THIRD DAY, JANUARY 15, 2025

Ju—

SIXTY NINTH LEGISLATURE - REGULAR SESSION

THIRD DAY

The House was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by the Speaker.

Reading of the Journal of the previous day was dispensed

with and it was ordered to stand approved.

There being no objection, the House advanced to the fourth

order of business.

HB

INTRODUCTION & FIRST READING

1298 by Representatives Berg, Reed, Wylie, Fosse, Ryu,

Callan, Street, Morgan, Simmons, Leavitt, Salahuddin, Macri,
Nance, Donaghy, Doglio, Timmons and Scott

AN ACT Relating to student athlete insurance; and amending
RCW 28B.10.660.

Referred to Committee on Postsecondary Education &
Workforce.

HB 1299 by Representatives Peterson, Fitzgibbon, Berry, Street,

Simmons, Reed, Macri, Ramel, Nance and Doglio

AN ACT Relating to minimum parking requirements;
amending RCW 36.70A.620; adding a new section to chapter
35.21 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 35A.21' RCW;
adding a new section to chapter 36.01 RCW; and creating new
sections.

Referred to Committee on Local Government.

HB 1300 by Representatives Donaghy, Reeves and Ormsby

AN ACT Relating to transferring dedicated accounts for
certain professional licenses to the business and professions
account; amending RCW 43.24.150; creating a new section;
repealing RCW 18.08.240, 18.39.810, 18.96.210, 18.140.260,
18.220.120, and 18.310.160; and providing an effective date.

Referred to Committee on Appropriations.

1301 by Representatives Peterson, Fosse, Davis, Street,

Simmons, Reed, Ormsby, Macri, Nance and Doglio

AN ACT Relating to reducing fees and expenses for services
for people confined in state facilities; amending RCW
72.09.765; adding a new section to chapter 72.01 RCW;
creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

Referred to Committee on Community Safety.

1302 by Representatives Cortes, Barnard, Simmons, Reed,

Springer and Timmons

AN ACT Relating to allowing local governments to
encourage sustainable technology and resiliency by waiving
utility connection charges for organizations utilizing industrial
symbiosis; amending RCW 35.92.385 and 35.92.380; and
creating a new section.

Referred to Committee on Environment & Energy.

HB 1303 by Representatives Mena, Berry, Reeves, Reed, Ormsby,

Salahuddin, Ramel, Pollet, Nance, Doglio and Scott
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AN ACT Relating to increasing environmental justice by
improving  government decisions; amending RCW
70A.15.2210; adding new sections to chapter 43.21C RCW;
and creating a new section.

Referred to Committee on Environment & Energy.

HB 1304 by Representatives Donaghy and Duerr

AN ACT Relating to the effective date of the filing of a notice
of intention with a boundary review board; amending RCW
36.93.100; and adding a new section to chapter 36.93 RCW.

Referred to Committee on Local Government.

HB 1305 by Representatives Donaghy and Duerr

AN ACT Relating to reimbursement by property owners for
street, road, and water or sewer projects; amending RCW
57.22.020, 35.91.020, and 35.72.020.

Referred to Committee on Local Government.

HB 1306 by Representatives Reed, Thai, Doglio, Cortes, Mena,

HB

Obras, Scott, Taylor, Macri, Ryu, Ortiz-Self, Salahuddin,
Berry, Duerr, Goodman, Simmons, Ormsby and Pollet

AN ACT Relating to establishing preceptorship and hardship
pathways to medical practice for international medical
graduates; amending RCW 18.71.051; and adding a new
section to chapter 18.71 RCW.

Referred to Committee on Health Care & Wellness.

1307 by Representatives Caldier, McClintock, Graham,

Connors, Manjarrez, Barnard, Jacobsen, Dye, Schmidt,
Eslick, Mendoza, Rude, Shavers, Couture, Waters, Klicker,
Griffey, Orcutt, Nance and Barkis

AN ACT Relating to easing the financial burden on families
by removing sales and use tax on diapers and essential child
care products; adding a new section to chapter 82.08 RCW;
adding a new section to chapter 82.12 RCW; adding a new
section to chapter 82.14 RCW; and creating new sections.

Referred to Committee on Finance.

HB 1308 by Representatives Reed, Fosse, Alvarado, Thai, Doglio,

HB

Cortes, Mena, Obras, Scott, Taylor, Macri, Ortiz-Self, Pollet,
Salahuddin, Berry, Duerr, Reeves, Goodman, Street,
Simmons, Walen, Ormsby, Ramel, Nance and Parshley

AN ACT Relating to access to personnel records; amending
RCW 49.12.240 and 49.12.250; adding a new section to
chapter 49.12 RCW; and prescribing penalties.

Referred to Committee on Labor & Workplace Standards.

1309 by Representatives McEntire, Bernbaum, Griffey,

Tharinger, Couture, Walsh, Simmons, Ormsby, Schmick and
Nance

AN ACT Relating to addressing the impacts of burrowing
shrimp on bottom culture shellfish farming through integrated
pest management research; reenacting and amending RCW
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43.79A.040 and 43.79A.040; adding new sections to chapter
15.85 RCW; creating a new section; providing an effective
date; and providing expiration dates.

Referred to Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources.

1310 by Representatives Pollet, Couture, Reeves, Rude,

HB

Callan, Davis, Ryu, Rule, Klicker, Alvarado, Street, Waters,
Simmons, Berry, Griffey, Reed, Paul, Salahuddin, Low,
Macri, Bergquist, Nance, Doglio, Timmons and Scott

AN ACT Relating to special education funding; amending
RCW 28A.150.390, 28A.150.560, and 28A.150.392; adding a
new section to chapter 28A.155 RCW; creating a new section;
and providing an effective date.

Referred to Committee on Appropriations.

1311 by Representatives Engell, Dye, Rude, Waters, Abell,

Schmick and Springer

AN ACT Relating to the implementation of the
recommendations of the department of fish and wildlife
regarding the gray wolf; amending RCW 77.12.020; and
creating new sections.

Referred to Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources.

HB 1312 by Representatives Fitzgibbon, Reeves, Couture, Davis,

Paul, Simmons, Reed, Macri, Tharinger, Donaghy and Scott

AN ACT Relating to paying state retirement benefits until the
end of the month in which the retiree or beneficiary dies;
adding a new section to chapter 41.50 RCW; creating a new
section; and providing an effective date.

Referred to Committee on Appropriations.

HB 1313 by Representatives Scott, Farivar, Berry, Alvarado, Ryu,

HB

Goodman, Simmons, Thai, Reed, Ormsby, Macri, Ramel,
Pollet and Doglio

AN ACT Relating to addressing mass'layoffs, relocations, and
terminations at covered establishments; amending RCW
49.44.211 and 49.62.020; adding /a new section to chapter
50.04 RCWj adding a new section to chapter 19.86 RCW;
adding a new chapter to Title 49 RCW; providing an effective
date; and prescribing penalties:

Referred to Committee on Labor & Workplace Standards.

1314 by Representatives Callan, Abbarno, Fosse, Davis,

HB

Waters, Reed, Salahuddin, Tharinger, Nance,:Eslick and
Doglio

AN ACT Relating to the early learning facilities grant and
loan program; amending RCW 43.31.565, 43.31.569,
43.31.571, 43.31.573, 43.31.575, 43.31.577, 43.31.579, and
43.31.581; adding a new section to chapter 43.31 RCW; and
repealing RCW 43.31.567.

Referred to Committee on Capital Budget.

1315 by Representatives Donaghy, Berry, Goodman, Pollet,

Nance and Doglio

AN ACT Relating to impaired driving; amending RCW
46.61.502, 46.61.503, 46.61.504, 46.61.5055, 46.61.506,
46.20.308, 46.20.3101, 46.61.500, and 46.61.5249; reenacting
and amending RCW 9A.04.080; adding a new section to
chapter 43.59 RCW; adding a new section to chapter 66.44
RCW; adding a new section to chapter 66.08 RCW;
prescribing penalties; providing an effective date; and
providing an expiration date.

Referred to Committee on Community Safety.

HB 1316 by Representatives Leavitt, Caldier, Shavers, Davis,

HB

Reed, Salahuddin, Pollet, Nance, Doglio and Timmons
AN ACT Relating to expanding the scope of programs for
postsecondary students experiencing homelessness and
former foster youth; and amending RCW 28B.77.850.

Referred to Committee on Appropriations.

1317 by Representatives Hackney, Goodman, Simmons,

Ormsby, Springer, Pollet and Doglio

AN ACT Relating to persons serving long sentences for
offenses committed prior to reaching 21 years of age;
amending RCW  9.94A.510, 9.94A.540, 9.94A.570,
9.94A.728, 9.94A.729, 9.94A.730, and 10.95.030; creating
new sections; and repealing RCW 10.95.035.

Referred to Committee.on Community Safety.

HB 1318 by Representatives Rule, Reeves, Shavers, Bernbaum,

Pollet, Nance and Timmons

AN ACT Relating to providing a sales and use tax exemption
for children's diapers; adding a new section to chapter 82.08
RCW;adding a new section to chapter 82.12 RCW; creating a
new section; and providing an effective date.

Referred to Committee on Finance.

HB 1319 by Representatives Street, Ormsby and Macri

AN ACT Relating to.enacting a wealth tax on the ownership
of stocks, bonds, and other financial intangible property to
fund programs and services to benefit Washingtonians;
amending RCW 82.32.160, 43.135.034, and 82.32.655;
adding a new Title to the Revised Code of Washington to be
codified as Title 84A RCW; creating new sections; and
prescribing penalties.

Referred to Committee on Finance.

HB 1320 by Representatives Street, Ormsby, Macri and Doglio

HB

AN ACT Relating to modifying business and occupation tax
rates to fund programs and services to benefit
Washingtonians; amending RCW 82.04.230, 82.04.240,
82.04.2404, 82.04.241, 82.04.250, 82.04.255, 82.04.257,
82.04.260, 82.04.2602, 82.04.263, 82.04.270, 82.04.272,
82.04.280, 82.04.285, 82.04.287, 82.04.290, 82.04.2905,
82.04.2906, 82.04.2907, 82.04.2908, 82.04.294, and
82.04.298; reenacting and amending RCW 82.04.260;
creating a new section; providing effective dates; and
providing an expiration date.

Referred to Committee on Finance.

1321 by Representatives Mena, Ortiz-Self, Parshley, Berry,

Reeves, Walen, Gregerson, Ryu, Alvarado, Street, Simmons,
Reed, Ormsby, Macri, Ramel, Tharinger, Pollet, Nance,
Cortes, Doglio and Scott

AN ACT Relating to the governor's authority to limit outside
militia activities within the state; adding a new section to
chapter 38.08 RCW; and declaring an emergency.

Referred to Committee on State Government & Tribal
Relations.

HB 1322 by Representatives Goodman, Cortes, Simmons, Reed,

Ormsby, Salahuddin, Nance and Doglio

AN ACT Relating to improving outcomes for individuals
adjudicated of juvenile offenses by increasing opportunities
for community placement options and refining procedural
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requirements; amending RCW  13.40.160, 13.40.165,
13.40.185, 13.40.0357, 72.05.420, 13.40.210, 13.40.215,
13.40.230, 13.40.308, and 72.01.412; and reenacting and
amending RCW 13.40.162.

Referred to Committee on Early Learning & Human Services.

There being no objection, the bills listed on the day’s
introduction sheet under the fourth order of business were referred
to the committees so designated.

There being no objection, the House advanced to the sixth
order of business.

SECOND READING

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8402, by
Senators Riccelli, Short and Dozier

Convening a joint session for the purpose of receiving the
State of the Judiciary message.

The concurrent resolution was read the second time.
MOTION

On motion of Representative Ramel, Representative Reed was
excused.

There being no objection, the rules were suspended, the
second reading considered the third and the concurrent resolution
was placed on final passage.

Representatives Fitzgibbon and Corry spoke in favor of the
adoption of the concurrent resolution.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 8402 was
adopted.

There being no objection, the House advanced to the eighth
order of business.

MOTION

There being’ no objection, the Committee on Local
Government was relieved of HOUSE BILL NO. 1098, and the bill
was referred to the Committee on Transportation.

JOINT SESSION

The Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Johnny Alexander, announced the
presence of the Senate at the Chamber door.

The Speaker called upon the Sergeant at Arms of the House
and the Sergeant at Arms of the Senate to escort President of the
Senate, Denny Heck, President Pro Tempore Steve Conway,
Senator Liz Lovelett, and Senator Shelly Short to the rostrum and
members of the Senate to seats within the Chamber.

Pursuant to House Concurrent Resolution No. 4400, the
Speaker called the Joint Session to order. The Clerk called the roll
of the members of the House of Representatives and the members
of the Senate. The Speaker declared that a quorum of the
Legislature was present.

The Speaker of the House called upon President of the Senate,
Lt. Governor Denny Heck, to preside over the Joint Session.

President Heck: “The purpose of this joint session is to
administer the oaths of office to statewide elected officials and to
receive the inaugural address from His Excellency, Governor Bob
Ferguson.”

APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE

The President of the Senate appointed a special committee
consisting of Representatives Marshall and Richards and Senators
Gildon and Hansen to escort the Justices of the Supreme Court to
the Chamber.

APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE

The President of the Senate appointed a special committee
consisting of Representatives Keaton and Scott and Senators
Boehnke and Chapman to escort the statewide elected officials to
the Chamber.

APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE

The President of the Senate appointed a special committee
consisting of Representatives Penner and Salahuddin and Senators
Cortes and MacEwen to notify Governor-elect Bob Ferguson that
the Joint Session had assembled and to escort Governor-elect Bob
Ferguson to the Chamber.

Sergeant at Arms Johnny Alexander announced the arrival of
the Justices of the Supreme Court. The special committee escorted
the Justices to seats at the front of the Chamber and they were
introduced: Chief Justice Debra Stephens, Associate Chief Justice
Charles Johnson, Justice Barbara Madsen, Justice Steven
Gonzalez, Justice Sheryl Gordon. McCloud, Justice Mary Yu,
Justice Raquel Montoya-Lewis, Justice Helen Whitener, and
Justice Salvador Mungia.

Sergeant at Arms Johnny Alexander announced the arrival of
the statewide elected officials. The special committee escorted the
statewide elected officials to seats at the front of the Chamber and
were introduced: Secretary of State Steve Hobbs, State Treasurer
Mike Pellicciotti, State Auditor Pat McCarthy, State Attorney
General-elect Nick Brown, Superintendent of Public Instruction
Chris Reykdal, Insurance Commissioner-elect Patty Kuderer, and
Commissioner-elect of Public Lands Dave Upthegrove.

The President recognized former Secretary of the U.S.
Department of Commerce, former Ambassador to the People’s
Republic of China, the 21st Governor of the state of Washington,
the Honorable Gary Locke, and former Representative and Senator
for the 3rd Legislative District, Spokane Mayor Lisa Brown who
were present in the gallery.

The President further introduced members of the Consular
Association of Washington who were present in the back of the
Chamber.

Sergeant at Arms Johnny Alexander announced the arrival of
His Excellency, Governor-elect Bob Ferguson at the Chamber
doors. The committee of honor escorted Governor-elect Ferguson
to the rostrum and he was introduced.

The Sergeant at Arms Color Guard commanded by Captain
Matt Fehler and comprised of Trooper Kyle Flaig, Trooper Dean
Gallanger, Sergeant Jeffery Bridges, and Trooper Michael Sessions
presented the Colors.

The President led the Chamber in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The National Anthem was performed by the Steilacoom High
School Chamber Choir.

The prayer was offered by Father Paul Magnano, founding
pastor at Christ Our Hope Catholic Church in Seattle, and Parish
Priest serving Skagit Valley Catholic Churches.

OATHS OF OFFICE

The President called upon each elected and re-elected state
official to proceed to the rostrum to receive their oaths of office.

Justice Mary Yu administered the Oath of Office to Dave
Upthegrove, Commissioner of Public Lands.



Justice Steven Gonzalez administered the Oath of Office to
Patty Kuderer, Insurance Commissioner.

Chief Justice Debra Stephens administered the Oath of Office
to Chris Reykdal, Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Justice Mary Yu administered the Oath of Office to Nick
Brown, Attorney General.

Associate Chief Justice Charles Johnson administered the
Oath of Office to Pat McCarthy, State Auditor.

Chief Justice Debra Stephens administered the Oath of Office
to Mike Pellicciotti, State Treasurer.

Justice Mary Yu administered the Oath of Office to Steve
Hobbs, Secretary of State.

The President handed the gavel to the Speaker.

Chief Justice Debra Stephens administered the Oath of Office
to Denny Heck, Lieutenant Governor.

The Speaker returned the gavel to the President.

Chief Justice Debra Stephens administered the Oath of Office
to Bob Ferguson, Governor.

GOVERNOR'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS

“Mr. President, Madam Speaker, Distinguished guests, and
my fellow Washingtonians,

Please join me in thanking the Steilacoom High School
Chamber Choir for their beautiful rendition of the national anthem.

My mom, Betty Ferguson, passed away last year. Before she
died, she asked Father Paul Magnano to perform her funeral mass
and eulogy. He is, as you might imagine, very close to the
Ferguson family. Please join me in thanking Father Paul for his
invocation.

And while my mom and dad are not here; my family is very
well represented. In fact, most of the gallery on my left is family.
Including five of my six siblings. I’'m mumber 6 in the order.
Given that history, this is.a strange experience because I’ve never
spoken this long, ‘uninterrupted, with my siblings in the room.
Thank you in advance, Tom, Ann, Peter, Bill and John, for your
restraint this afternoon.

And now for my favorite sentence in this speech.— I am
excited to introduce you to my wife of 20 years, an educator in our
outstanding communitycollege system, the new First Lady of
Washington State, Colleen Ferguson.

Colleen and I are parents to teenage twins who are pleased to
have an excused absence from school so they can join us today.
Jack and Katie here’s the one thing I most want you to remember
from this day — being your dad is not only my most important job,
but it’s also the job that brings me the most joy. Your mom and I
are very proud of you.

I’'m here today because I believe<in the urgency and
importance of making Washington a better place for young people
like Jack and Katie.

And if you talk to anyone in my family, they will tell you that
I’ve always been goal oriented, whether it’s working on climbing
Washington state’s 100 highest peaks with Jack, or securing wins
for Washingtonians as Attorney General.

As your Governor, I will continue this focus on measurable,
and ambitious, goals. I will have a bias for action. To that end,
let’s get straight to the point.

We face real challenges as a state and as a people. Our state is
unaffordable for many Washingtonians. We rank 50th, last, per
capita, in number of law enforcement officers. Our ferry system
it’s broken.

We are confronted with a behavioral health crisis. Too many
of our residents are unsheltered. Housing is too expensive and
there’s not enough of it. Our state government is bogged down by
too much bureaucracy. And core freedoms, like reproductive
freedom, are threatened.
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Despite these, and other challenges, I am optimistic. I know
that together we can make real progress and increase opportunities
for all Washingtonians.

Now I admit to being a glass half full kind of guy. But my
optimism is warranted for three reasons.

First, Washingtonians are among the most resilient, dynamic
and innovative people in the world.

Second, they are represented by dedicated legislators from
diverse backgrounds united by a common commitment to help
improve our state.

On that note, please join me in welcoming the 20 new
members of the state Legislature. Thanks to all of you for the
sacrifice that I know each and every one of you make to serve your
constituents.

And third, Washington’s history demonstrates, over and over
again, that we rise to the challenges placed in our path and we
emerge stronger each time. That legacy is personal for me. And
because this is my first time speaking in this chamber, and with so
many family members here today, I want to share a bit of that
history:

Both sides of my family were here before we were a State.
Back in those territorial days, my great grandparents on my mom’s
side homesteaded along the Skagit River where they carved out a
life from the land. They ventured West with little more than
determination and a desire to forge their future here. Their
comforts must have been few indeed.

Meanwhile, on my dad’s side, our ancestors made their way to
a different part of our Territory — Vancouver. The Territorial
Legislature created a School for the Deaf and the school hired my
great-great-great. uncle, James Watson, to lead it in those early
years. His wife, Cecilia, joined him in this important work to
which they both dedicated their professional lives.

A few years after these, and other, family members arrived,
Governor Elisha Ferry delivered the very first inaugural address in
1889.

Now, some of you know I collect political memorabilia from
our state’s history. And I recently purchased an original copy of
Governor’s Ferry’s inaugural address in 1889 and it’s actually
signed by him. /It is truly amazing what one can find on eBay!
Come by my office and check it out some time.

As you can certainly appreciate, this audience can certainly
appreciate both Governor Ferry and that Legislature faced
significant obstacles as they confronted the daunting prospect of
literally creating a state government.

Ferry understood that. Yet he struck an optimistic tone and
declared that: ‘with resources superior to those of any other equal
area, with a population as enterprising as it is courageous, there is
no reason why the state of Washington should not in the near
future rank amongst the most prominent states in the union, nor
why the people should not enjoy the priceless blessings of
prosperity, health and happiness.’

More than a century later, Governor Ferry’s family is still here
in our state. Please join me in welcoming the great-grand-nephew
of Elisha Ferry, Tom Kellogg of Sequim, and his wife Kathie.

History surely vindicated Governor Ferry’s optimism.
Washington is indeed among the most prominent and prosperous
states in our Union, even if that prosperity is not equally shared by
all. But the path to our current status as a world leader in so many
economic sectors has not been a smooth, straight line since
Governor Ferry’s 1889 address.

The Great Depression hit Washingtonians hard. But in his
inaugural address in 1933, Governor Clarence Martin also found
reason for hope. He said: ‘We are confronted by a great
responsibility. But it is reassuring and inspiring to realize that the
responsibility is not greater than the opportunity.’

Clarence Martin led our state well during those challenging
years. Joining us today is Governor Martin’s granddaughter, Janet
Martin, and his great-granddaughter, Jennifer Hutchings, both of
Spokane. Please join me in thanking them for their family’s
service to this state.

When Governor Martin delivered that 1933 inaugural address,
my family was still reeling from a tragedy. My grandfather,
Francis Hausmann, had just died very unexpectedly while still a
young man. His wife, my grandmother Edith Hausmann, was
widowed with five young children between the ages of 4, my
mom, and 12.
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Edith and Francis owned a meat market in Everett,
Washington which my grandfather operated. The day after his
funeral, Edith went to that meat market and took over the business.

I don’t know how many single moms with five kids were
business owners in Washington state in 1932, but Edith Hausmann,
she was one of them. I continue to be inspired by Edith, and the
Bible I took the oath on a few minutes ago belonged to her.

She never remarried. Edith focused on that small business and
her five children. Her four sons all served during World War II.
She ran that business for twenty years before passing it down to
one of her sons.

And her one daughter, my mom, became a special education
teacher in our public school system after marrying her high school
sweetheart from Everett High School.

My parents worked hard and raised seven kids. Their lives
were undoubtedly busy, but they still found time to be involved
politically, and in 1963 they were amongst the first volunteers and
supporters of a young state representative who launched a longshot
campaign for Governor. Dad helped organize the 36th District for
that candidate, Dan Evans.

My siblings still remember driving around with Dad in an old
Volkswagen putting up yard signs. Mom and Dad hosted one of the
very first coffees for Dan Evans at our home. We literally still
have my dad’s handwritten notes with the guest list from that
event. They were the type of grass roots supporters who help send
people like us into public life.

Mom and Dad saw something in a very young Dan Evans that
generations of Washingtonians came to admire.

The Sixties were certainly a challenging time for our state and
country. Here’s what Governor Evans had to say 60 years ago at
his first inaugural address: ‘We are at this moment experiencing
great challenges—challenges which test an administration, a
legislature and a people. To meet these challenges, we cannot be
leisurely when the times call for action.’

A few months ago, Dan Evans passed away after a life of
service. He was one of the greatest Washingtonians who ever
lived. We are honored, today, to be joined by one of his children.
Please join me in thanking Dan Evans, Jr. and the entire Evans
family for sharing Governor Evans and Nancy Evans with the
people of our state.

By the way, I met with Dan Jr. recently and told him about
one of my favorite possessions, and it’s a photo of my parents with
Dan Evans shortly after his 1964 election. Mom is 8 months
pregnant in the photo with her sixth child, me. So, that photo will
be in my office as a reminder that ‘To/meet these challenges we
cannot be leisurely when the times call for action.’

Let us embrace those words during this Session. - Let us have
a bias toward action.

Let us listen to one another, without consideration for party,
so that the strongest argument prevails.

That is how we do our best work. And let me be specific with
examples of how we can work in a bipartisan way.

Representative Connors, I am excited to work with you to get
your Homes for Heroes legislation to my desk. Let’s recognize the
contributions of police officers, firefighters, behavioral health
professionals and other critical public servants and ensure they can
access low-interest loans to purchase their first homes.

Representative Davis, you've developed a robust and
balanced package to improve public safety. I look forward to
assisting you in this important work.

Representative Dent, thank you for joining me for lunch at the
Palace Cafe in Ellensburg. I share your commitment to supporting
Washington farmers. By the way, that includes ensuring they
receive the rebates they were promised under the Climate
Commitment Act. Thank you.

Representatives Santos and Callan, thank you for stepping up
to work on addressing the youth mental health crisis. There is no
more important we face than that work.

Senator Braun, where are you Senator Braun? There are so
many faces in front of me. Senator Braun, I hope to work with you
to adopt reasonable limits on the Governor’s emergency powers.
We can do that together.

Representative Reed, your proposal to ensure that every
Washingtonian with a 3.0 GPA receives automatic acceptance into
many of our exceptional state institutions of higher education

should be adopted by this Legislature. And I look forward to
signing it.

Senator Holy, thank you for your legislation proposing a $100
million grant program to help local law enforcement agencies hire
more well-trained officers to improve public safety. That idea was
a cornerstone of my campaign for Governor. Any budget I sign
must include this funding.

Representative Mena, I support your legislation prohibiting
the National Guard from other states from coming into Washington
state to advance any president’s agenda without our permission.
Texas and Montana have adopted similar policies. Washington
must join them. Thank you.

And speaking of Presidents, let me be very clear. My
administration will work with President Trump where we can. We
will stand up to him when we must. That most certainly includes
protecting Washingtonians’ reproductive freedom.

That’s why I’'m taking action today to protect those freedoms.
The times call for action. Immediately following this speech, I will
sign an Executive Order directing the Department of Health to
convene a roundtable of medical providers, reproductive health
experts and policy makers to recommend strategies for protecting
reproductive freedom. I’'m proud of the robust legal protections
we have here in Washington state, including, thanks to you, the
nation’s strongest health data privacy law, but I am confident there
is even more we can do.

During .my campaign for Governor, I had the honor of
meeting Washingtonians in all 39 counties, from all walks of life.
And the single biggest concern I heard was affordability.

Washingtonians need more housing; lots more housing. We
must make it easier, faster and less expensive to build housing of
all kinds. The times call for action. And that is why I am signing
an Executive Order, immediately following this speech, directing
state agencies to review all regulations that impact housing,
permitting and construction and identify any provision that can be
streamlined, deferred or eliminated. This issue is critical. And
that’s precisely why I turned to one of our state’s most trusted
leaders to lead the Housing task force of my Transition team, Lt.
Governor Denny Heck.

Last week, Lt Governor Heck presented me with a 42-page
report containing 20 recommendations to address this crisis.
Including many that reflect ongoing legislative efforts to expand
transit-oriented development, protect vulnerable renters and small
landlords, and give local governments tools and incentives to
improve housing supply and affordability.

Adopting these recommendations is one of my top priorities.
We also must make Washington State more affordable in other
ways.

As Attorney General, my team and I stopped an illegal
grocery merger that would have increased the price of groceries for
families. We also stopped illegal price fixing schemes that
increased the price of chicken, tuna, and household items like
computers and televisions.

What did I do with the hundred million dollars my team made
those corporations pay? I sent those dollars directly to Washington
families.

Trust me on this, I am taking that same laser focus on
affordability to the Governor’s office. To that end, I am excited to
work with Senator Riccelli and Representative Berg on legislation
to ensure that every student attending K-12 public schools receives
free breakfast and lunch as part of their basic education. Right
now, if you’re a single parent working 40 hours a week making 19
bucks an hour, your child doesn’t qualify for free meals. That’s
unacceptable. That needs to change.

This will improve learning for kids and save time and money
for working parents. Another challenge we face is the multi-
billion-dollar budget shortfall. We should have an open and honest
dialogue about how we arrived at this shortfall and what lessons
we must learn. Let us work together to ensure that we correct
some of the actions that brought us here.

But let me start by stating that the era of assuming unrealistic
growth in revenue is over. To be specific, I will not sign a budget
that requires unrealistic revenue growth to balance. Moreover, [
will veto policy bills that defer major spending obligations more
than 4 years after the legislation is adopted. These bills violate the
spirit of Washington’s requirement that state budgets be balanced
over a 4-year period.



Now let’s talk about the challenge immediately before us,
addressing our current shortfall. Here’s my approach. First, we
must prioritize. We cannot simply assume that government’s role
is to do everything it has always done, while continuing to add new
programs and responsibilities every year. That’s not smart. And
that’s not sustainable. Rather, like any family budget, we must be
vigilant in assessing existing investments to determine whether
they still make sense and whether they meet our priorities during a
budget crisis.

And I will start. Last week, I proposed $4 billion in budget
savings. These savings are in addition to those proposed in
Governor Inslee’s budget. Finding savings and efficiencies is a
shared responsibility. I am committed to that principle. In my
proposal, I included a $35 million sweep of the Attorney General’s
Office, an agency that I care deeply about.

‘To meet these challenges, we cannot be leisurely when the
times call for action.” These times also call for action to improve
the way state government serves the people. Few things frustrate
me more than bureaucracy that creates delays, confusion, or extra
hurdles when people and businesses need questions answered and
results delivered. Our state employees work hard, and we are
thankful for their public service. We must do a better job listening
to them and to the public to find ways to improve customer service
and save money while we are doing it.

I’m in politics because I believe in the power of government
to improve people’s lives. At the same time, we must recognize
government does not always meet that promise. So let me be
clear: I'm not here to defend government. I’m here to reform it.

Over the past eight weeks, I have hired and retained talented
cabinet secretaries who share my frustration with bureaucracy that
interferes with serving the people and my passion for making
government work better.

Senator Pedersen and Speaker Jinkins, this is probably a good
time to apologize for stealing two of your committee chairs;
Representative Senn and Senator Nguyen. I know they will be
missed in this building, but their new roles as leaders of two of our
biggest and most important state agencies are critical’ for our
success.

Our mission must be to speed up government, improve
customer service and center the people in every decision we make.
Let me give you an example. If a Washingtonian applies for a
permit, they need that permit delivered on time. Time is money for
that Washingtonian and their business. And if the permit is late,
why should that Washingtonian still pay for it? That changes now.

Immediately after this speech, I am signing an Executive
Order directing all state agencies to cut down their permit and
license processing times.  We’ll establish quick and. transparent
deadlines for all agencies to meet and if an agency doesn’t meet its
deadline, they’ll refund yourapplication fee.

I’ll have more reforms and improvements to announce in-the
coming weeks. This is just a start to our important work,
recognizing the urgency of making government more efficient,
responsive, and centered on the people. That is the commitment I
am bringing to this office, rooted in my values and the lessons
from our shared history.

I’ve mentioned the names of several leaders today who gave
voice and vision to the people of Washington/in challenging times,
and the members of my family who inspire-me to action every day.
Like all parents, when Colleen was pregnant with our twins we
gave a lot of thought to their names.

Names matter. Names have meaning. Names symbolize
things we care about. I’m proud that my middle name is Watson.
That name connects me in a very personal way to James Watson
and his unique service to the people of Washington Territory and
Washington State.

My son Jack’s full name is Jackson Murray Ferguson. Named
after two Everett men of real integrity, Scoop Jackson and my late
father, Murray Ferguson.

I tried to convince Colleen to name our daughter Edith. True.
Colleen quite reasonably pointed out that Edith, in the 21st century,
is a rather old-fashioned name. She was right, as she usually is, so
we agreed on Katie. But I still sometimes call Katie ‘Edith’
anyway. And I probably always will, because I like to remind her
about someone very important in our family history. And because I
want her to know that while the name Edith may be old fashioned,
qualities like resilience, hard work, common sense, patriotism,
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practicality, faith, frugality, service, and sacrifice, qualities her
great-grandmother Edith Hausmann had in abundance, they will
never be out of style.

Indeed, those are the qualities possessed by generations of
Washingtonians that have always made our State, and Territory,
great.

Elisha Ferry, Clarence Martin and Dan Evans, they all
understood this. In his 1965 inaugural address, Governor Evans
provided us a roadmap to solving our challenges. Here is what he
said: ‘This administration is not frightened by the word liberal, nor
is it ashamed of the word conservative. It does not believe that the
words ‘fiscal responsibility’ are old fashioned nor will it ever fear
to spend money if money needs to be spent.’

That’s common sense. That’s practical. May those qualities
guide us in our work, together, this session. And, above all else,
let us not be leisurely when the times call for action. Thank you
for joining me in serving the people of Washington state.”

The President thanked the Governor for his remarks.

The President called-upon the special committee to escort the
Governor from the Chamber.

The President called upon the special committee to escort the
statewide elected officials from the Chamber.

The President called upon the special committee to escort the
Justices of the Supreme Court from the Chamber.

MOTION

On motion of Representative Fitzgibbon, the Joint Session
was dissolved.

The President of the Senate thanked the Speaker and the
House for their hospitality and returned the gavel to the Speaker.
The Speaker assumed the chair.

The Speaker called upon the Sergeant at Arms of the House
and the Sergeant at Arms of the Senate to escort the President of
the Senate, Denny Heck, President Pro Tempore Steve Conway,
Senator Liz Lovelett, and Senator Shelly Short and members of the
Senate from the House Chamber.

MOTION

On motion of Representative Fitzgibbon, the House adjourned
until 9:55 a.m., Thursday, January 16, 2025, the 4th Day of the
2025 Regular Session.

LAURIE JINKINS, Speaker
BERNARD DEAN, Chief Clerk
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