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Chapters 
1.04 The code.
1.08 Statute law committee (Code reviser).
1.12 Rules of construction.
1.16 General definitions.
1.20 General provisions.
1.40 State medal of merit.
1.50 Washington gift of life award.
1.60 Medal of valor.

Chapter 1.04 Chapter 1.04 RCW
1.04 THE CODE

THE CODE

Sections 

1.04.010 Revised Code of Washington enacted.
1.04.013 1950 Supplement enacted.
1.04.014 Numbering system adopted—Application.
1.04.015 Numbering new sections, chapters—Corrections.
1.04.016 Expansion of numbering system—Decimal factor.
1.04.020 Code as evidence of the law—Rule of construction—Effect of 

amendment.
1.04.021 Rule of construction—Prima facie law.
1.04.030 New laws to be added to code.
1.04.040 Code may be cited as "RCW."

Code reviser: Chapter 1.08 RCW.

Legislature to amend or repeal laws by reference to code numbers: RCW 
1.08.050.

Statute law committee: Chapter 1.08 RCW.

1.04.010
1.04.010 Revised Code of Washington enacted.1.04.010  Revised Code of Washington enacted.  The 

ninety-one titles with chapters and sections designated as the 
"Revised Code of Washington" and attested by the secretary 
of the senate and the chief clerk of the house of representa-
tives of the legislature of the state of Washington, are hereby 
enacted and designated as the "Revised Code of Washing-
ton." Said code is intended to embrace in a revised, consoli-
dated, and codified form and arrangement all the laws of the 
state of a general and permanent nature.  [1951 c 5 § 2; 1950 
ex.s. c 16 § 1.]
Creation of new code titles authorized, effect: RCW 1.08.015.

1.04.013
1.04.013 1950 Supplement enacted.1.04.013  1950 Supplement enacted.  The titles, chap-

ters, and sections designated as the "1950 Supplement to the 
Revised Code of Washington" attested by the secretary of the 
senate and the chief clerk of the house of representatives of 
the legislature of the state of Washington, and filed with the 
secretary of state, are hereby enacted and consolidated into 
and with the Revised Code of Washington. Said 1950 supple-
ment is intended to embrace (1) in a revised and codified 
form, all those laws of the state of Washington of a general 
and permanent nature enacted since January 1, 1949, (2) revi-
sion and recodification of certain of the titles, chapters, and 
sections of the revised code, and (3) application of a new sys-
tem of numbering to all of the sections and certain of the 
chapters of the revised code, subject to RCW 1.04.014. 
[1951 c 5 § 1.]

1.04.014
1.04.014 Numbering system adopted—Application.

1.04.014  Numbering system adopted—Application.
The system of numbering employed in the 1950 supplement 
is hereby adopted as the general system to be followed in des-
ignating sections of the revised code. Specific numbers, in 
accordance with such system, are authorized to be assigned to 
sections of the revised code as follows:

Those chapters and sections of the revised code 
expressly numbered or renumbered in the 1950 supplement 
are authorized to be numbered or renumbered to the new 
number respectively shown in the 1950 supplement. All other 
sections of the revised code now existing are authorized to be 
renumbered by tens according to the plan generally used in 
the 1950 supplement, using the number of the title, the new 
number, if any, of the chapter in which the section occurs, 
and adding the digit "0" to the terminal end of the number 
marking the position of the section within the chapter. The 
secretary of state shall, before publication of any laws 
enacted at this session of the legislature which are by their 
terms expressly amendatory of any section or sections con-
tained in the revised code or the 1950 supplement, renumber 
each section and correlate the numbers of sections so renum-
bered, in accordance with this provision, so that each such 
section when published bears or is referred to by its proper 
new number. The secretary of state, in publishing the session 
laws of this thirty-second session of the legislature shall use 
therein the applicable new numbers of the respective sections 
so renumbered.  [1951 c 5 § 3.]

1.04.015
1.04.015 Numbering new sections, chapters—Corrections.

1.04.015  Numbering new sections, chapters—Cor-
rections.  New chapters or sections added to the Revised 
Code of Washington (as supplemented or modified by the 
1950 supplement), as the result of laws enacted at this or sub-
sequent sessions of the legislature, shall be numbered in har-
mony with said general numbering system, and shall bear 
such respective numbers in accordance therewith as may be 
assigned by such official or agency as may be expressly 
authorized by law so to do.

This section shall not prohibit or prevent the correction 
by any such official or agency, of the number of any section 
of the revised code found clearly to be incorrectly numbered 
or incorrectly correlated with other sections as to number. 
[1951 c 5 § 4.]

1.04.016
1.04.016 Expansion of numbering system—Decimal factor.

1.04.016  Expansion of numbering system—Decimal 
factor.  It is the intent that under said numbering system the 
section factor of the section number shall be treated as a dec-
imal figure, and where new sections must hereafter in codify-
ing be inserted between sections then already consecutively 
numbered, the proper number for such new section shall be 
created by the insertion of an additional digit at the terminal 
end of the number of the section immediately preceding the 
location at which such new section is to be inserted.  [1951 c 
5 § 5.]
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1.04.020
1.04.020 Code as evidence of the law—Rule of construction—Effect of amendment.1.04.020  Code as evidence of the law—Rule of con-

struction—Effect of amendment.  The contents of the 
Revised Code of Washington, after striking therefrom sec-
tions repealed or superseded by laws of the state of Washing-
ton enacted since January 1, 1949, as the revised code is sup-
plemented or modified in the 1950 supplement, shall estab-
lish the laws of this state of a general and permanent nature in 
effect on January 1, 1951; except, that nothing herein shall be 
construed as changing the meaning of any such laws and, as 
a rule of construction, in case of any omissions or any incon-
sistency between any of the provisions of the revised code as 
so supplemented or modified and the laws existing immedi-
ately preceding this enactment, the previously existing laws 
shall control. Any section of the Revised Code of Washing-
ton (as supplemented or modified by the 1950 supplement) 
expressly amended by the legislature, including the entire 
context set out, shall, as so amended, constitute the law and 
the ultimate declaration of legislative intent.  [1951 c 5 § 6.]

1.04.021
1.04.021 Rule of construction—Prima facie law.1.04.021  Rule of construction—Prima facie law.  The 

contents of said code shall establish prima facie the laws of 
this state of a general and permanent nature in effect on Jan-
uary 1, 1949, but nothing herein shall be construed as chang-
ing the meaning of any such laws. In case of any omissions, 
or any inconsistency between any of the provisions of said 
code and the laws existing immediately preceding this enact-
ment, the previously existing laws shall control.  [1950 ex.s. 
c 16 § 2.]

1.04.030
1.04.030 New laws to be added to code.1.04.030  New laws to be added to code.  All laws of a 

general and permanent nature enacted after January 1, 1949, 
shall, from time to time, be incorporated into and become a 
part of said code.  [1950 ex.s. c 16 § 3.]

1.04.040
1.04.040 Code may be cited as "RCW."1.04.040  Code may be cited as "RCW."  The code 

may be cited by the abbreviation "RCW."  [1950 ex.s. c 16 § 
4.]

Chapter 1.08 Chapter 1.08 RCW
1.08 STATUTE LAW COMMITTEE

(CODE REVISER)

STATUTE LAW COMMITTEE
(CODE REVISER)

Sections 

1.08.001 Statute law committee created—Membership.
1.08.003 Terms of members—Filling vacancies.
1.08.005 Compensation and expenses of members.
1.08.007 Committee meetings.
1.08.011 Employment of code reviser and staff.
1.08.013 Code reviser defined.
1.08.015 Codification and revision of laws—Scope of revision.
1.08.016 Code correction—Committee orders.
1.08.017 Code reviser may omit certain provisions of legislative acts 

from code; may omit annotations after ten years.
1.08.020 Code index.
1.08.021 Historical records.
1.08.023 Annotations.
1.08.024 Inclusion in code of rules of court.
1.08.025 Improvement of statutes.
1.08.026 Examination of code—Hearings—Recommendations to legis-

lature.
1.08.027 Bill drafting service.
1.08.028 Opinions as to validity or constitutionality.
1.08.031 Information service to legislators.
1.08.033 Reviser's office location.
1.08.037 Publication of code—Specifications—Certificate of compli-

ance.
1.08.038 Publication, sale, and distribution of code and supplements—

Reprints.

1.08.039 Publication, sale, and distribution of code and supplements—
Contracts or other arrangements.

1.08.0392 Publication, sale, and distribution of code and supplements—
Statute law committee publications account created—Pur-
pose—Disbursements.

1.08.040 Certification—Official code—Prima facie evidence.
1.08.050 Amendment, repeal to include code numbers—Assignment of 

code numbers.
1.08.060 Loans and exchanges of codes and supplements.
1.08.070 Legislators to receive codes and supplements on digital media 

without charge.
1.08.080 Statute law committee publications to be permanently avail-

able in digital form on legislative web sites.
1.08.110 Publication of Washington State Register—Rule-making 

authority.
1.08.112 Report on rule-making activity.
1.08.120 Substitution of words designating department or secretary of 

transportation.
1.08.130 Gender neutral language—Code improvement.

Administrative procedures, reviser's powers and duties: Chapter 34.05 
RCW.

Statute law committee to publish session laws: Chapter 44.20 RCW.

Voter registration, copy of statewide computer tape provided to statute law 
committee: RCW 29A.08.760.

1.08.001
1.08.001 Statute law committee created—Membership.

1.08.001  Statute law committee created—Member-
ship.  There is created a permanent statute law committee 
consisting of eleven members as follows:

(1) The secretary of the senate, ex officio;
(2) Two members of the senate, one from each of the two 

largest caucuses in the senate, appointed by the president of 
the senate;

(3) The chief clerk of the house of representatives, ex 
officio;

(4) Two members of the house of representatives, one 
from each of the two largest caucuses in the house of repre-
sentatives, appointed by the speaker of the house of represen-
tatives;

(5) The staff director of the nonpartisan professional 
committee staff of the senate, ex officio;

(6) The staff director of the nonpartisan professional 
committee staff of the house of representatives, ex officio;

(7) A lawyer admitted to practice in this state, appointed 
by the board of governors of the Washington State Bar Asso-
ciation;

(8) A judge of the supreme court or a lawyer who has 
been admitted to practice in this state, appointed by the chief 
justice of the supreme court; and

(9) A lawyer staff member of the governor's office or a 
state agency, appointed by the governor.

All such initial appointments shall be made within thirty 
days of May 11, 2005.  [2005 c 409 § 1; 1967 ex.s. c 124 § 1; 
1959 c 95 § 1; 1955 c 235 § 1; 1953 c 257 § 1; 1951 c 157 § 
1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.08.003
1.08.003 Terms of members—Filling vacancies.

1.08.003  Terms of members—Filling vacancies.  The 
term of the member of the committee appointed by the State 
Bar Association, shall be for two years.

The term of any ex officio member expires upon expira-
tion of tenure of the position by virtue of which he or she is a 
member of the committee. The remaining members of the 
committee shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing 
authority. Vacancies shall be filled by designation, appoint-
ment, or ex officio in the same manner as for the member so 
vacating, and if a vacancy results other than from expiration 
[Title 1 RCW—page 2] (2016 Ed.)



Statute Law Committee (Code Reviser) 1.08.016
of a term, the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term. 
[2005 c 409 § 2; 1959 c 95 § 2; 1955 c 235 § 2; 1953 c 257 § 
2; 1951 c 157 § 2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.08.0051.08.005 Compensation and expenses of members.

1.08.005  Compensation and expenses of members.
For attendance at meetings of the committee or in attending 
to such other business of the committee as may be authorized 
thereby, each legislative member of the committee shall 
receive the per diem and travel allowances provided for such 
members by RCW 44.04.120, and each other member shall 
be compensated in accordance with RCW 43.03.240 and 
shall be reimbursed for travel expenses in accordance with 
RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060.  [1984 c 287 § 6; 1969 c 21 § 
1; 1951 c 157 § 3.]

Legislative findings—Severability—Effective date—1984 c 287: See 
notes following RCW 43.03.220.

1.08.0071.08.007 Committee meetings.

1.08.007  Committee meetings.  The committee shall 
from time to time elect a chair from among its members and 
adopt rules to govern its procedures. Four members of the 
committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
any business but no proceeding of the committee shall be 
valid unless carried by the vote of a majority of the members 
present. The code reviser or a member of his or her staff shall 
act as secretary of the committee.  [2011 c 336 § 1; 2005 c 
409 § 3; 1953 c 257 § 3; 1951 c 157 § 4.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.08.0111.08.011 Employment of code reviser and staff.

1.08.011  Employment of code reviser and staff.  The 
committee shall employ on behalf of the state and from time 
to time fix the compensation of a competent code reviser, 
with power to terminate any such employment at any time. 
The committee shall also employ on behalf of the state and 
fix the compensation of such additional legal and clerical 
assistance to the code reviser as may reasonably be required 
under this chapter. The committee shall have general supervi-
sion and control over the functions and performance of the 
code reviser.  [2005 c 409 § 4; 1951 c 157 § 5.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.08.0131.08.013 Code reviser defined.

1.08.013  Code reviser defined.  Code reviser shall 
mean any lawyer or law publisher employing competent law-
yers, each deemed by the committee to be qualified to com-
pile the statutory law of the state of Washington as enacted by 
the legislature into a code or compilation of laws by title, 
chapter and section, without substantive change or alteration 
of purpose or intent.  [1951 c 157 § 6.]

1.08.0151.08.015 Codification and revision of laws—Scope of revision.

1.08.015  Codification and revision of laws—Scope of 
revision.  Subject to such general policies as may be promul-
gated by the committee and to the general supervision of the 
committee, the reviser shall:

(1) Codify for consolidation into the Revised Code of 
Washington all laws of a general and permanent nature here-
tofore or hereafter enacted by the legislature, and assign per-
manent numbers as provided by law to all new titles, chap-
ters, and sections so added to the revised code.

(2) Edit and revise such laws for such consolidation, to 
the extent deemed necessary or desirable by the reviser and 

without changing the meaning of any such law, in the follow-
ing respects only:

(a) Make capitalization uniform with that followed gen-
erally in the revised code.

(b) Make chapter or section division and subdivision 
designations uniform with that followed in the revised code.

(c) Substitute for the term "this act," where necessary, 
the term "section," "part," "code," "chapter," or "title," or ref-
erence to specific section or chapter numbers, as the case may 
require.

(d) Substitute for reference to a section of an "act," the 
proper code section number reference.

(e) Substitute for "as provided in the preceding section" 
and other phrases of similar import, the proper code section 
number references.

(f) Substitute the proper calendar date for "effective date 
of this act," "date of passage of this act," and other phrases of 
similar import.

(g) Strike out figures where merely a repetition of writ-
ten words, and substitute, where deemed advisable for unifor-
mity, written words for figures.

(h) Rearrange any misplaced statutory material, incorpo-
rate any omitted statutory material as well as correct manifest 
errors in spelling, and manifest clerical or typographical 
errors, or errors by way of additions or omissions.

(i) Correct manifest errors in references, by chapter or 
section number, to other laws.

(j) Correct manifest errors or omissions in numbering or 
renumbering sections of the revised code.

(k) Rearrange the order of sections to conform to such 
logical arrangement of subject matter as may most generally 
be followed in the revised code, and alphabetize definition 
sections, when to do so will not change the meaning or effect 
of such sections.

(l) Change the wording of section captions, if any, and 
provide captions to new chapters and sections.

(m) Strike provisions manifestly obsolete.
(3) Create new code titles, chapters, and sections of the 

Revised Code of Washington, or otherwise revise the title, 
chapter and sectional organization of the code, all as may be 
required from time to time, to effectuate the orderly and log-
ical arrangement of the statutes. Such new titles, chapters, 
and sections, and organizational revisions, shall have the 
same force and effect as the ninety-one titles originally 
enacted and designated as the "Revised Code of Washington" 
pursuant to the code adoption acts codified in chapter 1.04 
RCW.  [2009 c 186 § 1; (2011 c 74 § 801 repealed by 2012 c 
214 § 1601); 1961 c 246 § 1; 1953 c 257 § 4; 1951 c 157 § 7.]

Application—Effective date—2011 c 74: See notes following RCW 
62A.9A-102.

1.08.0161.08.016 Code correction—Committee orders.

1.08.016  Code correction—Committee orders.  The 
committee may at any time by order correct any section or 
portion of the code in any of the respects enumerated in RCW 
1.08.015. Orders shall be numbered consecutively and signed 
by the committee chair and each order shall be followed by 
an explanatory note reciting the reason therefor.

Unless otherwise prescribed in the orders, each shall 
become effective ninety days after:

(1) Signing of the order; and
(2016 Ed.) [Title 1 RCW—page 3]



1.08.017 Title 1 RCW:  General Provisions
(2) Filing a summary thereof with the board of governors 
of the state bar association; and

(3) The filing thereof with the secretary of state.  [2011 c 
336 § 2; 1953 c 257 § 5.]

1.08.017
1.08.017 Code reviser may omit certain provisions of legislative acts from code; may omit annotations after ten years.

1.08.017  Code reviser may omit certain provisions of 
legislative acts from code; may omit annotations after ten 
years.  (1) The reviser may omit from the code all titles to 
acts, enacting and repealing clauses, preambles, declarations 
of emergency, severability, and validity and construction sec-
tions unless, in a particular instance, it may be necessary to 
retain such to preserve the full intent of the law. The omission 
of validity or construction sections is not intended to, nor 
shall it change, or be considered as changing, the effect to be 
given thereto in construing legislation of which such validity 
and construction sections were a part. Any section so omit-
ted, other than repealing, emergency, severability, or validity 
provisions, shall be referred to or set forth as an annotation to 
the applicable sections of the act as codified.

(2) The reviser may remove annotations that have 
appeared in the published Revised Code of Washington for 
more than ten years, unless in a particular instance, it may be 
necessary to retain such to preserve the full intent of the law. 
Any annotations removed under this subsection shall be 
retained and available in the electronic copy of the Revised 
Code of Washington available on the code reviser web site.

(3) Section captions, part headings, subheadings, tables 
of contents, and indexes appearing in legislative bills shall 
not be considered any part of the law, and the reviser may 
omit such provisions from the Revised Code of Washington 
and annotations unless, in a particular instance, it may be nec-
essary to retain such to preserve the full intent of the law. 
[2009 c 186 § 2; 1955 c 235 § 3; 1951 c 157 § 8.]

1.08.020
1.08.020 Code index.

1.08.020  Code index.  The reviser, as soon as practica-
ble, shall compile and thereafter maintain a comprehensive 
index and from time to time prepare for publication supple-
ments thereto.  [1953 c 257 § 7.]

1.08.021
1.08.021 Historical records.

1.08.021  Historical records.  The reviser shall prepare 
and maintain full historical records showing the enactment, 
amendment, revision, supersession, and repeal of the various 
sections of the revised code.  [1951 c 157 § 9.]

1.08.023
1.08.023 Annotations.

1.08.023  Annotations.  The reviser may prepare and 
maintain complete annotations of court decisions construing 
the statutes of this state.  [1951 c 157 § 10.]

1.08.024
1.08.024 Inclusion in code of rules of court.

1.08.024  Inclusion in code of rules of court.  The com-
mittee may provide for inclusion in the published sets of the 
code the rules of court promulgated by the supreme court. 
[1953 c 257 § 8.]

1.08.025
1.08.025 Improvement of statutes.

1.08.025  Improvement of statutes.  The committee, or 
the reviser with the approval of the committee, shall from 
time to time make written recommendations to the legislature 
concerning deficiencies, conflicts, or obsolete provisions in, 
and need for reorganization or revision of, the statutes, and 
shall prepare for submission to the legislature, legislation for 
the correction or removal of such deficiencies, conflicts or 
obsolete provisions, or to otherwise improve the form or sub-

stance of any portion of the statute law of this state as the 
public interest or the administration of the subject may 
require.

Such or similar projects may also be undertaken at the 
request of the legislature and legislative interim bodies and if 
such undertaking will not impede the other functions of the 
committee.

All such proposed legislation shall be annotated so as to 
show the purposes, reasons, and history thereof.  [1997 c 41 § 
1; 1983 c 52 § 2; 1959 c 95 § 3; 1951 c 157 § 11.]

1.08.026
1.08.026 Examination of code—Hearings—Recommendations to legislature.

1.08.026  Examination of code—Hearings—Recom-
mendations to legislature.  The committee also shall exam-
ine the revised code and from time to time submit to the leg-
islature proposals for enactment of the several titles, chapters 
and sections thereof, to the end that, as expeditiously as pos-
sible, the revised code, and each part thereof, shall constitute 
conclusive, rather than prima facie evidence of the law. Each 
such proposal shall be accompanied by explanatory matter. 
The committee may hold hearings concerning any such pro-
posal or concerning recommendations formulated or to be 
formulated in accordance with RCW 1.08.025. Proposals or 
recommendations approved by the committee shall be sub-
mitted to the chair of the house or senate judiciary committee 
at the commencement of the next succeeding session of the 
legislature.  [2011 c 336 § 3; 1959 c 95 § 4; 1953 c 257 § 9.]

1.08.027
1.08.027 Bill drafting service.

1.08.027  Bill drafting service.  The reviser shall be in 
charge of and shall at all times maintain an expert bill draft-
ing service for the use and benefit of the legislature, its com-
mittees and its members. Prior to any session thereof, the leg-
islature shall provide quarters convenient to both houses and 
shall augment the reviser's staff with such additional legal 
and clerical assistance as may be needed to carry out the bill 
drafting functions of the legislature and pay the cost of such 
additional staff. Such services shall be confidential and non-
partisan and no member of the bill drafting staff shall advo-
cate for or against any legislative measure.  [1953 c 257 § 6; 
1951 c 157 § 12.]
Initiative measures, review by code reviser: RCW 29A.72.020.

1.08.028
1.08.028 Opinions as to validity or constitutionality.

1.08.028  Opinions as to validity or constitutionality.
Neither the reviser nor any member of his or her staff shall be 
required to furnish any written opinion as to the validity or 
constitutionality of any proposed legislation, which he or she 
may be requested to draft or prepare, nor shall any member of 
the committee be required to pass upon the constitutionality 
of any matter submitted to it for consideration.  [2011 c 336 § 
4; 1955 c 235 § 4.]

1.08.031
1.08.031 Information service to legislators.

1.08.031  Information service to legislators.  The 
reviser shall, to the extent reasonably feasible through avail-
able facilities and public sources of information, provide 
objective and factual information in writing to and upon 
request of any member of the legislature relative to any mat-
ter which is or may be the subject of or involved in, legisla-
tion.  [1951 c 157 § 13.]

1.08.033
1.08.033 Reviser's office location.

1.08.033  Reviser's office location.  The department of 
public institutions shall provide suitable office and storage 
space and facilities for the reviser and his or her staff at 
[Title 1 RCW—page 4] (2016 Ed.)



Statute Law Committee (Code Reviser) 1.08.070
Olympia, at a location convenient to the legislature and to the 
state law library.  [2011 c 336 § 5; 1955 c 235 § 5; 1951 c 157 
§ 15.]

Reviser's note: Powers and duties of department of public institutions 
relating to housing of state agencies were repealed by 1955 c 195 § 3 and the 
director of general administration was vested with these powers and duties in 
1955 c 285 § 9. The director of general administration was renamed the 
director of enterprise services by 2011 1st sp.s. c 43 § 107.

1.08.037
1.08.037 Publication of code—Specifications—Certificate of compliance.

1.08.037  Publication of code—Specifications—Cer-
tificate of compliance.  The committee shall from time to 
time formulate specifications relative to the format, size and 
style of type, paper stock, number of volumes, method and 
quality of binding, contents, indexing, and general scope and 
character of footnotes, and annotations, if any, for any publi-
cation for general use of the revised code and supplements 
thereto. No such publication or the contents thereof, other 
than such temporary edition as may expressly be authorized 
by the legislature, shall be received as evidence of the laws of 
this state unless it complies with such specifications of the 
committee as are current at the time of publication, including 
compliance with the section numbering adopted by the 
reviser under supervision of the statute law committee. If a 
publication complies with such specifications, the committee 
shall furnish a certificate of such compliance, executed on 
behalf of the committee by its chair, to the publisher, and the 
certificate shall be reproduced at the beginning of each such 
volume or supplement.

Upon request of any publisher in good faith interested in 
publishing said code, the committee shall furnish a copy of its 
current specifications and shall not during the process of any 
bona fide publication of said code or supplements modify any 
such specifications, if such modification would result in 
added expense or material inconvenience to the publisher, 
without written concurrence therein by such publisher.  [2011 
c 336 § 6; 1955 c 235 § 6; 1953 c 257 § 14; 1951 c 157 § 14.]

1.08.038
1.08.038 Publication, sale, and distribution of code and supplements—Reprints.

1.08.038  Publication, sale, and distribution of code 
and supplements—Reprints.  The statute law committee 
shall publish, sell and distribute, and arrange for the publica-
tion, sale and distribution of the Revised Code of Washington 
and of supplements thereto and of such other materials as in 
their discretion may be incorporated in or appended to the 
code. They may republish, reprint or authorize the republish-
ing or reprinting of the code or any portion thereof.  [1955 c 
235 § 7; 1953 c 257 § 11.]

1.08.039
1.08.039 Publication, sale, and distribution of code and supplements—Contracts or other arrangements.

1.08.039  Publication, sale, and distribution of code 
and supplements—Contracts or other arrangements.  The 
committee may enter into contracts or otherwise arrange for 
the publication and/or distribution, provided for in RCW 
1.08.038, with or without calling for bids, by the department 
of enterprise services, upon specifications formulated under 
the authority of RCW 1.08.037, and upon such basis as the 
committee deems to be most expeditious and economical. 
Any such contract may be upon such terms as the committee 
deems to be most advantageous to the state and to potential 
purchasers of such publications. The committee shall fix 
terms and prices for such publications.  [2011 1st sp.s. c 43 § 
301; 1955 c 235 § 8; 1953 c 257 § 12.]

Effective date—Purpose—2011 1st sp.s. c 43: See notes following 
RCW 43.19.003.

1.08.0392
1.08.0392 Publication, sale, and distribution of code and supplements—Statute law committee publications account created—Purpose—Disbursements.

1.08.0392  Publication, sale, and distribution of code 
and supplements—Statute law committee publications 
account created—Purpose—Disbursements.  For the pur-
poses of financing the production and sale of such of its pub-
lications as in the judgment of the statute law committee may 
be advantageously financed by the use of revolving fund 
moneys, there is hereby created, and the committee is autho-
rized to maintain, a revolving fund to be known as statute law 
committee publications account. None of the provisions of 
RCW 43.01.050 shall be applicable to said fund nor to any 
moneys received or collected by the committee for publica-
tions financed by said fund.

All moneys shall be paid from said account by check or 
voucher in such form and in such manner as shall be pre-
scribed by the committee.  [1961 c 246 § 2.]

1.08.040
1.08.040 Certification—Official code—Prima facie evidence.

1.08.040  Certification—Official code—Prima facie 
evidence.  The Revised Code of Washington containing the 
certificate of the temporary code committee and any supple-
ment or addition thereto or reprint edition thereof, which con-
tains the certificate of the statute law committee referred to in 
RCW 1.08.037, shall be deemed official, and shall be prima 
facie evidence of the laws contained therein.  [1955 c 5 § 2; 
1953 c 257 § 15; 1951 c 157 § 16; 1941 c 149 § 3; Rem. Supp. 
1941 § 152-38.]

1.08.050
1.08.050 Amendment, repeal to include code numbers—Assignment of code numbers.

1.08.050  Amendment, repeal to include code num-
bers—Assignment of code numbers.  The legislature in 
amending or repealing laws shall include in such act refer-
ences to the code numbers of the law affected. The reviser 
shall assign code numbers to such permanent and general 
laws as are hereafter enacted at any legislative session.  [1959 
c 95 § 5; 1955 c 5 § 3; 1951 c 157 § 17. Prior: (i) 1941 c 149 
§ 4; Rem. Supp. 1941 § 152-39. (ii) 1947 c 282 § 1; Rem. 
Supp. 1947 § 152-40.]

1.08.060
1.08.060 Loans and exchanges of codes and supplements.

1.08.060  Loans and exchanges of codes and supple-
ments.  The committee may loan sets of the code and materi-
als supplemental thereto

(1) for the use of senate committees, a quantity as 
required by advice from the secretary of the senate, not to 
exceed twenty-five sets;

(2) for use of the house committees, a quantity as 
required by advice from the chief clerk of the house, not to 
exceed thirty-five sets;

(3) to the state law library for library use;
(4) for use of the reviser's office, as required;
(5) for use of recognized news reporting services main-

taining permanent offices at the capitol, three sets.
The committee may exchange copies of RCW for codes 

or compilations of other states.  [1982 1st ex.s. c 32 § 6; 1953 
c 257 § 10.]

1.08.070
1.08.070 Legislators to receive codes and supplements on digital media without charge.

1.08.070  Legislators to receive codes and supple-
ments on digital media without charge.  Each member of 
the legislature may receive one set of the Revised Code of 
Washington on digital media without charge. All persons 
receiving codes under this section may receive supplements 
to the code on digital media free of charge, during their term 
of office as a member or officer of the legislature.  [2011 c 
156 § 2; 1955 c 235 § 9.]
(2016 Ed.) [Title 1 RCW—page 5]



1.08.080 Title 1 RCW:  General Provisions
Purpose—Finding—Intent—2011 c 156: See note following RCW 
1.08.080.

1.08.080
1.08.080 Statute law committee publications to be permanently available in digital form on legislative web sites.

1.08.080  Statute law committee publications to be 
permanently available in digital form on legislative web 
sites.  Current digital copies of the Revised Code of Wash-
ington, the Washington Administrative Code, the Washing-
ton State Register, and the session laws of the Washington 
state legislature shall be maintained and made freely avail-
able for permanent public access on the code reviser or legis-
lative web site. All historical digital copies added to the web 
site shall be made freely available for permanent public 
access.

The statute law committee shall provide digital authenti-
cation for any publication in a digital format that is declared 
official, if in the discretion of the committee such authentica-
tion does not interfere with public access.  [2011 c 156 § 3.]

Purpose—Finding—Intent—2011 c 156: "The purpose of this act is to 
promote widespread access to legal and public information materials pro-
duced by the statute law committee in both digital and print formats while 
responding to a changing marketplace where sale of paper copies no longer 
supports the printing of copies intended for free distribution.

The legislature finds that web-based access to these materials has 
become the most popular and efficient method of access by the public, state 
agencies and local governments, and the legal community and that perma-
nent public access to these web-based materials shall be maintained and pre-
served. The statute law committee shall also make it a priority to provide rea-
sonably priced print alternatives to the public, state agencies and local gov-
ernments, and libraries.

The legislature intends that the statute law committee have additional 
discretion to distribute its publications using the most efficient methods and 
technologies available and to use less expensive formats for the delivery of 
free copies to state and local agencies when appropriate." [2011 c 156 § 1.]

1.08.110
1.08.110 Publication of Washington State Register—Rule-making authority.

1.08.110  Publication of Washington State Register—
Rule-making authority.  The statute law committee, in addi-
tion to the other responsibilities enumerated in this chapter, 
shall publish the Washington State Register as created in 
RCW 34.08.020. The statute law committee or the code 
reviser may adopt rules as are necessary for the effective 
operation of this service. The statute law committee, in its 
discretion, may publish the Washington State Register exclu-
sively by electronic means on the code reviser web site if it 
determines that public access to the Washington State Regis-
ter is not substantially diminished. If the statute law commit-
tee publishes the Washington State Register exclusively by 
electronic means on the code reviser web site, the electronic 
copy posted on the code reviser web site shall be considered 
the official copy of the Washington State Register.

The code reviser shall provide a paper copy of any issue 
of the register or any register filing upon request. The code 
reviser may charge a reasonable fee for printing and mailing 
the paper copy.  [2007 c 456 § 2; 1977 ex.s. c 240 § 2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.08.112
1.08.112 Report on rule-making activity.

1.08.112  Report on rule-making activity.  (1) The 
code reviser shall compile and publish on a quarterly basis a 
report on state agency rule-making activity. The report shall 
summarize the following information by agency and by type 
of activity for new, amended, and repealed rules adopted by 
state agencies pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW:

(a) The number adopted, proposed for adoption, and 
withdrawn;

(b) The number adopted as emergency rules;

(c) The number adopted in order to comply with federal 
statute, with federal rules or standards, and with recently 
enacted state statutes;

(d) The number adopted at the request of a nongovern-
mental entity;

(e) The number adopted on an agency's own initiative;
(f) The number adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or 

reform agency procedures;
(g) The number of petitions for review of rules received 

by agencies;
(h) The number of rules appealed to superior court; and
(i) The number adopted using negotiated rule making, 

pilot rule making, or other alternative rule-making mecha-
nisms.

(2) For purposes of the report required by this section, 
each Washington State Register filing section shall be con-
sidered as a separate rule. The code reviser may adopt rules 
necessary to implement this section. To the maximum extent 
practicable, the code reviser shall use information supplied 
on forms provided by state agencies pursuant to chapter 
34.05 RCW to prepare the report required by this section. 
[1995 c 403 § 704.]

Findings—Short title—Intent—1995 c 403: See note following RCW 
34.05.328.

1.08.120
1.08.120 Substitution of words designating department or secretary of transportation.

1.08.120  Substitution of words designating depart-
ment or secretary of transportation.  For purposes of har-
monizing and clarifying the provisions of the statute sections 
published in the revised code of Washington, the code reviser 
may substitute words designating the department of transpor-
tation or the secretary of transportation, as appropriate, when-
ever necessary to effect the changes in meaning provided for 
in RCW 47.68.015 and 47.04.015 or any other act of the 1977 
legislature.  [1977 ex.s. c 151 § 24.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.08.130
1.08.130 Gender neutral language—Code improvement.

1.08.130  Gender neutral language—Code improve-
ment.  The office of the code reviser, in consultation with the 
statute law committee, shall develop and implement a plan to 
correct gender-specific references throughout the Revised 
Code of Washington, submitting recommendations to the 
legislature annually pursuant to RCW 1.08.025. The revision 
shall be complete by June 30, 2015.  [2007 c 218 § 97.]

Intent—Finding—2007 c 218: "It is the intent of the legislature to 
make technical changes throughout chapters 41.08, 41.12, 41.16, and 41.18 
RCW with regard to gender-specific terminology. The legislature finds that 
gender-neutral terms must be used in accordance with RCW 44.04.210. This 
act is technical in nature and no substantive legal changes are intended or 
implied." [2007 c 218 § 1.]

Chapter 1.12 Chapter 1.12 RCW
1.12 RULES OF CONSTRUCTION

RULES OF CONSTRUCTION

Sections 

1.12.010 Code to be liberally construed.
1.12.020 Statutes continued, when.
1.12.025 Construction of multiple amendments to statutes—Publica-

tion—Decodification of repealed sections.
1.12.026 Construction of statutes—Retrospective application.
1.12.028 Construction of statutes—Internal references as including 

amendments thereto.
1.12.040 Computation of time.
1.12.050 Number and gender.
1.12.060 Certified mail—Use—Electronic return receipts authorized.
[Title 1 RCW—page 6] (2016 Ed.)



Rules of Construction 1.12.070
1.12.070 Reports, claims, tax returns, remittances, etc.—Filing.
1.12.080 Construction of statutes—Domestic relations—Exceptions.

1.12.0101.12.010 Code to be liberally construed.

1.12.010  Code to be liberally construed.  The provi-
sions of this code shall be liberally construed, and shall not be 
limited by any rule of strict construction.  [1891 c 23 § 1, part; 
Code 1881 §§ 758, 1686; 1877 p 153 § 763; 1854 p 221 § 
504; RRS § 144.]

Reviser's note: (1) This section is a part of 1891 c 23 § 1. The introduc-
tory phrase of that section provides: "The following provisions relative to the 
construction of statutes shall be rules of construction and shall constitute a 
part of the code of procedure of this state:"

(2) This section was originally section 504 of the 1854 statute entitled 
"An act to regulate the practice and proceedings in civil actions." Section 504 
of the 1854 statute reads as follows: "The provisions of this act shall be lib-
erally construed and shall not be limited by any rule of strict construction." 
Identical language appears in Code of 1881 § 1686 relating to probate, and 
again in Code of 1881 § 758, being part of "An act to regulate the practice 
and proceedings in civil actions" except that in the latter instance the 1881 
codifier changed the words "this act" to read "this code."

1.12.0201.12.020 Statutes continued, when.

1.12.020  Statutes continued, when.  The provisions of 
a statute, so far as they are substantially the same as those of 
a statute existing at the time of their enactment, must be con-
strued as continuations thereof.  [1891 c 23 § 1, part; Code 
1881 §§ 761, 1292, 1681; RRS § 145.]

Reviser's note: This section is a part of 1891 c 23 § 1. The introductory 
phrase of that section provides: "The following provisions relative to the 
construction of statutes shall be rules of construction and shall constitute a 
part of the code of procedure of this state:".

Laws in force continued: State Constitution Art. 27 § 2.

1.12.0251.12.025 Construction of multiple amendments to statutes—Publication—Decodification of repealed sections.

1.12.025  Construction of multiple amendments to 
statutes—Publication—Decodification of repealed sec-
tions.  (1) If at any session of the legislature there are enacted 
two or more acts amending the same section of the session 
laws or of the official code, each amendment without refer-
ence to the others, each act shall be given effect to the extent 
that the amendments do not conflict in purpose, otherwise the 
act last filed in the office of the secretary of state in point of 
time, shall control: PROVIDED, That if one or more special 
sessions of the same legislature shall follow any regular ses-
sion, this rule of construction shall apply to the laws enacted 
at either, both, any, or all of such sessions.

(2) If a section of the session laws or of the official code 
is amended without reference to another amendment of the 
same section, the code reviser, in consultation with the statute 
law committee, may publish the section in the official code 
with all amendments incorporated therein. The publication of 
the section under this subsection shall occur only if the statute 
law committee determines that the amendments do not con-
flict in purpose or effect. Sections so published constitute 
prima facie evidence of the law but shall not be construed as 
changing the meaning of any such law.

The code reviser, in consultation with the statute law 
committee, may decodify a section of the official code which 
was repealed without reference to an amendment to the sec-
tion. The decodification of the section shall occur only if the 
statute law committee determines that the decodification does 
not conflict with the purpose of the amendment. Any decision 
of the code reviser, in consultation with the statute law com-
mittee, to incorporate amendments in the same section or to 
decodify a section which was both repealed and amended in 

the same session shall be clearly noted in the revised code of 
Washington.

If any conflict arises in the interpretation of a section 
published or decodified under this subsection, the session law 
sections shall control.  [1983 c 244 § 1; 1980 c 87 § 2; 1974 
ex.s. c 87 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 240 § 1; 1955 c 162 § 1.]

1.12.0261.12.026 Construction of statutes—Retrospective application.

1.12.026  Construction of statutes—Retrospective 
application.  The provisions of RCW 1.12.025 as now or 
hereafter amended shall apply retrospectively as well as pro-
spectively.  [1969 ex.s. c 240 § 2.]

1.12.0281.12.028 Construction of statutes—Internal references as including amendments thereto.

1.12.028  Construction of statutes—Internal refer-
ences as including amendments thereto.  If a statute refers 
to another statute of this state, the reference includes any 
amendments to the referenced statute unless a contrary intent 
is clearly expressed.  [1982 c 16 § 1.]

1.12.0401.12.040 Computation of time.

1.12.040  Computation of time.  The time within which 
an act is to be done, as herein provided, shall be computed by 
excluding the first day, and including the last, unless the last 
day is a holiday, Saturday, or Sunday, and then it is also 
excluded.  [1997 c 125 § 1; 1887 c 20 § 1; Code 1881 § 743; 
1854 p 219 § 486; RRS § 150.]
Rules of court: CR 6(a), RAP 18.6. Cf. RAP 18.22.

Reviser's note: This section has been enacted at various times as part of 
"An act to regulate the practice and proceedings in civil actions." However, 
Allen v. Morris, 87 Wash. 268, 274, 151 Pac. 827 (1915); State ex rel. Evans 
v. Superior Court, 168 Wash. 176, 179, 11 P. (2d) 229 (1932); State v. 
Levesque, 5 Wn. (2d) 631, 635, 106 P. (2d) 309 (1940); and State ex rel. 
Early v. Batchelor, 15 Wn. (2d) 149, 130 P. (2d) 72 (1942), treat this section 
as being of general application.

1.12.0501.12.050 Number and gender.

1.12.050  Number and gender.  Words importing the 
singular number may also be applied to the plural of persons 
and things; words importing the plural may be applied to the 
singular; and words importing the masculine gender may be 
extended to females also.  [1891 c 23 § 1, part; Code 1881 §§ 
756, 965, 1920; 1877 p 153 § 761; 1857 p 45 § 1; 1854 p 99 
§ 135 and p 221 § 502; RRS § 148.]

Reviser's note: This section is a part of 1891 c 23 § 1. The introductory 
phrase of that section provides: "The following provisions relative to the 
construction of statutes shall be rules of construction and shall constitute a 
part of the code of procedure of this state:".

Probate, number and gender: RCW 11.02.005.

Statutes in gender-neutral terms: RCW 44.04.210.

Wrongful death, number and gender: RCW 4.20.005.

1.12.0601.12.060 Certified mail—Use—Electronic return receipts authorized.

1.12.060  Certified mail—Use—Electronic return 
receipts authorized.  (1) Whenever the use of "registered" 
mail is authorized by this code, "certified" mail, with return 
receipt requested, may be used.

(2) Whenever the use of "certified mail with a return 
receipt requested" is authorized or required by this code, elec-
tronic return receipt delivery confirmation provided by the 
United States postal service may be used.  [2009 c 251 § 1; 
1961 c 204 § 1.]

1.12.0701.12.070 Reports, claims, tax returns, remittances, etc.—Filing.

1.12.070  Reports, claims, tax returns, remittances, 
etc.—Filing.  Except as otherwise specifically provided by 
law hereafter:
(2016 Ed.) [Title 1 RCW—page 7]



1.12.080 Title 1 RCW:  General Provisions
(1) Any report, claim, tax return, statement or other doc-
ument required to be filed with, or any payment made to the 
state or to any political subdivision thereof, which is (a) 
transmitted through the United States mail or private third-
party delivery service, shall be deemed filed and received by 
the state or political subdivision on the date shown by the 
post office or private third-party delivery service cancellation 
mark or shipping date stamped or affixed upon the envelope 
or other appropriate wrapper containing it; or (b) mailed via 
United States mail or sent by a private third-party delivery 
service but not received by the state or political subdivision, 
or where received and the cancellation mark or shipping date 
is illegible, erroneous, or omitted, shall be deemed filed and 
received on the date it was mailed if the sender establishes by 
competent evidence that the report, claim, tax return, state-
ment, remittance, or other document was deposited with a 
private third-party delivery service or in the United States 
mail on or before the date due for filing; and in cases of such 
nonreceipt of a report, tax return, statement, remittance, or 
other document required by law to be filed, the sender files 
with the state or political subdivision a duplicate within ten 
days after written notification is given to the sender by the 
state or political subdivision of its nonreceipt of such report, 
tax return, statement, remittance, or other document.

(2)(a) If any report, claim, tax return, statement, remit-
tance, or other document is sent by United States registered 
mail, certified mail or certificate of mailing, a record authen-
ticated by the United States post office of such registration, 
certification or certificate shall be considered competent evi-
dence that the report, claim, tax return, statement, remittance 
or other document was delivered to the addressee, and the 
date of registration, certification or certificate shall be 
deemed the postmarked date.

(b) If any report, claim, tax return, statement, remittance, 
or other document is sent via private third-party delivery ser-
vice, a record authenticated by the private third-party deliv-
ery service shall be considered competent evidence that the 
report, claim, tax return, statement, remittance, or other doc-
ument was delivered to the addressee, and the date of deposit 
with the private third-party delivery service shall be deemed 
the shipping date.

(3) If the date for filing any report, claim, tax return, 
statement, remittance, or other document falls upon a Satur-
day, Sunday or legal holiday, the filing shall be considered 
timely if performed on the next business day.  [2005 c 502 § 
1; 1967 c 222 § 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.12.080
1.12.080 Construction of statutes—Domestic relations—Exceptions.

1.12.080  Construction of statutes—Domestic rela-
tions—Exceptions.  For the purposes of this code and any 
legislation hereafter enacted by the legislature or by the peo-
ple, with the exception of chapter 26.04 RCW, the terms 
spouse, marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow, widower, 
next of kin, and family shall be interpreted as applying 
equally to state registered domestic partnerships or individu-
als in state registered domestic partnerships as well as to mar-
ital relationships and married persons, and references to dis-
solution of marriage shall apply equally to state registered 
domestic partnerships that have been terminated, dissolved, 
or invalidated, unless the legislation expressly states other-
wise and to the extent that such interpretation does not con-

flict with federal law. Where necessary to implement chapter 
521, Laws of 2009 and chapter 3, Laws of 2012, gender-spe-
cific terms such as husband and wife used in any statute, rule, 
or other law shall be construed to be gender neutral, and 
applicable to individuals in state registered domestic partner-
ships and spouses of the same sex.  [2012 c 3 § 13 (Referen-
dum Measure No. 74, approved November 6, 2012); 2011 c 9 
§ 2; 2009 c 521 § 3.]

Notice—2012 c 3: See note following RCW 26.04.010.

Chapter 1.16 Chapter 1.16 RCW
1.16 GENERAL DEFINITIONS

GENERAL DEFINITIONS

Sections 

1.16.020 "Fiscal biennium."
1.16.030 "Fiscal year"—School districts and other taxing districts.
1.16.040 "Folio."
1.16.050 "Legal holidays" and "legislatively recognized days"—Unpaid 

holidays for employees with appointments or contracts of 
less than twelve consecutive months.

1.16.060 "Month" or "months."
1.16.065 "Officer."
1.16.080 "Person"—Construction of "association," "unincorporated 

association," and "person, firm, or corporation" to include a 
limited liability company.

1.16.090 Legislative declaration for civil liberties day of remembrance.
1.16.100 Domestic relations terms—Exceptions.

1.16.020
1.16.020 "Fiscal biennium."1.16.020  "Fiscal biennium."  The fiscal biennium of 

the state shall commence on the first day of July in each odd-
numbered year and end on the thirtieth day of June of the next 
succeeding odd-numbered year. The fiscal biennium of those 
cities and towns which utilize a biennial budget shall com-
mence on the first day of January in each odd-numbered year 
and end on the thirty-first day of December of the next suc-
ceeding even-numbered year.  [1985 c 175 § 2; 1953 c 184 § 
2; 1923 c 86 § 1; RRS § 10927.]
Biennial reports: RCW 43.01.035.

Municipal biennial budgets: Chapters 35.34 and 35A.34 RCW.

1.16.030
1.16.030 "Fiscal year"—School districts and other taxing districts.1.16.030  "Fiscal year"—School districts and other 

taxing districts.  August 31st shall end the fiscal year of 
school districts and December 31st of all other taxing dis-
tricts.  [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 118 § 21; 1909 c 76 § 13; RRS § 
9963.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.16.040
1.16.040 "Folio."1.16.040  "Folio."  The term "folio" when used as a 

measure for computing fees or compensation, shall be con-
strued to mean one hundred words, counting every two fig-
ures necessarily used as a word. Any portion of a folio, when 
in the whole draft or paper there should not be a complete 
folio, and when there shall be an excess over the last folio 
exceeding a quarter, it shall be computed as a folio. The filing 
of a paper shall be construed to include the certificate of the 
same.  [Code 1881 § 2093; 1869 p 373 § 15; RRS § 500.]

1.16.050
1.16.050 "Legal holidays" and "legislatively recognized days"—Unpaid holidays for employees with appointments or contracts of less than twelve consecutive months.1.16.050  "Legal holidays" and "legislatively recog-

nized days"—Unpaid holidays for employees with 
appointments or contracts of less than twelve consecutive 
months.  (1) The following are state legal holidays:

(a) Sunday;
(b) The first day of January, commonly called New 

Year's Day;
[Title 1 RCW—page 8] (2016 Ed.)



General Definitions 1.16.050
(c) The third Monday of January, celebrated as the anni-
versary of the birth of Martin Luther King, Jr.;

(d) The third Monday of February, to be known as Pres-
idents' Day and celebrated as the anniversary of the births of 
Abraham Lincoln and George Washington;

(e) The last Monday of May, commonly known as 
Memorial Day;

(f) The fourth day of July, the anniversary of the Decla-
ration of Independence;

(g) The first Monday in September, to be known as 
Labor Day;

(h) The eleventh day of November, to be known as Vet-
erans' Day;

(i) The fourth Thursday in November, to be known as 
Thanksgiving Day;

(j) The Friday immediately following the fourth Thurs-
day in November, to be known as Native American Heritage 
Day; and

(k) The twenty-fifth day of December, commonly called 
Christmas Day.

(2) Employees of the state and its political subdivisions, 
except employees of school districts and except those non-
classified employees of institutions of higher education who 
hold appointments or are employed under contracts to per-
form services for periods of less than twelve consecutive 
months, are entitled to one paid holiday per calendar year in 
addition to those specified in this section. Each employee of 
the state or its political subdivisions may select the day on 
which the employee desires to take the additional holiday 
provided for in this section after consultation with the 
employer pursuant to guidelines to be promulgated by rule of 
the appropriate personnel authority, or in the case of local 
government by ordinance or resolution of the legislative 
authority.

(3) Employees of the state and its political subdivisions, 
including employees of school districts and those nonclassi-
fied employees of institutions of higher education who hold 
appointments or are employed under contracts to perform 
services for periods of less than twelve consecutive months, 
are entitled to two unpaid holidays per calendar year for a 
reason of faith or conscience or an organized activity con-
ducted under the auspices of a religious denomination, 
church, or religious organization. This includes employees of 
public institutions of higher education, including community 
colleges, technical colleges, and workforce training pro-
grams. The employee may select the days on which the 
employee desires to take the two unpaid holidays after con-
sultation with the employer pursuant to guidelines to be pro-
mulgated by rule of the appropriate personnel authority, or in 
the case of local government by ordinance or resolution of the 
legislative authority. If an employee prefers to take the two 
unpaid holidays on specific days for a reason of faith or con-
science, or an organized activity conducted under the aus-
pices of a religious denomination, church, or religious orga-
nization, the employer must allow the employee to do so 
unless the employee's absence would impose an undue hard-
ship on the employer or the employee is necessary to main-
tain public safety. Undue hardship shall have the meaning 
established in rule by the office of financial management 
under RCW 43.41.109.

(4) If any of the state legal holidays specified in this sec-
tion are also federal legal holidays but observed on different 
dates, only the state legal holidays are recognized as a paid 
legal holiday for employees of the state and its political sub-
divisions. However, for port districts and the law enforce-
ment and public transit employees of municipal corporations, 
either the federal or the state legal holiday is recognized as a 
paid legal holiday, but in no case may both holidays be recog-
nized as a paid legal holiday for employees.

(5) Whenever any state legal holiday:
(a) Other than Sunday, falls upon a Sunday, the follow-

ing Monday is the legal holiday; or
(b) Falls upon a Saturday, the preceding Friday is the 

legal holiday.
(6) Nothing in this section may be construed to have the 

effect of adding or deleting the number of paid holidays pro-
vided for in an agreement between employees and employers 
of political subdivisions of the state or as established by ordi-
nance or resolution of the local government legislative 
authority.

(7) The legislature declares that the following days are 
recognized as provided in this subsection, but may not be 
considered legal holidays for any purpose:

(a) The thirteenth day of January, recognized as Korean-
American day;

(b) The twelfth day of October, recognized as Columbus 
day;

(c) The ninth day of April, recognized as former prisoner 
of war recognition day;

(d) The twenty-sixth day of January, recognized as 
Washington army and air national guard day;

(e) The seventh day of August, recognized as purple 
heart recipient recognition day;

(f) The second Sunday in October, recognized as Wash-
ington state children's day;

(g) The sixteenth day of April, recognized as Mother 
Joseph day;

(h) The fourth day of September, recognized as Marcus 
Whitman day;

(i) The seventh day of December, recognized as Pearl 
Harbor remembrance day;

(j) The twenty-seventh day of July, recognized as 
national Korean war veterans armistice day;

(k) The nineteenth day of February, recognized as civil 
liberties day of remembrance;

(l) The nineteenth day of June, recognized as Juneteenth, 
a day of remembrance for the day the slaves learned of their 
freedom;

(m) The thirtieth day of March, recognized as welcome 
home Vietnam veterans day; and

(n) The eleventh day of January, recognized as human 
trafficking awareness day.  [2016 c 9 § 2. Prior: 2014 c 177 § 
2; 2014 c 168 § 1; 2013 c 5 § 1; 2012 c 11 § 1; prior: 2007 c 
61 § 2; 2007 c 19 § 2; 2003 c 68 § 2; 2000 c 60 § 1; 1999 c 26 
§ 1; 1993 c 129 § 2; 1991 sp.s. c 20 § 1; 1991 c 57 § 2; 1989 
c 128 § 1; 1985 c 189 § 1; 1979 c 77 § 1; 1977 ex.s. c 111 § 
1; 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 24 § 1; 1975 1st ex.s. c 194 § 1; 1973 
2nd ex.s. c 1 § 1; 1969 c 11 § 1; 1955 c 20 § 1; 1927 c 51 § 1; 
RRS § 61; prior: 1895 c 3 § 1; 1891 c 41 § 1; 1888 p 107 § 1.]
(2016 Ed.) [Title 1 RCW—page 9]
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Findings—Intent—2016 c 9: "(1) The legislature finds that:
(a) Human trafficking is a horrendous crime and activity in which force, 

fraud, or coercion is used to force adults into labor or commercial sexual 
exploitation, or force children and youth into child commercial sexual 
exploitation;

(b) In 2002, Washington was the first state in the United States to create 
a state antitrafficking of persons task force; safety measures for noncitizen, 
nonresident persons recruited by international matchmaking organizations 
for the purpose of providing dating, matrimonial, or social referral services; 
and a definition of human trafficking crimes at the state level;

(c) In 2003, Washington was the first state to enact a state crime of 
human trafficking;

(d) In 2004, an advisory committee on trafficking was convened by the 
United States attorney's office for the western district of Washington, creat-
ing a multidisciplinary team to collaborate locally, nationally, and interna-
tionally;

(e) According to the Washington state attorney general's office, fifty-
five percent of global internet child pornography is initiated in the United 
States, with the child victims often being runaways, troubled, or homeless 
youth;

(f) The Washington anti-trafficking response network reports that they 
have seen cases of young men and boys exploited in the construction indus-
try, and immigrants and others exploited by restaurants, small businesses, 
agriculture, and the commercial sex industry; and

(g) The Washington state legislature enacted forty antitrafficking laws 
between 2002 and 2015, and has been recognized by shared hope interna-
tional and the polaris project as being among the very top states in the coun-
try for antitrafficking advocacy and legislation.

(2) The legislature intends to recognize and honor Washington state's 
efforts to reduce human trafficking by designating the eleventh day of Janu-
ary in each year as "human trafficking awareness day."" [2016 c 9 § 1.]

Findings—Intent—2014 c 177: "(1) The Washington state legislature 
finds that:

(a) Native Americans have long inhabited the area now known as Wash-
ington state, living in sustainable cultures based on cooperation and respect 
for the land and all creatures;

(b) Native Americans suffered many grave injustices when nontribal 
people settled in Washington state, but endured to preserve remarkable 
American Indian cultures;

(c) Native Americans have contributed immeasurably to Washington 
state and the United States as scholars, artists, entrepreneurs, and leaders in 
all realms of society;

(d) Native Americans have served with honor and distinction in the 
United States armed forces, and many made the ultimate sacrifice in that ser-
vice;

(e) Many states have designated days, weeks, or months honoring 
Native American heritage, and on October 21, 2013, President Barack 
Obama proclaimed November 2013 as National Native American Heritage 
Month and called upon all Americans to celebrate November 29, 2013, as 
Native American Heritage Day; and

(f) More than one hundred eighty federally acknowledged Native Amer-
ican tribes in the United States, including many Washington state tribes, sup-
port recognizing a day honoring Native American heritage.

(2) The Washington state legislature therefore intends to recognize and 
honor Washington state's proud and resonant Native American heritage by 
designating the Friday immediately following the fourth Thursday in 
November, currently a state legal and school holiday, as "Native American 
Heritage Day.""  [2014 c 177 § 1.]

Finding—Declaration—2007 c 61: "The legislature recognizes that on 
June 19, 1865, Union soldiers landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the 
Civil War had ended and the slaves were now free; that this was two and a 
half years after President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation on 
January 1, 1863; that the end of slavery brought on new challenges and real-
ities in establishing a previously nonexistent status for African-Americans in 
the United States; that racism and continued inequality is the legacy of slav-
ery and acknowledging it is the first step in its eradication; and that since 
1980 June 19th has been celebrated as Juneteenth across the United States as 
a day for people to come together in the spirit of reconciliation to commem-
orate the contributions of African-Americans to this country's history and 
culture.

The legislature declares that an annual day of recognition be observed in 
remembrance of the day the slaves realized they were free as a reminder that 
individual rights and freedoms must never be denied." [2007 c 61 § 1.]

Findings—2007 c 19: "The legislature finds that in the more than one 
hundred years that Koreans have immigrated to the United States, these 

immigrants and their descendants have made an invaluable contribution to 
our state and nation. Korean-Americans have worked for many years to bet-
ter not only their community, but the communities in which they live and the 
state as a whole. The legislature further finds that due to the close friendship 
between the people of Korea and the United States, it is fitting to recognize 
Korean-American contributions to our society in a dignified and fitting man-
ner, and to encourage Korean-Americans to honor the sacrifices made by 
American citizens during the Korean War." [2007 c 19 § 1.]

Finding—1993 c 129: "The legislature finds that Washington's children 
are one of our most valuable assets, representing hope for the future. Chil-
dren today are at risk for many things, including drug and alcohol abuse, 
child abuse, suicide, peer pressure, and the economic and educational chal-
lenges of a changing world. It is increasingly important for families, schools, 
health professionals, caregivers, and workers at state agencies charged with 
the protection and help of children to listen to them, to support and encour-
age them, and to help them build their dreams for the future.

To increase recognition of children's issues, a national children's day is 
celebrated in October, with ceremonies and activities devoted to children. 
Washington state focuses special attention on its children by establishing a 
Washington state children's day." [1993 c 129 § 1.]

Finding—Declaration—1991 c 57: "The legislature finds that the 
Washington army and air national guard comprise almost nine thousand ded-
icated men and women who serve the state and nation on a voluntary basis. 
The legislature also finds that the state of Washington benefits from that ded-
ication by immediate access to well-prepared resources in time of natural 
disasters and public emergency. The national guard has consistently and fre-
quently responded to state and local emergencies with people and equipment 
to provide enforcement assistance, medical services, and overall support to 
emergency management services.

The legislature further declares that an annual day of commemoration 
should be observed in honor of the achievements, sacrifices, and dedication 
of the men and women of the Washington army and air national guard." 
[1991 c 57 § 1.]

Court business on legal holidays: RCW 2.28.100, 2.28.110.

School holidays: RCW 28A.150.050.

1.16.060
1.16.060 "Month" or "months."

1.16.060  "Month" or "months."  The word "month" 
or "months," whenever the same occurs in the statutes of this 
state now in force, or in statutes hereinafter enacted, or in any 
contract made in this state, shall be taken and construed to 
mean "calendar months."  [1891 c 23 § 1, part; Code 1881 § 
759; 1877 p 333 § 1; RRS § 149.]

Reviser's note: This section is a part of 1891 c 23 § 1. The introductory 
phrase of that section provides: "The following provisions relative to the 
construction of statutes shall be rules of construction and shall constitute a 
part of the code of procedure of this state:".

1.16.065
1.16.065 "Officer."

1.16.065  "Officer."  Whenever any term indicating an 
officer is used it shall be construed, when required, to mean 
any person authorized by law to discharge the duties of such 
officer.  [Code 1881 § 755; 1854 p 221 § 501; RRS § 147.]

Reviser's note: This section was formerly a part of RCW 42.04.010. It 
first appeared in "An Act to regulate the practice and proceedings in civil 
actions" (1854 p 221 § 501), as part of chapter LIV, "Construction". It also 
appeared as Code of 1881 § 755 in chapter LXVII, "Of Construction", as part 
of the code of civil procedure.

Criminal code, officer defined: RCW 9A.04.110.

1.16.080
1.16.080 "Person"—Construction of "association," "unincorporated association," and "person, firm, or corporation" to include a limited liability company.

1.16.080  "Person"—Construction of "association," 
"unincorporated association," and "person, firm, or cor-
poration" to include a limited liability company.  (1) The 
term "person" may be construed to include the United States, 
this state, or any state or territory, or any public or private 
corporation or limited liability company, as well as an indi-
vidual.

(2) Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the 
terms "association," "unincorporated association," and "per-
son, firm, or corporation" or substantially identical terms 
[Title 1 RCW—page 10] (2016 Ed.)
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shall, without limiting the application of any term to any 
other type of legal entity, be construed to include a limited 
liability company.  [1996 c 231 § 1; 1891 c 23 § 1, part; Code 
1881 § 964; 1857 p 46 § 1; 1854 p 99 § 134; RRS § 146.]

Reviser's note: This section is a part of 1891 c 23 § 1. The introductory 
phrase of that section provides: "The following provisions relative to the 
construction of statutes shall be rules of construction and shall constitute a 
part of the code of procedure of this state:".

Criminal proceedings, person defined: RCW 9A.04.110.

Declaratory judgments, person defined: RCW 7.24.130.

Eminent domain by cities, person defined: RCW 8.12.020.

Notice to alien property custodian, person defined: RCW 4.28.340.

Wrongful death, person defined: RCW 4.20.005.

1.16.090
1.16.090 Legislative declaration for civil liberties day of remembrance.

1.16.090  Legislative declaration for civil liberties day 
of remembrance.  The legislature recognizes that on Febru-
ary 19, 1942, the President of the United States issued Exec-
utive Order 9066 which authorized military rule over civilian 
law and lives; that Executive Order 9066 led to the World 
War II evacuation and internment of more than one hundred 
twenty thousand Japanese Americans, most of whom were 
United States citizens by birth; that Japanese Americans lost 
their homes and livelihoods and suffered physical and psy-
chological damage; and that, despite widespread hostility and 
discrimination, Japanese Americans served with distinction 
in the United States military effort as members of the Military 
Intelligence Service and in the segregated 100th Infantry Bat-
talion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. The legisla-
ture further recognizes that in the name of "military neces-
sity," Japanese Americans were deprived of their fundamen-
tal constitutional rights and civil liberties; and that the 
Japanese American experience during World War II tragi-
cally illuminates the fragile nature of our most cherished 
national beliefs and values.

The legislature declares that an annual day of recognition 
be observed in remembrance of Japanese Americans interned 
during World War II as a reminder that, regardless of the 
provocation, individual rights and freedoms must never be 
denied.  [2003 c 68 § 1.]

1.16.100
1.16.100 Domestic relations terms—Exceptions.

1.16.100  Domestic relations terms—Exceptions.  For 
the purposes of this code, with the exception of chapter 26.04 
RCW, the terms spouse, marriage, marital, husband, wife, 
widow, widower, next of kin, and family shall be interpreted 
as applying equally to state registered domestic partnerships 
or individuals in state registered domestic partnerships as 
well as to marital relationships and married persons, and ref-
erences to dissolution of marriage shall apply equally to state 
registered domestic partnerships that have been terminated, 
dissolved, or invalidated, to the extent that such interpretation 
does not conflict with federal law. Where necessary to imple-
ment chapter 521, Laws of 2009, gender-specific terms such 
as husband and wife used in any statute, rule, or other law 
shall be construed to be gender neutral, and applicable to 
individuals in state registered domestic partnerships.  [2009 c 
521 § 4.]

Chapter 1.20 Chapter 1.20 RCW
1.20 GENERAL PROVISIONS

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sections 

1.20.010 State flag.
1.20.015 Display of national and state flags.
1.20.017 Display of national league of families' POW/MIA flag.
1.20.020 State tree.
1.20.025 State grass.
1.20.030 State flower.
1.20.035 State fruit.
1.20.037 State marine mammal.
1.20.038 State endemic mammal.
1.20.040 State bird.
1.20.042 State fossil.
1.20.045 State fish.
1.20.047 State insect.
1.20.050 Standard time—Daylight saving time.
1.20.051 Daylight saving time.
1.20.060 Arbor day.
1.20.070 State song.
1.20.071 State song—Proceeds from sale.
1.20.073 State folk song.
1.20.075 State dance.
1.20.080 State seal.
1.20.090 State gem.
1.20.100 Diverse cultures and languages encouraged—State policy.
1.20.110 State tartan.
1.20.120 State arboretum.
1.20.130 Preferred terminology in government documents.
1.20.140 State vegetable.
1.20.150 State amphibian.
1.20.160 State ship.
1.20.170 State waterfall.
1.20.180 State oyster.

Design of state seal: State Constitution Art. 18 § 1.

State boundaries: State Constitution Art. 24 § 1 (Amendment 33).

1.20.010
1.20.010 State flag.1.20.010  State flag.  The official flag of the state of 

Washington shall be of dark green silk or bunting and shall 
bear in its center a reproduction of the seal of the state of 
Washington embroidered, printed, painted or stamped 
thereon. The edges of the flag may, or may not, be fringed. If 
a fringe is used the same shall be of gold or yellow color of 
the same shade as the seal. The dimensions of the flag may 
vary.

The secretary of state is authorized to provide the state 
flag to units of the armed forces, without charge therefor, as 
in his or her discretion he or she deems entitled thereto. The 
secretary of state is further authorized to sell the state flag to 
any citizen at a price to be determined by the secretary of 
state.  [2011 c 336 § 7; 1967 ex.s. c 65 § 2; 1925 ex.s. c 85 § 
1; 1923 c 174 § 1; RRS § 10964-1, RRS vol. 11, p. 399.]

Reviser's note: Same RRS number was also used for a section dealing 
with a different subject on page 110 of RRS vol. 11, pocket part.

1.20.015
1.20.015 Display of national and state flags.1.20.015  Display of national and state flags.  The flag 

of the United States and the flag of the state shall be promi-
nently installed, displayed and maintained in schools, court 
rooms and state buildings.  [1955 c 88 § 1.]
Crimes relating to flags: Chapter 9.86 RCW.

Flag exercises in schools: RCW 28A.230.140.

1.20.017
1.20.017 Display of national league of families' POW/MIA flag.1.20.017  Display of national league of families' 

POW/MIA flag.  (1) Each public entity shall display the 
national league of families' POW/MIA flag along with the 
flag of the United States and the flag of the state upon or near 
the principal building of the public entity on the following 
days: (a) Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Day on March 
30; (b) Armed Forces Day on the third Saturday in May; (c) 
(2016 Ed.) [Title 1 RCW—page 11]
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Memorial Day on the last Monday in May; (d) Flag Day on 
June 14; (e) Independence Day on July 4; (f) National Korean 
War Veterans Armistice Day on July 27; (g) National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day on the third Friday in Septem-
ber; and (h) Veterans' Day on November 11. If the designated 
day falls on a Saturday or Sunday, then the POW/MIA flag 
will be displayed on the preceding Friday.

(2) The governor's veterans affairs advisory committee 
shall provide information to public entities regarding the pur-
chase and display of the POW/MIA flag upon request.

(3) As used in this section, "public entity" means every 
state agency, including each institution of higher education, 
and every county, city, and town.  [2013 c 5 § 2; 2012 c 11 § 
2; 2002 c 293 § 1.]

1.20.020
1.20.020 State tree.1.20.020  State tree.  That certain evergreen tree known 

and described as the western hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla) is 
hereby designated as the official tree of the state of Washing-
ton.  [1947 c 191 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 10964-120.]

1.20.025
1.20.025 State grass.1.20.025  State grass.  Agropyron spicatum, the species 

of natural grass commonly called "bluebunch wheatgrass," is 
hereby designated as the official grass of the state of Wash-
ington.  [1989 c 354 § 62.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.20.030
1.20.030 State flower.1.20.030  State flower.  The native species, Rhododen-

dron macrophyllum, is hereby designated as the official 
flower of the state of Washington.  [1959 c 29 § 1; 1949 c 18 
§ 1; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 10964-200.]

1.20.035
1.20.035 State fruit.1.20.035  State fruit.  The official fruit of the state of 

Washington is the apple.  [1989 c 354 § 63.]
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.20.037
1.20.037 State marine mammal.1.20.037  State marine mammal.  The orca, Orcinus 

orca, is hereby designated as the official marine mammal of 
the state of Washington.  [2005 c 51 § 2.]

Finding—Intent—2005 c 51: "The legislature finds that many people 
visit Washington state to watch orcas, the orca is a significant symbol for the 
Native American culture, there are pods of orcas that migrate annually 
through Puget Sound, and the orca is easily recognizable because of its dis-
tinct markings. The legislature intends to promote orca awareness and to 
encourage protection of the natural marine habitat by designating the orca as 
the official marine mammal of the state of Washington." [2005 c 51 § 1.]

1.20.038
1.20.038 State endemic mammal.1.20.038  State endemic mammal.  The Olympic mar-

mot, Marmota olympus, is hereby designated as the official 
endemic mammal of the state of Washington.  [2009 c 464 § 
2.]

Finding—Intent—2009 c 464: "The legislature finds that the Olympic 
marmot, the only endemic mammal in Washington state, should be desig-
nated as the state endemic mammal. The Olympic marmot inhabits the 
Olympic Peninsula in the western section of the state of Washington. Olym-
pic marmots hibernate from September to May. During the morning and 
afternoon on summer days they feed and spend time sunbathing on rocks. In 
the evening, they return to their burrow. Olympic marmots are relatively 
easy to see during the summer months along Hurricane Ridge in the Olympic 
National Park. Olympic marmots eat herbs, grasses, and flowers. They prefer 
plants that are soft and easy to digest. They may also eat fruits, legumes, and 
insects.

Olympic marmots are highly social and may live in groups of over a 
dozen animals. Gregarious bonds are made between individuals in a family. 
Olympic marmots identify each other by touching noses and smelling 
cheeks.

The legislature intends to promote awareness of the Olympic marmot by 
designating the Olympic marmot as the official endemic mammal of the state 
of Washington." [2009 c 464 § 1.]

1.20.0401.20.040 State bird.

1.20.040  State bird.  The willow goldfinch is hereby 
designated as the official bird of the state of Washington. 
[1951 c 249 § 1.]

1.20.0421.20.042 State fossil.

1.20.042  State fossil.  The Columbian mammoth of 
North America, Mammuthus columbi, is hereby designated as 
the official fossil of the state of Washington.  [1998 c 129 § 
2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.20.0451.20.045 State fish.

1.20.045  State fish.  The species of trout commonly 
called "steelhead trout" (Salmo gairdnerii) is hereby desig-
nated as the official fish of the state of Washington.  [1969 c 
36 § 1.]

1.20.0471.20.047 State insect.

1.20.047  State insect.  The common green darner drag-
onfly, Anax junius drury, is hereby designated as the official 
insect of the state of Washington.  [1997 c 6 § 2.]

Finding—1997 c 6: "The legislature finds that the common green 
darner dragonfly, Anax junius drury, can be found throughout Washington 
and is easily recognizable by its bright green head and thorax. The legislature 
further recognizes that the common green darner dragonfly, also known as 
the "mosquito hawk," is a beneficial contributor to our ecosystem." [1997 c 
6 § 1.]

1.20.0501.20.050 Standard time—Daylight saving time.

1.20.050  Standard time—Daylight saving time.  No 
county, city or other political subdivision of this state shall 
adopt any provision for the observance of daylight saving 
time, or any time other than standard, except pursuant to a 
gubernatorial proclamation declaring an emergency during a 
period of national war and authorizing such adoption, or 
unless other than standard time is established on a national 
basis: PROVIDED, That this section shall not apply to orders 
made by federal authorities in a local area entirely under fed-
eral control.  [1953 c 2 § 1 (Initiative Measure No. 181, 
approved November 4, 1952).]

1.20.0511.20.051 Daylight saving time.

1.20.051  Daylight saving time.  At two o'clock ante-
meridian Pacific Standard Time of the *last Sunday in April 
each year the time of the state of Washington shall be 
advanced one hour, and at two o'clock antemeridian Pacific 
Standard Time of the last Sunday in October in each year the 
time of the state of Washington shall, by the retarding of one 
hour, be returned to Pacific Standard Time.  [1963 c 14 § 1; 
1961 c 3 § 1 (Initiative Measure No. 210, approved Novem-
ber 8, 1960).]

*Reviser's note: Under federal law, daylight saving time begins the sec-
ond Sunday of March and ends the first Sunday of November (15 U.S.C. Sec. 
260a).

1.20.0601.20.060 Arbor day.

1.20.060  Arbor day.  The second Wednesday in April 
of each year is designated as Arbor day.  [1957 c 220 § 1.]

1.20.0701.20.070 State song.

1.20.070  State song.  The song, music and lyrics, 
"Washington My Home", composed by Helen Davis, is 
hereby designated as the official song of the state of Wash-
ington.  [1959 c 281 § 1.]
[Title 1 RCW—page 12] (2016 Ed.)
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1.20.071
1.20.071 State song—Proceeds from sale.

1.20.071  State song—Proceeds from sale.  All pro-
ceeds from the sale of the official song of the state as desig-
nated in RCW 1.20.070 shall be placed in the general fund. 
[1973 1st ex.s. c 59 § 1; 1959 c 281 § 2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.20.073
1.20.073 State folk song.

1.20.073  State folk song.  The legislature recognizes 
that winter recreational activities are part of the folk tradition 
of the state of Washington. Winter recreational activities 
serve to turn the darkness of a northwest winter into the dawn 
of renewed vitality. As the winter snows dissolve into the tor-
rents of spring, the Columbia river is nourished. The Colum-
bia river is the pride of the northwest and the unifying geo-
graphic element of the state. In order to celebrate the river 
which ties the winter recreation playground of snowcapped 
mountains and the Yakima, Snake, and the Klickitat rivers to 
the ocean so blue, the legislature declares that the official 
state folk song is "Roll On Columbia, Roll On," composed by 
Woody Guthrie.  [1987 c 526 § 4.]

1.20.075
1.20.075 State dance.

1.20.075  State dance.  The square dance is designated 
as the official dance of the state of Washington.  [1979 ex.s. c 
10 § 1.]

1.20.080
1.20.080 State seal.

1.20.080  State seal.  The seal of the state of Washington 
shall be, a seal encircled with the words: "The Seal of the 
State of Washington," with the vignette of General George 
Washington as the central figure, and beneath the vignette the 
figures "1889" and shall be composed as appears in the illus-
tration below:

[1967 ex.s. c 65 § 1.]

1.20.090
1.20.090 State gem.

1.20.090  State gem.  Petrified wood is hereby desig-
nated as the official gem of the state of Washington.  [1975 c 
8 § 1.]

1.20.100
1.20.100 Diverse cultures and languages encouraged—State policy.

1.20.100  Diverse cultures and languages encour-
aged—State policy.  The legislature finds that:

(1) Diverse ethnic and linguistic communities have con-
tributed to the social and economic prosperity of Washington 
state;

(2) It is the welcomed responsibility and opportunity of 
this state to respect and facilitate the efforts of all cultural, 

ethnic, and linguistic segments of the population to become 
full participants in Washington communities;

(3) This state's economic well-being depends heavily on 
foreign trade and international exchange and more than one 
out of six jobs is directly linked to foreign trade and interna-
tional exchange;

(4) If Washington is to prosper in foreign trade and inter-
national exchange, it must have citizens that are multilingual 
and multicultural;

(5) While recognizing the value of a multilingual back-
ground, the state also encourages all citizens to become pro-
ficient in English to facilitate full participation of all groups 
into society and to promote cross-communication between 
multilingual groups; and

(6) The multilingual nature of communication that cur-
rently exists in this state should be promoted to build trust 
and understanding among all of its citizens.

Therefore, it shall be the policy of the state of Washing-
ton to welcome and encourage the presence of diverse cul-
tures and the use of diverse languages in business, govern-
ment, and private affairs in this state.  [1989 c 236 § 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.20.110
1.20.110 State tartan.

1.20.110  State tartan.  The Washington state tartan is 
hereby designated. The tartan shall have a pattern of colors, 
called a sett, that is made up of a green background with 
stripes of blue, white, yellow, red, and black. The secretary of 
state shall register the tartan with the Scottish Tartan Society, 
Comrie, Perthshire, Scotland.  [1991 c 62 § 1.]

1.20.120
1.20.120 State arboretum.

1.20.120  State arboretum.  The Washington park arbo-
retum is hereby designated as an official arboretum of the 
state of Washington.  [1995 c 82 § 2.]

Findings—1995 c 82: "The legislature finds that the arboreta in this 
state act as living museums devoted to the display and conservation of 
woody plant species from around the world that can grow in the Pacific 
Northwest. Arboreta enhance public appreciation for the aesthetic diversity 
of temperate woody plants; conserve both natural and cultivated woody plant 
taxa to preserve their diversity for future appreciation; educate the public and 
students concerning urban landscape use and the natural biology of temper-
ate woody plants; and cooperate with similar institutions in this region and 
around the world in achieving these common goals. The legislature further 
finds that arboreta are of increasing importance as world biodiversity 
declines.

The Washington park arboretum is a two hundred acre living museum 
that is managed cooperatively by the city of Seattle and the University of 
Washington. It is devoted to the display and conservation of collections of 
plants from around the world which can grow in the Pacific Northwest. 
These plants are used for education, research, conservation, and a sense of 
public pleasure. The Washington park arboretum, the oldest center for botan-
ical and gardening learning in the Pacific Northwest, is recognized as one of 
the two foremost collections of woody plants in the United States of America 
and enjoys an excellent international reputation. The legislature finds that it 
is fitting and appropriate to recognize the importance of the overall mission 
of the Washington park arboretum." [1995 c 82 § 1.]

1.20.130
1.20.130 Preferred terminology in government documents.

1.20.130  Preferred terminology in government docu-
ments.  (1) All state and local government statutes, codes, 
rules, regulations, and other official documents enacted after 
July 1, 2002, are required to use the term "Asian" when refer-
ring to persons of Asian descent. The use of the term "Orien-
tal" is prohibited.

(2) The legislature urges all state and local entities to 
review their statutes, codes, rules, regulations, and other offi-
cial documents and revise them to omit the use of the term 
(2016 Ed.) [Title 1 RCW—page 13]
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"Oriental" when referring to persons of Asian descent.  [2002 
c 307 § 2.]

Finding—2002 c 307: "The legislature finds that the use of the term 
"Oriental" when used to refer to persons of Asian descent is outdated and 
pejorative. There is a need to make clear that the term "Asian" is preferred 
terminology, and that this more modern and nonpejorative term must be used 
to replace outdated terminology." [2002 c 307 § 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

1.20.140
1.20.140 State vegetable.

1.20.140  State vegetable.  The Walla Walla sweet 
onion is designated as the official vegetable of the state of 
Washington.  [2007 c 137 § 1.]

1.20.150
1.20.150 State amphibian.

1.20.150  State amphibian.  The Pacific chorus frog, 
Pseudacris regilla, is hereby designated as the official 
amphibian of the state of Washington.  [2007 c 224 § 1.]

1.20.160
1.20.160 State ship.

1.20.160  State ship.  The Lady Washington is hereby 
designated as the official ship of the state of Washington. 
[2007 c 351 § 1.]

1.20.170
1.20.170 State waterfall.

1.20.170  State waterfall.  Palouse falls is hereby desig-
nated as the official waterfall of the state of Washington. 
[2014 c 41 § 2.]

Findings—2014 c 41: "(1) The tourist industry is a vital part of the 
state's economy. Palouse falls has visitors numbering averaging over eighty 
thousand to one hundred thousand per year. The falls drop one hundred 
ninety-eight feet identifying them as the last remaining year-round waterfalls 
left by the ice age floods.

(2) Palouse falls was named sixth on the top ten best United States 
waterfalls list, tenth on the list of the world's most amazing waterfalls, and 
the site of the world record-breaking kayak drop.

(3) Palouse falls surrounding area is the location for the oldest docu-
mented remains found in the western hemisphere; home of the Palouse 
Native American culture; birthplace of the Appaloosa horse; and docu-
mented in Lewis and Clark's journals." [2014 c 41 § 1.]

1.20.180
1.20.180 State oyster.

1.20.180  State oyster.  The Ostrea lurida is hereby des-
ignated the official oyster of the state of Washington. This 
native oyster species plays an important role in the history 
and culture that surrounds shellfish in Washington state and 
along the west coast of the United States. Some of the com-
mon and historic names used for this species are Native, 
Western, Shoalwater, and Olympia.  [2014 c 146 § 2.]

Finding—2014 c 146: "The Ostrea lurida is the only oyster native to 
Washington state." [2014 c 146 § 1.]

Chapter 1.40 Chapter 1.40 RCW
1.40 STATE MEDAL OF MERIT

STATE MEDAL OF MERIT

Sections 

1.40.010 State medal of merit established.
1.40.020 Nominating committee created—Composition—Meeting—

Rules.
1.40.030 Delegation of authority to make award.
1.40.040 Posthumous award.
1.40.050 Certain persons prohibited from receiving award.
1.40.060 Appearance of medal—Inscription.

1.40.010
1.40.010 State medal of merit established.

1.40.010  State medal of merit established.  There is 
established a decoration of the state medal of merit with 
accompanying ribbons and appurtenances for award by the 
governor, in the name of the state, to any person who has 
been distinguished by exceptionally meritorious conduct in 
performing outstanding services to the people and state of 

Washington, upon the nomination of the governor's state 
medal of merit committee.  [1986 c 92 § 1.]

1.40.020
1.40.020 Nominating committee created—Composition—Meeting—Rules.

1.40.020  Nominating committee created—Composi-
tion—Meeting—Rules.  There is created the state medal of 
merit committee for nominating candidates for the award of 
the state medal of merit. The committee membership consists 
of the governor, president of the senate, speaker of the house 
of representatives, and the chief justice of the supreme court, 
or their designees. The secretary of state shall serve as a non-
voting ex officio member, and shall serve as secretary to the 
committee. The committee shall meet annually to consider 
candidates for nomination. The committee shall adopt rules 
establishing the qualifications for the state medal of merit, the 
protocol governing the decoration, and the appurtenances 
necessary to the implementation of this chapter.  [1986 c 92 § 
2.]

1.40.030
1.40.030 Delegation of authority to make award.1.40.030  Delegation of authority to make award.  The 

governor may delegate the awarding of the state medal of 
merit to the president of the senate, speaker of the house of 
representatives, or the chief justice of the supreme court. 
[1986 c 92 § 3.]

1.40.040
1.40.040 Posthumous award.

1.40.040  Posthumous award.  The state medal of merit 
may be awarded posthumously to be presented to such repre-
sentative of the deceased as may be deemed appropriate by 
the governor or the designees specified in RCW 1.40.030. 
[1986 c 92 § 4.]

1.40.050
1.40.050 Certain persons prohibited from receiving award.1.40.050  Certain persons prohibited from receiving 

award.  The state medal of merit shall not be awarded to any 
elected official while in office or to any candidate for an 
elected office.  [1986 c 92 § 5.]

1.40.060
1.40.060 Appearance of medal—Inscription.

1.40.060  Appearance of medal—Inscription.  The 
decoration of the state medal of merit shall be of bronze and 
shall consist of the seal of the state of Washington, sur-
rounded by a raised laurel wreath and suspended from a ring 
attached by a dark green ribbon. The reverse of the decora-
tion within the raised laurel wreath shall be inscribed with the 
words: "For exceptionally meritorious conduct in performing 
outstanding services to the people and state of Washington." 
[1986 c 92 § 6.]

Chapter 1.50 Chapter 1.50 RCW
1.50 WASHINGTON GIFT OF LIFE AWARD

WASHINGTON GIFT OF LIFE AWARD

Sections 

1.50.005 Findings—Intent.
1.50.006 Findings—Intent.
1.50.010 Definitions.
1.50.030 Washington gift of life award—Presentation.
1.50.040 Appearance of award—Inscription.

1.50.005
1.50.005 Findings—Intent.

1.50.005  Findings—Intent.  The legislature finds that 
persons who donate organs help save the lives and promote 
the well-being of others in a manner that demonstrates the 
noblest side of human nature. Many families and friends of 
both the donors and the donees may want to remember the 
special act of donation in a way that honors the memory of 
the donor and encourages donation by others in the future.
[Title 1 RCW—page 14] (2016 Ed.)
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To recognize the special kindness of those who donate 
their organs, the legislature establishes the Washington gift of 
life award.  [1999 c 264 § 1; 1998 c 59 § 1.]

1.50.006
1.50.006 Findings—Intent.

1.50.006  Findings—Intent.  (1) The legislature finds 
that eighty-four people died waiting for an organ transplant in 
Washington state in 2013. The legislature further finds that 
more than two thousand six hundred people are currently 
waiting for a lifesaving organ transplant in Washington state. 
Forty of those patients waiting are under the age of eighteen 
and more than two hundred of those patients have been wait-
ing for more than five years for their lifesaving gift. The leg-
islature further finds that organ donation is a very rare and 
precious gift. Less than one percent of all people who die are 
eligible to donate their organs due to the unique circum-
stances needed at death to donate organs. Every donor is a 
critical donation to those waiting.

(2) Therefore, the legislature intends to update the gift of 
life award to recognize all Washington citizens who have 
donated critical lifesaving organs.  [2015 c 8 § 1.]

1.50.010
1.50.010 Definitions.

1.50.010  Definitions.  Unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise, the definitions in this section apply 
throughout this chapter.

(1) "Organ donor" means an individual who makes an 
anatomical gift of an organ under chapter 68.64 RCW.

(2) "Organ procurement organization" has the same 
meaning as in RCW 68.64.010.  [2015 c 8 § 2; 2008 c 139 § 
25; 1998 c 59 § 2.]

Uniformity of application and construction—2008 c 139: See RCW 
68.64.902.

1.50.030
1.50.030 Washington gift of life award—Presentation.

1.50.030  Washington gift of life award—Presenta-
tion.  (1) The governor's office shall annually present the 
Washington gift of life award to families of donors who have 
donated organs in accordance with chapter 68.64 RCW.

Organ procurement organizations may nominate the 
individuals eligible under this section to represent all those 
who have donated organs during the previous calendar year 
and may submit documentation supporting the eligibility of 
the individuals to the governor's office. If more than one 
organ procurement organization is involved, they shall coor-
dinate in harmony to designate by consensus the organ pro-
curement organization among them to have primary adminis-
trative responsibility under this chapter.

(2) The governor's office shall present the awards on an 
annual basis to each eligible organ donor's family in coordi-
nation with the organ procurement organization. Only one 
award may be presented to the family of an organ donor.

(3) Organ procurement organizations shall seek permis-
sion from the family of organ donors selected to receive the 
gift of life award to release the name of the organ donor to the 
governor's office for printing of a gift of life certificate and 
use at any gift of life ceremonies or events.  [2015 c 8 § 3; 
1999 c 264 § 2; 1998 c 59 § 4.]

1.50.040
1.50.040 Appearance of award—Inscription.

1.50.040  Appearance of award—Inscription.  The 
Washington gift of life award shall consist of the seal of the 
state of Washington and be inscribed with the words: "For the 
greatest act of kindness in donating organs to save the lives of 
others."  [2015 c 8 § 4; 1999 c 264 § 3; 1998 c 59 § 5.]

Chapter 1.60 Chapter 1.60 RCW
1.60 MEDAL OF VALOR

MEDAL OF VALOR

Sections 

1.60.010 Medal of valor.
1.60.020 Medal of valor committee.
1.60.030 Award presentation.
1.60.040 Posthumous award.
1.60.050 Hazardous professions excluded.
1.60.060 Appearance of medal and certificate.

1.60.010
1.60.010 Medal of valor.

1.60.010  Medal of valor.  There is established a decora-
tion of the state medal of valor with accompanying certifi-
cate, ribbons, and appurtenances for award by the governor, 
in the name of the state, to any person or group of persons 
who has or have saved, or attempted to save, the life of 
another at the risk of serious injury or death to himself or her-
self, upon the selection of the governor's state medal of valor 
committee.  [2015 c 4 § 1; 2000 c 224 § 1.]

Effective date—2015 c 4: "This act is necessary for the immediate pres-
ervation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state govern-
ment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately 
[March 2, 2015]." [2015 c 4 § 4.]

1.60.020
1.60.020 Medal of valor committee.

1.60.020  Medal of valor committee.  There is created 
the state medal of valor committee for selecting honorees for 
the award of the state medal of valor. The committee mem-
bership consists of the governor, president of the senate, 
speaker of the house of representatives, and the chief justice 
of the supreme court, or their designees. The secretary of 
state shall serve as a nonvoting ex officio member, and shall 
serve as secretary to the committee. The committee shall 
meet annually to consider candidates for this award. Any 
individual may nominate any resident or group of residents of 
this state for any act of valor covered by this section. The 
committee shall adopt rules establishing the qualifications for 
the state medal of valor, the protocol governing the decora-
tion, the certificate, and appurtenances necessary to the 
implementation of this chapter.  [2015 c 4 § 2; 2000 c 224 § 
2.]

Effective date—2015 c 4: See note following RCW 1.60.010.

1.60.030
1.60.030 Award presentation.

1.60.030  Award presentation.  (1) The award will be 
presented by the governor of the state of Washington to the 
recipient or recipients only during a joint session of both 
houses of the legislature.

(2) If the governor is unable to present the award due to 
the disability or illness of the governor, the governor may 
delegate the presenting of the award to the president of the 
senate, the speaker of the house of representatives, or the 
chief justice of the supreme court.  [2015 c 4 § 3; 2000 c 224 
§ 3.]

Effective date—2015 c 4: See note following RCW 1.60.010.

1.60.040
1.60.040 Posthumous award.

1.60.040  Posthumous award.  The state medal of valor 
may be awarded posthumously to be presented to such repre-
sentative of the deceased as may be deemed appropriate by 
the committee.  [2000 c 224 § 4.]

1.60.050
1.60.050 Hazardous professions excluded.

1.60.050  Hazardous professions excluded.  The state 
medal of valor will not be awarded to any individual who is 
acting as a result of service given by any branch of law 
enforcement, firefighting, rescue, or other hazardous profes-
(2016 Ed.) [Title 1 RCW—page 15]
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sion where the individual is employed by a government entity 
within the state of Washington.  [2000 c 224 § 5.]

1.60.060
1.60.060 Appearance of medal and certificate.1.60.060  Appearance of medal and certificate.  (1) 

The decoration of the state medal of valor shall be of .999 
pure silver and shall consist of the seal of the state of Wash-
ington, surrounded by a raised laurel wreath and suspended 
from a silver bar device inscribed "For Valor" which is sus-
pended from a ring attached by a dark green ribbon, bordered 
by silver. The reverse of the decoration within the raised lau-
rel wreath shall be inscribed with the recipient's name and the 
words: "For exceptionally valorous service, given in the act 
of saving the life of another."

(2) The certificate accompanying the medal will promi-
nently display: (a) The title, "Washington State Medal of 
Valor"; (b) the recipient's name; and (c) the phrase, "For 
exceptionally valorous service, given in the act of saving the 
life of another." A seven-line citation will also be included on 
the certificate.  [2000 c 224 § 6.]
[Title 1 RCW—page 16] (2016 Ed.)


