly, or shall
hold any office under the government of said Territory.
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SEC. 9. And be it further enacted, That the judicial
power of said Territory shall be vested in a supreme
court, district courts, probate courts, and in justices of
the peace. The supreme court shall consist of a chief
Jjustice and two associate justices, any two of whom shall
constitute a quorum, and who shall hold a term at the
seat of government of said Territory annually, and they
shall hold their offices during the period of four years,
and until their successors shall be appointed and quali-
fied. The said Territory shall be divided into three judi-
cial districts, and a district court shall be held in each of
said districts by one of the justices of the supreme court,
at such times and places as may be prescribed by law;
and the said judges shall, after their appointments, re-
spectively reside in the districts which shall be assigned
them. The jurisdiction of the several courts herein pro-
vided for, both appellate and original, and that of the
probate courts and of justices of the peace, shall be as
limited by law: Provided, That justices of the peace shall
not have jurisdiction of any case in which the title to
land shall in any wise come in question, or where the
debt or damages claimed shall exceed one hundred dol-
lars; and the said supreme and district courts, respec-
tively shall possess chancery as well as common-law
jurisdiction. Each district court, or the judge thereof,
shall appoint its clerk, who shall also be the register in
chancery, and shall keep his office at the place where the
court may be held. Writs of error, bills of exception, and
appeals, shall be allowed in all cases from the final deci-
sions of said district court to the supreme court under
such regulations as may be prescribed by law; but in no
case removed to the supreme court shall trial by jury be
allowed in said court. The supreme court, or the justices
thereof, shall appoint its own clerk, and every clerk shall
hold his office at the pleasure of the court for which he
shall have been appointed. Writs of error, and appeals
from the final decisions of said supreme court, shall be
allowed, and may be taken to the Supreme Court of the
United States, in the same manner and under the same
regulations as from the circuit court of the United
States, where the value of the property, or the amount in
controversy, to be ascertained by the oath or affirmation
of either party, or other competent witness, shall exceed
two thousand dollars, and in all cases where the consti-
tution of the United States, or acts of Congress, or a
treaty of the United States, is brought in question; and
each of the said district courts shall have and exercise
the same jurisdiction in all cases arising under the con-
stitution of the United States and the laws of said Terri-
tory, as is vested in the circuit and district courts of the
United States; writs of error and appeal in all such cases
shall be made to the supreme court of said Territory the
same as in other cases. Writs of error, and appeals from
the final decisions of said supreme court, shall be al-
lowed and may be taken to the supreme court of the
United States in the same manner as from the circuit
courts of the United States, where the value of the
property, or the amount in controversy, shall exceed two
thousand dollars, and each of said district courts shall
have and exercise the same jurisdiction, in all cases aris-
ing under the constitution and laws of the United States,
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as is vested in the circuit and district courts of the
United States; and also of all cases arising under the
laws of said Territory, and otherwise. The said clerk
shall receive in all such cases the same fees which the
clerks of the district courts of the Territory of Oregon
receive for similar services.

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That there shall
be appointed an attorney for said Territory, who shall
continue in office for four years and until his successor
shall be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed
by the President, and who shall receive the same fees
and salary as is provided by law for the attorney of the
United States for the Territory of Oregon. There shall
also be a marshal for the Territory appointed, who shall
hold his office for four years and until his successor shall
be appointed and qualified, unless sooner removed by the
President, and who shall execute all processes issuing
from the said courts when exercising their jurisdiction as
circuit and district courts of the United States; he shall
perform the duties, be subject to the same regulation
and penalties, and be entitled to the same fees, as are
provided by law for the marshal of the Territory of
Oregon, and shall, in addition, be paid the sum of two
hundred dollars annually as a compensation for extra
services.

SEc. 11. And be it further enacted, That the governor,
secretary, chief justice, and associate justices, attorney,
and marshal, shall be nominated, and, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, appointed by the
President of the United States. The governor and secre-
tary to be appointed as aforesaid shall, before they act
as such, respectively take an oath or affirmation before
the district judge, or some justice of the peace in the
limits of said Territory duly authorized to administer
oaths and affirmations by the laws in force therein, or
before the chief justice or some associate justice of the
supreme court of the United States, to support the con-
stitution of the United States, and faithfully to discharge
the duties of their respective offices, which said oaths,
when so taken, shall be certified by the person before
whom the same shall have been taken; and such certifi-
cates shall be received and recorded by the said Secre-
tary among the executive proceedings; and the Chief
Justice and Associate Justices, and all other civil officers
in said Territory, before they act as such, shall take a
like oath or affirmation before the said Governor or Sec-
retary, or some judge or justice of the peace of the Ter-
ritory who may be duly commissioned and qualified,
which said oath or affirmation shall be certified and
transmitted, by the person taking the same, to the Sec-
retary, to be by him recorded as aforesaid; and after-
wards, the like oath or affirmation shall be taken,
certified and recorded in such manner and form as may
be prescribed by law. The Governor shall receive an an-
nual salary of fifteen hundred dollars as Governor, and
fifteen hundred dollars as Superintendent of Indian af-
fairs. The Chief Justice, and Associate Justices, shall
each receive an annual salary of two thousand dollars.
The Secretary shall receive an annual salary of fifteen
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hundred dollars. The said salaries shall be paid quar-
terly, from the dates of the respective appointments, at
the Treasury of the United States; but no such payment
shall be made until said officers shall have entered upon
the duties of their respective appointments. The mem-
bers of the legislative assembly shall be entitled to re-
ceive three dollars each per day during their attendance
at the session thereof, and three dollars each for every
twenty miles' travel in going to and returning from said
sessions, estimated according to the nearest usually trav-
eled route. And a chief clerk, one assistant clerk, a ser-
geant—-at—arms, and door—keeper, may be chosen for
each house; and the chief clerk shall receive five dollars
per day, and the said other officers three dollars per day,
during the session of the legislative assembly; but no
other officers shall be paid by the United States: Pro-
vided, That there shall be but one session of the legisla-
tive assembly annually, unless, on an extraordinary
occasion, the Governor shall deem it expedient and
proper to call the legislature together. There shall be
appropriated, annually, the sum of fifteen hundred dol-
lars, to be expended by the Governor, to defray the con-
tingent expenses of the Territory, including the salary of
a clerk of the executive department; and there shall also
be appropriated, annually, a sufficient sum to be ex-
pended by the Secretary of the Territory, and upon an
estimate to be made by the Secretary of the Treasury of
the United States, to defray the expenses of the legisla-
tive assembly, the printing of the laws, and other inci-
dental expenses; and the Governor and Secretary of the
Territory shall, in the disbursement of all moneys in-
trusted to them, be governed solely by the instructions of
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and
shall, semi—annually, account to the said Secretary for
the manner in which the aforesaid sums of money shall
have been expended; and no expenditure, to be paid out
of money appropriated by Congress, shall be made by
said legislative assembly for objects not specially auth-
orized by the acts of Congress making the appropria-
tions, nor beyond the sums thus appropriated for such
objects.

SEc. 12. And be it further enacted, That the laws now
in force in said Territory of Washington, by virtue of the
legislation of Congress in reference to the Territory of
Oregon, which have been enacted and passed subsequent
to the first day of September, eighteen hundred and
forty—eight, applicable to the said Territory of
Washington, together with the legislative enactments of
the Territory of Oregon, enacted and passed prior to the
passage of, and not inconsistent with, the provisions of
this act, and applicable to the said Territory of
Washington, be, and they are hereby, continued in force
in said Territory of Washington until they shall be re-
pealed or amended by future legislation.

SEc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the legisla-
tive assembly of the Territory of Washington shall hold
its first session at such time and place in said Territory
as the Governor thereof shall appoint and direct; and at
said first session, or as soon thereafter as they shall deem
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expedient, the legislative assembly shall proceed to lo-
cate and establish the seat of government for said Terri-
tory, at such place as they may deem eligible; which
place, however, shall thereafter be subject to be changed
by said legislative assembly. And the sum of five thou-
sand dollars, out of any money in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, is hereby appropriated and
granted to said Territory of Washington, to be there ap-
plied by the Governor to the erection of suitable build-
ings at the seat of government.

SEC. 14. And be it further enacted, That a delegate to
the House of Representatives of the United States, to
serve for the term of two years, who shall be a citizen of
the United States, may be elected by the voters qualified
to elect members of the legislative assembly, who shall
be entitled to the same rights and privileges as have been
heretofore exercised and enjoyed by the delegates from
the several other Territories of the United States to the
House of Representatives, but the delegate first elected
shall hold his seat only during the term of the Congress
to which he shall be elected. The first election shall be
held at such time, and places, and be conducted in such
manner, as the Governor shall appoint and direct; of
which, and the time, place, and manner of holding such
elections, he shall give at least sixty days' notice by
proclamation; and at all subsequent elections the time,
places, and manner of holding the elections shall be pre-
scribed by law. The person having the greatest number
of votes shall be declared by the Governor to be duly
elected, and a certificate thereof shall be given accord-
ingly. The delegate from said Territory shall be entitled
to receive the same per diem compensation and mileage
at present allowed the delegate from the Territory of
Oregon.

SEc. 15. And be it further enacted, That all suits,
plaints, process, and proceedings, civil and criminal, at
law and in chancery, and all indictments and informa-
tions, which shall be pending and undetermined in the
courts established within and for said Territory of
Oregon, by act of Congress, entitled "An act to establish
the territorial government of Oregon," approved August
fourteen, one thousand eight hundred and forty—eight,
wherein the venue in said cases, suits at law, or in chan-
cery, or criminal proceedings, shall be included within
the limits hereinbefore declared and established for the
said Territory of Washington; then, and in that case,
said actions so pending in the Supreme or Circuit Courts
of the Territory of Oregon shall be, by the clerks of said
courts, duly certified to the proper courts of said Terri-
tory of Washington; and thereupon said causes shall, in
all things concerning the same, be proceeded on, and
judgments, verdicts, decrees, and sentences rendered
thereon, in the same manner as if the said Territory had
not been divided. All bonds, recognizances, and obliga-
tions of every kind whatsoever, valid, under the existing
laws, within the limits of said Territory of Oregon, shall
be held valid under this act, and all crimes and misde-
meanors against the laws now in force within the said
limits of the Territory of Washington may be prose-
cuted, tried, and punished in the courts established by
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this act, and all penalties, forfeitures, actions, and causes
of action, may be recovered and enforced, under this act,
before the Supreme and Circuit Courts established by
this act as aforesaid: Provided, That no right of action
whatever shall accrue against any person for any act
done in pursuance of any law heretofore passed by the
legislative assembly of the Territory of Oregon, and
which may be declared contrary to the Constitution or
laws of the United States.

SEC. 16. And be it further enacted, That all justices of
the peace, constables, sheriffs, and other judicial and
ministerial officers, who shall be in office within the lim-
its of said Territory of Washington when this act shall
take effect, shall be and they are hereby authorized and
required to continue to exercise and perform the duties
of their respective offices, as officers of said Territory,
until they or others shall be duly elected or appointed,
and qualified, to fill their places in the manner herein
directed, or until their offices shall be abolished.

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the sum of
five thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appro-
priated out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to be expended, by and under the direction
of the Governor of Washington, in the purchase of a li-
brary, to be kept at the seat of government for the use of
the Governor, legislative assembly, Judges of the Su-
preme Court, secretary, marshal, and Attorney of said
Territory, and such other persons, and under such regu-
lations, as shall be prescribed by law.

SEc. 18. And be it further enacted, That until other-
wise provided for by law, the Governor of said Territory
may define the judicial districts of said Territory, and
assign the judges who may be appointed for said Terri-
tory to the several districts, and also appoint the times
and places for holding courts in the several counties or
subdivisions in each of said judicial districts by procla-
mation, to be issued by him; but the legislative assembly,
at their first or any subsequent session, may organize,
alter, or modify such judicial districts, and assign the
judges, and alter the times and places of holding the
courts, as to them shall seem expedient and proper.

SEc. 19. And be it further enacted, That all officers to
be appointed by the President, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, for the Territory of
Washington, who, by virtue of the provisions of any law
of Congress now existing, or which may be enacted dur-
ing the present session of Congress, are required to give
security for moneys that may be intrusted with them for
disbursement, shall give such security at such time and
place, and in such manner, as the Secretary of the Trea-
sury may prescribe.

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That when the
lands in said Territory shall be surveyed under the di-
rection of the Government of the United States prepara-
tory to bringing the same into market or otherwise
disposing thereof, sections numbered sixteen and thirty—
six in each township in said Territory shall be, and the
same are hereby, reserved for the purpose of being ap-
plied to common schools in said Territory. And in all
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cases where said sections sixteen and thirty—six, or either
or any of them, shall be occupied by actual settlers prior
to survey thereof, the County Commissioners of the
counties in which said sections so occupied as aforesaid
are situated, be, and they are hereby, authorized to lo-
cate other lands to an equal amount in sections, or frac-
tional sections, as the case may be, within their
respective counties, in lieu of said sections so occupied as
aforesaid.

SEC. 21. And be it further enacted, That the Territory
of Oregon and the Territory of Washington shall have
concurrent jurisdiction over all offenses committed on
the Columbia River, where said river forms a common
boundary between said Territories.

Approved, March 2, 1853. [10 U.S. Statutes at Large, ¢ 90 p 172.]
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ENABLING ACT

AN ACT to provide for the division of Dakota into two States and to
enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana,
and Washington to form constitutions and State governments
and to be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the
original States, and to make donations of public lands to such
States.

(Approved February 22, 1889.) [25 U.S. Statutes at Large, c
180 p 676.]

[President's proclamation declaring Washington a state: 26 St.
at Large, Proclamations, p 10, Nov. 11, 1889.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the United States of America in Congress as-
sembled, That the inhabitants of all that part of the area
of the United States now constituting the Territories of
Dakota, Montana, and Washington, as at present de-
scribed, may become the States of North Dakota, South
Dakota, Montana, and Washington, respectively, as
hereinafter provided.

Sec. 2. The area comprising the Territory of Dakota
shall, for the purposes of this act, be divided on the line
of the seventh standard parallel produced due west to
the western boundary of said Territory; and the dele-
gates elected as hereinafter provided to the constitu-
tional convention in districts north of said parallel shall
assemble in convention, at the time prescribed in this
act, at the city of Bismarck; and the delegates elected in
districts south of said parallel shall, at the same time,
assemble in convention at the city of Sioux Falls.

SEc. 3. That all persons who are qualified by the laws
of said Territories to vote for representatives to the leg-
islative assemblies thereof, are hereby authorized to vote
for and choose delegates to form conventions in said
proposed States; and the qualifications for delegates to
such conventions shall be such as by the laws of said
Territories respectively persons are required to possess to
be eligible to the legislative assemblies thereof; and the
aforesaid delegates to form said conventions shall be ap-
portioned within the limits of the proposed States, in
such districts as may be established as herein provided,
in proportion to the population in each of said counties
and districts, as near as may be, to be ascertained at the
time of making said apportionments by the persons
hereinafter authorized to make the same, from the best
information obtainable, in each of which districts three
delegates shall be elected, but no elector shall vote for
more than two persons for delegates to such conventions;
that said apportionments shall be made by the governor,
the chief—justice, and the secretary of said Territories;
and the governors of said Territories shall, by proclama-
tion, order an election of the delegates aforesaid in each
of said proposed States, to be held on the Tuesday after
the second Monday in May, eighteen hundred and
eighty—nine, which proclamation shall be issued on the
fifteenth day of April, eighteen hundred and eighty—nine;
and such election shall be conducted, the returns made,
the result ascertained, and the certificates to persons
elected to such convention issued in the same manner as
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is prescribed by the laws of the said Territories regulat-
ing elections therein for Delegates to Congress; and the
number of votes cast for delegates in each precinct shall
also be returned. The number of delegates to said con-
ventions respectively shall be seventy—five; and all per-
sons resident in said proposed States, who are qualified
voters of said Territories as herein provided, shall be en-
titled to vote upon the election of delegates, and under
such rules and regulations as said conventions may pre-
scribe, not in conflict with this act, upon the ratification
or rejection of the constitutions.

SEC. 4. That the delegates to the conventions elected
as provided for in this act shall meet at the seat of gov-
ernment of each of said Territories, except the delegates
elected in South Dakota, who shall meet at the city of
Sioux Falls, on the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred
and eighty—nine, and, after organization, shall declare,
on behalf of the people of said proposed States, that they
adopt the Constitution of the United States; whereupon
the said conventions shall be, and are hereby, authorized
to form constitutions and States governments for said
proposed states, respectively. The constitutions shall be
republican in form, and make no distinction in civil or
political rights on account of race or color, except as to
Indians not taxed, and not be repugnant to the Consti-
tution of the United States and the principles of the
Declaration of Independence. And said conventions shall
provide, by ordinances irrevocable without the consent of
the United States and the people of said States:

First. That perfect toleration of religious sentiment
shall be secured and that no inhabitant of said States
shall ever be molested in person or property on account
of his or her mode of religious worship.

Second. That the people inhabiting said proposed
States do agree and declare that they forever disclaim
all right and title to the unappropriated public lands ly-
ing within the boundaries thereof, and to all lands lying
within said limits owned or held by any Indian or Indian
tribes; and that until the title thereto shall have been
extinguished by the United States, the same shall be and
remain subject to the disposition of the United States,
and said Indian lands shall remain under the absolute
jurisdiction and control of the Congress of the United
States; that the lands belonging to citizens of the United
States residing without the said States shall never be
taxed at a higher rate than the lands belonging to resi-
dents thereof; that no taxes shall be imposed by the
States on lands or property therein belonging to or
which may hereafter be purchased by the United States
or reserved for its use. But nothing herein, or in the
ordinances herein provided for, shall preclude the said
States from taxing as other lands are taxed any lands
owned or held by any Indian who has severed his tribal
relations, and has obtained from the United States or
from any person a title thereto by patent or other grant,
save and except such lands as have been or may be
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granted to any Indian or Indians under any act of Con-
gress containing a provision exempting the lands thus
granted from taxation; but said ordinances shall provide
that all such lands shall be exempt from taxation by said
States so long and to such extent as such act of Congress
may prescribe.

Third. That the debts and liabilities of said Territories
shall be assumed and paid by said States, respectively.

Fourth. That provision shall be made for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of systems of public schools,
which shall be open to all the children of said States,
and free from sectarian control.

Sec. S. That the convention which shall assemble at
Bismarck shall form a constitution and State govern-
ment for a State to be known as North Dakota, and the
convention which shall assemble at Sioux Falls shall
form a constitution and State government for a State to
be known as South Dakota: Provided, That at the elec-
tion for delegates to the constitutional convention in
South Dakota, as hereinbefore provided, each elector
may have written or printed on his ballot the words " For
the Sioux Falls constitution," or the words "Against the
Sioux Falls constitution,” and the votes on this question
shall be returned and canvassed in the same manner as
for the election provided for in section three of this act;
and if a majority of all votes cast on this question shall
be "for the Sioux Falls constitution” it shall be the duty
of the convention which may assemble at Sioux Falls, as
herein provided, to resubmit to the people of South
Dakota, for ratification or rejection at the election here-
inafter provided for in this act, the constitution framed
at Sioux Falls and adopted November third, eighteen
hundred and eighty-five, and also the articles and pro-
positions separately submitted at the election, including
the question of locating the temporary seat of govern-
ment, with such changes only as relate to the name and
boundary of the proposed State, to the re—apportionment
of the judicial and legislative districts, and such amend-
ments as may be necessary in order to comply with the
provisions of this act; and if a majority of the votes cast
on the ratification or rejection of the constitution shall
be for the constitution irrespective of the articles sepa-
rately submitted, the State of South Dakota shall be ad-
mitted as a State in the Union under said constitution as
hereinafter provided; but the archives, records, and
books of the Territory of Dakota shall remain at Bis-
marck, the capital of North Dakota, until an agreement
in reference thereto is reached by said States. But if at
the election for delegates to the constitutional convention
in South Dakota a majority of all the votes cast at that
election shall be "against the Sioux Falls constitution”,
then and in that event it shall be the duty of the con-
vention which will assemble at the city of Sioux Falls on
the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred and eighty—
nine, to proceed to form a constitution and State gov-
ernment as provided in this act the same as if that ques-
tion had not been submitted to a vote of the people of
South Dakota.

SEcC. 6. It shall be the duty of the constitutional con-
ventions of North Dakota and South Dakota to appoint
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a joint commission, to be composed of not less than three
members of each convention, whose duty it shall be to
assemble at Bismarck, the present seat of government of
said Territory, and agree upon an equitable division of
all property belonging to the Territory of Dakota, the
disposition of all public records, and also adjust and
agree upon the amount of the debts and liabilities of the
Territory, which shall be assumed and paid by each of
the proposed States of North Dakota and South Dakota;
and the agreement reached respecting the Territorial
debts and liabilities shall be incorporated in the respec-
tive constitutions, and each of said States shall obligate
itself to pay its proportion of such debts and liabilities
the same as if they had been created by such States
respectively.

Sec. 7. If the constitutions formed for both North
Dakota and South Dakota shall be rejected by the peo-
ple at the elections for the ratification or rejection of
their respective constitutions as provided for in this act,
the Territorial government of Dakota shall continue in
existence the same as if this act had not been passed.
But if the constitution formed for either North Dakota
or South Dakota shall be rejected by the people, that
part of the Territory so rejecting its proposed constitu-
tion shall continue under the Territorial government of
the present Territory of Dakota, but shall, after the
State adopting its constitution is admitted into the Un-
ion, be called by the name of the Territory of North
Dakota or South Dakota, as the case may be: Provided,
That if either of the proposed States provided for in this
act shall reject the constitution which may be submitted
for ratification or rejection at the election provided
therefor, the governor of the Territory in which such
proposed constitution was rejected shall issue his procla-
mation reconvening the delegates elected to the conven-
tion which formed such rejected constitution, fixing the
time and place at which said delegates shall assemble;
and when so assembled they shall proceed to form an-
other constitution or to amend the rejected constitution,
and shall submit such new constitution or amended con-
stitution to the people of the proposed State for ratifica-
tion or rejection, at such time as said convention may
determine; and all the provisions of this act, so far as
applicable, shall apply to such convention so reassembled
and to the constitution which may be formed, its ratifi-
cation or rejection, and to the admission of the proposed
State.

Sec. 8. That the constitutional convention which may
assemble in South Dakota shall provide by ordinance for
resubmitting the Sioux Falls constitution of eighteen
hundred and eighty—five, after having amended the same
as provided in section five of this act, to the people of
South Dakota for ratification or rejection at an election
to be held therein on the first Tuesday in October,
eighteen hundred and eighty—nine; but if said constitu-
tional convention is authorized and required to form a
new constitution for South Dakota it shall provide for
submitting the same in like manner to the people of
South Dakota for ratification or rejection at an election
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to be held in said proposed State on the said first Tues-
day in October. And the constitutionai conventions
which may assemble in North Dakota, Montana, and
Washington shall provide in like manner for submitting
the constitutions formed by them to the people of said
proposed States, respectively, for ratification or rejection
at elections to be held in said proposed States on the said
first Tuesday in October. At the elections provided for in
this section the qualified voters of said proposed States
shall vote directly for or against the proposed constitu-
tions, and for or against any articles or propositions sep-
arately submitted. The returns of said elections shall be
made to the secretary of each of said Territories, who
with the governor and chief—justice thereof, or any two
of them, shall canvass the same; and if a majority of the
legal votes cast shall be for the constitution the governor
shall certify the result to the President of the United
States, together with a statement of the votes cast
thereon and upon separate articles or propositions, and a
copy of said constitution, articles, propositions, and ordi-
nances. And if the constitutions and governments of said
proposed States are republican in form, and if all the
provisions of this act have been complied with in the
formation thereof, it shall be the duty of the President of
the United States to issue his proclamation announcing
the result of the election in each, and thereupon the pro-
posed States which have adopted constitutions and
formed State governments as herein provided shall be
deemed admitted by Congress into the Union under and
by virtue of this act on an equal footing with the original
States from and after the date of said proclamation.

SEC. 9. That until the next general census, or until
otherwise provided by law, said States shall be entitled
to one Representative in the House of Representatives of
the United States, except South Dakota, which shall be
entitled to two; and the Representatives to the fifty—first
Congress, together with the governors and other officers
provided for in said constitutions, may be elected on the
same day of the election for the ratification or rejection
of the constitutions; and until said State officers are
elected and qualified under the provisions of each con-
stitution and the States, respectively, are admitted into
the Union, the Territorial officers shall continue to dis-
charge the duties of their respective offices in each of
said Territories.

Sec. 10. That upon the admission of each of said
States into the Union sections numbered sixteen and
thirty—six in every township of said proposed States, and
where such sections, or any parts thereof, have been sold
or otherwise disposed of by or under the authority of any
act of Congress, other lands equivalent thereto, in legal
subdivisions of not less than one-quarter section, and as
contiguous as may be to the section in lieu of which the
same is taken, are hereby granted to said States for the
support of common schools, such indemnity lands to be
selected within said States in such manner as the legis-
lature may provide, with the approval of the Secretary of
the Interior: Provided, That the sixteenth and thirty—
sixth sections embraced in permanent reservations for
national purposes shall not, at any time, be subject to
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the grants nor to the indemnity provisions of this act,
nor shall any lands embraced in Indian, military, or
other reservations of any character be subject to the
grants or to the indemnity provisions of this act until the
reservation shall have been extinguished and such lands
be restored to, and become a part of, the public domain.

SEc. 11. That all lands herein granted for educational
purposes shall be disposed of only at public sale, and at
a price not less than ten dollars per acre, the proceeds to
constitute a permanent school fund, the interest of which
only shall be expended in the support of said schools.
But said lands may, under such regulations as the legis-
latures shall prescribe, be leased for periods of not more
than five years, in quantities not exceeding one section to
any one person or company; and such land shall not be
subject to pre-emption, homestead entry, or any other
entry under the land laws of the United States, whether
surveyed or unsurveyed, but shall be reserved for school
purposes only.

Reviser's note: Section 11 has at various times been amended by
Congress as follows:

(1) August 11, 1921:

AN ACT To amend an Act approved February 22, 1889, entitled
"An Act to provide for the division of Dakota into two States and to
enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and
Washington to form constitutions and State governments, and to be
admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States,
and to make donations of public lands to such States."

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 11 of
the Act entitled "An Act to provide for the division of Dakota into two
States and to enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, and Washington to form constitutions and State govern-
ments, and to be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the
original States, and to make donations of public lands to such States,"
approved February 22, 1889, be, and the same hereby is, amended by
adding the following: Provided, however, That the State may, upon
such terms as it may prescribe, grant such easements or rights in such
lands as may be acquired in, to, or over the lands of private properties
through proceedings in eminent domain: And provided further, That
any of such granted lands found, after title thereto has vested in the
State, to be mineral in character, may be leased for a period not longer
than twenty years upon such terms and conditions as the legislature
may prescribe. [42 U.S. Statutes at Large, c 61 p 158. Approved, Au-
gust 11, 1921.]

(2) May 7, 1932:

AN ACT To amend section 11 of the Act approved February 22,
1889 (25 Stat. 676), relating to the admission into the Union of the
States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 11 of
the Act approved February 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 676), be, and the same
is hereby, amended to read as follows:

"That all lands granted by this Act shall be disposed of only at pub-
lic sale after advertising tillable lands capable of producing agri-
cultural crops for not less than $10 per acre and lands principally
valuable for grazing purposes for not less than $5 per acre. Any of the
said lands may be exchanged for other lands, public or private, of
equal value and as near as may be of equal area, but if any of the said
lands are exchanged with the United States such exchange shall be
limited to surveyed, nonmineral, unreserved public lands of the United
States within the State.

"The said lands may be leased under such regulations as the legisla-
ture may prescribe; but leases for grazing and agricultural purposes
shall not be for a term longer than five years; mineral leases, including
leases for exploration for oil and gas and the extraction thereof, for a
term not longer than twenty years; and leases for development of hy-
droelectric power for a term not longer than fifty years.
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"The State may also, upon such terms as it may prescribe, grant
such easements or rights in any of the lands granted by this Act, as
may be acquired in privately owned lands through proceedings in emi-
nent domain: Provided, however, That none of such lands, nor any es-
tate or interest therein, shall ever be disposed of except in pursuance of
general laws providing for such disposition, nor unless the full market
value of the estate or interest disposed of, to be ascertained in such
manner as may be provided by law, has been paid or safely secured to
the State.

"With the exception of the lands granted for public buildings, the
proceeds from the sale and other permanent disposition of any of the
said lands and from every part thereof, shall constitute permanent
funds for the support and maintenance of the public schools and the
various State institutions for which the lands have been granted. Rent-
als on leased lands, interest on deferred payments on lands sold, inter-
est on funds arising from these lands, and all other actual income, shall
be available for the maintenance and support of such schools and in-
stitutions. Any State may, however, in its discretion, add a portion of
the annual income to the permanent funds.

"The lands hereby granted shall not be subject to preemption,
homestead entry, or any other entry under the land laws of the United
States whether surveyed or unsurveyed, but shall be reserved for the
purposes for which they have been granted."

SEC. 2. Anything in the said Act approved February 22, 1889, in-
consistent with the provisions of this Act is hereby repealed. [47 U.S.
Statutes at Large c 172 p 150. Approved, May 7, 1932.]

(3)June 25, 1938:

AN ACT To increase the period for which leases may be made for
grazing and agricultural purposes of public lands donated to the States
of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington by the
Act of February 22, 1889, as amended.

" Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the
second paragraph of section 11 of the Act relating to the admission
into the Union of the States of North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, and Washington, approved February 22, 1889, as amended,
as reads "but leases for grazing and agricultural purposes shall not be
for a term longer'than five years", is amended to read as follows: "but
leases for grazing and agricultural purposes shall not be for a term
longer than ten years". [S2 U. S. Statutes at Large ¢ 700 p 1198. Ap-
proved, June 25, 1938.]

(4) April 13, 1948:

AN ACT To authorize the States of Montana, North Dakota, South
Dakota, and Washington to lease their State lands for production of
minerals, including leases for exploration for oil, gas, and other hydro-
carbons and the extraction thereof, for such terms of years and on such
conditions as may be from time to time provided by the legislatures of
the respective States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled: That the second
paragraph of section 11 of the Act relating to the admission into the
Union of the States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and
Washington, approved February 22, 1889, as amended, is amended to
read as follows: "Except as otherwise provided herein, the said lands
may be leased under such regulations as the legislature may prescribe.
Leases for the production of minerals, including leases for exploration
for oil, gas, and other hydrocarbons and the extraction thereof, shall be
for such term of years and on such conditions as may be from time to
time provided by the legislatures of the respective States; leases for
grazing and agricultural purposes shall be for a term not longer than
ten years; and leases for development of hydroelectric power shall be
for a term not longer than fifty years." [62 U.S. Statutes at Large c
183 p 170. Approved April 13, 1948.]

(5)June 28, 1952:

AN ACT To authorize each of the States of North Dakota, South
Dakota, and Washington to pool moneys derived from lands granted to
it for public schools and various State institutions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the fourth
paragraph of section 11 of the Act relating to the admission into the
Union of the States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and
Washington, approved February 22, 1889, as amended (47 Stat. 151),

[Vol. 0 RCW—p 22)

is amended by adding at the end thereof the following: "Notwith-
standing the foregoing provisions of this section, each of the States of
North Dakota, South Dakota, and Washington may pool the moneys
received by it from oil and gas and other mineral leasing of said lands.
The moneys so pooled shall be apportioned among the public schools
and the various State institutions in such manner that the public
schools and each of such institutions shall receive an amount which
bears the same ratio to the total amount apportioned as the number of
acres (including any that may have been disposed of) granted for such
public schools or for such institutions bears to the total number of
acres (including any that may have been disposed of) granted by this
Act. Not less than 50 per centum of each such amount shall be covered
into the appropriate permanent fund.”" [66 U.S. Statutes at Large c
480 p 283. Approved June 28, 1952.]

(6) May 31, 1962:

AN ACT To amend the Act admitting the State of Washington into
the Union in order to authorize the use of funds from the disposition of
certain lands for the construction of State charitable, educational, pe-
nal, or reformatory institutions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act enti-
tled "An Act to provide for the division of Dakota into two States and
to enable the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and
Washington to form constitutions and State governments and to be
admitted into the Union on an equal footing with the original States
and to make donations of public lands to such States", approved Feb-
ruary 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 676, as amended), is amended by inserting
before the period at the end of the first sentence in the fourth para-
graph of section 11 a comma and the following: "except that proceeds
from the sale and other permanent disposition of the two hundred
thousand acres granted to the State of Washington for State charita-
ble, educational, penal, and reformatory institutions may be used by
such State for the construction of any such institution". [Public Law
87-473. 76 U.S. Statutes at Large p 91. Approved May 31, 1962.]

(7) June 30, 1967:

AN ACT To authorize the States of North Dakota, South Dakota,
Montana, and Washington to use the income from certain lands for
the construction of facilities for State charitable, educational, penal,
and reformatory institutions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the second
sentence of the fourth paragraph of section 11 of the Act entitled "An
Act to provide for the division of Dakota into two States and to enable
the people of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington
to form constitutions and State governments and to be admitted into
the Union on an equal footing with the original States, and to make
donations of public lands to such States", approved February 22, 1889
(25 Stat. 676), as amended, is amended to read as follows: "Rentals on
leased land, proceeds from the sale of timber and other crops, interest
on deferred payments on land sold, interest on funds arising from these
lands, and all other actual income, shall be available for the acquisition
and construction of facilities, including the retirement of bonds auth-
orized by law for such purposes, and for the maintenance and support
of such schools and institutions.” [Public Law 90-41. 81 U.S. Statutes
at Large p 106. Approved June 30, 1967.]

(8) October 16, 1970:

AN ACT To amend section 11 of the Act approved February 22,
1889 (25 Stat. 676) as amended by the Act of May 7, 1932 (47 Stat.
150), and as amended by the Act of April 13, 1948 (62 Stat. 170) re-
lating to the admission to the Union of the States of North Dakota,
South Dakota, Montana, and Washington, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the second
sentence of the first paragraph of section 11 of the Act approved Feb-
ruary 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 676), as amended by the Act of May 7, 1932
(47 Stat. 150), is hereby amended to read as follows:

"Any of the said lands may be exchanged for other lands, public or
private, of equal value and as near as may be of equal area, but if any
of the said lands are exchanged with the United States such exchange
shall be limited to Federal lands that are surveyed, nonmineral, unre-
served public lands within the State, or are reserved public lands
within the State that are subject to exchange under the laws governing
the administration of such Federal reserved public lands.”
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and that a new paragraph be added immediately following the above,
as follows:

"All exchanges heretofore made under section 11 of the Act ap-
proved February 22, 1889 (25 Stat. 676), as amended by the Act ap-
proved May 7, 1932 (47 Stat. 150), for reserved public lands of the
United States that were subject to exchange under law pursuant to
which they were being administered and the requirements thereof have
been met, are hereby approved to the same extent as though the lands
exchanged were unreserved public lands.”

and that the present paragraph 2 of section 11 be amended to read as
follows:

"The said lands may be leased under such regulations as the legisla-
ture may prescribe.” [Public Law 91-463. 84 U.S. Statutes at Large p
987. Approved October 16, 1970.]

SeEc. 12. That upon the admission of each of said
States into the Union, in accordance with the provisions
of this act, fifty sections of the unappropriated public
lands within said States, to be selected and located in
legal subdivisions as provided in section ten of this act,
shall be, and are hereby, granted to said States for the
purpose of erecting public buildings at the capital of said
States for legislative, executive, and judicial purposes.

Reviser's note: Section 12 has been amended by Congress as follows:

AN ACT To amend section 12 of the Act approved February 22,
1889 (25 Stat. 676) relating to the admission into the Union of the
States of North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington, by
providing for the use of public lands granted to the States therein for
the purpose of construction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, furnish-
ings, equipment, or other permanent improvement of public buildings
at the capital of said States.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 12 of
the Act relating to the admission into the Union of the States of North
Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, and Washington, approved February
22, 1889, is amended to read as follows:

"That upon the admission of each of said States into the Union, in
accordance with the provisions of this act, fifty sections of unappropri-
ated public lands within such States, to be selected and located in legal
subdivisions as provided in section 10 of this Act, shall be, and are
hereby, granted to said States for public buildings at the capital of said
States for legislative, executive, and judicial purposes, including con-
struction, reconstruction, repair, renovation, furnishings, equipment,
and any other permanent improvement of such buildings and the ac-
quisition of necessary land for such buildings, and the payment of
principal and interest on bonds issued for any of the above purposes.”

SEc. 2. This Act shall take effect as of February 22, 1889. [Public
Law 85-6. 71 U.S. Statutes at large p S. Approved February 26,
1957.]

SEcC. 13. That five per centum of the proceeds of the
sales of public lands lying within said States which shall
be sold by the United States subsequent to the admission
of said States into the Union, after deducting all the ex-
penses incident to the same, shall be paid to the said
States, to be used as a permanent fund, the interest of
which only shall be expended for the support of common
schools within said States, respectively.

SEc. 14. That the lands granted to the Territories of
Dakota and Montana by the act of February eighteenth,
eighteen hundred and eighty—one, entitled "An act to
grant lands to Dakota, Montana, Arizona, Idaho, and
Wyoming for university purposes,” are hereby vested in
the States of South Dakota, North Dakota, and
Montana, respectively, if such States are admitted into
the Union, as provided in this act, to the extent of the
full quantity of seventy—-two sections to each of said
States, and any portion of said lands that may not have
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been selected by either of said Territories of Dakota or
Montana may be selected by the respective States afore-
said; but said act of February eighteenth, eighteen hun-
dred and eighty-one, shall be so amended as to provide
that none of said lands shall be sold for less than ten
dollars per acre, and the proceeds shall constitute a per-
manent fund to be safely invested and held by said
States severally, and the income thereof be used exclu-
sively for university purposes. And such quantity of the
lands authorized by the fourth section of the act of July
seventeenth, eighteen hundred and fifty—four, to be re-
served for university purposes in the Territory of
Washington, as, together with the lands confirmed to the
vendees of the Territory by the act of March fourteenth,
eighteen hundred and sixty-four, will make the full
quantity of seventy—two entire sections, are hereby
granted in like manner to the State of Washington for
the purposes of a university in said State. None of the
lands granted in this section shall be sold at less than ten
dollars per acre; but said lands may be leased in the
same manner as provided in section eleven of this act.
The schools, colleges, and universities provided for in
this act shall forever remain under the exclusive control
of the said States, respectively, and no part of the pro-
ceeds arising from the sale or disposal of any lands
herein granted for educational purposes shall be used for
the support of any sectarian or denominational school,
college, or university. The section of land granted by the
act of June sixteenth, eighteen hundred and eighty, to
the Territory of Dakota, for an asylum for the insane
shall, upon the admission of said State of South Dakota
into the Union, become the property of said State.

SEc. 15. That so much of the lands belonging to the
United States as have been acquired and set apart for
the purpose mentioned in "An act appropriating money
for the erection of a penitentiary in the Territory of
Dakota," approved March second, eighteen hundred and
eighty—one, together with the buildings thereon, be, and
the same is hereby, granted, together with any unex-
pended balances of the moneys appropriated therefor by
said act, to said State of South Dakota, for the purposes
therein designated; and the States of North Dakota and
Washington shall, respectively, have like grants for the
same purpose, and subject to like terms and conditions
as provided in said act of March second, eighteen hun-
dred and eighty—one, for the Territory of Dakota. The
penitentiary at Deer Lodge City, Montana, and all lands
connected therewith and set apart and reserved therefor,
are hereby granted to the State of Montana.

SEC. 16. That ninety thousand acres of land, to be se-
lected and located as provided in section 10 of this act,
are hereby granted to each of said States, except to the
State of South Dakota, to which one hundred and
twenty thousand acres are granted, for the use and sup-
port of agricultural colleges in said States, as provided in
the acts of Congress making donations of lands for such
purpose.

SEc. 17. That in lieu of the grant of land for purposes
of internal improvement made to new States by the
eighth section of the act of September fourth, eighteen
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hundred and forty—one, which act is hereby repealed as
to the States provided for by this act, and in lieu of any
claim or demand by the said States, or either of them,
under the act of September twenty—eighth, eighteen
hundred and fifty, and section twenty—four hundred and
seventy—nine of the Revised Statutes, making a grant of
swamp and overflowed lands to certain States, which
grant it is hereby declared is not extended to the States
provided for in this act, and in lieu of any grant of saline
lands to said States, the following grants of land are
hereby made, to wit:

To the State of South Dakota: For the school of
mines, forty thousand acres; for the reform school, forty
thousand acres; for the deaf and dumb asylum, forty
thousand acres; for the agricultural college, forty thou-
sand acres; for the university, forty thousand acres; for
State normal schools, eighty thousand acres; for public
buildings at the capital of said State, fifty thousand
acres, and for such other educational and charitable
purposes as the legislature of said State may determine,
one hundred and seventy thousand acres; in all five hun-
dred thousand acres.

To the State of North Dakota a like quantity of land
as in this section granted to the State of South Dakota,
and to be for like purposes, and in like proportion as far
as practicable.

To the State of Montana: For the establishment and
maintenance of a school of mines, one hundred thousand
acres; for State normal schools, one hundred thousand
acres; for agricultural colleges, in addition to the grant
hereinbefore made for that purpose, fifty thousand acres;
for the establishment of a State reform school, fifty
thousand acres; for the establishment of a deaf and
dumb asylum, fifty thousand acres; for public buildings
at the capital of the State, in addition to the grant here-
inbefore made for that purpose, one hundred and fifty
thousand acres.

To the State of Washington: For the establishment
and maintenance of a scientific school, one hundred
thousand acres; for State normal schools, one hundred
thousand acres; for public buildings at the State capital,
in addition to the grant hereinbefore made for that pur-
pose, one hundred thousand acres; for State charitable,
educational, penal, and reformatory institutions, two
hundred thousand acres.

That the States provided for in this act shall not be
entitled to any further or other grants of land for any
purpose than as expressly provided in this act. And the
lands granted by this section shall be held, appropriated,
and disposed of exclusively for the purposes herein men-
tioned, in such manner as the legislatures of the respec-
tive States may severally provide.

Sec. 18. That all mineral lands shall be exempted
from the grants made by this act. But if sections sixteen
and thirty—six, or any subdivisions or portion of any
smallest subdivision thereof in any township shall be
found by the Department of the Interior to be mineral
lands, said States are hereby authorized and empowered
to select, in legal subdivisions, an equal quantity of other
unappropriated lands in said States, in lieu thereof, for

[Vol. 0 RCW—p 24]

the use and the benefit of the common schools of said
States.

Sec. 19. That all lands granted in quantity or as in-
demnity by this act shall be selected, under the direction
of the Secretary of the Interior, from the surveyed, un-
reserved, and unappropriated public lands of the United
States within the limits of the respective States entitled
thereto. And there shall be deducted from the number of
acres of land donated by this act for specific objects to
said States the number of acres in each heretofore do-
nated by Congress to said Territories for similar objects.

Sec. 20. That the sum of twenty thousand dollars, or
so much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to each of said Territories for defraying
the expenses of the said conventions, except to Dakota,
for which the sum of forty thousand dollars is so appro-
priated, twenty thousand dollars each for South Dakota
and North Dakota, and for the payment of the members
thereof, under the same rules and regulations and at the
same rates as are now provided by law for the payment
of the Territorial legislatures. Any money hereby appro-
priated not necessary for such purpose shall be covered
into the Treasury of the United States.

Sec. 21. That each of said States, when admitted as
aforesaid, shall constitute one judicial district, the names
thereof to be the same as the names of the States, re-
spectively; and the circuit and district courts therefor
shall be held at the capital of such State for the time
being, and each of said districts shall, for judicial pur-
poses, until otherwise provided, be attached to the eighth
judicial circuit, except Washington and Montana, which
shall be attached to the ninth judicial circuit. There shall
be appointed for each of said districts one district judge,
one United States attorney, and one United States mar-
shal. The judge of each of said districts shall receive a
yearly salary of three thousand five hundred dollars,
payable in four equal installments, on the first days of
January, April, July, and October of each year, and
shall reside in the district. There shall be appointed
clerks of said courts in each district, who shall keep their
offices at the capital of said State. The regular terms of
said courts shall be held in each district, at the place
aforesaid, on the first Monday in April and the first
Monday in November of each year, and only one grand
jury and one petit jury shall be summoned in both said
circuit and district courts. The circuit and district courts
for each of said districts, and the judges thereof, respec-
tively, shall possess the same powers and jurisdiction,
and perform the same duties required to be performed
by the other circuit and district courts and judges of the
United States, and shall be governed by the same laws
and regulations. The Marshal, district attorney, and
clerks of the circuit and district courts of each of said
districts, and all other officers and persons performing
duties in the administration of justice therein, shall sev-
erally possess the powers and perform the duties lawfully
possessed and required to be performed by similar offi-
cers in other districts of the United States; and shall, for
the services they may perform, receive the fees and
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compensation allowed by law to other similar officers
and persons performing similar duties in the State of
Nebraska.

Sec. 22. That all cases of appeal or writ of error
heretofore prosecuted and now pending in the Supreme
Court of the United States upon any record from the
supreme court of either of the Territories mentioned in
this act, or that may hereafter lawfully be prosecuted
upon any record from either of said courts may be heard
and determined by said Supreme Court of the United
States. And the mandate of execution or of further pro-
ceedings shall be directed by the Supreme Court of the
United States to the circuit or district court hereby es-
tablished within the State succeeding the Territory from
which such record is or may be pending, or to the su-
preme court of such State, as the nature of the case may
require: Provided, That the mandate of execution or of
further proceedings shall, in cases arising in the Terri-
tory of Dakota, be directed by the Supreme Court of the
United States to the circuit or district court of the dis-
trict of South Dakota, or to the supreme court of the
State of South Dakota, or to the circuit or district court
of the district of North Dakota, or to the supreme court
of the State of North Dakota, or to the supreme court of
the Territory of North Dakota, as the nature of the case
may require. And each of the circuit, district, and State
courts, herein named, shall, respectively, be the succes-
sor of the supreme court of the Territory, as to all such
cases arising within the limits embraced within the ju-
risdiction of such courts respectively with full power to
proceed with the same, and award mesne or final process
therein; and that from all judgments and decrees of the
supreme court of either of the Territories mentioned in
this act, in any case arising within the limits of any of
the proposed States prior to admission, the parties to
such judgment shall have the same right to prosecute
appeals and writs of error to the Supreme Court of the
United States as they shall have had by law prior to the
admission of said State into the Union.

SEc. 23. That in respect to all cases, proceedings, and
matters now pending in the supreme or district courts of
either of the Territories mentioned in this act at the time
of the admission into the Union of either of the States
mentioned in this act, and arising within the limits of
any such State, whereof the circuit or district courts by
this act established might have had jurisdiction under
the laws of the United States had such courts existed at
the time of the commencement of such cases, the said
circuit and district courts, respectively, shall be the suc-
cessors of said supreme and district courts of said Terri-
tory; and in respect to all other cases, proceedings and
matters pending in the supreme or district courts of any
of the Territories mentioned in this act at the time of the
admission of such Territory into the Union, arising
within the limits of said proposed State, the courts es-
tablished by such State shall, respectively, be the suc-
cessors of said supreme and district Territorial courts;
and all the files, records, indictments, and proceedings
relating to any such cases, shall be transferred to such
circuit, district, and State courts, respectively, and the
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same shall be proceeded with therein in due course of
law; but no writ, action, indictment, cause or proceeding
now pending, or that prior to the admission of any of the
States mentioned in this act, shall be pending in any
Territorial court in any of the Territories mentioned in
this act, shall abate by the admission of any such State
into the Union, but the same shall be transferred and
proceeded with in the proper United States circuit, dis-
trict or State court, as the case may be: Provided, how-
ever, That in all civil actions, causes, and proceedings, in
which the United States is not a party, transfers shall
not be made to the circuit and district courts of the
United States, except upon written request of one of the
parties to such action or proceeding filed in the proper
court; and in the absence of such request such cases shall
be proceeded with in the proper State courts.

SEC. 24. That the constitutional conventions may, by
ordinance, provide for the election of officers for full
State governments, including members of the legisla-
tures and Representatives in the fifty—first Congress; but
said State governments shall remain in abeyance until
the States shall be admitted into the Union, respectively,
as provided in this act. In case the constitution of any of
said proposed States shall be ratified by the people, but
not otherwise, the legislature thereof may assemble, or-
ganize, and elect two senators of the United States; and
the governor and secretary of state of such proposed
State shall certify the election of the Senators and Rep-
resentatives in the manner required by law; and when
such State is admitted into the Union, the Senators and
Representatives shall be entitled to be admitted to seats
in Congress, and to all the rights and privileges of Sena-
tors and Representatives of other States in the Congress
of the United States; and the officers of the State gov-
ernments formed in pursuance of said constitutions, as
provided by the constitutional conventions, shall proceed
to exercise all the functions of such State officers; and all
laws in force made by said Territories, at the time of
their admission into the Union, shall be in force in said
States, except as modified or changed by this act or by
the constitutions of the States, respectively.

Sec. 25. That all acts or parts of acts in conflict with
the provisions of this act, whether passed by the legisla-
tures of said Territories or by Congress, are hereby

repealed.
Approved, February 22, 1889. [25 U.S. Statutes at Large, c 180
p 676.]
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON

This Constitution was framed by a convention of seventy—five
delegates, chosen by the people of the Territory of Washington
at an election held May 14, 1889, under section 3 of the En-
abling Act. The convention met at Olympia on the fourth day of
July, 1889, and adjourned on the twenty-second day of August,
1889. The Constitution was ratified by the people at an election
held on October 1, 1889, and on November 11, 1889, in accord-
ance with section 8 of the Enabling Act, the president of the
United States proclaimed the admission of the State of
Washington into the Union.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

(A) Constitution of the State of Washington
(B) Constitutional Amendments (in order of adoption)
(C) Index to State Constitution.

In part (A), for convenience of the reader, the latest
constitutional amendments have been integrated with the
currently effective original sections of the Constitution
with the result that the Constitution is herein presented
in its currently amended form.

All current sections, whether original sections or con-
stitutional amendments, are carried in Article and sec-
tion order and are printed in regular type.

Following each section which has been amended, the
original section and intervening amendments (if any) are
printed in italics.

Appended to each amendatory section is a history
note stating the amendment number and date of its ap-
proval as well as the citation to the session law wherein
may be found the legislative measure proposing the
amendment; e.g. "[AMENDMENT 27, 1951 House
Joint Resolution No. 8, p 961. Approved November 4,
1952.]"

In part (B), the constitutional amendments are also
printed separately, in order of their adoption.

(A) Constitution of the State of Washington
PREAMBLE
Article [ —DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
Sections

1 Political power.

Supreme law of the land.

Personal rights.

Right of petition and assemblage.

Freedom of speech.

Oaths—Mode of administering.

Invasion of private affairs or home prohibited.
Irrevocable privilege, franchise or immunity
prohibited.

9 Rights of accused persons.

10 Administration of justice.

11 Religious freedom.

12 Special privileges and immunities prohibited.
13 Habeas corpus.

14 Excessive bail, fines and punishments.

15 Convictions, effect of.

VUV EWN
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16 Eminent domain.
17 Imprisonment for debt.
18 Military power, limitation of.
19 Freedom of elections.
20 Bail, when authorized.
21 Trial by jury.
22 Rights of the accused.
23  Bill of attainder, ex post facto law, etc.
24 Right to bear arms.
25 Prosecution by information.
26 Grand jury.
27 Treason, defined, etc.
28 Hereditary privileges abolished.
29 Constitution mandatory.
30 Rights reserved.
31 Standing army.
32 Fundamental principles.
33 Recall of elective officers.
34 Same.
Article I—LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT
Sections
1 Legislative powers, where vested.
1(a) Initiative and referendum, signatures required.
2 House of representatives and senate.
3 The census.
4 Election of representatives and term of office.
5 Elections, when to be held.
6 Election and term of office of senators.
7 Qualifications of legislators.
8 Judges of their own election and qualification—
Quorum.
9 Rules of procedure.
10 Election of officers.
11 Journal, publicity of meetings—Adjournments.
12 Sessions, when—Duration.
13 Limitation on members holding office in the state.
14 Same, federal or other office.
15 Vacancies in legislature and in partisan county
elective office.
16 Privileges from arrest.
17 Freedom of debate.
18 Style of laws.
19 Bill to contain one subject.
20 Origin and amendment of bills.
21 Yeas and nays.
22 Passage of bills.
23 Compensation of members.
24 Lotteries and divorce.
25 Extra compensation prohibited.
26 Suits against the state.
27 Elections—Viva voce vote.
28 Special legislation.
29 Convict labor.
30 Bribery or corrupt solicitation.
31 Laws, when to take effect.
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32 Laws, how signed.
33 Alien ownership.
34 Bureau of statistics, agriculture and immigration.
35 Protection of employees.
36 When bills must be introduced.
37 Revision or amendment.
38 Limitation on amendments.
39 Free transportation to public officer prohibited.
40 Highway funds.
41 Laws, effective date, initiative, referendum—
Amendment or repeal.
42 Governmental continuity during emergency periods.
43 Redistricting.
Article III—THE EXECUTIVE
Sections
1 Executive department.
2 Governor, term of office.
3 Other executive officers, terms of office.
4 Returns of elections, canvass, etc.
5 General duties of governor.
6 Messages.
7 Extra legislative sessions.
8 Commander—in—chief.
9 Pardoning power.
10 Vacancy in office of governor.
11 Remission of fines and forfeitures.
12 Veto powers.
13 Vacancy in appointive office.
14 Salary.
15 Commissions, how issued.
16 Lieutenant governor, duties and salary.
17 Secretary of state, duties and salary.
18 Seal.
19 State treasurer, duties and salary.
20 State auditor, duties and salary.
21 Attorney general, duties and salary.
22 Superintendent of public instruction, duties and
salary.
23 Commissioner of public lands—Compensation.
24 Records, where kept, etc.
25 Qualifications, compensation, offices which may be
abolished.
Article IV—THE JUDICIARY
Sections
1 Judicial power, where vested.
2 Supreme court.

2(a) Temporary performance of judicial duties.

3

Election and terms of supreme judges.

3(a) Retirement of supreme court and superior court

=i -BEN Bo NV, I N

judges.

Jurisdiction.

Superior court—Election of judges, terms of, etc.
Jurisdiction of superior courts.

Exchange of judges—Judge pro tempore.
Absence of judicial officer.

Removal of judges, attorney general, etc.
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10 Justices of the peace.

11 Courts of record.

12 Inferior courts.

13 Salaries of judicial officers—How paid, etc.

14 Salaries of supreme and superior court judges.

15 Ineligibility of judges.

16 Charging juries.

17 Eligibility of judges.

18 Supreme court reporter.

19 Judges may not practice law.

20 Decisions, when to be made.

21 Publication of opinions.

22 Clerk of the supreme court.

23 Court commissioners.

24 Rules for superior courts.

25 Reports of superior court judges.

26 Clerk of the superior court.

27 Style of process.

28 Oath of judges.

29 Election of superior court judges.

30 Court of appeals.

31 Commission on judicial conduct—Removal, cen-
sure, suspension, or retirement of judges or jus-
tices—Proceedings.

Article V—IMPEACHMENT

Sections

1 Impeachment—Power of and procedure.

2 Officers liable to.

3 Removal from office.
Article VI—ELECTIONS AND ELECTIVE RIGHTS
Sections

1 Qualifications of electors.

1A Voter qualifications for presidential elections.

2 School elections—Franchise, how extended.

3 Who disqualified.

4 Residence, contingencies affecting.

5 Voter—When privileged from arrest.

6 Ballot.

7 Registration.

8 Elections, time of holding.

Article VIIREVENUE AND TAXATION

Sections

1 Taxation.

2 Limitation on levies.

3 Taxation of federal agencies and property.

4 No surrender of power or suspension of tax on cor-
porate property.

5 Taxes, how levied.

6 Taxes, how paid.

7 Annual statement.

8 Tax to cover deficiencies.

9 Special assessments or taxation for local
improvements.

10 Retired persons property tax exemption.

Taxation based on actual use.
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Article VIIISTATE, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL

INDEBTEDNESS
Sections

State debt.

Powers extended in certain cases.

Special indebtedness, how authorized.
Moneys disbursed only by appropriations.
Credit not to be loaned.

Limitations upon municipal indebtedness.
Credit not to be loaned.

Port expenditures—Industrial development—
Promotion.

9 State building authority.

10 Residential energy conservation.

11 Agricultural commodity assessments—Develop-
ment, promotion, and hosting.

Article IX—EDUCATION

O ANV E WN—

Sections
1 Preamble.
2 Public school system.
3 Funds for support.
4 Sectarian control or influence prohibited.
5 Loss of permanent fund to become state debt.
Article X—MILITIA
Sections
1 Who liable to military duty.
2 Organization—Discipline—Officers—Power to call

out.

3 Soldiers' home.
4 Public arms.
5 Privilege from arrest.
6 Exemption from military duty.
Article XI—COUNTY, CITY AND TOWNSHIP
ORGANIZATION
Sections
1 Existing counties recognized.
2 County seats—Location and removal.
3 New counties.
4 County government and township organization.
5 County government.
6 Vacancies in township, precinct or road district

office.
7 Tenure of office limited to two terms.
8 Salaries and limitations affecting.
9 State taxes not to be released or commuted.
10 Incorporation of municipalities.
11 Police and sanitary regulations.
12 Assessment and collection of taxes in
municipalities.
13 Private property, when may be taken for public
debt.
14 Private use of public funds prohibited.
15 Deposit of public funds.
16 Combined city—county.
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Article XII—CORPORATIONS OTHER THAN
MUNICIPAL

Sections

—

Corporations, how formed.

Existing charters.

Existing charters not to be extended nor forfeiture
remitted.

Liability of stockholders.

Term "corporation,” defined—Right to sue and be
sued.

6 Limitations upon issuance of stock.

7 Foreign corporations.

8 Alienation of franchise not to release liabilities.

9 State not to loan its credit or subscribe for stock.
10 Eminent domain affecting.

11 Stockholder liability.

12 Receiving deposits by bank after insolvency.

13

14

15

16

w N

w S

Common carriers, regulation of.
Prohibition against combinations by carriers.
Prohibition against discriminating charges.
Prohibition against consolidating of competing
lines.

17 Rolling stock, personalty for purpose of taxation.

18 Rates for transportation.

19 Telegraph and telephone companies.

20 Prohibition against free transportation for public
officers.

21 Express companies.

22 Monopolies and trusts.

Article XIII—STATE INSTITUTIONS
Sections
1 Educational, reformatory and penal institutions.
Article XIV—SEAT OF GOVERNMENT
Sections

1 State capital, location of.
2 Change of state capital.
3 Restrictions on appropriations for capitol buildings.

Article XV—HARBORS AND TIDE WATERS
Sections

1 Harbor line commission and restraint on
disposition.

2 Leasing and maintenance of wharves, docks, etc.

3 Extension of streets over tide lands.

Article XVI—SCHOOL AND GRANTED LANDS

Sections
1 Disposition of.
2 Manner and terms of sale.
3 Limitations on sales.
4 How much may be offered in certain cases—Plat-

ting of.
5 Investment of permanent common school fund.
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Article XVII—TIDE LANDS
Sections

1 Declaration of state ownership.
2 Disclaimer of certain lands.

Article XVIII—STATE SEAL
Sections
1 Seal of the state.
Article XIX—EXEMPTIONS
Sections
1 Exemptions—Homesteads, etc.

Article XX—PUBLIC HEALTH AND VITAL
STATISTICS

Sections

1 Board of health and bureau of vital statistics.
2 Regulations concerning medicine, surgery and
pharmacy.

Article XXI—WATER AND WATER RIGHTS
Sections
1 Public use of water. .
Article XXII—LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT
Sections

1 Senatorial apportionment.
2 Apportionment of representatives.

Article XXIII—AMENDMENTS
Sections

1 How made.
2 Constitutional conventions.
3 Submission to the people.

Article XXIV—BOUNDARIES
Sections
1 State boundaries.
Article XXV—JURISDICTION
Sections
1 Authority of the United States.

Article XXVI—COMPACT WITH THE UNITED
STATES

Article XXVII—SCHEDULE
Sections

1 Existing rights, actions and contracts saved.
Laws in force continued.

Debts, fines, etc., to inure to the state.
Recognizances.

Criminal prosecutions and penal actions.
Retention of territorial officers.
Constitutional officers, when elected.
Change of courts—Transfer of causes.
Seals of courts and municipalities.

VOO BAWN
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10 Probate court, transfer of.

11 Duties of first legislature.

12 Election contests for superior judges, how decided.

13 Representation in congress.

14 Duration of term of certain officers.

15 Election on adoption of Constitution, how to be
conducted.

16 When Constitution to take effect.

17 Separate articles.

18 Ballot.

19 Appropriation.

Article XXVIII—COMPENSATION OF STATE
OFFICERS

Sections

1 Salaries for legislators, elected state officials, and
judges—Independent commission—Referendum.

Article XXIX—INVESTMENTS OF PUBLIC
PENSION AND RETIREMENT FUNDS

Sections

1 May be invested as authorized by law.

Article XXX—COMPENSATION OF PUBLIC
OFFICERS

Sections
1 Authorizing compensation increase during term.

Article XXXI—SEX EQUALITY—RIGHTS AND
RESPONSIBILITY

Sections

1 Equality not denied because of sex.
2 Enforcement power of legislature.

Article XXXII—SPECIAL REVENUE FINANCING
Sections

1 Special revenue financing.

PREAMBLE

We, the people of the State of Washington, grateful
to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for our liberties,
do ordain this constitution.

ARTICLE 1
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

§ 1 POLITICAL POWER. All political power is in-
herent in the people, and governments derive their just
powers from the consent of the governed, and are estab-
lished to protect and maintain individual rights.

§ 2 SUPREME LAW OF THE LAND. The Consti-
tution of the United States is the supreme law of the
land.
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§ 3 PERSONAL RIGHTS. No person shall be de-
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of
law.

§ 4 RIGHT OF PETITION AND ASSEMBLAGE.
The right of petition and of the people peaceably to as-
semble for the common good shall never be abridged.

§ S FREEDOM OF SPEECH. Every person may
freely speak, write and publish on all subjects, being re-
sponsible for the abuse of that right.

§ 6 OATHS MODE OF ADMINISTERING.
The mode of administering an oath, or affirmation, shall
be such as may be most consistent with and binding
upon the conscience of the person to whom such oath, or
affirmation, may be administered.

§ 7 INVASION OF PRIVATE AFFAIRS OR
HOME PROHIBITED. No person shall be disturbed in
his private affairs, or his home invaded, without author-
ity of law.

§ 8 IRREVOCABLE PRIVILEGE, FRANCHISE
OR IMMUNITY PROHIBITED. No law granting ir-
revocably any privilege, franchise or immunity, shall be
passed by the legislature.

§ 9 RIGHTS OF ACCUSED PERSONS. No person
shall be compelled in any criminal case to give evidence
against himself, or be twice put in jeopardy for the same
offense.

§ 10 ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. Justice in
all cases shall be administered openly, and without un-
necessary delay.

§ 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. Absolute freedom of
conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief
and worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and
no one shall be molested or disturbed in person or prop-
erty on account of religion; but the liberty of conscience
hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse
acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent
with the peace and safety of the state. No public money
or property shall be appropriated for or applied to any
religious worship, exercise or instruction, or the support
of any religious establishment: Provided, however, That
this article shall not be so construed as to forbid the
employment by the state of a chaplain for such of the
state custodial, correctional and mental institutions as in
the discretion of the legislature may seem justified. No
religious qualification shall be required for any public
office or employment, nor shall any person be incompe-
tent as a witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion
on matters of religion, nor be questioned in any court of
justice touching his religious belief to affect the weight
of his testimony. [AMENDMENT 34, 1957 Senate Joint
Resolution No. 14, p 1299. Approved November 4,
1958.]

Amendment 4 (1904)—Art. 1 § 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM—Absolute
freedom of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief and
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Article I § 16

worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be
molested or disturbed in person or property on account of religion; but
the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to
excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent with the
peace and safety of the state. No public money or property shall be
appropriated for or applied to any religious worship, exercise or in-
struction, or the support of any religious establishment. Provided,
however, That this article shall not be so construed as to forbid the
employment by the state of a chaplain for the state penitentiary, and
for such of the state reformatories as in the discretion of the legislature
may seem justified. No religious qualification shall be required for any
public office or employment, nor shall any person be incompetent as a
witness or juror, in consequence of his opinion on matters of religion,
nor be questioned in any court of justice touching his religious belief to
affect the weight of his testimony. [AMENDMENT 4, 1903 p 283 § 1.
Approved November, 1904.]

Original text—Art. 1 § 11 RELIGIOUS FREEDOM—Absolute free-
dom of conscience in all matters of religious sentiment, belief, and
worship, shall be guaranteed to every individual, and no one shall be
molested or disturbed in person, or property, on account of religion,
but the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed
as to excuse acts of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with
the peace and safety of the state. No public money or property shall be
appropriated for, or applied to any religious worship, exercise or in-
struction, or the support of any religious establishment. No religious
qualification shall be required for any public office, or employment, nor
shall any person be incompetent as a witness, or juror, in consequ