
Washington Territory came close 
to granting women the vote several 
times in the 19th century. A suffrage 
proposal in 1854 failed by one vote, 
and another in 1881 passed the 
Territorial House but was rejected 
by the Council. Persistent advocacy 
by the Washington Equal Suffrage 
Association—founded in 1871 by 
Susan B. Anthony and Abigail Scott 
Duniway—led the Legislature to 
approve full voting rights for women 
in 1883. The Territorial Supreme 
Court struck this down in 1887, and 
a replacement law in 1888 was also 
overturned. Opposition intensified 
as women voters pushed against 
liquor interests. When Washington 
drafted its state constitution in 1889, 
delegates excluded women’s suffrage; 
male voters then rejected it (along 
with prohibition) in separate ballot 
measures.

In 1910, Washington voters approved 
Amendment 6, finally granting women 
the right to vote and making the state 
the fifth in the nation—and the first on 
the West Coast—to do so. The national 
movement broke its long stalemate, 
culminating in the ratification of the 
19th Amendment in 1920.

Women’s representation in state 
legislature grew steadily afterward. 
Washington led the nation in 1998 and 
2004, electing 38.78% and 36.73% 
women respectively, and it continues 
to rank among the top states for 
female lawmakers.
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*1995 begins tracking by year.

Data pre 1981 is available in Legislative 
tabular history.

Year Senate House Total Members Percent
2026 21 45 66 147 44.89%
2025 20 46 66 147 44.89%
2024 20 47 67 147 45.58%
2023 20 47 67 147 45.58%
2022 20 42 62 147 42.18%
2021 19 42 61 147 41.50%
2020 19 40 59 147 40.14%
2019 20 40 60 147 40.82%
2018 19 36 55 147 37.41%
2017 18 36 54 147 36.73%
2016 17 33 50 147 34.01%
2015 18 31 49 147 33.33%
2014 18 30 48 147 32.65%
2013 17 28 45 147 30.61%
2012 18 29 47 147 31.97%
2011 17 30 47 147 31.97%
2010 19 29 48 147 32.65%
2009 19 29 48 147 32.65%
2008 20 32 52 147 35.37%
2007 20 28 48 147 32.65%
2006 20 29 49 147 33.33%
2005 20 29 49 147 33.33%
2004 23 31 54 147 36.73%
2003 21 33 54 147 36.73%
2002 23 34 57 147 38.78%
2001 23 34 57 147 38.78%
2000 23 37 60 147 40.82%
1999 23 37 60 147 40.82%
1998 22 35 57 147 38.78%
1997 23 35 58 147 39.46%
1996 21 40 61 147 41.50%

1995* 20 38 58 147 39.46%
1993 18 40 58 147 39.46%
1991 12 35 47 147 31.97%
1989 10 32 42 147 28.57%
1987 7 30 37 147 25.17%
1985 7 28 35 147 23.81%
1983 8 20 28 147 19.05%
1981 8 27 35 147 23.81%
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