Reclaiming Public Land for
Equitable Development
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Resolves issues caused by air
& noise pollution by reducing
them.

Resolves saofety issues.

Increases walkability and
livability.

Presentsaonceina
generation opportunity to
address displacement of
communities of color.
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Values Driving Reconnect South Park

Neighbor-Led
Place-based

Asset-based

Power-aware
Newsworthy!

Collaborative: Practical & Technical
knowledge, We Link Our Different

Strengths!




South Park Context










The cumulative impacts of these environmental burdens result in a lower life expectancy
for South Park residents compared with other Seattle neighbborhoods.
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Traffic-Related Air Pollution (TRAP) is shown

Rl RSy
to cause health problems for those living ; fo ' Cmmunit_y Center
within 500 meters of a highway. e ' T ¢ Ny .
®| Community Center A 3

Most places where South Park youth Raainions i
gather and spend their time, such as P e ‘
the elementary school, library, and €k S o
community center are directly oo M

° ° oncord Elementary g7
adjacent to Highway 99. -

Most South Park residences are within the
Highway 99 TRAP zone, and many people are
impacted by the SR 509 TRAP zone as well.
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Living next to
highways has been
shown to cause many
adverse health
outcomes,
particularly for youth
ond the elderly.

These include:

e Asthma

e Decreased lung
function

e Cardiovascular disease
e Adverse birth outcomes
e Childhood cancer

e Depression
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Getting across the highway is also
dangerous, and causes many
safety concerns.

Youth can often be seen running across the
highway to avoid the “scary” trail.




Recently, the City

of Seattle has

lbeen responding to
community concerns
about these health and
safety issues. Severadl
recent and planned
City investments have
aimed to mitigate
these problems.

Seattle Porks'is
mvestlng $750 000

, or :
ployground to the S
other side of the

“property.

8th avenue trail entrances and is

funding art installations along the
trail corridor.

Seattle City Light
has mst,alle Dew

underpassandon
the 8th avenue trail
to improve safety.
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Removing this segment of 99 would
free up over 40 acres of land for
affordable housing, local mobility,
community owned businesses, parks,
and amenities that serve the people of
South Park.




Feasibility




. o 124kttie

S N Yesler Terrace

41 k* I 148 k:kson st

1ek (. z
N :
Park bid =
293(0’ 7-‘ - 1221(—-‘!- Tnlianoyidlidl 143 K B 142k~ § s
Duwamishy, 'ead oL ; 2 7 & -— = N.
Greenbelt 66 k: 2 ': 25’ k: %d\ ® % 134"7
| alsr cans HER
ol 1 253k L 1ke < 4§ i lsl
l n Wasl, ington ~ 149 ki 166 k!
West Seattle 197k Dot sard SE:40th St
2%k J
lover St Y ~ ¢
= ‘ C ey - @ i
2 86k \ | 280k > z “‘;,g
< RSN | = i 2:
= Puget Botley avd E @ < ] S <t Q ’
= & < é \ G20 South Seattle 'Z o3
® 49k’ \ © A ~ ‘ pe oo
>, o . 2 (7] Z Sew.rd Pak > (g
. West Duwami. h ‘ 5 205 k -} 2.'S Orcas St ‘e, o~ LG3!
5 Greenbelt % i => g 7,
man Beach 62_ kil o= °,;'\ = § %
Park i 2% o
102k 2R Pioneer Park 153 k
- d‘\ Holly Park
1 f West Duw: 27 k ’ \"f\\' Brighton
Traffic counts for this segment of the CUPE N, B 2y .
. . Highland Pa, : \ i Nirport\ B 1) @ 2 145k
highway are relatively low. e . zek 5% o \
SW Trenton St 83k \’ £ =
\ » i %z 154 k
O 5 L)
White Center \ 29k '\ C Kenr’fdale
63k A \ 144 k
\ o Lake Washington |
= 40k \ * Rainier B.'ach o
Arb: r Heights @ O 199k 2 2 149 k* <
Arroyo 1eights  $ % ] at) g Lakerid: d
pak s o 41k e SR 135 k
£ . a0 a { 205k & Bryn Mawr X
Y ¢85k < i \ ton
£ < £ 39k ~ 33k 227k
= Mt View = l - - e N . (;- & >
! ks ook Rep, 2% 2188k
% ' \ @ Y Skyway 2 = E MRerj\(.on | ¢ e .
o | Pt 3 unicipa F
) AT K oaen/st 2z 51k /32 k LQS ® Alirport : 140
Inglesea < i % N\ 7 ¥ N
= i 7) o - Rlver'ton % 183 k \ o
= o w o< 1 ", S.132nd St 1832k
o ; ﬁaksvme 3 b waruswer Golf 80k o
Seahurst (Ed sy <P ke =19k o p
Munré) Pai e S nk 20k v @k
USRS £ T Bk S b v Black River, o » 175k <
I S 1441254 K N Forest 7k -y
28 k S 146th St 155k;>
SW 149th St Bul ommG3 Klor ST | Iy 5
z / Ll R i Sl 11 1 91k.94k =
° a1k <183 kan 73 k - s
Z S6k o T 159 k 'J iz
= i s ic 17'; e S gy k8
S 26k 2k oot "?? i 126k ". 2

\ ’ Cty of Serhi? EL Courty, WhsSaes Tuka IS, I, -3 Jmnh Sﬁ"mc-mph.

Ind Trail
ndiagsicl 2 k@ AR S LR NALE JBGS, Bunsa. OMLE7ehidanaaeient CRix 355 LEIBE 16



S'Jackson St

)
(1) 2
- 2 L
- a > aceyiViMurrowiBr
4 = & 2 g
o >
@ >a T < %
> -4 =] ©
< T a = v
RT3

SE 40th St

99

2]

» g Estimated Travel %

@ = Time Impacts: >

< & 0-7 minutes e

= uth Seattle »

- .
<
o
~

Z S Orcas St

Neighborhood
gateways/ traffic
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It would be possible to remove this
portion of the highway and divert
traffic away from residential areas

using existing road networks.
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Our team recently completed a scale model of the 99 corridor through South Park. Using the model,

people can lift off the highway, and imagine what their neighborhood could look like without it.



Thoughts? Questions?
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There's a growing movement
to undo the damage
of urban highways.



Many organized efforts are underway
across the U.S. advocating for
highway removal.

THIS MOVEMENT HAS BEEN GETTING INCREASED ATTENTION FROM
THE PRESS AND ELECTED LEADERS.

Removel plan proposed
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Can Removing Highways Fix

America’s Cities? g
Cities around the country explore removing

From Urban Renewal to Highway
Removal

Advocates — and planners — are pushing to tear down the freeways that divided and bulldozed By Nadja Popovich, Josh Williams and Denise Lu May 27, 2021

B coboooss ' ' elevated hlghways wnth ederal funding
5 S ROCHESTER, N.Y. — Built in the 1950s to speed suburban
% La n g u ag e Li commuters to and from downtown, Rochester’s Inner Loop
destroyed hundreds of homes and businesses, replacing them with

b s ¢
. !
- Of H l g hway ,,L\ a broad, concrete trench that separated downtown from the rest of

wor

the city.

Now, the city is looking to repair the damage. It started by filling in
a nearly-mile-long section of the sunken road, slowly stitching a
neighborhood back together. Today, visitors of the Inner Loop’s
eastern segment would hardly know a highway once ran beneath
their feet.

As midcentury highways reach the end of their life spans, cities
across the country are having to choose whether to rebuild or
reconsider them. And a growing number, like Rochester, are
choosing to take them down.

In order to accommodate cars and commuters, many cities
“basically destroyed themselves,” said Norman Garrick, a

How Highway Removal Can Benefit Cities If They Can Tear Down This

Highway in Texas... Yes, Texas!

Can Biden's Plan to Remove Urban Highways Cities across the country are reevaluating the impacts of major highway on

Improve the Health of American Cities? : . T . Texas planned to spend $25 billion widening highways to relieve congestion.
i dfm B b o o s s o o SO S by o rsadasas nel g hborhoods and looki ng for wa yS to revitalize and reconnect communities. But a movement to tear them down instead is growing in influence—even

Bt reversing the damage done by such rojects can be complcated, advocates say June 1, 2021, 7:00 AM PDT here in the Lone Star State.

Y Kaiser Health News . w 5 y s Kimbl
By Diana lonescu W @aworkoffiction By Megan Kimble
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