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FIFTEENTH DAY 

 

NOON SESSION 

Senate Chamber, Olympia 

Monday, January 27, 2020 

 
The Senate was called to order at 12:03 p.m. by the President 

of the Senate, Lt. Governor Habib presiding. The Secretary called 
the roll and announced to the President that all Senators were 
present.  

The Sergeant at Arms Color Guard consisting of Pages Miss 
Malia Chea and Mr. Sam Davis, presented the Colors. Page Miss 
Hailey Sarber led the Senate in the Pledge of Allegiance. Brother 
Mustafa Mohamedali of the Islamic Center of Olympia, Ms. 
Meera Suresh and Mr. Ish Singh offered the prayer.  All three 
were guests of Senator Dhingra. 
 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Liias the reading of the Journal of the 

previous day was dispensed with and it was approved. 

 

MOTION 

 

There being no objection, the Senate advanced to the first order 

of business. 

 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 5636  Prime Sponsor, Senator Brown: Concerning 

fiscal notes.  Reported by Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5636 be substituted therefor, and the substitute bill do 

pass.  Signed by Senators Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, 

Capital Lead; Mullet, Capital Budget Cabinet; Braun, 

Ranking Member; Brown, Assistant Ranking Member, 

Operating; Honeyford, Assistant Ranking Member, Capital; 

Becker; Billig; Carlyle; Conway; Darneille; Dhingra; 

Hasegawa; Hunt; Keiser; Liias; Muzzall; Pedersen; Rivers; 

Schoesler; Van De Wege; Wagoner; Warnick and Wilson, L. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6049  Prime Sponsor, Senator Liias: Creating the 

insurance commissioner's fraud account.  Reported by 

Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, Capital Lead; Mullet, 

Capital Budget Cabinet; Honeyford, Assistant Ranking 

Member, Capital; Billig; Carlyle; Conway; Darneille; 

Dhingra; Hasegawa; Hunt; Keiser; Liias; Pedersen; Rivers; 

Van De Wege; Wagoner; Warnick and Wilson, L. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Braun, Ranking 

Member; Brown, Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; 

Becker; Muzzall and Schoesler. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6072  Prime Sponsor, Senator Rolfes: Dividing the 

state wildlife account into the fish, wildlife, and conservation 

account and the limited fish and wildlife account.  Reported by 

Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 6072 be substituted therefor, and the substitute bill do 

pass.  Signed by Senators Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, 

Capital Lead; Mullet, Capital Budget Cabinet; Braun, 

Ranking Member; Brown, Assistant Ranking Member, 

Operating; Honeyford, Assistant Ranking Member, Capital; 

Becker; Billig; Carlyle; Conway; Darneille; Dhingra; 

Hasegawa; Hunt; Keiser; Liias; Muzzall; Pedersen; Rivers; 

Schoesler; Van De Wege; Wagoner; Warnick and Wilson, L. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6127  Prime Sponsor, Senator Randall: Adding a 

graduate student to the student achievement council.  Reported 

by Committee on Higher Education & Workforce Development 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 6127 be substituted therefor, and the substitute bill do 

pass.  Signed by Senators Randall, Chair; Stanford, Vice 

Chair; Holy, Ranking Member; Brown and Liias. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6136  Prime Sponsor, Senator Nguyen: Updating 

restrictions on electronic benefit cards.  Reported by Committee 

on Human Services, Reentry & Rehabilitation 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Darneille, Chair; Nguyen, Vice Chair; Walsh, 

Ranking Member; Cleveland; O'Ban; Wilson, C. and Zeiger. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6218  Prime Sponsor, Senator Schoesler: Modifying 

the definition of salary for the Washington state patrol retirement 

system.  Reported by Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, Capital Lead; Mullet, 

Capital Budget Cabinet; Braun, Ranking Member; Brown, 

Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; Honeyford, Assistant 

Ranking Member, Capital; Becker; Billig; Carlyle; Conway; 

Darneille; Dhingra; Hasegawa; Hunt; Keiser; Liias; Muzzall; 

Pedersen; Rivers; Schoesler; Van De Wege; Wagoner; 

Warnick and Wilson, L. 

 

Referred to Committee on Transportation. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6219  Prime Sponsor, Senator Conway: Modifying the 

definition of index for the Washington state patrol retirement 
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system.  Reported by Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, Capital Lead; Mullet, 

Capital Budget Cabinet; Braun, Ranking Member; Brown, 

Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; Honeyford, Assistant 

Ranking Member, Capital; Becker; Billig; Carlyle; Conway; 

Darneille; Dhingra; Hasegawa; Hunt; Keiser; Liias; Muzzall; 

Pedersen; Rivers; Schoesler; Van De Wege; Wagoner; 

Warnick and Wilson, L. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6256  Prime Sponsor, Senator Wellman: Concerning 

the heating oil insurance program.  Reported by Committee on 

Environment, Energy & Technology 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 6256 be substituted therefor, and the substitute bill do 

pass.  Signed by Senators Lovelett, Vice Chair; Carlyle, 

Chair; Ericksen, Ranking Member; Fortunato, Assistant 

Ranking Member, Environment; Sheldon, Assistant Ranking 

Member, Energy & Technology; Brown; Das; Hobbs; Liias; 

McCoy; Nguyen; Rivers; Short; Stanford and Wellman. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6257  Prime Sponsor, Senator Wellman: Concerning 

the underground storage tank reinsurance program.  Reported by 

Committee on Environment, Energy & Technology 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 6257 be substituted therefor, and the substitute bill do 

pass.  Signed by Senators Lovelett, Vice Chair; Carlyle, 

Chair; Ericksen, Ranking Member; Fortunato, Assistant 

Ranking Member, Environment; Sheldon, Assistant Ranking 

Member, Energy & Technology; Brown; Das; Hobbs; Liias; 

McCoy; Rivers; Short; Stanford and Wellman. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6281  Prime Sponsor, Senator Carlyle: Concerning the 

management and oversight of personal data.  Reported by 

Committee on Environment, Energy & Technology 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 6281 be substituted therefor, and the substitute bill do 

pass.  Signed by Senators Lovelett, Vice Chair; Carlyle, 

Chair; Ericksen, Ranking Member; Fortunato, Assistant 

Ranking Member, Environment; Sheldon, Assistant Ranking 

Member, Energy & Technology; Brown; Das; Hobbs; Liias; 

McCoy; Nguyen; Rivers; Short; Stanford and Wellman. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6312  Prime Sponsor, Senator Zeiger: Making the 

nonprofit and library fund-raising exemption permanent.  

Reported by Committee on Ways & Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Frockt, Vice Chair, Operating, Capital Lead; Mullet, 

Capital Budget Cabinet; Braun, Ranking Member; Brown, 

Assistant Ranking Member, Operating; Honeyford, Assistant 

Ranking Member, Capital; Becker; Billig; Carlyle; Conway; 

Darneille; Dhingra; Hasegawa; Hunt; Keiser; Liias; Muzzall; 

Pedersen; Rivers; Schoesler; Van De Wege; Wagoner; 

Warnick and Wilson, L. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6374  Prime Sponsor, Senator Holy: Concerning 

apprenticeship materials for dual credit scholarship programs.  

Reported by Committee on Higher Education & Workforce 

Development 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Randall, Chair; Stanford, Vice Chair; Holy, Ranking 

Member; Brown and Liias. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6405  Prime Sponsor, Senator Stanford: Supporting 

student success at community and technical colleges by 

increasing full-time faculty and stabilizing the use of part-time 

faculty.  Reported by Committee on Higher Education & 

Workforce Development 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Randall, Chair; Stanford, Vice Chair and Liias. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Holy, Ranking 

Member and Brown. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6468  Prime Sponsor, Senator Randall: Repealing the 

legislative advisory committee to the committee on advanced 

tuition payment.  Reported by Committee on Higher Education 

& Workforce Development 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  Do pass.  Signed by 

Senators Randall, Chair; Stanford, Vice Chair; Holy, Ranking 

Member; Brown and Liias. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 

January 23, 2020 

SB 6492  Prime Sponsor, Senator Pedersen: Addressing 

workforce education investment funding through business and 

occupation tax reform.  Reported by Committee on Ways & 

Means 

 

MAJORITY recommendation:  That Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 6492 be substituted therefor, and the substitute bill do 

pass.  Signed by Senators Rolfes, Chair; Frockt, Vice Chair, 

Operating, Capital Lead; Mullet, Capital Budget Cabinet; 

Billig; Carlyle; Conway; Darneille; Dhingra; Hasegawa; 

Hunt; Keiser; Liias and Pedersen. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  That it be referred without 

recommendation.  Signed by Senators Wagoner and 

Warnick. 

 

MINORITY recommendation:  Do not pass.  Signed by 
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Senators Braun, Ranking Member; Brown, Assistant Ranking 

Member, Operating; Honeyford, Assistant Ranking Member, 

Capital; Becker; Muzzall; Rivers; Schoesler and Wilson, L. 

 

Referred to Committee on Rules for second reading. 

 
MOTION 

 

On motion of Liias, all measures listed on the Standing 

Committee report were referred to the committees as designated 

with the exception of Senate Bill No. 6136 which was designated 

to he Committee on Ways & Means and was referred to the 

Committee on Rules. 
 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Liias, the Senate advanced to the third 

order of business. 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR  

GUBERNATORIAL APPOINTMENTS 

 

January 23, 2020 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

SHILOH BURGESS, appointed January 23, 2020, for the term 

ending December 31, 2022, as Member of the Recreation and 

Conservation Funding Board.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural 

Resources & Parks as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 

9384. 

 

January 23, 2020 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

HOLLY M. SILER, appointed January 23, 2020, for the term 

ending September 30, 2024, as Member of the Columbia Basin 

College Board of Trustees.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Higher Education & Workforce 

Development as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9385. 

 

January 23, 2020 

TO THE HONORABLE, THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 

WASHINGTON 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I have the honor to submit the following appointment, subject 

to your confirmation. 

ALBERT L. TRIPP, appointed January 23, 2020, for the term 

ending June 30, 2023, as Member of the Housing Finance 

Commission.  

Sincerely, 

JAY INSLEE, Governor 

Referred to Committee on Housing Stability & Affordability 

as Senate Gubernatorial Appointment No. 9386. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Liias, all appointees listed on the 

Gubernatorial Appointments report were referred to the 

committees as designated. 
 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Liias, the Senate advanced to the fifth 

order of business. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING 

 

SB 6611 by Senator Darneille 

AN ACT Relating to families in conflict; amending RCW 

13.32A.030, 13.32A.040, and 13.32A.150; and adding a new 

section to chapter 13.32A RCW. 

 

Referred to Committee on Human Services, Reentry & 

Rehabilitation. 

 

SB 6612 by Senator Braun 

AN ACT Relating to audit requirements for charitable 

organizations that provide services to homeless persons; and 

amending RCW 19.09.541. 

 

Referred to Committee on Human Services, Reentry & 

Rehabilitation. 

 

SB 6613 by Senators Rolfes, Lovelett and Saldaña 

AN ACT Relating to the inspection of marine aquatic 

farming locations; and amending RCW 77.125.030. 

 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Water, Natural 

Resources & Parks. 

 

SB 6614 by Senators Takko, Wellman, Lovelett, Keiser, 

Randall, Stanford and Van De Wege 

AN ACT Relating to establishing the rural college promise 

program; amending RCW 82.04.299; reenacting and 

amending RCW 43.79A.040; adding a new chapter to Title 

28B RCW; and providing expiration dates. 

 

Referred to Committee on Higher Education & Workforce 

Development. 

 

SB 6615 by Senator Wellman 

AN ACT Relating to staff funding for school districts; 

amending RCW 28A.150.260 and 28A.150.415; creating a 

new section; and providing an effective date. 

 

Referred to Committee on Early Learning & K-12 

Education. 

 

SB 6616 by Senators Liias and Van De Wege 

AN ACT Relating to retirement benefits for certain 

employees that provided emergency medical services prior 

to July 27, 2003; and adding a new section to chapter 41.40 

RCW. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

SB 6617 by Senators Liias and Das 

AN ACT Relating to accessory dwelling unit regulation; 

amending RCW 43.21C.495; adding new sections to chapter 

36.70A RCW; and creating a new section. 



4 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

 

Referred to Committee on Housing Stability & 

Affordability. 

 

SB 6618 by Senators Liias and Kuderer 

AN ACT Relating to housing benefit districts; amending 

RCW 36.70A.600, 82.14.410, 84.52.010, and 29A.36.210; 

and adding a new chapter to Title 36 RCW. 

 

Referred to Committee on Housing Stability & 

Affordability. 

 

SB 6619 by Senators Wellman, Nguyen, Lovelett, Stanford and 

Das 

AN ACT Relating to chemicals in drinking water; and 

adding a new section to chapter 90.48 RCW. 

 

Referred to Committee on Environment, Energy & 

Technology. 

 

SB 6620 by Senators Short, Saldaña and King 

AN ACT Relating to exceptions to disqualification for 

unemployment insurance benefits when voluntarily leaving 

employment due to location and the separation from a minor 

child; reenacting and amending RCW 50.20.050; and 

creating a new section. 

 

Referred to Committee on Labor & Commerce. 

 

SB 6621 by Senators Frockt, Braun, Brown and Keiser 

AN ACT Relating to increasing tax exemption transparency 

and accountability; amending RCW 43.06.400, 82.33.060, 

and 43.88.030; and creating a new section. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

SB 6622 by Senators Das, Lovelett, Rolfes, Nguyen, Cleveland, 

Carlyle, Hobbs, Frockt, Liias, Keiser, Stanford, 

Randall, Wellman, Salomon, Saldaña, Darneille, 

Wilson, C., Kuderer, Rivers, Hawkins, Van De Wege 

and Hunt 

AN ACT Relating to establishing a comprehensive, 

statewide photovoltaic module recovery, reuse, recycling, 

and end-of-life program; amending RCW 70.355.010; and 

creating new sections. 

 

Referred to Committee on Environment, Energy & 

Technology. 

 

SB 6623 by Senators Darneille, Kuderer, Warnick, Zeiger, Das, 

Nguyen and Saldaña 

AN ACT Relating to reducing funding restrictions for host 

homes; and amending RCW 74.15.020. 

 

Referred to Committee on Housing Stability & 

Affordability. 

 

SB 6624 by Senators Becker, Hasegawa, Randall, Rivers, 

Dhingra, Schoesler, Short, Padden, Conway, Wilson, 

L., Liias and Van De Wege 

AN ACT Relating to submitting reports to the legislature; 

and adding a new section to chapter 43.01 RCW. 

 

Referred to Committee on State Government, Tribal 

Relations & Elections. 

 

SB 6625 by Senators Nguyen, Lovelett and Frockt 

AN ACT Relating to creating a supports and basic income 

pilot program; amending RCW 74.04.005 and 43.185C.220; 

adding a new section to chapter 74.62 RCW; and creating a 

new section. 

 

Referred to Committee on Human Services, Reentry & 

Rehabilitation. 

 

SB 6626 by Senators Conway, O'Ban, Hunt, Zeiger, Hobbs, 

Becker, Randall, Short, Brown and Wagoner 

AN ACT Relating to creating the position of military spouse 

liaison; and adding a new section to chapter 43.60A RCW. 

 

Referred to Committee on State Government, Tribal 

Relations & Elections. 

 

SB 6627 by Senators Stanford, Das and Saldaña 

AN ACT Relating to reducing waste associated with single-

use food service products; amending RCW 70.95.080; 

adding a new chapter to Title 70 RCW; prescribing 

penalties; providing an effective date; and providing 

expiration dates. 

 

Referred to Committee on Environment, Energy & 

Technology. 

 

SJM 8020 by Senators Honeyford and King 

Requesting the Washington state transportation commission 

to commence proceedings designating names to certain 

highways. 

 

Referred to Committee on Transportation. 

 

SHB 1010 by House Committee on Civil Rights & Judiciary 

(originally sponsored by Senn, Lovick, Chapman, 

Walen, Slatter, Kloba, Peterson, Valdez, Kilduff, Ryu, 

Fitzgibbon, Appleton, Jinkins, Macri, Wylie, 

Goodman, Cody, Bergquist, Doglio, Robinson, Orwall, 

Stanford, Ortiz-Self, Santos, Frame and Leavitt) 

AN ACT Relating to the disposition of forfeited firearms by 

the Washington state patrol; and amending RCW 9.41.098. 

 

Referred to Committee on Law & Justice. 

 
MOTION 

 
On motion of Senator Liias, all measures listed on the 

Introduction and First Reading report were referred to the 
committees as designated. 
 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Liias, the Senate advanced to the eighth 

order of business. 

 

MOTION 

 

Senator Frockt moved adoption of the following resolution:  

 

SENATE RESOLUTION 

8663 

 

By Senators Frockt, Hunt, Cleveland, Das, Keiser, Salomon, Van 

De Wege, Stanford, Lovelett, Braun, Sheldon, Schoesler, 

Hawkins, Wellman, Takko, Wilson, C., Zeiger, Saldaña, Dhingra, 
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Liias, Honeyford, Carlyle, Billig, Rolfes, Kuderer, Wilson, L., 

Conway, Brown, Walsh, Holy, and Wagoner 

 

WHEREAS, January 27, 2020, marks the seventy-fifth 

anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest 

Nazi concentration and death camp; and 

WHEREAS, January 27th was designated as International 

Holocaust Remembrance Day by United Nations General 

Assembly Resolution 60/7 in 2005; and 

WHEREAS, The Holocaust was the state-sponsored, 

systematic persecution and annihilation of European Jewry by 

Nazi Germany and its collaborators; and 

WHEREAS, Six million Jews were murdered between 1933 

and 1945; Roma, people with disabilities, and Poles were also 

targeted for destruction or decimation for racial, ethnic, or 

national reasons; and millions more, including homosexuals, 

Jehovah's witnesses, soviet prisoners of war, and political 

dissidents also suffered grievous oppression and death under Nazi 

tyranny; and 

WHEREAS, The history of the Holocaust offers an opportunity 

to reflect on the moral responsibilities of individuals, societies, 

and governments; and 

WHEREAS, A 2018 study by the Conference on Jewish 

Material Claims Against Germany revealed a disturbing lack of 

knowledge about the Holocaust among Americans; and 

WHEREAS, There has been a dramatic rise in hate crimes and 

bias incidents in the last several years, including deadly attacks 

on the Jewish community; and 

WHEREAS, The people of the State of Washington should 

always remember the terrible events of the Holocaust and remain 

vigilant against hatred, persecution, and tyranny to ensure that the 

tragedies of the past are never repeated; and 

WHEREAS, Washington State recognizes the events of the 

Holocaust not only as the product of unimpeded prejudice and 

violence, but as a direct attack on our country's most sacred 

values; and 

WHEREAS, It is our moral obligation to the victims and 

survivors of the Holocaust to spread awareness of these tragic 

events and to reaffirm our united stance against hate; and 

WHEREAS, Deprivation of human rights based on religion 

does not just threaten the individual freedoms of those who are 

targeted, it threatens the foundations of a just society; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Senate 

pause in its deliberations to commemorate the seventy-fifth 

anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz and observe 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day. 

 

Senators Frockt, Sheldon, Carlyle, Wellman and Short spoke 

in favor of adoption of the resolution. 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

adoption of Senate Resolution No. 8663. 

The motion by Senator Frockt carried and the resolution was 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
The President welcomed and introduced Mr. Arnold Zweig, a 

survivor of Auschwitz, who was seated in the gallery.  Mr. 
Zweig was a guest of Senator Sheldon. 

 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

 

President Habib:  “Mr. Zweig is a survivor of the holocaust.  

He was imprisoned from 1937-1945 and lost his mother at 

Auschwitz. He has been a long-time resident here in Olympia and 

owned a successful business in Shelton.  A fixture in the 

community. But, what I want to highlight above all today on this 

very important day of remembrance is that he has born witness 

for 75 years today, he has through his life and through the stories 

he as shared, he has allowed us to have this understanding, this 

depth of understanding that we have.  On behalf of the Senate I 

want to express our gratitude to him for having done that 

tremendous service to our state, to our country, and our world for 

75 years and pledge that we in part, in our part, do everything we 

can to carry that legacy on. To make sure that the next 75 years, 

and indeed, for as long as we pledge allegiance to our flag here in 

the state of Washington, and we are a free people, we will 

continue in this state senate to recognize and remember 

Auschwitz. To recognize and remember the deeds of the 

Holocaust.  Those who lost their lives. Those who survived and 

told the tale.  So would the Senate please join me in thanking Mr. 

Zweig for his many years of service and sacrifice to our state.” 

The Senate rose in ovation for Mr. Zweig. 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Dhingra moved adoption of the following resolution:  

 

SENATE RESOLUTION 

8664 

 

By Senators Dhingra, Das, Takko, Lovelett, Billig, Hasegawa, 

Wilson, C., Hunt, Holy, Padden, Stanford, Kuderer, Liias, and 

Saldaña 

 

WHEREAS, January 26, 2020, marked the 71st Republic Day 

in India, celebrating the adoption of the Constitution of the 

world's largest democracy; and 

WHEREAS, India achieved independence from British rule 

through peaceful and nonviolent resistance; and 

WHEREAS, India's Constitution asserts equality before law, 

and declares, "that the State shall not deny to any person equality 

before the law or the equal protection of the laws within the 

territory of India"; and 

WHEREAS, India has a strong tradition of maintaining 

democratic ideals through robust checks on those in power; and 

WHEREAS, The first prime minister of India, Jawaharlal 

Nehru, wrote to caution himself and his own supporters, "We 

want no Caesars"; and 

WHEREAS, Washington state has many cultural and 

economic ties to India, including more than 60,000 Indian 

Americans living in the state; and 

WHEREAS, Indian Americans are small business owners, 

entrepreneurs, and CEOs of Washington companies, including 

the founding officers of many Seattle-based tech companies; and 

WHEREAS, These businesses provide valuable services, 

resources, and jobs to the people of this state; and 

WHEREAS, Indian Americans have been emigrating to the 

West Coast since the 19th century, working in our most vital 

industries including agriculture, logging, and trade; and 

WHEREAS, Indian Americans reflect the values of inclusion 

and pluralism through their many cultural and religious identities, 

including Muslim, Sikh, and Hindu; and 

WHEREAS, Indian Americans serve selflessly in our armed 

forces and in law enforcement, and contribute profoundly to the 

health care industry and Washington's institutions of higher 

education; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the 

Washington State Senate honor Republic Day 2020 as a symbol 

of the shared values of democracy, diversity, and inclusion, 
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between the nation of India and both the State of Washington and 

the United States of America. 

 

Senators Dhingra, Wagoner and Das spoke in favor of adoption 

of the resolution. 

The President declared the question before the Senate to be the 

adoption of Senate Resolution No. 8664. 

The motion by Senator Dhingra carried and the resolution was 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

MOTION 

 

At 12:59 p.m., on motion of Senator Liias, the Senate 

adjourned until 12:00 o'clock a.m. Tuesday, January 28, 2020. 

 

CYRUS HABIB, President of the Senate 

 

BRAD HENDRICKSON, Secretary of the Senate 
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