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Agriculture & Natural Resources 
 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

October Work Session TBA • To be determined 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • To be determined 

 

 

RELATED INTERIM COMMITTEES 
DATE COMMITTEE/ 

TYPE 
LOCATION SUBJECTS 

April 30 Joint Legislative 
Committee on Water 
Supply During 
Drought/Work Session 

Virtual • Update on the status of this 
year’s snowpack, reservoir 
levels, and drought conditions 

• Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

October Joint Legislative 
Committee on Water 
Supply During 
Drought/Work Session 

Virtual • To be determined 

 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Summary of Agricultural Fees 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Elena Becker 360-786-7493 

References:  Title 15 RCW, Title 16 RCW, Title 69 RCW 

Staff will prepare a comparison table of agriculture-related fees including livestock 
inspection fees, dairy inspection program assessments, shellfish inspection fees, and others. 
The summary will compare fee amounts, statutorily established fee-setting processes, and 
renewal cycles. 

 

Summary of Data and Research on the Agriculture Sector in Washington 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Elena Becker 360-786-7493 

References:  USDA Census of Agriculture, WSDA Assessment of Agricultural Viability, USDA 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Staff will summarize existing research on the current state of agriculture in Washington, 
including the impacts of state and federal policies on inputs, markets, and agricultural viability. 
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Fish and Wildlife Governance 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Jeff Olsen 360-786-7428 

References:  Title 77 RCW 

Staff will summarize relevant state agency governance models including the role of 
commissions in agency governance and the appointment of agency directors by a commission.  
The review will include a summary of the duties and roles of the Fish and Wildlife Commission 
and the Director of Fish and Wildlife, including options for how to structure duties if the 
director is appointed by the Governor. 

 

Trust Land Management in Washington 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Jeff Olsen 360-786-7428 

References:  Title 79 RCW 

Staff will summarize the existing statutory guidelines for managing Department of Natural 
Resources' trust lands. 

 

Joint Legislative Committee on Water Supply During Drought 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff: Jeff Olsen 360-786-7428 

References: RCW 90.86 

The Joint Legislative Committee on Water Supply During Drought may convene from time 
to time at the call of the chair when a drought advisory or drought emergency order is in effect, 
or when the chair determines, in consultation with the Department of Ecology, it is likely such 
an order will be issued within the next year.  

When a drought conditions order is in effect, Ecology must provide the Drought Committee 
with at least monthly reports describing drought response activities of Ecology and other state 
and federal agencies.  

The Drought Committee is authorized to make recommendations to the Legislature on 
budgetary and legislative actions to improve the state's drought response programs and 
planning.  If a drought advisory or drought emergency order is declared, committee staff will 
provide support to the committee, assist as directed by members of the committee, and draft 
legislation as requested. 
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Business, Trade & Economic Development 

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

May Tour Seattle - 
Lumen Field 

• Lumen Field FIFA preparations 
tour and working lunch on the 
economic development impact 
of the FIFA World Cup 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • Public banking update 

• Washington State Space 
Economy:  
o local government and federal 

partnerships 
o creation of a State Space 

Commission 

 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Space Commission 

Completion Date:  December 7, 2026 Staff:  William Bridges 360-786-7312 

References: Business, Trade & Economic Development Committee Work Session on December 
4, 2025. 

Presentations to the committee on Washington’s space economy have sparked an interest 
in the creation of a State Space Commission to promote commercial space opportunities in 
the state.   

Committee staff will work with representatives of commercial space companies in 
Washington, the Governor's Office, and the Department of Commerce to plan a work session 
on creating a space commission in Washington.  Legislation will be drafted as requested. 

 

Public Bank 

Completion Date:  December 31, 2026 Staff:  William Bridges 360-786-7312 

References: ESSB 5998 (2026), section 156. 

The Legislature appropriated $300,000 to the Department of Financial Institutions for a 
public bank work group that will develop a report on implementing a Washington state public 
bank. Committee staff will monitor the workgroup and draft legislation as requested. 
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Prediction Markets 

Completion Date:  December 31, 2026 Staff:  John Kim 360-786-7453 

References:  State of Washington v. KalshiEX, LLC 

In March 2026, the State of Washington filed a complaint for injunctive and other relief 
against KalshiEX, LLC, alleging that Kalshi’s prediction market platform violates Washington’s 
Gambling Act and the Consumer Protection Act. 

Staff will review Washington’s Gambling Act and monitor the action, as well as actions 
and legal developments in other states and by the federal government. Staff will monitor 
meetings and provide information, plan work sessions, and draft legislation as requested. 

 

Wildfires and Property Insurance  

Completion Date:  December 31, 2026  Staff:  John Kim 360-786-7453  

References:  SHB 1539 (2025), SB 5919 (2026), ESSB 5928 (2026), SSB 6079 (2026)   

In 2025, the Legislature commissioned a work group to study and provide 
recommendations on wildfire mitigation and resiliency standards, including those specifically 
related to property insurance. In 2026, the Legislature considered various legislative 
proposals related to wildfire and property insurance.  

Staff will monitor nationwide property insurance trends during the 2026 wildfire 
season and provide information, plan work sessions, and draft legislation as requested.  

 

 

Tribal Gaming Compacts  

Completion Date:  December 31, 2026 Staff:  William Bridges 360-786-7312 
            John Kim 360-786-7453 

References:  RCW 9.46.360 

Within thirty days after receiving a proposed compact from the Director of the Gambling 
Commission, one standing committee from each house of the legislature—currently the 
Senate Business, Financial Services, Gaming & Trade Committee and the House Regulated 
Substances & Gaming Committee—must hold a public hearing on the proposed compact and 
forward the respective comments to the Gambling Commission.  

Committee staff will monitor the trends related to the tribal compacts.  
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 Early Learning & K-12 Education  

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • To be determined 

 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Early Learning and K-12 Education Legislatively Created Groups with Legislative Members  

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Ailey Kato 360-786-7434 
           Alex Fairfortune 360-786-7416 
           Elena Becker 360-786-7493 

References:  ESB 6620, Sec. 3 (2016); 2SHB 2737, Sec. 1 (2020); E2SSB 5828, Sec. 3 (2007); 
2SSB 5973, Sec. 2 (2009); SHB 2455, Sec. 2 (2004); HB 2402 (2020); SSB 5248 (2009); ESHB 
2049 (2025), Sec. 3; SSB 6428, Sec. 15 and 17 (1992); HB 1679, Sec. 1 (2023) 

The Legislature has created a number of councils, committees, task forces, work groups, 
and advisory groups with legislators as members. Committee staff will provide research and 
support to the individual legislators serving on the following legislatively created groups as 
requested: 

• Annual School Safety Summit  

• Children and Youth Behavioral Health Work Group  

• Early Learning Advisory Council 

• Educational Opportunity Gap Oversight and Accountability Committee  

• Financial Education Public-Private Partnership  

• Graduation: A Team Effort Partnership Advisory Committee 

• Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children  

• K-12 Funding Equity Work Group  

• State Interagency Coordinating Council for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities and 
their Families  

• Work Group to Address the Needs of Students in Foster Care, Experiencing 
Homelessness, or In or Exiting Juvenile Rehabilitation Facilities 

 

  

https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2015-16/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6620.SL.pdf?q=20240312092533
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2737-S2.SL.pdf?q=20240312092353
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2007-08/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5828-S2.SL.pdf?q=20240312092614
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5973-S2.SL.pdf?q=20240312092721
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2003-04/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2455-S.SL.pdf?q=20240312092805
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2402.SL.pdf?q=20240312092900
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5248-S.SL.pdf?q=20240312092945
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2049-S.SL.pdf?q=20260330101752
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/2049-S.SL.pdf?q=20260330101752
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/1991-92/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6428-S.SL.pdf?q=20240312093523
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1679.SL.pdf?q=20240312093719
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Parental Rights in K-12 Education Update 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Ailey Kato 360-786-7434 

References:  Title 28A RCW; Chapter 43.06B; Title 392 WAC   

During the 2022 interim, staff initially identified and categorized state law, rules, and 
model policies that refer to and require certain actions involving parents, guardians, and 
families. These references were formatted into a table and organized into certain categories. 

Staff will continue to review recently passed legislation for actions involving parents, 
guardians, and families and add any references to the table. 

 

Educational Service Districts Duties and Funding 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Ailey Kato 360-786-7434 

References:  Chapter 28A.310 RCW 

State law established educational service districts (ESDs) as regional agencies intended to 
provide cooperative and informational services to school districts; assist the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction and the State Board of Education in the performance of their respective 
statutory or constitutional duties; and provide services to assure educational opportunities. 

Staff will review state law and identify duties and responsibilities assigned to ESDs along 
with a brief history of any corresponding state funding over the last 10 years. 

 

Superintendent Salaries 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Alex Fairfortune 360-786-7416 

References:  Chapter 28A.400 RCW 

State law requires school district boards of directors to elect a superintendent who 
supervises the departments of schools and carries out such other powers and duties 
prescribed by law. The school board may contract with a superintendent for a term not to 
exceed three years.   

Staff will review superintendent salary and benefit data, including analyzing information 
provided by the Washington Association of School Administrators. If necessary, staff will also 
review individual superintendent contracts to identify additional benefits with monetary value 
that may not be included in base salary data. Staff will summarize the findings for members. 

 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?Cite=28A
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.06B
https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.310
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28a.400


Early Learning & K-12 Education 
-7- 

Continuing Education Requirements for Educators 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Elena Becker 360-786-7493 

References:  Chapter 181-85 WAC 

Most certificated educators need to earn 100 continuing education credit hours (clock 
hours) every five years to renew their certificates. All teachers and administrators must focus 
a certain percentage of their clock hours on equity-based school practices. Depending on 
their role, educators may be required to focus an additional percentage of their clock hours 
on topics such as government-to-government relations, STEM integration, or suicide 
prevention.  

Only organizations approved by the Professional Educator Standards Board (PESB) may 
offer clock hours to Washington state educators, and approved providers must adhere to 
PESB rules for clock hour content and delivery. 

Staff will review PESB rules related to the content and delivery of programming for which 
educators may earn clock hours. Staff will summarize PESB processes for determining those 
topics for which there is a recognized need for continuing education and ensuring there are 
available clock hour offerings related to such topics. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=181-85
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Environment, Energy & Technology 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • To be determined

RELATED INTERIM COMMITTEES 
DATE COMMITTEE/ 

TYPE 
LOCATION SUBJECTS 

October Joint Committee on 

Energy Supply, Energy 

Conservation, & 

Energy Resilience 

Virtual • To be determined

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Statutory Work Groups and Reports Related to Energy 

Completion Date: ongoing Staff:  Kim Cushing 360-786-7421 

References:  RCW 19.280.065; ESSB 6039 (2024); SSB 6355 (2026) 

Committee staff will monitor and provide updates on the various energy work groups, 
activities, and reports, which include the following: 

• Energy Resource Adequacy. The Department of Commerce and the Utilities and
Transportation Commission are required to jointly convene a meeting at least once every
12 months to discuss the adequacy of energy resources to serve Washington's electric
needs and address specific steps the utilities can take to coordinate planning in light of
changes to the northwest power system.

• Geothermal Resources. The Department of Ecology must provide an update on the status
of a collaborative process to identify opportunities and risks associated with the
development of geothermal resources in the three highest priority locations in the state.

• Washington Electric Transmission Authority. The Board of Directors must be appointed by
January 1, 2027, and an executive director by June 30, 2027. The Department of Commerce
must identify high priority transmission corridors in an open and transparent process by
October 30, 2027.
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Emissions-Intensive, Trade Exposed Facilities Report 

Completion Date:  December 31, 2026 Staff:  Matt Shepard-Koningsor 360-786-7627 

References:  ESB 6246; RCW 70A.65.110 

In January 2026, the Department of Ecology submitted its initial legislative report on no-
cost allowance allocation in the Cap-and-Invest Program to emissions-intensive, trade-exposed 
(EITE) facilities between 2035-2050.  Building on the contents of the report, ESB 6246, among 
other things, requires Ecology to submit additional recommendations to the Legislature by 
December 1, 2026.  The recommendations must identify, in part: 

• a proposed allowance allocation method that ensures against leakage, aligns with the 
Cap-and-Invest Program’s annual allowance budgets, and complies with Washington’s 
statutory greenhouse gas emissions limits; 

• a proposed method requiring a portion of allowances to be consigned to auction and 
for the proceeds to be used for EITE facility decarbonization; and 

• provisions of the Cap-and-Invest Program or other state laws requiring amendment to 
implement the allowance allocation policy. 

When developing the recommendations, Ecology must consider input from EITE facilities, 
environmental advocates, and other interested parties. 

Committee staff will review the January 2026 report, monitor stakeholder meetings or work 
groups, review the December 2026 recommendations, and draft legislation as directed. 

 

Refrigerant Transition Task Force 

Completion Date:  December 31, 2026 Staff:  Matt Shepard-Koningsor 360-786-7627 

References:  SSHB 1462; RCW 70A.60.110 

Second Substitute House Bill 1462, among other things, requires the Department of Ecology 
to establish a Refrigerant Transition Task Force by July 1, 2026, to study opportunities and 
barriers associated with transitioning to climate-friendly refrigerants and enhancing refrigerant 
recovery, recycling, reclamation, and destruction.   

The task force must be chaired by an Ecology representative and include 12 other specified 
members from the public and private sectors.  Ecology may invite the input of others with 
relevant expertise to participate in task force discussions.  The task force must submit a draft 
report by June 2027, and a final report by December 2027. 

Committee staff will monitor task force meetings, review any draft documents or research 
developed by the task force, and draft legislation as directed. 
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Implementation of the Recycling Reform Act 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Alicia Kinne-Clawson 360-786-7407 

References:  ESSB 5984 

Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 5984 established an Extended Producer 
Responsibility Program for residential packaging and paper products. The law requires 
producers of these products to join and fund a nonprofit Producer Responsibility Organization. 
In January of 2026, Ecology began issuing draft rules. The advisory council is established and 
has begun meeting. This fall, Ecology anticipates publishing the statewide collection lists as well 
as releasing the preliminary needs assessment. 

Committee staff will monitor the implementation of the Recycling Reform Act which will 
include monitoring the advisory group meetings, reviewing rulemaking, and reviewing and 
summarizing the preliminary needs assessment results. 

 

Artificial Intelligence 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Alicia Kinne-Clawson 360-786-7407 

References:  ESSB 5838 (2024) 

In 2024, the Legislature enacted ESSB 5838, establishing an Artificial Intelligence Task Force, 
administered by the Attorney General's Office. This task force is responsible for assessing 
current uses and trends of AI and making recommendations to the Legislature regarding 
guidelines and potential legislation for the use of AI systems. The task force includes legislative 
members. 

A final report from the task force is due to the Legislature in July 2026. Committee staff will 
review and summarize the report, as well as track trends and policy changes in AI across states.  



Health & Long-Term Care 
-11- 

Health & Long-Term Care 

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

July 
 

Work Session Olympia • To be determined 

July Tour Skagit and 
Island 
counties 

• Rural health care - challenges to 
access/changing delivery models 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • To be determined 

 

 

RELATED INTERIM COMMITTEES 
DATE COMMITTEE/TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

October Joint Select Committee 
on Health Care and 
Behavioral Health 
Oversight/Work 
Session 

Olympia • To be determined 

December 
Assembly Days 

Joint Select Committee 
on Health Care and 
Behavioral Health 
Oversight/Work 
Session  

Olympia • To be determined 

 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Rural Health Care Tour 

Completion Date: July Staff:  Greg Attanasio 360-786-7410 

The committee will tour rural hospitals in Skagit and Island counties to better understand 
the challenges of providing a full spectrum of services to the community and efforts to 
implement alternative service delivery models to ensure sustainable access to services. 

Legislation may be developed based on lessons learned from the tour. 
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The Universal Health Care Commission 

Completion Date:  Ongoing Staff:  Greg Attanasio 360-786-7410 

References:  SB 5399 (2021) 

The Universal Health Care Commission was established to create immediate changes in 
Washington's health care access and delivery system and to prepare the state for the 
creation of a universal health care system for all Washington residents through a unified 
financing system once the necessary federal authority becomes available. The Health Care 
Authority staffs the commission.  

The Commission must submit annual reports to the Governor and the Legislature 
beginning November 1, 2023, detailing its progress and identifying opportunities to advance 
the goal of universal coverage.  

Committee staff will monitor the commission’s activities, reports, and recommendations. 

 

Health Cost Transparency Board 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Greg Attanasio 360-786-7410 

References:  2SHB 2457 (2020) & 2ESHB 1508 (2024) 

The Health Cost Transparency Board is responsible for the analysis of total health care 
expenditures in Washington, identifying trends in health care cost growth, and establishing a 
health care cost growth benchmark. The board must provide analysis of the factors impacting 
these trends in health care cost growth and must identify those health care providers and 
payers that are exceeding the health care cost growth benchmark. The board must also 
conduct an annual survey of underinsurance in the state and a survey of insurance trends 
among employers.  

The Board must submit an annual report to the Legislature and hold an annual public 
hearing related to the growth in total health care expenditures. 

Committee staff will monitor the board’s activities, reports, and recommendations. 

 

  

Joint Select Committee on Health Care and Behavioral Health Oversight 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Greg Attanasio 360-786-7410 

References:  SSB 5121 (2023) 

Several agencies and entities have a role in implementing health care policy in 
Washington, including the Office of the Insurance Commissioner, the Department of Health, 
the Department of Social and Health Services, the Health Care Authority, and the Health 
Benefit Exchange.  

The Joint Select Committee on Health Care and Behavioral Health Oversight provides 
oversight between these agencies and organizations and holds hearings on relevant topics. 
Committee staff and House Health Care and Wellness Committee staff will jointly staff the 
joint select committee. 
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Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory Committee 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Jacob Ewing 360-786-7402 

References:  SB 5476 (2021) 

The Substance Use Recovery Services Advisory Committee is directed to collaborate with 
the Health Care Authority to develop a substance use recovery plan and provide 
recommendations to the Legislature. The Committee includes a panel of individuals with 
lived experience, legislative representation, and subject matter expertise related to 
behavioral health community needs, harm reduction, outreach, treatment, and recovery 
support services. 

Committee staff will monitor the work group’s activities, reports, and recommendations. 
 

Prescription Drug Affordability Board 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Greg Attanasio 360-786-7410 

References:  SB 5532 (2022) 

The Prescription Drug Affordability Board was created to monitor and mitigate 
unsupported price increases of prescription drugs. The board's duties include identifying 
drugs that may be subject to an affordability review, conducting affordability reviews on 
selected eligible drugs, and determining whether a prescription drug is unaffordable for 
Washington consumers, and if a drug is found to be unaffordable, potentially setting an 
upper payment limit. 

To date, the board has created a list of eligible drugs for review and is currently in the 
process of narrowing down the list of eligible prescription drugs to a shortlist of drugs that 
will be selected for affordability reviews.  

Committee staff will monitor the work group’s activities, reports, and recommendations. 
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Higher Education & Workforce Development 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

TBD Tour Pullman • Washington State University
veterinary clinic tour

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • To be determined

RELATED INTERIM COMMITTEES 
DATE COMMITTEE/ 

TYPE 
LOCATION SUBJECTS 

December 
Assembly Days 

Joint Higher Education 
Committee/Work 
Session 

Olympia • To be determined

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Student Support Programs in Postsecondary Education 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Kellee Gunn 360-786-7429 

Staff will review current student support programs that receive state funding.  
The review will include scholarship programs like the Washington State Opportunity 

Scholarship, and basic needs programs such as the Supporting Students Experiencing 
Homelessness (SSEH) Program at public postsecondary institutions. Staff will also review 
whether demographic data on students who use these programs is available, and a summary of 
other available data around persistence, graduation, and transfers related to those programs. 

Staff will summarize the findings, and any issues with data on these programs. 

Dual Credit Program Funding 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Kellee Gunn 360-786-7429 

The Education Research and Data Center (ERDC), in collaboration with K-12 and higher 
education stakeholders, annually prepares a report on the six dual credit programs offered in 
the state.  

Staff will work with fiscal staff, the ERDC, and other relevant staff and stakeholders, to 
understand the differences in how the six types of dual credit programs are funded and other 
relevant data on the individual programs. 

Staff will summarize findings in a report to committee members. 
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Data Availability on Public Postsecondary Institutions for Prospective Students 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff: Kellee Gunn 360-786-7429 
Staff will work with stakeholders, such as the Education Research, and Data Center to 

understand what data is currently available to prospective students looking to pursue higher 
education in Washington State. The data may include return on investment, costs of 
attendance, persistence, data on careers of graduates, and time to complete. 

Staff will summarize findings in a report to committee members.  
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Housing 

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 

DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

July Tour TBD • To be determined 

September Work Session Olympia • Affordable homeownership 
production and financing 

• Senior independent 
living housing 

December  
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • Update on state housing 
planning and needs 

• Department of Housing Task 
Force 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Home Production 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Benjamin Omdal 360-786-7442 

References:  SHB 2151 (2026); SB 6015 (2026); and SSB 6003 (2026) Sec. 1018 

In recent years, the Legislature has introduced various pieces of legislation to address 
housing supply in Washington State.  The Housing Committee has also in recent years 
conducted work sessions and site visits to factory-built housing facilities in the state as part 
of a focus on housing production methods.   

In 2026, SB 6015 sought to direct the Department of Labor and Industries to establish a 
process to solicit and publicize permit-ready plans for factory-built housing for particular 
housing types.   

Also in 2026, the Legislature provided funding in the capital budget for the Department of 
Commerce to develop a housing accelerator framework with the goals of eliminating barriers 
to building housing and determining and analyzing primary cost drivers for 
development.  The preliminary report is due October 1, 2026, and the final report must be 
completed by June 30, 2027. 

Staff will monitor developments in these areas, including agency implementation, and 
assist members with research and drafting requests on any issues for future legislation. 

 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D2151%26Year%3D2025%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282093747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gLUpBDPfmbo0TN%2FnI9bRzZGcA8SL7RftuzIBSD0Sl8s%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D6015%26Year%3D2025%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282288690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OJru62jvIxAa1alDgZVvBwACG5LADuzYnvjkWCBaa%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D6003%26Year%3D2025%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282309119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aq8jSTOO8nEoTa%2Bw446%2FGeXkzJSmH1iphaUwtyMVpfE%3D&reserved=0
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Department of Housing Task Force 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Melissa Van Gorkom 360-786-7491 

References:  ESSB 5950 (2024) Sec. 133 (27); Executive Order 25-12; and ESSB 5998 Section 
128 (30) 

The Legislature provided funding to the Office of Financial Management in 2024 to 
provide a method and format for studying a transition from various housing programs in 
Washington to a single Department of Housing.  In December 2025, the Governor signed 
Executive Order 25-12 to create a task force on the establishment of a Department of 
Housing that consists of 19 members, including two members appointed by the President 
of the Senate, from each of the two largest caucuses of the Senate.  The first meeting of 
the task force took place on February 13, 2026, and meetings are planned throughout the 
interim.  A written report of task force recommendations is due no later than November 
15, 2026, in order for proposed legislation to be developed for the 2027 legislative session.   

Staff will monitor task force meetings and provide information, support, and drafting 
services to members as requested. 

 

Senior Independent Living 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  John Kim 360-786-7453 

References:  SB 5640 (2023); SB 5691 (2025); HB 1542 (2026); and SB 5964/HB 2299 (2026) 

In recent years, the Legislature considered various legislation regarding housing marketed 
as senior independent living to individuals 55 years of age or older. The proposals included 
creating a statewide registry of senior independent living units, rights for senior independent 
housing residents, and a statewide ombuds program for senior independent living. 

Staff will monitor meetings and provide information, plan work sessions, and draft 
legislation as requested. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2023-24%2FPdf%2FBills%2FSession%2520Laws%2FSenate%2F5950-S.sl.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282327795%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jb8W8BBCHw9zLk9lyuJbd1i3afBZN7HD8RR2IJrRIlI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgovernor.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fexe_order%2F25-12%2520-%2520Dept%2520of%2520Housing%2520Task%2520Force.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282345981%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PpAZEyWFnME4nFm3q6bAlvcY%2B7DyqVbs6Ye60ORQsJE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D5998%26Year%3D2025%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282364019%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ABoxZjadDAdQ8RgQlbAxwUmlBqJtXq%2BY5%2BOqYyl4IMk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fbillsummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D5998%26Year%3D2025%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282364019%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ABoxZjadDAdQ8RgQlbAxwUmlBqJtXq%2BY5%2BOqYyl4IMk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D5640%26Year%3D2023%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282381566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HOZjJhH8N8UyRy7x5fXqZx%2BuvLr6gKNGdCWPSuaA%2FwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D5640%26Year%3D2023%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282398945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NRGFZz%2FfeWjubRYATpzb1TddIcStZDf%2F%2FW4I3hlvdvM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2025-26%2FPdf%2FBill%2520Reports%2FSenate%2F5691%2520SBA%2520HLTC%252025.pdf%3Fq%3D20260309134845&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282416838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zw7uFRBYv5AxdOPESj%2Bpb8yBmfU%2FeXD28sS7NjlTDX0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawfilesext.leg.wa.gov%2Fbiennium%2F2025-26%2FPdf%2FBill%2520Reports%2FSenate%2F5691%2520SBA%2520HLTC%252025.pdf%3Fq%3D20260309134845&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282439597%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xvZCta6XXSPJe0bwpvNn9Bk0rr1%2BWAIyGTu6TLTUTPU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D1542%26Year%3D2025%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282458785%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wK0Aw7BMGuRAiOS0QfDZ61cFGNs%2F5vr8QYlaANMJ6v0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D1542%26Year%3D2025%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282478514%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=459LhBp1%2FLYC8paYpoEvsOZW68PaKLhYknVGQUqDR04%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D5964%26Chamber%3DSenate%26Year%3D2025&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282496476%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=so0ZYuB%2FFAX6SDi%2Fxd84kSCU81BkLUOopSddfGlIZ3I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D2299%26Year%3D2025%26Initiative%3Dfalse&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282514454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VsD1WpisqXqC3uqYRU9RnWDx5TYkZ5uD8Se6pGQonu8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FBillSummary%2F%3FBillNumber%3D5964%26Chamber%3DSenate%26Year%3D2025&data=05%7C02%7CChristopher.McCallister%40leg.wa.gov%7C35f1d896124c4272928608de8aae0ba5%7C848b0e6c94894d83b31e4fde99732b09%7C0%7C0%7C639100677282531704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j1jHQNDTQDS6NaWjhuFVTIBfbqFdD0nxNR0%2Bj3SD%2Bow%3D&reserved=0
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 Human Services  
 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

June 11 Tour Gig Harbor 
 

• Washington Corrections Center 
for Women  

September/ 
October 

Work Session Olympia • Volunteer and family visitation 
programs at the Department of 
Corrections 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • To be determined 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Department of Children, Youth, and Families Oversight Board 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Alison Mendiola 360-786-7488  
            Will Trondsen 360-786-7552 

References: SB 5199 (2025); SSB 5151 (2021); SB 6507 (2020); HB 1561 (2019); SB 6287 
(2018); 2E2SHB 1661 (2017); DCYF Oversight Board 

In 2017, the Legislature created the Department of Children, Youth, and 
Families (DCYF) and the Oversight Board for DCYF. The purpose of the board is to monitor 
and ensure DCYF achieves the stated outcomes of chapter 6, Laws of 2017 3rd sp. sess., and 
complies with administrative acts, relevant statutes, rules, and policies pertaining to early 
learning, juvenile rehabilitation, juvenile justice, and children and family services. Members 
of the board include two Senators and two members of the House of Representatives. 

Staff will monitor meetings, update members on progress, and draft legislation as 
requested.  Meetings are scheduled for May 21, July 16, September 17, and November 19. 

 

 

Legislative-Executive WorkFirst Poverty Reduction Oversight Task Force 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Alison Mendiola 360-786-7488  

References: E3SHB 1482 (2018); ESSB 5898 (2017); ESSB 5921 (2011); Legislative-Executive 
WorkFirst Poverty Reduction Task Force 

This task force oversees the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families and WorkFirst 
programs and works collaboratively to develop and monitor strategies to prevent 
and address adverse childhood experiences and reduce intergenerational poverty.  Four 
Senators and four members the House of Representatives are appointed to the task force 
along with eight voting members from state agencies. The task force is staffed by the 
Department of Social and Health Services. 

Staff will monitor meetings, update members on progress, and draft legislation as 
requested. Meetings are scheduled for April 16, June 18, August 20, and October 15. 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5199&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5151&Year=2021&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6507&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1561&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6287&Year=2017&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6287&Year=2017&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1661&Initiative=false&Year=2017
https://dcyfoversight.wa.gov/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1482&Initiative=false&Year=2017
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5921&Year=2011&Initiative=false
https://governor.wa.gov/boards-and-commissions/workgroups-task-forces/workfirst-poverty-reduction-oversight-task-force
https://governor.wa.gov/boards-and-commissions/workgroups-task-forces/workfirst-poverty-reduction-oversight-task-force
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Children and Youth Behavioral Health Work Group 

Completion Date:  December 30, 2031 Staff:  Will Trondsen 360-786-7552 

References:  2SHB 2737 (2020); 2SHB 1325 (2021); 2SHB 1890 (2022); ESHB 2256 (2024); 
2SHB 2429 (2026); Children and Youth Behavioral Health Work Group 

The Children and Youth Behavioral Health Work Group was established in 2016, and 
expires in 2031. The work group is staffed by the Health Care Authority. The work group 
maintains six advisory subcommittees, including the Washington Thriving Strategic Plan 
advisory group, which provides oversight for the development of a statewide strategic plan 
to improve behavioral health services for children, youth, young adults, and their families 
from the prenatal stage through age 25. Legislation adopted in 2026, requires the work group 
to use the strategic plan to guide the priorities and efforts of the work group and requires the 
Governor to establish a leadership council to coordinate efforts to implement the strategic 
plan.  

Staff will monitor work group meetings, update members on progress, and draft 
legislation as requested. Meetings are scheduled for May 28, June 18, July 9, and August 13. 

 

Washington Statewide Reentry Council 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Kelsey-anne Fung 360-786-7479 

References:  2SHB 2791 (2016); SSB 5139 (2025); Statewide Reentry Council 

The Washington Statewide Reentry Council was created in 2016, in the Department of 
Commerce to promote successful reentry of individuals after incarceration. The council 
consists of 22 members appointed by the Governor. The council must solicit input and 
participation from stakeholders interested in reducing recidivism, promoting public safety, 
and improving community conditions for people reentering the community. The council must 
consult the four legislative caucuses, Governor, local governments, educators, mental health 
and substance abuse providers, behavioral health organizations, managed care organizations, 
city and county jails, the Department of Corrections, specialty courts, persons with expertise 
in evidence-based and research-based reentry practices, and persons with criminal histories 
and their families. The council must meet at least four times each year. 

Staff will monitor meetings, update members on progress, and draft legislation as 
requested. 

 

Washington State Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Will Trondsen 360-786-7552 

References:  Executive Order 15-03; Executive Order 20-02; Washington State Partnership 
Council on Juvenile Justice 

The Washington State Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice, established in 2010, is the 
primary state advisory group for juvenile justice-related matters in Washington. The council 
is staffed by the Office of Juvenile Justice within the Department of Children, Youth, and 
Families. Members of the council include an appointed member from the Senate and House 
of Representatives. The council meets quarterly. 

Staff will monitor meetings and provide support to the legislative membership of the 
board. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2737&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1325&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1890&Initiative=false&Year=2021
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2256&Year=2023&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2429&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://www.hca.wa.gov/about-hca/programs-and-initiatives/behavioral-health-and-recovery/children-and-youth-behavioral-health-work-group-cybhwg
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2791&Year=2015&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5139&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/reentry-council/
https://governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/exe_order/eo_15-03.pdf
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/exec-order20-02.pdf
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/practice-improvement/ojj/wa-pcjj
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/practice/practice-improvement/ojj/wa-pcjj
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Labor & Commerce 
 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
 DATE  TYPE  LOCATION  SUBJECTS  

September  Tour TBD  • Visit a Yakima, Ellensburg, or 
Wenatchee farm 

December  
Assembly Days  

Work Session  Olympia   • To be determined  

  
 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Paid Family and Medical Leave Rates  

Completion Date: December Staff: Susan Jones 360-786-7404  

References: 2SSB 5292 (2026) & ESSB 5998 (2026) 

The Paid Family and Medical Leave Program (PFML) provides partial wage replacement to 
employees on leave for specified family and medical reasons.  The program is funded through 
premiums paid by employers and employees and is administered by the Employment Security 
Department (ESD). The premiums are calculated based on a formula.  If the calculated rate 
exceeds a rate necessary to maintain a three-month reserve at the end of the following rate 
collection year, the rate must be set at the minimum rate necessary to close the rate collection 
year with a three-month reserve. In addition, the rate must not exceed 1.2 percent.  

Second Substitute Senate Bill 5292 (2026) requires ESD to set the PFML premium rate based 
on the Office of Actuarial Services annual report, not to exceed 1.2 percent, and requires the 
Office's report to provide for a rate to close the rate collection year with a four month reserve in 
2030, in addition to the current requirement to maintain a four-year solvency. The statutory 
formula used to calculate the rate was eliminated under the bill.   

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5998 (2026) requires ESD to report on the current state of 
the PFML program by November 1, 2026, with an evaluation of: 

• the solvency of the program, including potential program changes to achieve long-term 
fund solvency; an economic analysis that examines potential program changes and their 
implications; and a comparison of program designs from other states with a similar 
program; and 

• the integrity of the program, including current practices in place to ensure program 
integrity; applicable rules and laws pertaining to the program's integrity; and a review of 
best practices used in other similar state and federal benefit programs. 
The report must also include comments provided by members of the PFML Advisory 

Committee established in RCW 50A.05.030, and any recommendations from ESD. 
The Committee will hold a work session for ESD to present the report.  
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Monitor Labor and Commerce Related Committees, Work Groups, and Other Meetings  

Completion Date: December  Staff:  Susan Jones 360-786-7404  
Jarrett Sacks 360-786-7448  
Marlon Llanes 360-786-7423  

The Legislature has created several work and advisory groups. Staff will observe and 
monitor the following groups and their meetings:  

• Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee   
• Construction Advisory Committee   
• Liquor and Cannabis Board  
• Long-Term Services and Supports Advisory Committee  
• Paid Family and Medical Leave Advisory Committee   
• Pesticide Application Safety Committee 
• Prevailing Wage Advisory Committee  
• Public Employment Relations Commission   
• Unemployment Insurance Advisory Committee  
• Washington Industrial Safety and Health Act Advisory Committee   
• Washington State Apprenticeship & Training Council  
• Workers' Compensation Advisory Committee  
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 Law & Justice  

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 

DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

September Work Session Auburn • Gift card fraud  

• Postconviction DNA testing 

• Law Enforcement Grant 
Program update 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia 
 

• Law enforcement use of force 

• Firearms-related updates 

• Victims of Crime Act funding 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Sexual Assault Forensic Examination 

Completion Date:  July 1, 2026 Staff:  Ryan Giannini 360-786-7285 

References:  RCW 43.10.801; 2SHB 1028 (2023) 

In 2023, the Legislature passed 2SHB 1028 which, in part, codified the Sexual Assault 
Forensic Examination Best Practices Advisory Group within the Office of the Attorney General 
to review best practice models for managing all aspects of sexual assault investigations and 
for reducing the number of untested sexual assault kits in Washington State. The advisory 
group reports its findings to the Governor and appropriate committees of the Legislature by 
December 15th of each year. The advisory group is set to expire on July 1, 2026. 

Staff will monitor remaining meetings, research emerging issues, and draft legislation as 
requested.  

 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?Year=2023&BillNumber=1028
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Human Trafficking 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Ryan Giannini 360-786-7285 

References:  RCW 7.68.350; RCW 4.16.080; ESSB 5884 (2015) 

Human trafficking includes sex trafficking and labor trafficking. The criminal statute of 
limitations for human trafficking varies depending on whether the victim was under the age 
of 18—no statute of limitations, or if the victim was an adult—ten-year statute of limitations 
after the date the crime was committed. The civil statute of limitations in Washington for 
human trafficking offenses is three years.  

Staff will research and compare other states' civil statute of limitations for human 
trafficking offenses.  

In 2015, the Legislature passed ESSB 5884 which established a task force against the 
trafficking of persons. The task force measures and evaluates the resource needs of victims 
and survivors of human trafficking and the progress of the state in trafficking prevention 
activities; identifies available federal, state, and local programs that provide services to 
victims and survivors of trafficking; makes recommendations on methods to provide a 
coordinated system of support and assistance to persons who are victims of trafficking; 
reviews the statutory response to human trafficking; analyzes the impact and effectiveness of 
strategies contained in the current state laws; and makes recommendations on legislation to 
further the state's antitrafficking efforts. The task force must report its findings to the 
Governor and Legislature as needed. 

Staff will monitor meetings, research emerging issues, and draft legislation as requested.  

 

Child Sexual Abuse Material 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Ryan Giannini 360-786-7285 

References:  18 U.S.C. §§  2252, 2252A, 2258A, and 2258C; RCW 9.68A.110 

Federal and state law criminalizes various activities related to producing, distributing, and 
possessing child sexual abuse material/child pornography (CSAM). Federal law provides 
limited exceptions to prohibitions on possession of CSAM material if such material is either 
destroyed or reported to a law enforcement agency in good faith. Federal law further 
provides exceptions to such prohibitions for CSAM reported to the National Center for 
Missing & Exploited Children that is forwarded to and possessed by state or local law 
enforcement agencies that are investigating child sexual exploitation. State law provides civil 
immunity for people who report such materials to law enforcement in good faith. State law 
also provides certain affirmative defenses for law enforcement officers, psychiatrists, and 
psychologists who possess CSAM in the course of their official duties.  

Staff will research whether ambiguity exists regarding the transfer and possession of 
CSAM by state and local law enforcement agencies and draft legislation as requested. 

 

  

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=7.68.350
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=4.16.080
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5884&Year=2015&Initiative=false
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9.68A.110
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Office of Administrative Hearings Committee/Tort Reform 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Tim Ford 360-786-7414 

References:  Chapter 34.12 RCW; ESSB 5998 (2026) 

The Legislature passed a supplemental operating budget which created a committee 
within the Office of Administrative Hearings to review processes for claims for personal injury 
arising from alleged tortious conduct against the state. The review may include claims against 
subdivisions of the state.   

The committee must look at practices in other states for adjudicating tort claims.  It may 
consider alternative processes for adjudicating tort claims with neutral hearings officers, 
recommend rules or processes for the procedural conduct of hearings, and ensure training in 
trauma informed practices. 

The committee must report its findings to the Governor, the appropriate committees of 
the Legislature, and the Interbranch Advisory Committee by November 1, 2026. 

Staff will monitor meetings and draft legislation as requested.  

 

Court Unification Task Force 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff:  Tim Ford 360-786-7414 

References:  Title 2 RCW; SSHB 1909 (2026) 

The Legislature passed SSHB 1909 creating the Court Unification Task Force to conduct a 
comprehensive analysis of the current Washington State court system. It must review 
inefficiencies and inequities resulting from disparate local court rules, technology adoption, 
and funding levels. The task force must identify areas where a more unified or centralized 
approach to court operations may improve efficiency and uniformity in the delivery of court 
and judicial services, as well as consistency in outcomes and ease of access for those who use 
the court system, including victims, defendants, litigants, and counsel.   

The task force must meet no fewer than twice each calendar year with its full 
membership.  The task force may create subcommittees to meet separately to focus on issue 
specific areas.  The task force must report its preliminary findings to the Interbranch Advisory 
Committee, and the appropriate committees of the Legislature by June 30, 2027, and its final 
report is due by June 30, 2028. 

Staff will monitor meetings and draft legislation as requested.  

 

Involuntary Treatment Act 

Completion Date:  October 31, 2026 Staff:  Maya Itah 360-786-7087 

References: Chapter 71.05 RCW 

The Involuntary Treatment Act (ITA) sets forth the procedures and requirements for 
involuntary treatment of behavioral health disorders. Under the ITA, a person may be 
committed by a court for involuntary treatment if the person, due to a behavioral health 
disorder, poses a likelihood of serious harm, is gravely disabled, or needs assisted outpatient 
treatment, and the person will not consent to voluntary treatment. 

A person subject to civil commitment under the ITA is entitled to certain rights and due 
process protections, including the right to a hearing and the right to appointed counsel.  
Superior courts have jurisdiction over ITA proceedings. 

Staff will create a flowchart of ITA procedures to support research and drafting efforts.   

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=34.12
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Passed%20Legislature/5998-S.PL.pdf?q=20260317103156
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/House%20Passed%20Legislature/1909-S2.PL.pdf?q=20260317110011
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=71.05
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Firearm Laws Summary 

Completion Date:  October 31, 2026 Staff:  Maya Itah 360-786-7087 

References:  HB 1163 (2025); HB 2320 (2026)  

The Legislature recently passed several bills concerning firearms, including a bill creating a 
permit-to-purchase firearms system and a bill regulating firearm manufacturing that involves 
the use of three-dimensional printers.   

Staff will update a summary of Washington firearm laws through 2026. The summary will 
address, among other topics, eligibility to possess firearms, sales and transfers of firearms, 
restoration of firearm rights, firearms and domestic violence, and significant Washington and 
U.S. Supreme Court case law.   

 

Law Enforcement Mask Bans 

Completion Date:  December 31, 2026 Staff:  Maya Itah 360-786-7087 

References:  SB 5855 (2026); CA SB 627 (2025) 

The Legislature recently passed a bill generally prohibiting local, state, and federal law 
enforcement officers from wearing masks while interacting with the public. Other state 
legislatures have addressed masking by law enforcement officers. California's law prohibiting 
masking, the first of its kind, was challenged by the federal government, and the United 
States District Court for the Central District of California enjoined enforcement of the law 
against federal officers. Similar bills have passed the Oregon and Virginia legislatures, and at 
least one chamber in Hawaii, Maryland, and Vermont.  

Staff will track potential legal challenges to SB 5855, the ongoing legal challenge to 
California’s legislation, and any legal challenges to similar laws in other states. Staff will 
prepare a memorandum summarizing relevant law and outcomes.   

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1163&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2320&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5855&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202520260SB627
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 Local Government  

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

October Tour South King 
County 

• Child care centers 
• Planning department activities 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • Permit timelines for 
building permits 

• Urban growth area boundary 
changes 

 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Local Government Child Care Center Permitting 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Jacob Ewing 360-786-7402 
References:  ESSB 5184 (2025), SSB 5195, Sec. 7021 (2) (2025), ESSB 5509 (2025), SSB 
5545 (2025) SSB 5655 (2025), SB 6078 (2026) 

In 2019, the Legislature directed the Child Care Collaborative Task Force to develop a 
child care cost estimate model to determine the full costs providers would incur when 
providing high-quality child care.  

In 2025, the Legislature passed legislation to expand access to these services by allowing 
certain providers to be certified by a federal military service and provided funding to the 
Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF), to offer technical assistance to 
individuals wanting to enter the profession. 

Also in 2025, the Legislature passed bills to address how local governments permit child 
care centers, including the following: 

• directed cities and towns to allow child care centers as a permitted use in all 
zones except industrial, light industrial, and open space zones; 

• changed the occupancy load calculation to allow child care centers to operate 
within an existing building; and 

• reduced parking requirements for child care centers. 
Staff will monitor DCYF's work related to technical assistance for individuals wanting to 

open a child care center, plan tour stops related to child care center permitting, and draft 
legislation as directed. 
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Agritourism 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Karen Epps 360-786-7424 
References:  SSB 5055 (2025), SB 6219 (2024), ESSB 5950, Sec. 130 (40) (2024), ESSB 5808 
(2017) 

Agritourism activity means any activity carried out on a farm or ranch whose primary 
business activity is agriculture or ranching and that allows members of the public, for 
recreational, entertainment, or educational purposes, to view or enjoy rural activities.  Such  
activities may include: 

• historic, cultural, and on-site educational programs; 
• recreational farming programs that may include on-site hospitality services; 
• petting zoos, farm festivals, corn mazes; 
• harvest-your-own operations; and 
• hayrides, barn parties, or horseback riding. 

There must be a warning sign at the entrance and at the site of the agritourism activity 
concerning the inherent risks and the warning notice must be included in written contracts.  

In 2024, funding was provided to the Department of Commerce to study how other states 
regulate and permit agritourism, and to bring the advocates of interested groups together to 
resolve outstanding issues about permitting in agricultural areas; the sale of beer, wine, and 
cider; and the use of agricultural buildings for agritourism purposes.  

Staff will review reports related to agritourism and provide information, support, and 
drafting services to members as requested. 
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Planning and Permitting 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Karen Epps 360-786-7424 
           Jacob Ewing 360-786-7402 

References:  E2SHB 1220 (2021), E2SHB 1181 (2023), EHB 1337 (2023), E2SHB 1110 
(2023), ESHB 1293 (2023), 3SHB 1491 (2025), E2SHB 1241 (2022), SHB 2296 (2024), SSB 
5558 (2025), E2SHB 2418 (2025), 2SSB 5290 (2023), ESSB 5611 (2025), E2SHB 1096 

(2025), ESB 5559 (2025) 

Over the past few years, the Legislature has passed bills related to requirements for 
comprehensive plan and development regulations for counties and cities fully planning 
under the Growth Management Act. These bills include changes to the housing element 
and the addition of a climate change and resiliency element, together with bills requiring 
development regulation updates for accessory dwelling units, middle housing, design 
review, and transit-oriented development. The Legislature extended the deadline for the 
periodic update of comprehensive plans and development regulations for many counties 
and the cities within those counties. The deadline for the last group of counties and cities 
within those counties is June 30, 2027. 

The Legislature has also passed bills related to permitting, including establishing new 
project permit processing timeframes for fully planning counties and the cities within those 
counties. This session, the Legislature passed E2SHB 2418 that further clarifies the project 
permit processing timeframes and establishes project permit processing timeframes for 
certain special purpose districts. Legislation related to the use of binding site plans for 
properties zoned for multifamily housing, lot splitting, and unit lot subdivisions have also 
passed in the last few years.  

Staff will plan a tour stop with a local government planning department and draft 
legislation as directed. 
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 State Government, Tribal Affairs & Elections  

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

September Work Session South King 
County/ 
Tacoma 

• Voting Rights Act update 

• Secretary of State update on 
primary election, trends, issues, 
address confidentiality program 

• University of Washington 
election database update 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • Public Disclosure Commission 
update on trends, issues, 
address confidentiality 

• Campaign treasurers’ 
presentation on foreign donor 
laws 

 

 

RELATED INTERIM COMMITTEES 
DATE COMMITTEE/ 

TYPE 
LOCATION SUBJECTS 

October Joint Committee on 
Veterans' and Military 
Affairs/Tour and Work 
Session 

Naval Air 
Station, 
Whidbey 
Island 

• To be determined 

December Joint Committee on 
Veterans' and Military 
Affairs/Work Session 

Olympia • To be determined 

TBD Legislative Oral History 
Committee 

TBD • To be determined 
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COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Voting Rights Act 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Danielle Creech 360-786-7412 
            Greg Vogel 360-786-7413 

References:  E3SHB 1710, E2SHB 1750 

The federal Voting Rights Act prohibits discrimination in state and local elections in order 
to enforce the provisions of the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The 
Washington Voting Rights Act similarly prohibits discrimination in local elections.  

In 2025, the U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments for Louisiana v. Callais, a case 
concerning Louisiana's congressional map and the federal Voting Rights Act.  

Committee staff will track the decision of the court, its impact, and draft legislation as 
requested. 

 

Foreign Campaign Contributions and Expenditures 

Completion Date:  December 2026 Staff:  Greg Vogel 360-786-7413 

References:  SHB 2123 

Federal law prohibits foreign nationals from directly or indirectly contributing or donating 
money in connection with a federal, state, or local election or to a committee of a political 
party. Foreign nationals also may not make an expenditure, independent expenditure, or 
disbursement for an electioneering communication. Similarly, under Washington law, foreign 
nationals are prohibited from making campaign contributions and expenditures in support of 
or in opposition to any candidate or ballot measure, and from sponsoring electioneering 
communications and political advertising. 

Committee staff will research state laws on prohibitions against foreign national 
participation in elections, including the scope and coverage of such laws and enforcement 
mechanisms. Committee staff will also draft legislation as requested. 

 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=1710&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=1750&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2123&Year=2025&Initiative=false
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 Transportation  

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

October 14 Work Session Olympia • To be determined 

November Work Session/Tour Everett • To be determined 

• Tour of Paine Field 

December  
Assembly Days 

Work Session Olympia • To be determined 

 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
Long-Term Financial Sustainability of the Transportation Budget 

Completion Date:  through 2026 Staff: Hayley Gamble 360-786-7452 

References: ESSB 6005 Section 204(12) 

The 2026 supplemental transportation budget directs the Joint Transportation Committee 
(JTC) to review the long-term financial sustainability of the transportation budget. Staff will 
work with JTC staff, legislators, the Office of Financial Management, and the Washington 
State Department of Transportation to develop specific content and deliverables for this 
study.  

Staff will monitor the progress of this research, provide periodic updates, and draft any 
relevant legislation as requested. 

 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6005&Initiative=false&Year=2025
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Joint Oregon-Washington Legislative Action Committee 

Completion Date:  through 2026 Staff: Kelly Simpson 360-786-7403 

References: RCW 47.01.505 

In 2017, the Legislature established the Joint Oregon-Washington Legislative Action 
Committee to provide legislative oversight from both states regarding the construction of a 
new Interstate 5 bridge spanning the Columbia River. 

In recent years, the Interstate Bridge Replacement Program (IBR) has met certain 
milestones, including recommending a modified locally preferred alternative and publishing a 
draft supplemental environmental impact statement disclosing the findings of the 
environmental evaluation.  

Additionally, the project has received significant funding commitments from the state 
legislatures of Oregon and Washington, as well as from the federal government. In 2026, it is 
anticipated that the IBR Program will publish an amended record of decision (ROD), which 
provides federal approval to move to construction. Once the ROD is received, the process to 
hire a contractor can start with design and cost negotiations occurring in 2027. Bridge 
construction activities would begin in 2028.  

As the project progresses toward an amended ROD, staff will continue to provide periodic 
updates as requested, as well as assist in staffing committee meetings. 

 

Ferry Asset Management Workgroup 

Completion Date: December 1, 2026 Staff: Clint McCarthy 360-786-7319 

References: ESSB 6005 Sec. 204(14) 

The 2026 supplemental transportation budget directs the Joint Transportation Committee 
(JTC) to convene a work group to evaluate long-term, financially sustainable vessel 
preservation and replacement, terminal improvements, and ferry asset management for 
Washington State Ferries. JTC must submit an initial report on findings from the work group 
by December 15, 2026. In addition, the 2026 supplemental transportation budget directs JTC 
to contract independent reviews on in-state bid credits and hydrogen ferry leases, providing 
final recommendations from the bid credit study by June 30, 2027, and a report on the 
hydrogen lease study by December 1, 2027. 

Staff will monitor the progress of this research, provide periodic updates, and draft any 
relevant legislation as requested. 

 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=47.01.505
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6005&Initiative=false&Year=2025


Transportation 
-33- 

P3 Feasibility Study 

Completion Date: January 1, 2027 Staff: Brandon Popovac 360-786-7465 

References: ESSB 6005 Sec. 214(9) (2026) 

The 2026 supplemental transportation budget directs the Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) Public-Private Partnerships (P3) Division to study the feasibility of 
procuring and delivering improvements to U.S. Highway 2 over the Snohomish River Delta 
under the P3 model, using both the previous studies and ongoing analysis of the current U.S. 
2 Trestle Capacity Improvements & Westbound Trestle Replacement Project and including an 
analysis of P3 market feasibility for the project. WSDOT must submit a report on study 
findings and recommendations to the transportation committees of the Legislature by 
January 1, 2027. 

Staff will monitor the progress of this feasibility study, provide periodic updates, and draft 
any relevant legislation as requested. 

 

E-Moto Work Group 

Completion Date: ongoing through October 
31, 2027 

Staff: Brandon Popovac 360-786-7465 

References: ESSB 6110 Sec. 3 (2026) 

The Legislature passed ESSB 6110, which directs the Department of Licensing (DOL) to 
convene a work group to study and recommend a revised statutory framework for electric 
motorcycles (e-motos). DOL may contract with a third-party consultant for work group 
support and to draft the new statutory framework. The work group must submit an interim 
report consisting of recommendations and draft legislation on vehicle definitions, as well as 
on related e-moto registration, driver education and licensing, and rules of the road 
requirements, to the Office of the Governor and transportation committees of the 
Legislature by December 15, 2026, with a final report, including any recommendations or 
draft legislation, by October 31, 2027. 

Staff will monitor work group activities and attend meetings as directed, provide periodic 
updates, and draft any relevant legislation as requested. 

 

  

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6005&Initiative=false&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6110&Year=2025&Initiative=false%20
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Highway Maintenance and Preservation Planning and Prioritization 

Completion Date: September 1, 2026, and 
January 1, 2027 

Staff: Danny Masterson 360-786-7454 

References: ESSB 6005 Sec. 218(12) & 305(11) 

The 2026 supplemental transportation budget directs the Washington State Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) to report to the Legislature on the state's maintenance and 
preservation needs and delivery plans, including: 

• recommendations for a sustainable and integrated delivery plan for maintenance and 
preservation of the state's transportation infrastructure, delivery models that achieve 
cost-effective use of taxpayer dollars, and public-private partnerships to expand 
investments, by September 1, 2026; 

• a public education program, including interactive visualizations about why the state 
must invest in maintenance and preservation, options for sustainable funding, and 
how funds are being invested by September 1, 2026; and 

• WSDOT's top priority bridge preservation and bridge replacement projects for a six-
year investment program with the expected project costs and proposed timeline 
needed for each project, by January 1, 2027. 

Staff will monitor the progress of this work, provide periodic updates, and prepare 
options to implement recommendations through legislation and the budget.  

 

Transportation Revenue Forecasting 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff: Bryon Moore 360-786-7726; 
           Hayley Gamble 360-786-7452 

References: Chapter 390, Laws of 2023 (ESHB 1838), Chapter 417, Laws of 2025 (ESSB 5801),   
Chapter 418, Laws of 2025 (2SSB 5802), ESHB 2711 (2026), E2SHB 2251 (2026) 

The Transportation Economic and Revenue Forecast Council (TERFC) was created in ESHB 
1838 (2023) to prepare 6-year transportation revenue forecasts starting with the September 
2024 quarterly forecast.   

TERFC is comprised of the directors of the Office of Financial Management and the 
Department of Licensing; the state treasurer; and the chair and ranking member of the House 
and Senate transportation committees.   

In recent sessions, legislation has been enacted that created new taxes, increased a 
variety of existing taxes and fees, and made changes to other transportation revenue 
sources.  TERFC has also identified data and other challenges to making accurate forecasts for 
fuel taxes, which continues to be the largest revenue source supporting transportation 
spending.   

Staff will provide input into actions aimed at improving transportation forecasts and assist 
in the continued integration of recent legislative changes.  Staff will also consult with relevant 
members to ensure legislative intent and expectations are met. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=6005&Initiative=false&Year=2025
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2023-24/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/House/1838-S.SL.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5801-S.SL.pdf
https://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2025-26/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/5802-S2.SL.pdf
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2711&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2251&Year=2025&Initiative=false
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 Ways & Means  

 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE 
DATE TYPE LOCATION SUBJECTS 

October 14 Work Session Olympia • To be determined 

December 
Assembly Days 

Work Session  Olympia • To be determined 

 

 

COMMITTEE WORKPLANS 
2026 Legislative Budget Notes 

Completion Date:  June 2026 Staff: Committee Staff 

Legislative fiscal staff in the Senate and House will work together with the Legislative 
Evaluation and Accountability Program staff to publish Legislative Budget Notes by summer 
2026.  

Legislative Budget Notes is a publication that represents the official record of legislative 
action on the omnibus operating, transportation, and capital budgets. It is used by legislators, 
legislative staff, state agencies, and the public to determine the legislative intent behind the 
hundreds of policy changes embedded in the three major documents. 

 

Four-Year Balanced Budget and Outlook 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff: Corban Nemeth 360-786-7736 

Beginning with the 2013-2015 biennium, SSB 6636 (2012) required budgets at the time of 
passage be projected to be balanced for current and following biennia based on a maintenance 
level projection. The Economic and Revenue Forecast Council (ERFC) must prepare a budget 
outlook document for the Governor's proposed budget and for the budget enacted by the 
Legislature. 

To assist the ERFC in preparing the state budget outlooks, a State Budget Outlook Work 
Group is created, consisting of one staff person from the Office of Financial Management, the 
Legislative Evaluation and Accountability Program Committee, the Office of the State 
Treasurer, the ERFC, the Caseload Forecast Council, the Senate Ways & Means Committee, and 
the House Appropriations Committee.  

Legislative staff will participate in the work group and provide technical assistance. 
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Caseload Forecast Council Technical Staff Work Groups 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff: Senate Ways & Means Committee 

Staff will monitor changes and trends and provide input regarding caseload forecasts for 
entitlement programs for the public schools, medical assistance, long-term care, 
developmental disabilities, foster care, adoption support, general assistance, corrections, 
juvenile rehabilitation, and the Working Families Tax Credit Program. The caseload forecasts 
are used to develop the majority of the budgets for these programs. 

The work groups meet periodically and include staff from the Senate Ways & Means 
Committee, House Appropriations Committee, Caseload Forecast Council, Office of Financial 
Management, the Department of Social and Health Services, and other caseload-driven 
agencies. 

 

Joint Committee on Employment Relations 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff: Amanda Cecil 360-786-7460 

References:  RCW 41.80.007 

The Joint Committee on Employment Relations meets annually to consider matters related 
to collective bargaining with state employees. Each year the Committee is expected to meet six 
times for the purpose of consulting with the Governor or the Governor's designee and 
institutions of higher education on matters related to collective bargaining with state 
employees conducted under the authority of this chapter and chapters 41.56, 47.64, and 
74.39A RCW. Staff will provide support to the Committee and monitor activity. 

 

Pension Funding Council 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff: Amanda Cecil 360-786-7460 

References:  RCW 41.45.030 and RCW 41.45.060 

The Pension Funding Council is directed to meet annually. During odd numbered years, the 
council must adopt certain long-term economic assumptions that are used to establish pension 
rates in the subsequent year. During even numbered years, the council must adopt pension 
funding rates for the subsequent fiscal biennia. 

During the 2026 calendar year, the council is expected to meet up to two times to adopt 
pension funding rates for the 2027-29 fiscal biennium.  

Committee staff will provide support to the council. 

 

2027 Citizen’s Guides to the State Operating and Capital Budgets 

Completion Date:  January 2027 Staff: James Kettel 360-786-7459 
          Michael Bezanson 360-786-7449 

Staff from the Senate Ways & Means Committee and the Legislative Evaluation and 
Accountability Program Committee will publish updated versions of A Citizen's Guide to the 
Operating Budget and A Citizen's Guide to the Capital Budget for the 2027 legislative session. 
The guides are published on a biennial basis for use by members, legislative staff, and the 
public to answer basic questions about the Washington State operating and capital biennial 
budgets. The guides will be published at the start of the 2027 legislative session and will be 
available from committee staff, as well as online. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=41.80.007
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=41.45.030
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2027 A Citizen’s Guide to K-12 Finance 

Completion Date:  June 2027 Staff: Kayla Hammer 360-786-7305 
          Trevor Press 360-786-7446 

Committee staff will update A Citizen's Guide to K-12 Finance. The guide is published 
annually and serves as a resource for members, legislative staff, and the public to answer 
frequently asked questions regarding K-12 finance.  

 

2027 Legislative Guide to Washington’s Tax Structure 

Completion Date:  January 2027 Staff: Jeff Mitchell 360-786-7438 
          Alia Kennedy 360-786-7405 

Committee staff will update the Legislative Guide to Washington’s Tax Structure. The guide 
serves as an overview of Washington’s full tax structure for members, legislative staff, and the 
public. The updated guide will reflect the changes made in the 2026 legislative session. The 
guide will be published at the start of the 2027 legislative session and will be available from 
committee staff, as well as online. 

 

Local Government Finance and Distributions 

Completion Date:  ongoing Staff: Alia Kennedy 360-786-7405 
          Jeff Mitchell 360-786-7438 

Staff maintain a reference guide to the over billion dollars in state distributions to local 
governments, primarily cities and counties. This information is available on the fiscal.wa.gov 
website. The reference guide is intended for use by members, legislative staff, local 
governments, and the public, and outlines state shared revenues, distributions, grants, and 
loan programs that benefit local governments. 

Staff will continue working with the Legislative Evaluation and Accountability Program 
Committee to update the reference guide and develop more complete information on the 
variety of different forms of assistance to local governments, better search capabilities, and 
mapping tools. 

 

Competitive Capital Budget Grant and Loan Programs 

Completion Date:  September 2026 Staff: Michael Bezanson 360-786-7449 

References:  https://fiscal.wa.gov/statebudgets/CapitalGrantLoanPrograms 

The Ways & Means Committee capital budget staff and Legislative Evaluation and 
Accountability Program Committee staff will update the Competitive Capital Budget Grant and 
Loan Program website. The public webpage contains information about capital budget grant 
and loan programs for which individuals and organizations may apply. The site includes links to 
the grant and loan programs, amounts, approximate due dates, and other information. 
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Joint Legislative-Executive Committee on Budget Transparency and Fiscal Sustainability 

Completion Date:  December 2027 Staff: Susan Brooks 360-786-7273 
           James Kettel 360-786-7459  
           Corban Nemeth 360-786-7736 

References:  Chapter 268, Laws of 2026, PV (ESSB 5998, Section 907) 

The 2026 supplemental operating budget created an 18-member legislative-executive 
committee to be co-chaired jointly by three committee members, one each from the Senate 
and the House of Representatives, and the Director of the Office of Financial Management. The 
co-chairs will jointly convene up to three meetings each year in 2026 and 2027. 

Staff support for legislative members of the joint committee will be provided by Senate 
Committee Services and the House Office of Program Research. As the co-chairs may 
collectively agree and reasonably request, additional assistance may be provided by the Office 
of Financial Management, the Economic and Revenue Forecast Council, the Caseload Forecast 
Council, the Legislative Evaluation and Accountability Program Committee, the Office of Equity, 
and Your Washington. The co-chairs shall jointly request technical assistance from a 
nonpartisan organization working to strengthen state government with specific technical 
expertise in state fiscal policy to provide technical assistance and make recommendations for 
promoting budget transparency, fiscal sustainability, program accountability, and equitable 
outcomes. 

During the first phase (2026), the organization shall review the following: revenue growth 
projections and spending assumptions in the four-year budget outlook; statutory cost drivers 
and their effect on carryforward and maintenance levels; and relevant budget practices in 
other states. 

During the second phase (2027), the organization shall review the following: management 
staffing levels, administrative overhead costs and performance management practices; public 
reporting tools and data accessibility; and relevant budget practices in other states.  

Reports are due November 15, 2026, and November 15, 2027. 

 

ESSB 6346 Advisory Group 

Completion Date:  December 2027 Staff:  Jeff Mitchell 360-786-7438 

References: Chapter 238, Laws of 2026 (ESSB 6346) 

Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6346 (establishing a tax on millionaires) requires the 
Department of Revenue to regularly consult with an advisory group comprised of 17 members, 
including four legislators, to advise the Department and make recommendations regarding 
implementation and administration of the legislation.  

Staff support for the advisory group will be provided by the Department of Revenue. Staff 
support for the legislative members during advisory group meetings will include legislative 
nonpartisan and partisan staff. 

 

 




