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Washington State Association of County Engineers (WSACE)

Founded in 1906
 Board of Directors
Full membership of Washington’s 39 counties

The mission of the Washington State Association of County Engineers, as an
affiliate member of the Washington State Association of Counties (WSAC), is
to enhance leadership effectiveness by providing more opportunities for
professional development, building professional relationships, and advocating
stewardship of the environment and infrastructure with which we have been
entrusted, for the benefit of present and future generations.
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Statewide Road System

Centerline miles

County’s own close to 50% of Washington’s road system and

45% of bridges statewide

State Highways,
7,056

City Streets,
16,940

County Roads,
39,273

County Bridges,
3,325
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How do counties pay for roads?

County Road Fund Revenue Sources

Property taxes & other taxes
52.2%

Federal grants
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State shared revenues & grants
21.3% Other revenue
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Source: CRAB 2018 Annual Report
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How do counties pay for roads?

County Road Property Tax

* Levy up to S2.25 per $1,000 A.V.
e Limited by 1% annual growth (plus new construction)
 May be increased with voter approval (lid lift)

* May exceed $2.25 (within 1% limit) if total county levy and road levy
does not exceed $4.05

 Under certain rules and regulations counties may divert and shift road
funds

Counties are now forced to move over S60 million, or 11.5% of the
2019 road levy

Diversions pay for critical law enforcement services
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How do counties pay for roads?

County Road Fund Revenue Sources

Property taxes & other taxes Federal grants
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How do counties pay for roads?

State Shared Transportation Revenue

e Motor Vehicle Fuel Tax (MVFT) Share
*4.423 cents per gallon - distributed through “10-30-30-30” formula

*0.50 cents added to regular distribution with adoption of 9.5 cent
Transportation Partnership Act in 2005

*0.45 cents for County Arterial Preservation Program (CAPP) (~S38
million/biennium)

*0.58 cents for Rural Arterial Program (RAP) (~$45.7 million/biennium)
- Total is approximately 6 cents.
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http://www.crab.wa.gov/mvft/mvft.cfm
http://www.crab.wa.gov/mvft/mvft.cfm
http://www.crab.wa.gov/programs/capp.cfm
http://www.crab.wa.gov/programs/rap.cfm

How do counties pay for roads?

Gas Tax Distributions
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How do counties pay for roads?

Other state transportation revenue sources

S1.5 million from Motor Vehicle Fund for CAPP in 2005

S5 million per year additional for CAPP in 2011-13, 2015-17 transportation budget

$12.6 million per year additional from Connecting Washington Program — ongoing

S 11.5 million per year from Transportation Improvement Board
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How do counties pay for roads?

County Road Fund Revenue Sources

Property taxes & other taxes

52.2% Federal grants

9.1%
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How do counties pay for roads?

Federal Transportation Revenue

* Provides funding for cities, counties, transit, pedestrian, and other transportation needs;
 Funding allocated to counties primarily through regional prioritization processes:

Bridge Preservation Program (does not provide funding for short-span bridges 20 feet, or less, in
length [~5,000]);

Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Program;
Surface Transportation Program (STP);
* Funding allocated to counties through grant programs:
Highway Safety Improvement Program
Rail Crossing Program
National Freight Program
Transportation Alternatives Program
Recreational Trails Program
National Highway System Preservation Program
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How do counties pay for roads?

ICOUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL TAX TAXES MSC
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System Responsibilities
Where counties spend road dollars

Preservation & Maintenance Projects
Chip seal
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System Responsibilities
Where counties spend road dollars

Preservation & Maintenance Projects
Snow plowing
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System Responsibilities
Where counties spend road dollars

Preservation & Maintenance Projects
Bridge Maintenance
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System Responsibilities
Where counties spend road dollars

Fish passage & culvert replacement projects

* WSACE
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System Responsibilities
Where counties spend road dollars

Preservation & Maintenance Projects
Gravel Roads
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System Responsibilities
Where counties spend road dollars

Grading

Pothole repair

Crack sealing
Roadway patching
Rebuilding shoulders
Ditching

Culvert maintenance
Stormwater facilities maintenance
Bridge inspection
Bridge repair

Sign maintenance
Guardrail repair
Traffic markings
Snow and Ice

Street cleaning
Brush control

Ferries

Litter control

Slope repair

Emergency repair

NPDES inspections and maintenance
Sidewalks

Street lighting

Traffic control devices

Development review

Engineering support for minor activities
Customer inquiries and support
Permitting compliance

Surveying

Monument preservation

Admin and reporting
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Roadway preservation-Chip Sealing, paving

Grant Match dollars
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Where counties spend road dollars

West Cashmere Bridge Replacement Project
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Where counties spend road dollars

20

West Cashmere Bridge Replacement Project

AWARDED
BRAC (Bridge Replacement Advisory Committee)

MPO (Metropolitan Planning Organization)
(STBG P) (Statewide Transp. Block Grant

Program)

Legislative Discretionary (WSDOT)
RAP (Rural Arterial Program)
Private (Crunch Pak)

FMSIB (Freight Mobility Strategic Investment
Board)

Local Match

$12,000,000

$ 2,600,000

$ 2,000,000
$ 2,500,000
$ 150,000
$ 3,000,000

$ 1,250,000
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Where counties spend road dollars

West Cashmere Bridge Replacement Project

 New Structure Length 952 feet

* Total Main Bridge Span 732 feet

* Bridge Ramps Down to a Roundabout

* Bridge Maintains the Only Overhead Crossing of the RR in and around Cashmere

21
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Where counties spend road dollars

Burlington Northern Overpass Bridge Replacement Project
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Where counties spend road dollars

Burlington Northern Overpass Bridge Replacement Project

PROJECT TOTAL
Design $1,402 406
Right-of-way $34,117
Construction $12,109,806
Construction Engineering and Management $1,821,701
$15,368,030
AWARDED
BRAC (Bridge Replacement Advisory Committee) $12,000,000
Legislative Funds (Connecting Washington) $2,000,000
FMSIB (Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board) $2,000,000
Economic Development (Skagit County) $500,000
TTBP (Tribal Transportation Bridge Program) $900,000
—$77.400,000
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Where counties spend road dollars

Burlington Northern Overpass Bridge Replacement Project

* New Structure Length 1,194 feet

* Total Main Bridge Span 398 feet

* Wider: safer for bicycles and pedestrians
* Bridge allows for second track for RxR
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Impacts of declining revenues

* Limited grant opportunities for county roads;

e Reduced service;

* Limited capacity for new legislative and permit requirements;
 Missed grant opportunities due to lack of matching funds;

e Deferred maintenance can result in costs 8x what it would cost in
preservation dollars;

 Over 600 deficient bridges in the county system;

* 3,200+ fish blocking culverts in state injunction case area — S5 billion and

climbing WSME
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The State of County Roads
Opportunities

e Surface Transportation federal fund exchange program;
* Local revenue authority;

* Fish passage banking;

* Phasing out studded tires;

* Providing adequate funding for new responsibilities.
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Questions?
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