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Transportation Planning in 
Washington State



Under current law (RCW 47.01.071) the Transportation Commission is required to prepare a 
comprehensive and balanced statewide transportation plan consistent with the state's growth 
management goals and based on the transportation policy goals provided under (RCW 47.04.280).

Under the law, the Plan must:
• Reflect the priorities of government developed by OFM
• Address regional needs including multimodal planning
• Establish a vision for the statewide system
• Recommend policies and strategies that support the development and maintenance of a comprehensive 

and balanced statewide transportation system that will meet the needs of Washingtonians
• Be a product of an ongoing process involving interests and the general public from across the state
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The Purpose of a Statewide Transportation 
Policy Plan
• Preparing for Population Growth:  

Forecasts indicate that Washington will add an additional 2 
million residents by 2050, the equivalent of two more Seattle 
sized cities.  A long-range plan sets forth an overarching vision 
with strategies to proactively manage impacts, rather than 
react to them.

• Linking Housing & Transportation: 
An additional 1.1 million housing units will be needed by 2044
and half of these will need to be workforce and mixed income 
housing.  The Plan guides how we get there.

• Advancing a Unified Transportation Strategy:  
A long-range plan provides cohesive transportation strategies 
that unify regional efforts helping to avoid fragmented 
decision-making and bringing focus to a northern star all can 
aim for.
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Updating the 
Washington Transportation Plan



2023 Legislature provided funding and directed the Transportation 
Commission (WSTC) to update the Washington Transportation Plan 
as follows:

• Conduct stakeholder outreach, gathering input, and framing the 
outreach around the current plan's policy construct and high level
priorities, the 2022 transportation revenue package, and recently 
enacted significant policy legislation;

• Report outreach findings and results to the joint transportation 
committee for review and input; 

• Restructure the plan to primarily focus on high level policy 
priorities within the six transportation policy goals under RCW 
47.04.280 and align policies, strategies, and objectives with the 
interests of stakeholders and legislators;

• Gather further input from stakeholders and the joint 
transportation committee on the restructured plan's format and 
content; and

• Finalize the updated plan, based upon input from stakeholders 
and the joint transportation committee.

It Starts with Legislative Direction
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WTP Update Process

• Public & Partner Engagement
From 2023-25, the Commission conducted regional listening sessions, focus groups, numerous partner 
meetings, tribal outreach, and a statewide public survey.

• WTP Steering Committee
Regional agencies, WSDOT, and Governor’s office representatives, with invitations extended to JTC leaders, 
met frequently & there were multiple presentations to the Transportation Commission.

• JTC Review 
The JTC provided input on 
WTP in June 2024 and again 
in January 2025.  Individual 
legislators participated in 
meetings and focus groups 
throughout plan 
development. 
Thank you!



Partners Helped Build the Plan



Public Engagement Confirmed the Direction

Regional Public Meetings:  
6 meetings held in each region of the state supported 
in-depth discussions enabling regional specific 
feedback from community representatives, 
practitioners and the public across the state.  

Focus Groups on Key Topics:
4 focus groups drilled down on topics emerged from 
the public meetings (such as resiliency, sustainable 
funding, connecting communities and equity) and 
helped form the 3 priority areas of the plan.  

Both regional and focus group meetings brought 
together state experts, policy makers, practitioners, 
and the public. 
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WSDOT Regions



Washingtonians Sound Off

To ensure public input informed the plan, an online survey was conducted, 
and 3,311 responses were gathered which is a representative sample that is 
statistically valid and projectable.

Key findings from the survey:

• Public Satisfaction Levels  Most people feel the transportation system is mostly or 
completely meeting their needs.

• Fixing and improving roads and bridges is the top priority, while safer streets, less 
traffic, and seeking public input round out the top four priorities in terms of 
importance. 

• Regional differences show those in the Greater Seattle area give higher ratings to 
reducing traffic, as well as to public transit and eco-friendly transportation. 

• Those in Central and Eastern Washington found reducing traffic is less important 
and gave higher ratings to improving roads and bridges.
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What’s in the New Plan



Vision 2050

By 2050, Washington’s transportation system is sustainably 
funded, seamlessly integrated, and built on strong partnerships 
across all jurisdictions. It supports economic growth while 
meeting the urgent demands of climate and resiliency—
promoting innovation and improving public health and safety 
to enhance the quality of life for all Washingtonians, now and 
for generations to come.



Key Sections of the Plan

• Building the Future We Want - Provides 4 cross-
cutting themes that are echoed throughout the plan 
- collaboration, public-private partnerships, clean 
transportation, and expanded technology.

• Turning Policy into Action– Provides clear 
objectives and strategies to help meet the goals 
established in statute over the next 20 years. 

• The Road Ahead - Gives next steps for 
implementing strategies together and the critical 
need for increased collaboration.  



State Policy Goals serve as the Framework
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To promote and develop 
transportation systems that 
stimulate, support, and enhance 
the movement of people and 
goods to ensure a prosperous 
economy.

To maintain, preserve, and 
extend the life and utility of prior 
investments in transportation 
systems and services, including 
the state ferry system

To provide for and improve the 
safety and security of 
transportation customers and 
the transportation system.

Improve the predictable 
movement of goods and people 
throughout Washington state, 
including congestion relief and 
improved freight mobility.

To enhance Washington’s 
quality of life through 
transportation investments that 
promote energy conservation, 
enhance healthy communities, 
and protect the environment

To continuously improve the 
quality, effectiveness, 
resiliency, and efficiency of 
the transportation system.

SafetyPreservation 

Environment StewardshipMobility

Economic Vitality

RCW 47.04.280 – Transportation System Policy Goals

Preservation and safety to be the top priorities of all the state transportation policy goals - HB 1137, 2021, Amending 

RCW 47.04.280 



Establish Resilient and Reliable Systems
STATEWIDE GOALS: Economic Vitality & Environment

Develop Safe and Connected Communities
STATEWIDE GOALS: Safety & Mobility

Three Policy Priority Areas
Group Statutory policy goals for greater focus

Maintain Critical Transportation Assets     
STATEWIDE GOALS: Preservation & Stewardship
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Priority Area: Maintain Critical Transportation Assets

Washington state must work to adequately fund the preservation and maintenance of our essential 
transportation infrastructure, including roadways, bridges, railways, and transit assets, to ensure 
safety, reliability, and long-term efficacy of the transportation system.

State Policy Goals: Preservation & Stewardship



Priority Area: Develop Safe and Connected Communities
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State Policy Goals: Safety & Mobility

Washington state communities must be safe and well-connected by prioritizing transportation 
infrastructure that enhances mobility, accessibility, and safety. We should build and maintain 
transportation systems that minimize collisions and provide equitable access to all Washingtonians.



State Policy Goals: Economic Vitality & Environment

Priority Area: Establish Resilient and Reliable Systems

Washington state’s transportation system must be capable of responding and adapting to 
increasingly frequent and severe weather events.  Disruptions to travelers and freight routes must 
be minimized and delays, increased costs, and potential shortages associated with prolonged 
disruptions, reduced. 



20www.WATransportationPolicyPlan.com



The Website Provides an Interactive Experience
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• Connects State, Local & Regional Plans -
Provides a clickable list of local plans 
organized by county and regional agency 

• Resources for a Deeper Dive – Appendices 
include the statewide survey report and a 
crosswalk between policy goals, strategies 
and the Growth Management Act

• The full Plan – The WTP can be 
downloaded or read by clicking thru the 
easy-to-use, reader friendly and accessible 
format



Partners Sound Off

“Strong and productive state-local partnerships, technical assistance for cities, and adequate state-shared 
revenue will be essential in successfully implementing WTP Vision 2050. We look forward to working with the 

Commission to support those efforts and to continue to call attention to cities and towns’ distinct 
needs and the unique role that cities play in building and maintaining the state’s transportation system.” 

~ Association of Washington Cities

“We appreciate the Commission’s inclusive planning approach and encourage continued 
collaboration with county governments as the Vision 2050 plan is implemented.” 

~ County Road Administration Board

“Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) appreciated the collaborative process the 
Washington State Transportation Commission used to develop the Washington Transportation Plan Vision 
2050. Working with partner agencies to develop this vision results in a plan that better supports Washington’s 
wholistic goals for transportation planning.” 

~Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

“The Commission’s engaging, inclusive process gave regional and metropolitan planning 
organizations meaningful opportunities to share our needs and perspectives.” 

~Southwest Regional Transportation Council 



INCREASING WILDFIRE RISK
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• Annual average acres 
burned (WA DNR)
• 2000-2010: 127,000

• 2011-2024: 405,000

• Annual acres burned in 
Washington will increase 
3X by 2040s (Univ. of WA)

• Since the 1970s, the 
wildfire season in western 
states has extended from 
5 months to over 7 
months in length (USDA 
Climate Hub)
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Washington State Department of Natural Resources

Check out the Plan here:
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Thank you!

Contact:

Paula Reeves, AICP CTP

Senior Policy Analyst

Paula.Reeves@WSTC.WA.GOV
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