Title 46
MOTOR VEHICLES

Chapters

46.01 Department of licensing.
46.04 Definitions.

46.08 General provisions.

46.09 Off-road, nonhighway, and wheeled all-terrain
vehicles.
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46.18 Special license plates.

46.19 Special parking privileges for persons with dis-
abilities.

46.20 Drivers' licenses—Identicards.

46.21 Driver license compact.

46.22 Vehicle and driver data.

46.23 Nonresident violator compact.

46.25 Uniform commerecial driver's license act.

46.29 Financial responsibility.

46.30 Mandatory liability insurance.

46.32 Vehicle inspection.

46.35 Recording devices in motor vehicles.

46.37 Vehicle lighting and other equipment.

46.44 Size, weight, load.

46.48 Transportation of hazardous materials.

46.52 Accidents—Reports—Abandoned vehicles.

46.53 Abandoned recreational vehicles.

46.55 Towing and impoundment.

46.61 Rules of the road.

46.63 Disposition of traffic infractions.

46.64 Enforcement.

46.65 Washington habitual traffic offenders act.

46.66 Washington auto theft prevention authority.

46.68 Disposition of revenue.

46.70 Dealers and manufacturers.

46.71 Automotive repair.

46.72 Transportation of passengers in for hire vehi-
cles.

46.72A  Limousines.

46.73 Private carrier drivers.

46.74 Ride sharing.

46.75 Personal delivery devices.

46.76 Motor vehicle transporters.

46.79 Hulk haulers and scrap processors.

46.80 Vehicle wreckers.

46.81A  Motorcycle skills education program.

46.82 Driver training schools.

46.83 Traffic schools.

46.85 Reciprocal or proportional registration of
vehicles.

46.87 Proportional registration.

46.90 Washington model traffic ordinance.

46.92 Autonomous motor vehicles.

46.93 Motorsports vehicles—Dealer and manufac-
turer franchises.

46.96 Manufacturers' and dealers' franchise agree-
ments.

46.98 Construction.

Aircraft and airman regulations: Chapter 14.16 RCW.
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Aircraft dealers: Chapter 14.20 RCW.

Ambulances and drivers: RCW 70.54.060, 70.54.065.
Auto transportation companies: Title 81 RCW.
Bicycles, regulation by cities: Chapter 35.75 RCW.
Consumer protection: Chapter 19.86 RCW.

Crimes

controlled substances, seizure and forfeiture of vehicles: RCW 69.50.505.

driving while intoxicated while engaged in occupational duties: RCW
9.91.020.

firearms in vehicle: RCW 9.41.050, 9.41.060.

taking motor vehicle without permission in the first or second degree:
RCW 94.56.070, 94.56.075.

vehicle prowling: RCW 94.52.095, 94.52.100.

Driver training education courses: Chapter 284.220 RCW.
Emission control program: Chapter 704.25 RCW.
Explosives, regulation: Chapter 70.74 RCW.

Fireworks, regulation, transportation: Chapter 70.77 RCW.

Highway funds, use, constitutional limitations: State Constitution Art. 2 § 40
(Amendment 18).

Hulk haulers and scrap processors: Chapter 46.79 RCW.

Juveniles, court to forward record to director of licensing: RCW 13.50.200.
Leases: Chapter 624.24 RCW.

"Lemon Law": Chapter 19.118 RCW.

Limited access highways, violations: RCW 47.52.120.

Littering: Chapter 704.200 RCW.

Marine employees—Public employment relations: Chapter 47.64 RCW.
Motor boat regulation: Chapter 794.60 RCW.

Motor vehicle use tax: Chapter 82.12 RCW.

Motor vehicle fund income from United States securities—Exemption from
reserve fund requirement: RCW 43.84.095.

State patrol: Chapter 43.43 RCW.

Toll bridges: Chapters 47.56, 47.60 RCW.

Traffic control at work sites: RCW 47.36.200.

Traffic safety commission: Chapter 43.59 RCW.
Transit vehicles, unlawful conduct in: RCW 9.91.025.
Warranties, express: Chapter 19.118 RCW.

Chapter 46.01 RCW
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING

Sections

46.01.011  Purpose.

46.01.020  Department created.

46.01.030  Administration and improvement of certain motor vehicle
laws.

46.01.040  Powers, duties, and functions relating to motor vehicle laws
vested in department.

46.01.070  Functions performed by state patrol as agent for director of
licenses transferred to department.

46.01.100  Organization of department.

46.01.110  Rule-making authority.

46.01.115  Rules to implement 1998 ¢ 165.

46.01.130  Powers and duties of director—Vehicle registration, appoint-
ments, branch offices, personnel screening.

46.01.135  Establishment of investigation unit—Use of criminal history
information.

46.01.140  County auditors, agents, and subagents—Powers and duties—

Standard contracts—Rules.
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46.01.011

46.01.150  Branch offices.

46.01.160  Forms for applications, certificates of title, registration certifi-
cates, etc.

46.01.170  Seal.

46.01.180  Oaths and acknowledgments.

46.01.190  Designation of state patrol as agent for surrender of drivers'
licenses.

46.01.230  Payment by check or money order—Dishonored checks or
money orders—Failure to surrender canceled certificate,
registration, or permit—Immunity from payment of uncol-
lected fees—Rules.

46.01.235  Payment by credit or debit card.

46.01.240  Internet payment option.

46.01.250  Certified copies of records—Fee.

46.01.260  Destruction of records by director.

46.01.270  Destruction of records by county auditor or other agent.

46.01.290  Director to make annual reports to governor.

46.01.310  Immunity of director, the state, county auditors, agents, and
subagents.

46.01.315  Immunity of director, the state, licensed driver training
schools, and school districts in administering knowledge and
driving portions of driver licensing examination.

46.01.320  Title and registration advisory committee.

46.01.330  Facilities siting coordination.

46.01.340  Database of fuel dealer and distributor license information.

46.01.350  Fuel tax advisory group.

46.01.360  Fees—Study and adjustment.

46.01.370  Authority to sell and distribute discover passes and day-use
permits.

46.01.380  Cost recovery—Portion of credit card and other financial
transaction costs.

46.01.385  Agency financial transaction account.

Extension or modification of licensing, certification, or registration period
authorized—Rules and regulations, manner and content: RCW
43.24.140.

Gambling commission, administrator and staff for: RCW 9.46.080.
Health, department of, functions transferred to: RCW 43.70.901.

Public bodies may retain collection agencies to collect public debts—Fees:
RCW 19.16.500.

46.01.011 Purpose. The legislature finds that the
department of licensing administers laws relating to the
licensing and regulation of professions, businesses, and other
activities in addition to administering laws relating to the
licensing and regulation of vehicles and vehicle operators,
dealers, and manufacturers. The laws administered by the
department have the common denominator of licensing and
regulation and are directed toward protecting and enhancing
the well-being of the residents of the state. [2010 ¢ 161 §
201;1994 ¢ 92 § 500; 1979 ¢ 158 § 113; 1977 ex.s.c 334 § 1.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.020 Department created. A department of the
government of this state to be known as the "department of
licensing" is hereby created. [1979 ¢ 158 § 114; 1977 ex.s. ¢
334 §2;1965¢ 156 § 2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.030 Administration and improvement of cer-
tain motor vehicle laws. The department is responsible for
administering and recommending the improvement of the
motor vehicle laws of this state relating to:

(1) Driver examining and licensing;

(2) Driver improvement;

(3) Driver records;

(4) Financial responsibility;

(5) Certificates of title;
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(6) Vehicle registration certificates and license plates;

(7) Proration and reciprocity;

(8) Liquid fuel tax collections;

(9) Licensing of dealers, motor vehicle transporters,
motor vehicle wreckers, for hire vehicles, and drivers'
schools;

(10) General highway safety promotion in cooperation
with the Washington state patrol and traffic safety commis-
sion; and

(11) Such other activities as the legislature may provide.
[2010 c 161 § 1107; 1990 ¢ 250 § 14; 1965 ¢ 156 § 3.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.01.040 Powers, duties, and functions relating to
motor vehicle laws vested in department. The department
is vested with all powers, functions, and duties with respect to
and including the following:

(1) The fuel tax and aircraft fuel tax as provided in chap-
ters 82.38 and 82.42 RCW;

(2) The motor vehicle excise tax as provided in chapter
82.44 RCW;

(3) The travel trailers and campers excise tax as provided
in chapter 82.50 RCW;

(4) All general powers and duties relating to motor vehi-
cles as provided in chapter 46.08 RCW;

(5) Certificates of title and registration certificates as
provided in chapters 46.12 and 46.16A RCW;

(6) The registration of motor vehicles as provided in
chapter 46.16A RCW;

(7) Dealers' licenses as provided in chapter 46.70 RCW;

(8) The licensing of motor vehicle transporters as pro-
vided in chapter 46.76 RCW;

(9) The licensing of vehicle wreckers as provided in
chapter 46.80 RCW;

(10) The administration of the laws relating to reciprocal
or proportional registration of motor vehicles as provided in
chapter 46.85 RCW;

(11) The licensing of passenger vehicles for hire as pro-
vided in chapter 46.72 RCW;

(12) Drivers' licenses as provided in chapter 46.20 RCW;

(13) Commercial driver training schools as provided in
chapter 46.82 RCW;

(14) Financial responsibility as provided in chapter
46.29 RCW;

(15) Accident reporting as provided in chapter 46.52
RCW;

(16) Disposition of revenues as provided in chapter
46.68 RCW; and

(17) The administration of all other laws relating to
motor vehicles vested in the director of licenses on June 30,
1965. [2013 ¢ 225 § 606; 2011 ¢ 171 § 10; 2010 c 161 §
1108; 1983 ¢3 § 117; 1979 ¢ 158 § 115; 1965 ¢ 156 § 4.]

Effective date—2013 ¢ 225: See note following RCW 82.38.010.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.
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46.01.070 Functions performed by state patrol as
agent for director of licenses transferred to department.
Functions named in RCW 46.01.030 which have been per-
formed by the state patrol as agent of the director of licenses
before June 30, 1965 shall be performed by the department of
licensing after June 30, 1965. [1979 ¢ 158 § 118; 1965 ¢ 156

§7.]

46.01.100 Organization of department. Directors
shall organize the department in such manner as they may
deem necessary to segregate and conduct the work of the
department. [1990 ¢ 250 § 16; 1965 ¢ 156 § 10.]

46.01.110 Rule-making authority. The director may
adopt and enforce rules to carry out provisions related to
vehicle registrations, certificates of title, and drivers' licenses.
These rules must not be based:

(1) Solely on a section of law stating a statute's intent or
purpose;

(2) On the enabling provisions of the statute establishing
the agency; or

(3) On any combination of subsections (1) and (2) of this
section. [2010 ¢ 161 § 202; 1995 ¢ 403 § 108; 1979 ¢ 158 §
120; 1965 ¢ 156 § 11; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.140. Prior: 1937 ¢
188 § 79; RRS § 6312-79. Formerly RCW 46.08.140.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Findings—Short title—Intent—1995 ¢ 403: See note following RCW
34.05.328.

46.01.115 Rules to implement 1998 ¢ 165. The depart-
ment of licensing may adopt rules as necessary to implement
chapter 165, Laws of 1998. [1998 ¢ 165 § 14.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.130 Powers and duties of director—Vehicle
registration, appointments, branch offices, personnel
screening. The director:

(1) Shall supervise and control the issuing of vehicle cer-
tificates of title, vehicle registrations, and vehicle license
plates, and has the full power to do all things necessary and
proper to carry out the provisions of the law relating to the
registration of vehicles;

(2) May appoint and employ deputies, assistants, repre-
sentatives, and clerks;

(3) May establish branch offices in different parts of the
state;

(4) May appoint county auditors in Washington state or,
in the absence of a county auditor, the department or an offi-
cial of county government as agents for applications for and
the issuance of vehicle certificates of title and vehicle regis-
trations; and

(5)(a) Shall investigate the conviction records and pend-
ing charges of any current employee of or prospective
employee being considered for any position with the depart-
ment who has or will have:

(1)(A) The ability to create or modify records of appli-
cants for enhanced drivers' licenses and identicards issued
under RCW 46.20.202; and

(B) The ability to issue enhanced drivers' licenses and
identicards under RCW 46.20.202; or
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(ii)) The ability to conduct examinations under RCW
46.25.060; or

(iii) Access to information pertaining to vehicle license
plates, drivers' licenses, or identicards under RCW
46.08.066, or vessel registrations issued under RCW
88.02.330 that, alone or in combination with any other infor-
mation, may reveal the identity of an individual, or reveal that
an individual is or was, performing an undercover or covert
law enforcement, confidential public health work, public
assistance fraud, or child support investigative activity.

(b) The investigation consists of a background check as
authorized under RCW 10.97.050, 43.43.833, and 43.43.834,
and the federal bureau of investigation. The background
check must be conducted through the Washington state patrol
criminal identification section and may include a national
check from the federal bureau of investigation, which is
through the submission of fingerprints. The director shall use
the information solely to determine the character, suitability,
and competence of current or prospective employees subject
to this section.

(¢) The director shall investigate the conviction records
and pending charges of an employee subject to:

(1) Subsection (5)(a)(i) of this section every five years;
and

(i1) Subsection (5)(a)(ii) of this section as required under
49 C.F.R. Sec. 384.228 as it existed on July 8, 2014, or such
subsequent date as may be provided by the department by
rule, consistent with the purposes of this section.

(d) Criminal justice agencies shall provide the director
with information that they may possess and that the director
may require solely to determine the employment suitability
of current or prospective employees subject to this section.
[2013¢336§1;2013¢224§1;2010c 161 § 203;2009 ¢ 169
§1;,1979¢ 158 § 121; 1973 ¢ 103 § 2; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 8;
1965 ¢ 156 § 13; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.090. Prior: 1937 ¢ 188 §
26; RRS § 6312-26; prior: 1921 ¢ 96 § 3, part; 1917 ¢ 155 §
2, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 3, part. Formerly RCW 46.08.090.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2013 ¢ 224 § 1 and by
2013 ¢ 336 § 1, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—2013 ¢ 336: See note following RCW 46.08.066.

Effective date—2013 ¢ 224: "Sections 1 and 3 through 14 of this act
take effect July 8, 2014." [2013 ¢ 224 § 17.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.135 Establishment of investigation unit—Use
of criminal history information. (1) There is established an
investigation unit within the department for the purpose of
detection, investigation, and prosecution of any act prohib-
ited or declared to be unlawful in the programs administered
by the department. The director will employ qualified super-
visory, legal, and investigative personnel for the program.
Program staff must be qualified by training and experience.

(2) The director and the investigation unit are authorized
to receive criminal history record information that includes
nonconviction data for any purpose associated with an inves-
tigation conducted by the investigation unit established under
this section. Dissemination or use of nonconviction data for
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purposes other than that authorized in this section is prohib-
ited. [2008 ¢ 74 § 6.]
Finding—2008 c 74: See note following RCW 51.04.024.

46.01.140 County auditors, agents, and subagents—
Powers and duties—Standard contracts—Rules. (1)
County auditor/agent duties. A county auditor or other
agent appointed by the director must:

(a) Enter into a standard contract provided by the direc-
tor;

(b) Provide all services authorized by the director for
vehicle certificates of title and vehicle registration applica-
tions and issuance under the direction and supervision of the
director including, but not limited to:

(1) Processing reports of sale;

(i1) Processing transitional ownership transactions;

(iii) Processing mail-in vehicle registration renewals
until directed otherwise by legislative authority;

(iv) Issuing registrations and temporary ORV use per-
mits for off-road vehicles as required under chapter 46.09
RCW;

(v) Issuing registrations for snowmobiles as required
under chapter 46.10 RCW; and

(vi) Collecting fees and taxes as required;

(c) If authorized by the director, offer for sale discover
passes as provided in chapter 79A.80 RCW.

(2) County auditor/agent assistants and subagents. A
county auditor or other agent appointed by the director may,
with approval of the director:

(a) Appoint assistants as special deputies to accept appli-
cations for vehicle certificates of title and to issue vehicle
registrations; and

(b) Recommend and request that the director appoint
subagencies within the county to accept applications for vehi-
cle certificates of title and vehicle registration application
issuance.

(3) Appointing subagents. A county auditor or other
agent appointed by the director who requests a subagency
must, with approval of the director:

(a) Use an open competitive process including, but not
limited to, a written business proposal and oral interview to
determine the qualifications of all interested applicants; and

(b) Submit all proposals to the director with a recom-
mendation for appointment of one or more subagents who
have applied through the open competitive process. If a qual-
ified successor who is an existing subagent's sibling, spouse,
or child, or a subagency employee has applied, the county
auditor must provide the name of the qualified successor and
the name of one other applicant who is qualified and was cho-
sen through the open competitive process.

(4) Subagent duties. A subagent appointed by the direc-
tor must:

(a) Enter into a standard contract with the county auditor
or agent provided by the director;

(b) Provide all services authorized by the director for
vehicle certificates of title and vehicle registration applica-
tions and issuance under the direction and supervision of the
county auditor or agent and the director including, but not
limited to:

(1) Processing reports of sale;

(i1) Processing transitional ownership transactions;
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(iii) Mailing out vehicle registrations and replacement
plates to internet payment option customers until directed
otherwise by legislative authority;

(iv) Issuing registrations and temporary ORV use per-
mits for off-road vehicles as required under chapter 46.09
RCW;

(v) Issuing registrations for snowmobiles as required
under chapter 46.10 RCW; and

(vi) Collecting fees and taxes as required; and

(c) If authorized by the director, offer for sale discover
passes as provided in chapter 79A.80 RCW.

(5) Subagent successorship. A subagent appointed by
the director who no longer wants his or her appointment may
recommend a successor who is the subagent's sibling, spouse,
or child, or a subagency employee. The recommended suc-
cessor must participate in the open competitive process used
to select an applicant. In making successor recommendations
and appointment determinations, the following provisions
apply:

(a) If a subagency is held by a partnership or corporate
entity, the nomination must be submitted on behalf of, and
agreed to by, all partners or corporate officers;

(b) A subagent may not receive any direct or indirect
compensation or remuneration from any party or entity in
recognition of a successor nomination. A subagent may not
receive any financial benefit from the transfer or termination
of an appointment;

(c) The appointment of a successor is intended to assist
in the efficient transfer of appointments to minimize public
inconvenience. The appointment of a successor does not cre-
ate a proprietary or property interest in the appointment;

(d) A subagent appointee who is planning to retire within
twelve months may recommend a successor without resign-
ing his or her appointment by submitting a letter of intent to
retire with a successor recommendation to the county auditor
or other agent appointed by the director. The county auditor
or other agent appointed by the director shall, within sixty
days, respond in writing to the subagent appointee indicating
if the recommended successor would be considered in the
open competitive process. If there are negative factors or
deficiencies pertaining to the subagency operation or the rec-
ommended successor, the county auditor or other agent
appointed by the director must state these factors in writing to
the subagent appointee. The subagent appointee may with-
draw the letter of intent to retire any time prior to the start of
the open competitive process by writing to the county auditor
or other agent appointed by the director and filing a copy with
the director;

(e) A subagent appointee may name a recommended suc-
cessor at any time during his or her appointment by notifying
the county auditor or other agent appointed by the director in
writing and filing a copy with the director. The purpose of
this recommendation is for the county auditor or other agent
appointed by the director to know the wishes of the subagent
appointee in the event of the death or incapacitation of a sole
subagent appointee or last remaining subagent appointee that
could lead to the inability of the subagent to continue to fulfill
the obligations of the appointment; and

(f) If the county auditor or other agent appointed by the
director does not select the recommended successor for
appointment as a result of the open competitive process, the
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county auditor or other agent appointed by the director must
contact the subagent appointee by letter and explain the deci-
sion. The subagent appointee must be provided an opportu-
nity to respond in writing. Any response by the subagent
appointee must be included in the open competitive process
materials submitted to the department.

(6) Standard contracts. The standard contracts pro-
vided by the director in this section may include provisions
that the director deems necessary to ensure that readily acces-
sible and acceptable service is provided to the citizens of the
state, including the full collection of fees and taxes. The stan-
dard contracts must include provisions that:

(a) Describe responsibilities and liabilities of each party
related to service expectations and levels;

(b) Describe the equipment to be supplied by the depart-
ment and equipment maintenance;

(¢) Require specific types of insurance or bonds, or both,
to protect the state against any loss of collected revenue or
loss of equipment;

(d) Specify the amount of training that will be provided
by each of the parties;

(e) Describe allowable costs that may be charged for
vehicle registration activities as described in subsection (7) of
this section; and

(f) Describe causes and procedures for termination of the
contract, which may include mediation and binding arbitra-
tion.

(7) County auditor/agent cost reimbursement. A
county auditor or other agent appointed by the director who
does not cover expenses for services provided by the standard
contract may submit to the department a request for cost-cov-
erage moneys. The request must be submitted on a form
developed by the department. The department must develop
procedures to standardize and identify allowable costs and to
verify whether a request is reasonable. Payment must be
made on those requests found to be allowable from the licens-
ing services account.

(8) County auditor/agent revenue disbursement.
County revenues that exceed the cost of providing services
described in the standard contract, calculated in accordance
with the procedures in subsection (7) of this section, must be
expended as determined by the county legislative authority
during the process established by law for adoption of county
budgets.

(9) Appointment authority. The director has final
appointment authority for county auditors or other agents or
subagents.

(10) Rules. The director may adopt rules to implement
this section. [2013 ¢ 169 § 1;2012 ¢ 261 § 10; 2011 ¢ 171 §
11. Prior: 2010 Istsp.s. ¢ 7 § 139;2010 ¢ 221 § 1;2010c 161
§ 204; 2005 ¢ 343 § 1; 2003 ¢ 370 § 3; 2001 ¢ 331 § 1; 1996
¢315§1;1992¢ 216 § 1; 1991 ¢ 339 § 16; 1990 ¢ 250 § 89;
1988 ¢ 12 § 1; 1987 ¢ 302 § 1; 1985 ¢ 380 § 12; prior: 1983 ¢
77 §1,1983¢26§1;1980c 114 §2; 1979 ¢ 158 § 122; 1975
Istex.s.c 146§ 1; 1973 ¢ 103 § 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 9; 1971
ex.s. ¢ 91 § 3; 1965 ¢ 156 § 14; 1963 ¢ 85§ 1; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.08.100; prior: 1955 ¢ 89 § 3; 1937 ¢ 188 § 27; RRS §
6312-27. Formerly RCW 46.08.100.]

Effective date—2012 ¢ 261: See note following RCW 79A.80.010.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.
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Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.150 Branch offices. The department may main-
tain such branch offices within the state as the director may
deem necessary properly to carry out the powers and duties
vested in the department. [1965 ¢ 156 § 15.]

Office of department, maintenance at state capital: RCW 43.17.050.

46.01.160 Forms for applications, certificates of title,
registration certificates, etc. The director shall prescribe
and provide suitable forms of applications, certificates of title
and registration certificates, drivers' licenses, and all other
forms and licenses requisite or deemed necessary to carry out
the provisions of this title and any other laws the enforcement
and administration of which are vested in the department.
[2010 c 161 § 1109; 1965 ¢ 156 § 16.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Director to prescribe forms for applications, licenses, and certificates: RCW
43.24.040.

46.01.170 Seal. The department shall have an official
seal with the words "Department of Licensing of Washing-
ton" engraved thereon. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 334 § 4; 1965 c 156 §
17.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.180 Oaths and acknowledgments. Officers and
employees of the department designated by the director are,
for the purpose of administering the motor vehicle laws,
authorized to administer oaths and acknowledge signatures
and shall do so without fee. [1965 ¢ 156 § 18.]

Oath of director: RCW 43.17.030.

46.01.190 Designation of state patrol as agent for sur-
render of drivers' licenses. The director of licensing may
designate the Washington state patrol as an agent to secure
the surrender of drivers' licenses which have been suspended,
revoked, or canceled pursuant to law. [1979 ¢ 158 § 123;
1965 ¢ 156 § 19.]

46.01.230 Payment by check or money order—Dis-
honored checks or money orders—Failure to surrender
canceled certificate, registration, or permit—Immunity
from payment of uncollected fees—Rules. (1) The depart-
ment may accept checks and money orders for the payment of
drivers' licenses, certificates of title and vehicle registrations,
vehicle excise taxes, gross weight fees, and other fees and
taxes collected by the department. Whenever registrations,
licenses, or permits have been paid for by checks or money
orders that have been dishonored by nonacceptance or non-
payment, the department shall:

(a) Cancel the registration, license, or permit;

(b) Send a notice of cancellation by first-class mail using
the last known address in department records for the holder of
the certificate, license, or permit, and complete an affidavit of
first-class mail; and

(c) Assess a handling fee, set by rule.
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(2) It is a traffic infraction to fail to surrender a certificate
of title, registration certificate, or permit to the department or
to an authorized agent within ten days of being notified that
the certificate, registration, or permit has been canceled.

(3) County auditors, agents, and subagents appointed by
the director may collect restitution for dishonored checks and
money orders and keep the handling fee.

(4) A person who has recently acquired a vehicle by pur-
chase, exchange, gift, lease, inheritance, or legal action is not
liable or responsible for the payment of uncollected fees and
taxes that were paid for by a predecessor's check or money
order that was subsequently dishonored. The department may
not deny an application to transfer ownership for the uncol-
lected amount.

(5) The director may adopt rules to implement this sec-
tion. The rules must provide for the public's convenience con-
sistent with sound business practice and encourage annual
renewal of vehicle registrations by mail, authorizing checks
and money orders for payment. [2010 ¢ 161 § 205; 2003 ¢
369§ 1;1994¢262§1;1992¢216§2;1987¢302§2;1979
ex.8. ¢ 136 § 39; 1979 ¢ 158 § 124; 1975 ¢ 52 § 1; 1965 ex.s.
¢ 170 § 44.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.235 Payment by credit or debit card. The
department may adopt necessary rules and procedures to
allow use of credit and debit cards for payment of fees and
excise taxes to the department and its agents or subagents
related to the licensing of drivers, the issuance of identicards,
and vehicle and vessel certificates of title and registration.
The department may establish a convenience fee to be paid
by the credit or debit card user whenever a credit or debit card
is chosen as the payment method. The fee must be sufficient
to offset the charges imposed on the department and its
agents and subagents by credit and debit card companies. In
no event may the use of credit or debit cards authorized by
this section create a loss of revenue to the state.

The use of a personal credit card does not rely upon the
credit of the state as prohibited by Article VIII, section 5 of
the state Constitution. [2010 ¢ 161 § 207; 2004 ¢ 249 § 9;
1999 ¢ 271 § 1]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.01.240 Internet payment option. (1) The depart-
ment shall provide on its internet payment option web site:

(a) That a filing fee will be collected on all transactions
subject to a filing fee;

(b) That a subagent service fee will be collected by a sub-
agent office for mail or pickup licensing services; and

(c) The amount of the filing and subagent service fees.

(2) The filing and subagent service fees must be shown
below each office listed. [2010 ¢ 161 § 206.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.
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46.01.250 Certified copies of records—Fee. The
director shall have the power and it shall be his or her duty
upon request and payment of the fee as provided herein to
furnish under seal of the director certified copies of any
records of the department, except those for confidential use
only. The director shall charge and collect therefor the actual
cost to the department. Any funds accruing to the director of
licensing under this section shall be certified and sent to the
state treasurer and by him or her deposited to the credit of the
highway safety fund. [2010 c 8 § 9001; 1979 ¢ 158 § 125;
1967 ¢ 32§ 3;1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.110. Prior: 1937 ¢ 188 § 80;
RRS § 6312-80. Formerly RCW 46.08.110.]

46.01.260 Destruction of records by director. (1)
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the direc-
tor may destroy applications for vehicle registrations, copies
of vehicle registrations issued, applications for drivers'
licenses, copies of issued drivers' licenses, certificates of title
and registration or other documents, and records or support-
ing papers on file in the department that have been micro-
filmed or photographed or are more than five years old. The
director may destroy applications for vehicle registrations
that are renewal applications when the computer record of the
applications has been updated.

(2)(a) The director shall not destroy records of convic-
tions or adjudications of RCW 46.61.502, 46.61.503,
46.61.504, 46.61.520, and 46.61.522, records of deferred
prosecutions granted under RCW 10.05.120, or any other
records of a prior offense as defined in RCW 46.61.5055 and
shall maintain such records permanently on file.

(b) For purposes of RCW 46.52.101 and 46.52.130,
offenses subject to this subsection shall be considered "alco-
hol-related" offenses. [2016 ¢ 203 § 3; 2015 2nd sp.s.c 3 §
10; 2010 ¢ 161 § 208; 2009 ¢ 276 § 2; 1999 ¢ 86 § 2; 1998 ¢
207 § 3; 1997 ¢ 66 § 11; 1996 ¢ 199 § 4; 1994 ¢ 275 § 14;
1984 ¢ 241 § 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 22 § 1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 45;
1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.120. Prior: 1955 ¢ 76 § 1; 1951 ¢ 241 § 1;
1937 ¢ 188 § 77; RRS § 6312-77. Formerly RCW 46.08.120.]

Finding—Intent—2015 2nd sp.s. ¢ 3: See note following RCW
10.21.055.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.270 Destruction of records by county auditor
or other agent. A county auditor or other agent appointed by
the director may destroy applications for vehicle registrations
and any copies of vehicle registrations or other records issued
after those records have been on file in the county auditor's or
other agent's office for a period of eighteen months, unless
otherwise directed by the director. [2010 ¢ 161 § 209; 1991 ¢
339§ 18; 1967 ¢ 32 §4; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.130. Prior: 1937 ¢
188 § 78; RRS § 6312-78. Formerly RCW 46.08.130.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.01.290 Director to make annual reports to gover-
nor. The director shall report annually to the governor on the
activities of the department. [1977 ¢ 75 § 66; 1967 ¢ 32 § 5;
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1965 ¢ 28 § 1; 1961 ex.s. ¢ 21 § 29. Formerly RCW
46.08.200.]

46.01.310 Immunity of director, the state, county
auditors, agents, and subagents. No civil suit or action may
ever be commenced or prosecuted against the director, the
state of Washington, any county auditor or other agents
appointed by the director, any other government officer or
entity, or against any other person, by reason of any act done
or omitted to be done in connection with the titling or regis-
tration of vehicles or vessels while administering duties and
responsibilities imposed on the director or as an agent of the
director, or as a subagent of an agent of the director. This sec-
tion does not bar the state of Washington or the director from
bringing any action, whether civil or criminal, against any
agent, nor shall it bar a county auditor or other agent of the
director from bringing an action against the agent. [2010 ¢
161 §210; 1987 ¢ 302 § 3.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.315 Immunity of director, the state, licensed
driver training schools, and school districts in administer-
ing knowledge and driving portions of driver licensing
examination. A civil suit or action may not be commenced
or prosecuted against the director, the state of Washington,
any driver training school licensed by the department, any
other government officer or entity, including a school district
or an employee of a school district, or against any other per-
son, by reason of any act done or omitted to be done in con-
nection with administering the portions of the driver licens-
ing examination that test the applicant's knowledge of traffic
laws and ability to safely operate a motor vehicle. This sec-
tion does not bar the state of Washington or the director from
bringing any action, whether civil or criminal, against any
driver training school licensed by the department. [2011 ¢
370§ 3.]

Intent—2011 ¢ 370: See note following RCW 28A.220.030.
Inclusion of stakeholder groups in communications to facilitate

transition of driver licensing examination administration—2011 ¢ 370:
See note following RCW 46.82.450.

46.01.320 Title and registration advisory committee.

Reviser's note: RCW 46.01.320 was amended by 2010 ¢ 161 § 1110
without reference to its repeal by 2010 1st sp.s. ¢ 7 § 137. It has been decod-
ified for publication purposes under RCW 1.12.025.

46.01.330 Facilities siting coordination. The state
patrol and the department of licensing shall coordinate their
activities when siting facilities. This coordination shall result
in the collocation of driver and vehicle licensing and vehicle
inspection service facilities whenever possible.

The department and state patrol shall explore alternative
state services, such as vehicle emission testing, that would be
feasible to collocate in these joint facilities. The department
and state patrol shall reach agreement with the department of
transportation for the purposes of offering department of
transportation permits at these one-stop transportation cen-
ters. All services provided at these transportation service

(2021 Ed.)

46.01.385

facilities shall be provided at cost to the participating agen-
cies.

In those instances where the community need or the
agencies' needs do not warrant collocation this section shall
not apply. [1993 sp.s. ¢ 23 § 46.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.340 Database of fuel dealer and distributor
license information. By December 31, 1996, the department
of licensing shall implement a PC or server-based database of
fuel dealer and distributor license application information.
[1996 ¢ 104 § 17.]

46.01.350 Fuel tax advisory group. By July 1, 1996,
the department of licensing shall establish a fuel tax advisory
group comprised of state agency and petroleum industry rep-
resentatives to develop or recommend audit and investigation
techniques, changes to fuel tax statutes and rules, information
protocols that allow sharing of information with other states,
and other tools that improve fuel tax administration or com-
bat fuel tax evasion. [1996 ¢ 104 § 18.]

46.01.360 Fees—Study and adjustment. To ensure
cost recovery for department of licensing services, the depart-
ment of licensing shall submit a fee study to the transporta-
tion committees of the house of representatives and the sen-
ate by December 1, 2003, and on a biennial basis thereafter.
Based on this fee study, the Washington state legislature will
review and adjust fees accordingly. [2002 ¢ 352 § 27.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.01.370 Authority to sell and distribute discover
passes and day-use permits. The department may, in coor-
dination with the state parks and recreation commission, offer
for sale and distribute discover passes and day-use permits, as
provided in chapter 79A.80 RCW, at the department's drivers'
licenses offices. Any amounts collected by the department
through the sales of discover passes and day-use permits
must be deposited in the recreation access pass account cre-
ated in RCW 79A.80.090. [2012 ¢ 261 § 11.]

Effective date—2012 ¢ 261: See note following RCW 79A.80.010.

46.01.380 Cost recovery—Portion of credit card and
other financial transaction costs. The department must
implement cost recovery mechanisms to recoup at least a por-
tion of credit card and other financial transaction costs as part
of charges imposed for driver and vehicle fee transactions.
The department must develop a method of tracking the
amount of credit card and other financial cost recovery reve-
nues. The department must notify the state treasurer of these
amounts and the state treasurer must deposit these revenues
in the agency financial transaction account created in RCW
46.01.385 on a quarterly basis. [2021 ¢ 32 § 1.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 32: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state gov-

ernment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect July 1, 2021."
[2021¢32§3.]

46.01.385 Agency financial transaction account. The
agency financial transaction account is created in the state
treasury. Receipts directed by law to the account from cost
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recovery charges for credit card and other financial transac-
tion fees must be deposited into the account. Moneys in the
account may be spent only after appropriation. Expenditures
from the account may be used only for paying credit card and
financial transaction fees, and other related costs incurred by
state agencies. [2021 ¢ 32 § 2.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 32: See note following RCW 46.01.380.

Chapter 46.04 RCW
DEFINITIONS

Sections

46.04.010  Scope and construction of terms.

46.04.011  4-H license plates.

46.04.013  Affidavit of loss.

46.04.014  Agent.

46.04.015  Alcohol concentration.

46.04.020  Alley.

46.04.022  Amateur radio operator license plates.

46.04.028  Armed forces license plate collection.

46.04.030  Arterial highway.

46.04.040  Authorized emergency vehicle.

46.04.050  Auto stage.

46.04.060  Axle.

46.04.071  Bicycle.

46.04.077  Breast cancer awareness license plates.

46.04.079  Business day.

46.04.080  Business district.

46.04.083  Cab and chassis.

46.04.085  Camper.

46.04.090  Cancel.

46.04.094  Cargo extension.

46.04.100  Center line.

46.04.110  Center of intersection.

46.04.115  Chauffeur.

46.04.118  Circular intersection.

46.04.120  City street.

46.04.123  Collectible vehicle.

46.04.125  Collector.

46.04.126  Collector vehicle.

46.04.1261 Collector vehicle license plate.

46.04.127  Collegiate license plates.

46.04.130  Combination of vehicles.

46.04.136  Commercial trailer.

46.04.140  Commercial vehicle.

46.04.142  Confidential license plates.

46.04.143  Converter gear.

46.04.150  County road.

46.04.160  Crosswalk.

46.04.161  Custom vehicle.

46.04.1615 Data services.

46.04.162  Department.

46.04.163  Director.

46.04.164  Disabled American veteran license plates.

46.04.165  Driveaway-towaway operation.

46.04.167  Driver education.

46.04.168  Driving privilege withheld.

46.04.169  Electric-assisted bicycle—Class 1 electric-assisted bicycle—
Class 2 electric-assisted bicycle—Class 3 electric-assisted
bicycle.

46.04.1695  Electric personal assistive mobility device (EPAMD).

46.04.1697  Electronic commerce.

46.04.1698 Empty scale weight.

46.04.1699 Endangered wildlife license plates.

46.04.170  Explosives.

46.04.174  Facial recognition matching system.

46.04.180  Farm tractor.

46.04.181  Farm vehicle.

46.04.182  Farmer.

46.04.183  Farming.

46.04.186  Fixed load vehicle.

46.04.187  Flammable liquid.

46.04.190  For hire vehicle.

46.04.192  Former prisoner of war license plates.

46.04.193  Fred Hutch license plates.

46.04.194  Garbage truck.

46.04.1945  Golf cart.

46.04.1951 Gonzaga University alumni association license plates.

46.04.1953  Gross vehicle weight rating.
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46.04.196
46.04.197
46.04.199
46.04.200
46.04.204
46.04.209
46.04.215
46.04.217
46.04.220
46.04.240
46.04.249
46.04.251
46.04.260
46.04.265
46.04.270
46.04.271
46.04.272
46.04.274
46.04.276
46.04.280
46.04.290
46.04.292
46.04.294
46.04.295
46.04.300
46.04.301
46.04.302
46.04.303
46.04.304
46.04.305
46.04.310
46.04.320
46.04.330
46.04.332
46.04.336
46.04.340
46.04.350
46.04.355
46.04.3551
46.04.356
46.04.357
46.04.358
46.04.360
46.04.363
46.04.365
46.04.370
46.04.372
46.04.380
46.04.3802
46.04.381
46.04.3815
46.04.382
46.04.385
46.04.400
46.04.405
46.04.408
46.04.410
46.04.414
46.04.4141
46.04.415
46.04.416
46.04.420
46.04.422
46.04.429
46.04.435
46.04.437
46.04.440
46.04.450
46.04.455
46.04.460
46.04.462
46.04.464
46.04.465
46.04.466
46.04.467
46.04.468
46.04.470
46.04.480
46.04.485
46.04.490
46.04.500
46.04.510
46.04.514
46.04.516

Helping Kids Speak license plates.
Highway.

Horseless carriage license plate.
Hours of darkness.

Hybrid motor vehicle.

Identity information.

Ignition interlock device.
Ignition interlock driver's license.
Intersection area.

Intersection control area.

Keep Kids Safe license plates.
Kit vehicle.

Laned highway.

Law enforcement memorial license plates.
Legal owner.

Light truck.

Lightweight stud.

Limousine.

Limousine carrier.

Local authorities.

Marked crosswalk.

Market value threshold amount.
Medal of Honor.
Medium-speed electric vehicle.
Metal tire.

Military affiliate radio system license plates.
Mobile home, manufactured home.
Modular home.

Moped.

Motor homes.

Motor truck.

Motor vehicle.

Motorcycle.

Motor-driven cycle.

Motorized foot scooter.
Muftler.

Multiple lane highway.
Municipal transit vehicle.
Music Matters license plates.
Natural person.

Neighborhood electric vehicle.
New motor vehicle.
Nonresident.

Off-road motorcycle.

Off-road vehicle.

Operator or driver.

ORYV registration.

Owner.

Ownership in doubt.

Park or parking.

Parts car.

Passenger car.

Personalized license plates.
Pedestrian.

Person.

Photograph, picture, negative.
Pneumatic tires.

Pole trailer.

Police officer.

Power wheelchair.

Private carrier bus.

Private road or driveway.
Private use single-axle trailer.
Professional firefighters and paramedics license plates.
Public scale.

Purple heart license plates.
Railroad.

Railroad sign or signal.
Reasonable grounds.
Registered owner.
Registration.

Renewal notice.

Rental car.

Rental car business.

Rental trailer.

Report of sale.

Residence district.

Revoke.

Ride share license plates.

Road tractor.

Roadway.

Safety zone.

Salvage vehicle.

San Juan Islands license plates.
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46.04.518 Scale weight.

46.04.521 School bus.

46.04.522 Seattle Mariners license plates.
46.04.5221  Seattle NHL hockey special license plates.
46.04.523 Seattle Seahawks license plates.
46.04.524 Seattle Sounders FC license plates.
46.04.525 Seattle University license plates.
46.04.526 Secured party.

46.04.527 Security interest.

46.04.530 Semitrailer.

46.04.535 Share the road license plates.
46.04.540 Sidewalk.

46.04.542 Ski & ride Washington license plates.
46.04.545 Snow bike.

46.04.546 Snowmobile.

46.04.550 Solid tire.

46.04.551 Special highway construction equipment.
46.04.552 Special mobile equipment.
46.04.553 Sport utility vehicle.

46.04.554 Square dancer license plates.
46.04.555 Stand or standing.

46.04.556 Standard issue license plates.
46.04.559 State flower license plates.
46.04.560 State highway.

46.04.565 Stop.

46.04.566 Stop or stopping.

46.04.570 Streetcar.

46.04.572 Street rod vehicle.

46.04.574 Subagency.

46.04.575 Subagent.

46.04.580 Suspend.

46.04.581 Tab.

46.04.582 Tandem axle.

46.04.585 Temporarily sojourning.
46.04.586 THC concentration.

46.04.587 Total loss vehicle.

46.04.588 Tow dolly.

46.04.589 Tracked all-terrain vehicle.
46.04.590 Traffic.

46.04.600 Traffic control signal.

46.04.611 Traffic-control devices.
46.04.620 Trailer.

46.04.621 Transit permit.

46.04.622 Park trailer.

46.04.62240 Share the Road license plates.
46.04.62250 Signal preemption device.
46.04.62260 Ski & Ride Washington license plates.

46.04.623 Travel trailer.

46.04.630 Train.

46.04.640 Trolley vehicle.

46.04.650 Tractor.

46.04.652 Transportation network company.

46.04.653 Truck.

46.04.655 Truck tractor.

46.04.660 Used vehicle.

46.04.670 Vehicle (as amended by 2019 ¢ 170).

46.04.670 Vehicle (as amended by 2019 ¢ 214).

46.04.671 Vehicle license fee.

46.04.672 Vehicle or pedestrian right-of-way.

46.04.681 Vintage snowmobile.

46.04.683 Washington apples license plate.

46.04.685 Washington farmers and ranchers license plates.
46.04.691 Washington Lighthouses license plates.
46.04.6910  Washington state aviation license plates.
46.04.6911  Washington state parks license plates.
46.04.6912  Washington state wrestling license plates.
46.04.6913  Washington tennis license plates.

46.04.6915  Washington's fish license plate collection.
46.04.692 Washington's National Park Fund license plates.
46.04.693 Washington's wildlife license plate collection.
46.04.705 We love our pets license plates.

46.04.710 Wheelchair conveyance.

46.04.714 Wild on Washington license plates.

46.04.900 Construction—Title applicable to state registered domestic

partnerships—2009 ¢ 521.

Abandoned, unauthorized, and junk vehicles, definitions relating to: RCW
46.55.010.

Commercial drivers' licenses, definitions relating to: RCW 46.25.010.
"Conviction" defined: RCW 46.20.270.
Driver training schools, definitions relating to: RCW 46.82.280.

(2021 Ed.)

46.04.014

"Finding that a traffic infraction has been committed" defined: RCW
46.20.270.

"Habitual offender"” defined: RCW 46.65.020.

"Ignition interlock, biological, technical devices" defined: RCW 46.20.710.

"Judgment" defined for purposes of financial responsibility: RCW
46.29.270.

"Motor vehicle dealer" defined: RCW 46.70.011.

"Motor vehicle liability policy" defined: RCW 46.29.490.

Off-road vehicles, definitions relating to: RCW 46.09.310.

"Proof of financial responsibility for the future" defined: RCW 46.29.260.

"Resident" defined: RCW 46.164.140, 46.20.021.

Snowmobiles, definitions relating to: RCW 46.10.300.

"State" defined for purposes of financial responsibility: RCW 46.29.270.

"Traffic infraction, finding that has been committed" defined: RCW
46.20.270.

46.04.010 Scope and construction of terms. Terms
used in this title shall have the meaning given to them in this
chapter except where otherwise defined, and unless where
used the context thereof shall clearly indicate to the contrary.

Words and phrases used herein in the past, present or
future tense shall include the past, present and future tenses;
words and phrases used herein in the masculine, feminine or
neuter gender shall include the masculine, feminine and neu-
ter genders; and words and phrases used herein in the singular
or plural shall include the singular and plural; unless the con-
text thereof shall indicate to the contrary. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.010. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 2; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part;
1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 ¢
181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 ¢
155§ 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part;
1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.011 4-H license plates. "4-H license plates"
means special license plates issued under RCW 46.18.200
that display the "4-H" logo. [2012 ¢ 65 § 2.]

Effective date—2012 ¢ 65: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.013 Affidavit of loss. "Affidavit of loss" means a
written statement confirming that the certificate of title, reg-
istration certificate, gross weight license, validation tab, or
decal has been lost, stolen, destroyed, or mutilated. The state-
ment must be in a form prescribed by the director. [2010 ¢
161 § 101.]

Intent—2010 ¢ 161: "This act is intended to streamline and make tech-
nical amendments to certain codified statutes that deal with vehicle and ves-
sel registration and title. Any statutory changes made by this act should be

interpreted as technical in nature and not be interpreted to have any substan-
tive policy or legal implications." [2010 ¢ 161 § 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.014 Agent. "Agent," for the purposes of entering
into the standard contract required under RCW 46.01.140(1),
means any county auditor or other individual, government, or
business entity other than a subagent that is appointed to
carry out vehicle registration and certificate of title functions
for the department. [2010 ¢ 161 § 102.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.
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46.04.015 Alcohol concentration. "Alcohol concentra-
tion" means (1) grams of alcohol per two hundred ten liters of
a person's breath, or (2) grams of alcohol per one hundred
milliliters of a person's blood. [1995 ¢ 332 § 17; 1994 ¢ 275
§ 1]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.020 Alley. "Alley" means a public highway not
designed for general travel and used primarily as a means of
access to the rear of residences and business establishments.
[1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.020. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 3; prior: 1937 ¢
189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.022 Amateur radio operator license plates.
"Amateur radio operator license plates" means special license
plates displaying amateur radio call letters assigned by the
federal communications commission. [2010 ¢ 161 § 103.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.028 Armed forces license plate collection.
"Armed forces license plate collection” means the collection
of six separate license plate designs issued under RCW
46.18.210. Each license plate design displays a symbol repre-
senting one of the five branches of the armed forces, and one
representing the national guard. [2010 ¢ 161 § 104.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.030 Arterial highway. "Arterial highway"
means every public highway, or portion thereof, designated
as such by proper authority. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.030. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 4; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part.]

46.04.040 Authorized emergency vehicle. "Autho-
rized emergency vehicle" means any vehicle of any fire
department, police department, sheriff's office, coroner, pros-
ecuting attorney, Washington state patrol, ambulance service,
public or private, which need not be classified, registered or
authorized by the state patrol, or any other vehicle authorized
in writing by the state patrol. [1987 ¢ 330§ 701; 1961 ¢ 12§
46.04.040. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 5; 1953 c 40 § 1; prior: (i) 1943
¢ 153§ 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-
1, part. (i) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.050 Auto stage. "Auto stage" means any motor
vehicle used for the purpose of carrying passengers together
with incidental baggage and freight or either, on a regular
schedule of time and rates: PROVIDED, That no motor vehi-
cle shall be considered to be an auto stage where substantially
the entire route traveled by such vehicle is within the corpo-
rate limits of any city or town or the corporate limits of any
adjoining cities or towns. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.050. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 6; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1,
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part;
1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part;
1915 ¢ 142 § 1, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]
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46.04.060 Axle. "Axle" means structure or structures in
the same or approximately the same transverse plane with a
vehicle supported by wheels and on which or with which
such wheels revolve. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.060. Prior: 1959 ¢
49 § 7; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; RRS §
6313, part. (i1) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929
c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.071 Bicycle. "Bicycle" means every device pro-
pelled solely by human power, or an electric-assisted bicycle
as defined in RCW 46.04.169, upon which a person or per-
sons may ride, having two tandem wheels either of which is
sixteen inches or more in diameter, or three wheels, any one
of which is twenty inches or more in diameter. [2019 ¢ 403 §
2;2018 ¢ 60 § 2; 1982 ¢ 55 § 4; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 155 § 86.]

Finding—Intent—2019 ¢ 403: "The legislature finds that a number of
the collision types that have resulted in a high number of serious injuries and
deaths of vulnerable roadway users can be associated with certain types of
traffic infractions. To address the heightened risk to vulnerable roadway
users when violations of these traffic infractions occur, the legislature
intends to: (1) Introduce an additional fine as a penalty for drivers who com-
mit these violations against a vulnerable roadway user; (2) modify when cer-
tain vulnerable roadway users may be passed by motor vehicles; and (3) clar-
ify when and how pedestrians and bicyclists may use the roadway. To
increase enforcement of all traffic infractions and offenses committed
against vulnerable roadway users, the legislature intends for revenue that is
collected from the new fine to be dedicated to the education of law enforce-
ment officers, prosecutors, and judges about opportunities for the enforce-
ment of traffic violations committed against vulnerable roadway users, with
any remaining funds to be used to increase awareness by the public of the
risks and penalties associated with these traffic violations. The goals of this
act are to achieve a reduction in the frequency with which drivers violate
traffic laws that endanger vulnerable roadway users and to encourage safe
sharing of the roadway by drivers, bicyclists, pedestrians, and other vulnera-
ble roadway users." [2019 ¢ 403 § 1.]

Effective date—2019 ¢ 403: "This act takes effect January 1, 2020."
[2019 ¢ 403 § 15.]

46.04.077 Breast cancer awareness license plates.
"Breast cancer awareness license plates" means special
license plates issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display a
symbol or artwork recognizing breast cancer awareness.
[2014 ¢ 77 § 6.]

Effective date—2014 ¢ 77: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.079 Business day. "Business day" means Mon-
day through Friday and excludes Saturday, Sunday, and state
and federal holidays. [2010 ¢ 161 § 106.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.080 Business district. "Business district" means
the territory contiguous to and including a highway when
within any six hundred feet along such highway there are
buildings in use for business or industrial purposes, including
but not limited to hotels, banks, or office buildings, railroad
stations, and public buildings which occupy at least three
hundred feet of frontage on one side or three hundred feet
collectively on both sides of the highway. [1975 ¢ 62 § 2;
1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.080. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 9; prior: 1937 ¢ 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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46.04.083 Cab and chassis. "Cab and chassis" means
an incomplete vehicle manufactured and sold with only a cab,
frame, and running gear. [2010 ¢ 161 § 107.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.085 Camper. "Camper" means a structure
designed to be mounted upon a motor vehicle which provides
facilities for human habitation or for temporary outdoor or
recreational lodging and which is five feet or more in overall
length and five feet or more in height from its floor to its ceil-
ing when fully extended, but shall not include motor homes
as defined in RCW 46.04.305. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 §2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.090 Cancel. "Cancel," in all its forms, means
invalidation indefinitely. [1979 ¢ 61 § 1; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.090. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 10; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1,
part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.
(i1) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.094 Cargo extension. "Cargo extension" means
a device that connects to the left and right side of a motor
home or travel trailer frame and (1) becomes part of the
frame, (2) does not pivot on a hitch, and (3) has an axle with
two wheels, acting as a tag axle, to safely carry the weight of
the cargo. [2016 ¢ 22 § 3.]
Intent—2016 ¢ 22: "It is the intent of the legislature to ensure that a
cargo-carrying extension on the rear of a motor home or travel trailer must
safely carry the weight of the cargo by requiring, if necessary, that the unit

have an axle and two wheels, acting as a tag axle, to accommodate the weight
and size of the cargo." [2016 ¢ 22 § 1.]

Effective date—2016 ¢ 22: "This act takes effect July 1,2016." [2016 ¢
22§8.)]

46.04.100 Center line. "Center line" means the line,
marked or unmarked, parallel to and equidistant from the
sides of a two-way traffic roadway of a highway except
where otherwise indicated by painted lines or markers. [1975
c62§3;1961 c 12 § 46.04.100. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 11; prior:
1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.110 Center of intersection. "Center of intersec-
tion" means the point of intersection of the center lines of the
roadway of intersecting public highways. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.110. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 12; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.115 Chauffeur. "Chauffeur" means a person
authorized by the department under this title to drive a limou-
sine, and, if operating in a port district that regulates limou-
sines under RCW 46.72A.030(2), meets the licensing
requirements of that port district. [1996 ¢ 87 § 1.]

46.04.118 Circular intersection. (1) "Circular inter-
section" means an intersection characterized by a circulatory
roadway, generally circular in design, located in the center of
the intersection. A circular intersection encompasses the area
bounded by the outermost curb line or, if there is no curb, the

(2021 Ed.)
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edge of the pavement, and includes crosswalks on any enter-
ing or exiting roadway.

(2) "Circular intersection" includes:

(a) Roundabouts;

(b) Rotaries; and

(c) Traffic circles. [2020 ¢ 199 § 1.]

46.04.120 City street. "City street" means every public
highway, or part thereof located within the limits of cities and
towns, except alleys. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.120. Prior: 1959 ¢
49 § 13; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.123 Collectible vehicle. "Collectible vehicle"
means a vehicle that complies with the following:

(1) Is of unique or rare design, of limited production, and
an object of curiosity;

(2) Is maintained primarily for use in car club activities,
exhibitions, parades, or other functions of public interest or
for a private collection, and is used only infrequently for
other purposes; and

(3) Has collectible vehicle or classic automobile insur-
ance coverage that restricts the collectible vehicle mileage or
use, or both, and requires the owner to have another vehicle
for personal use. [2014 ¢ 72 § 2.]

46.04.125 Collector. "Collector" means the owner of
one or more vehicles described in RCW 46.18.220(1) who
collects, purchases, acquires, trades, or disposes of the vehi-
cle or parts of it, for his or her personal use, in order to pre-
serve, restore, and maintain the vehicle for hobby or histori-
cal purposes. [2010 ¢ 161 § 108; 1996 ¢ 225 § 2.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Finding—1996 ¢ 225: "The legislature finds and declares that construc-
tive leisure pursuits by Washington citizens is most important. This act is
intended to encourage responsible participation in the hobby of collecting,
preserving, restoring, and maintaining motor vehicles of historic and special
interest, which hobby contributes to the enjoyment of the citizens and the
preservation of Washington's automotive memorabilia." [1996 ¢ 225 § 1.]

46.04.126 Collector vehicle. "Collector vehicle" means
any motor vehicle or travel trailer that is at least thirty years
old. [2015¢200 § 4;2009 c 142 §2.]

Effective date—2015 ¢ 200: See note following RCW 46.16A.428.

46.04.1261 Collector vehicle license plate. "Collector
vehicle license plate" means a special license plate that may
be assigned to a vehicle that is more than thirty years old.
[2010 ¢ 161 § 109.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.127 Collegiate license plates. "Collegiate
license plates" means license plates that display a depiction
of the name and mascot or symbol of a state university,
regional university, or state college as defined in RCW
28B.10.016. [1994 ¢ 194 § 1.]

[Title 46 RCW—page 11]
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46.04.130 Combination of vehicles. "Combination of
vehicles" means every combination of motor vehicle and
motor vehicle, motor vehicle and trailer or motor vehicle and
semitrailer. [1963 ¢ 154 § 26; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.130. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 14; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 §
1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.136 Commercial trailer. "Commercial trailer"
means a trailer that is principally used to transport commodi-
ties, merchandise, produce, freight, or animals. [2010 ¢ 161
§110.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.140 Commercial vehicle. "Commercial vehicle"
means any vehicle the principal use of which is the transpor-
tation of commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, ani-
mals, or passengers for hire. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.140. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 15; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 §
1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.142 Confidential license plates. "Confidential
license plates" and "undercover license plates" mean standard
issue license plates assigned to vehicles owned or operated
by public agencies. These license plates are used as specifi-
cally authorized under RCW 46.08.066. [2010c 161 § 111.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.143 Converter gear. "Converter gear" means an
auxiliary axle, booster axle, dolly, or jeep axle. [2010 ¢ 161
§112.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.150 County road. "County road" means every
public highway or part thereof, outside the limits of cities and
towns and which has not been designated as a state highway.
[1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.150. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 16; prior: (i) 1943
¢ 153§ 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-
1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.160 Crosswalk. "Crosswalk" means the portion
of the roadway between the intersection area and a prolonga-
tion or connection of the farthest sidewalk line or in the event
there are no sidewalks then between the intersection area and
a line ten feet therefrom, except as modified by a marked
crosswalk. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.160. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 17,
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.161 Custom vehicle. "Custom vehicle" means
any motor vehicle that:

(1) Is at least thirty years old and of a model year after
1948 or was manufactured to resemble a vehicle at least thirty
years old and of a model year after 1948; and
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(2) Has alterations to one or more of the major compo-
nent parts listed in RCW 46.80.010 that change the appear-
ance or performance of the vehicle from the original manu-
facturer's design or has a body constructed from nonoriginal
materials. [2011 ¢ 114§ 3.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 114: See note following RCW 46.04.572.

46.04.1615 Data services. "Data services" means the
practice of providing data sets to governmental entities and
businesses, as authorized or required by law. [2021 ¢ 93 § 1.]

46.04.162 Department. The term "department" shall
mean the department of licensing unless a different depart-
ment is specified. [1979 ¢ 158 § 126; 1975 ¢ 25 § 4. Formerly
RCW 46.04.690.]

46.04.163 Director. The term "director" shall mean the
director of licensing unless the director of a different depart-
ment of government is specified. [1979 ¢ 158 § 127; 1975 ¢
25 § 5. Formerly RCW 46.04.695.]

46.04.164 Disabled American veteran license plates.
"Disabled American veteran license plates" means special
license plates issued to a veteran, as defined in RCW
41.04.007, who meets the requirements provided in RCW
46.18.235. [2010c 161 § 113.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.165 Driveaway-towaway operation. "Drive-
away-towaway operation" means any operation in which any
motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, singly or in combination,
new or used, constitutes the commodity being transported
when one set or more wheels of any such vehicle are on the
roadway during the course of transportation, whether or not
any such vehicle furnishes the motive power. [1963 ¢ 154 §
27.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.167 Driver education. Whenever the term
"driver education" is used in the code, it shall be defined to
mean "traffic safety education". [1969 ex.s. c 218 § 12. For-
merly RCW 46.04.700.]

46.04.168 Driving privilege withheld. "Driving privi-
lege withheld" means that the department has revoked, sus-
pended, or denied a person's Washington state driver's
license, permit to drive, driving privilege, or nonresident
driving privilege. [1999 ¢ 6 § 2.]

Intent—1999 ¢ 6: "(1) This act is intended to edit some of the statutes
relating to driver's licenses in order to make those statutes more comprehen-
sible to the citizenry of the state of Washington. The legislature does not
intend to make substantive changes in the meaning, interpretation, court con-
struction, or constitutionality of any provision of chapter 46.20 RCW or
other statutory provisions or rules adopted under those provisions.

(2) This act is technical in nature and does not terminate or in any way

modify any rights, proceedings, or liabilities, civil or criminal, that exist on
July 25, 1999." [1999 ¢ 6 § 1.]

46.04.169 Electric-assisted bicycle—Class 1 electric-
assisted bicycle—Class 2 electric-assisted bicycle—Class
3 electric-assisted bicycle. "Electric-assisted bicycle"
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means a bicycle with two or three wheels, a saddle, fully
operative pedals for human propulsion, and an electric motor.
The electric-assisted bicycle's electric motor must have a
power output of no more than seven hundred fifty watts. The
electric-assisted bicycle must meet the requirements of one of
the following three classifications:

(1) "Class 1 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-
assisted bicycle in which the motor provides assistance only
when the rider is pedaling and ceases to provide assistance
when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty miles per hour;

(2) "Class 2 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-
assisted bicycle in which the motor may be used exclusively
to propel the bicycle and is not capable of providing assis-
tance when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty miles per
hour; or

(3) "Class 3 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-
assisted bicycle in which the motor provides assistance only
when the rider is pedaling and ceases to provide assistance
when the bicycle reaches the speed of twenty-eight miles per
hour and is equipped with a speedometer. [2018 ¢ 60 § 1;
1997 ¢ 328 § 1.]

46.04.1695 Electric personal assistive mobility device
(EPAMD). "Electric personal assistive mobility device"
(EPAMD) means (1) a self-balancing device with two wheels
not in tandem, designed to transport only one person by an
electric propulsion system with an average power of seven
hundred fifty watts (one horsepower) having a maximum
speed on a paved level surface, when powered solely by such
a propulsion system while ridden by an operator weighing
one hundred seventy pounds, of less than twenty miles per
hour or (2) a self-balancing device with one wheel designed
to transport only one person by an electric propulsion system
with an average power of two thousand watts (two and two-
thirds horsepower) having a maximum speed on a paved
level surface, when powered solely by such a propulsion sys-
tem, of less than twenty miles per hour. [2015 ¢ 145 § 2;
2002 ¢ 247§ 1.]

Finding—2015 ¢ 145: "The legislature finds that at least two companies
in Washington have developed a one-wheeled device for people to use to
travel from place to place. These devices are unregulated and can travel
wherever and however they like. By adding these devices to the definition of
an electric personal assistive mobility device, they become regulated and

local communities can determine locations that are appropriate for their use."
[2015¢c 145§ 1]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.1697 Electronic commerce. "Electronic com-
merce" may include, but is not limited to, transactions con-
ducted over the Internet or by telephone or other electronic
means. [2004 ¢ 249 § 1.]

46.04.1698 Empty scale weight. "Empty scale weight"
means the weight of a vehicle as it stands without a load.
[2010c 161 § 114.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.1699 Endangered wildlife license plates.
"Endangered wildlife license plates" means special license
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plates that display a symbol or artwork symbolizing endan-
gered wildlife in Washington state. [2010 ¢ 161 § 115.]
Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.170 Explosives. "Explosives" means any chemi-
cal compound or mechanical mixture that is commonly used
or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion, and
which contains any oxidizing or combustible units or other
ingredients in such proportions, quantities or packing that an
ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion, by percussion or
by detonation of any part of the compound mixture may
cause such a sudden generation of highly heated gases that
the resultant gaseous pressures are capable of producing
destructible effects on contiguous objects or of destroying
life or limb. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.170. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 18;
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part. Cf. 1951 ¢
102 § 3.]

46.04.174 Facial recognition matching system.
"Facial recognition matching system" means a system that
compares the biometric template derived from an image of an
applicant or holder of a driver's license, permit, or identicard
with the biometric templates derived from the images in the
department's negative file. [2012 ¢ 80 § 3.]

46.04.180 Farm tractor. "Farm tractor" means every
motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm imple-
ment for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other imple-
ments of husbandry. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.180. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49
§ 19; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part.]

46.04.181 Farm vehicle. "Farm vehicle" means any
vehicle other than a farm tractor or farm implement which is:
(1) Designed and/or used primarily in agricultural pursuits on
farms for the purpose of transporting machinery, equipment,
implements, farm products, supplies and/or farm labor
thereon and is only incidentally operated on or moved along
public highways for the purpose of going from one farm to
another or between locations supporting farming operations;
or (2) for purposes of RCW 46.25.050, used to transport agri-
cultural products, farm machinery, farm supplies, or any
combination of these materials to or from a farm. [2013 ¢
299 §3;2012c¢ 130§ 1; 1967 ¢ 202 § 1.]

46.04.182 Farmer. "Farmer" means any person, firm,
partnership or corporation engaged in farming. If a person,
firm, partnership or corporation is engaged in activities in
addition to that of farming, the definition shall only apply to
that portion of the activity that is defined as farming in RCW
46.04.183. [1969 ex.s. ¢ 281 § 58.]

46.04.183 Farming. "Farming" means the cultivation
and tillage of the soil, dairying, the production, cultivation,
growing, and harvesting of any agricultural or horticultural
commodities (except forestry or forestry operations), the rais-
ing of livestock, bees, fur-bearing animals, or poultry, and
any practices performed on a farm as an incident to or in con-
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junction with such farming operations. [1969 ex.s. ¢ 281 §
59.]

46.04.186 Fixed load vehicle. "Fixed load vehicle"
means a commercial vehicle that has a structure or machinery
permanently attached such as, but not limited to, an air com-
pressor, a bunk house, a conveyor, a cook house, a donkey
engine, a hoist, a rock crusher, a tool house, or a well drilling
machine. Fixed load vehicles are not capable of carrying any
additional load other than the structure or machinery perma-
nently attached. [2010 ¢ 161 § 116.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.187 Flammable liquid. "Flammable liquid"
means any liquid which has a flash point of 70° Fahrenheit, or
less, as determined by a Tagliabue or equivalent closed cup
test device. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.210. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 22;
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part. Cf. 1951 ¢
102 § 3. Formerly RCW 46.04.210.]

46.04.190 For hire vehicle. "For hire vehicle" means
any motor vehicle used for the transportation of persons for
compensation, except auto stages and ride-sharing vehicles.
[1979 ¢ 111 § 13; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.190. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 §
20; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 §
2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142
§ 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part.]

Ride sharing: Chapter 46.74 RCW.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.192 Former prisoner of war license plates.
"Former prisoner of war license plates" means special license
plates that may be issued to former prisoners of war as autho-
rized under RCW 46.18.235. [2010c 161 § 117.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.193 Fred Hutch license plates. "Fred Hutch
license plates" means special license plates issued under
RCW 46.18.200 that display the logo of the Fred Hutchinson
cancer research center. [2017 ¢ 25 § 4.]

Effective date—2017 ¢ 25: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.194 Garbage truck. "Garbage truck" means a
truck specially designed and used exclusively for garbage or
refuse operations. [1983 ¢ 68 § 1.]

46.04.1945 Golf cart. "Golf cart" means a gas-powered
or electric-powered four-wheeled vehicle originally designed
and manufactured for operation on a golf course for sporting
purposes and has a speed attainable in one mile of not more
than twenty miles per hour. A golf cart is not a nonhighway
vehicle or off-road vehicle as defined in RCW 46.04.365.
[2011 ¢ 171 § 12;2010¢ 217 § 3.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.
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46.04.1951 Gonzaga University alumni association
license plates. "Gonzaga University alumni association
license plates" means license plates issued under RCW
46.18.200 that display a symbol or artwork recognizing the
efforts of the Gonzaga University alumni association in
Washington state. [2011 ¢ 171 § 13;2005 ¢ 85 § 2.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.04.1953 Gross vehicle weight rating. "Gross vehi-
cle weight rating" means the value specified by the manufac-
turer as the maximum load weight of a single vehicle. [2010
cl61§118.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.196 Helping Kids Speak license plates. "Help-
ing Kids Speak license plates" means license plates that dis-
play a symbol of an organization that supports programs that
provide free diagnostic and therapeutic services to children
who have a severe delay in language or speech development.
[2004 c 48 § 2.]

46.04.197 Highway. Highway means the entire width
between the boundary lines of every way publicly maintained
when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for pur-
poses of vehicular travel. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 155 § 87. Formerly
RCW 46.04.431.]

46.04.199 Horseless carriage license plate. "Horseless
carriage license plate" is a special license plate that may be
assigned to a vehicle that is at least forty years old. [2017 ¢
147 § 1;2010 c 161 § 120.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.200 Hours of darkness. "Hours of darkness"
means the hours from one-half hour after sunset to one-half
hour before sunrise, and any other time when persons or
objects may not be clearly discernible at a distance of five
hundred feet. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.200. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 21;
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.204 Hybrid motor vehicle. "Hybrid motor vehi-
cle" means a motor vehicle that uses multiple power sources
or fuel types for propulsion and meets the federal definition
of a hybrid motor vehicle. [2010 ¢ 161 § 121.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.209 Identity information. (1) "Identity informa-
tion" means information that identifies an individual, or may
be used to determine the identity of an individual, including:

(a) Federal tax identification number or employer identi-
fication number;

(b) Residential and mailing address, but not the five-digit
zip code;

(¢) Email address;

(d) Telephone number;

(e) Registered and legal vehicle owner name;
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(f) Gender;

(g) Place of birth;

(h) Voter information status; and
(1) Selective service information.

(2) "Personal information" has the same meaning as in
RCW 42.56.590. [2021 ¢ 93 § 2.]

46.04.215 Ignition interlock device. "Ignition inter-
lock device" means breath alcohol analyzing ignition equip-
ment or other biological or technical device certified in con-
formance with RCW 43.43.395 and rules adopted by the state
patrol and designed to prevent a motor vehicle from being
operated by a person who has consumed an alcoholic bever-
age. [2010 ¢ 268 § 1;2005 ¢ 200§ 1; 1997 ¢ 229§ 9; 1994 ¢
275 §23; 1987 ¢ 247 § 3. Formerly RCW 46.20.730.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.217 Ignition interlock driver's license. "Igni-
tion interlock driver's license" means a permit issued to a per-
son by the department that allows the person to operate a non-
commercial motor vehicle with an ignition interlock device
while the person's regular driver's license is suspended,
revoked, or denied. [2008 ¢ 282 § 1.]

46.04.220 Intersection area. (1) "Intersection area"
means the area embraced within the prolongation or connec-
tion of the lateral curb lines, or, if none then the lateral bound-
ary lines of the roadways of two or more highways which join
one another at, or approximately at, right angles, or the area
within which vehicles traveling upon different highways
joining at any other angle may come in conflict.

(2) Where a highway includes two roadways thirty feet
or more apart, then every crossing of each roadway of such
divided highway by an intersecting highway shall be
regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such inter-
secting highway also includes two roadways thirty feet or
more apart, then every crossing of two roadways of such
highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection.

(3) The junction of an alley with a street or highway shall
not constitute an intersection. [1975 ¢ 62 § 4; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.220. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 23; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2,
part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.240 Intersection control area. "Intersection
control area" means intersection area, together with such
modification of the adjacent roadway area as results from the
arc of curb corners and together with any marked or
unmarked crosswalks adjacent to the intersection. [1961 ¢ 12
§ 46.04.240. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 25; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.249 Keep Kids Safe license plates. "Keep Kids
Safe license plates" means license plates issued under RCW
46.18.200 that display artwork recognizing efforts to prevent
child abuse and neglect in Washington state. [2011 ¢ 171 §
14; 2005 ¢ 53 § 2.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

(2021 Ed.)
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46.04.251 Kit vehicle. "Kit vehicle" means a passenger
car or light truck assembled from a manufactured kit, and is
either (1) a complete kit consisting of a prefabricated body
and chassis used to construct a new vehicle, or (2) a kit con-
sisting of a prefabricated body to be mounted on an existing
vehicle chassis and drivetrain, commonly referred to as a
donor vehicle. [1996 ¢ 225§ 5.]

Finding—1996 ¢ 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.04.260 Laned highway. "Laned highway" means a
highway the roadway of which is divided into clearly marked
lanes for vehicular traffic. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.260. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 27; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part.]

46.04.265 Law enforcement memorial license plates.
"Law enforcement memorial license plates" means license
plates issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol
honoring law enforcement officers in Washington killed in
the line of duty. [2011 ¢ 171 § 15;2004 ¢ 221 § 2.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.04.270 Legal owner. "Legal owner" means a person
having a security interest in a vehicle perfected in accordance
with chapter 46.12 RCW or the registered owner of a vehicle
unencumbered by a security interest or the lessor of a vehicle
unencumbered by a security interest. [1975 ¢ 25 § 1; 1961 ¢
12 § 46.04.270. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 28; prior: 1943 ¢ 153 § 1,
part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.]

46.04.271 Light truck. "Light truck" means a motor
vehicle manufactured as a truck with a declared gross weight
of twelve thousand pounds or less. [2010 ¢ 161 § 122.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.272 Lightweight stud. (1) "Lightweight stud"
means a stud intended for installation and use in a vehicle
tire. As used in this title, this means a stud that is recom-
mended by the manufacturer of the tire for the type and size
of the tire and that:

(a) Weighs no more than 1.5 grams if the stud conforms
to Tire Stud Manufacturing Institute (TSMI) stud size 14 or
less;

(b) Weighs no more than 2.3 grams if the stud conforms
to TSMI stud size 15 or 16; or

(c) Weighs no more than 3.0 grams if the stud conforms
to TSMI stud size 17 or larger.

(2) A lightweight stud may contain any materials neces-
sary to achieve the lighter weight.

(3) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to
retractable studs as described in RCW 46.37.420. [2007 ¢
140 § 1; 1999 ¢ 219 § 1.]

46.04.274 Limousine. "Limousine" means a category
of for hire, chauffeur-driven, unmetered, unmarked luxury
motor vehicles. The director in consultation with the Wash-
ington state patrol will by rule define the categories of limou-
sines. [2006 ¢ 98 § 1; 1996 ¢ 87 § 2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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46.04.276 Limousine carrier. "Limousine carrier"
means a person engaged in the transportation of a person or
group of persons, who, under a single contract, acquires, on a
prearranged basis, the use of a limousine to travel to a speci-
fied destination or for a particular itinerary. The term "prear-
ranged basis" refers to the manner in which the carrier dis-
patches vehicles. [1996 ¢ 87 § 3.]

46.04.280 Local authorities. "Local authorities"
includes every county, municipal, or other local public board
or body having authority to adopt local police regulations
under the Constitution and laws of this state. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.280. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 29; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1,
part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part;
1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part;
1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part.
(i1) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1,
part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.290 Marked crosswalk. "Marked crosswalk"
means any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated for
pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the surface
thereof. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.290. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 30; prior:
1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.292 Market value threshold amount. "Market
value threshold amount" means an amount set by rule by the
department that is used to determine, together with the age of
the vehicle, whether vehicle certificates of title for vehicles
aged six years through twenty years should be identified as
having been previously destroyed or reported as an insurance
total loss. [2010 ¢ 161 § 123.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.294 Medal of Honor. "Medal of Honor" means
the Medal of Honor military decoration presented by the

president of the United States, in the name of congress.
[2014 ¢ 181 § 4.]

46.04.295 Medium-speed electric vehicle. "Medium-
speed electric vehicle" means a self-propelled, electrically
powered four-wheeled motor vehicle, equipped with a roll
cage or crush-proof body design, whose speed attainable in
one mile is more than twenty-five miles per hour but not
more than thirty-five miles per hour and otherwise meets or
exceeds the federal regulations set forth in 49 C.F.R. Sec.
571.500. [2010 ¢ 144 § 1;2007 ¢ 510 § 2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.300 Metal tire. "Metal tire" includes every tire,
the bearing surface of which in contact with the highway is
wholly or partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material.
[1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.300. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 31; prior: (i) 1943
c 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-
1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c
180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.301 Military affiliate radio system license
plates. "Military affiliate radio system license plates" means
special license plates displaying official military affiliate
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radio system call letters assigned by the United States depart-
ment of defense. [2010 ¢ 161 § 124.]
Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.302 Mobile home, manufactured home.
"Mobile home" or "manufactured home" means a structure,
designed and constructed to be transportable in one or more
sections, and is built on a permanent chassis, and designed to
be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent foundation
when connected to the required utilities that include plumb-
ing, heating, and electrical systems contained therein. The
structure must comply with the national mobile home con-
struction and safety standards act of 1974 as adopted by chap-
ter 43.22 RCW if applicable. Manufactured home does not
include a modular home. A structure which met the definition
of a "manufactured home" at the time of manufacture is still
considered to meet this definition notwithstanding that it is
no longer transportable. [1993 ¢ 154 § 1. Prior: 1989 ¢ 343 §
24;1989¢ 337§ 1; 1977 ex.s. ¢22 § 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 4.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.303 Modular home. "Modular home" means a
factory-assembled structure designed primarily for use as a
dwelling when connected to the required utilities that include
plumbing, heating, and electrical systems contained therein,
does not contain its own running gear, and must be mounted
on a permanent foundation. A modular home does not
include a mobile home or manufactured home. [1990 ¢ 250 §
17; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 5.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.304 Moped. "Moped" means a motorized device
designed to travel with not more than three wheels in contact
with the ground and having an electric or a liquid fuel motor
with a cylinder displacement not exceeding fifty cubic centi-
meters which produces no more than two gross brake horse-
power (developed by a prime mover, as measured by a brake
applied to the driving shaft) that is capable of propelling the
device at not more than thirty miles per hour on level ground.
[2009 ¢ 275 § 1; 1990 ¢ 250 § 18; 1987 ¢ 330 § 702; 1979
ex.s.c213§ 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.305 Motor homes. "Motor homes" means motor
vehicles originally designed, reconstructed, or permanently
altered to provide facilities for human habitation, which
include lodging and cooking or sewage disposal, and is
enclosed within a solid body shell with the vehicle, but
excludes a camper or like unit constructed separately and
affixed to a motor vehicle. [1990 ¢ 250 § 19; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231
§3.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.310 Motor truck. "Motor truck" means any
motor vehicle designed or used for the transportation of com-
modities, merchandise, produce, freight, or animals. [1961 ¢
12 § 46.04.310. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 32; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 §
1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part;
1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part;
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1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part.
(i1) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1,
part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.320 Motor vehicle. (1) "Motor vehicle" means a
vehicle that is self-propelled or a vehicle that is propelled by
electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires but not
operated upon rails.

(2) "Motor vehicle" includes:

(a) A neighborhood electric vehicle as defined in RCW
46.04.357,

(b) A medium-speed electric vehicle as defined in RCW
46.04.295; and

(c) A golf cart for the purposes of chapter 46.61 RCW.

(3) "Motor vehicle" excludes:

(a) An electric personal assistive mobility device;

(b) A power wheelchair;

(c) A golf cart, except as provided in subsection (2) of
this section;

(d) A moped, for the purposes of chapter 46.70 RCW;
and

() A personal delivery device as defined in RCW
46.75.010. [2019 ¢ 214§ 6;2010c 217 § 1;2007 ¢ 510 § 1.
Prior: 2003 ¢ 353 § 1; 2003 ¢ 141 § 2; 2002 ¢ 247 § 2; 1961 ¢
12 § 46.04.320; prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 33; 1955 ¢ 384 § 10; prior:
(1) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp.
1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part;
1919¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part;
RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-
2, part.]

Effective date—2019 c 214: See note following RCW 46.75.010.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.330 Motorcycle. "Motorcycle" means a motor
vehicle designed to travel on not more than three wheels, not
including any stabilizing conversion kits, on which the
driver:

(1) Rides on a seat or saddle and the motor vehicle is
designed to be steered with a handlebar; or

(2) Rides on a seat in a partially or completely enclosed
seating area that is equipped with safety belts and the motor
vehicle is designed to be steered with a steering wheel.

"Motorcycle" excludes a farm tractor, a power wheel-
chair, an electric personal assistive mobility device, a motor-
ized foot scooter, an electric-assisted bicycle, and a moped.
[2013 ¢ 174 § 1;2009 ¢ 275 § 2; 2003 ¢ 141 § 3; 2002 ¢ 247
§ 3; 1990 ¢ 250 § 20; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 213 § 2; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.330. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 34; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1,
part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part;
1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part;
1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part.
(1) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1,
part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.332 Motor-driven cycle. "Motor-driven cycle"
means every motorcycle, including every motor scooter, with
a motor that produces not to exceed five brake horsepower
(developed by a prime mover, as measured by a brake applied
to the driving shaft). A motor-driven cycle does not include a
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moped, a power wheelchair, a motorized foot scooter, or an
electric personal assistive mobility device. [2003 ¢ 353 § 7;
2003 ¢ 141 § 4; 2002 ¢ 247 § 4; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 213 § 3; 1963 ¢
154 § 28.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2003 ¢ 141 § 4 and by
2003 ¢ 353 § 7, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are

incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.336 Motorized foot scooter. "Motorized foot
scooter" means a device with two or three wheels that has
handlebars, a floorboard that can be stood upon while riding,
and is powered by an internal combustion engine or electric
motor that has a maximum speed of no greater than twenty
miles per hour on level ground.

For purposes of this section, a motor-driven cycle, a
moped, an electric-assisted bicycle, or a motorcycle is not a
motorized foot scooter. [2019 ¢ 170 § 1; 2009 ¢ 275 § 3;
2003 ¢ 353§ 6.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.340 Muffler. "Muffler" means a device consist-
ing of a series of chambers, or other mechanical designs for
the purpose of receiving exhaust gas from an internal com-
bustion engine and effective in reducing noise resulting
therefrom. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.340. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 35;
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.350 Multiple lane highway. "Multiple lane high-
way" means any highway the roadway of which is of suffi-
cient width to reasonably accommodate two or more separate
lanes of vehicular traffic in the same direction, each lane of
which shall be not less than the maximum legal vehicle width
and whether or not such lanes are marked. [1975 ¢ 62 § 5;
1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.350. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 36; prior: 1937 ¢
189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.355 Municipal transit vehicle. Municipal transit
vehicle includes every motor vehicle, streetcar, train, trolley
vehicle, and any other device, which (1) is capable of being
moved within, upon, above, or below a public highway, (2) is
owned or operated by a city, county, county transportation
authority, public transportation benefit area, regional transit
authority, or metropolitan municipal corporation within the
state, and (3) is used for the purpose of carrying passengers
together with incidental baggage and freight on a regular
schedule. [2004 ¢ 118 § 2; 1984 ¢ 167 § 2; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 76 §
4.]

Unlawful conduct in a transit vehicle: RCW 9.91.025.

46.04.3551 Music Matters license plates. "Music Mat-
ters license plates" means special license plates issued under
RCW 46.18.200 that display the "Music Matters" logo.
[2011 ¢ 229 §2.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 229: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.356 Natural person. "Natural person" means a
human being. [2010c 161 § 125.]
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Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.357 Neighborhood electric vehicle. "Neighbor-
hood electric vehicle" means a self-propelled, electrically
powered four-wheeled motor vehicle whose speed attainable
in one mile is more than twenty miles per hour and not more
than twenty-five miles per hour and conforms to federal reg-
ulations under Title 49 C.F.R. Part 571.500. [2003 ¢ 353 § 2.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.358 New motor vehicle. "New motor vehicle"
means any motor vehicle that (1) is self-propelled and is
required to be registered and titled under this title, (2) has not
been previously titled to a retail purchaser or lessee, and (3)
is not a used vehicle as defined under RCW 46.04.660. [2010
c 161§ 126.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.360 Nonresident. "Nonresident" means any per-
son whose residence is outside this state and who is temporar-
ily sojourning within this state. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.360.
Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 37; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢
188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.363 Off-road motorcycle. "Off-road motorcy-
cle" means a motorcycle as defined in RCW 46.04.330 that is
labeled by the manufacturer's statement or certificate of ori-
gin as intended for "off-road use only" or a similar message
stamped into the frame of the motorcycle, contained in the
owner's manual, or affixed to any part of the motorcycle.
[2011 c 121 § 1.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 121: "This act takes effect January 1, 2012."
[2011 ¢ 121 § 5.]

46.04.365 Off-road vehicle. "Off-road vehicle" or
"ORV" means a nonstreet registered vehicle when used for
recreational purposes on nonhighway roads, trails, or a vari-
ety of other natural terrain. "Off-road vehicle" or "ORV"
includes, but is not limited to, all-terrain vehicles, motorcy-
cles, four-wheel drive vehicles, and dune buggies. [2010 ¢
161 § 127.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.370 Operator or driver. "Operator or driver"
means every person who drives or is in actual physical con-
trol of a vehicle. [1975¢ 62 § 6;1967¢ 32§ 1;1961c 12§
46.04.370. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 38; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1,
part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part;
1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part.
(i1) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.372 ORYV registration. "ORV registration"
means a registration certificate or decal issued under the laws
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of this state pertaining to the registration of off-road vehicles
under chapter 46.09 RCW. [2010 ¢ 161 § 128.]
Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.380 Owner. "Owner" means a person who has a
lawful right of possession of a vehicle by reason of obtaining
it by purchase, exchange, gift, lease, inheritance or legal
action whether or not the vehicle is subject to a security inter-
est and means registered owner where the reference to owner
may be construed as either to registered or legal owner.
[1975 ¢ 25§ 2; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.380. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 39;
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 §
1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.3802 Ownership in doubt. "Ownership in
doubt" means that a vehicle or vessel owner is unable to
obtain satisfactory evidence of ownership or releases of inter-
est and is permitted to apply for a three-year registration
period without a certificate of title or a three-year period with
a bond covering the certificate of title. [2010 ¢ 161 § 129.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.381 Park or parking. "Park or parking" means
the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise
than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually
engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers.
[1975¢c 62 §9.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.3815 Parts car.

Reviser's note: RCW 46.01.3815 was amended by 2011 ¢ 171 § 16
without reference to its repeal by 2011 ¢ 114 § 10. It has been decodified for
publication purposes under RCW 1.12.025.

46.04.382 Passenger car. "Passenger car" means every
motor vehicle except motorcycles and motor-driven cycles,
designed for carrying ten passengers or less and used for the
transportation of persons. [1963 ¢ 154 § 29.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.385 Personalized license plates. "Personalized
license plates" means license plates that display the license
plate number assigned to the vehicle or camper for which the
license plate number was issued in a combination of letters or
numbers, or both, requested by the owner of the vehicle or
camper in accordance with chapter 46.18 RCW. [2010 ¢ 161
§131.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.400 Pedestrian. "Pedestrian" means any person
who is afoot or who is using a wheelchair, a power wheel-
chair, or a means of conveyance propelled by human power
other than a bicycle. [2003 ¢ 141 § 5; 1990 ¢ 241 § 1; 1961 ¢
12 § 46.04.400. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 41; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]
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46.04.405 Person. "Person" includes every natural per-
son, firm, copartnership, corporation, association, or organi-
zation. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.405. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 42; prior:
(1) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp.
1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-
2, part.]

46.04.408 Photograph, picture, negative. "Photo-
graph," along with the terms "picture" and "negative," means
a pictorial representation, whether produced through photo-
graphic or other means, including, but not limited to, digital
data imaging. [1990 ¢ 250 § 21.]

46.04.410 Pneumatic tires. "Pneumatic tires" includes
every tire of rubber or other resilient material designed to be
inflated with compressed air to support the load thereon.
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.410. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 43; prior: (i) 1943
¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-
1, part. (i1) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢
180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.414 Pole trailer. "Pole trailer" means every vehi-
cle without motive power designed to be drawn by another
vehicle and attached to the towing vehicle by means of a
reach, or pole, or by being boomed or otherwise secured to
the towing vehicle, and ordinarily used for transporting long
or irregular shaped loads such as poles, pipes, logs or struc-
tural members capable, generally, of sustaining themselves as
beams between the supporting connections. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.414. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 44; prior: 1951 ¢ 56 § 1.]

46.04.4141 Police officer. Police officer means every
officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make
arrests for violations of traffic regulations. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 155
§ 89. Formerly RCW 46.04.391.]

46.04.415 Power wheelchair. "Power wheelchair"
means any self-propelled vehicle capable of traveling no
more than fifteen miles per hour, usable indoors, designed as
a mobility aid for individuals with mobility impairments, and
operated by such an individual. [2003 ¢ 141 § 1.]

Wheelchair conveyance: RCW 46.04.710.

46.04.416 Private carrier bus. "Private carrier bus"
means every motor vehicle designed for the purpose of carry-
ing passengers (having a seating capacity for eleven or more
persons) used regularly to transport persons in furtherance of
any organized agricultural, religious or charitable purpose.
Such term does not include buses operated by common carri-
ers under a franchise granted by any city or town or the
Washington public utilities commission. [1970 ex.s. ¢ 100 §
3]

46.04.420 Private road or driveway. "Private road or
driveway" includes every way or place in private ownership
and used for travel of vehicles by the owner or those having
express or implied permission from the owner, but not by
other persons. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.420. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 45;
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 §
1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

(2021 Ed.)

46.04.462

46.04.422 Private use single-axle trailer. "Private use
single-axle trailer" means a trailer owned by a natural person
and used for the private noncommercial use of the owner.
[2010 c 161 § 132.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.429 Professional firefighters and paramedics
license plates. "Professional firefighters and paramedics
license plates" means license plates issued under RCW
46.18.200 that display a symbol denoting professional fire-
fighters and paramedics. [2011 ¢ 171 § 17; 2004 ¢ 35 § 2.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.04.435 Public scale. "Public scale" means every
scale under public or private ownership which is certified as
to its accuracy and which is available for public weighing.
[1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.435. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 47.]

46.04.437 Purple heart license plates. "Purple heart
license plates" means special license plates that may be
assigned to a motor vehicle required to display one or two
license plates, excluding vehicles registered under chapter
46.87 RCW, upon terms and conditions established by the
department, to recipients of the Purple Heart medal or to
another qualified person. [2011¢332§2;2010c 161 § 133.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.440 Railroad. "Railroad" means a carrier of per-
sons or property upon vehicles, other than streetcars, oper-
ated upon stationary rails, the route of which is principally
outside cities and towns. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.440. Prior: 1959
¢ 49 § 48; prior: (1) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.450 Railroad sign or signal. "Railroad sign or
signal" means any sign, signal, or device erected by authority
of a public body or official or by a railroad and intended to
give notice of the presence of railroad tracks or the approach
of arailroad train. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.450. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 §
49; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.455 Reasonable grounds. "Reasonable
grounds," when used in the context of a law enforcement offi-
cer's decision to make an arrest, means probable cause. [1995
c332§19.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.460 Registered owner. "Registered owner"
means the person whose lawful right of possession of a vehi-
cle has most recently been recorded with the department.
[1975 ¢ 25 § 3; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.460. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 50;
prior: 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp.
1943 § 6312-1, part.]

46.04.462 Registration. "Registration" means the reg-
istration certificate or license plates issued under the laws of
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46.04.464

this state pertaining to the registration of vehicles. [2010 c
161 § 134.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.464 Renewal notice. "Renewal notice" means
the notice to renew a vehicle registration sent to the registered
owner by the department. [2010 ¢ 161 § 135.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.465 Rental car. (1) "Rental car" means a passen-
ger car, as defined in RCW 46.04.382, that is used solely by
a rental car business for rental to others, without a driver pro-
vided by the rental car business, for periods of not more than
thirty consecutive days.

(2) "Rental car" does not include:

(a) Vehicles rented or loaned to customers by automotive
repair businesses while the customer's vehicle is under repair;

(b) Vehicles licensed and operated as taxicabs. [1992 ¢
194§ 1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.466 Rental car business. "Rental car business"
means a person engaging within this state in the business of
renting rental cars, as determined under rules of the depart-
ment of licensing. [1992 ¢ 194 § 5.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.467 Rental trailer. "Rental trailer" means a
trailer, as defined in RCW 46.04.620, that is used solely by a
rental car business for rental to others for periods of not more
than thirty consecutive days. [2020 ¢ 11 § 2.]

46.04.468 Report of sale. "Report of sale" means a
document or electronic record transaction that when properly
completed and filed protects the seller of a vehicle from cer-
tain criminal and civil liabilities arising from use of the vehi-
cle by another person after the vehicle has been sold or a
change in ownership has occurred. [2010 ¢ 161 § 136.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.470 Residence district. "Residence district"
means the territory contiguous to and including a public high-
way not comprising a business district, when the property on
such public highway for a continuous distance of three hun-
dred feet or more on either side thereof is in the main
improved with residences or residences and buildings in use
for business. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.470. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 51;
prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 §
1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.480 Revoke. "Revoke," in all its forms, means
the invalidation for a period of one calendar year and thereaf-
ter until reissue. However, under the provisions of RCW
46.20.285,46.20.311,46.20.265, or 46.61.5055, and chapters
46.32 and 46.65 RCW, the invalidation may last for a period
other than one calendar year. [2007 ¢ 419 § 4; 1995 ¢ 332 §
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10; 1994 ¢ 275 § 38; 1988 ¢ 148 § 8; 1985 c 407 § 1; 1983 ¢
165 § 14; 1983 ¢ 165 § 13; 1979 ¢ 62 § 7; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.480. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 52; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1,
part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.
(i1) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Findings—Short title—2007 ¢ 419: See notes following RCW
46.16A.010.

Legislative finding—Severability—1988 ¢ 148: Sece notes following
RCW 13.40.265.

Legislative finding, intent—Effective dates—Severability—1983 ¢
165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.485 Ride share license plates. "Ride share
license plates" means special license plates issued for motor
vehicles that are used primarily for commuter ride sharing as
defined in *RCW 46.74.010. [2010c 161 § 137.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 46.74.010 was amended by 2021 ¢ 135 § 2,
deleting the definition of "commuter ride sharing."

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.490 Road tractor. "Road tractor" includes every
motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a road building
vehicle in drawing road building machinery and devices.
[1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.490. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 53; prior: (i) 1943
¢ 153§ 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-
1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.500 Roadway. "Roadway" means that portion of
a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicu-
lar travel, exclusive of the sidewalk or shoulder even though
such sidewalk or shoulder is used by persons riding bicycles.
In the event a highway includes two or more separated road-
ways, the term "roadway" shall refer to any such roadway
separately but shall not refer to all such roadways collec-
tively. [1977 ¢ 24 § 1; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.500. Prior: 1959 ¢
49 § 54; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.510 Safety zone. "Safety zone" means the area or
space officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive
use of pedestrians and which is protected or is marked or
indicated by painted marks, signs, buttons, standards, or oth-
erwise, so as to be plainly discernible. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.510. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 55; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.514 Salvage vehicle. "Salvage vehicle" means a
vehicle whose certificate of title has been surrendered to the
department under RCW 46.12.600 due to the vehicle's
destruction or declaration as a total loss or for which there is
documentation indicating that the vehicle has been declared
salvage or has been damaged to the extent that the owner, an
insurer, or other person acting on behalf of the owner, has
determined that the cost of parts and labor plus the salvage
value has made it uneconomical to repair the vehicle. "Sal-
vage vehicle" does not include a motor vehicle having a
model year designation of a calendar year that is at least six
years before the calendar year in which the vehicle was

(2021 Ed.)
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wrecked, destroyed, or damaged, unless, after June 13, 2002,
and immediately before the vehicle was wrecked, destroyed,
or damaged, the vehicle had a retail fair market value of at
least the then market value threshold amount and has a model
year designation of a calendar year not more than twenty
years before the calendar year in which the vehicle was
wrecked, destroyed, or damaged. [2010 ¢ 161 § 138.]
Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.516 San Juan Islands license plates. "San Juan
Islands license plates" means license plates issued under
RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or artwork recognizing
the San Juan Islands in Washington state. [2019 ¢ 177 § 4.]

Effective date—2019 ¢ 177: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.518 Scale weight. "Scale weight" means the
weight of a vehicle without a load. [2010 ¢ 161 § 139.]
Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.521 School bus. School bus means every motor
vehicle used regularly to transport children to and from
school or in connection with school activities, which is sub-
ject to the requirements set forth in the most recent edition of
"Specifications for School Buses" published by the state
superintendent of public instruction, but does not include
buses operated by common carriers in urban transportation of
school children or private carrier buses operated as school
buses in the transportation of children to and from private
schools or school activities. [1995 ¢ 141 § 1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 155
§90.]

46.04.522 Seattle Mariners license plates. "Seattle
Mariners license plates" means special license plates issued
under RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or artwork rec-
ognizing the Seattle Mariners. [2018 ¢ 67 § 7.]

Effective date—2018 ¢ 67 §§ 3-8: See note following RCW 43.15.100.

46.04.5221 Seattle NHL hockey special license plates.
"Seattle NHL hockey special license plates" means special
license plates issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display the
logo of the national hockey league team based in Seattle.
[2020 ¢ 129 § 4.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 129: See note following RCW 46.17.220.

46.04.523 Seattle Seahawks license plates. "Seattle
Seahawks license plates" means special license plates issued
under RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or artwork rec-
ognizing the Seattle Seahawks. [2013 ¢ 286 § 7.]

Effective date—2013 c 286: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.524 Seattle Sounders FC license plates. "Seattle
Sounders FC license plates" means special license plates
issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or art-
work recognizing Seattle Sounders FC. [2013 ¢ 286 § 6.]

Effective date—2013 ¢ 286: See note following RCW 46.18.200.
(2021 Ed.)

46.04.545

46.04.525 Seattle University license plates. "Seattle
University license plates" means special license plates issued
under RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or artwork rec-
ognizing Seattle University. [2014 ¢ 6 § 5.]

Effective date—2014 ¢ 6: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.526 Secured party. "Secured party" has the same
meaning as in *RCW 62A.1-201. [2010 ¢ 161 § 140.]
*Reviser's note: The reference to RCW 62A.1-201 appears to be erro-
neous. Reference to RCW 62A.9A-102 was apparently intended.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.527 Security interest. "Security interest" has the
same meaning as in RCW 62A.1-201. [2010 ¢ 161 § 141.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.530 Semitrailer. "Semitrailer" includes every
vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by a
vehicle, motor vehicle, or truck tractor and so constructed
that an appreciable part of its weight and that of its load rests
upon and is carried by such other vehicle, motor vehicle, or
truck tractor. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 149 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.530.
Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 57; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢
188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.535 Share the road license plates. "Share the
road license plates" means special license plates displaying a
symbol or artwork recognizing an organization that promotes
bicycle safety and awareness education. Share the road
license plates commemorate the life of Cooper Jones. [2010
c 161 § 142.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.540 Sidewalk. "Sidewalk" means that property
between the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway and
the adjacent property, set aside and intended for the use of
pedestrians or such portion of private property parallel and in
proximity to a public highway and dedicated to use by pedes-
trians. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.540. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 58; prior:
1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.542 Ski & ride Washington license plates. "Ski
& ride Washington license plates" means special license
plates displaying a symbol or artwork recognizing the Wash-
ington snowsports industry. [2010 ¢ 161 § 143.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.545 Snow bike. "Snow bike" means a motorcycle
or off-road motorcycle that has been modified with a conver-
sion kit to include (1) an endless belt tread or cleats or similar
means for the purposes of propulsion on snow and (2) a ski or
sled type runner for the purposes of steering. [2019 ¢ 262 §
4.]
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46.04.546

Effective date—2019 ¢ 262: See note following RCW 46.16A.460.

46.04.546 Snowmobile. "Snowmobile" means a
self-propelled vehicle that is capable of traveling over snow
or ice that (1) utilizes as its means of propulsion an endless
belt tread or cleats, or any combination of these or other sim-
ilar means of contact with the surface upon which it is oper-
ated, (2) is steered wholly or in part by skis or sled type run-
ners, and (3) is not otherwise registered as, or subject to, the
motor vehicle excise tax in the state of Washington. [2010 ¢
161 § 145.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.550 Solid tire. "Solid tire" includes every tire of
rubber or other resilient material which does not depend upon
inflation with compressed air for the support of the load
thereon. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.550. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 59; prior:
(1) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp.
1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-
2, part.]

46.04.551 Special highway construction equipment.
(1) "Special highway construction equipment" means any
vehicle that is (a) designed and used primarily for the grading
of highways, the paving of highways, earth moving, and
other construction work on highways, (b) not designed or
used primarily to transport persons or property on a public
highway, and (c) only incidentally operated or moved over
the highway.

(2) "Special highway construction equipment" includes,
but is not limited to, road construction and maintenance
machinery that is designed and used for the purposes
described under subsection (1) of this section, such as porta-
ble air compressors, air drills, asphalt spreaders, bituminous
mixers, bucket loaders, track laying tractors, ditchers, level-
ing graders, finishing machines, motor graders, paving mix-
ers, road rollers, scarifiers, earthmoving scrapers and carry-
alls, lighting plants, welders, pumps, power shovels and drag-
lines, and self-propelled and tractor-drawn earthmoving
equipment and machinery, including dump trucks and trac-
tor-dump trailer combinations that (a) are in excess of the
legal width, (b) because of their length, height, or unladen
weight, may not be moved on a public highway without the
permit specified in RCW 46.44.090 and are not operated
laden except within the boundaries of the project limits as
defined by the contract, and other similar types of construc-
tion equipment, or (c) are driven or moved upon a public
highway only for the purpose of crossing the highway from
one property to another, provided that the movement does not
exceed five hundred feet and the vehicle is equipped with
wheels or pads that will not damage the roadway surface.
[2010 c 161 § 144.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.552 Special mobile equipment. "Special mobile
equipment" means every vehicle not designed or used pri-
marily for the transportation of persons or property and only
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incidentally operated or moved over a highway, including but
not limited to: Ditch digging apparatus, well boring apparatus
and road construction and maintenance machinery such as
asphalt spreaders, bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, tractors
other than truck tractors, ditchers, leveling graders, finishing
machines, motor graders, road rollers, scarifiers, earthmov-
ing carryalls and scrapers, power shovels and draglines, and
self-propelled cranes and earthmoving equipment. The term
does not include house trailers, dump trucks, truck mounted
transit mixers, cranes or shovels or other vehicles designed
for the transportation of persons or property to which
machinery has been attached. [1973 Istex.s.c 17 § 1; 1972
ex.s.c5§1;1963 c 154 § 30.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.553 Sport utility vehicle. "Sport utility vehicle"
means a high performance motor vehicle weighing six thou-
sand pounds or less, designed to carry ten passengers or less
or designated as a sport utility vehicle by the manufacturer.
[2010 c 161 § 146.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.554 Square dancer license plates. "Square
dancer license plates" means special license plates displaying
a symbol of square dancers. [2010 ¢ 161 § 147.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.555 Stand or standing. "Stand or standing"
means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, oth-
erwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually
engaged in receiving or discharging passengers. [1975 ¢ 62 §
10.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.556 Standard issue license plates. "Standard
issue license plates" means license plates that are held for
general issue, and does not mean personalized license plates
or any other special license plate. [2010 ¢ 161 § 148.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.559 State flower license plates. "State flower
license plates" means special license plates issued under
RCW 46.18.200 that display the Washington state flower.
[2012 ¢ 65 § 3.]

Effective date—2012 ¢ 65: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.560 State highway. "State highway" includes
every highway or part thereof, which has been designated as
a state highway or branch thereof, by legislative enactment.
[1975¢ 62§ 7; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.560. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 60;
prior: 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-
2, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.565 Stop. "Stop" when required means complete
cessation from movement. [1975c¢ 62 § 11.]

(2021 Ed.)
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Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.566 Stop or stopping. "Stop or stopping" when
prohibited means any halting even momentarily of a vehicle,
whether occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid
conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions
of a police officer or traffic control sign or signal. [1975 ¢ 62

§12.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.570 Streetcar. "Streetcar" means a vehicle other
than a train for transporting persons or property and operated
upon stationary rails principally within cities and towns.
[1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.570. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 61; prior: (i) 1943
¢ 153§ 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-
1, part. (i) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.572 Street rod vehicle. "Street rod vehicle"
means a motor vehicle that:

(1) Is a 1948 or older vehicle or the vehicle was manu-
factured after 1948 to resemble a vehicle manufactured
before 1949; and

(2) Has alterations to one or more of the major compo-
nent parts listed in RCW 46.80.010 that change the appear-
ance or performance of the vehicle from the original manu-
facturer's design or has a body constructed from nonoriginal
materials. [2011c 114§ 1.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 114: "This act takes effect October 1, 2011."
[2011c 114 § 11.]

46.04.574 Subagency. "Subagency" means the licens-
ing office in which vehicle title and registration functions are
carried out by a subagent. [2010 ¢ 161 § 149.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.575 Subagent. "Subagent" means a person or
governmental entity recommended by a county auditor or
other agent and who is appointed by the director to provide
vehicle registration and certificate of title services under con-
tract with the county auditor or other agent. [2010 ¢ 161 §
150.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.580 Suspend. "Suspend," in all its forms and
unless a different period is specified, means invalidation for
any period less than one calendar year and thereafter until
reinstatement. [1994 ¢ 275 § 28; 1990 ¢ 250 § 22; 1961 ¢ 12
§ 46.04.580. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 62; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1,
part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.
(11) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.581 Tab. "Tab" or "license tab" means a sticker
issued by the department and affixed to the rear license plate

to identify the vehicle license expiration month and year for a
specific vehicle. [2010 ¢ 161 § 151.]

(2021 Ed.)

46.04.600

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.582 Tandem axle. "Tandem axle" means any
two or more consecutive axles whose centers are less than
seven feet apart. [1988¢c 6 § 1; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 149 § 2.]

46.04.585 Temporarily sojourning. "Temporarily
sojourning,” as the term is used in chapter 46.04 RCW, shall
be construed to include any nonresident who is within this
state for a period of not to exceed six months in any one year.
[1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.585. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 63; prior: 1955 ¢
89§ 6.]

46.04.586 THC concentration. "THC concentration"
means nanograms of delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol per millili-
ter of a person's whole blood. THC concentration does not
include measurement of the metabolite THC-COOH, also
known as carboxy-THC. [2013 ¢ 3 § 3 (Initiative Measure
No. 502, approved November 6, 2012).]

Intent—2013 ¢ 3 (Initiative Measure No. 502): See note following
RCW 69.50.101.

46.04.587 Total loss vehicle. "Total loss vehicle"
means a vehicle that has been reported to the department as
destroyed by an insurance company, self-insurer, or the vehi-
cle owner or the owner's authorized representative. [2010 ¢
161 § 152.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.588 Tow dolly. "Tow dolly" means a trailer
equipped with between one and three axles designed to con-
nect to a tow bar on the rear of a motor vehicle that is used to
tow another vehicle. The front or rear wheels of the towed
vehicle are secured to and rest on the tow dolly. [2010 ¢ 161
§ 153.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.589 Tracked all-terrain vehicle. "Tracked all-
terrain vehicle" means any "wheeled all-terrain vehicle" as
defined in RCW 46.09.310 and weighing less than two thou-
sand pounds in stock configuration, with tracks or a combina-
tion of tracks and skis installed in place of the standard low-
pressure tires. [2021 ¢ 86 § 2.]

46.04.590 Traffic. "Traffic" includes pedestrians, rid-
den or herded animals, vehicles, streetcars, and other convey-
ances either singly or together, while using any public high-
ways for purposes of travel. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.590. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 64; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 §
1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.600 Traffic control signal. "Traffic control sig-
nal" means any traffic device, whether manually, electrically,
or mechanically operated, by which traffic alternately is
directed to stop or proceed or otherwise controlled. [1961 ¢
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12 § 46.04.600. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 65; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.611 Traffic-control devices. Official traffic-
control devices means all signs, signals, markings and
devices not inconsistent with Title 46 RCW placed or erected
by authority of a public body or official having jurisdiction,
for the purpose of regulating, warning or guiding traffic.
[1965 ex.s. ¢ 155 § 88.]

46.04.620 Trailer. "Trailer" includes every vehicle
without motive power designed for being drawn by or used in
conjunction with a motor vehicle constructed so that no
appreciable part of its weight rests upon or is carried by such
motor vehicle, but does not include a municipal transit vehi-
cle, or any portion thereof. "Trailer" does not include a cargo
extension. [2016 ¢ 22 § 2; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 76 § 3; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.620. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 67; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1,
part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part;
1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part;
1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 §
2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Intent—Effective date—2016 ¢ 22: See notes following RCW
46.04.094.

46.04.621 Transit permit. "Transit permit" means a
document that authorizes a person to operate a vehicle on a
public highway of this state solely for the purpose of obtain-
ing the necessary documentation to complete and apply for a
Washington certificate of title or vehicle registration. Unlim-
ited use of the vehicle is prohibited when operated under a
transit permit. [2010 ¢ 161 § 154.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.622 Park trailer. "Park trailer" or "park model
trailer" means a travel trailer designed to be used with tempo-
rary connections to utilities necessary for operation of
installed fixtures and appliances. The trailer's gross area shall
not exceed four hundred square feet when in the setup mode.
"Park trailer" excludes a mobile home. [1989 ¢ 337 § 2.]

46.04.62240 Share the Road license plates. "Share the
Road license plates" means license plates that commemorate
the life of Cooper Jones and display a symbol of an organiza-
tion that promote[s] bicycle safety and awareness education
in communities throughout Washington. [2005 ¢ 426 § 2.]

46.04.62250 Signal preemption device. "Signal pre-
emption device" means a device that is capable of altering the
normal operation of a traffic control signal. Any such device
manufactured by a vehicle manufacturer is not a signal pre-
emption device for purposes of this section if the primary
purpose of the device is any purpose other than the preemp-
tion of traffic signals and the device's ability to alter traffic
signals is unintended and incidental to the device's primary
purpose. [2005 ¢ 183 § 1.]

46.04.62260 Ski & Ride Washington license plates.
"Ski & Ride Washington license plates" means license plates
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issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or art-
work recognizing the efforts of the Washington snowsports
industry in this state. [2011 ¢ 171 § 18; 2005 ¢ 220 § 2.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.04.623 Travel trailer. "Travel trailer" means a
trailer built on a single chassis transportable upon the public
streets and highways that is designed to be used as a tempo-
rary dwelling without a permanent foundation and may be
used without being connected to utilities. [1989 ¢ 337 § 3.]

46.04.630 Train. "Train" means a vehicle propelled by
steam, electricity, or other motive power with or without cars
coupled thereto, operated upon stationary rails, except street-
cars. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.630. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 68; prior: (i)
1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943
§ 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.640 Trolley vehicle. "Trolley vehicle" means a
vehicle the motive power for which is supplied by means of a
trolley line and which may or may not be confined in its oper-
ation to a certain portion of the roadway in order to maintain
trolley line contact. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.640. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49
§ 69; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part.]

46.04.650 Tractor. "Tractor" means every motor vehi-
cle designed and used primarily for drawing other vehicles
and not so constructed as to carry a load other than a part of
the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn. [1986 ¢ 18 § 1;
1975 ¢ 62 § 8; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.650. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 70;
prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.652 Transportation network company. "Trans-
portation network company" means a corporation, partner-
ship, sole proprietorship, or other entity that operates in this
state, and uses a digital network to connect passengers with
transportation network company drivers to provide prear-
ranged rides. [2021 ¢ 93 § 3.]

46.04.653 Truck. "Truck" means every motor vehicle
designed, used, or maintained primarily for the transportation
of property. [1986 ¢ 18 § 2.]

46.04.655 Truck tractor. "Truck tractor" means every
motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing other
vehicles but so constructed as to permit carrying a load in
addition to part of the weight of the vehicle and load so
drawn. [1986 ¢ 18 § 3.]

46.04.660 Used vehicle. "Used vehicle" means a vehi-
cle which has been sold, bargained, exchanged, given away,
or title transferred from the person who first took title to it
from the manufacturer or first importer, dealer, or agent of
the manufacturer or importer, and so used as to have become
what is commonly known as "secondhand" within the ordi-
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nary meaning thereof. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.660. Prior: 1959 c
49 § 71; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.670 Vehicle (as amended by 2019 ¢ 170). "Vehicle" includes
every device capable of being moved upon a public highway and in, upon, or
by which any persons or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a
public highway, including bicycles. "Vehicle" does not include power
wheelchairs or devices other than bicycles moved by human or animal power
or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. Mopeds are not consid-
ered vehicles or motor vehicles for the purposes of chapter 46.70 RCW.
Bicycles and motorized foot scooters are not considered vehicles for the pur-
poses of chapter 46.12, 46.16A, or 46.70 RCW or RCW 82.12.045. Electric
personal assistive mobility devices and motorized foot scooters are not con-
sidered vehicles or motor vehicles for the purposes of chapter 46.12, 46.16A,
46.29, 46.37, or 46.70 RCW. A golf cart is not considered a vehicle, except
for the purposes of chapter 46.61 RCW. [2019 ¢ 170 § 2; 2011 ¢ 171 § 19.
Prior: 2010 ¢ 217 § 2; 2010 ¢ 161 § 155;2003 ¢ 141 § 6; 2002 ¢ 247 § 5; 1994
€262§2;1991¢214§2;1979 ex.s. ¢ 213 §4; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.670; prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 72; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.670 Vehicle (as amended by 2019 ¢ 214). (1) "Vehicle"
((ineludes—every)) means a device capable of being moved upon a public
highway and in, upon, or by which any persons or property is or may be
transported or drawn upon a public highway((;inelading bieyeles)).

(2) "Vehicle" ((doesnotinelade)) excludes:

(a) A power wheelchair((s)) or device((s)) other than a bicycle((s))
moved by human or animal power or used exclusively upon stationary rails
or tracks((—Mepeds-are-net-considered-vehieles-ormeotor-vehieles));

(b) A moped, for the purposes of chapter 46.70 RCW((-Bieyelesare
noteonstdered-vehieles));

(c) A bicycle, for the purposes of chapter 46.12, 46.16A, or 46.70
RCW, or for RCW 82.12.045((<)):

(d) An electric personal assistive mobility device((s-are-not-ecensidered
vehieles-or-metor-vehieles)), for the purposes of chapter 46.12, 46.16A,
46.29, 46.37, or 46.70 RCW((-));

(e) A golf cart ((is-net-considered-a-vehiele)), except for the purposes
of chapter 46.61 RCW; and

(f) A personal delivery device as defined in RCW 46.75.010, except for
the purposes of chapter 46.61 RCW. [2019¢ 214 §7;2011 ¢ 171 § 19. Prior:
2010 ¢ 217 § 2; 2010 ¢ 161 § 155; 2003 c 141 § 6; 2002 ¢ 247 § 5; 1994 ¢
262 §2;1991 ¢ 214 § 2; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 213 § 4; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.670; prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 72; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Reviser's note: RCW 46.04.670 was amended twice during the 2019
legislative session, each without reference to the other. For rule of construc-

tion concerning sections amended more than once during the same legisla-
tive session, see RCW 1.12.025.

Effective date—2019 ¢ 214: See note following RCW 46.75.010.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Mopeds
helmet required: RCW 46.37.530, 46.37.535.
motorcycle endorsement, exemption: RCW 46.20.500.
operation and safety standards: RCW 46.61.710, 46.61.720.
registration: RCW 46.16A4.405(2), 46.17.350(1)(¥).

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.671 Vehicle license fee. "Vehicle license fee"
means a fee collected by the state of Washington as a license
fee, as that term is construed in Article II, section 40 of the
state Constitution, for the act of registering a vehicle under
chapter 46.16A RCW. "Vehicle license fee" does not include
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license plate fees, or taxes and fees collected by the depart-
ment for other jurisdictions. [2011 ¢ 171 § 20; 2010 ¢ 161 §
156.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.672 Vehicle or pedestrian right-of-way. "Vehi-
cle or pedestrian right-of-way" means the right of one vehicle
or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in preference to
another vehicle or pedestrian approaching under such cir-
cumstances of direction, speed, and proximity as to give rise
to danger of collision unless one grants precedence to the
other. [1975 ¢ 62 § 13.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.681 Vintage snowmobile. "Vintage snowmo-
bile" means a snowmobile manufactured at least thirty years
ago. [2010c 161 § 157.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.683 Washington apples license plate. "Wash-
ington apples license plate" means a special license plate
under RCW 46.18.200 that displays the Washington apple
logo. [2020 ¢ 93 § 4.]

Effective date—2020 ¢ 93: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.685 Washington farmers and ranchers license
plates. "Washington farmers and ranchers license plates"
means special license plates issued under RCW 46.18.200
that display a symbol or artwork recognizing Washington
farmers and ranchers. [2016 ¢ 36 § 5.]

Effective date—2016 ¢ 36: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.691 Washington Lighthouses license plates.
"Washington Lighthouses license plates" means license
plates issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or
artwork recognizing the efforts of lighthouse environmental
programs in Washington state. [2011 ¢ 171 § 21;2005 c 48 §
2.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.04.6910 Washington state aviation license plates.
"Washington state aviation license plates" means special
license plates issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display
images of a Stearman biplane and Mount Rainier. [2017 ¢ 11
§51]

Finding—Intent—2017 ¢ 11: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.6911 Washington state parks license plates.
"Washington state parks license plates" means special license
plates displaying a symbol or artwork recognizing Washing-
ton state parks as premier destinations of uncommon quality
that preserve significant natural, cultural, historical, and rec-
reational resources. [2010 ¢ 161 § 158.]
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Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.6912 Washington state wrestling license plates.
"Washington state wrestling license plates" means special
license plates issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display a
symbol or artwork recognizing Washington state wrestling.
[2016 ¢ 15§ 5.]

Effective date—2016 ¢ 15: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.6913 Washington tennis license plates. "Wash-
ington tennis license plates" means special license plates
issued under RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or art-
work recognizing tennis in Washington state. [2016 ¢ 16 §
5.]

Effective date—2016 ¢ 16: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.6915 Washington's fish license plate collection.
"Washington's fish license plate collection" means the collec-
tion of fish license plate designs. Each license plate design
displays a distinct symbol or artwork, to include steelhead,
recognizing the fish of Washington. [2016 ¢ 30 § 2.]

Effective date—2016 ¢ 30: See note following RCW 46.18.200.

46.04.692 Washington's National Park Fund license
plates. "Washington's National Park Fund license plates"
means license plates issued under RCW 46.18.200 that dis-
play a symbol or artwork recognizing the efforts of Washing-
ton's National Park Fund in preserving Washington's national
parks for future generations in Washington state. [2011 ¢ 171
§22;2005¢c 177 § 2.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.04.693 Washington's wildlife license plate collec-
tion. "Washington's wildlife license plate collection" means
the collection of three separate license plate designs. Each
license plate design displays a distinct symbol or artwork, to
include bear, deer, and elk, recognizing the wildlife of Wash-
ington. [2010c 161 § 159.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.705 We love our pets license plates. "We love
our pets license plates" means license plates issued under
RCW 46.18.200 that display a symbol or artwork recognizing
the efforts of the Washington state federation of animal care
and control agencies in Washington state that assists local
member agencies of the federation to promote and perform
spay/neuter surgery of Washington state pets, in order to
reduce pet overpopulation. [2011 ¢ 171 § 23;2005¢ 71 § 2.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.04.710 Wheelchair conveyance. "Wheelchair con-
veyance" means any vehicle specially manufactured or
designed for the transportation of a physically or medically
impaired wheelchair-bound person. The vehicle may be a
separate vehicle used in lieu of a wheelchair or a separate
vehicle used for transporting the impaired person while occu-
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pying a wheelchair. The vehicle shall be equipped with a pro-
pulsion device capable of propelling the vehicle within a
speed range established by the state patrol. The state patrol
may approve and define as a wheelchair conveyance, a vehi-
cle that fails to meet these specific criteria but is essentially
similar in performance and application to vehicles that do
meet these specific criteria. [1987 ¢ 330 § 703; 1983 ¢ 200 §
1.]

Power wheelchairs: RCW 46.04.415.

Wheelchair conveyances
operator's license: RCW 46.20.109.
public roadways, operating on: RCW 46.61.730.
registration: RCW 46.164.405(3).
safety standards: RCW 46.37.610.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.04.714 Wild on Washington license plates. "Wild
on Washington license plates" means special license plates
that display a symbol or artwork symbolizing wildlife view-
ing in Washington state. [2010 ¢ 161 § 161.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.04.900 Construction—Title applicable to state
registered domestic partnerships—2009 ¢ 521. For the
purposes of this title, the terms spouse, marriage, marital,
husband, wife, widow, widower, next of kin, and family shall
be interpreted as applying equally to state registered domestic
partnerships or individuals in state registered domestic part-
nerships as well as to marital relationships and married per-
sons, and references to dissolution of marriage shall apply
equally to state registered domestic partnerships that have
been terminated, dissolved, or invalidated, to the extent that
such interpretation does not conflict with federal law. Where
necessary to implement chapter 521, Laws of 2009, gender-
specific terms such as husband and wife used in any statute,
rule, or other law shall be construed to be gender neutral, and
applicable to individuals in state registered domestic partner-
ships. [2009 ¢ 521 § 112.]

Chapter 46.08 RCW
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sections
46.08.010  State preempts registration and licensing fields.
46.08.020  Precedence over local vehicle and traffic regulations.
46.08.030  Uniformity of application.
46.08.065  Publicly owned vehicles to be marked—Exceptions.
46.08.066  Publicly owned vehicles—Confidential license plates, drivers'
licenses, identicards—Issuance, rules governing.
46.08.067  Publicly owned vehicles—Violations concerning marking and
confidential license plates.
46.08.068  Publicly owned vehicles—Remarking not required, when.
46.08.070  Nonresidents, application to.
46.08.150  Control of traffic on capitol grounds.
46.08.160  Control of traffic on capitol grounds—Enforcing officer.
46.08.170  Control of traffic on capitol grounds—Violations, traffic
infractions, misdemeanors—Jurisdiction.
46.08.172  Parking rental fees—Establishment.
46.08.175  Golf cart zones.
46.08.185  Electric vehicle charging stations—Signage—Penalty.
46.08.190  Jurisdiction of judges of district, municipal, and superior court.
46.08.195  Name and address of record for license, permit, identicard,

title, and registration applicants—Notice.

Extension of licensing period authorized—Rules and regulations, manner
and content: RCW 43.24.140.
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46.08.010 State preempts registration and licensing
fields. The provisions of this title relating to certificates of
title, registration certificates, vehicle licenses, vehicle license
plates, and drivers' licenses shall be exclusive and no political
subdivision of the state of Washington shall require or issue
any licenses or certificates for the same or a similar purpose,
nor shall any city or town in this state impose a tax, license,
or other fee upon vehicles operating exclusively between
points outside of such city or town limits, and to points
therein. [2010 ¢ 161 § 1111; 1990 ¢ 42 § 207; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.08.010. Prior: 1937 ¢ 188 § 75; RRS § 6312-75.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—Effective dates—Application—Implementation—1990 ¢
42: See notes following RCW 46.68.090.

46.08.020 Precedence over local vehicle and traffic
regulations. The provisions of this title relating to vehicles
shall be applicable and uniform throughout this state and in
all incorporated cities and towns and all political subdivisions
therein and no local authority shall enact or enforce any law,
ordinance, rule or regulation in conflict with the provisions of
this title except and unless expressly authorized by law to do
so and any laws, ordinances, rules or regulations in conflict
with the provisions of this title are hereby declared to be
invalid and of no effect. Local authorities may, however,
adopt additional vehicle and traffic regulations which are not
in conflict with the provisions of this title. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.08.020. Prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 2; RRS § 6360-2.]

46.08.030 Uniformity of application. The provisions
of this title relating to the operation of vehicles shall be appli-
cable and uniform upon all persons operating vehicles upon
the public highways of this state, except as otherwise specif-
ically provided. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.030. Prior: 1937 ¢ 189 §
3; RRS § 6360-3.]

46.08.065 Publicly owned vehicles to be marked—
Exceptions. (1) It is unlawful for any public officer having
charge of any vehicle owned or controlled by any county,
city, town, or public body in this state other than the state of
Washington and used in public business to operate the same
upon the public highways of this state unless and until there
shall be displayed upon such automobile or other motor vehi-
cle in letters of contrasting color not less than one and one-
quarter inches in height in a conspicuous place on the right
and left sides thereof, the name of such county, city, town, or
other public body, together with the name of the department
or office upon the business of which the said vehicle is used.
This section shall not apply to vehicles of a sheriff's office,
local police department, or any vehicles used by local peace
officers under public authority for special undercover or con-
fidential investigative purposes. This subsection shall not
apply to: (a) Any municipal transit vehicle operated for pur-
poses of providing public mass transportation; (b) any vehi-
cle governed by the requirements of subsection (4) of this
section; nor to (c) any motor vehicle on loan to a school dis-
trict for driver training purposes. It shall be lawful and consti-
tute compliance with the provisions of this section, however,
for the governing body of the appropriate county, city, town,
or public body other than the state of Washington or its agen-
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cies to adopt and use a distinctive insignia which shall be not
less than six inches in diameter across its smallest dimension
and which shall be displayed conspicuously on the right and
left sides of the vehicle. Such insignia shall be in a color or
colors contrasting with the vehicle to which applied for max-
imum visibility. The name of the public body owning or
operating the vehicle shall also be included as part of or dis-
played above such approved insignia in colors contrasting
with the vehicle in letters not less than one and one-quarter
inches in height. Immediately below the lettering identifying
the public entity and agency operating the vehicle or below
an approved insignia shall appear the words "for official use
only" in letters at least one inch high in a color contrasting
with the color of the vehicle. The appropriate governing body
may provide by rule or ordinance for marking of passenger
motor vehicles as prescribed in subsection (2) of this section
or for exceptions to the marking requirements for local gov-
ernmental agencies for the same purposes and under the same
circumstances as permitted for state agencies under subsec-
tion (3) of this section.

(2) Except as provided by subsections (3) and (4) of this
section, passenger motor vehicles owned or controlled by the
state of Washington, and purchased after July 1, 1989, must
be plainly and conspicuously marked on the lower left-hand
corner of the rear window with the name of the operating
agency or institution or the words "state motor pool," as
appropriate, the words "state of Washington — for official
use only," and the seal of the state of Washington or the
appropriate agency or institution insignia, approved by the
department of enterprise services. Markings must be on a
transparent adhesive material and conform to the standards
established by the department of enterprise services. For the
purposes of this section, "passenger motor vehicles" means
sedans, station wagons, vans, light trucks, or other motor
vehicles under ten thousand pounds gross vehicle weight.

(3) Subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to vehi-
cles used by the Washington state patrol for general under-
cover or confidential investigative purposes. Traffic control
vehicles of the Washington state patrol may be exempted
from the requirements of subsection (2) of this section at the
discretion of the chief of the Washington state patrol. The
department of enterprise services shall adopt general rules
permitting other exceptions to the requirements of subsection
(2) of this section for other vehicles used for law enforce-
ment, confidential public health work, and public assistance
fraud or support investigative purposes, for vehicles leased or
rented by the state on a casual basis for a period of less than
ninety days, and those provided for in RCW 46.08.066. The
exceptions in this subsection, subsection (4) of this section,
and those provided for in RCW 46.08.066 shall be the only
exceptions permitted to the requirements of subsection (2) of
this section.

(4) Any motorcycle, vehicle over 10,000 pounds gross
vehicle weight, or other vehicle that for structural reasons
cannot be marked as required by subsection (1) or (2) of this
section that is owned or controlled by the state of Washington
or by any county, city, town, or other public body in this state
and used for public purposes on the public highways of this
state shall be conspicuously marked in letters of a contrasting
color with the words "State of Washington" or the name of
such county, city, town, or other public body, together with
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the name of the department or office that owns or controls the
vehicle.

(5) All motor vehicle markings required under the terms
of this chapter shall be maintained in a legible condition at all
times. [2015¢225§98;1998c 111 §4;1989¢57§9; 1975
Istex.s.c 169 § 1; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.065. Prior: 1937 ¢ 189
§ 46; RRS § 6360-46. Formerly RCW 46.36.140.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.08.066 Publicly owned vehicles—Confidential
license plates, drivers' licenses, identicards—Issuance,
rules governing. (1) The department may issue confidential
license plates to:

(a) Units of local government and agencies of the federal
government for law enforcement purposes only;

(b) Any state official elected on a statewide basis for use
on official business. Only one set of confidential license
plates may be issued to these elected officials;

(c) Any other public officer or public employee for the
personal security of the officer or employee when recom-
mended by the chief of the Washington state patrol. These
confidential license plates may only be used on an unmarked
publicly owned or controlled vehicle of the employing gov-
ernment agency for the conduct of official business for the
period of time that the personal security of the state official,
public officer, or other public employee may require; and

(d) The office of the state treasurer. These confidential
license plates may only be used on an unmarked state owned
or controlled vehicle when required for the safe transporta-
tion of either state funds or negotiable securities to or from
the office of the state treasurer.

(2) The use of confidential license plates on other vehi-
cles owned or operated by the state of Washington by any
officer or employee of the state is limited to confidential,
investigative, or undercover work of state law enforcement
agencies, confidential public health work, and confidential
public assistance fraud or child support investigations.

(3)(a) The department may issue confidential drivers'
licenses and identicards to commissioned officers of state and
local law enforcement agencies and agencies of the federal
government only for undercover or covert law enforcement
activities.

(b) Any driver's license or identicard issued under this
subsection shall display an expiration date that complies with
the department's rules, but a driver's license or identicard
issued under this subsection may be used only during the
duration of the officer's assignment to an undercover or
covert operation.

(c) Any driver's license or identicard issued under this
subsection must be returned to the department within thirty
days of the end of the officer's undercover assignment. Any
driver's license or identicard issued under this subsection
must be returned to the department immediately upon the
officer's retirement, termination, dismissal, change in job
assignment, or leave from the agency.

(4) The director may adopt rules governing applications
for, and the use of, confidential license plates, drivers'
licenses, and identicards. [2013 ¢ 336 § 2;2010c 161 § 211;
1986 ¢ 158 § 20; 1982 ¢ 163 § 14; 1979 ¢ 158 § 128; 1975 1st
ex.s.c 169 § 2.]
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Effective date—2013 ¢ 336: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state gov-
ernment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect immediately
[May 21, 2013]." [2013 ¢ 336 § 4.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.08.067 Publicly owned vehicles—Violations con-
cerning marking and confidential license plates. A viola-
tion of any provision of RCW 46.08.065 as now or hereafter
amended or of RCW 46.08.066 shall subject the public offi-
cer or employee committing such violation to disciplinary
action by the appropriate appointing authority or employing
agency. Such disciplinary action may include, but shall not
be limited to, suspension without pay or termination of
employment in the case of repeated or continuing noncompli-
ance. [1975 1stex.s.c 169 § 3.]

46.08.068 Publicly owned vehicles—Remarking not
required, when. Any vehicle properly marked pursuant to
statutory requirements in effect prior to September 8, 1975,
need not be remarked to conform to the requirements of
RCW 46.08.065 through 46.08.067 until July 1, 1977. [1975
Istex.s.c 169 § 4.]

46.08.070 Nonresidents, application to. Subject to a
compliance with the motor vehicle laws of the state and
acceptance of the provisions of this title, nonresident owners
and operators of vehicles hereby are granted the privilege of
using the public highways of this state, and use of such public
highways shall be deemed and construed to be an acceptance
by such nonresident owners and operators of the provisions
of this title. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.070. Prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 128;
RRS § 6360-128.]

46.08.150 Control of traffic on capitol grounds. The
director of enterprise services shall have power to devise and
promulgate rules and regulations for the control of vehicular
and pedestrian traffic and the parking of motor vehicles on
the state capitol grounds. However, the monetary penalty for
parking a motor vehicle without a valid special license plate
or placard in a parking place reserved for persons with phys-
ical disabilities shall be the same as provided in RCW
46.19.050. Such rules and regulations shall be promulgated
by publication in one issue of a newspaper published at the
state capitol and shall be given such further publicity as the
director may deem proper. [2015 ¢ 225 § 99; 2010 ¢ 161 §
1112; 2010 ¢ 161 § 212; 1995 ¢ 384 § 2; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.08.150. Prior: 1955 ¢ 285§ 21; 1947 c 11 § 1; Rem. Supp.
1947 § 7921-20.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.08.160 Control of traffic on capitol grounds—
Enforcing officer. The chief of the Washington state patrol
shall be the chief enforcing officer to assure the proper
enforcement of such rules and regulations. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.08.160. Prior: 1947 c 11 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 7921-21.]
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46.08.170 Control of traffic on capitol grounds—Vio-
lations, traffic infractions, misdemeanors—Jurisdiction.
(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, any
violation of a rule or regulation prescribed under RCW
46.08.150 is a traffic infraction, and the district courts of
Thurston county shall have jurisdiction over such offenses:
PROVIDED, That violation of a rule or regulation relating to
traffic including parking, standing, stopping, and pedestrian
offenses is a traffic infraction.

(2) Violation of such a rule or regulation equivalent to
those provisions of Title 46 RCW set forth in RCW
46.63.020 remains a misdemeanor. [2003 ¢ 53 § 232; 1987 ¢
202 § 213; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 40; 1963 ¢ 158 § 2; 1961 ¢ 12
§ 46.08.170. Prior: 1947 ¢ 11 § 3; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 7921-
22.]

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.
Intent—1987 ¢ 202: See note following RCW 2.04.190.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.08.172 Parking rental fees—Establishment. The
director of the department of enterprise services shall estab-
lish equitable and consistent parking rental fees for the capi-
tol campus and may, if requested by agencies, establish equi-
table and consistent parking rental fees for agencies off the
capitol campus, to be charged to employees, visitors, clients,
service providers, and others, that reflect the legislature's
intent to reduce state subsidization of parking or to meet the
commute trip reduction goals established in *RCW
70.94.527. All fees shall take into account the market rate of
comparable privately owned rental parking, as determined by
the director. However, parking rental fees are not to exceed
the local market rate of comparable privately owned rental
parking.

The director may delegate the responsibility for the col-
lection of parking fees to other agencies of state government
when cost-effective. [2015 ¢ 225 § 100; 1995 ¢ 215 § 4; 1993
¢ 394 § 4. Prior: 1991 sp.s. ¢ 31 § 12; 1991 sp.s. ¢ 13 § 41;
1988 ex.s.c 2 § 901; 1985 ¢ 57 § 59; 1984 ¢ 258 § 323; 1963
c158§1.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 70.94.527 was recodified as RCW 70A.15.4020
pursuant to 2020 ¢ 20 § 2010.
Finding—Purpose—1993 ¢ 394: See note following RCW 43.01.220.
Intent—1984 ¢ 258: See note following RCW 3.34.130.
Fee deposition: RCW 43.01.225.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.08.175 Golf cart zones. (1) The legislative authority
of a city or county may by ordinance or resolution create a
golf cart zone, for the purposes of permitting the incidental
operation of golf carts, as defined in RCW 46.04.1945, upon
a street or highway of this state having a speed limit of
twenty-five miles per hour or less.

(2) Every person operating a golf cart as authorized
under this section is granted all rights and is subject to all
duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle under chapter
46.61 RCW.

(3) Every person operating a golf cart as authorized
under this section must be at least sixteen years of age and
must have completed a driver education course or have previ-
ous experience driving as a licensed driver.
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(4) A person who has a revoked license under RCW
46.20.285 may not operate a golf cart as authorized under this
section.

(5) The legislative authority of a city or county may pro-
hibit any person from operating a golf cart as authorized
under this section at any time from a half hour after sunset to
a half hour before sunrise.

(6) The legislative authority of a city or county may
require a decal or other identifying device to be displayed on
golf carts authorized on the streets and highways of this state
under this section. The city or county may charge a fee for the
decal or other identifying device.

(7) The legislative authority of a city or county may pro-
hibit the operation of golf carts in designated bicycle lanes
that are within a golf cart zone.

(8) Golf carts must be equipped with reflectors, seat
belts, and rearview mirrors when operated upon streets and
highways as authorized under this section.

(9) A city or county that creates a golf cart zone under
this section must clearly identify the zone by placing signage
at the beginning and end of the golf cart zone on a street or
road that is part of the golf cart zone. The signage must be in
compliance with the department of transportation's manual
on uniform traffic control devices for streets and highways.

(10) Accidents that involve golf carts operated upon
streets and highways as authorized under this section must be
recorded and tracked in compliance with chapter 46.52
RCW. The accident report must indicate that a golf cart oper-
ating within a golf cart zone is involved in the accident.
[2010c 217 § 4.]

46.08.185 Electric vehicle charging stations—Sig-
nage—Penalty. (1) Publicly available electric vehicle sup-
ply equipment must be indicated by vertical signage identify-
ing the station as publicly available electric vehicle supply
equipment and indicating that it is only for electric vehicle
charging. The signage must be consistent with the manual on
uniform traffic control devices, as adopted by the department
of transportation under RCW 47.36.030, and contain the
information required in RCW 19.94.560. Supplementary sig-
nage may be posted to provide additional information includ-
ing, but not limited to, the amount of the monetary penalty
under subsection (2) of this section for parking in the station
while not connected to the charging equipment.

(2) It is a parking infraction, with a monetary penalty of
one hundred twenty-four dollars, for any person to park a
vehicle in a parking space served by publicly available elec-
tric vehicle supply equipment if the vehicle is not connected
to the charging equipment. The parking infraction must be
processed as prescribed under RCW 3.50.100, 35.20.220,
46.16A.120, and 46.20.270(2).

(3) For purposes of this section, "publicly available elec-
tric vehicle supply equipment" has the same meaning as pro-
vided in RCW 19.94.010 and described in RCW 19.94.550
and 19.94.555. [2021 ¢ 238 § 12; 2013 c 60 § 1.]

46.08.190 Jurisdiction of judges of district, munici-
pal, and superior court. Every district and municipal court
judge shall have concurrent jurisdiction with superior court
judges of the state for all violations of the provisions of this
title, except the trial of felony charges on the merits, and may
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impose any punishment provided therefor. [1995 ¢ 136 § 1;
1984 ¢ 258 § 136; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.190. Prior: 1955 ¢ 393 §
4.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.08.195 Name and address of record for license,
permit, identicard, title, and registration applicants—
Notice. (1) The name, residence address, and mailing
address (if different) submitted by an applicant for a driver's
license or other permit, identicard, certificate of title, or vehi-
cle or vessel registration is the name and address of record for
the person.

(2)(a) If an applicant for or the holder of a driver's
license, permit, identicard, certificate of title, or vehicle or
vessel registration changes his or her name or address, he or
she must notify the department of the change in writing on a
form provided by the department. The written notification, or
other means as designated by rule of the department, is the
exclusive means by which the name or address of record
maintained by the department concerning the person may be
changed.

(b) The form must contain a place for the person to indi-
cate that an address change is not for voting purposes. The
department must notify the secretary of state by the means
described in RCW 29A.08.350 of all change of address infor-
mation for natural persons received by means of this form
except information on persons indicating that the change is
not for voting purposes.

(3) Any notice regarding the refusal, cancellation, sus-
pension, revocation, disqualification, probation, or nonre-
newal of the driver's license, commercial driver's license, per-
mit, driving privilege, identicard, certificate of title, or vehi-
cle or vessel registration mailed to the address of record of
the applicant or holder is effective notwithstanding the appli-
cant or holder's failure to receive the notice.

(4) The department may not change the name of record
of a person who is the holder of a driver's license, other driv-
ing permit, or identicard under this section unless the person
has again satisfied the department regarding his or her iden-
tity in the manner provided under RCW 46.20.035. [2017 ¢
147 § 2.]

Chapter 46.09 RCW
OFF-ROAD, NONHIGHWAY, AND WHEELED ALL-
TERRAIN VEHICLES
Sections
GENERAL PROVISIONS
46.09.300  Application of chapter—Permission necessary to enter upon
private lands.
46.09.310  Definitions.
46.09.320  Certificates of title.
46.09.330  Off-road vehicle dealers—Licenses—Fee—License plates—
Title application upon sale—Violation.
46.09.340  Nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities advisory commit-
tee.
46.09.350  Accident reports.
46.09.360  Regulation by local political subdivisions or state agencies.
46.09.370  Statewide plan.
46.09.380  Enforcement.
46.09.385  Separate registration category for wheeled all-terrain vehicles.
46.09.390  Concurrent licenses for use as a wheeled all-terrain vehicle and

tracked all-terrain vehicle—Department shall establish a
declaration—Department may adopt rules.
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REGISTRATIONS AND USE PERMITS

46.09.400  Issuance—Decals—Fees.

46.09.410  Registrations—Original and renewal application—Require-
ments—Decals—Out-of-state operators.

46.09.420  Registrations and decals—Exemptions.

46.09.430  Use permits—Application requirements.

46.09.440  Prerequisite to operation.

46.09.442  Wheeled all-terrain vehicles—Metal tags—Off-road, on-road
registration, tabs—Exemption.

46.09.444  Wheeled all-terrain vehicles—Driver's license requirement—
Penalty—Training course.

USES AND VIOLATIONS

46.09.450  Authorized and prohibited uses for off-road vehicles.

46.09.455  Authorized and prohibited uses for wheeled all-terrain vehi-
cles.

46.09.457  Equipment and declaration requirements for wheeled all-ter-
rain vehicles—Exception.

46.09.460  Operation by persons under sixteen.

46.09.470  Operating violations—Exceptions.

46.09.480  Additional violations—Penalty.

46.09.485  Operating violations for wheeled all-terrain vehicles—Notice
of infraction, issuance and procedure.

46.09.490  General penalty—Civil liability.

46.09.495  Failure to title or register an off-road vehicle—Penalty, cir-
cumstances when.

REVENUE

46.09.500  Motor vehicle fuel excise taxes on fuel for nonhighway vehi-
cles not refundable.

46.09.510  Nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities program account.

46.09.520  Refunds from motor vehicle fund—Distribution—Use.

46.09.530  Administration and distribution of off-road vehicle moneys.

46.09.540  Multiuse roadway safety account.

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—IRLJ 6.2.
Emergency medical services fee: RCW 46.17.110 and 46.68.440.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

46.09.300 Application of chapter—Permission neces-
sary to enter upon private lands. The provisions of this
chapter shall apply to all lands in this state. Nothing in this
chapter, RCW 79A.35.040, 79A.35.070, 79A.35.090,
79A.35.110, and 79A.35.120 shall be deemed to grant to any
person the right or authority to enter upon private property
without permission of the property owner. [2005 ¢ 213 § 2;
1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 2; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 6. Formerly RCW
46.09.010.]

Findings—Construction—2005 ¢ 213: "The legislature finds that off-
road recreational vehicles (ORVs) provide opportunities for a wide variety
of outdoor recreation activities. The legislature further finds that the limited
amount of ORV recreation areas presents a challenge for ORV recreational
users, natural resource land managers, and private landowners. The legisla-
ture further finds that many nonhighway roads provide opportunities for
ORYV use and that these opportunities may reduce conflicts between users
and facilitate responsible ORV recreation. However, restrictions intended for
motor vehicles may prevent ORV use on certain roads, including forest ser-
vice roads. Therefore, the legislature finds that local, state, and federal juris-
dictions should be given the flexibility to allow ORV use on nonhighway
roads they own and manage or for which they are authorized to allow public
ORYV use under an easement granted by the owner. Nothing in this act autho-
rizes trespass on private property." [2005 ¢ 213 § 1.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.310 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly
requires otherwise.

(1) "Advisory committee" means the nonhighway and
off-road vehicle activities advisory committee established in
RCW 46.09.340.
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(2) "Board" means the recreation and conservation fund-
ing board established in RCW 79A.25.110.

(3) "Dealer" means a person, partnership, association, or
corporation engaged in the business of selling off-road vehi-
cles at wholesale or retail in this state.

(4) "Direct supervision" means that the supervising adult
must be in a position, on another wheeled all-terrain vehicle
or specialty off-highway vehicle or motorbike or, if on the
ground, within a reasonable distance of the unlicensed opera-
tor, to provide close support, assistance, or direction to the
unlicensed operator.

(5) "Emergency management" means the carrying out of
emergency functions related to responding and recovering
from emergencies and disasters, and to aid victims suffering
from injury or damage, resulting from disasters caused by all
hazards, whether natural, technological, or human caused,
and to provide support for search and rescue operations for
persons and property in distress.

(6) "Highway," for the purpose of this chapter only,
means the entire width between the boundary lines of every
roadway publicly maintained by the state department of
transportation or any county or city with funding from the
motor vehicle fund. A highway is generally capable of travel
by a conventional two-wheel drive passenger automobile
during most of the year and in use by such vehicles.

(7) "Nonhighway road" means any road owned or man-
aged by a public agency, a primitive road, or any private road
for which the owner has granted an easement for public use
for which appropriations from the motor vehicle fund were
not used for (a) original construction or reconstruction in the
last twenty-five years; or (b) maintenance in the last four
years.

(8) "Nonhighway road recreation facilities" means recre-
ational facilities that are adjacent to, or accessed by, a non-
highway road and intended primarily for nonhighway road
recreational users.

(9) "Nonhighway road recreational user" means a person
whose purpose for consuming fuel on a nonhighway road or
off-road is primarily for nonhighway road recreational pur-
poses, including, but not limited to, hunting, fishing, camp-
ing, sightseeing, wildlife viewing, picnicking, driving for
pleasure, kayaking/canoeing, and gathering berries, fire-
wood, mushrooms, and other natural products.

(10) "Nonhighway vehicle" means any motorized vehi-
cle including an ORV when used for recreational purposes on
nonhighway roads, trails, or a variety of other natural terrain.

Nonhighway vehicle does not include:

(a) Any vehicle designed primarily for travel on, over, or
in the water;

(b) Snowmobiles or any military vehicles; or

(¢c) Any vehicle eligible for a motor vehicle fuel tax
exemption or rebate under chapter 82.38 RCW while an
exemption or rebate is claimed. This exemption includes but
is not limited to farm, construction, and logging vehicles.

(11) "Nonmotorized recreational facilities" means recre-
ational trails and facilities that are adjacent to, or accessed by,
a nonhighway road and intended primarily for nonmotorized
recreational users.

(12) "Nonmotorized recreational user" means a person
whose purpose for consuming fuel on a nonhighway road or
off-road is primarily for nonmotorized recreational purposes
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including, but not limited to, walking, hiking, backpacking,
climbing, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, mountain bik-
ing, horseback riding, and pack animal activities.

(13) "Organized competitive event" means any competi-
tion, advertised in advance through written notice to orga-
nized clubs or published in local newspapers, sponsored by
recognized clubs, and conducted at a predetermined time and
place.

(14) "ORYV recreation facilities" include, but are not lim-
ited to, ORV trails, trailheads, campgrounds, ORV sports
parks, and ORV use areas, designated for ORV use by the
managing authority.

(15) "ORYV recreational user" means a person whose pur-
pose for consuming fuel on nonhighway roads or off-road is
primarily for ORV recreational purposes, including but not
limited to riding an all-terrain vehicle, motorcycling, or driv-
ing a four-wheel drive vehicle or dune buggy.

(16) "ORV sports park" means a facility designed to
accommodate competitive ORV recreational uses including,
but not limited to, motocross racing, four-wheel drive compe-
titions, and flat track racing. Use of ORV sports parks can be
competitive or noncompetitive in nature.

(17) "ORV trail" means a multiple-use corridor desig-
nated by the managing authority and maintained for recre-
ational use by motorized vehicles.

(18) "Primitive road" means a linear route managed for
use by four-wheel drive or high-clearance vehicles that is
generally not maintained or paved, a road designated by a
county as primitive under RCW 36.75.300, or a road desig-
nated by a city or town as primitive under a local ordinance.

(19) "Wheeled all-terrain vehicle" means (a) any motor-
ized nonhighway vehicle with handlebars that is fifty inches
or less in width, has a seat height of at least twenty inches,
weighs less than one thousand five hundred pounds, and has
four tires having a diameter of thirty inches or less, or (b) a
utility-type vehicle designed for and capable of travel over
designated roads that travels on four or more low-pressure
tires of twenty psi or less, has a maximum width less than
seventy-four inches, has a maximum weight less than two
thousand pounds, has a wheelbase of one hundred ten inches
or less, and satisfies at least one of the following: (i) Has a
minimum width of fifty inches; (ii) has a minimum weight of
at least nine hundred pounds; or (iii) has a wheelbase of over
sixty-one inches. [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 3; (2013 2nd sp.s. ¢
23 § 2 expired July 1, 2015); 2013 ¢ 225 § 607; 2010 ¢ 161 §
213;2007 ¢ 241 § 13;2004 ¢ 105 § 1; 1986 ¢ 206 § 1; 1979 ¢
158 § 129; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 3; 1971
ex.s. ¢ 47 § 7. Formerly RCW 46.09.020.]

Reviser's note: The definitions in this section have been alphabetized
pursuant to RCW 1.08.015(2)(k).

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 3: "Section 3 of this act takes
effect July 1, 2015." [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 28.]

Expiration date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 2: "Section 2 of this act expires
July 1, 2015." [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 27.]

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: "Except for sections 3 and 25 of
this act, this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health, or safety, or support of the state government and its existing
public institutions, and takes effect July 28, 2013." [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 §
26.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 ¢ 225: See note following RCW 82.38.010.
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Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Intent—Effective date—2007 ¢ 241: See notes following RCW
79A.25.005.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.320 Certificates of title. (1) The application for
a certificate of title of an off-road vehicle must be made by
the owner or owner's representative to the department, county
auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by the director
on a form furnished or approved by the department and must
contain:

(a) A description of the off-road vehicle, including make,
model, vehicle identification number or engine serial number
if no vehicle identification number exists, type of body, and
model year of the vehicle;

(b) The name and address of the person who is the regis-
tered owner of the off-road vehicle and, if the off-road vehi-
cle is subject to a security interest, the name and address of
the secured party; and

(c) Other information the department may require.

(2) The application for a certificate of title must be
signed by the person applying to be the registered owner and
be sworn to by that person in the manner described under
chapter 5.50 RCW.

(3) The owner must pay the fee established under RCW
46.17.100.

(4) Issuance of the certificate of title does not qualify the
off-road vehicle for registration under chapter 46.16A RCW.
[2019 ¢ 232§ 17,2016 ¢ 84 §2;2011 ¢ 171 §24;2010 ¢ 161
§214.]

Effective date—2016 ¢ 84 §§ 2 and 5: "Sections 2 and 5 of this act take
effect July 1, 2017." [2016 ¢ 84 § 6.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.09.330 Off-road vehicle dealers—Licenses—
Fee—License plates—Title application upon sale—Viola-
tion. (1) Each dealer of off-road vehicles in this state shall
obtain either a miscellaneous vehicle dealer license as
defined in RCW 46.70.011 or an off-road vehicle dealer
license from the department in a manner prescribed by the
department. Upon receipt of an application for an off-road
vehicle dealer license and the fee described under subsection
(2) of this section, the dealer is licensed and an off-road vehi-
cle dealer license number must be assigned.

(2) The annual fee for an off-road vehicle dealer license
is twenty-five dollars, which covers all of the off-road vehi-
cles owned by a dealer and not rented. Off-road vehicles
rented on a regular, commercial basis by a dealer must have
separate registrations.

(3) Upon the issuance of an off-road vehicle dealer
license, each dealer may purchase, at a cost to be determined
by the department, off-road vehicle dealer license plates of a
size and color to be determined by the department. The off-
road vehicle dealer license plates must contain the off-road
vehicle dealer license number assigned to the dealer. Each
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off-road vehicle operated by a dealer, dealer representative,
or prospective customer for the purposes of testing or demon-
stration shall display dealer license plates assigned by the
department.

(4) A dealer, dealer representative, or prospective cus-
tomer may only use dealer license plates for the purposes pre-
scribed in subsection (3) of this section.

(5) Off-road vehicle dealer license numbers are non-
transferable.

(6) It is unlawful for any dealer to sell any off-road vehi-
cle at wholesale or retail or to test or demonstrate any off-
road vehicle within the state unless the dealer has either a
miscellaneous vehicle dealer license as defined in RCW
46.70.011 or an off-road vehicle dealer license as required
under this section.

(7) When an off-road vehicle is sold by a dealer, the
dealer shall apply for a certificate of title in the purchaser's
name within fifteen days following the sale.

(8) Except as provided in RCW 46.09.420, it is unlawful
for any dealer to sell at retail an off-road vehicle without reg-
istration required in RCW 46.09.440. [2010 ¢ 161 § 220;
2010 ¢ 8 § 9002; 1990 ¢ 250 § 24; 1986 ¢ 206 § 5; 1977 ex.s.
220§ 77,1972 ex.s. ¢ 153§ 9; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 13. Formerly
RCW 46.09.080.]

Reviser's note: RCW 46.09.080 was amended twice during the 2010
legislative session, each without reference to the other. For rule of construc-

tion concerning sections amended more than once during the same legisla-
tive session, see RCW 1.12.025.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.340 Nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities
advisory committee. (1) The board shall establish the non-
highway and off-road vehicle activities advisory committee
to provide advice regarding the administration of this chapter.
The committee consists of governmental representatives,
land managers, and a proportional representation of persons
with recreational experience in areas identified in the most
recent fuel use study, including but not limited to people with
off-road vehicle, hiking, equestrian, mountain biking, hunt-
ing, fishing, and wildlife viewing experience.

(2) After the advisory committee has made recommen-
dations regarding the expenditure of the fuel tax revenue por-
tion of the nonhighway and off-road vehicle account moneys,
the advisory committee's off-road vehicle and mountain bik-
ing recreationists, governmental representatives, and land
managers will make recommendations regarding the expen-
diture of funds received under RCW 46.68.045.

(3) At least once a year, the board, the department of nat-
ural resources, the department of fish and wildlife, and the
state parks and recreation commission shall report to the non-
highway and off-road vehicle activities advisory committee
on the expenditures of funds received under RCW 46.68.045
and 46.09.520 and must proactively seek the advisory com-
mittee's advice regarding proposed expenditures.

(4) The advisory committee shall advise these agencies
regarding the allocation of funds received under RCW
46.09.520 to ensure that overall expenditures reflect consid-

(2021 Ed.)



Off-Road, Nonhighway, and Wheeled All-Terrain Vehicles

eration of the results of the most recent fuel use study. [2010
c 161 § 224; 2007 ¢ 241 § 19; 2004 ¢ 105 § 8;2003 c 185 §
1; 1986 ¢ 206 § 13. Formerly RCW 46.09.280.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Intent—Effective date—2007 ¢ 241: See notes following RCW
79A.25.005.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.350 Accident reports. The operator of any non-
highway vehicle involved in any accident resulting in injury
to or death of any person, or property damage to another to an
apparent extent equal to or greater than the minimum amount
established by rule adopted by the chief of the Washington
state patrol in accordance with chapter 46.52 RCW, or a per-
son acting for the operator shall submit such reports as are
required under chapter 46.52 RCW, and the provisions of
chapter 46.52 RCW applies to the reports when submitted.
[1990 ¢ 250 § 25; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 12; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 19.
Formerly RCW 46.09.140.]

46.09.360 Regulation by local political subdivisions
or state agencies. (1) Notwithstanding any of the provisions
of this chapter, any city, town, county, or other political sub-
division of this state, or any state agency, may regulate the
operation of nonhighway vehicles on public lands, waters,
and other properties under its jurisdiction, and on streets,
roads, or highways within its boundaries by adopting regula-
tions or ordinances of its governing body, provided such reg-
ulations are not less stringent than the provisions of this chap-
ter. However, the legislative body of a city or town with a
population of less than three thousand persons may, by ordi-
nance, designate a street or highway within its boundaries to
be suitable for use by off-road vehicles. The legislative body
of a county may, by ordinance, designate a road or highway
within its boundaries to be suitable for use by off-road vehi-
cles.

(2) For purposes of this section, "off-road vehicles" does
not include wheeled all-terrain vehicles. [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23
§ 11; 2006 c 212 § 4; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 15; 1971 ex.s. c 47 §
23. Formerly RCW 46.09.180.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

46.09.370 Statewide plan. The board shall maintain a
statewide plan which shall be updated at least once every
third biennium and shall be used by all participating agencies
to guide distribution and expenditure of funds under this
chapter. [2007 ¢ 241 § 18; 1986 ¢ 206 § 11; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220
§ 18. Formerly RCW 46.09.250.]

Intent—Effective date—2007 ¢ 241: See notes following RCW
79A.25.005.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.380 Enforcement. The provisions of this chapter
shall be enforced by all persons having the authority to
enforce any of the laws of this state, including, without lim-
itation, officers of the state patrol, county sheriffs and their
deputies, all municipal law enforcement officers within their
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respective jurisdictions, fish and wildlife officers, state park
rangers, and those employees of the department of natural
resources designated by the commissioner of public lands
under RCW *43.30.310, 76.04.035, and 76.04.045. [2001 ¢
253 § 3; 1986 ¢ 100 § 52; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 25. Formerly
RCW 46.09.200.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 43.30.310 was recodified as RCW 43.12.065
pursuant to 2003 ¢ 334 § 127.

46.09.385 Separate registration category for wheeled
all-terrain vehicles. The department must track wheeled all-
terrain vehicles in a separate registration category for report-
ing purposes. [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 8.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

46.09.390 Concurrent licenses for use as a wheeled
all-terrain vehicle and tracked all-terrain vehicle—
Department shall establish a declaration—Department
may adopt rules. (1) It is the intent of the legislature to cre-
ate a concurrent licensing process to allow the owner of a
wheeled all-terrain vehicle to maintain concurrent but sepa-
rate registrations for the vehicle, for use as a wheeled all-ter-
rain vehicle and for use as a tracked all-terrain vehicle.

(2) The department shall allow the owner of a wheeled
all-terrain vehicle to maintain concurrent licenses for the
vehicle for use as a wheeled all-terrain vehicle and for use as
a tracked all-terrain vehicle. When the vehicle is registered as
a wheeled all-terrain vehicle, the terms of the registration are
those under this chapter that apply to wheeled all-terrain
vehicles, including applicable fees. When the vehicle is reg-
istered as a tracked all-terrain vehicle, the terms of the regis-
tration are those under chapter 46.10 RCW that apply to
snowmobiles, including applicable fees.

(3) The department shall establish a declaration, which
must be submitted by the wheeled all-terrain vehicle owner
when initially applying for a snowmobile registration under
chapter 46.10 RCW for the use of the converted wheeled all-
terrain vehicle as a tracked all-terrain vehicle. The declara-
tion must include a statement signed by the owner that a
wheeled all-terrain vehicle that had been previously con-
verted to a tracked all-terrain vehicle must conform with all
applicable federal motor vehicle safety standards and state
standards while in use as a wheeled all-terrain vehicle upon
public roads, streets, or highways. Once submitted by the
wheeled all-terrain vehicle owner, the declaration is valid
until the vehicle is sold or the title is otherwise transferred.

(4) The department may adopt rules to implement this
section. [2021 ¢ 86 § 4.]

REGISTRATIONS AND USE PERMITS

46.09.400 Issuance—Decals—Fees. (Effective until
October 1, 2021.) The department shall:

(1) Issue registrations and temporary ORV use permits
for off-road vehicles, excluding wheeled all-terrain vehicles
subject to subsection (4) of this section;

(2) Issue decals for off-road vehicles, excluding wheeled
all-terrain vehicles subject to subsection (4) of this section.
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The decals serve the same function as license plates for vehi-
cles registered under chapter 46.16A RCW;

(3) Charge a fee for each decal covering the actual cost
of the decal; and

(4) Issue metal tags, off-road vehicle registrations, and
on-road vehicle registrations for wheeled all-terrain vehicles.
[2013 2nd sp.s. €23 § 12;2011 ¢ 171 § 25,2010 ¢ 161 § 215;
1990 ¢ 250 § 23; 1986 ¢ 206 § 2; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 2; 1972
ex.s. ¢ 153 § 4; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 8. Formerly RCW
46.09.030.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.400 Issuance—Decals—Fees. (Effective Octo-
ber 1, 2021.) The department shall:

(1) Issue registrations and temporary ORV use permits
for off-road vehicles, excluding wheeled all-terrain vehicles
subject to subsection (4) of this section;

(2) Issue decals for off-road vehicles, excluding wheeled
all-terrain vehicles subject to subsection (4) of this section.
The decals serve the same function as license plates for vehi-
cles registered under chapter 46.16A RCW;

(3)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection,
charge a fee for each decal covering the actual cost of the
decal;

(b) Charge no fee for the decal, if the vehicle is also
properly registered or permitted in another state to a resident
of the state, and, at the time of application for either an origi-
nal Washington ORV registration or a renewal of a Washing-
ton ORYV registration, the resident presents the following doc-
uments issued by the other state: (i) The resident's unexpired
driver's license; and (ii) the current registration or permit for
the off-road vehicle; and

(4) Issue metal tags, off-road vehicle registrations, and
on-road vehicle registrations for wheeled all-terrain vehicles.
[2021 ¢ 216 § 2; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 12; 2011 ¢ 171 § 25;
2010c 161 §215;1990 ¢ 250 § 23; 1986 ¢ 206 § 2; 1977 ex.s.
220§ 2;1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 4; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 8. Formerly
RCW 46.09.030.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 216: See note following RCW 46.09.420.

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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46.09.410 Registrations—Original and renewal
application—Requirements—Decals—OQOut-of-state oper-
ators. (Effective until October 1, 2021.) (1) The application
for an original ORYV registration has the same requirements
as described for original vehicle registrations in RCW
46.16A.040 and must be accompanied by the annual off-road
vehicle license fee required under RCW 46.17.350, in addi-
tion to any other fees or taxes due for the application.

(2) The application for renewal of an ORV registration
has the same requirements as described for the renewal of
vehicle registrations in RCW 46.16A.110 and must be
accompanied by the annual off-road vehicle license fee
required under RCW 46.17.350, in addition to any other fees
or taxes due for the application.

(3) The annual ORV registration is valid for one year and
may be renewed each subsequent year as prescribed by the
department.

(4) A person who acquires an off-road vehicle that has an
ORYV registration must:

(a) Apply to the department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director for a transfer of
the ORV registration within fifteen days of taking possession
of the off-road vehicle; and

(b) Pay the ORYV registration transfer fee required under
RCW 46.17.410, in addition to any other fees or taxes due at
the time of application.

(5) The department shall issue an ORV registration,
decals, and tabs upon receipt of:

(a) A properly completed application for an original
ORV registration; and

(b) The payment of all fees and taxes due at the time of
application.

(6) The ORYV registration must be carried on the vehicle
for which it was issued at all times during its operation in this
state.

(7) Off-road vehicle decals must be affixed to the
off-road vehicle in a manner prescribed by the department.

(8) Unless exempt under RCW 46.09.420, any
out-of-state operator of an off-road vehicle, when operating
in this state, must comply with this chapter. If an ORV regis-
tration is required under this chapter, the out-of-state operator
must obtain an ORV registration and decal or a temporary
ORYV use permit.

(9) This section does not apply to wheeled all-terrain
vehicles registered for use under RCW 46.09.442. [2013 2nd
sp.s.¢23§13;2010c 161 § 218;2004 ¢ 106 § 1; 2002 ¢ 352
§ 1; 1997 ¢ 241 § 1; 1986 ¢ 206 § 4; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 6;
1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 8; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 12. Formerly RCW
46.09.070.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.410 Registrations—Original and renewal
application—Requirements—Decals—Out-of-state oper-
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ators. (Effective October 1, 2021.) (1)(a) The application for
an original ORV registration has the same requirements as
described for original vehicle registrations in RCW
46.16A.040 and, except as provided in (b) of this subsection,
must be accompanied by the annual off-road vehicle license
fee required under RCW 46.17.350, in addition to any other
fees or taxes due for the application.

(b) No fee is required with an application for an original
ORY registration, if the vehicle is also properly registered or
permitted in another state to a resident of the state, and, at the
time of application for an original Washington ORV registra-
tion, the resident presents the following documents issued by
the other state: (i) The resident's unexpired driver's license;
and (ii) the current registration or permit for the off-road
vehicle.

(2)(a) The application for renewal of an ORV registra-
tion has the same requirements as described for the renewal
of vehicle registrations in RCW 46.16A.110 and, except as
provided in (b) of this subsection, must be accompanied by
the annual off-road vehicle license fee required under RCW
46.17.350, in addition to any other fees or taxes due for the
application.

(b) No fee is required with an application for renewal of
an ORYV registration, if the vehicle is also properly registered
or permitted in another state to a resident of the state, and, at
the time of application for a renewal of a Washington ORV
registration, the resident presents the following documents
issued by the other state: (i) The resident's unexpired driver's
license; and (ii) the current registration or permit for the off-
road vehicle.

(3) The annual ORYV registration is valid for one year and
may be renewed each subsequent year as prescribed by the
department.

(4) A person who acquires an off-road vehicle that has an
ORYV registration must:

(a) Apply to the department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director for a transfer of
the ORV registration within fifteen days of taking possession
of the off-road vehicle; and

(b) Pay the ORV registration transfer fee required under
RCW 46.17.410, in addition to any other fees or taxes due at
the time of application.

(5) The department shall issue an ORV registration,
decals, and tabs upon receipt of:

(a) A properly completed application for an original
ORYV registration; and

(b) The payment of all fees and taxes due at the time of
application.

(6) The ORYV registration must be carried on the vehicle
for which it was issued at all times during its operation in this
state.

(7) Off-road vehicle decals must be affixed to the
off-road vehicle in a manner prescribed by the department.

(8) Unless exempt under RCW 46.09.420, any
out-of-state operator of an off-road vehicle, when operating
in this state, must comply with this chapter. If an ORV regis-
tration is required under this chapter, the out-of-state operator
must obtain an ORV registration and decal or a temporary
ORYV use permit.

(9) This section does not apply to wheeled all-terrain
vehicles registered for use under RCW 46.09.442. [2021 ¢
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216 § 3; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 13; 2010 ¢ 161 § 218; 2004 c
106 § 1; 2002 ¢ 352 § 1; 1997 ¢ 241 § 1; 1986 ¢ 206 § 4; 1977
ex.s.¢220§6; 1972 ex.s.c 153 § 8; 1971 ex.s. c47 § 12. For-
merly RCW 46.09.070.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 216: See note following RCW 46.09.420.

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.420 Registrations and decals—Exemptions.
(Effective until October 1, 2021.) ORV registrations and
decals are required under this chapter except for the follow-
ing:

(1) Off-road vehicles owned and operated by the United
States, another state, or a political subdivision of the United
States or another state.

(2) Off-road vehicles owned and operated by this state, a
municipality, or a political subdivision of this state or the
municipality.

(3) Off-road vehicles operated on and across agricultural
and timberlands owned, leased, or managed by the off-road
vehicle owner or operator or operator's employer.

(4) Off-road vehicles owned by a resident of another
state that have a valid ORV use permit or vehicle registration
issued in accordance with the laws of the other state. This
exemption applies only to the extent that a similar exemption
or privilege is granted under the laws of that state.

(5) Off-road vehicles while being used for emergency
management purposes under the authority or direction of an
appropriate agency that engages in emergency management,
as defined in RCW 46.09.310, or search and rescue, as
defined in RCW 38.52.010, or a law enforcement agency as
defined in RCW 16.52.011.

(6) Vehicles registered under chapter 46.16A RCW or, in
the case of nonresidents, vehicles validly registered for oper-
ation over public highways in the jurisdiction of the owner's
residence.

(7) Off-road vehicles operated by persons who, in good
faith, render emergency care or assistance with respect to an
incident involving off-road vehicles. Persons who operate
off-road vehicles to render such care, assistance, or advice are
not liable for civil damages resulting from any act or omis-
sion in the rendering of such care, assistance, or advice, other
than acts or omissions constituting gross negligence or will-
ful or wanton misconduct. [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 14; 2011 ¢
171 § 26; 2010 ¢ 161 § 217; 2004 ¢ 105 § 9; 1986 ¢ 206 § 3;
1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 4; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 6; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 §
10. Formerly RCW 46.09.050.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.
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Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.420 Registrations and decals—Exemptions.
(Effective October 1, 2021.) ORV registrations and decals
are required under this chapter except for the following:

(1) Off-road vehicles owned and operated by the United
States, another state, or a political subdivision of the United
States or another state.

(2) Off-road vehicles owned and operated by this state, a
municipality, or a political subdivision of this state or the
municipality.

(3) Off-road vehicles operated on and across agricultural
and timberlands owned, leased, or managed by the off-road
vehicle owner or operator or operator's employer.

(4)(a) Off-road vehicles owned by a resident of another
state that have a valid ORV use permit or vehicle registration
issued in accordance with the laws of the other state. This
exemption applies only to the extent that a similar exemption
or privilege is granted under the laws of that state.

(b) The exemption in (a) of this subsection does not
apply to an off-road vehicle owned by a resident of a state
that borders Washington and that does not impose a retail
sales and use tax on the sales or use of off-road vehicles.

(5) Off-road vehicles while being used for emergency
management purposes under the authority or direction of an
appropriate agency that engages in emergency management,
as defined in RCW 46.09.310, or search and rescue, as
defined in RCW 38.52.010, or a law enforcement agency as
defined in RCW 16.52.011.

(6) Vehicles registered under chapter 46.16A RCW or, in
the case of nonresidents, vehicles validly registered for oper-
ation over public highways in the jurisdiction of the owner's
residence.

(7) Off-road vehicles operated by persons who, in good
faith, render emergency care or assistance with respect to an
incident involving off-road vehicles. Persons who operate
off-road vehicles to render such care, assistance, or advice are
not liable for civil damages resulting from any act or omis-
sion in the rendering of such care, assistance, or advice, other
than acts or omissions constituting gross negligence or will-
ful or wanton misconduct. [2021 ¢ 216 § 1; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢
23§ 14;2011 ¢ 171 § 26; 2010 c 161 § 217; 2004 ¢ 105 § 9;
1986 ¢ 206 § 3; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 4; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 6;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 10. Formerly RCW 46.09.050.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 216: "This act takes effect October 1, 2021."
[2021 ¢ 216 § 8.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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46.09.430 Use permits—Application requirements.
(1) The application for a temporary ORV use permit must be
made by the owner or the owner's authorized representative
to the department, county auditor or other agent, or subagent
appointed by the director on a form furnished or approved by
the department. The application must contain:

(a) The name and address of each owner of the off-road
vehicle; and

(b) Other information that the department may require.

(2) The owner or the owner's authorized representative
shall sign the application for a temporary ORV use permit.

(3) The application for a temporary ORV use permit
must be accompanied by the temporary ORV use permit fee
required under RCW 46.17.400, in addition to any other fees
or taxes due for the application.

(4) A temporary ORV use permit:

(a) Is valid for sixty days; and

(b) Must be carried on the vehicle for which it was issued
at all times during its operation in this state. [2010 ¢ 161 §
219.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.09.440 Prerequisite to operation. Except as pro-
vided in this chapter, a person shall not operate an off-road
vehicle within this state unless the off-road vehicle has been
assigned an ORYV registration or temporary ORV use permit
and displays current decals and tabs as required under this
chapter. [2010 c 161 § 216; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 3; 1972 ex.s.
c 153 § 5; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 9. Formerly RCW 46.09.040.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

46.09.442 Wheeled all-terrain vehicles—Metal
tags—Off-road, on-road registration, tabs—Exemption.
(Effective until October 1, 2021.) (1) Any wheeled all-ter-
rain vehicle operated within this state must display a metal
tag to be affixed to the rear of the wheeled all-terrain vehicle.
The initial metal tag must be issued with an original off-road
vehicle registration and upon payment of the initial vehicle
license fee under RCW 46.17.350(1)(s). The metal tag must
be replaced every seven years at a cost of two dollars. Reve-
nue from replacement metal tags must be deposited into the
nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities program account.
The department must design the metal tag, which must:

(a) Be the same size as a motorcycle license plate;

(b) Have the words "RESTRICTED VEHICLE" listed at
the top of the tag;

(¢) Contain designated identification through a combina-
tion of letters and numbers;

(d) Leave space at the bottom left corner of the tag for an
off-road tab issued under subsection (2) of this section; and

(e) Leave space at the bottom right corner of the tag for
an on-road tab, when required, issued under subsection (3) of
this section.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (6)(b) of this sec-
tion, a person who operates a wheeled all-terrain vehicle must
have a current and proper off-road vehicle registration, with
the appropriate off-road tab, and pay the annual vehicle
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license fee as provided in RCW 46.17.350(1)(s), which must
be deposited into the nonhighway and off-road vehicle activ-
ities program account. The off-road tab must be issued annu-
ally by the department upon payment of initial and renewal
vehicle license fees under RCW 46.17.350(1)(s).

(3) Except as provided in subsection (6)(a) of this sec-
tion, a person who operates a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
upon a public roadway must have a current and proper on-
road vehicle registration, with the appropriate on-road tab,
which must be of a bright color that can be seen from a rea-
sonable distance, and pay the annual vehicle license fee as
provided in RCW 46.17.350(1)(r). The on-road tab must be
issued annually by the department upon payment of initial
and renewal vehicle license fees under RCW 46.17.350(1)(r).

(4) Beginning July 1, 2017, for purposes of subsection
(3) of this section, a special year tab issued pursuant to chap-
ter 46.19 RCW to a person with a disability may be displayed
on a wheeled all-terrain vehicle in lieu of an on-road tab.

(5) A wheeled all-terrain vehicle may not be registered
for commercial use.

(6)(a) A wheeled all-terrain vehicle registration and a
metal tag are not required under this chapter for a wheeled
all-terrain vehicle that meets the definition in RCW
46.09.310(19), is owned by a resident of another state, and
has a vehicle registration and metal tag or license plate issued
in accordance with the laws of the other state allowing for on-
road travel in that state. This exemption applies only to the
extent that: (i) A similar exemption or privilege is granted
under the laws of that state for wheeled all-terrain vehicles
registered in Washington, and (ii) the other state has equip-
ment requirements for on-road use that meet or exceed the
requirements listed in RCW 46.09.457. The department may
publish on its website a list of states that meet the exemption
requirements under this subsection.

(b) Off-road operation in Washington state of a wheeled
all-terrain vehicle owned by a resident of another state and
meeting the definition in RCW 46.09.310(19) is governed by
RCW 46.09.420(4). [2016 ¢ 84 § 3; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 4.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: "(1) The legislature finds that
off-road vehicle users have been overwhelmed with varied confusing rules,
regulations, and ordinances from federal, state, county, and city land manag-
ers throughout the state to the extent standardization statewide is needed to
maintain public safety and good order.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to: (a) Increase opportunities for safe,
legal, and environmentally acceptable motorized recreation; (b) decrease the
amount of unlawful or environmentally harmful motorized recreation; (c)
generate funds for use in maintenance, signage, education, and enforcement
of motorized recreation opportunities; (d) advance a culture of self-policing
and abuse intolerance among motorized recreationists; (e) cause no change
in the policies of any governmental agency with respect to public land; (f)
not change any current ORV usage routes as authorized in chapter 213, Laws
0f 2005; (g) stimulate rural economies by opening certain roadways to use by
motorized recreationists which will in turn stimulate economic activity
through expenditures on gasoline, lodging, food and drink, and other enter-

tainment purposes; and (h) require all wheeled all-terrain vehicles to obtain
a metal tag." [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 1.]

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

46.09.442 Wheeled all-terrain vehicles—Metal
tags—Off-road, on-road registration, tabs—Exemption.
(Effective October 1, 2021.) (1) Any wheeled all-terrain
vehicle operated within this state must display a metal tag to
be affixed to the rear of the wheeled all-terrain vehicle. The
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initial metal tag must be issued with an original off-road vehi-
cle registration and, except as provided in subsection (7) of
this section, upon payment of the initial vehicle license fee
under RCW 46.17.350(1)(s). The metal tag must be replaced
every seven years at a cost of two dollars. Revenue from
replacement metal tags must be deposited into the nonhigh-
way and off-road vehicle activities program account. The
department must design the metal tag, which must:

(a) Be the same size as a motorcycle license plate;

(b) Have the words "RESTRICTED VEHICLE" listed at
the top of the tag;

(c) Contain designated identification through a combina-
tion of letters and numbers;

(d) Leave space at the bottom left corner of the tag for an
off-road tab issued under subsection (2) of this section; and

(e) Leave space at the bottom right corner of the tag for
an on-road tab, when required, issued under subsection (3) of
this section.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (6)(b) and (7) of
this section, a person who operates a wheeled all-terrain vehi-
cle must have a current and proper off-road vehicle registra-
tion, with the appropriate off-road tab, and pay the annual
vehicle license fee as provided in RCW 46.17.350(1)(s),
which must be deposited into the nonhighway and off-road
vehicle activities program account. The off-road tab must be
issued annually by the department upon payment of initial
and renewal vehicle license fees under RCW 46.17.350(1)(s),
except as provided in subsection (7) of this section.

(3) Except as provided in subsections (6)(a) and (7) of
this section, a person who operates a wheeled all-terrain vehi-
cle upon a public roadway must have a current and proper on-
road vehicle registration, with the appropriate on-road tab,
which must be of a bright color that can be seen from a rea-
sonable distance, and pay the annual vehicle license fee as
provided in RCW 46.17.350(1)(r). The on-road tab must be
issued annually by the department upon payment of initial
and renewal vehicle license fees under RCW 46.17.350(1)(r),
except as provided in subsection (7) of this section.

(4) Beginning July 1, 2017, for purposes of subsection
(3) of this section, a special year tab issued pursuant to chap-
ter 46.19 RCW to a person with a disability may be displayed
on a wheeled all-terrain vehicle in lieu of an on-road tab.

(5) A wheeled all-terrain vehicle may not be registered
for commercial use.

(6)(a) A wheeled all-terrain vehicle registration and a
metal tag are not required under this chapter for a wheeled
all-terrain vehicle that meets the definition in RCW
46.09.310(19), is owned by a resident of another state, and
has a vehicle registration and metal tag or license plate issued
in accordance with the laws of the other state allowing for on-
road travel in that state. This exemption applies only to the
extent that: (i) A similar exemption or privilege is granted
under the laws of that state for wheeled all-terrain vehicles
registered in Washington, and (ii) the other state has equip-
ment requirements for on-road use that meet or exceed the
requirements listed in RCW 46.09.457. The department may
publish on its website a list of states that meet the exemption
requirements under this subsection. The exemption in this
subsection does not apply to a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
owned by a resident of a state that borders Washington and
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that does not impose a retail sales and use tax on the sales or
use of wheeled all-terrain vehicles.

(b) Off-road operation in Washington state of a wheeled
all-terrain vehicle owned by a resident of another state and
meeting the definition in RCW 46.09.310(19) is governed in
the same manner as for other off-road vehicles under RCW
46.09.420(4).

(7)(a) No fee is required with an application for an orig-
inal ORYV registration or the renewal of an ORV registration,
if the vehicle is also properly registered or permitted in
another state to a resident of the state, and, at the time of
application, the resident presents the following documents
issued by the other state: (i) The resident's unexpired driver's
license; and (ii) the current registration or permit for the off-
road vehicle.

(b) The department must issue a metal tag and either the
off-road tab, on-road tab, or both, as appropriate, following
the ORV registration under (a) of this subsection. [2021 ¢
216 § 4;2016 ¢ 84 § 3; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 4.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 216: See note following RCW 46.09.420.

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: "(1) The legislature finds that
oft-road vehicle users have been overwhelmed with varied confusing rules,
regulations, and ordinances from federal, state, county, and city land manag-
ers throughout the state to the extent standardization statewide is needed to
maintain public safety and good order.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature to: (a) Increase opportunities for safe,
legal, and environmentally acceptable motorized recreation; (b) decrease the
amount of unlawful or environmentally harmful motorized recreation; (c)
generate funds for use in maintenance, signage, education, and enforcement
of motorized recreation opportunities; (d) advance a culture of self-policing
and abuse intolerance among motorized recreationists; (€) cause no change
in the policies of any governmental agency with respect to public land; (f)
not change any current ORV usage routes as authorized in chapter 213, Laws
0f 2005; (g) stimulate rural economies by opening certain roadways to use by
motorized recreationists which will in turn stimulate economic activity
through expenditures on gasoline, lodging, food and drink, and other enter-
tainment purposes; and (h) require all wheeled all-terrain vehicles to obtain
a metal tag." [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 1.]

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

46.09.444 Wheeled all-terrain vehicles—Driver's
license requirement—Penalty—Training course. (1) A
person may not operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle upon a
public roadway of this state, not including nonhighway roads
and trails, without (a) first obtaining a valid driver's license
issued to Washington residents in compliance with chapter
46.20 RCW or (b) possessing a valid driver's license issued
by the state of the person's residence if the person is a nonres-
ident.

(2) A person who operates a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
under this section is granted all rights and is subject to all
duties applicable to the operator of a motorcycle under RCW
46.37.530 and chapter 46.61 RCW, unless otherwise stated in
chapter 23, Laws of 2013 2nd sp. sess., except that wheeled
all-terrain vehicles may not be operated side-by-side in a sin-
gle lane of traffic.

(3) Wheeled all-terrain vehicles are subject to chapter
46.55 RCW.

(4) Any person who violates this section commits a traf-
fic infraction.

(5) The department may develop and implement an
online training course for persons that register wheeled all-
terrain vehicles and utility-type vehicles for use on a public
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roadway of this state. The department is granted rule-making
authority for the training course. Any future costs associated
with the training course must be appropriated from the high-
way safety account [fund] and any fees collected must be dis-
tributed to the highway safety account [fund]. [2013 2nd
sp.s.c23§5.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

USES AND VIOLATIONS

46.09.450 Authorized and prohibited uses for off-
road vehicles. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, it is lawful to operate an off-road vehicle upon:

(a) A nonhighway road and in parking areas serving des-
ignated off-road vehicle areas if the state, federal, local, or
private authority responsible for the management of the non-
highway road authorizes the use of off-road vehicles;

(b) A street, road, or highway as authorized under RCW
46.09.360; and

(c) Any trail, nonhighway road, or highway within the
state while being used under the authority or direction of an
appropriate agency that engages in emergency management,
as defined in RCW 46.09.310, or search and rescue, as
defined in RCW 38.52.010, or a law enforcement agency, as
defined in RCW 16.52.011, within the scope of the agency's
official duties.

(2) An off-road vehicle operated on a nonhighway road
or on a street, road, or highway as authorized under RCW
46.09.360 and this section is exempt from both registration
requirements of chapter 46.16A RCW and vehicle lighting
and equipment requirements of chapter 46.37 RCW.

(3) It is unlawful to operate an off-road vehicle upon a
private nonhighway road if the road owner has not authorized
the use of off-road vehicles.

(4) Nothing in this section authorizes trespass on private
property.

(5) The provisions of RCW 4.24.210(5) apply to public
and private landowners who allow members of the public to
use public facilities accessed by a highway, street, or non-
highway road for recreational off-road vehicle use. [2013
2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 15;2011 ¢ 171 § 27; 2010 ¢ 161 § 221; 2006
¢ 212 §2;2005c 213 § 4. Formerly RCW 46.09.115.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Findings—Construction—Effective date—2005 ¢ 213: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 46.09.300.

46.09.455 Authorized and prohibited uses for
wheeled all-terrain vehicles. (1) A person may operate a
wheeled all-terrain vehicle upon any public roadway of this
state, not including nonhighway roads and trails, having a
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speed limit of thirty-five miles per hour or less subject to the
following restrictions and requirements:

(a) A person may not operate a wheeled all-terrain vehi-
cle upon state highways that are listed in chapter 47.17 RCW;
however, a person may operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
upon a segment of a state highway listed in chapter 47.17
RCW if the segment is within the limits of a city or town, or
if the county in which the segment is located has first con-
sulted with the department of transportation, and then
adopted an ordinance approving the operation of wheeled all-
terrain vehicles on that segment, and the speed limit on the
segment is thirty-five miles per hour or less;

(b)(1) A person operating a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
may not cross a public roadway, not including nonhighway
roads and trails, with a speed limit in excess of thirty-five
miles per hour, except as follows: A person operating a
wheeled all-terrain vehicle may cross a public roadway with
a speed limit of sixty miles per hour or less, but more than
thirty-five miles per hour, at an intersection of approximately
ninety degrees if the roadway that intersects the public road-
way with a speed limit of sixty miles per hour or less, but
more than thirty-five miles per hour, is a roadway upon
which the operation of wheeled all-terrain vehicles has been
approved or is otherwise allowed under this section.

(i1) A county, city, or town may by ordinance prohibit a
person operating a wheeled all-terrain vehicle from crossing
a public roadway with a speed limit of sixty miles per hour or
less, but more than thirty-five miles per hour, at specific
intersections or along the entirety of the route within the
jurisdiction.

(iii) The operator of a wheeled all-terrain vehicle may
not cross at an uncontrolled intersection of a public highway
listed under chapter 47.17 RCW;

(c)(i) A person may not operate a wheeled all-terrain
vehicle on a public roadway within the boundaries of a
county, not including nonhighway roads and trails, with a
population of fifteen thousand or more unless the county by
ordinance has approved the operation of wheeled all-terrain
vehicles on county roadways, not including nonhighway
roads and trails.

(i1) Except as otherwise provided in (a) of this subsec-
tion, the legislative body of a county with a population of
fewer than fifteen thousand may, by ordinance, designate
roadways or highways within its boundaries to be unsuitable
for use by wheeled all-terrain vehicles.

(iii) Any public roadways, not including nonhighway
roads and trails, authorized by a legislative body of a county
under (c)(i) of this subsection or designated as unsuitable
under (c)(ii) of this subsection must be listed publicly and
made accessible from the main page of the county website.

(iv) This subsection (1)(c) does not affect any roadway
that was designated as open or closed as of January 1, 2013;

(d)(i) A person may not operate a wheeled all-terrain
vehicle on a public roadway within the boundaries of a city or
town, not including nonhighway roads and trails, unless the
city or town by ordinance has approved the operation of
wheeled all-terrain vehicles on city or town roadways, not
including nonhighway roads and trails.

(i) Any public roadways, not including nonhighway
roads and trails, authorized by a legislative body of a city or
town under (d)(i) of this subsection must be listed publicly
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and made accessible from the main page of the city or town
website.

(iii) This subsection (1)(d) does not affect any roadway
that was designated as open or closed as of January 1, 2013;

(e) Any person who violates this subsection commits a
traffic infraction.

(2) Local authorities may not establish requirements for
the registration of wheeled all-terrain vehicles.

(3) A person may operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
upon any public roadway, trail, nonhighway road, or highway
within the state while being used under the authority or direc-
tion of an appropriate agency that engages in emergency
management, as defined in RCW 46.09.310, or search and
rescue, as defined in RCW 38.52.010, or a law enforcement
agency, as defined in RCW 16.52.011, within the scope of the
agency's official duties.

(4) A wheeled all-terrain vehicle is an off-road vehicle
for the purposes of chapter 4.24 RCW. [2021 ¢ 121 § 1; 2017
¢26§ 1;2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 6.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

46.09.457 Equipment and declaration requirements
for wheeled all-terrain vehicles—Exception. (1) A person
may operate a wheeled all-terrain vehicle upon any public
roadway of this state, not including nonhighway roads and
trails, subject to RCW 46.09.455 and the following equip-
ment and declaration requirements:

(a) A person who operates a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
must comply with the following equipment requirements:

(i) Headlights meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.030 and 46.37.040 and used at all times when the vehi-
cle is in motion upon a highway;

(i1) One tail lamp meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.525 and used at all times when the vehicle is in motion
upon a highway; however, a utility-type vehicle, as described
under RCW 46.09.310, must have two tail lamps meeting the
requirements of RCW 46.37.070(1) and to be used at all
times when the vehicle is in motion upon a highway;

(iii) A stop lamp meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.200;

(iv) Reflectors meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.060;

(v) During hours of darkness, as defined in RCW
46.04.200, turn signals meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.200. Outside of hours of darkness, the operator must
comply with RCW 46.37.200 or 46.61.310;

(vi) A mirror attached to either the right or left handle-
bar, which must be located to give the operator a complete
view of the highway for a distance of at least two hundred
feet to the rear of the vehicle; however, a utility-type vehicle,
as described under RCW 46.09.310(19), must have two mir-
rors meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.400;

(vii) A windshield meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.430, unless the operator wears glasses, goggles, or a
face shield while operating the vehicle, of a type conforming
to rules adopted by the Washington state patrol;

(viii) A horn or warning device meeting the requirements
of RCW 46.37.380;
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(ix) Brakes in working order;

(x) A spark arrester and muffling device meeting the
requirements of RCW 46.09.470; and

(xi) For utility-type vehicles, as described under RCW
46.09.310(19), seat belts meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.510.

(b) A person who operates a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
upon a public roadway must provide a declaration that
includes the following:

(i) Documentation of a safety inspection to be completed
by a licensed wheeled all-terrain vehicle dealer or motor
vehicle repair shop in the state of Washington that must out-
line the vehicle information and certify under oath that all
wheeled all-terrain vehicle equipment as required under this
section meets the requirements outlined in state and federal
law. A person who makes a false statement regarding the
inspection of equipment required under this section is guilty
of false swearing, a gross misdemeanor, under RCW
9A.72.040;

(i) Documentation that the licensed wheeled all-terrain
vehicle dealer or motor vehicle repair shop did not charge
more than fifty dollars per safety inspection and that the
entire safety inspection fee is paid directly and only to the
licensed wheeled all-terrain vehicle dealer or motor vehicle
repair shop;

(iii)) A statement that the licensed wheeled all-terrain
vehicle dealer or motor vehicle repair shop is entitled to the
full amount charged for the safety inspection;

(iv) A vehicle identification number verification that
must be completed by a licensed wheeled all-terrain vehicle
dealer or motor vehicle repair shop in the state of Washing-
ton;

(v) A release, on a form to be supplied by the depart-
ment, signed by the owner of the wheeled all-terrain vehicle
and verified by the department, county auditor or other agent,
or subagent appointed by the director that releases the state,
counties, cities, and towns from any liability; and

(vi) A statement that outlines that the owner understands
that the original wheeled all-terrain vehicle was not manufac-
tured for on-road use and that it has been modified for use on
public roadways.

(2) This section does not apply to emergency services
vehicles, vehicles used for emergency management purposes,
or vehicles used in the production of agricultural and timber
products on and across lands owned, leased, or managed by
the owner or operator of the wheeled all-terrain vehicle or the
operator's employer. [2016 ¢ 84 § 4; 2015 ¢ 160 § 1; 2013
2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 7.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

46.09.460 Operation by persons under sixteen. (1)
Except as specified in subsection (2) of this section, no per-
son under sixteen years of age may operate an off-road vehi-
cle on or across a highway or nonhighway road in this state
without direct supervision of a person eighteen years of age
or older possessing a valid license to operate a motor vehicle
under chapter 46.20 RCW. This prohibition does not apply
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when a person under sixteen years of age is acting in accor-
dance with RCW 46.09.420 (5) and (7).

(2) Persons under sixteen years of age may operate an
off-road vehicle across a highway, if at that crossing signs
indicate that wheeled all-terrain vehicles or off-road vehicles
may be crossing, or on a nonhighway road designated for off-
road vehicle use, under the direct supervision of a person
eighteen years of age or older possessing a valid license to
operate a motor vehicle under chapter 46.20 RCW.

(3) This section does not apply to vehicles used in the
production of agricultural or timber products on and across
lands owned, leased, or managed by the owner or operator of
a wheeled all-terrain vehicle or the operator's employer.
[2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 16; 2005 ¢ 213 § 5. Formerly RCW
46.09.117.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Findings—Construction—Effective date—2005 ¢ 213: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 46.09.300.

46.09.470 Operating violations—Exceptions. (1)
Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section, it is a
traffic infraction for any person to operate any nonhighway
vehicle:

(a) In such a manner as to endanger the property of
another;

(b) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle without a lighted headlight and taillight
between the hours of dusk and dawn, or when otherwise
required for the safety of others regardless of ownership;

(c) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle without an adequate braking device or
when otherwise required for the safety of others regardless of
ownership;

(d) Without a spark arrester approved by the department
of natural resources;

(e) Without an adequate, and operating, muffling device
which effectively limits vehicle noise to no more than eighty-
six decibels on the "A" scale at fifty feet as measured by the
Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) test procedure J
331a, except that a maximum noise level of one hundred and
five decibels on the "A" scale at a distance of twenty inches
from the exhaust outlet shall be an acceptable substitute in
lieu of the Society of Automotive Engineers test procedure J
331a when measured:

(i) At a forty-five degree angle at a distance of twenty
inches from the exhaust outlet;

(i1) With the vehicle stationary and the engine running at
a steady speed equal to one-half of the manufacturer's maxi-
mum allowable ("red line") engine speed or where the manu-
facturer's maximum allowable engine speed is not known the
test speed in revolutions per minute calculated as sixty per-
cent of the speed at which maximum horsepower is devel-
oped; and

(ii1) With the microphone placed ten inches from the side
of the vehicle, one-half way between the lowest part of the
vehicle body and the ground plane, and in the same lateral
plane as the rearmost exhaust outlet where the outlet of the
exhaust pipe is under the vehicle;
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(f) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle upon the shoulder or inside bank or
slope of any nonhighway road or highway, or upon the
median of any divided highway;

(g) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle in any area or in such a manner so as to
unreasonably expose the underlying soil, or to create an ero-
sion condition, or to injure, damage, or destroy trees, growing
crops, or other vegetation;

(h) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle or on any nonhighway road or trail,
when these are restricted to pedestrian or animal travel;

(1) On any public lands in violation of rules and regula-
tions of the agency administering such lands; and

() On a private nonhighway road in violation of RCW
46.09.450(3).

(2) It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate any
nonhighway vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating
liquor or a controlled substance.

(3)(a) Except for an off-road vehicle equipped with seat
belts and roll bars or an enclosed passenger compartment, it
is a traffic infraction for any person to operate or ride an off-
road vehicle on a nonhighway road without wearing upon his
or her head a motorcycle helmet fastened securely while in
motion. For purposes of this section, "motorcycle helmet"
has the same meaning as provided in RCW 46.37.530.

(b) Subsection (3)(a) of this section does not apply to an
off-road vehicle operator operating on his or her own land.

(c) Subsection (3)(a) of this section does not apply to an
off-road vehicle used in production of agricultural and timber
products on and across lands owned, leased, or managed by
the owner or operator of the off-road vehicle or the operator's
employer.

(4) It is not a traffic infraction to operate an off-road
vehicle on a street, road, or highway as authorized under
RCW 46.09.360, 46.61.705, or 46.09.455. [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢
23 § 17. Prior: 2011 ¢ 171 § 28; 2011 ¢ 121 § 4; 2006 ¢ 212 §
3;2005¢ 213 §3;2003¢377§1; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 41; 1977
ex.s. ¢ 220 § 10; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 12; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 17.
Formerly RCW 46.09.120.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-

ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—2011 ¢ 121: See note following RCW 46.04.363.

Findings—Construction—Effective date—2005 ¢ 213: See notes fol-
lowing RCW 46.09.300.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.480 Additional violations—Penalty. (1) No per-
son may operate a nonhighway vehicle in such a way as to
endanger human life.

(2) No person shall operate a nonhighway vehicle in
such a way as to run down or harass any wildlife or animal,
nor carry, transport, or convey any loaded weapon in or upon,
nor hunt from, any nonhighway vehicle except by permit
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issued by the director of fish and wildlife under RCW
77.32.237: PROVIDED, That it shall not be unlawful to
carry, transport, or convey a loaded pistol in or upon a non-
highway vehicle if the person complies with the terms and
conditions of chapter 9.41 RCW.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "hunt" means any
effort to kill, injure, capture, or purposely disturb a wild ani-
mal or bird.

(4) Violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor.
[2004 ¢ 105 § 4; (2004 ¢ 105 § 3 expired July 1, 2004); 2003
€53 §233;1994 ¢ 264 § 35; 1989 ¢ 297 § 3; 1986 ¢ 206 § 7;
1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 11; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 18. Formerly RCW
46.09.130.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-

ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.485 Operating violations for wheeled all-ter-
rain vehicles—Notice of infraction, issuance and proce-
dure. (1) A person who operates a wheeled all-terrain vehi-
cle consistent with RCW 46.09.470(1) (g), (h), or (i) or
inconsistent with the emergency exemption under RCW
46.09.420 is [commits] a traffic infraction.

(2) Any law enforcement officer may issue a notice of
traffic infraction for a violation of subsection (1) of this sec-
tion whether or not the infraction was committed in the offi-
cer's presence, as long as there is reasonable evidence pre-
sented that the operator of the wheeled all-terrain vehicle
committed a violation of subsection (1) of this section. At a
minimum, the evidence must include information relating to
the time and location at which the violation occurred, and the
wheeled all-terrain vehicle metal tag number or a description
of the vehicle involved in the violation. If, after an investiga-
tion of a reported violation of subsection (1) of this section,
the law enforcement officer is able to identify the operator
and has probable cause to believe a violation of subsection
(1) of this section has occurred, the law enforcement officer
shall prepare a notice of traffic infraction and have it served
upon the operator of the wheeled all-terrain vehicle. [2013
2nd sp.s. ¢ 23§ 9.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

46.09.490 General penalty—Civil liability. (1) Except
as provided in RCW 46.09.470(2) and 46.09.480 as now or
hereafter amended, violation of the provisions of this chapter
is a traffic infraction for which a penalty of not less than
twenty-five dollars may be imposed.

(2) In addition to the penalties provided in subsection (1)
of this section, the owner and/or the operator of any nonhigh-
way vehicle shall be liable for any damage to property includ-
ing damage to trees, shrubs, or growing crops injured as the
result of travel by the nonhighway vehicle. The owner of
such property may recover from the person responsible three
times the amount of damage. [2011 ¢ 171 § 29; 1979 ex.s. ¢
136 § 42; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 16; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 16; 1971
ex.s. ¢ 47 § 24. Formerly RCW 46.09.190.]
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Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—IRLJ 6.2.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.495 Failure to title or register an off-road vehi-
cle—Penalty, circumstances when. (Effective until Octo-
ber 1, 2021.) (1) It is a gross misdemeanor, punishable as
provided under chapter 9A.20 RCW, for a resident, as identi-
fied in RCW 46.16A.140, to knowingly fail to apply for a
Washington state certificate of title for, or to knowingly fail
to register, an off-road vehicle within fifteen days of receiv-
ing or refusing a notice issued by the department under RCW
46.93.210.

(2) Excise taxes owed and fines assessed must be depos-
ited in the manner provided under RCW 46.16A.030(6).
[2017 ¢ 218 § 2.]

Finding—Intent—2017 ¢ 218: "The legislature finds that many resi-
dents of Washington enjoy recreational opportunities for off-road vehicle
and snowmobile use afforded by the natural beauty of the state and do so in
compliance with vehicle titling and registration laws and other laws that gov-
ern off-road vehicle and snowmobile use. At the same time, the legislature
recognizes that the current law and corresponding enforcement regime may
not be robust enough to ensure full compliance with legal registration
requirements and a level playing field for all users. It is therefore the intent
of the legislature to modify the statutory framework governing penalties for
off-road vehicle and snowmobile registration violations and to add require-

ments to the department of licensing in order to improve registration compli-
ance." [2017 ¢ 218 § 1.]

Effective date—2017 ¢ 218: "This act takes effect August 1, 2017."
[2017 ¢ 218 § 6.]

46.09.495 Failure to title or register an off-road vehi-
cle—Penalty, circumstances when. (Effective October 1,
2021.) (1) Itis a gross misdemeanor, punishable as provided
under chapter 9A.20 RCW, for a resident, as identified in
RCW 46.16A.140, to:

(a) Knowingly fail to apply for a Washington state certif-
icate of title for, or to knowingly fail to register, an off-road
vehicle within fifteen days of receiving or refusing a notice
issued by the department under RCW 46.93.210; or

(b) Register an off-road vehicle in another state to avoid
retail sales and use taxes under chapters 82.08 and 82.12
RCW.

(2) For a second or subsequent offense, the person con-
victed is also subject to a fine equal to four times the amount
of avoided taxes and fees, which may not be suspended,
except as provided in RCW 10.05.180.

(3) Excise taxes owed and fines assessed must be depos-
ited in the manner provided under RCW 46.16A.030(6).
[2021 ¢ 216 § 6; 2017 c 218 § 2.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 216: See note following RCW 46.09.420.

Finding—Intent—2017 ¢ 218: "The legislature finds that many resi-
dents of Washington enjoy recreational opportunities for off-road vehicle
and snowmobile use afforded by the natural beauty of the state and do so in
compliance with vehicle titling and registration laws and other laws that gov-
ern off-road vehicle and snowmobile use. At the same time, the legislature
recognizes that the current law and corresponding enforcement regime may
not be robust enough to ensure full compliance with legal registration
requirements and a level playing field for all users. It is therefore the intent
of the legislature to modify the statutory framework governing penalties for
off-road vehicle and snowmobile registration violations and to add require-
ments to the department of licensing in order to improve registration compli-
ance." [2017 c 218 § 1.]
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Effective date—2017 ¢ 218: "This act takes effect August 1, 2017."
[2017 c 218 § 6.]

REVENUE

46.09.500 Motor vehicle fuel excise taxes on fuel for
nonhighway vehicles not refundable. Motor vehicle fuel
excise taxes paid on fuel used and purchased for providing
the motive power for nonhighway vehicles shall not be
refundable in accordance with the provisions of *RCW
82.36.280 as it now exists or is hereafter amended. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 220 § 13; 1974 ex.s. c 144 § 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 13;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 20. Formerly RCW 46.09.150.]

*Reviser's note: Chapter 82.36 RCW was repealed in its entirety by
2013 ¢ 225 § 501, effective July 1, 2016.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

46.09.510 Nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities
program account. The nonhighway and off-road vehicle
activities program account is created in the state treasury.
Moneys in this account are subject to legislative appropria-
tion. The recreation and conservation funding board shall
administer the account for purposes specified in this chapter
and shall hold it separate and apart from all other money,
funds, and accounts of the board. Grants, gifts, or other finan-
cial assistance, proceeds received from public bodies as
administrative cost contributions, and any moneys made
available to the state of Washington by the federal govern-
ment for outdoor recreation may be deposited into the
account. [2007 ¢ 241 § 15; 1995 ¢ 166 § 11. Formerly RCW
46.09.165.]

Intent—Effective date—2007 ¢ 241: See notes following RCW
79A.25.005.

46.09.520 Refunds from motor vehicle fund—Distri-
bution—Use. (1) From time to time, but at least once each
year, the state treasurer must refund from the motor vehicle
fund one percent of the motor vehicle fuel tax revenues col-
lected under chapter 82.38 RCW, based on: (a) A tax rate of:
(1) Nineteen cents per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from July
1, 2003, through June 30, 2005; (ii) twenty cents per gallon of
motor vehicle fuel from July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2007,
(ii1) twenty-one cents per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from
July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2009; (iv) twenty-two cents
per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from July 1, 2009, through
June 30, 2011; (v) twenty-three cents per gallon of motor
vehicle fuel from July 1, 2011, through July 31, 2015; (vi)
thirty cents per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from August 1,
2015, through June 30, 2016; and (vii) thirty-four and nine-
tenths cents per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from July 1,
2016, through June 30, 2031; and (b) beginning July 1, 2031,
and thereafter, the state's motor vehicle fuel tax rate in exis-
tence at the time of the fuel purchase, less proper deductions
for refunds and costs of collection as provided in RCW
46.68.090.

(2) The treasurer must place these funds in the general
fund as follows:

(a) Thirty-six percent must be credited to the ORV and
nonhighway vehicle account and administered by the depart-
ment of natural resources solely for acquisition, planning,
development, maintenance, and management of ORV, non-
motorized, and nonhighway road recreation facilities, and
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information programs and maintenance of nonhighway
roads;

(b) Three and one-half percent must be credited to the
ORYV and nonhighway vehicle account and administered by
the department of fish and wildlife solely for the acquisition,
planning, development, maintenance, and management of
ORYV, nonmotorized, and nonhighway road recreation facili-
ties and the maintenance of nonhighway roads;

(c) Two percent must be credited to the ORV and non-
highway vehicle account and administered by the parks and
recreation commission solely for the acquisition, planning,
development, maintenance, and management of ORV, non-
motorized, and nonhighway road recreation facilities; and

(d) Fifty-eight and one-half percent must be credited to
the nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities program
account to be administered by the board for planning, acqui-
sition, development, maintenance, and management of ORV,
nonmotorized, and nonhighway road recreation facilities and
for education, information, and law enforcement programs.
The funds under this subsection must be expended in accor-
dance with the following limitations:

(i) Not more than thirty percent may be expended for
education, information, and law enforcement programs under
this chapter;

(i1) Not less than seventy percent may be expended for
ORYV, nonmotorized, and nonhighway road recreation facili-
ties. Except as provided in (d)(iii) of this subsection, of this
amount:

(A) Not less than thirty percent, together with the funds
the board receives under RCW 46.68.045, may be expended
for ORV recreation facilities;

(B) Not less than thirty percent may be expended for
nonmotorized recreation facilities. Funds expended under
this subsection (2)(d)(ii)(B) are known as Ira Spring outdoor
recreation facilities funds; and

(C) Not less than thirty percent may be expended for
nonhighway road recreation facilities;

(iii) The board may waive the minimum percentage cited
in (d)(ii) of this subsection due to insufficient requests for
funds or projects that score low in the board's project evalua-
tion. Funds remaining after such a waiver must be allocated
in accordance with board policy.

(3) On a yearly basis an agency may not, except as pro-
vided in RCW 46.68.045, expend more than ten percent of
the funds it receives under this chapter for general adminis-
tration expenses incurred in carrying out this chapter.

(4) During the 2009-2011 fiscal biennium, the legislature
may appropriate such amounts as reflect the excess fund bal-
ance in the NOVA account to the department of natural
resources to install consistent off-road vehicle signage at
department-managed recreation sites, and to implement the
recreation opportunities on department-managed lands in the
Reiter block and Ahtanum state forest, and to the state parks
and recreation commission. The legislature finds that the
appropriation of funds from the NOVA account during the
2009-2011 fiscal biennium for maintenance and operation of
state parks or to improve accessibility for boaters and off-
road vehicle users at state parks will benefit boaters and off-
road vehicle users and others who use nonhighway and non-
motorized recreational facilities. The appropriations under
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this subsection are not required to follow the specific distri-
bution specified in subsection (2) of this section.

(5) During the 2021-2023 fiscal biennium, the legislature
may appropriate moneys from the NOVA account to the
department of natural resources to support programs that ben-
efit ORV, nonhighway road[,] and nonmotorized recreational
facilities. [2021 ¢ 334 § 985; 2015 3rd sp.s. ¢ 44 § 110. Prior:
(2015 3rd sp.s. ¢ 44 § 109 expired July 1, 2016); (2015 2nd
sp.s. ¢ 9 § 2 repealed by 2015 3rd sp.s. ¢ 44 § 111); 2013 ¢
225 § 608; prior: 2010 Ist sp.s. ¢ 37 § 936, 2010 c 161 § 222;
prior: 2009 ¢ 564 § 944; 2009 ¢ 187 § 2; prior: 2007 ¢ 522 §
953;2007 c 241 § 16; 2004 ¢ 105 § 6; (2004 ¢ 105 § 5 expired
June 30, 2005); prior: (2003 1st sp.s. ¢ 26 § 920 expired June
30, 2005); 2003 1st sp.s. ¢ 25 § 922; 2003 ¢ 361 § 407; 1995
c 166 § 9; 1994 ¢ 264 § 36; 1990 c 42 § 115; 1988 ¢ 36 § 25;
1986 ¢ 206 § 8; 1979 ¢ 158 § 130; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 14; 1975
Istex.s.c34§1; 1974 ex.s.c 144 § 3; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 15;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 22. Formerly RCW 46.09.170.]

Conflict with federal requirements—Effective date—2021 ¢ 334:
See notes following RCW 43.79.555.

Effective date—2015 3rd sp.s. ¢ 44 §§ 103, 105, and 110: See note fol-
lowing RCW 82.38.030.

Contingent expiration date—2015 3rd sp.s. ¢ 44 §§ 101, 102, 104,
and 109: See note following RCW 82.38.030.

Findings—Intent—2015 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9: "The legislature finds that
through statutory mechanisms and voter-approved initiatives, a long-stand-
ing commitment has been in place to direct refunds from fuel tax purchases
made by boaters, off-road and nonhighway vehicle riders and drivers, and
snowmobilers into dedicated nonhighway-purpose accounts that provide
infrastructure grants and operating assistance to those nonhighway users.

The legislature finds that the state departed from its commitment in
2003 and 2005 when motor vehicle fuel tax increases of five cents and nine
and one-half cents contained no statutory direction to dedicate the refund
percentage from the fourteen and one-half cents of fuel tax purchases made
by boaters, off-road and nonhighway vehicle riders and drivers, and snow-
mobilers into the appropriate nonhighway-purpose user accounts.

The legislature intends to remedy this problem by fully restoring the
refund percentages into nonhighway-purpose accounts established to benefit
nonhighway users of fuel. The legislature also intends to honor its commit-
ment when the refund amounts from nonhighway-purpose fuel tax purchases
are no longer necessary to repay bonded debt associated with the 2003 and
2005 motor vehicle fuel tax increases. The legislature also intends to specify
that as of July 1, 2031, the state will apply the total percentage of nonhigh-
way-purpose fuel tax refunds into the proper nonhighway user accounts for
boaters, off-road and nonhighway vehicle riders and drivers, and snowmo-
bilers." [2015 2nd sp.s.c 9 § 1.]

Effective date—2013 ¢ 225: See note following RCW 82.38.010.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Intent—Effective date—2007 ¢ 241: See notes following RCW
79A.25.005.

Findings—2003 c 361: See note following RCW 82.38.030.

Purpose—Effective dates—Application—Implementation—1990 ¢
42: See notes following RCW 46.68.090.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.
Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.530 Administration and distribution of off-
road vehicle moneys. (1) After deducting administrative
expenses and the expense of any programs conducted under
this chapter, the board shall, at least once each year, distribute
the funds it receives under RCW 46.68.045 and 46.09.520 to
state agencies, counties, municipalities, federal agencies,
nonprofit off-road vehicle organizations, and Indian tribes.
Funds distributed under this section to nonprofit off-road
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vehicle organizations may be spent only on projects or activ-
ities that benefit off-road vehicle recreation on publicly
owned lands or lands once publicly owned that come into pri-
vate ownership in a federally approved land exchange com-
pleted between January 1, 1998, and January 1, 2005.

(2) The board shall adopt rules governing applications
for funds administered by the recreation and conservation
office under this chapter and shall determine the amount of
money distributed to each applicant. Agencies receiving
funds under this chapter for capital purposes shall consider
the possibility of contracting with the state parks and recre-
ation commission, the department of natural resources, or
other federal, state, and local agencies to employ the youth
development and conservation corps or other youth crews in
completing the project.

(3) The board shall require each applicant for acquisition
or development funds under this section to comply with the
requirements of either the state environmental policy act,
chapter 43.21C RCW, or the national environmental policy
act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 4321 et seq.). [2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 18;
2010 c 161 § 223; 2007 ¢ 241 § 17; 2004 ¢ 105 § 7; 1998 ¢
144 § 1; 1991 ¢ 363 § 122; 1986 ¢ 206 § 9; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220
§ 17. Formerly RCW 46.09.240.]

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Intent—Effective date—2007 ¢ 241: See notes following RCW
79A.25.005.

Purpose—Captions not law—1991 ¢ 363: See notes following RCW
2.32.180.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.09.540 Multiuse roadway safety account. (1) The
multiuse roadway safety account is created in the motor vehi-
cle fund. All receipts from vehicle license fees under RCW
46.17.350(1)(r) must be deposited into the account. Moneys
in the account may be spent only after appropriation. Expen-
ditures from the account may be used only for grants admin-
istered by the department of transportation to: (a) Counties to
perform safety engineering analysis of mixed vehicle use on
any road within a county; (b) local governments to provide
funding to erect signs providing notice to the motoring public
that (i) wheeled all-terrain vehicles are present or (ii) wheeled
all-terrain vehicles may be crossing; (¢) the state patrol or
local law enforcement for purposes of defraying the costs of
enforcement of chapter 23, Laws of 2013 2nd sp. sess.; (d)
law enforcement to investigate accidents involving wheeled
all-terrain vehicles; and (e) during the 2021-2023 biennium
grants may be made to counties to (i) enhance or maintain
any segment of a road within the county in which the segment
has been designated as part of a travel or tourism route for use
by wheeled all-terrain vehicles; and (ii) purchase, print,
develop, or use educational brochures or mapping technology
that aids in the safety and direction of users of wheeled all-
terrain vehicle routes.

(2) The department of transportation must prioritize
grant awards in the following priority order:
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(a) For the purpose of marking highway crossings with
signs warning motorists that wheeled all-terrain vehicles may
be crossing when an ORYV recreation facility parking lot is on
the other side of a public roadway from the actual ORV rec-
reation facility; and

(b) For the purpose of marking intersections with signs
where a wheeled all-terrain vehicle may cross a public road to
advise motorists of the upcoming intersection. Such signs
must conform to the manual on uniform traffic control
devices. [2021 ¢ 333 § 720; 2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23 § 10.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 333: See note following RCW 43.19.642.

Finding—Intent—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.442.

Effective date—2013 2nd sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
46.09.310.

Chapter 46.10 RCW

SNOWMOBILES
Sections
GENERAL PROVISIONS
46.10.300  Definitions.
46.10.310  Registration prerequisite to operation.
46.10.320  Snowmobile advisory committee.
46.10.330  Accident reports.
46.10.340  Regulation by political subdivisions or state agencies.
46.10.350  Local authorities—Safety and convenience.
46.10.360  Enforcement.
46.10.370  Administration.
REGISTRATION AND PERMITS
46.10.400  Registration—Application—Renewal—Requirements—
Decals.
46.10.410  Registration—Exemptions.
46.10.415  Registration—Motorcycle owners may apply.
46.10.418  Registration—Owners of certain wheeled all-terrain vehicles
converted as tracked all-terrain vehicles may apply.
46.10.420  Snowmobile dealer licenses—Fee—License plates—Viola-
tion—License application upon sale.
46.10.430  Decals—Registration certificates—License tabs.
46.10.440  Decals—Affixing and displaying dealer license plates.
46.10.450  Nonresident permits.
USES AND VIOLATIONS
46.10.460  Crossing public roadways and highways lawful, when.
46.10.470  Operating upon public road or highway lawful, when.
46.10.480  Restrictions on age of operators—Qualifications.
46.10.485 Denial, suspension, or revocation of dealer license or assess-
ment of monetary civil penalty.
46.10.490  Operating violations.
46.10.495  Additional violations—Penalty.
46.10.500  Violations as traffic infractions—Exceptions—Civil liability.
46.10.505  Failure to register a snowmobile—Penalty, circumstances
when.
REVENUE
46.10.510  Refund of snowmobile fuel tax to snowmobile account.
46.10.520  Snowmobile fuel excise tax nonrefundable.
46.10.530  Amount of snowmobile fuel tax paid as motor vehicle fuel tax.
46.10.910  Short title.

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—IRLJ 6.2.
Emergency medical services fee: RCW 46.17.110 and 46.68.440.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

46.10.300 Definitions. The following definitions apply
throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires
otherwise.

(1) "All-terrain vehicle" means any self-propelled vehi-
cle other than a snowmobile, capable of cross-country travel
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on or immediately over land, water, snow, ice, marsh,
swampland, and other natural terrain, including, but not lim-
ited to, four-wheel vehicles, amphibious vehicles, ground
effect or air cushion vehicles, and any other means of land
transportation deriving motive power from any source other
than muscle or wind; except any vehicle designed primarily
for travel on, over, or in the water, farm vehicles, or any mil-
itary or law enforcement vehicles.

(2) "Commission" means the Washington state parks and
recreation commission.

(3) "Committee" means the Washington state parks and
recreation commission snowmobile advisory committee.

(4) "Dealer" means a person, partnership, association, or
corporation engaged in the business of selling snowmobiles
or all-terrain vehicles at wholesale or retail in this state.

(5) "Highway" means the entire width of the right-of-
way of a primary and secondary state highway, including any
portion of the interstate highway system.

(6) "Hunt" means any effort to kill, injure, capture, or
disturb a wild animal or wild bird.

(7) "Public roadway" means the entire width of the right-
of-way of any road or street designed and ordinarily used for
travel or parking of motor vehicles, which is controlled by a
public authority other than the Washington state department
of transportation, and which is open as a matter of right to the
general public for ordinary vehicular traffic.

(8) "Snowmobile" means "snowmobile" as defined in
RCW 46.04.546, "snow bike" as defined in RCW 46.04.545,
and "tracked all-terrain vehicle" as defined in RCW
46.04.589. [2021 ¢ 86 § 1;2019 ¢ 262 § 5. Prior: 2010 ¢ 161
§225;2005¢235§1; 1979 ex.s.c 182§ 1; 1979 ¢ 158 § 131;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 1. Formerly RCW 46.10.010.]

Effective date—2019 ¢ 262: See note following RCW 46.16A.460.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.10.310 Registration prerequisite to operation. (1)
Except as provided in this chapter, a person may not operate
a snowmobile within this state unless the snowmobile has
been registered as required under this chapter.

(2) Snowmobile decals must be assigned, without the
payment of a fee, to snowmobiles owned by the state of
Washington or its political subdivisions. The snowmobile
decals must be displayed upon each snowmobile in accor-
dance with rules adopted by the department. [2010 ¢ 161 §
226;2008 ¢ 52 § 1;2005 ¢ 235§ 2;1982¢ 17 § 1; 1979 ex.s.
c 182§ 3; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 2. Formerly RCW 46.10.020.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.10.320 Snowmobile advisory committee. (1) There
is created in the Washington state parks and recreation com-
mission a snowmobile advisory committee to advise the com-
mission regarding the administration of this chapter.

(2) The purpose of the committee is to assist and advise
the commission in the planned development of snowmobile
facilities and programs.
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(3) The committee shall consist of:

(a) Six interested snowmobilers, appointed by the com-
mission; each such member shall be a resident of one of the
six geographical areas throughout this state where snowmo-
bile activity occurs, as defined by the commission;

(b) Three representatives of the nonsnowmobiling pub-
lic, appointed by the commission; and

(¢c) One representative of the department of natural
resources, one representative of the department of fish and
wildlife, and one representative of the Washington state asso-
ciation of counties; each of whom shall be appointed by the
director of such department or association.

(4) Terms of the members appointed under subsection
(3)(a) and (b) of this section shall commence on October 1st
of the year of appointment and shall be for three years or until
a successor is appointed, except in the case of appointments
to fill vacancies which shall be for the remainder of the unex-
pired term: PROVIDED, That the first such members shall be
appointed for terms as follows: Three members shall be
appointed for one year, three members shall be appointed for
two years, and three members shall be appointed for three
years.

(5) Members of the committee shall be reimbursed for
travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43.03.060. Expenditures under this subsection shall be from
the snowmobile account created by RCW 46.68.350.

(6) The committee may meet at times and places fixed by
the committee. The committee shall meet not less than twice
each year and additionally as required by the committee chair
or by majority vote of the committee. One of the meetings
shall be coincident with a meeting of the commission at
which the committee shall provide a report to the commis-
sion. The chair of the committee shall be chosen under proce-
dures adopted by the committee from those members
appointed under subsection (3)(a) and (b) of this section.

(7) The Washington state parks and recreation commis-
sion shall serve as recording secretary to the committee. A
representative of the department of licensing shall serve as an
ex officio member of the committee and shall be notified of
all meetings of the committee. The recording secretary and
the ex officio member shall be nonvoting members.

(8) The committee shall adopt procedures to govern its
proceedings. [2010 ¢ 161 §235;2010 ¢ 8 § 9004; 1994 ¢ 264
§38; 1989 ¢ 175 § 110; 1988 ¢ 36 § 26; 1987 ¢ 330 § 1201.
Prior: 1986 ¢ 270 § 9; 1986 ¢ 16 § 3; 1983 ¢ 139 § 1; 1979
ex.s. ¢ 182 § 2. Formerly RCW 46.10.220.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2010 ¢ 161 § 235 and by
2010 ¢ 8 § 9004, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.10.330 Accident reports. The operator of any snow-
mobile involved in any accident resulting in injury to or death
of any person, or property damage to an apparent extent equal
to or greater than the minimum amount established by rule
adopted by the Washington state patrol in accordance with
chapter 46.52 RCW, or a person acting for the operator, or the
owner of the snowmobile having knowledge of the accident,
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if the operator of the snowmobile is unknown, shall submit
such reports as are required under chapter 46.52 RCW, and
the provisions of chapter 46.52 RCW applies to the reports
when submitted. [1990 ¢ 250 § 27; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 14. For-
merly RCW 46.10.140.]

46.10.340 Regulation by political subdivisions or
state agencies. Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this
chapter, any city, county, or other political subdivision of this
state, or any state agency, may regulate the operation of
snowmobiles on public lands, waters, and other properties
under its jurisdiction, and on streets or highways within its
boundaries by adopting regulations or ordinances of its gov-
erning body, provided such regulations are not inconsistent
with the provisions of this chapter; and provided further that
no such city, county, or other political subdivision of this
state, nor any state agency, may adopt a regulation or ordi-
nance which imposes a special fee for the use of public lands
or waters by snowmobiles, or for the use of any access thereto
which is owned by or under the jurisdiction of either the
United States, this state, or any such city, county, or other
political subdivision. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 18. Formerly RCW
46.10.180.]

46.10.350 Local authorities—Safety and conve-
nience. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this chap-
ter, the local governing body may provide for the safety and
convenience of snowmobiles and snowmobile operators.
Such provisions may include, but shall not necessarily be
limited to, the clearing of areas for parking automobiles, the
construction and maintenance of rest areas, and the designa-
tion and development of given areas for snowmobile use.
[1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 25. Formerly RCW 46.10.185.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

46.10.360 Enforcement. The provisions of this chapter
shall be enforced by all persons having the authority to
enforce any of the laws of this state, including, without lim-
itation, officers of the state patrol, county sheriffs and their
deputies, all municipal law enforcement officers within their
respective jurisdictions, fish and wildlife officers, state park
rangers, and those employees of the department of natural
resources designated by the commissioner of public lands
under *RCW 43.30.310, as having police powers to enforce
the laws of this state. [2001 ¢ 253 § 4;1980¢ 78 § 131; 1971
ex.s. ¢ 29 § 20. Formerly RCW 46.10.200.]

*Reviser's note: RCW 43.30.310 was recodified as RCW 43.12.065
pursuant to 2003 ¢ 334 § 127.

Effective date—Intent, construction—Savings—Severability—1980
¢ 78: See notes following RCW 77.04.010.

46.10.370 Administration. With the exception of the
registration and licensing provisions, this chapter shall be
administered by the Washington state parks and recreation
commission. The department shall consult with the commis-
sion prior to adopting rules to carry out its duties under this
chapter. After consultation with the committee, the commis-
sion shall adopt such rules as may be necessary to carry out
its duties under this chapter. Nothing in this chapter is
intended to discourage experimental or pilot programs which
could enhance snowmobile safety or recreational snowmobil-
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ing. [1979 ex.s.c 182 § 15; 1973 Istex.s.c 128 § 5. Formerly
RCW 46.10.210.]

REGISTRATION AND PERMITS

46.10.400 Registration—Application—Renewal—
Requirements—Decals. (1) The application for an original
snowmobile registration has the same requirements as
described for original vehicle registrations in RCW
46.16A.040 and must be accompanied by the annual snow-
mobile registration fee required under RCW 46.17.350, in
addition to any other fees and taxes due at the time of appli-
cation.

(2) The application for renewal of a snowmobile regis-
tration has the same requirements as described for the
renewal of vehicle registrations in RCW 46.16A.110 and
must be accompanied by the annual snowmobile registration
fee required under RCW 46.17.350, in addition to any other
fees or taxes due at the time of application.

(3) The snowmobile registration is valid for one year and
must be renewed each year thereafter as determined by the
department.

(4) A person who acquires a snowmobile that has a valid
snowmobile registration must:

(a) Apply to the department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director for a transfer of
the snowmobile registration within ten days of taking posses-
sion of the snowmobile; and

(b) Pay the snowmobile registration transfer fee required
under RCW 46.17.420, in addition to any other fees or taxes
due at the time of application.

(5) The department shall issue a snowmobile registration
and snowmobile decals upon receipt of:

(a) A properly completed application for an original
snowmobile registration; and

(b) The payment of all fees and taxes due at the time of
application.

(6) The snowmobile registration must be carried on the
vehicle for which it was issued at all times during its opera-
tion in this state.

(7) Snowmobile decals must be affixed to the snowmo-
bile as provided in RCW 46.10.440.

(8) Snowmobile registration fees provided in this section
and in RCW 46.17.350 are in lieu of any personal property or
excise tax imposed on snowmobiles by this state or any polit-
ical subdivision. A state agency, city, county, or other munic-
ipality may not impose other registration fees on a snowmo-
bile in this state. [2010 ¢ 161 § 228; 2008 ¢ 52 § 2; 2005 ¢
235§ 3;2002 ¢ 352 § 2; 2001 2nd sp.s. ¢ 7 § 918; 1997 c 241
§2;1996c 164§ 1;1986¢c 16 §2;1982¢c 17 § 2; 1979 ex.s.
c 182§ 5; 1973 Istex.s. ¢ 128 § 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 20;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 4. Formerly RCW 46.10.040.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—Policy statement as to certain state lands—1972 ex.s. ¢
153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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46.10.410 Registration—Exemptions. Registration is
not required under this chapter for the following snowmo-
biles:

(1) Snowmobiles owned and operated by the United
States, another state, or a political subdivision thereof.

(2) A snowmobile owned by a resident of another state
or Canadian province if that snowmobile is registered under
the laws of the state or province in which its owner resides.
This exemption applies only to the extent that a similar
exemption or privilege is granted under the laws of that state
or province. Any snowmobile that is validly registered in
another state or province and that is physically located in this
state for a period of more than fifteen consecutive days is
subject to registration under this chapter. [2010 c 161 § 227;
1986 ¢c 16 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 182 § 4; 1975 1stex.s. ¢ 181 § 1;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 3. Formerly RCW 46.10.030.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.10.415 Registration—Motorcycle owners may
apply. The owner of a motorcycle may apply for a snowmo-
bile registration as provided in RCW 46.16A.460 and under
the terms of this chapter to use the motorcycle, when properly
converted, as a snow bike for the purposes of this chapter.
[2019 ¢ 262 §2.]

Effective date—2019 ¢ 262: See note following RCW 46.16A.460.

46.10.418 Registration—OQOwners of certain wheeled
all-terrain vehicles converted as tracked all-terrain vehi-
cles may apply. The owner of a wheeled all-terrain vehicle
weighing less than two thousand pounds in stock configura-
tion, when properly converted, as a tracked all-terrain vehi-
cle, may apply for a snowmobile registration as provided in
RCW 46.09.390 and under the terms and for the purposes of
this chapter. [2021 ¢ 86 § 3.]

46.10.420 Snowmobile dealer licenses—Fee—
License plates—Violation—License application upon
sale. (1) Each dealer of snowmobiles in this state shall obtain
a snowmobile dealer license from the department in a manner
prescribed by the department. Upon receipt of an application
for a snowmobile dealer's license and the fee provided in sub-
section (2) of this section, the dealer is licensed and a snow-
mobile dealer license number must be assigned.

(2) The annual license fee for a snowmobile dealer is
twenty-five dollars, which covers all of the snowmobiles
offered by a dealer for sale and not rented on a regular, com-
mercial basis. Snowmobiles rented on a regular commercial
basis by a snowmobile dealer must be registered separately
under RCW 46.10.310, 46.10.400, 46.10.430, and 46.10.440.

(3) Upon the issuance of a snowmobile dealer license, a
snowmobile dealer may purchase, at a cost to be determined
by the department, snowmobile dealer license plates of a size
and color to be determined by the department. The snowmo-
bile dealer license plates must contain the snowmobile
license number assigned to the dealer. Each snowmobile
operated by a dealer, dealer representative, or prospective
customer for the purposes of demonstration or testing shall
display snowmobile dealer license plates in a clearly visible
manner.
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(4) Only a dealer, dealer representative, or prospective
customer may display a snowmobile dealer plate, and only a
dealer, dealer representative, or prospective customer may
use a snowmobile dealer's license plate for the purposes
described in subsection (3) of this section.

(5) Snowmobile dealer licenses are nontransferable.

(6) It is unlawful for any snowmobile dealer to sell a
snowmobile at wholesale or retail, or to test or demonstrate
any snowmobile, within the state, unless the dealer has a
snowmobile dealer license as required under this section.

(7) When a snowmobile is sold by a snowmobile dealer,
the dealer:

(a) Shall apply for licensing in the purchaser's name as
provided by rules adopted by the department; and

(b) May issue a temporary license as provided by rules
adopted by the department. [2012 ¢ 74 § 13; 2010 ¢ 161 §
231;1990 ¢ 250 § 26; 1982 ¢ 17 § 5; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 5. For-
merly RCW 46.10.050.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.10.430 Decals—Registration certificates—License
tabs. (1) Snowmobile decals assigned to a snowmobile in
this state at the time of its original registration must remain
with that snowmobile until the snowmobile is destroyed,
abandoned, or permanently removed from this state, or until
changed or terminated by the department.

(2) The department shall issue and deliver to the snow-
mobile owner upon proper application:

(a) A registration certificate, in a form as prescribed by
the department. The registration certificate is not valid unless
it is signed by the person who signed the application for reg-
istration; and

(b) License tabs showing the current expiration of the
snowmobile registration. The license tabs must be affixed to
the snowmobile as prescribed by the department.

(3) A snowmobile is not properly registered unless
license tabs and a current registration certificate have been
issued. [2010 ¢ 161 § 233; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 6. Formerly
RCW 46.10.060.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.10.440 Decals—Affixing and displaying dealer
license plates. (1) Snowmobile decals assigned to each
snowmobile must be:

(a) Permanently affixed to and displayed upon each
snowmobile as provided by rules adopted by the department;
and

(b) Maintained in a legible condition.

(2) Dealer license plates as provided for in RCW
46.10.420 may be temporarily affixed.

(3) The department shall make available a pair of identi-
cal snowmobile decals consistent with subsection (1) of this
section. The decals serve the same function as license plates
for vehicles registered under chapter 46.16A RCW. The
department shall charge each applicant for an original regis-
tration the actual cost of the snowmobile decal. The depart-
ment shall make available replacement snowmobile decals
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for a fee equivalent to the actual cost of the snowmobile
decals. [2011 ¢ 171 § 30; 2010 ¢ 161 § 234; 1973 1st ex.s. ¢
128 § 2; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 21; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 7. Formerly
RCW 46.10.070.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

46.10.450 Nonresident permits. (1) The application
for a nonresident temporary snowmobile permit must be
made by the snowmobile owner or the owner's authorized
representative to the department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director on a form fur-
nished or approved by the department. The application must
contain:

(a) The name and address of each owner of the snowmo-
bile; and

(b) Other information the department may require.

(2) The snowmobile owner or the owner's authorized
representative shall sign the application for a nonresident
temporary snowmobile permit.

(3) The application for a nonresident temporary snow-
mobile permit must be accompanied by the nonresident tem-
porary snowmobile permit fee required under RCW
46.17.400, in addition to any other fees or taxes due at the
time of application.

(4) Nonresident temporary snowmobile permits:

(a) Are available for snowmobiles owned by residents of
another state or Canadian province where registration is not
required by law;

(b) Are valid for not more than sixty days; and

(c) Must be carried on the snowmobile at all times during
its operation in this state. [2010 ¢ 161 § 229.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

USES AND VIOLATIONS

46.10.460 Crossing public roadways and highways
lawful, when. It shall be lawful to drive or operate a snow-
mobile across public roadways and highways other than lim-
ited access highways when:

The crossing is made at an angle of approximately ninety
degrees to the direction of the highway and at a place where
no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing; and

The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before
entering the public roadway or highway; and

The operator of the snowmobile yields the right-of-way
to motor vehicles using the public roadway or highway; and

The crossing is made at a place which is greater than one
hundred feet from any public roadway or highway intersec-
tion. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 10. Formerly RCW 46.10.100.]

46.10.470 Operating upon public road or highway
lawful, when. Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW
46.10.460, it shall be lawful to operate a snowmobile upon a
public roadway or highway:
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Where such roadway or highway is completely covered
with snow or ice and has been closed by the responsible gov-
erning body to motor vehicle traffic during the winter
months; or

When the responsible governing body gives notice that
such roadway or highway is open to snowmobiles or all-ter-
rain vehicle use; or

In an emergency during the period of time when and at
locations where snow upon the roadway or highway renders
such impassible to travel by automobile; or

When traveling along a designated snowmobile trail.
[2011¢c 171 § 31; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 23; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 11.
Formerly RCW 46.10.110.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

46.10.480 Restrictions on age of operators—Qualifi-
cations. No person under twelve years of age shall operate a
snowmobile on or across a public roadway or highway in this
state, and no person between the ages of twelve and sixteen
years of age shall operate a snowmobile on or across a public
road or highway in this state unless he or she has taken a
snowmobile safety education course and been certified as
qualified to operate a snowmobile by an instructor designated
by the commission as qualified to conduct such a course and
issue such a certificate, and he or she has on his or her person
at the time he or she is operating a snowmobile evidence of
such certification: PROVIDED, That persons under sixteen
years of age who have not been certified as qualified snow-
mobile operators may operate a snowmobile under the direct
supervision of a qualified snowmobile operator. [2010 ¢ 8 §
9003; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 24; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 12. Formerly
RCW 46.10.120.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 79A.35.070.

46.10.485 Denial, suspension, or revocation of dealer
license or assessment of monetary civil penalty. The direc-
tor may by order deny, suspend, or revoke the license of any
snowmobile dealer or, in lieu thereof or in addition thereto,
may by order assess monetary civil penalties not to exceed
five hundred dollars per violation, if the director finds that the
order is in the public interest and that the applicant or
licensee, or any partner, officer, director, or owner of ten per-
cent of the assets of the firm, or any employee or agent:

(1) Has failed to comply with the applicable provisions
of this chapter or any rules adopted under this chapter; or

(2) Has failed to pay any monetary civil penalty assessed
by the director under this section within ten days after the
assessment becomes final. [2010 ¢ 161 § 232; 1982 ¢ 17 § 4.
Formerly RCW 46.10.055.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.10.490 Operating violations. (1) It is a traffic
infraction for any person to operate any snowmobile:

(a) At arate of speed greater than reasonable and prudent
under the existing conditions.

(b) In a manner so as to endanger the property of another.
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(c) Without a lighted headlight and taillight between the
hours of dusk and dawn, or when otherwise required for the
safety of others.

(d) Without an adequate braking device which may be
operated either by hand or foot.

(e) Without an adequate and operating muffling device
which shall effectively blend the exhaust and motor noise in
such a manner so as to preclude excessive or unusual noise,
and, (i) on snowmobiles manufactured on or before January
4, 1973, which shall effectively limit such noise at a level of
eighty-six decibels, or below, on the "A" scale at fifty feet,
and (ii) on snowmobiles manufactured after January 4, 1973,
which shall effectively limit such noise at a level of eighty-
two decibels, or below, on the "A" scale at fifty feet, and (iii)
on snowmobiles manufactured after January 1, 1975, which
shall effectively limit such noise at a level of seventy-eight
decibels, or below, as measured on the "A" scale at a distance
of fifty feet, under testing procedures as established by the
department of ecology; except snowmobiles used in orga-
nized racing events in an area designated for that purpose
may use a bypass or cutout device. This section shall not
affect the power of the department of ecology to adopt noise
performance standards for snowmobiles. Noise performance
standards adopted or to be adopted by the department of ecol-
ogy shall be in addition to the standards contained in this sec-
tion, but the department's standards shall supersede this sec-
tion to the extent of any inconsistency.

(f) Upon the paved portion or upon the shoulder or inside
bank or slope of any public roadway or highway, or upon the
median of any divided highway, except as provided in RCW
46.10.460 and 46.10.470.

(g) In any area or in such a manner so as to expose the
underlying soil or vegetation, or to injure, damage, or destroy
trees or growing crops.

(h) Without a current registration decal affixed thereon,
if not exempted under RCW 46.10.410 as now or hereafter
amended.

(2) It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate any
snowmobile so as to endanger the person of another or while
under the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotics or
habit-forming drugs. [2011 ¢ 171 § 32; 1980 c 148 § 1. Prior:
1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 10; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 43; 1975 Istex.s. c
181 § 5; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 9. Formerly RCW 46.10.090.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.10.495 Additional violations—Penalty. (1) No per-
son shall operate a snowmobile in such a way as to endanger
human life.

(2) No person shall operate a snowmobile in such a way
as to run down or harass deer, elk, or any wildlife, or any
domestic animal, nor shall any person carry any loaded
weapon upon, nor hunt from, any snowmobile except by per-
mit issued by the director of fish and wildlife under RCW
77.32.237.

(3) Any person violating this section is guilty of a gross
misdemeanor. [2003 ¢ 53 § 234; 1994 ¢ 264 § 37; 1989 ¢ 297
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§4; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 11; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 13. Formerly
RCW 46.10.130.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.

46.10.500 Violations as traffic infractions—Excep-
tions—Civil liability. (1) Except as provided in RCW
46.10.490(2), 46.10.485, and 46.10.495, any violation of the
provisions of this chapter is a traffic infraction: PROVIDED,
That the penalty for failing to display a valid registration
decal under RCW 46.10.490 as now or hereafter amended
shall be a fine of forty dollars and such fine shall be remitted
to the general fund of the governmental unit, which personnel
issued the citation, for expenditure solely for snowmobile law
enforcement.

(2) In addition to the penalties provided in RCW
46.10.490 and subsection (1) of this section, the operator
and/or the owner of any snowmobile used with the permis-
sion of the owner shall be liable for three times the amount of
any damage to trees, shrubs, growing crops, or other property
injured as the result of travel by such snowmobile over the
property involved. [2011 ¢ 171 § 33; 1982 ¢ 17 § 8; 1980 ¢
148 § 2. Prior: 1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 14; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 44,
1975 1stex.s. ¢ 181 § 6; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 19. Formerly RCW
46.10.190.]

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—IRLJ 6.2.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.10.505 Failure to register a snowmobile—Penalty,
circumstances when. (Effective until October 1, 2021.) (1)
It is a gross misdemeanor, punishable as provided under
chapter 9A.20 RCW, for a resident, as identified in RCW
46.16A.140, to knowingly fail to register a snowmobile
within fifteen days of receiving or refusing a notice issued by
the department under RCW 46.93.210.

(2) Excise taxes owed and fines assessed must be depos-
ited in the manner provided under RCW 46.16A.030(6).
[2017 ¢ 218 § 3.]

Finding—Intent—Effective date—2017 ¢ 218: See notes following
RCW 46.09.495.

46.10.505 Failure to register a snowmobile—Penalty,
circumstances when. (Effective October 1, 2021.) (1)Itisa
gross misdemeanor, punishable as provided under chapter
9A.20 RCW, for a resident, as identified in RCW
46.16A.140, to:

(a) Knowingly fail to register a snowmobile within fif-
teen days of receiving or refusing a notice issued by the
department under RCW 46.93.210; or

(b) Register a snowmobile in another state to avoid retail
sales and use taxes under chapters 82.08 and 82.12 RCW.

(2) For a second or subsequent offense, the person con-
victed is also subject to a fine equal to four times the amount
of avoided taxes and fees, which may not be suspended,
except as provided in RCW 10.05.180.
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(3) Excise taxes owed and fines assessed must be depos-
ited in the manner provided under RCW 46.16A.030(6).
[2021 ¢ 216 § 7;2017 ¢ 218 § 3.]

Effective date—2021 ¢ 216: See note following RCW 46.09.420.

Finding—Intent—Effective date—2017 ¢ 218: See notes following
RCW 46.09.495.

REVENUE

46.10.510 Refund of snowmobile fuel tax to snowmo-
bile account. From time to time, but at least once each bien-
nium, the director shall request the state treasurer to refund
from the motor vehicle fund amounts which have been deter-
mined to be a tax on snowmobile fuel, and the treasurer shall
refund such amounts determined under RCW 46.10.530, and
place them in the snowmobile account in the general fund.
[2011 ¢ 171 § 34,1994 ¢ 262 § 3; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 12; 1975
Istex.s.c 181 § 3; 1973 Istex.s.c 128 § 4; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 §
15. Formerly RCW 46.10.150.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.10.520 Snowmobile fuel excise tax nonrefundable.
Motor vehicle fuel used and purchased for providing the
motive power for snowmobiles shall be considered a non-
highway use of fuel, but persons so purchasing and using
motor vehicle fuel shall not be entitled to a refund of the
motor vehicle fuel excise tax paid in accordance with the pro-
visions of *RCW 82.36.280 as it now exists or is hereafter
amended. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 16. Formerly RCW 46.10.160.]

*Reviser's note: Chapter 82.36 RCW was repealed in its entirety by
2013 ¢ 225 § 501, effective July 1, 2016.

46.10.530 Amount of snowmobile fuel tax paid as
motor vehicle fuel tax. From time to time, but at least once
each four years, the department shall determine the amount of
moneys paid to it as motor vehicle fuel tax that is tax on
snowmobile fuel. Such determination shall use one hundred
thirty-five gallons as the average yearly fuel usage per snow-
mobile, the number of registered snowmobiles during the cal-
endar year under determination, and: (1) A fuel tax rate of: (a)
Nineteen cents per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from July 1,
2003, through June 30, 2005; (b) twenty cents per gallon of
motor vehicle fuel from July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2007,
(c) twenty-one cents per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from
July 1, 2007, through June 30, 2009; (d) twenty-two cents per
gallon of motor vehicle fuel from July 1, 2009, through June
30, 2011; (e) twenty-three cents per gallon of motor vehicle
fuel from July 1, 2011, through July 31, 2015; (f) thirty cents
per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from August 1, 2015,
through June 30, 2016; and (g) thirty-four and nine-tenths
cents per gallon of motor vehicle fuel from July 1, 2016,
through June 30, 2031; and (2) beginning July 1, 2031, and
thereafter, the state's motor vehicle fuel tax rate in existence
at the time of the fuel purchase. [2015 3rd sp.s. ¢ 44 § 112;
(2015 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9 § 3 repealed by 2015 3rd sp.s. c 44 § 111);
2003 ¢ 361 § 408; 1994 ¢ 262 § 4; 1993 ¢ 54 § 7; 1990 c 42 §
117; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 13; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 17. Formerly
RCW 46.10.170.]

Effective date—2015 3rd sp.s. ¢ 44: See note following RCW
46.68.395.
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Findings—Intent—2015 2nd sp.s. ¢ 9: See note following RCW
46.09.520.

Findings—2003 c 361: See note following RCW 82.38.030.

Purpose—Effective dates—Application—Implementation—1990 ¢
42: See notes following RCW 46.68.090.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.10.910 Short title. This chapter may be known and
cited as the "Snowmobile act". [1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 22.]

Chapter 46.12 RCW
CERTIFICATES OF TITLE
Sections
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or dealer testing—Security interest, how perfected.
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46.12.555  Quick title—Application requirements—Limitation—Sub-
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46.12.570  Stolen vehicle check.
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46.12.675  Perfection of security interest—Procedure.
46.12.680  Ownership in doubt—Procedure.
SPECIFIC VEHICLES
46.12.690  Campers.
46.12.691  Custom vehicles.
46.12.695  Kit vehicles.
46.12.700  Manufactured homes—Manufactured/mobile or park model
homes.
46.12.711  Street rod vehicles.
SERIAL NUMBERS
46.12.720  Buying, selling, etc. with numbers removed, altered, etc.—
Penalty.
46.12.725  Seizure and impoundment—Notice to interested persons—
Release to owner.
46.12.730  Disposition authorized, when.
46.12.735  Hearing—Appeal—Removal to court—Release after ruling.
46.12.740  Release without hearing.
46.12.745  Assignment of new number.
VIOLATIONS
46.12.750  Penalty for false statements, illegal transfers, alterations, or
forgeries—Exception.
46.12.755  Ownership of motor vehicle by person under eighteen prohib-

ited—Exception.
Classification of manufactured homes: Chapter 65.20 RCW.
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Hulk haulers and scrap processors: Chapter 46.79 RCW.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

46.12.520 Certificate required to operate and sell
vehicle—Manufacturer or dealer testing—Security inter-
est, how perfected. (1) A person shall not:

(a) Operate a vehicle in this state with a registration cer-
tificate issued by the department without having a certificate
of title for the vehicle that contains the name of the registered
owner exactly as it appears on the registration certificate; or

(b) Sell or transfer a vehicle without complying with the
provisions of this chapter relating to certificates of title and
vehicle registration.

(2) A certificate of title does not need to be obtained for
a vehicle owned by a manufacturer or dealer and held for
sale, even though incidentally moved on the highway or used
for purposes of testing and demonstration, or for a vehicle
used by a manufacturer or dealer solely for testing. A security
interest in a vehicle held as inventory by a manufacturer or
dealer must be perfected as described in chapter 62A.9A
RCW. An endorsement is not required on certificates of title
held by a manufacturer or dealer to perfect the security inter-
est. A certificate of title may be issued for any vehicle with-
out the vehicle needing to be registered. [2010 ¢ 161 § 301;
1997 ¢ 241 § 3; 1979 ¢ 158 § 132; 1975 ¢ 25 § 6; 1967 ¢ 140
§ 1; 1967 ¢ 32 § 6; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.010. Prior: 1937 ¢ 188
§ 2; RRS § 6312-2. Formerly RCW 46.12.010.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.530 Application—Contents—Examination of
vehicle. (1) The application for a certificate of title of a vehi-
cle must be made by the owner or owner's representative to
the department, county auditor or other agent, or subagent
appointed by the director on a form furnished or approved by
the department and must contain:

(a) A description of the vehicle, including make, model,
vehicle identification number, type of body, and the odome-
ter reading at the time of delivery of the vehicle;

(b) The name and address of the person who is to be the
registered owner of the vehicle and, if the vehicle is subject to
a security interest, the name and address of the secured party;
and

(¢) Other information the department may require.

(2) The department may require additional information
and a physical examination of the vehicle or of any class of
vehicles, or either.

(3) The application for a certificate of title must be
signed by the person applying to be the registered owner and
be sworn to by that person in the manner described under
chapter 5.50 RCW. The department shall keep the application
in the original, computer, or photostatic form.

(4) The application for an original certificate of title must
be accompanied by:

(a) A draft, money order, certified bank check, or cash
for all fees and taxes due for the application for certificate of
title; and
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(b) The most recent certificate of title or other satisfac-
tory evidence of ownership.

(5) Once issued, a certificate of title is not subject to
renewal.

(6) Whenever any person, after applying for or receiving
a certificate of title, moves from the address named in the
application or in the certificate of title issued to him or her, or
changes his or her name of record, the person shall, within ten
days thereafter, notify the department of the name or address
change as provided in RCW 46.08.195. [2019 ¢ 232 § 18;
2017 ¢ 147 § 3; 2010 c 161 § 302; 2007 c 420 § 1; 2005 ¢ 173
§ 1; 2004 ¢ 188 § 1; 2001 ¢ 125 § 1. Prior: 1995 ¢ 274 § 1;
1995 ¢ 256 § 23; 1990 ¢ 238 § 1; 1975 ¢ 25 § 8; 1974 ex.s. c
128 § 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 99 § 2; 1967 ¢ 32 § 8; 1961 ¢ 12 §
46.12.030; prior: 1947 ¢ 164 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 3, part;
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-2, part. Formerly RCW 46.12.030.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.
Notice of liability insurance requirement: RCW 46.16A.130.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.540 Issuance of certificates—Contents. (1) The
department shall issue an electronic record of ownership or a
written certificate of title if the department is satisfied from
the statements on the application that the applicant is the legal
owner of the vehicle or otherwise entitled to have a certificate
of title in the applicant's name.

(2) Each certificate of title issued by the department must
contain:

(a) The date of application;

(b) The certificate of title number assigned to the vehi-
cle;

(c) The name and address of the registered owner and
legal owner;

(d) The vehicle identification number;

(e) The mileage reading, if required, as provided by the
odometer disclosure statement submitted with the application
involving a transfer of ownership;

(f) A notation that the recorded mileage is actual, not
actual, or exceeds mechanical limits;

(g) A blank space on the face of the certificate of title for
the signature of the registered owner;

(h) Information on whether the vehicle was ever regis-
tered and operated as an exempt vehicle or taxicab;

(i) A brand conspicuously shown across its front if indi-
cating that the vehicle has been rebuilt after becoming a sal-
vage vehicle;

(j) The director's signature and the seal of the depart-
ment; and

(k) Any other description of the vehicle and facts the
department may require.

(3) The department shall deliver the registration certifi-
cate to the registered owner and the certificate of title to the
legal owner, or both to the person who is both the registered
owner and legal owner. [2010 ¢ 161 § 305; 1996 ¢ 26 § 2;
1993 ¢ 307 § 1; 1990 ¢ 238 § 3; 1975¢ 25§ 9; 1967¢ 32§ 9;
1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.050. Prior: 1959 ¢ 166 § 1; 1947 c 164 § 2;
1937 ¢ 188 § 4; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-4. Formerly RCW
46.12.050.]
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Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.550 Refusal or cancellation of certificate—
Notice—Penalty for subsequent operation—Appeals. (1)
The department may refuse to issue or may cancel a certifi-
cate of title at any time if the department determines that an
applicant for a certificate of title is not entitled to a certificate
of title. Notice of cancellation may be accomplished by send-
ing a notice by first-class mail using the last known address in
department records for the registered or legal owner or own-
ers, and completing an affidavit of first-class mail. It is
unlawful for any person to remove, drive, or operate the vehi-
cle until a proper certificate of title has been issued. Any per-
son removing, driving, or operating a vehicle after the refusal
to issue or cancellation of the certificate of title is guilty of a
gross misdemeanor.

(2)(a) The suspension of, revocation of, cancellation of,
or refusal to issue a certificate of title or vehicle registration
provided for in chapters 46.12 and 46.16A RCW by the direc-
tor is conclusive unless the person whose registration or cer-
tificate is suspended, revoked, canceled, or refused appeals to
the superior court of Thurston county or the person's county
of residence.

(b) Notice of appeal must be filed within ten days after
receipt of the notice of suspension, revocation, cancellation,
or refusal. Upon the filing of the notice of appeal, the court
shall issue an order to the director to show cause why the reg-
istration should not be granted or reinstated and return the
order not less than ten days after the date of service of the
notice to the director. Service must be in the manner as pre-
scribed for the service of a summons and complaint in other
civil actions.

(c) Upon the hearing on the order to show cause, the
court shall hear evidence concerning matters with reference
to the suspension, revocation, cancellation, or refusal of the
registration or certificate and enter judgment either affirming
or setting aside the suspension, revocation, cancellation, or
refusal. [2011 ¢ 171 § 35;2010 c 161 § 315; 1994 ¢ 262§ 5;
1975 ¢ 25§ 12; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.160. Prior: 1959 ¢ 166 §
14; prior: 1947 ¢ 164 § 4(g); 1937 ¢ 188 § 6(g); Rem. Supp.
1947 § 6312-6(g). Formerly RCW 46.12.160.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.12.555 Quick title—Application requirements—
Limitation—Subagents. (1) The application for a quick title
of a vehicle must be submitted by the owner or the owner's
representative to the department, participating county auditor
or other agent, or subagent appointed by the director on a
form furnished or approved by the department and must con-
tain:

(a) A description of the vehicle, including make, model,
vehicle identification number, type of body, and the odome-
ter reading at the time of delivery of the vehicle, when
required;
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(b) The name and address of the person who is to be the
registered owner of the vehicle and, if the vehicle is subject to
a security interest, the name and address of the secured party;
and

(c) Other information as may be required by the depart-
ment.

(2) The application for a quick title must be signed by the
person applying to be the registered owner and be sworn to
by that person in the manner described under chapter 5.50
RCW. The department must keep a copy of the application.

(3) The application for a quick title must be accompanied
by:

(a) All fees and taxes due for an application for a certifi-
cate of title, including a quick title service fee under RCW
46.17.160; and

(b) The most recent certificate of title or other satisfac-
tory evidence of ownership.

(4) All applications for quick title must meet the require-
ments established by the department.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "quick title" means a
certificate of title printed at the time of application.

(6) The quick title process authorized under this section
may not be used to obtain the first title issued to a vehicle pre-
viously designated as a salvage vehicle as defined in RCW
46.04.514.

(7) A subagent may process a quick title under this sec-
tion in accordance with rules adopted by the department.
[2019¢232 §19;2014¢c 12§ 1;2011 ¢ 326§ 1.]

Application—2011 ¢ 326: "This act applies to quick title transactions
processed on and after January 1, 2012." [2011 ¢ 326 § 6.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 326: "This act takes effect January 1, 2012."
[2011 ¢ 326 §7.]

46.12.560 Inspection by state patrol or other autho-
rized inspector. (1)(a) Before accepting an application for a
certificate of title, the department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director shall require an
applicant to provide a certificate of vehicle inspection com-
pleted by the Washington state patrol or other authorized
inspector if the vehicle:

(1) Was declared a total loss or salvage vehicle under the
laws of this state;

(i1) Has been rebuilt after the certificate of title was
returned to the department under RCW 46.12.600 and the
vehicle was not kept by the registered owner at the time of the
vehicle's destruction or declaration as a total loss; or

(iii) Is presented with documents from another state
showing that the vehicle was a total loss or salvage vehicle
and has not been reissued a valid registration certificate from
that state after the declaration of total loss or salvage.

(b) A vehicle presented for inspection must have all
damaged major component parts replaced or repaired to meet
all requirements in law and rule before the Washington state
patrol will inspect the vehicle. The inspection must verify
that the vehicle identification number is genuine and agrees
with the number shown on the certificate of title and registra-
tion certificate.

(c) A Washington state patrol vehicle identification
number specialist must ensure that all major component parts
used for the reconstruction of a salvage or rebuilt vehicle
were obtained legally, and must securely attach a marking at
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the driver's door latch pillar indicating the vehicle was previ-
ously destroyed or declared a total loss. It is a class C felony
for a person to remove the marking indicating that the vehicle
was previously destroyed or declared a total loss.

(2) A person presenting a vehicle for inspection under
subsection (1) of this section must provide original invoices
for new and used parts from:

(a) A vendor that is registered with the department of
revenue or a comparable agency in the jurisdiction where the
major component parts were purchased for the collection of
retail sales or use taxes. The invoices must include:

(i) The name and address of the business;

(1) A description of the part or parts sold,

(iii) The date of sale; and

(iv) The amount of sale to include all taxes paid unless
exempted by the department of revenue or a comparable
agency in the jurisdiction where the major component parts
were purchased;

(b) A vehicle wrecker licensed under chapter 46.80
RCW or a comparable business in the jurisdiction outside
Washington state where the major component part was pur-
chased; and

(c) Private individuals. The private individual must have
the certificate of title to the vehicle where the parts were
taken from unless the parts were obtained from a parts car
owned by a collector. Bills of sale for parts must be notarized
and include:

(1) The names and addresses of the sellers and purchas-
ers;

(i1) A description of the vehicle and the part or parts
being sold, including the make, model, year, and identifica-
tion or serial number;

(iii) The date of sale; and

(iv) The purchase price of the vehicle part or parts.

(3) A person presenting a vehicle for inspection under
this section who is unable to provide an acceptable release of
interest or proof of ownership for a vehicle or major compo-
nent part as described in this section shall apply for an own-
ership in doubt application described in RCW 46.12.680.

(4)(a) Before accepting an application for a certificate of
title, the department, county auditor or other agent, or sub-
agent appointed by the director shall require an applicant to
provide a certificate of vehicle inspection completed by the
Washington state patrol or other authorized inspector when
the application is for a vehicle being titled for the first time
as:

(1) Assembled;

(ii) Glider kit;

(iii) Homemade;

(iv) Kit vehicle;

(v) Street rod vehicle;

(vi) Custom vehicle; or

(vil) Subject to ownership in doubt under RCW
46.12.680.

(b) The inspection must verify that the vehicle identifica-
tion number is genuine and agrees with the number shown on
the certificate of title and registration certificate.

(5)(a) Before accepting an application for a certificate of
title, the department, county auditor or other agent, or sub-
agent appointed by the director shall require an applicant to
provide a certificate of vehicle inspection completed by the
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Washington state patrol when the application is for a vehicle
with a vehicle identification number that has been:

(i) Altered;

(i1) Defaced;

(iii) Obliterated;

(iv) Omitted;

(v) Removed; or

(vi) Otherwise absent.

(b) The application must include payment of the fee
required in RCW 46.17.135.

(c) The Washington state patrol shall assign a new vehi-
cle identification number to the vehicle and place or stamp
the new number in a conspicuous position on the vehicle.

(d) The department shall use the new vehicle identifica-
tion number assigned by the Washington state patrol as the
official vehicle identification number assigned to the vehicle.

(6) The department may adopt rules as necessary to
implement this section. [2011 ¢ 114§ 7; 2010 ¢ 161 § 303.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 114: See note following RCW 46.04.572.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.12.570 Stolen vehicle check. The department shall
institute software and systems modifications to enable a
WACIC/NCIC stolen vehicle search of out-of-state vehicles
as part of the application for a certificate of title transaction.
During the stolen vehicle search, if the information obtained
indicates the vehicle is stolen, the department shall immedi-
ately report that the vehicle is stolen to the Washington state
patrol and the applicant must not be issued a certificate of
title for the vehicle. Vehicles for which the stolen vehicle
check is negative must be issued a certificate of title if the
department is satisfied that all other requirements have been
met. [2010 ¢ 161 § 304;2002 ¢ 246 § 1; 2001 ¢ 125 § 3. For-
merly RCW 46.12.047.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.580 Duplicate for lost, stolen, mutilated, etc.
certificate. A legal owner or the legal owner's authorized
representative may apply for a duplicate certificate of title if
a certificate of title is lost, stolen, mutilated, or destroyed, or
becomes illegible. The application for a duplicate certificate
of title must include information required by the department
and be accompanied by the fee required in RCW 46.17.100.
The duplicate certificate of title must contain the word,
"duplicate." It must be provided to the first priority secured
party named in it or, if none, to the legal owner.

A person recovering a certificate of title for which a
duplicate has been issued shall promptly return the certificate
of title that has been recovered to the department. [2010 ¢
161 § 317; 2002 ¢ 352 § 6; 1997 ¢ 241 § 7; 1994 ¢ 262 § 7;
1990 ¢ 250 § 31; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 1; 1967 ¢ 140 § 8. For-
merly RCW 46.12.181.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov
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46.12.590 Procedure on installation of new or differ-
ent motor—Penalty. (1) A person shall apply for a new cer-
tificate of title for any motor vehicle registered by its motor
number when:

(a) A new or different motor has been installed; and

(b) The most recent certificate of title issued for the
motor vehicle has recorded on it the previous motor number.

(2) The application for a new certificate of title required
in subsection (1) of this section must:

(a) Be made within five days after installation of the new
motor;

(b) Be made by the owner or owner's authorized repre-
sentative to the department, county auditor or other agent, or
subagent;

(¢) Require the most recent certificate of title to be
returned to the department;

(d) Include a statement of the disposition of the former
motor; and

(e) Include the fee required under RCW 46.17.100 in
addition to any other fee or tax required by law.

(3) A person who possesses a certificate of title that
shows the previous motor number for a motor vehicle in
which a new or different motor has been installed, after five
days following the installation of the new motor, is in viola-
tion of this chapter. A violation of this section constitutes a
misdemeanor. [2010 ¢ 161 § 307; 2002 ¢ 352 § 4; 1997 ¢ 241
§4;1979 ex.s. ¢ 113 § 1; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.080. Prior: 1959
¢ 166 § 5; prior: 1951 ¢ 269 § 3; 1947 ¢ 164 § 3(c); 1939 ¢ 182
§ 1(c); 1937 ¢ 188 § 5(c); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-5(c). For-
merly RCW 46.12.080.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.600 Destruction of vehicle—Surrender of cer-
tificate, penalty—Report of settlement by insurance com-
pany—Market value threshold. (1)(a) The registered
owner or legal owner shall:

(i) Report the destruction of the vehicle issued a certifi-
cate of title or registration certificate to the department within
fifteen days of its destruction; and

(i1) Submit the certificate of title or affidavit in lieu of
title marked "DESTROYED." The registered owner's name,
address, and the date of destruction must be clearly shown on
the certificate of title or affidavit in lieu of title.

(b) It is a gross misdemeanor to fail to notify the depart-
ment and be in possession of a certificate of title of a
destroyed vehicle on the sixteenth day after the vehicle is
destroyed and each day thereafter.

(2) The insurance company or self-insurer shall report
the destruction or total loss of vehicles issued a certificate of
title or registration certificate to the department within fifteen
days after the settlement claim. The report must be submitted
regardless of where or in what jurisdiction the total loss
occurred. An insurer shall report total loss vehicles to the
department in any of the following manners:

(a) Electronically through the department's online report-
ing system. An insurer choosing this option must immedi-
ately destroy ownership documents after filing the electronic
report;
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(b) Submitting the certificate of title or affidavit in lieu
of title marked "DESTROYED." The insurer's name,
address, and the date of loss must be clearly shown on the
certificate of title or affidavit in lieu of title; or

(c) Submitting a properly completed total loss claim set-
tlement form provided by the department.

(3) The registered owner, legal owner, or insurer report-
ing the destruction or total loss of a motor vehicle six years
old or older must include a statement on whether the fair mar-
ket value of the motor vehicle immediately before its destruc-
tion was at least equal to the market value threshold. The age
of the motor vehicle is determined by subtracting the model
year from the current calendar year.

(4) The market value threshold is six thousand seven
hundred ninety dollars or a greater amount as set by rule of
the department. The department shall:

(a) Increase the market value threshold amount:

(1) When the consumer price index for all urban consum-
ers, compiled by the bureau of labor statistics, United States
department of labor, or its successor, for the west region, in
the expenditure category "used cars and trucks," shows an
annual average increase over the previous year;

(i1) By the same percentage increase of the annual aver-
age shown in the consumer price index; and

(iii) On July 1st of the year immediately following the
year with the increase of the annual average;

(b) Round each increase of the market value threshold to
the nearest ten dollars;

(c) Not increase the market value threshold amount if the
amount of the increase would be less than fifty dollars; and

(d) Carry forward any unmade increases to succeeding
years until the cumulative increase is at least fifty dollars.
[2011 ¢ 171 § 36; 2010 c 161 § 306; 2003 ¢ 53 § 235; 2002 ¢
245§ 2; 1990 ¢ 250 § 28; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.070. Prior: 1959
¢ 166 § 4; prior: 1947 ¢ 164 § 3(b); 1939 ¢ 182 § 1(b); 1937 ¢
188 § 5(b); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-5(b). Formerly RCW
46.12.070.]

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Intent—Effective date—2003 ¢ 53: See notes following RCW
2.48.180.

46.12.610 Contaminated vehicles. (1) A local health
officer may notify the department that a vehicle has been:

(a) Declared unfit and prohibited from use as authorized
in chapter 64.44 RCW if the vehicle has become contami-
nated as defined in RCW 64.44.010;

(b) Satisfactorily decontaminated and retested according
to the written work plan approved by the local health officer.

(2) The department shall brand vehicle records and cer-
tificates of title when it receives the notification from a local
health officer as provided in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) A person is guilty of a gross misdemeanor if he or she
advertises for sale or sells a vehicle that has been declared
unfit and prohibited from use by a local health officer if:

(a) The person has knowledge that the local health offi-
cer has issued an order declaring the vehicle unfit and prohib-
iting its use; or
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(b) A notification has been placed on the certificate of
title under subsection (2) of this section that the vehicle has
been declared unfit and prohibited from use.

(4) A person may advertise or sell a vehicle if a release
for reuse document has been issued by a local health officer
under chapter 64.44 RCW or a notification has been placed
on the certificate of title under subsection (2) of this section
that the vehicle has been decontaminated and released for
reuse. [2010 ¢ 161 § 308.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.12.620 Legal owner not liable for acts of regis-
tered owner. A person shown as the legal owner on a certif-
icate of title which has a different person shown as the regis-
tered owner does not incur liability and is not responsible for
damage or any liability resulting from any act or contract
made by the registered owner or by any other person acting
for, or by or under the authority of, the registered owner.
[2010 c 161 § 318; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.190. Prior: 1937 ¢ 188
§ 10, part; RRS § 6312-10, part. Formerly RCW 46.12.190.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.12.630 Lists of registered and legal owners of
vehicles and vessels—Furnished for certain purposes—
Contract—Fees—Penalty for unauthorized use—Defini-
tion. (1) The department of licensing must furnish lists of
registered and legal owners of: (a) Motor vehicles only for
the purposes specified in this subsection (1)(a) to the manu-
facturers of motor vehicles or motor vehicle components, or
their authorized agents, to enable those manufacturers to
carry out the provisions of Titles I and IV of the anti car theft
act of 1992, the automobile information disclosure act (15
U.S.C. Sec. 1231 et seq.), the clean air act (42 U.S.C. Sec.
7401 et seq.), and 49 U.S.C. Secs. 30101-30183, 30501-
30505, and 32101-33118, as these acts existed on January 1,
2014, or such subsequent date as may be provided by the
department by rule, consistent with the purposes of this sec-
tion. However, the department may only provide a vehicle or
vehicle component manufacturer, or its authorized agents,
lists of registered or legal owners who purchased or leased a
vehicle manufactured by that manufacturer or a vehicle con-
taining a component manufactured by that component manu-
facturer. Manufacturers or authorized agents receiving infor-
mation on behalf of one manufacturer must not disclose this
information to any other third party that is not necessary to
carry out the purposes of this section; and (b) vessels only for
the purposes of this subsection (1)(b) to the manufacturers of
vessels, or their authorized agents, to enable those manufac-
turers to carry out the provisions of 46 U.S.C. Sec. 4310 and
any relevant Code of Federal Regulations adopted by the
United States coast guard, as these provisions and rules
existed on January 1, 2015, or such subsequent date as may
be provided by the department by rule, consistent with the
purposes of this section.

(2) The department of licensing may furnish lists of reg-
istered and legal owners of motor vehicles or vessels, only to
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the entities and only for the purposes specified in this section,
to:

(a) The manufacturers of motor vehicles or vessels, and
legitimate businesses as defined by the department in rule, or
their authorized agents, for purposes of using lists of regis-
tered and legal owner information to conduct research activi-
ties and produce statistical reports, as long as the entity does
not allow personal or identity information received under this
section to be published, redisclosed, or used to contact indi-
viduals. For purposes of this subsection (2)(a), the depart-
ment of licensing may only provide the manufacturer of a
motor vehicle or vessel, or the manufacturer of components
contained in a motor vehicle or vessel, the lists of registered
or legal owners who purchased or leased a vehicle or vessel
manufactured by that manufacturer or a vehicle or vessel con-
taining components manufactured by that component manu-
facturer;

(b) Any governmental agency, including any court or
law enforcement agency, or any private person or entity act-
ing on behalf of a federal, state, or local agency, or Canada in
carrying out its functions: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That
nothing in this section is construed to allow actions prohib-
ited under RCW 43.17.425;

(c) Any insurer or insurance support organization, a self-
insured entity, or its agents, employees, or contractors for use
in connection with claims investigation activities, antifraud
activities, rating, or underwriting;

(d) Any local governmental entity or its agents for use in
providing notice to owners of towed and impounded vehicles,
or to any law enforcement entity for use, as may be neces-
sary, in locating the owner of or otherwise dealing with a ves-
sel that has become a hazard,

() A government agency, commercial parking com-
pany, or its agents requiring the names and addresses of reg-
istered owners to notify them of outstanding parking viola-
tions. Subject to the disclosure agreement provisions of RCW
46.12.635 and the requirements of Executive Order 97-01,
the department may provide only the parts of the list that are
required for completion of the work required of the company;

(f) Authorized agents or contractor of the department, to
be used only in connection with providing motor vehicle or
vessel excise tax, licensing, title, and registration information
to motor vehicle or vessel dealers;

(g) Any business regularly making loans to other persons
to finance the purchase of motor vehicles or vessels, to be
used to assist the person requesting the list to determine own-
ership of specific vehicles or vessels for the purpose of deter-
mining whether or not to provide such financing; or

(h) A company or its agents operating a toll facility
under chapter 47.46 RCW or other applicable authority
requiring the names, addresses, and vehicle information of
motor vehicle registered owners to identify toll violators.

(3) Personal or identity information received by an entity
listed in subsection (1) or (2) of this section may not be
released for direct marketing purposes.

(4) Prior to the release of any lists of vehicle or vessel
owners under subsection (1) or (2) of this section, the depart-
ment must enter into a contract with the entity authorized to
receive the data pursuant to RCW 46.22.010.

(5)(a) Beginning January 1, 2015, the department must
collect a fee of ten dollars per one thousand individual regis-
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tered or legal owners included on a list requested by a private
entity under subsection (1) or (2) of this section. Beginning
January 1, 2016, the department must collect a fee of twenty
dollars per one thousand individual registered or legal vehicle
or vessel owners included on a list requested by a private
entity under subsection (1) or (2) of this section. Beginning
January 1, 2021, the department must collect a fee of twenty-
five dollars per one thousand individual registered or legal
owners included on a list requested by a private entity under
subsection (1) or (2) of this section. The department must
prorate the fee when the request is for less than a full one
thousand records.

(b) In lieu of the fee specified in (a) of this subsection, if
the request requires a daily, weekly, monthly, or other regular
update of those vehicle or vessel records that have changed:

(i) Beginning January 1, 2015, the department must col-
lect a fee of one cent per individual registered or legal vehicle
or vessel owner record provided to the private entity;

(i1) Beginning January 1, 2016, the department must col-
lect a fee of two cents per individual registered or legal vehi-
cle or vessel owner record provided to the private entity;

(iii) Beginning January 1, 2021, the department must
collect a fee of two and one-half cents per individual regis-
tered or legal vehicle or vessel owner record provided to the
private entity.

(c) The department must deposit any moneys collected
under this subsection to the department of licensing technol-
ogy improvement and data management account created in
RCW 46.68.063.

(6) Where both a mailing address and residence address
are recorded on the vehicle or vessel record and are different,
only the mailing address will be disclosed. Both addresses
will be disclosed in response to requests for disclosure from
courts, law enforcement agencies, or government entities and
only for use in the normal course of conducting their busi-
ness.

(7) If a list of registered and legal owners of motor vehi-
cles or vessels is used for any purpose other than that autho-
rized in this section, the recipient under subsection (1) or (2)
of this section, or any authorized agent or contractor respon-
sible for the unauthorized disclosure or use[,] will be denied
further access to such information by the department of
licensing.

(8) For purposes of this section, "personal information"
and "identity information" have the same meanings as in
RCW 46.04.209. [2021 ¢ 93 § 5;2016¢c 80§ 1;2014¢c 79 §
1;2013 ¢ 306 § 702; 2012 ¢ 86 § 803; 2011 ¢ 171 § 37; 2005
¢ 340 § 1; 2004 ¢ 230 § 1. Prior: 1997 ¢ 432 § 6; 1997 ¢ 33 §
1; 1982 ¢ 215 § 1. Formerly RCW 46.12.370.]

Effective date—2013 ¢ 306 § 702: "Section 702 of this act is necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or sup-
port of the state government and its existing public institutions, and takes
effect July 1, 2013." [2013 ¢ 306 § 1403.]

Effective date—2012 ¢ 86: See note following RCW 47.76.360.

Intent—Effective date—2011 ¢ 171: See notes following RCW
4.24.210.

46.12.635 Disclosure of names and addresses of indi-
vidual vehicle and vessel owners—Vehicle and vessel
information—Address confidentiality program partici-
pants. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 42.56

[Title 46 RCW—page 56]

Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles

RCW, the name or address of an individual vehicle or vessel
owner shall not be released by the department, county audi-
tor, data recipient, subrecipient, or agency or firm authorized
by the department except under the following circumstances:

(a) The requesting party is a business entity that requests
the information for use as defined by the department in rule,
and in the course of business;

(b) The request is a written request that is signed by the
person requesting disclosure that contains the full legal name
and address of the requesting party, that specifies the purpose
for which the information will be used; and

(¢) The requesting party enters into a disclosure agree-
ment with the department in which the party promises that the
party will use the information only for the purpose stated in
the request for the information; and that the party does not
intend to use, or facilitate the use of, the information for the
purpose of making any unsolicited business contact with a
person named in the disclosed information. The term "unso-
licited business contact" means a contact that is intended to
result in, or promote, the sale of any goods or services to a
person named in the disclosed information. The term does not
apply to situations where the requesting party and such per-
son have been involved in a business transaction prior to the
date of the disclosure request and where the request is made
in connection with the transaction.

(2) Where both a mailing address and residence address
are recorded on the vehicle or vessel record and are different,
only the mailing address will be disclosed. Both addresses
will be disclosed in response to requests for disclosure from
courts, law enforcement agencies, or government entities
with enforcement, investigative, or taxing authority and only
for use in the normal course of conducting their business.

(3) The disclosing entity shall retain the request for dis-
closure for three years.

(4)(a) Whenever the disclosing entity grants a request for
information under this section by an attorney or private
investigator, the disclosing entity shall provide notice to the
vehicle or vessel owner, to whom the information applies,
that the request has been granted. The notice must only
include: (i) That the disclosing entity has disclosed the vehi-
cle or vessel owner's name and address pursuant to a request
made under this section; (ii) the date that the disclosure was
made; and (iii) that the vehicle or vessel owner has five days
from receipt of the notice to contact the disclosing entity to
determine the occupation of the requesting party.

(b) Except as provided in (¢) of this subsection, the only
information about the requesting party that the disclosing
entity may disclose in response to a request made by a vehicle
or vessel owner under (a) of this subsection is whether the
requesting party was an attorney or private investigator. The
request by the vehicle or vessel owner must be submitted to
the disclosing entity within five days of receipt of the original
notice.

(c) In the case of a vehicle or vessel owner who submits
to the disclosing entity a copy of a valid court order restrict-
ing another person from contacting the vehicle or vessel
owner or his or her family or household member, the disclos-
ing entity shall provide the vehicle or vessel owner with the
name and address of the requesting party.

(5) Any person who is furnished vehicle or vessel owner
information under this section shall be responsible for assur-
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ing that the information furnished is not used for a purpose
contrary to the agreement between the person and the depart-
ment.

(6) This section shall not apply to requests for informa-
tion by governmental entities or requests that may be granted
under any other provision of this title expressly authorizing
the disclosure of the names or addresses of vehicle or vessel
owners. Requests from law enforcement officers for vessel
record information must be granted. The disclosure agree-
ment with law enforcement entities must provide that law
enforcement may redisclose a vessel owner's name or address
when trying to locate the owner of or otherwise deal with a
vessel that has become a hazard.

(7) The department shall disclose vessel records for any
vessel owned by a governmental entity upon request.

(8) This section shall not apply to title history informa-
tion under RCW 19.118.170.

(9) The department shall charge a fee of two dollars for
each record returned pursuant to a request made by a business
entity under subsection (1) of this section and deposit the fee
into the highway safety fund.

(10) The department, county auditor, or agency or firm
authorized by the department shall not release the name, any
address, vehicle make, vehicle model, vehicle year, vehicle
identification number, vessel make and model, vessel model
year, hull identification number, vessel document number,
vessel registration number, vessel decal number, or license
plate number associated with an individual vehicle or vessel
owner who is a participant in the address confidentiality pro-
gram under chapter 40.24 RCW except as allowed in subsec-
tion (6) of this section and RCW 40.24.075. [2021 ¢ 93 § 6;
2019 ¢ 278 § 1; 2016 ¢ 80 § 2; 2013 ¢ 232 § 1. Prior: 2005 ¢
340 § 2; 2005 ¢ 274 § 304; 1995 ¢ 254 § 10; 1990 ¢ 232 § 2;
1987 ¢ 299 § 1; 1984 ¢ 241 § 2. Formerly RCW 46.12.380.]

Effective date—2013 ¢ 232: "This act takes effect January 1, 2014."
[2013 ¢ 232§ 2]

Legislative finding and purpose—1990 ¢ 232: "The legislature recog-
nizes the extraordinary value of the vehicle title and registration records for
law enforcement and commerce within the state. The legislature also recog-
nizes that indiscriminate release of the vehicle owner information to be an
infringement upon the rights of the owner and can subject owners to intru-
sions on their privacy. The purpose of this act is to limit the release of vehicle
owners' names and addresses while maintaining the availability of the vehi-
cle records for the purposes of law enforcement and commerce." [1990 ¢ 232

§1.]

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.640 Disclosure violations, penalties. (1) The
department may review the activities of a person or entity that
receives personal or identity information to ensure compli-
ance with the limitations imposed on the use of the informa-
tion. The department may suspend or revoke for up to five
years the privilege of obtaining personal or identity informa-
tion of a person found to be in violation of this chapter or a
disclosure agreement executed with the department.

(2) In addition to the penalty in subsection (1) of this sec-
tion:

(a) The unauthorized disclosure of personal or identity
information; or

(b) The use of a false representation to obtain personal or
identity information from the department; or
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(c) The use of personal or identity information obtained
from the department for a purpose other than what is stated in
the request for information or in the disclosure agreement
executed with the department; or

(d) The sale or other distribution of any personal or iden-
tity information to another person not disclosed in the request
or disclosure agreement
is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed ten
thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in a county jail for up
to three hundred sixty-four days, or by both such fine and
imprisonment for each violation. [2021 ¢ 93 § 7; 2016 ¢ 80 §
3;2011 ¢ 96 § 30;2005 ¢ 274 § 305; 1990 ¢ 232 § 3. Formerly
RCW 46.12.390.]

Findings—Intent—2011 c 96: See note following RCW 9A.20.021.

Legislative finding and purpose—1990 ¢ 232: See note following
RCW 46.12.635.

VEHICLE SALES, TRANSFERS, AND SECURITY
INTERESTS

46.12.650 Releasing interest—Reports of sale—
Transfer of ownership—Requirements—Penalty, excep-
tions. (1) Releasing interest. An owner releasing interest in
a vehicle shall:

(a) Sign the release of interest section provided on the
certificate of title or on a release of interest document or form
approved by the department;

(b) Give the certificate of title or most recent evidence of
ownership to the person gaining the interest in the vehicle;

(¢) Give the person gaining interest in the vehicle an
odometer disclosure statement if one is required; and

(d) Report the vehicle sold as provided in subsection (2)
of this section.

(2) Report of sale. An owner shall notify the depart-
ment, county auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by
the director in writing within five business days after a vehi-
cle is or has been:

(a) Sold;

(b) Given as a gift to another person;

(c) Traded, either privately or to a dealership;

(d) Donated to charity;

(e) Turned over to an insurance company or wrecking
yard; or

(f) Disposed of.

(3) Report of sale properly filed. A report of sale is
properly filed if it is received by the department, county audi-
tor or other agent, or subagent appointed by the director
within five business days after the date of sale or transfer and
it includes:

(a) The date of sale or transfer;

(b) The owner's full name and complete, current address;

(c) The full name and complete, current address of the
person acquiring the vehicle, including street name and num-
ber, and apartment number if applicable, or post office box
number, city or town, and postal code;

(d) The vehicle identification number and license plate
number;

(e) A date or stamp by the department showing it was
received on or before the fifth business day after the date of
sale or transfer; and

(f) Payment of the fees required under RCW 46.17.050.
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(4) Report of sale - administration. (a) The department
shall:

(i) Provide or approve reports of sale forms;

(i1) Provide a system enabling an owner to submit reports
of sale electronically;

(iii) Immediately update the department's vehicle record
when a report of sale has been filed;

(iv) Provide instructions on release of interest forms that
allow the seller of a vehicle to release their interest in a vehi-
cle at the same time a financial institution, as defined in RCW
30A.22.040, releases its lien on the vehicle; and

(v) Send a report to the department of revenue that lists
vehicles for which a report of sale has been received but no
transfer of ownership has taken place. The department shall
send the report once each quarter.

(b) A report of sale is not proof of a completed vehicle
transfer for purposes of the collection of expenses related to
towing, storage, and auction of an abandoned vehicle in situ-
ations where there is no evidence indicating the buyer knew
of or was a party to acceptance of the vehicle transfer. A con-
tract signed by the prior owner and the new owner, a certifi-
cate of title, a receipt, a purchase order or wholesale order, or
other legal proof or record of acceptance of the vehicle by the
new owner may be provided to establish legal responsibility
for the abandoned vehicle.

(5)(a) Transferring ownership. A person who has
recently acquired a vehicle by purchase, exchange, gift, lease,
inheritance, or legal action shall apply to the department,
county auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by the
director for a new certificate of title within fifteen days of
delivery of the vehicle. A secured party who has possession
of the certificate of title shall either:

(i) Apply for a new certificate of title on behalf of the
owner and pay the fee required under RCW 46.17.100; or

(i1) Provide all required documents to the owner, as long
as the transfer was not a breach of its security agreement, to
allow the owner to apply for a new certificate of title.

(b) Compliance with this subsection does not affect the
rights of the secured party.

(6) Certificate of title delivered to secured party. The
certificate of title must be kept by or delivered to the person
who becomes the secured party when a security interest is
reserved or created at the time of the transfer of ownership.
The parties must comply with RCW 46.12.675.

(7) Penalty for late transfer. A person who has recently
acquired a motor vehicle by purchase, exchange, gift, lease,
inheritance, or legal action who does not apply for a new cer-
tificate of title within fifteen calendar days of delivery of the
vehicle is charged a penalty, as described in RCW 46.17.140,
when applying for a new certificate of title. It is a misde-
meanor to fail or neglect to apply for a transfer of ownership
within forty-five days after delivery of the vehicle. The mis-
demeanor is a single continuing offense for each day that
passes regardless of the number of days that have elapsed fol-
lowing the forty-five day time period.

(8) Penalty for late transfer - exceptions. The penalty
is not charged if the delay in application is due to at least one
of the following:

(a) The department requests additional supporting docu-
ments;
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(b) The department, county auditor or other agent, or
subagent fails to perform or is neglectful;

(c) The owner is prevented from applying due to an ill-
ness or extended hospitalization;

(d) The legal owner fails or neglects to release interest;

(e) The owner did not know of the filing of a report of
sale by the previous owner and signs an affidavit to the fact;
or

(f) The department finds other conditions exist that ade-
quately explain the delay.

(9) Review and issue. The department shall review
applications for certificates of title and issue certificates of
title when it has determined that all applicable provisions of
law have been complied with.

(10) Rules. The department may adopt rules as neces-
sary to implement this section. [2016 ¢ 86 § 1; 2015 3rd sp.s.
c44 §214;2010c 161 § 309; 2008 ¢ 316 § 1; 2007 ¢ 96 § 1;
2006 ¢ 291 § 2. Prior: 2004 ¢ 223 § 1; 2004 ¢ 200 § 2; 2003 ¢
264 § 7;2002 ¢ 279 § 1; 1998 ¢ 203 § 11; 1991 ¢ 339 § 19;
1990c¢238§4;1987¢c 127§ 1;1984 ¢ 39 § 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 99
§ 1; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 281 § 38; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 1; 1967 ¢ 140 §
7. Formerly RCW 46.12.101.]

Effective date—2015 3rd sp.s. ¢ 44: See note following RCW
46.68.395.

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Finding—1998 ¢ 203: See note following RCW 46.55.105.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.652 Fraudulent report of sale filed—Proce-
dure. If a court has declared that a fraudulent report of sale
has been filed with the department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director, the court must
notify the department in writing with a copy of the court
order. Once notified, the department may remove the fraudu-
lent report of sale from the vehicle record. [2016 ¢ 86 § 3.]

46.12.655 Release of owner from liability. (1) An
owner is relieved of civil or criminal liability for the opera-
tion of a vehicle by another person when the owner has:

(a) Made a bona fide sale or transfer of a vehicle;

(b) Delivered possession of the vehicle to the person
acquiring ownership;

(c¢) Released interest in the vehicle and provided the cer-
tificate of title and registration certificate to the person
acquiring ownership; and

(d) Filed a report of sale that meets all the requirements
in RCW 46.12.650(2).

(2) A person acquiring a vehicle assumes civil or crimi-
nal liability for any traffic violation under this title, whether
designated as a traffic infraction or classified as a criminal
offense, that occurs after the date of sale or transfer of owner-
ship based on the vehicle's identification including, but not
limited to:

(a) Parking infractions;

(b) High occupancy toll lane violations; and

(c) Violations recorded by automated traffic safety cam-
eras.

(3) A person shown as the buyer of a vehicle on an aban-
doned vehicle report submitted to the department by a regis-
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tered tow truck operator assumes liability for the vehicle.
Any previous owner is relieved of civil or criminal liability
for the operation of the vehicle from the date of sale.

(4) A person who had no knowledge of the filing of the
report of sale is relieved of civil or criminal liability for the
operation of the vehicle. Liability is then transferred to the
seller shown on the report of sale. [2010 ¢ 161 § 310; 2006 ¢
291 § 3;2005 ¢ 331 § 1; 2002 ¢ 279 § 2; 1984 ¢ 39 § 2. For-
merly RCW 46.12.102.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

46.12.660 Transitional ownership record. (1) A tran-
sitional ownership record:

(a) Enables a security interest in a motor vehicle to be
perfected in a timely manner when the certificate of title is
not available at the time the security interest is created,;

(b) Provides for timely notification to security interest
holders under chapter 46.55 RCW; and

(c) Is only acceptable as an ownership record for motor
vehicles currently stored on the department's computer sys-
tem and if the certificate of title or other authorized proof of
ownership for the motor vehicle is not in the possession of the
selling vehicle dealer or new security interest holder when
the transitional ownership record is submitted to the depart-
ment.

(2) A person shall submit the transitional ownership
record to the department or to the county auditor or other
agents or subagents.

(3) A transitional ownership record must contain all of
the following information:

(a) The date of sale;

(b) The name and address of each owner of the vehicle;

(c) The name and address of each security interest
holder;

(d) The priorities of interest if there are multiple security
interest holders and the security interest holders do not jointly
hold a single security interest;

(e) The vehicle identification number, the license plate
number, if any, the year, make, and model of the vehicle;

(f) The name of the selling dealer or security interest
holder who is submitting the transitional ownership record;
and

(g) The transferee's driver's license number, if available.

(4) The report of sale form provided or approved by the
department under RCW 46.12.650 may be used by a vehicle
dealer as the transitional ownership record.

(5) A security interest is perfected in a motor vehicle on
the date the department receives the transitional ownership
record when:

(a) The requirements of this section have been met; and

(b) Any required fees have been paid.

(6)(a) The selling dealer or new security interest holder
shall submit to the department, within ten days of receipt of
the certificate of title for the vehicle, written confirmation
that only an electronic record of ownership exists or that the
certificate of title has been lost or destroyed with:

(i) An application for a new certificate of title containing
the name and address of the secured party; and
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(i) Payment of the required fees as provided in RCW
46.17.060.

(b) A security interest becomes unperfected when a
secured party fails to submit an application for a certificate of
title within the ten-day time period provided in this subsec-
tion (6), unless the security interest is perfected otherwise.
[2010 c 161 § 311; 2000 c 250 § 9A-823; 1998 ¢ 203 § 12.
Formerly RCW 46.12.103.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Finding—1998 ¢ 203: See note following RCW 46.55.105.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.665 Odometer disclosure statement required—
Exemptions. (1) The department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director shall require a
written odometer disclosure statement with every application
for a certificate of title for a motor vehicle. The odometer dis-
closure statement must be on either the certificate of title or
on a separate form approved by the department. A secure
odometer disclosure statement is required if the certificate of
title was issued after April 30, 1990. Odometer disclosure
statements must include, at a minimum, the following:

(2) The miles shown on the odometer at the time of trans-
fer of ownership, but not to include tenths of miles;

(b) The date of transfer of ownership;

(c) The transferor's printed name, current address, and
signature;

(d) The transferee's printed name, current address, and
signature;

(e) The identity of the motor vehicle, including its make,
model, year, body type, and vehicle identification number;

(f) Information that the odometer statement is required
by the federal truth in mileage act of 1986 and that failure to
complete the odometer statement or providing false informa-
tion may result in fines or imprisonment, or both; and

(g) One of the following statements:

(1) The mileage shown is actual to the best of transferor's
knowledge;

(i1) The odometer reading exceeds the mechanical limits
of the odometer to the best of the transferor's knowledge; or
(iii) The odometer reading is not the actual mileage.

If the odometer reading is under one hundred thousand
miles, the only options that can be certified are "actual to the
best of the transferor's knowledge" or "not the actual mile-
age." If the odometer reading is one hundred thousand miles
or more, the options "actual to the best of the transferor's
knowledge" or "not the actual mileage" cannot be used unless
the odometer has six digit capability.

(2) The transferee and the transferor shall each sign the
odometer disclosure statement. Only one registered owner is
required to complete the odometer disclosure statement for
the transferee, and only one owner is required to complete the
odometer disclosure statement for the transferor. When appli-
cable, both the business name and a company representative's
name must be shown on the odometer disclosure statement
when the registered owner is a business or the transferee rep-
resents a company, or both.
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(3) The transferee shall return a signed copy of the
odometer disclosure statement to the transferor at the time of
transfer of ownership.

(4) The following vehicles are not subject to odometer
disclosure requirements at the time of ownership transfer:

(a) A motor vehicle having a declared gross vehicle
weight of more than sixteen thousand pounds;

(b) A vehicle that is not self-propelled;

(c) A motor vehicle that is ten years old or older;

(d) A motor vehicle sold directly by a manufacturer to a
federal agency in conformity with contract specifications; or

(e) A new motor vehicle before its first retail sale.

(5) The requirements of this section also apply to the
transfer of a motor vehicle held:

(a) For lease when transferred to a lessee and then to the
lessor at the end of the leasehold; and

(b) In a fleet when transferred to a purchaser. [2010 ¢
161 § 312; 1990 ¢ 238 § 6. Formerly RCW 46.12.124.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.670 Assigned certificates of title filled—Trans-
fer of interest in vehicle. (1) The department shall file and
index certificates of title when assigned and returned to the
department, together with subsequent transactions so that at
all times it will be possible to trace ownership to the vehicle
designated on each certificate of title.

(2)(a) A person who acquires an interest in a vehicle,
other than by voluntary transfer, shall within fifteen days
mail or deliver to the department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director:

(i) The last certificate of title if available;

(i1) Proof of transfer; and

(iii) An application for a new certificate of title.

(b) This subsection shall not apply to transactions
described in subsection (4) of this section.

(3) A secured party named in the certificate of title who
repossesses a vehicle under a security agreement shall within
fifteen days mail or deliver to the department, county auditor
or other agent, or subagent appointed by the director:

(a) The last certificate of title;

(b) An application for a new certificate of title; and

(c) An affidavit made by or on the behalf of the secured
party that the vehicle was repossessed and that the interest of
the owner was lawfully terminated or sold under the terms of
the security agreement.

(4) A secured party named in the certificate of title who
holds the vehicle for resale is not required to apply for a new
certificate of title. When the vehicle is sold, the secured party
shall promptly mail or deliver to the buyer or to the depart-
ment, county auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by
the director:

(a) The certificate of title;

(b) An affidavit made by or on the behalf of the secured
party that the vehicle was repossessed and that the interest of
the owner was lawfully terminated or sold under the terms of
the security agreement; and

(c) Any other documents required to be sent to the
department by the buyer. [2010¢ 161 § 313;2010 ¢ 8 § 9005;
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1967 ¢ 140 § 3; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.130. Prior: 1959 ¢ 166 §
11; prior: 1947 ¢ 164 § 4(d); 1937 ¢ 188 § 6(d); Rem. Supp.
1947 § 6312-6(d). Formerly RCW 46.12.130.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2010 ¢ 8 § 9005 and by
2010 ¢ 161 § 313, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are
incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.675 Perfection of security interest—Procedure.
(1) A security interest in a vehicle other than one held as
inventory by a manufacturer or a dealer and for which a cer-
tificate of title is required is perfected only by:

(a) Complying with the requirements of RCW 46.12.660
or this section;

(b) Receipt by the department, county auditor or other
agent, or subagent appointed by the director of:

(1) The existing certificate of title, if any;

(i1) An application for a certificate of title containing the
name and address of the secured party; and

(iii) Payment of the required fees.

(2) A security interest is perfected when it is created if
the secured party's name and address appear on the most
recently issued certificate of title or, if not, it is created when
the department, county auditor or other agent, or subagent
appointed by the director receives the certificate of title or an
application for a certificate of title and the fees required in
subsection (1) of this section.

(3) If a vehicle is subject to a security interest when
brought into this state, perfection of the security interest is
determined by the law of the jurisdiction where the vehicle
was when the security interest was attached, subject to the
following:

(a) The security interest continues perfected in this state
if the name of the secured party is shown on the existing cer-
tificate of title issued by that jurisdiction. The name of the
secured party must be shown on the certificate of title issued
for the vehicle by this state. The security interest continues
perfected in this state when the department issues the certifi-
cate of title.

(b) If the security interest was not perfected under the
law of the jurisdiction where the vehicle was when the secu-
rity interest was attached, it may be perfected in this state.
Perfection begins when the department receives the informa-
tion and fees required in subsection (1) of this section.

(4)(a) After a certificate of title has been issued, the reg-
istered owner or secured party must apply to the department,
county auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by the
director for a new certificate of title when a security interest
is granted on a vehicle. Within ten days after creating a secu-
rity agreement, the registered owner or secured party must
submit:

(i) An application for a certificate of title;

(i1) The certificate of title last issued for the vehicle, or
other documentation required by the department; and

(iii) The fee required in RCW 46.17.100.

(b) If satisfied that a certificate of title should be reis-
sued, the department shall change the vehicle record and
issue a new certificate of title to the secured party.
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(5) A secured party shall release the security interest
when the conditions within the security agreement have been
met and there is no further secured obligation. The secured
party must either:

(a) Assign the certificate of title to the registered owner
or the registered owner's designee and send the certificate of
title to the department, county auditor or other agent, or sub-
agent appointed by the director with the fee required in RCW
46.17.100; or

(b) Assign the certificate of title to the person acquiring
the vehicle from the registered owner with the registered
owner's release of interest.

(6) The department shall issue a new certificate of title to
the registered owner when the department receives the
release of interest and required fees as provided in subsection
(5)(a) of this section.

(7) A secured party is liable for one hundred dollars pay-
able to the registered owner or person acquiring the vehicle
from the registered owner when:

(a) The secured party fails to either assign the certificate
of title to the registered owner or to the person acquiring the
vehicle from the registered owner or apply for a new certifi-
cate of title within ten days after proper demand; and

(b) The failure of the secured party to act as described in
(a) of this subsection results in a loss to the registered owner
or person acquiring the vehicle from the registered owner.
[2012 ¢ 74 § 14;2010c 161 § 316; 2007 ¢ 96 § 2; 2002 ¢ 352
§ 5. Prior: 1997 ¢ 432 § 5; 1997 ¢ 241 § 5; 1994 ¢ 262 § 6;
1979 ex.s. ¢ 113 § 2; 1975 ¢ 25 § 13; 1967 ¢ 140 § 4; 1961 ¢
12 § 46.12.170; prior: 1951 ¢ 269 § 4; 1947 c 164 § 5; 1939 ¢
182 § 2; 1937 ¢ 188 § 7; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-7. For-
merly RCW 46.12.170.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.680 Ownership in doubt—Procedure. (1) The
department, county auditor or other agent, or subagent
appointed by the director may register a vehicle and withhold
issuance of a certificate of title or require a bond as a condi-
tion of issuing a certificate of title if the department is not sat-
isfied:

(a) As to the ownership of the vehicle; or

(b) That there are no undisclosed security interests in the
vehicle.

(2) A person who is unable to provide satisfactory evi-
dence of ownership may:

(a) Apply for ownership in doubt and receive either a:

(i) Registration without a certificate of title for a
three-year period; or

(i1) A bonded certificate of title with or without registra-
tion as described in subsection (3) of this section; or

(b) Petition any district court or superior court of any
county in this state to receive a judgment awarding owner-
ship of the vehicle.

(3) A person who is either required by the department,
county auditor or other agent, or subagent appointed by the
director to file a bond or wants a certificate of title for a vehi-
cle when ownership is in doubt shall file the bond for a three-
year period. The bond must:
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(a) Be in the form approved by the department;

(b) Be in an amount equal to one and one-half times the
value of the vehicle as determined by the department;

(c) Be signed by the applicant and the bonding agent;
and

(d) Offer protection to any previous owner, secured
party, future purchaser, or their successors against any
expense, loss, or damage, including reasonable attorneys'
fees.

(4) A person who has or has held an interest in the vehi-
cle may, during the three-year ownership in doubt period,
petition any district court or superior court of any county in
this state to receive a judgment either awarding ownership of
the vehicle or be compensated for any expense, loss, or dam-
age, including reasonable attorneys' fees. The total claim
must not be more than the amount of the bond if a bond has
been filed with the department.

(5) A person who has applied for ownership in doubt
may apply for a certificate of title at any time during the
three-year ownership in doubt period when satisfactory evi-
dence of ownership becomes available. At the end of the
three-year ownership in doubt period, the owner must apply
to the department, county auditor or other agent, or subagent
appointed by the director for a certificate of title. The new
certificate of title will not include reference to the bond if a
bond was filed with the department.

(6) A person applying for ownership in doubt must have
acquired the vehicle by purchase, exchange, gift, lease, or
inheritance from the owner of record or interim owner.

(7) Ownership in doubt does not apply to:

(a) Unauthorized vehicles, as defined in RCW
46.55.010;

(b) Abandoned vehicles, as defined in RCW 46.55.010;

(c) Snowmobiles, as defined in RCW 46.04.546; or

(d) Washington vehicle dealer sales, as defined in RCW
46.70.011. [2010 ¢ 161 § 314; 1990 ¢ 250 § 30; 1967 ¢ 140 §
9. Formerly RCW 46.12.151.]

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws

of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

SPECIFIC VEHICLES

46.12.690 Campers. A camper is considered a vehicle
for the purposes of certificates of title, perfection of security
interests, and registrations. The director may adopt rules to
implement this section. [2010 c 161 § 321; 2010 ¢ 8 § 9007,
1979 ¢ 158 § 136; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 6. Formerly RCW
46.12.280.]

Reviser's note: This section was amended by 2010 ¢ 8 § 9007 and by
2010 ¢ 161 § 321, each without reference to the other. Both amendments are

incorporated in the publication of this section under RCW 1.12.025(2). For
rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date—Intent—Legislation to reconcile chapter 161, Laws
of 2010 and other amendments made during the 2010 legislative ses-
sion—2010 ¢ 161: See notes following RCW 46.04.013.

Additional notes found at www.leg.wa.gov

46.12.691 Custom vehicles. (1) When applying for a
certificate of title for a custom vehicle for the first time, the
owner of the custom vehicle must:
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(a) Submit a certification that the custom vehicle:

(i) Will be maintained for occasional transportation,
exhibitions, club activities, parades, tours, and similar uses;
and

(i1) Will not be used for general daily transportation; and

(b) Provide a certificate of vehicle inspection as required
under RCW 46.12.560(4).

(2) The model year and the year of manufacture that are
listed on the certificate of title of a custom vehicle must be the
model year and year of manufacture that the body of the cus-
tom vehicle resembles.

(3) The presence of modern equipment including, but not
limited to, brakes, engines, or seat belts, or the presence of
optional equipment referenced in RCW 46.37.518, on a cus-
tom vehicle does not invalidate the year of manufacture on
the certificate of title.

(4) A custom vehicle must be registered under RCW
46.18.220. [2011c 114 §4.]

Effective date—2011 ¢ 114: See note following RCW 46.04.572.

46.12.695 Kit vehicles. (1) A person who applies for an
original certificate of title for a kit vehicle shall provide:

(a) The manufacturer's certificate of origin or an equiva-
lent document if the kit vehicle is a new manufactured vehi-
cle kit or body kit;

(b) The certificate of title or a certified copy or equiva-
lent document for the frame;

(¢) Proof of ownership for all major parts used in the
construction of the vehicle. Major parts include the frame,
engine, axles, transmission, and any other parts that carry
vehicle identification numbers;

(d) Bills of sale or invoices for all major components
used in the construction of the vehicle. The bills of sale must
be notarized unless the vendor is registered with the depart-
ment of revenue for the collection of retail sales or use tax
and must include:

(i) The names and addresses of the seller and purchaser;

(i1) A description of the vehicle or part being sold,
including the make, model, and identification or serial num-
ber or the yard number if from a wrecking yard,;

(iii) The date of sale; and

(iv) The purchase price of the vehicle or part;

(e) A certificate of vehicle inspection completed by the
Washington state patrol or other authorized inspector verify-
ing the vehicle identification number, and year and make
when applicable. A Washington state patrol vehicle identifi-
cation number inspector must ensure that all parts are docu-
mented by certificates of title, notarized bills of sale, or busi-
ness receipts, such as those obtained from a wrecking yard
purchase;

(f) A completed declaration of value form to determine
the value for excise tax purposes if the purchase cost and year
is unknown or incomplete;

(g) Payment of use tax on the frame and all component
parts used, unless proof of payment of the sales or use tax is
submitted; and

(h) An odometer disclosure statement on all originals
and transfers of certificates of title for kit vehicles under ten
years old, unless otherwise exempt by law.

(2) If the frame from a donor vehicle is used and the
remainder of the donor vehicle is to be sold or destroyed, the
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certificate of title is required as an ownership document to the
buyer. The department may make a certified copy of the cer-
tificate of title for documentation of the frame for