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PREFACE

Numbering system: The number of each section of this code is made up of three parts, in sequence as follows:
Number of title; number of chapter within the title; number of section within the chapter. Thus RCW 1.04.020 is Title
1, chapter 4, section 20. The section part of the number (.020) is initially made up of three digits, constitutes a true
decimal, and provides a facility for numbering new sections to be inserted between old sections already consecutively
numbered, merely by adding one or more digits at the end of the number. In most chapters of the code, sections have
been numbered by tens (.010, .020, .030, .040, etc.), leaving nine vacant numbers between original sections so that
for a time new sections may be inserted without extension of the section number beyond three digits.

Citation to the Revised Code of Washington: The code should be cited as RCW; see RCW 1.04.040. An RCW
title should be cited Title 7 RCW. An RCW chapter should be cited chapter 7.24 RCW. An RCW section should be
cited RCW 7.24.010. Through references should be made as RCW 7.24.010 through 7.24.100. Series of sections
should be cited as RCW 7.24.010, 7.24.020, and 7.24.030.

History of the Revised Code of Washington; Source notes: The Revised Code of Washington was adopted
by the legislature in 1950; see chapter 1.04 RCW. The original publication (1951) contained material variances from
the language and organization of the session laws from which it was derived, including a variety of divisions and
combinations of the session law sections. During 1953 through 1959, the Statute Law Committee, in exercise of the
powers contained in chapter 1.08 RCW, completed a comprehensive study of these variances and, by means of a series
of administrative orders or reenactment bills, restored each title of the code to reflect its session law source, but
retaining the general codification scheme originally adopted. An audit trail of this activity has been preserved in the
concluding segments of the source note of each section of the code so affected. The legislative source of each section
is enclosed in brackets [ ] at the end of the section. Reference to session laws is abbreviated; thus "1891 c 23 § I;
1854 p 99 § 135" refers to section 1, chapter 23, Laws of 1891 and section 135, page 99, Laws of 1854. "Prior"
indicates a break in the statutory chain, usually a repeal and reenactment. "RRS or Rem. Supp. " indicates the
parallel citation in Remington's Revised Code, last published in 1949.

Where, before restoration, a section of this code constituted a consolidation of two or more sections of the session
laws, or of sections separately numbered in Remington's, the line of derivation is shown for each component section,
with each line of derivation being set off from the others by use of small Roman numerals, "(i)," "(ii)," etc.

Where, before restoration, only a part of a session law section was reflected in a particular RCW section the
history note reference is followed by the word "part."

"Formerly" and its correlative form "FORMER PART OF SECTION" followed by an RCW citation preserves
the record of original codification. ’

Double amendments: Some double or other multiple amendments to a section made without reference to each
other are set out in the code in smaller (8-point) type. See RCW 1.12.025.

Index:Titles 1 through 91 are indexed in the RCW General Index. Separate indexes are provided for the Rules
of Court and the State Constitution.

Sections repealed or decodified; Disposition table: Memorials to RCW sections repealed or decodified are
tabulated in numerical order in the table entitled "Disposition of former RCW sections."

Codification tables: To convert a session law citation to its RCW number (for Laws of 1951 or later) consult
the codification tables. A similar table is included to relate the disposition in RCW of sections of Remington's
Revised Statutes. .

Errors or omissions: (1) Where an obviousclerical error has been made in the law during the legislative process,
the code reviser adds a corrected word, phrase, or punctuation mark in [brackets] for clarity. These additions do not
constitute any part of the law.

(2) Although considerable care has been taken in the production of this code, within the limits of available time
and facilities it is inevitable that in so large a work that there will be errors, both mechanical and of judgment. When
those who use this code detect errors in particular sections, a note citing the section involved and the nature of the
error may be sent to: Code Reviser, Box 40551, Legislative Building, Olympia, WA 98504, so that correction may
be made in a subsequent publication.

(1996 Ed.) [Preface—p iii]



TITLES OF THE REVISED CODE OF WASHINGTON

1 General provisions

Judicial

Courts of record .
District courts—Courts of limited jurisdiction
Civil procedure

Evidence

Enforcement of judgments

Special proceedings and actions
Eminent domain

Crimes and punishments

9A Washington Criminal Code

10  Criminal procedure

11  Probate and trust law

12 District courts—Civil procedure

13 Juvenile courts and juvenile offenders

VO WNAWN

14 Aeronautics

Agriculture
15  Agriculture and marketing
16  Animals, estrays, brands, and fences
17 Weeds, rodents, and pests

Businesses and professions
18 Businesses and professions
19  Business regulations—Miscellaneous
20 Commission merchants—Agricultural products
21  Securities and investments
22  Warehousing and deposits

Corporations, associations, and partnerships
23 Corporations and associations (Profit)
23B Washington business corporation act
24  Corporations and associations (Nonprofit)
25 Partnerships

26 Domestic relations

Education
27 Libraries, museums, and historical activities
28A Common school provisions
28B Higher education
28C Vocational education
28D Education

29 Elections

Financial institutions
30 Banks and trust companies
31 Miscellaneous loan agencies
32 Mutual savings banks
33  Savings and loan associations

Government
34  Administrative law
35 Cities and towns
35A Optional Municipal Code
36 Counties
37 Federal areas—Indians
38 Militia and military affairs
39  Public contracts and indebtedness
40 Public documents, records, and publications
41 Public employment, civil service, and pensions
42  Public officers and agencies
43  State government—Executive
44  State government—Legislative
45 Townships
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46
47

48

Highways and motor vehicles
Motor vehicles
Public highways and transportation

Insurance

Labor

Labor regulations
Unemployment compensation
Industrial insurance

Local service districts
Fire protection districts
Port districts

Public utility districts
Sanitary districts
Sewer districts

Water districts

Property rights and incidents

Boundaries and plats

Landlord and tenant

Liens

Mortgages, deeds of trust, and real estate contracts
Uniform Commercial Code

Personal property

Real property and conveyances

Recording, registration, and legal publication

Public health, safety, and welfare
Alcoholic beverage control

Sports and recreation—Convention facilities
Cemeteries, morgues, and human remains
Food, drugs, cosmetics, and poisons
Publichealth and safety

Mental illness

Developmental disabilities

State institutions

Veterans and veterans' affairs

Public assistance

Public resources

Food fish and shellfish

Forests and forest products
Game and game fish

Mines, minerals, and petroleum
Public lands

Public service
Public utilities
Transportation

Taxation
Excise taxes
Estate taxation

Property taxes

Waters

Diking and drainage

Flood control

Irrigation

Navigation and harbor improvements

Reclamation, soil conservation, and land settlement
Water rights—Environment

Waterways

(1996 Ed.)



Title 46
MOTOR VEHICLES

Chapters

46.01 Department of licensing.

46.04 Definitions.

46.08 General provisions.

46.09 Off-road and nonhighway vehicles.

46.10 Snowmobiles.

46.12 Certificates of ownership and registration.

46.16 Vehicle licenses.

46.20 Drivers’ licenses—Identicards.

46.21 Driver license compact.

46.23 Nonresident violator compact.

46.25 Uniform Commercial Driver’s License Act.

46.29 Financial responsibility.

46.30 Mandatory liability insurance.

46.32 Vehicle inspection.

46.37 Vehicle lighting and other equipment.

46.38 Vehicle equipment safety compact.

46.39 Interstate compact for school bus safety.

46.44 Size, weight, load.

46.48 Transportation of hazardous materials.

46.52 Accidents—Reports—Abandoned vehicles.

46.55 Towing and impoundment.

46.61 Rules of the road.

46.63 Disposition of traffic infractions.

46.64 Enforcement.

46.65 Washington Habitual Traffic Offenders Act.

46.68 Disposition of revenue.

46.70 Unfair business practices—Dealers’ licenses.

46.71 Automotive repair.

46.72 Transportation of passengers in for hire
vehicles.

46.72A  Limousines.

46.73 Private carrier drivers.

46.74 Ride sharing.

46.76 Motor vehicle transporters.

46.79 Hulk haulers and scrap processors.

46.80 Vehicle wreckers.

46.81 Traffic safety education courses.

46.81A  Motorcycle skills education program.

46.82 Driver training schools. '

46.83 Traffic schools.

46.85 Reciprocal or proportional registration of
vehicles.

46.87 Proportional registration.

46.88 Out-of-state commercial vehicles—Intrastate
permits.

46.90 Washington Model Traffic Ordinance.

46.94 Motorcycle dealers’ franchise act.

46.96 Manufacturers’ and dealers’ franchise agree-
ments.

46.98 Construction.

Reviser’s note: Throughout Title 46 RCW references to (1) "joint
committee on highways, streets and bridges" have been changed to
"legislative transportation committee” under the authority of RCW
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44.40.010; and (2) "public service commission” have been changed to
"utilities and transportation commission" under the authority of 1961 c 290
§1.

Aircraft and airman regulations: Chapter 14.16 RCW.

Aircraft dealers: Chapter 14.20 RCW.

Ambulances and drivers: RCW 70.54.060, 70.54.065.

Auto transportation companies: Title 8] RCW.

Bicycles, regulation by cities: Chapter 3575 RCW.

Buses, unlawful conduct on: RCW 9.91.025.

Campers, excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW.

Consumer protection: Chapter 19.86 RCW.

Crimes
controlled substances, seizure and forfeiture of vehicles: RCW 69.50.505.
criminal possession of leased or rented motor vehicle: RCW 9A.56.095.
driving while intoxicated while engaged in occupational duties: RCW

9.91.020.

firearms in vehicle: RCW 9.41.050, 9.41.060, 77.16.250.
taking motor vehicle without permission: RCW 9A.56.070.
vehicle prowling: RCW 9A.52.095, 9A.52.100.

Emission control program: Chapter 70.120 RCW.
Explosives, regulation: Chapter 70.74 RCW.
Fireworks, regulation, transportation: Chapter 70.77 RCW.

Highway funds, use, constitutional limitations: State Constitution Art. 2 §
40 (Amendment 18).

Hulk haulers and scrap processors: Chapter 46.79 RCW.

Juveniles, court to forward record to director of licensing: RCW 13.50.200.
Leases: Chapter 62A.2A RCW.

"Lemon Law": Chapter 19.118 RCW.

Limited access highways, violations: RCW 47.52.120.

Littering: Chapter 70.93 RCW.

Marine employees—Public employment relations: Chapter 47.64 RCW.
Mobile home, travel trailer, and camper excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW.
Mobile homes, excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW.

Motor boat regulation: Chapter 88.12 RCW.

Motor vehicle
excise tax: Chapter 82.44 RCW.
fuel tax: Chapter 82.36 RCW.
use tax: Chapter 82.12 RCW.

Motor vehicle fund income from United States securities—Exemption from
reserve fund requirement: RCW 43.84.095.

State patrol: Chapter 43.43 RCW.

Toll bridge authority: Chapters 47.56, 47.60 RCW.

Traffic control at work sites: RCW 47.36.200 through 47.36.230.
Traffic safety commission: Chapter 43.59 RCW.

Travel trailers, excise tax: Chapter 82.50 RCW.

Warranties, express: Chapter 19.118 RCW.

Chapter 46.01
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING

Sections

46.01.011  Purpose.

46.01.020 Department created.

46.01.030 Administration and improvement of certain motor vehicle

laws.

[Title 46 RCW—page 1]



Chapter 46.01

46.01.040  Powers, duties, and functions relating to motor vehicle laws
vested in department. ’

46.01.050  Other powers, duties, and functions of division of profes-
sional licensing transferred to business and professions
administration—Divisions created.

46.01.055 Business and professions administration—Supervision.

46.01.070  Functions performed by state patrol as agent for director of
licenses transferred to department.

46.01.090 Director—Appointment—Qualifications.

46.01.100 Organization of department.

46.01.110  Rule-making authority.

46.01.130  Powers of department and director—Personnel—
Appointment of county auditors as agents.

46.01.140  County auditors, others, as special deputies and subagents of
director—Disposition of application fees.

46.01.150  Branch offices.

46.01.160 Forms for applications, licenses, and certificates.

46.01.170  Seal.

46.01.180  Oaths and acknowledgments.

46.01.190 Designation of state patrol a$ agent for surrender of drivers’
licenses.

46.01.230 Payment by check or money order—Regulations—Penalty
for nonsurrender upon cancellation—Handling fee for
dishonored checks.

46.01.250  Certified copies of records—Fee.

46.01.260 Destruction of records by director.

46.01.270 Destruction of records by county auditor.

46.01.290 Director to make annual reports to governor.

46.01.310 Immunity of licensing agents.

46.01.320 Title and registration advisory committee.

46.01.325 Agent and subagent fees—Analysis and evaluation.

46.01.330 Facilities siting coordination.

46.01.340 Data base of fuel dealer and distributor license information.

46.01.350  Fuel tax advisory group.

Extension or modification oflicensing, certification, or registration period
authorized—Rules and regulations, manner and content: RCW
43.24.140.

Gambling commission, administrator and staff for: RCW 9.46.080.
Health, department of, functions transferred to: RCW 43.70.901.

Public bodies may retain collection agencies to collect public debts: RCW
19.16.500.

46.01.011 Purpose. The legislature finds that the
department of licensing administers laws relating to the
licensing and regulation of professions, businesses, gambling,
and other activities in addition to administering laws relating
to the licensing and regulation of vehicles and vehicle
operators, dealers, and manufacturers. The laws adminis-
tered by the department have the common denominator of
licensing and regulation and are directed toward protecting
and enhancing the well-being of the residents of the state.
(1994 ¢ 92 § 500; 1979 c 158 § 113; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 334 § 1.)

Effective date—1977 ex.s. ¢ 334: "This 1977 amendatory act shall
take effect on July I, 1977." [1977 ex.s. c 334 § 8]

46.01.020 Department created. A department of the
government of this state to be known as the "department of
licensing” is hereby created. [1979 ¢ 158 § 114; 1977 ex.s.
c 334§ 2;,1965c 156 § 2.]

Effective date—1977 ex.s. ¢ 334: See note following RCW
46.01.011.

46.01.030 Administration and improvement of
certain motor vehicle laws. The department shall be
responsible for administering and recommending the im-
provement of the motor vehicle laws of this state relating to:

(1) driver examining and licensing;

(2) driver improvement;
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(3) driver records;

(4) financial responsibility;

(5) certificates of ownership;

(6) certificates of license registration and license plates;

(7) proration and reciprocity;

(8) liquid fuel tax collections;

(9) licensing of dealers, motor vehicle transporters,
motor vehicle wreckers, for hire vehicles, and drivers’
schools;

(10) general highway safety promotion in cooperation
with the Washington state patrol and traffic safety commis-
sion;

(11) such other activities as the legislature may provide.
[1990 c 250 § 14; 1965 c 156 § 3]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.01.040 Powers, duties, and functions relating to
motor vehicle laws vested in department. The department
of licensing is vested with all powers, functions, and duties
with respect to and including the following:

(1) The motor vehicle fuel excise tax as provided in
chapter 82.36 RCW;

(2) The special fuel tax as provided in chapter 82.38
RCW;

(3) The motor vehicle excise tax as provided in chapter
82.44 RCW;

(4) The house trailer excise tax as provided in chapter
82.50 RCW;

(5) All general powers and duties relating to motor
vehicles as provided in chapter 46.08 RCW;

(6) Certificates of ownership and registration as provid-
ed in chapters 46.12 and 46.16 RCW;

(7) The registration and licensing of motor vehicles as
provided in chapters 46.12 and 46.16 RCW;

(8) Dealers’ licenses as provided in chapter 46.70 RCW;

(9) The licensing of motor vehicle transporters as
provided in chapter 46.76 RCW;

(10) The licensing of *motor vehicle wreckers as
provided in chapter 46.80 RCW;

(11) The administration of the laws relating to reciprocal
or proportional registration of motor vehicles as provided in
chapter 46.85 RCW;

(12) The licensing of passenger vehicles for hire as
provided in chapter 46.72 RCW;

(13) Operators’ licenses as provided in chapter 46.20
RCW;

(14) Commercial driver training schools as provided in
chapter 46.82 RCW;

(15) Financial responsibility as provided in chapter
46.29 RCW;

(16) Accident reporting as provided in chapter 46.52
RCW;

(17) Disposition of revenues as provided in chapter
46.68 RCW; and

(18) The administration of all other laws relating to
motor vehicles vested in the director of licenses on June 30,
1965. [1983c 3§ 117; 1979 ¢ 158 § 115; 1965 ¢ 156 § 4.]

*Reviser’s note: "Motor vehicle wrecker" redesignated "vehicle
wrecker” by 1995 ¢ 256.

(1996 Ed.)



Department of Licensing

46.01.050 Other powers, duties, and functions of
division of professional licensing transferred to business
and professions administration—Divisions created. All
powers, functions and duties vested by law in the division of
professional licensing in the department of licensing on
August 9, 1969, other than those enumerated in RCW
46.01.040, shall be transferred to the business and profes-
sions administration hereby created consisting of the divi-
sions of real estate and professional licensing, within the
department of licensing. [1994 ¢ 92 § 501; 1979 c 158 §
116; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 34; 1965 c 156 § 5.]

Delegation of authority to business and professions administration: RCW
43.24.024.

46.01.055 Business and professions administration—
Supervision. The director of licensing shall appoint and
deputize an assistant director of business and professions
administration, who shall have charge and supervision of the
business and professions administration. [1979 ¢ 158 § 117;
1969 ex.s. ¢ 281 § 35; 1967 ¢ 32 § 117.] '

46.01.070 Functions performed by state patrol as
agent for director of licenses transferred to department.
Functions named in RCW 46.01.030 which have been
performed by the state patrol as agent of the director of
licenses before June 30, 1965 shall be performed by the
department of licensing after June 30, 1965. [1979 c 158 §
118; 1965 c 156 § 7.]

46.01.090 Director—Appointment—Qualifications.
The department shall be under the control of an executive
officer to be known as the director of licensing. The
director shall be appointed by the governor, with the consent
of the senate, and hold office at the pleasure of the governor.
Directors shall be selected with special reference to their
experience, capacity, and interest in the field of motor
vehicle administration or highway safety. [1990 ¢ 250 § 15;
1979 ¢ 158 § 119; 1965 c 156 § 9.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.
Appointment of director: RCW 43.17.020.

Authority of director: RCW 43.24.010.

46.01.100 Organization of department. Directors
shall organize the department in such manner as they may
deem necessary to segregate and conduct the work of the
department. [1990 c 250 § 16; 1965 c 156 § 10.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.01.110 Rule-making authority. The director of
licensing is hereby authorized to adopt and enforce such
reasonable rules as may be consistent with and necessary to
carry out the provisions relating to vehicle licenses, cer-
tificates of ownership and license registration and drivers’
licenses not in conflict with the provisions of Title 46 RCW:
PROVIDED, That the director of licensing may not adopt
rules after July 23, 1995, that are based solely on a section
of law stating a statute’s intent or purpose, on the enabling
provisions of the statute establishing the agency, or on any
combination of such provisions, for statutory authority to
adopt any rule. [1995 ¢ 403 § 108; 1979 c 158 § 120; 1965
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c 156 § 11; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.140. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 79;
RRS § 6312-79. Formerly RCW 46.08.140.]

Findings—Short title—Intent—1995 c 403: See note following
RCW 34.05.328.

Part headings not law—Severability—1995 c 403: See RCW
43.05.903 and 43.05.904.

46.01.130 Powers of department and director—
Personnel—Appointment of county auditors as agents.
The department of licensing shall have the general supervi-
sion and control of the issuing of vehicle licenses and
vehicle license number plates and shall have the full power
to do all things necessary and proper to carry out the
provisions of the law relating to the licensing of vehicles; the
director shall have the power to appoint and employ depu-
ties, assistants and representatives, and such clerks as may be
required from time to time, and to provide for their operation
in different parts of the state, and the director shall have the
power to appoint the county auditors of the several counties
as his agents for the licensing of vehicles. [1979 c 158 §
121; 1973 ¢ 103 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 231 § 8; 1965 c 156 § 13;
1961 ¢ 12 § 46.08.090. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 26; RRS §
6312-26; prior: 1921 c 96 § 3, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 2, part;
1915 ¢ 142 § 3, part. Formerly RCW 46.08.090.]

Severability—1973 ¢ 103: "If any provision of this 1973 amendatory
act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the

remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or
circumstances is not affected." [1973 ¢ 103 § 9.]

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: "(1) Sections 1 through 7 of this
1971 amendatory act shall take effect on January 1, 1972.

(2) Sections 8 through 23 of this 1971 amendatory act shall take effect
on January 1, 1973." [1971 ex.s. c 231 § 24.] Sections 1 through 7 of
Laws of 1971 ex. sess. ¢c 231 consist of RCW 46.04.085, 46.04.302,
46.04.303, 46.04.305, 46.12.280, 46.16.111, and 46.16.50S; sections 8
through 23 of Laws of 1971 ex. sess. ¢ 231 consist of RCW 46.01.130,
46.01.140, 46.01.300, 46.12.105, 46.12.290, 46.16.100, 46.16.104 through
46.16.106, 46.16.510 through 46.16.550, 46.68.030, and 46.70.290.

46.01.140 County auditors, others, as special
deputies and subagents of director—Disposition of
application fees. (1) The county auditor, if appointed by the
director of licensing shall carry out the provisions of this
title relating to the licensing of vehicles and the issuance of
vehicle license number plates under the direction and
supervision of the director and may with the approval of the
director appoint assistants as special deputies and recom-
mend subagents to accept applications and collect fees for
vehicle licenses and transfers and to deliver vehicle license
number plates.

(2) A county auditor appointed by the director may
request that the director appoint subagencies within the
county. Upon authorization of the director, the auditor shall
advertise a request for proposals and use the process for
soliciting vendors under RCW 39.04.190(2), except that the
provision requiring the contract to be awarded to the lowest
responsible bidder shall not apply.- The auditor shall submit
all proposals to the director, and shall recommend the
appointment of one or more subagents who have applied
through the request for proposal process. The director has
final appointment authority.

(3)(a) A county auditor who is appointed as an agent by
the department shall enter into a standard contract provided
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46.01.140

by the director, developed with the advice of the title and
registration advisory committee.

(b) A subagent appointed under subsection (2) of this
section shall enter into a standard contract with the county
auditor, developed with the advice of the title and registra-
tion advisory committee. The director shall provide the
standard contract to county auditors.

(c) The contracts provided for in (a) and (b) of this
subsection must contain at a minimum provisions that:

(i) Describe the responsibilities, and where applicable,
the liability, of each party relating to the service expectations
and levels, equipment to be supplied by the department, and
equipment maintenance;

(ii) Require the specific type of insurance or bonds so
that the state is protected against any loss of collected motor
vehicle tax revenues or loss of equipment;

(iii) Specify the amount of trairiing that will be provided
by the state, the county auditor, or subagents;

(iv) Describe allowable costs that may be charged to
vehicle licensing activities as provided for in (d) of this
subsection;

(v) Describe the causes and procedures for termination
of the contract, which may include mediation and binding
arbitration.

(d)-The department shall develop procedures that will
standardize and prescribe allowable costs that may be
assigned to vehicle licensing and vessel registration and title
activities performed by county auditors.

(e) The contracts may include any provision that the
director deems necessary to ensure acceptable service and
the full collection of vehicle and vessel tax revenues.

(f) The director may waive any provisions of the
contract deemed necessary in order to ensure that readily
accessible service is provided to the citizens of the state.

(4)(a) At any time any application is made to the
director, the county auditor, or other agent pursuant to any
law dealing with licenses, registration, or the right to operate
any vehicle or vessel upon the public highways or waters of
this state, excluding applicants already paying such fee under
RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.085, the applicant shall pay to the
director, county auditor, or other agent a fee of three dollars
for each application in addition to any other fees required by
law.

(b) Counties that do not cover the expenses of vehicle
licensing and vessel registration and title activities may
submit to the department a request for cost-coverage mon-
eys. The request must be submitted on a form developed by
the department. The department shall develop procedures to
verify whether a request is reasonable. Payment shall be
made on requests found to be allowable from the licensing
services account.

(c) Applicants for certificates of ownership, including
applicants paying fees under RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.085,
shall pay to the director, county auditor, or other agent a fee
of four dollars in addition to any other fees required by law.

(d) The fees under (a) and (c) of this subsection, if paid
to the county auditor as agent of the director, or if paid to a
subagent of the county auditor, shall be paid to the county
treasurer in the same manner as other fees collected by the
county auditor and credited to the county current expense
fund. If the fee is paid to another agent of the director, the
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fee shall be used by the agent to defray his or her expenses
in handling the application.

(5) A subagent shall collect a service fee of (a) seven
dollars and fifty cents for changes in a certificate of owner-
ship, with or without registration renewal, or verification of
record and preparation of an affidavit of lost title other than
at the time of the title application or transfer and (b) three
dollars for registration renewal only, issuing a transit permit,
or any other service under this section.

(6) If the fee is collected by the state patrol as agent for
the director, the fee so collected shall be certified to the state
treasurer and deposited to the credit of the state patrol
highway account. If the fee is collected by the department
of transportation as agent for the director, the fee shall be
certified to the state treasurer and deposited to the credit of
the motor vehicle fund. All such fees collected by the
director or branches of his office shall be certified to the
state treasurer and deposited to the credit of the highway
safety fund.

(7) Any county revenues that exceed the cost of
providing vehicle licensing and vessel registration and title
activities in a county, calculated in accordance with the
procedures in subsection (3)(d) of this section, shall be
expended as determined by the county legislative authority
during the process established by law for adoption of county
budgets.

(8) The director may adopt rules to implement this
section. [1996 ¢ 315 § 1; 1992 c 216 § 1; 1991 c 339 § 16;
1990 ¢ 250 § 89; 1988 c 12 § 1; 1987 ¢ 302 § 1; 1985 c 380
§ 12. Prior: 1983 ¢c 77§ 1;1983c26§ 1;1980c 114 § 2;
1979 ¢ 158 § 122; 1975 Istex.s.c 146 § 1;1973¢c 103 § 1;
1971 ex.s. c 231 § 9; 1971 ex.s.c 91 § 3; 1965 c 156 § 14;
1963 ¢ 85 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.100; prior: 1955 c 89 §
3; 1937 c 188 § 27; RRS § 6312-27. Formerly RCW
46.08.100.]

Effective dates—1996 ¢ 315 §§ 1,4, 5: "(1) Section 4 of this act and
the amendments to RCW 46.01.140(4) (a) and (c) by section 1 of this act
become effective on vehicle fees due or to become due on January 1, 1997,
and thereafter.

(2) Section 5 of this act and the amendments to RCW 46.01.140(4) (a)
and (c) by section | of this act become effective on vessel fees due or to
become due on July 1, 1997, and thereafter.

(3) The amendments to RCW 46.01.140(5) (a) and (b) by section 1 of
this act become effective on July 1, 1996." [1996 c 315 § 6.]

Effective date—1991 c 339 §§ 16, 17: "Sections 16 and 17 of this
act are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health,
or safety, or support of the state government and its existing public
institutions, and shall take effect July 1, 1991." [1991 c 339 § 34.]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Severability—1987 ¢ 302: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1987 ¢ 302 § S.]

Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.901.
Severability—1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.01.150 Branch offices. The department may
maintain such branch offices within the state as the director
may deem necessary properly to carry out the powers and
duties vested in the department. [1965 ¢ 156 § 15.]

Office of department, maintenance at state capital: RCW 43.17.050.
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46.01.160 Forms for applications, licenses, and
certificates. The director shall prescribe and provide
suitable forms of applications, certificates of ownership and
registration, drivers’ licenses and all other forms and licenses
requisite or deemed necessary to carry out the provisions of
Title 46 RCW and any other laws the enforcement and
administration of which are vested in the department. [1965
c 156 § 16.]

Director to prescribe forms for applicatiz;ns, licenses, and certificates:
RCW 43.24.040.

46.01.170 Seal. The department shall have an official
seal with the words "Department of Licensing of Washing-

ton" engraved thereon. [1977 ex.s. c 334 § 4; 1965 c 156 §.

17.]

Effective date—1977 ex.s: ¢ 334: See note following RCW
46.01.011.

46.01.180 Oaths and acknowledgments. Officers
and employees of the department designated by the director
are, for the purpose of administering the motor vehicle laws,
authorized to administer oaths and acknowledge signatures
and shall do so without fee. [1965 c 156 § 18.]

Oath of director: RCW 43.17.030.

46.01.190 Designation of state patrol as agent for
surrender of drivers’ licenses. The director of licensing
may designate the Washington state patrol as an agent to
secure the surrender of drivers’ licenses which have been
suspended, revoked, or canceled pursuant to law. [1979 c
158 § 123; 1965 c 156 § 19.]

46.01.230 Payment by check or money order—
Regulations—Penalty for nonsurrender upon
cancellation—Handling fee for dishonored checks. (1)
The department of licensing is authorized to accept checks
and money orders for payment of drivers’ licenses, certifi-
cates of ownership and registration, motor vehicle excise
taxes, gross weight fees, and other fees and taxes collected
by the department, in accordance with regulations adopted by
the director. The director’s regulations shall duly provide
for the public’s convenience consistent with sound business
practice and shall encourage the annual renewal of vehicle
registrations by mail to the department, authorizing checks
and money orders for payment. Such regulations shall
contain provisions for cancellation of any registrations,
licenses, or permits paid for by checks or money orders
which are not duly paid and for the necessary accounting
procedures in such cases: PROVIDED, That any bona fide
purchaser for value of a vehicle shall not be liable or
responsible for any prior uncollected taxes and fees paid,
pursuant to this segtion, by a check which has subsequently
been dishonored:” AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That no
transfer of ownership of a vehicle may be denied to a bona
fide purchaser for value of a vehicle if there are outstanding
uncollected fees or taxes for which a predecessor paid,
pursuant to this section, by check which has subsequently
been dishonored nor shall the new owner be required to pay
any fee for replacement vehicle license number plates that
may be required pursuant to RCW 46.16.270 as now or
hereafter amended.
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(2) It is a traffic infraction to fail to surrender within ten
days to the department or any authorized agent of the
department any certificate, license, or permit after being
notified that such certificate, license, or permit has been
canceled pursuant to this section. Notice of cancellation may
be accomplished by sending a notice by first class mail using
the last known address in department records for the holder
of the certificate, license, or permit, and recording the
transmittal on an affidavit of first class mail.

(3) Whenever registrations, licenses, or permits have
been paid for by checks that have been dishonored by
nonacceptance or nonpayment, a reasonable handling fee
may be assessed for each such instrument. Notwithstanding
provisions of any other laws, county auditors, agents, and
subagents, appointed or approved by the director pursuant to
RCW 46.01.140, may collect restitution, and where they
have collected restitution may retain the reasonable handling
fee. The amount of the reasonable handling fee may be set
by rule by the director.

(4) In those counties where the county auditor has been
appointed an agent of the director under RCW 46.01.140, the
auditor shall continue to process mail-in registration renewals
until directed otherwise by legislative authority. [1994 c 262
§1; 1992 c 216 § 2; 1987 ¢ 302 § 2; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 39;
1979 c 158 § 124; 1975 c 52 § 1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 44.]

" Severability—1987 ¢ 302: See note following RCW 46.01.140.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.01.250 Certified copies of records—Fee. The
director shall have the power and it shall be his duty upon
request and payment of the fee as provided herein to furnish
under seal of the director certified copies of any records of
the department, except those for confidential use only. The
director shall charge and collect therefor the actual cost to
the department. Any funds accruing to the director of
licensing under this section shall be certified and sent to the
state treasurer and by him deposited to the credit of the
highway safety fund. [1979 ¢ 158 § 125; 1967 ¢ 32 § 3;
1961 c 12 § 46.08.110. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 80; RRS §
6312-80. Formerly RCW 46.08.110.]

46.01.260 Destruction of records by director. (1)
Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the
director, in his or her discretion, may destroy applications for
vehicle licenses, copies of vehicle licenses issued, applica-
tions for drivers’ licenses, copies of issued drivers’ licenses,
certificates of title and registration or other documents,
records or supporting papers on file in his or her office
which have been microfilmed or photographed or are more
than five years old. If the applications for vehicle licenses
are renewal applications, the director may destroy such
applications when the computer record thereof has been
updated.

(2)(a) The director shall not destroy records of convic-
tions or adjudications of RCW 46.61.520 and 46.61.522 and
shall maintain such records permanently on file.

(b) The director shall not, within ten years from the date
of conviction, adjudication, or entry of deferred prosecution,
destroy records of the following:
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(i) Convictions or adjudications of the following
offenses: RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504;

(ii) If the offense was originally charged as one of the
offenses designated in (a) or (b)(i) of this subsection,
convictions or adjudications of the following offenses: RCW
46.61.500 or 46.61.525, or any other violation that was
originally charged as one of the offenses designated in (a) or
(b)(i) of this subsection; or

(iii) Deferred prosecutions granted under RCW
10.05.120.

(c) For purposes of RCW 46.52.100 and 46.52.130,
offenses subject to this subsection shall be considered
"alcohol-related" offenses. [1996 ¢ 199 § 4; 1994 ¢ 275 §
14; 1984 c 241 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 22 § 1; 1965 ex.s.c 170 §
45; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.120. Prior: 1955¢c 76 § 1; 1951 ¢
241 § 1; 1937 c 188 § 77; RRS § 6312-77. Formerly RCW
46.08.120.]

Severability—1996 c¢ 199: See note following RCW 9.94A.120.

Short title—Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

46.01.270 Destruction of records by county auditor.
The county auditor may destroy applications for vehicle
licenses and any copies of vehicle licenses issued after such
records have been on file in the auditor’s office for a period
of eighteen months, unless otherwise directed by the director.
[1991 c 339 § 18; 1967 c 32 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.130.
Prior: 1937 ¢ 188 § 78; RRS § 6312-78. Formerly RCW
46.08.130.]

46.01.290 Director to make annual reports to
governor. The director shall report annually to the governor
on the activities of the department. [1977 c 75 § 66; 1967
c 32§ 5;1965 c 28 § 1; 1961 ex.s. ¢ 21 § 29. Formerly
RCW 46.08.200.]

46.01.310 Immunity of licensing agents. No civil
suit or action may ever be commenced or prosecuted against
any county auditor, or against any other government officer
or entity, or against any other person, by reason of any act
done or omitted to be done in connection with the titling, li-
censing, or registration of vehicles or vessels while adminis-
tering duties and responsibilities as an agent of the director
of licensing, or as an agent of an agent of the director of
licensing, pursuant to RCW 46.01.140. However, this sec-
tion does not bar the state of Washington or the director of
licensing from bringing any action, whether civil or criminal,
against any such agent, nor shall it bar a county auditor or
other agent of the director from bringing an action against
his or her agent. [1987 c 302 § 3.]

Retroactive application: "RCW 46.01.310 shall apply retroactively
to all claims for which actions have not been filed before May 8, 1987."
[1987 c'302 § 4.

Severability—1987 ¢ 302: See note following RCW 46.01.140.

46.01.320 Title and registration advisory committee.
The title and registration advisory committee is created
within the department. The committee consists of the
director or a designee, who shall serve as chair, the assistant
director for vehicle services, the administrator of title and
registration services, two members from each of the house
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and senate transportation committees, two county auditors
nominated by the Washington association of county officials,
and two representatives of subagents nominated by an
association of vehicle subagents. The committee shall meet
at least twice a year, and may meet as often as is necessary.
The committee’s purpose is to foster communication
between the legislature, the department, county auditors, and
subagents. The committee shall make recommendations
when requested by the legislative transportation committee,
or on its own initiative, about revisions to fee structures,
implications of fee revisions on cost sharing, and the
development of standard contracts provided for in RCW
46.01.140(3). [1996 c 315 § 2; 1992 c 216 § 3.]

46.01.325 Agent and subagent fees—Analysis and
evaluation. (1) The director shall prepare, with the advice
of the title and registration advisory committee, an annual
comprehensive analysis and evaluation of agent and subagent
fees. The director shall make recommendations for agent
and subagent fee revisions approved by the title and registra-
tion advisory committee to the legislative transportation
committee by January Ist of every third year starting with
1996. Fee revision recommendations may be made more
frequently when justified by the annual analysis and evalua-
tion, and requested by the title and registration advisory
committee.

(2) The annual comprehensive analysis and evaluation
must consider, but is not limited to:

(a) Unique and significant financial, legislative, or other
relevant developments that may impact fees; '

(b) Current funding for ongoing operating and mainte-
nance automation project costs affecting revenue collection
and service delivery;

(c) Future system requirements including an appropriate
sharing of costs between the department, agents, and
subagents;

(d) Beneficial mix of customer service delivery options
based on a fee structure commensurate with quality perfor-
mance standards;

(e) Appropriate indices projecting state and national
growth in business and economic conditions prepared by the
United States department of commerce, the department of
revenue, and the revenue forecast council for the state of
Washington. [1996 ¢ 315 § 3.]

46.01.330 Facilities siting coordination. The state
patrol and the department of licensing shall coordinate their
activities when siting facilities. This coordination shall result
in the collocation of driver and vehicle licensing and vehicle
inspection service facilities whenever possible.

The department and state patrol shall explore alternative
state services, such as vehicle emission testing, that would be
feasible to collocate in these joint facilities. The department
and state patrol shall reach agreement with the department of
transportation for the purposes of offering department of
transportation permits at these one-stop transportation
centers. All services provided at these transportation service
facilities shall be provided at cost to the participating agen-
cies.
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In those instances where the community need or the
agencies’ needs do not warrant collocation this section shall
not apply. [1993 sp.s. ¢ 23 § 46.]

Effective dates—1993 sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
43.89.010.

46.01.340 Data base of fuel dealer and distributor
license information. By December 31, 1996, the depart-
ment of licensing shall implement a PC or server-based data

base of fuel dealer and distributor license application
information. [1996 ¢ 104 § 17.]

46.01.350 Fuel tax advisory group. By July 1, 1996,
the department of licensing shall establish a fuel tax advisory
group comprised of state agency and petroleum industry
representatives to develop or recommend audit and investiga-
tion techniques, changes to fuel tax statutes and rules,
information protocols that allow sharing of information with
other states, and other tools that improve fuel tax administra-
tion or combat fuel tax evasion. [1996 c 104 § 18.]

Chapter 46.04
DEFINITIONS
Sections
46.04.010 Scope and construction of terms.
46.04.015 Alcohol concentration.
46.04.020 Alley.
46.04.030 Arterial highway.
46.04.040 Authorized emergency vehicle.
46.04.050 Auto stage.
46.04.060 Axle.
46.04.071 Bicycle.
46.04.080 Business district.
46.04.085 Camper.
46.04.090 Cancel.
46.04.100 Center line.
46.04.110 Center of intersection.
46.04.115 Chauffeur.
46.04.120  City street.
46.04.125 Collector.
46.04.127 Collegiate license plates.
46.04.130 Combination of vehicles.
46.04.140 Commercial vehicle.
46.04.150 County road.
46.04.160 Crosswalk.
46.04.162 Department.
46.04.163  Director.
46.04.165 Driveaway-towaway operation.
46.04.167 Driver education.
46.04.170  Explosives.
46.04.180 Farm tractor.
46.04.181 Farm vehicle.
46.04.182  Farmer.
46.04.183  Farming.
46.04.187 Flammable liquid.
46.04.190 For hire vehicle.
46.04.194  Garbage truck.
46.04.197 Highway.
46.04200 Hours of darkness.
46.04.220 Intersection area.
46.04240 Intersection control area.
46.04.251 Kit vehicle.
46.04.260 Laned highway.
46.04.270 Legal owner.
46.04274 Limousine, etc.
46.04.276 Limousine carrier.
46.04.280 Local authorities.
46.04290 Marked crosswalk.
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46.04.300 Metal tire.

46.04.302 Mobile home, manufactured home.

46.04.303 Modular home.

46.04.304 Moped.

46.04.305 Motor homes.

46.04.310 Motor truck.

46.04.320 Motor vehicle.

46.04.330 Motorcycle.

46.04.332 Motor-driven cycle.

46.04.340 Muffler.

46.04.350 Multiple lane highway.

46.04.355 Municipal transit vehicle.

46.04.360 Nonresident.

46.04.370 Operator or driver.

46.04.380 Owner.

46.04.381 Park or parking.

46.04.3815 Parts car.

46.04.382  Passenger car.

46.04.391 Police officer.

46.04.400 Pedestrian.

46.04.405 Person.

46.04.408 Photograph, picture, negative.

46.04.410 Pneumatic tires.

46.04.414  Pole trailer.

46.04.416 Private carrier bus.

46.04.420 Private road or driveway.

46.04.435 Public scale.

46.04.440 Railroad.

46.04.450 Railroad sign or signal.

46.04.455 Reasonable grounds.

46.04.460 Registered owner.

46.04.465 Rental car.

46.04.466 Rental car business.

46.04.470 Residence district.

46.04.480 Revoke.

46.04.490 Road tractor.

46.04.500 Roadway.

46.04.510 Safety zone.

46.04.521 School bus.

46.04.530 Semitrailer.

46.04.540 Sidewalk.

46.04.550 Solid tire.

46.04.552  Special mobile equipment.

46.04.555 Stand or standing.

46.04.560  State highway.

46.04.565  Stop.

46.04.566  Stop or stopping.

46.04.570  Street car.

46.04.571  Street rod vehicle.

46.04.580 Suspend.

46.04.582 Tandem axle.

46.04.585 Temporarily sojourning.

46.04.590 Traffic.

46.04.600 Traffic control signal.

46.04.611 Traffic-control devices.

46.04.620 Trailer.

46.04.622  Park trailer.

46.04.623 Travel trailer.

46.04.630 Train.

46.04.640 Trolley vehicle.

46.04.650 Tractor.

46.04.653 Truck.

46.04.655 Truck tractor.

46.04.660 Used vehicle.

46.04.670  Vehicle.

46.04.672  Vehicle or pedestrian right of way.

46.04.710 Wheelchair conveyance.

Abandoned, unauthorized, and junk vehicles, definitions relating to: RCW
46.55.010.

Certificates of ownership and registration, definitions relating to: RCW
46.12.005.

Commercial drivers’ licenses, definitions relating to: RCW 46.25.010.
"Conviction" defined: RCW 46.20.270.
Driver training schools, definitions relating to: RCW 46.82.280.
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"Finding that a traffic infraction has been committed” defined: RCW
46.20.270.

"Habitual offender” defined: RCW 46.65.020.

"Ignition interlock, biological, technical devices" defined: RCW 46.20.710.

"Judgment" defined for purposes of financial responsibility: RCW
46.29.270.

"Motor vehicle dealer” defined: RCW 46.70.011.

"Motor vehicle liability policy” defined: RCW 46.29.490.

Off-road vehicles, definitions relating to: RCW 46.09.020.

"Proof of financial responsibility for the future" defined: RCW 46.29.260.

"Resident” defined: RCW 46.16.028, 46.20.021.

Snowmobiles, definitions relating to: RCW 46.10.010.

"State" defined for purposes of financial responsibility: RCW 46.29.270.

"Traffic infraction, finding that has been committed” defined: RCW
46.20.270.

46.04.010 Scope and construction of terms. Terms
used in this title shall have the meaning given to them in this
chapter except where otherwise defined, and unless where
used the context thereof shall clearly indicate to the contrary.

Words and phrases used herein in the past, present or
future tense shall include the past, present and future tenses;
words and phrases used herein in the masculine, feminine or
neuter gender shall include the masculine, feminine and
neuter genders; and words and phrases used herein in the
singular or plural shall include the singular and plural; unless
the context thereof shall indicate to the contrary. [1961 c 12
§ 46.04.010. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 2; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 §
1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part; RRS §
6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2,
part.]

46.04.015 Alcohol concentration. "Alcohol concen-
tration” means (1) grams of alcohol per two hundred ten
liters of a person’s breath, or (2) grams of alcohol per one
hundred milliliters of a person’s blood. [1995 ¢ 332 § 17;
1994 c 275 § 1.]

Severability—Effective dates—1995 ¢ 332: See notes following
RCW 46.20.308.

Short title—1994 ¢ 275: "This act shall be known as the "1994
Omnibus Drunk Driving Act."" [1994 c 275 § 43.]

Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: "This act shall take effect July I, 1994."
[1994 ¢ 275 § 46.]

46.04.020 Alley. "Alley" means a public highway not
designed for general travel and used primarily as a means of
access to the rear of residences and business establishments.
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.020. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 3; prior: 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.030 Arterial highway. "Arterial highway"
means every public highway, or portion thereof, designated
as such by proper authority. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.030. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 4; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part.]

46.04.040 Authorized emergency vehicle. "Autho-
rized emergency vehicle" means any vehicle of any fire
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department, police department, sheriff’s office, coroner,
prosecuting attorney, Washington state patrol, ambulance
service, public or private, which need not be classified,
registered or authorized by the state patrol, or any other
vehicle authorized in writing by the state patrol. [1987 ¢
330 § 701; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.040. Prior: 1959 c 49 § S;
1953 ¢ 40 § 1; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188
§ 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

46.04.050 Auto stage. "Auto stage" means any motor
vehicle used for the purpose of carrying passengers together
with incidental baggage and freight or either, on a regular
schedule of time and rates: PROVIDED, That no motor
vehicle shall be considered to be an auto stage where
substantially the entire route traveled by such vehicle is
within the corporate limits of any city or town or the
corporate limits of any adjoining cities or towns. [1961 c 12
§ 46.04.050. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 6; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 §
1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 1, part; RRS §
6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.060 Axle. "Axle" means structure or structures
in the same or approximately the same transverse plane with
a vehicle supported by wheels and on which or with which
such wheels revolve. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.060. Prior: 1959
c 49 § 7; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1,
part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part;
RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS §
6362-2, part.]

46.04.071 Bicycle. "Bicycle" means every device
propelled solely by human power upon which a person or
persons may ride, having two tandem wheels either of which
is sixteen inches or more in diameter, or three wheels, any
one of which is more than twenty inches in diameter. [1982
c 55§ 4; 1965 ex.s.c 155 § 86.]

46.04.080 Business district. "Business district" means
the territory contiguous to and including a highway when
within any six hundred feet along such highway there are
buildings in use for business or industrial purposes, including
but not limited to hotels, banks, or office buildings, railroad
stations, and public buildings which occupy at least three
hundred feet of frontage on one side or three hundred feet

. collectively on both sides of the highway. [1975 ¢ 62 § 2;

1961 c 12 § 46.04.080. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 9; prior: 1937

c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part;

1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]
Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.085 Camper. "Camper" means a structure
designed to be mounted upon a motor vehicle which pro-
vides facilities for human habitation or for temporary
outdoor or recreational lodging and which is five feet or
more in overall length and five feet or more in height from
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its floor to its ceiling when fully extended, but shall not in-
clude motor homes as defined in RCW 46.04.305. [1971
ex.s. ¢ 231 § 2.]

Effective date—1971 ex.s. c 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.04.090 Cancel. "Cancel," in all its forms, means
invalidation indefinitely. [1979 c 61 § 1; 1961 c 12 §
46.04.090. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 10; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 §
1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.100 Center line. "Center line" means the line,
marked or unmarked, parallel to and equidistant from the
sides of a two-way traffic roadway of a highway except
where otherwise indicated by painted lines or markers.
[1975c 62 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.100. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
11; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.110 ' Center of intersection. "Center of intersec-
tion" means the point of intersection of the center lines of
the roadway of intersecting public highways. [1961 c 12 §
46.04.110. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 12; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.115 Chauffeur. "Chauffeur" means a person
authorized by the department under this title to drive a
limousine, and, if operating in a port district that regulates
limousines under RCW 46.72A.030(2), meets the licensing
requirements of that port district. [1996 c 87 § 1.]

46.04.120 City street. "City street” means every
public highway, or part thereof located within the limits of
cities and towns, except alleys. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.120.
Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 13; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.125 Collector. "Collector" means the owner of
one or more vehicles described in RCW 46.16.305(1) who
collects, purchases, acquires, trades, or disposes of the
vehicle or parts of it, for his or her personal use, in order to
preserve, restore, and maintain the vehicle for hobby or
historical purposes. [1996 c 225 § 2.]

Finding—1996 c 225: "The legislature finds and declares that
constructive leisure pursuits by Washington citizens is most important. This
act is intended to encourage responsible participation in the hobby of
collecting, preserving, restoring, and maintaining motor vehicles of historic
and special interest, which hobby contributes to the enjoyment of the

citizens and the preservation of Washington’s automotive memorabilia.”
[1996 c 225 § 1.]

46.04.127 Collegiate license plates. "Collegiate
license plates” means license plates that display a depiction
of the name and mascot or symbol of a state university,
regional university, or state college as defined in RCW
28B.10.016. [1994 c 194 § 1.]

46.04.130 Combination of vehicles. "Combination of
vehicles" means every combination of motor vehicle and
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motor vehicle, motor vehicle and trailer or motor vehicle and
semitrailer. [1963 c 154 § 26; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.130.
Prior: "1959 c 49 § 14; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.04.140 Commercial vehicle. "Commercial
vehicle" means any vehicle the principal use of which is the
transportation of commodities, merchandise, produce, freight,
animals, or passengers for hire. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.140.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 15; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.150 County road. "County road" means every
public highway or part thereof, outside the limits of cities
and towns and which has not been designated as a state
highway. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.150. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 16;
prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS
§ 6360-1, part.]

46.04.160 Crosswalk. "Crosswalk" means the portion
of the roadway between the intersection area and a prolonga-
tion or connection of the farthest sidewalk line or in the
event there are no sidewalks then between the intersection
area and a line ten feet therefrom, except as modified by a
marked crosswalk. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.160. Prior: 1959 ¢
49 § 17; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.162 Department. The term "department"” shall
mean the department of licensing unless a different depart-
ment is specified. [1979 c 158 § 126; 1975 ¢ 25 § 4.
Formerly RCW 46.04.690.]

46.04.163 Director. The term "director" shall mean
the director of licensing unless the director of a different
department of government is specified. [1979 c 158 § 127;
1975 ¢ 25 § 5. Formerly RCW 46.04.695.]

46.04.165 Driveaway-towaway operation.
"Driveaway-towaway operation" means any operation in
which any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, singly or in
combination, new or used, constitutes the commodity being
transported when one set or more wheels of any such vehicle
are on the roadway during the course of transportation,
whether or not any such vehicle fumishes the motive power.
[1963 c 154 § 27.]

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.04.167 Driver education. Whenever the term
"driver education" is used in the code, it shall be defined to
mean "traffic safety education". [1969 ex.s. c 218 § 12.
Formerly RCW 46.04.700.]

46.04.170 Explosives. "Explosives" means any
chemical compound or mechanical mixture that is commonly
used or intended for the purpose of producing an explosion,
and which contains any oxidizing or combustible units or
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other ingredients in such proportions, quantities or packing
that an ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion, by
percussion or by detonation of any part of the compound
mixture may cause such a sudden generation of highly
heated gases that the resultant gaseous pressures are capable
of producing destructible effects on contiguous objects or of
destroying life or limb. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.170. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 18; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part. Cf. 1951 ¢ 102 § 3.]

46.04.180 Farm tractor. "Farm tractor" means every
motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm
implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and other
implements of husbandry. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.180. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 19; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188
§ 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.181 Farm vehicle. "Farm vehicle" means any
vehicle other than a farm tractor or farm implement which
is designed and/or used primarily in agricultural pursuits on
farms for the purpose of transporting machinery, equipment,
implements, farm products, supplies and/or farm labor
thereon and is only incidentally operated on or moved along
public highways for the purpose of going from one farm to
another. [1967 ¢ 202 § 1.] i

46.04.182 Farmer. "Farmer" means any person, firm,
partnership or corporation engaged in farming. If a person,
firm, partnership or corporation is engaged in activities in
addition to that of farming, the definition shall only apply to
that portion of the activity that is defined as farming in
RCW 46.04.183. [1969 ex.s. c 281 § 58.]

46.04.183 Farming. "Farming" means the cultivation
and tillage of the soil, dairying, the production, cultivation,
growing, and harvesting of any agricultural or horticultural
commodities (except forestry or forestry operations), the
raising of livestock, bees, fur-bearing animals, or poultry,
and any practices performed on a farm as an incident to or
in conjunction with such farming operations. [1969 ex.s. ¢
281 § 59.]

46.04.187 Flammable liquid. "Flammable liquid"
means any liquid which has a flash point of 70° Fahrenheit,
or less, as determined by a Tagliabue or equivalent closed
cup test device. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.210. Prior: 1959 c 49
§ 22; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part. Cf.
1951 c 102 § 3. Formerly RCW 46.04.210.]

46.04.190 For hire vehicle. "For hire vehicle" means
any motor vehicle used for the transportation of persons for
compensation, except auto stages and ride-sharing vehicles.
[1979 c 111 § 13; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.190. Prior: 1959 c 49
§ 20; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 c 181 81, part; 1921
c 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part;
1915 c 142 § 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 §
1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Severability—1979 ¢ 111: See note following RCW 46.74.010.
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Ride sharing: Chapter 46.74 RCW.

46.04.194 Garbage truck. "Garbage truck" means a
truck specially designed and used exclusively for garbage or
refuse operations. [1983 c 68 § 1.]

46.04.197 Highway. Highway means the entire width
between the boundary lines of every way publicly main-
tained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public
for purposes of vehicular travel. [1965 ex.s. c 155 § 87.
Formerly RCW 46.04.431.]

46.04.200 Hours of darkness. "Hours of darkness"
means the hours from one-half hour after sunset to one-half
hour before sunrise, and any other time when persons or
objects may not be clearly discernible at a distance of five
hundred feet. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.200. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
21; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.220 Intersection area. (1) "Intersection .area”
means the area embraced within the prolongation or connec-
tion of the lateral curb lines, or, if none then the lateral
boundary lines of the roadways of two or more highways
which join one another at, or approximately at, right angles,
or the area within which vehicles traveling upon different
highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict.

(2) Where a highway includes two roadways thirty feet
or more apart, then every crossing of each roadway of such
divided highway by an intersecting highway shall be
regarded as a separate intersection. In the event such
intersecting highway also includes two roadways thirty feet
or more apart, then every crossing of two roadways of such
highways shall be regarded as a separate intersection.

(3) The junction of an alley with a street or highway
shall not constitute an intersection. [1975 c 62 § 4; 1961 ¢
12 § 46.04.220. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 23; prior: 1937 c 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c
309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.240 Intersection control area. "Intersection
control area" means intersection area, together with such
modification of the adjacent roadway area as results from the
arc of curb corners and together with any marked or un-
marked crosswalks adjacent to the intersection. [1961 c 12
§ 46.04.240. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 25; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1,
part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

-46.04.251 Kit vehicle. "Kit vehicle" means a passen-
ger car or light truck assembled from a manufactured kit,
and is either (1) a complete kit consisting of a prefabricated
body and chassis used to construct a new vehicle, or (2) a
kit consisting of a prefabricated body to be mounted on an
existing vehicle chassis and drive train, commonly referred
to as a donor vehicle. [1996 c 225 § 5.]

Finding—1996 ¢ 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.04.260 Laned highway. "Laned highway" means
a highway the roadway of which is divided into clearly
marked lanes for vehicular traffic. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.260.
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Prior: 1959 c 49 § 27; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part.]

46.04.270 Legal owner. "Legal owner" means a
person having a security interest in a vehicle perfected in
accordance with chapter 46.12 RCW or the registered owner
of a vehicle unencumbered by a security interest or the
lessor of a vehicle unencumbered by a security interest.
[1975¢ 25 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.270. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
28; prior: 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.]

46.04.274 Limousine, etc. "Limousine" means a
category of for hire, chauffeur-driven, unmetered, unmarked
luxury motor vehicles that meets one of the following defini-
tions:

(1) "Stretch limousine" means an automobile with a
seating capacity of not more than twelve passengers in the
rear seating area. The wheelbase has been factory or oth-
erwise altered beyond the original manufacturer’s specifica-
tions and meets standards of the United States department of
transportation. The automobile is equipped with amenities
in the rear seating area not normally found in passenger cars.
These amenities may include, but are not limited to a
television, musical sound system, telephone, ice storage,
power-operated dividers, or additional interior lighting. The
term "stretch limousine” excludes trucks, auto transportation
companies, excursion buses, charter buses, minibuses,
vehicles regulated under chapter 81.66 RCW, taxicabs,
executive sedans, funeral home vehicles, station. wagons,
executive vans, vans, minivans, and courtesy vans.

(2) "Executive sedan" means a four-door sedan automo-
bile having a seating capacity of not more than three
passengers behind the driver and a minimum wheelbase of
114.5 inches. An executive sedan is equipped with standard
factory amenities, and the wheelbase may not be altered.
The term "executive sedan” excludes trucks, auto transporta-
tion companies, excursion buses, minibuses, charter buses,
vehicles regulated under chapter 81.66 RCW, taxicabs,
stretch limousines, funeral home vehicles, station wagons,
executive vans, vans, minivans, and courtesy vans.

(3) "Executive van" means a van, minivan, or minibus
having a seating capacity of not less than seven passengers
and not more than fourteen passengers behind the driver.
The term "executive van" excludes trucks, auto transportation
companies, excursion buses, charter buses, vehicles regulated
under chapter 81.66 RCW, taxicabs, stretch limousines,
executive sedans, funeral home vehicles, station wagons, and
courtesy vans.

(4) "Classic car" means a fine or distinctive, American
or foreign automobile that is thirty years old or older. [1996
c 87§ 2]

46.04.276 Limousine carrier. "Limousine carrier"
means a person engaged in the transportation of a person or
group of persons, who, under a single contract, acquires, on
a prearranged basis, the use of a limousine to travel to a
specified destination or for a particular itinerary. The term
"prearranged basis" refers to the manner in which the carrier
dispatches vehicles. [1996 c 87 § 3.]

(1996 Ed.)
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46.04.280 Local authorities. "Local authorities”
includes every county, municipal, or other local public board
or body having authority to adopt local police regulations
under the Constitution and laws of this state. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.280. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 29; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 §
1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 c 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 c 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2, part; RRS §
6313, part. (ii)) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2,
part.]

46.04.290 Marked crosswalk. "Marked crosswalk"
means any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated for
pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the surface
thereof. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.290. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 30;
prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.300 Metal tire. "Metal tire" includes every tire,
the bearing surface of which in contact with the highway is
wholly or partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material.
(1961 c 12 § 46.04.300. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 31; prior: (i)
1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943
§ 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1,
part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS §
6362-2, part.]

46.04.302 Mobile home, manufactured home.
"Mobile home" or "manufactured home" means a structure,
designed and constructed to be transportable in one or more
sections, and is built on a permanent chassis, and designed
to be used as a dwelling with or without a permanent
foundation when connected to the required utilities that
include plumbing, heating, and electrical systems contained
therein. The structure must comply with the national mobile
home construction and safety standards act of 1974 as
adopted by chapter 43.22 RCW if applicable. Manufactured
home does not include a modular home. A structure which
met the definition of a "manufactured home" at the time of
manufacture is still considered to meet this definition
notwithstanding that it is no longer transportable. [1993 c
154 § 1. Prior: 1989 c 343 § 24; 1989 ¢ 337 § 1; 1977
ex.s.c 22§ 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 4.]

Severability—Effective date—1989 ¢ 343: See RCW 65.20.940 and
65.20.950.

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 22: "If any section or provision of this
1977 amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstances is
held invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the section or
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1977 exs. c
22§10]

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.04.303 Modular home. "Modular home" means a
factory-assembled structure designed primarily for use as a
dwelling when connected to the required utilities that include
plumbing, heating, and electrical systems contained therein,
does not contain its own running gear, and must be mounted
on a permanent foundation. A modular home does not
include a mobile home or manufactured home. [1990 ¢ 250
§ 17; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 5.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.
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Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.04.304 Moped. "Moped" means a motorized
device designed to travel with not more than three sixteen-
inch or larger diameter wheels in contact with the ground,
having fully operative pedals for propulsion by human
power, and an electric or a liquid fuel motor with a cylinder
displacement not exceeding fifty cubic centimeters which
produces no more than two gross brake horsepower (devel-
oped by a prime mover, as measured by a brake applied to
the driving shaft) that is capable of propelling the device at
not more than thirty miles per hour on level ground.

The Washington state patrol may approve of and define
as a "moped” a vehicle which fails to meet these specific
criteria, but which is essentially similar in performance and
application to motorized devices which do meet these
specific criteria. [1990 c 250 § 18; 1987 ¢ 330 § 702; 1979
ex.s. ¢ 213 § 1.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

46.04.305 Motor homes. "Motor homes" means
motor vehicles originally designed, reconstructed, or perma-
nently altered to provide facilities for human habitation,
which include lodging and cooking or sewage disposal, and
is enclosed within a solid body shell with the vehicle, but
excludes a camper or like unit constructed separately and
affixed to a motor vehicle. [1990 c 250 § 19; 1971 ex.s. c
231 § 3]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.04.310 Motor truck. "Motor truck” means any
motor vehicle designed or used for the transportation of
commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, or animals.
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.310. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 32; prior: (i)
1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943
§ 6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part;
1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 2,
part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part;
RRS § 6362-2, part.)

46.04.320 Motor vehicle. "Motor vehicle" shall mean
every vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle
which is propelled by electric power obtained from overhead
trolley wires, but not operated upon rails. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.04.320. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 33; 1955 c 384 § 10; prior:
(i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp.
1943 § 6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2,
part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142
§ 2, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS
§ 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part;
RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.330 Motorcycle. "Motorcycle" means a motor
vehicle designed to travel on not more than three wheels in
contact with the ground, on which the driver rides astride the
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motor unit or power train and is designed to be steered with
a handle bar, but excluding a farm tractor and a moped.

The Washington state patrol may approve of and define
as a "motorcycle” a motor vehicle that fails to meet these
specific criteria, but that is essentially similar in performance
and application to motor vehicles that do meet these specific
criteria. [1990 ¢ 250 § 20; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 213 § 2; 1961 c 12
§ 46.04.330. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 34; prior: (i) 1943 c 153
§ 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; 1915 c 142 § 2, part; RRS §
6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2,
part.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.04.332 Motor-driven cycle. "Motor-driven cycle"
means every motorcycle, including every motor scooter, with
a motor which produces not to exceed five brake horsepower
(developed by a prime mover, as measured by a brake ap-
plied to the driving shaft). A motor-driven cycle does not
include a moped. [1979 ex.s. c 213 § 3; 1963 ¢ 154 § 28.]

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.04.340 Muffler. "Muffler" means a device
consisting of a series of chambers, or other mechanical
designs for the purpose of receiving exhaust gas from an
internal combustion engine and effective in reducing noise
resulting therefrom. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.340. Prior: 1959
c 49 § 35; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.350 Multiple lane highway. "Multiple lane
highway" means any highway the roadway of which is of
sufficient width to reasonably accommodate two or more
separate lanes of vehicular traffic in the same direction, each
lane of which shall be not less than the maximum legal
vehicle width and whether or not such lanes are marked.
(1975 c 62 § S; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.350. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
36; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.355 Municipal transit vehicle. Municipal
transit vehicle includes every motor vehicle, street car, train,
trolley vehicle, and any other device, which (1) is capable of
being moved within, upon, above, or below a public high-
way, (2) is owned or operated by a city, county, county
transportation authority, public transportation benefit area, or
metropolitan municipal corporation within the state, and (3)
is used for the purpose of carrying passengers together with
incidental baggage and freight on a regular schedule. [1984
c 167 § 2; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 76 § 4.]

Unlawful bus conduct: RCW 9.91.025.

46.04.360 Nonresident. "Nonresident" means any
person whose residence is outside this state and who is
temporarily sojourning within this state. [1961 c 12 §
46.04.360. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 37; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 §
1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]
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46.04.370 Operator or driver. "Operator or driver"
means every person who drives or is in actual physical
control of a vehicle. [1975 ¢ 62 § 6; 1967 ¢ 32 § 1; 1961
c 12 § 46.04.370. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 38; prior: (i) 1943 ¢
153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 §
6312-1, part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 c 96 § 2, part; RRS
§ 6313, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Severability—1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.380 Owner. "Owner" means a person who has
a lawful right of possession of a vehicle by reason of
obtaining it by purchase, exchange, gift, lease, inheritance or
legal action whether or not the vehicle is subject to a
security interest and means registered owner where the
reference to owner may be construed as either to registered
or legal owner. [1975c 25 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.380.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 39; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS §
6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part;
RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.381 Park or parking. "Park or parking”" means
the standing of a vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise
than temporarily for the purpose of and while actually
engaged in loading or unloading property or passengers.
[1975c 62 § 9.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.3815 Parts car. "Parts car" means a motor
vehicle that is owned by a collector to furnish parts for
restoration or maintenance of a vehicle described in RCW
46.16.305(1), thus enabling a collector to preserve, restore,
and maintain such a vehicle. [1996 ¢ 225 § 3.]

Finding—1996 c 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.04.382 Passenger car. "Passenger car" means
every motor vehicle except motorcycles and motor-driven
cycles, designed for carrying ten passengers or less and used
for the transportation of persons. [1963 c 154 § 29.]

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.04.391 Police officer. Police officer means every
officer authorized to direct or regulate traffic or to make
arrests for violations of traffic regulations. [1965 exs. c 155
§ 89.]

46.04.400 Pedestrian. "Pedestrian” means any person
who is afoot or who is using a wheelchair or a means of
conveyance propelled by human power other than a bicycle.
[1990 c 241 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.400. Prior: 1959 c 49
§ 41; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.405 Person. "Person" includes every natural
person, firm, copartnership, corporation, association, or
organization. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.405. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
42; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2,
part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]
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46.04.408 Photograph, picture, negative. "Photo-
graph," along with the terms "picture” and "negative,” means
a pictorial representation, whether produced through photo-
graphic or other means, including, but not limited to, digital
data imaging. [1990 c 250 § 21.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.04.410 Pneumatic tires. "Pneumatic tires"
includes every tire of rubber or other resilient material
designed to be inflated with compressed air to support the
load thereon. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.410. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
43; prior: (i) 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2,
part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.414 Pole trailer. "Pole trailer" means every
vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by
another vehicle and attached to the towing vehicle by means
of a reach, or pole, or by being boomed or otherwise secured
to the towing vehicle, and ordinarily used for transporting
long or irregular shaped loads such as poles, pipes, logs or
structural members capable, generally, of sustaining them-
selves as beams between the supporting connections. [1961
c 12 § 46.04.414. Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 44; prior: 1951 ¢ 56

§ 1]

46.04.416 Private carrier bus. "Private carrier bus"
means every motor vehicle designed for the purpose of
carrying passengers (having a seating capacity for eleven or
more persons) used regularly to transport persons in fur-
therance of any organized agricultural, religious or charitable
purpose. Such term does not include buses operated by
common carriers under a franchise granted by any city or
town or the Washington public utilities commission. [1970
ex.s. ¢ 100 § 3.]

46.04.420 Private road or driveway. '"Private road
or driveway" includes every way or place in private owner-
ship and used for travel of vehicles by the owner or those
having express or implied permission from the owner, but
not by other persons. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.420. Prior: 1959
c 49 § 45; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part;
1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2,
part.]

46.04.435 Public scale. "Public scale" means every
scale under public or private ownership which is certified as
to its accuracy and which is available for public weighing.
[1961 c 12 § 46.04.435. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 47.]

46.04.440 Railroad. "Railroad" means a carrier of
persons or property upon vehicles, other than street cars,
operated upon stationary rails, the route of which is princi-
pally outside cities and towns. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.440.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 48; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]
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46.04.450 Railroad sign or signal. "Railroad sign or
signal" means any sign, signal, or device erected by authority
of a public body or official or by a railroad and intended to
give notice of the presence of railroad tracks or the approach
of a railroad train. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.450. Prior: 1959 c
49 § 49; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.455 Reasonable grounds. "Reasonable
grounds,” when used in the context of a law enforcement
officer’s decision to make an arrest, means probable cause.
[1995 c 332 § 19.]

. . Severability—Effective dates—1995 ¢ 332: See notes following
RCW 46.20.308.

46.04.460 Registered owner. "Registered owner"
means the person whose lawful right of possession of a
vehicle has most recently been recorded with the department.
[1975 ¢ 25 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.460. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
50; prior: 1943 c 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part.]

46.04.465 Rental car. (1) "Rental car" means a
passenger car, as defined in RCW 46.04.382, that is used
solely by a rental car business for rental to others, without
a driver provided by the rental car business, for periods of
not more than thirty consecutive days.

(2) "Rental car" does not include:

(a) Vehicles rented or loaned to customers by automo-
tive repair businesses while the customer’s vehicle is under
repair;

(b) Vehicles licensed and operated as taxicabs. [1992
c194 § 1]

Effective dates—1992 ¢ 194: See note following RCW 46.04.466.

46.04.466 Rental car business. "Rental car business"”
means a person engaging within this state in the business of
renting rental cars, as determined under rules of the depart-
ment of licensing. [1992 ¢ 194 § 5.]

Effective dates—1992 ¢ 194: "(1) Sections 1 through 3 of this act
are necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or
safety, or support of the state govenment and its existing public institutions,
and shall take effect June 1, 1992.

(2) Sections 4 through 13 of this act shall take effect January 1, 1993."
[1992 c 194 § 14)]

Registration of rental car businesses: RCW 46.87.023.

46.04.470 Residence district. "Residence district"
means the territory contiguous to and including a public
highway not comprising a business district, when the
property on such public highway for a continuous distance
of three hundred feet or more on either side thereof is in the
main improved with residences or residences and buildings
in use for business. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.470. Prior: 1959
c 49 § 51; prior: 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part,
1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2,
part.]

46.04.480 Revoke. "Revoke," in all its forms, means
the invalidation for a period of one calendar year and
thereafter until reissue: PROVIDED, That under the
provisions of RCW 46.20.285, 46.20.311, 46.20.265, or
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46.61.5055, and chapter 46.65 RCW the invalidation may
last for a period other than one calendar year. [1995 c 332
§ 10; 1994 c 275 § 38; 1988 c 148 § 8; 1985 c 407 § 1;
1983 ¢ 165 § 14; 1983 c 165 § 13; 1979 ¢ 62 § 7; 1961 c 12
§ 46.04.480. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 52; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153
§ 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part, RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Severability—Effective dates—1995 ¢ 332: See notes following
RCW 46.20.308.

Short title—Effective date—1994 c 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

Legislative finding—Severability—1988 c 148: Sec notes following
RCW 13.40.265.

Effective dates—1985 ¢ 407: "Sections 2 and 4 of this act are
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and
safety, the support of the state government and its existing public institu-
tions, and shall take effect July 1, 1985. The remainder of the act shall take
effect January 1, 1986." [1985 c 407 § 8.)

Legislative finding, intent—Effective dates—Severability—1983 c
165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308.

Severability—1979 c 62: See note following RCW 46.65.020.

46.04.490 Road tractor. "Road tractor" includes
every motor vehicle designed and used primarily as a road
building vehicle in drawing road building machinery and
devices. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.490. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 53;
prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS
§ 6360-1, part.]

46.04.500 Roadway. "Roadway" means that portion
of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for
vehicular travel, exclusive of the sidewalk or shoulder even
though such sidewalk or shoulder is used by persons riding
bicycles. In the event a highway includes two or more
separated roadways, the term "roadway" shall refer to any
such roadway separately but shall not refer to all such
roadways collectively. [1977c 24 § 1;1961c 12§
46.04.500. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 54; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 §
1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.510 Safety zone. "Safety zone" means the area
or space officially set apart within a roadway for the
exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or is
marked or indicated by painted marks, signs, buttons, stan-
dards, or otherwise, so as to be plainly discernible. [1961 ¢
12 § 46.04.510. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 55; prior: 1937 c 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.521 School bus. School bus means every motor
vehicle used regularly to transport children to and from
school or in connection with school activities, which is
subject to the requirements set forth in the most recent
edition of "Specifications for School Buses" published by the
state superintendent of public instruction, but does not
include buses operated by common carriers in urban trans-
portation of school children or private carrier buses operated
as school buses in the transportation of children to and from
private schools or school activities. [1995 c 141 § 1; 1965
ex.s. c 155 § 90.]
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46.04.530 Semitrailer. "Semitrailer" includes every
vehicle without motive power designed to be drawn by a
vehicle, motor vehicle, or truck tractor and so constructed
that an appreciable part of its weight and that of its load
rests upon and is carried by such other vehicle, motor
vehicle, or truck tractor. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 149 § 1; 1961 c 12
§ 46.04.530. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 57; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153
§ 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c
180 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.540 Sidewalk. "Sidewalk" means that property
between the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway and
the adjacent property, set aside and intended for the use of
pedestrians or such portion of private property parallel and
in proximity to a public highway and dedicated to use by
pedestrians. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.540. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
58; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.550 Solid tire. "Solid tire" includes every tire
of rubber or other resilient material which does not depend
upon inflation with compressed air for the support of the
load thereon. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.550. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
59; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 1, part;
Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part;
RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 ¢ 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2,
part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.552 Special mobile equipment. "Special
mobile equipment" means every vehicle not designed or used
primarily for the transportation of persons or property and
only incidentally operated or moved over a highway,
including but not limited to: Ditch digging apparatus, well
boring apparatus and road construction and maintenance
machinery such as asphalt spreaders, bituminous mixers,
bucket loaders, tractors other than truck-tractors, ditchers,
leveling graders, finishing machines, motor graders, road
rollers, scarifiers, earth moving carry-alls and scrapers,
power shovels and draglines, and self-propelled cranes and
earth moving equipment. The term does not include house
trailers, dump trucks, truck mounted transit mixers, cranes or
shovels or other vehicles designed for the transportation of
persons or property to which machinery has been attached.
[1973 Ist ex.s.c 17 § 1; 1972 exs.c 5§ 1; 1963 c 154 §
30.]

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.04.555 Stand or standing. "Stand or standing"
means the halting of a vehicle, whether occupied or not,
otherwise than temporarily for the purpose of and while
actually engaged in receiving or discharging passengers.
[1975 ¢ 62 § 10.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.560 State highway. "State highway" includes
every highway or part thereof, which has been designated as
a state highway or branch thereof, by legislative enactment.
[1975c 62 § 7; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.560. Prior: 1959 c 49 §
60; prior: 1929 c 180 § 1, part; 1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS
§ 6362-2, part.]
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Severability—1975 c 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.565 Stop. "Stop" when required means com-
plete cessation from movement. [1975 c 62 § 11.]
Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.566 Stop or stopping. "Stop or stopping" when
prohibited means any halting even momentarily of a vehicle,
whether occupied or not, except when necessary to avoid
conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the direc-
tions of a police officer or traffic control sign or signal.
[1975c 62 § 12.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.570 Street car. "Street car" means a vehicle
other than a train for transporting persons or property and
operated upon stationary rails principally within cities and
towns. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.570. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 61;
prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS
§ 6360-1, part.]

46.04.571 Street rod vehicle. "Street rod vehicle" is
a motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle, that meets the
following conditions:

(1) The vehicle was manufactured before 1949, or the
vehicle has been assembled or reconstructed using major
component parts of a motor vehicle manufactured before
1949; and

(2) The vehicle has been modified in its body style or
design through the use of nonoriginal or reproduction
components, such as frame, engine, drive train, suspension,
or brakes in a manner that does not adversely affect its safe
performance as a motor vehicle or render it unlawful for
highway use. [1996 c 225 § 4.]

Finding—1996 c 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.04.580 Suspend. "Suspend,” in all its forms and
unless a different period is specified, means invalidation for
any period less than one calendar year and thereafter until
reinstatement. [1994 ¢ 275 § 28; 1990 ¢ 250 § 22; 1961 ¢
12 § 46.04.580. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 62; prior: (i) 1943 ¢
153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 §
6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 ¢ 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Short title—Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.04.582 Tandem axle. "Tandem axle" means any
two or more consecutive axles whose centers are less than
seven feet apart. [1988 ¢ 6 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 149 § 2.]

46.04.585 Temporarily sojourning. "Temporarily
sojourning,” as the term is used in chapter 46.04 RCW, shall
be construed to include any nonresident who is within this
state for a period of not to exceed six months in any one
year. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.585. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 63; prior:
1955¢c 89 § 6.]
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46.04.590 Traffic. "Traffic" includes pedestrians,
ridden or herded animals, vehicles, street cars, and other
conveyances either singly or together, while using any public
highways for purposes of travel. [1961 ¢ 12 § 46.04.590.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 64; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.600 Traffic control signal. "Traffic control
signal” means any traffic device, whether manually, electri-
cally, or mechanically operated, by which traffic alternately
is directed to stop or proceed or otherwise controlled. [1961
c 12 § 46.04.600. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 65; prior: 1937 c 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.611 Traffic-control devices. Official traffic-
control devices means all signs, signals, markings and
devices not inconsistent with Title 46 RCW placed or
erected by authority of a public body or official having
jurisdiction, for the purpose of regulating, warning or
guiding traffic. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 155 § 88.]

46.04.620 Trailer. "Trailer" includes every vehicle
without motive power designed for being drawn by or used
in conjunction with a motor vehicle constructed so that no
appreciable part of its weight rests upon or is carried by such
motor vehicle, but does not include a municipal transit vehi-
cle, or any portion thereof. [1974 ex.s. ¢ 76 § 3; 1961 c 12
§ 46.04.620. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 67; prior: (i) 1943 c 153
§ 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1,
part; 1923 ¢ 181 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 2, part; 1919 ¢ 59 §
1, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 1, part; RRS § 6313, part. (ii) 1937 ¢
189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part;
1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

46.04.622 Park trailer. "Park trailer" or "park model
trailer" means a travel trailer designed to be used with
temporary connections to utilities necessary for operation of
installed fixtures and appliances. The trailer’s gross area
shall not exceed four hundred square feet when in the setup
mode. "Park trailer" excludes a mobile home. [1989 c 337

§2])

46.04.623 Travel trailer. "Travel trailer" means a
trailer built on a single chassis transportable upon the public
streets and highways that is designed to be used as a
temporary dwelling without a permanent foundation and may
be used without being connected to utilities. [1989 ¢ 337 §
3]

46.04.630 Train. "Train" means a vehicle propelled
by steam, electricity, or other motive power with or without
cars coupled thereto, operated upon stationary rails, except
street cars. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.630. Prior: 1959 c 49 § 68;
prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 1, part; Rem.
Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 § 1, part; RRS
§ 6360-1, part.]

46.04.640 Trolley vehicle. "Trolley vehicle" means
a vehicle the motive power for which is supplied by means
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of a trolley line and which may or may not be confined in
its operation to a certain portion of the roadway in order to
maintain trolley line contact. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.640. Prior:
1959 ¢ 49 § 69; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188
§ 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937 c 189
§ 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.650 Tractor. "Tractor" means every motor
vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing other
vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load other than
a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so drawn. [1986
c1881;1975c 62 §8; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.650. Prior:
1959 c 49 § 70; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937 c 188
§ 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312, part. (ii) 1937 c 189 §
1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.653 Truck. "Truck" means every motor vehicle
designed, used, or maintained primarily for the transportation
of property. [1986 c 18 § 2.]

Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

46.04.655 Truck tractor. "Truck tractor" means
every motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing
other vehicles but so constructed as to permit carrying a load
in addition to part of the weight of the vehicle and load so
drawn. [1986 c 18 § 3.]

Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

46.04.660 Used vehicle. "Used vehicle" means a
vehicle which has been sold, bargained, exchanged, given
away, or title transferred from the person who first took title
to it from the manufacturer or first importer, dealer, or agent
of the manufacturer or importer, and so used as to have
become what is commonly known as "second-hand" within
the ordinary meaning thereof. [1961 c 12 § 46.04.660.
Prior: 1959 c 49 § 71; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part.]

46.04.670 Vehicle. "Vehicle" includes every device
capable of being moved upon a public highway and in, upon,
or by which any persons or property is or may be transport-
ed or drawn upon a public highway, including bicycles. The
term does not include devices other than bicycles moved by
human or animal power or used exclusively upon stationary
rails or tracks. Mopeds shall not be considered vehicles or
motor vehicles for the purposes of chapter 46.70 RCW.
Bicycles shall not be considered vehicles for the purposes of
chapter 46.12, 46.16, or 46.70 RCW. [1994 c 262 § 2; 1991
c214 8 2; 1979 ex.s. c 213 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 46.04.670.
Prior: 1959 ¢ 49 § 72; prior: (i) 1943 ¢ 153 § 1, part; 1937
c 188 § 1, part; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-1, part. (ii) 1937
c 189 § 1, part; RRS § 6360-1, part; 1929 c 180 § 1, part;
1927 ¢ 309 § 2, part; RRS § 6362-2, part.]

Mopeds
helmet required: RCW 46.37.530, 46.37.535.
motorcycle endorsement, exemption: RCW 46.20.500.

operation and safety standards: RCW 46.61.710, 46.61.720.
registration: RCW 46.16.630.
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46.04.672 Vehicle or pedestrian right of way.
"Vehicle or pedestrian right of way" means the right of one
vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in
preference to another vehicle or pedestrian approaching
under such circumstances of direction, speed, and proximity
as to give rise to danger of collision unless one grants
precedence to the other. [1975 ¢ 62 § 13.]

Severability—1975 ¢ 62: See note following RCW 36.75.010.

46.04.710 Wheelchair conveyance. "Wheelchair
conveyance" means any vehicle specially manufactured or
designed for the transportation of a physically or medically
impaired wheelchair-bound person. The vehicle may be a
separate vehicle used in lieu of a wheelchair or a separate
vehicle used for transporting the impaired person while
occupying a wheelchair. The vehicle shall be equipped with
a propulsion device capable of propelling the vehicle within
a speed range established by the state patrol. The state
patrol may approve and define as a wheelchair conveyance,
a vehicle that fails to meet these specific criteria but is
essentially similar in performance and application to vehicles
that do meet these specific criteria. [1987 ¢ 330 § 703; 1983
c200§ 1]

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 ¢ 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

Severability—1983 ¢ 200: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1983 ¢ 200 § 7.]

Wheelchair conveyances
licensing: RCW 46.16.640.
operator’s license: RCW 46.20.550.
public roadways, operating on: RCW 46.61.730.
safety standards: RCW 46.37.610.

Chapter 46.08
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Sections
46.08.010 State preempts licensing field.
46.08.020 Precedence over local vehicle and traffic regulations.
46.08.030 Uniformity of application.
46.08.065 Publicly owned vehicles to be marked—Exceptions.
46.08.066 Publicly owned vehicles—Confidential license plates—
Issuance, rules governing.
46.08.067 Publicly owned vehicles—Violations concerning marking
and confidential license plates.
46.08.068 Publicly owned vehicles—Remarking not required, when.
46.08.070 Nonresidents, application to.
46.08.150  Control of traffic on capitol grounds.
46.08.160  Control of traffic on capitol grounds—Enforcing officer.
46.08.170  Control of traffic on capitol grounds—Violations, traffic
infractions, misdemeanors—Jurisdiction.
46.08.172  Parking rental fees—Establishment.
46.08.190  Jurisdiction of judges of district, municipal, and superior

court.

Extension of licensing period authorized—Rules and regulations, manner
and content: RCW 43.24.140.

46.08.010 State preempts licensing field. The
provisions of this title relating to the certificate of ownership,
certificate of license registration, vehicle license, vehicle
license plates and vehicle operator’s license shall be exclu-
sive and no political subdivision of the state of Washington
shall require or issue any licenses or certificates for the same
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or a similar purpose except as provided in RCW 82.80.020,
nor shall any city or town in this state impose a tax, license,
or other fee upon vehicles operating exclusively between
points outside of such city or town limits, and to points
therein. [1990 c 42 § 207; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.010. Prior:
1937 c 188 § 75; RRS § 6312-75.]

Purpose—Headings—Severability—Effective dates—Application—
Implementation—1990 c 42: See notes following RCW 82.36.025.

46.08.020 Precedence over local vehicle and traffic
regulations. The provisions of this title relating to vehicles
shall be applicable and uniform throughout this state and in
all incorporated cities and towns and all political subdivi-
sions therein and no local authority shall enact or enforce
any law, ordinance, rule or regulation in conflict with the
provisions of this title except and unless expressly authorized
by law to do so and any laws, ordinances, rules or regula-
tions in conflict with the provisions of this title are hereby
declared to be invalid and of no effect. Local authorities
may, however, adopt additional vehicle and traffic regula-
tions which are not in conflict with the provisions of this
title. [1961 c 12 § 46.08.020. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 2; RRS
§ 6360-2.]

46.08.030 Uniformity of application. The provisions
of this title relating to the operation of vehicles shall be
applicable and uniform upon all persons operating vehicles
upon the public highways of this state, except as otherwise
specifically provided. [1961 c 12 § 46.08.030. Prior: 1937
c 189 § 3; RRS § 6360-3.]

46.08.065 Publicly owned vehicles to be marked—
Exceptions. (1) It is unlawful for any public officer having
charge of any vehicle owned or controlled by any county,
city, town, or public body in this state other than the state of
Washington and used in public business to operate the same
upon the public highways of this state unless and until there
shall be displayed upon such automobile or other motor
vehicle in letters of contrasting color not less than one and
one-quarter inches in height in a conspicuous place on the
right and left sides thereof, the name of such county, city,
town, or other public body, together with the name of the
department or office upon the business of which the said
vehicle is used. This section shall not apply to vehicles of
a sheriff’s office, local police department, or any vehicles
used by local peace officers under public authority for
special undercover or confidential investigative purposes.
This subsection shall not apply to: (a) Any municipal transit
vehicle operated for purposes of providing public mass
transportation; (b) any vehicle governed by the requirements
of subsection (4) of this section; nor to (c) any motor vehicle
on loan to a school district for driver training purposes. It
shall be lawful and constitute compliance with the provisions
of this section, however, for the governing body of the
appropriate county, city, town, or public body other than the
state of Washington or its agencies to adopt and use a
distinctive insignia which shall be not less than six inches in
diameter across its smallest dimension and which shall be
displayed conspicuously on the right and left sides of the
vehicle. Such insignia shall be in a color or colors contrast-
ing with the vehicle to which applied for maximum
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visibility. The name of the public body owning or operating
the vehicle shall also be included as part of or displayed
above such approved insignia in colors contrasting with the
vehicle in letters not less than one and one-quarter inches in
height. Immediately below the lettering identifying the
public entity and agency operating the vehicle or below an
approved insignia shall appear the words "for official use
only” in letters at least one inch high in a color contrasting
with the color of the vehicle. The appropriate governing
body may provide by rule or ordinance for marking of
passenger motor vehicles as prescribed in subsection (2) of
this section or for exceptions to the marking requirements for
local governmental agencies for the same purposes and under
the same circumstances as permitted for state agencies under
subsection (3) of this section.

(2) Except as provided by subsections (3) and (4) of this
section, passenger motor vehicles, as defined in RCW
43.19.552, owned or controlled. by the state of Washington,
and purchased after July 1, 1989, must be plainly and
conspicuously marked on the lower left-hand corner of the
rear window with the name of the operating agency or
institution or the words "state motor pool,” as appropriate,
the words "state of Washington — for official use only,"” and
the seal of the state of Washington or the appropriate agency
or institution insignia, approved by the department of general
administration. Markings must be on a transparent adhesive
material and conform to the standards established by the
department of general administration under RCW
43.19.554(1).

" (3) Subsection (2) of this section shall not apply to
vehicles used by the Washington state patrol for general
undercover or confidential investigative purposes. Traffic
control vehicles of the Washington state patrol may be
exempted from the requirements of subsection (2) of this
section at the discretion of the chief of the Washington state
patrol. The department of general administration shall adopt
general rules permitting other exceptions to the requirements
of subsection (2) of this section for other vehicles used for
law enforcement, confidential public health work, and public
assistance fraud or support investigative purposes, for
vehicles leased or rented by the state on a casual basis for a
period of less than ninety days, and those provided for in
RCW 46.08.066(3). The exceptions in this subsection,
subsection (4) of this section, and those provided for in
RCW 46.08.066(3) shall be the only exceptions permitted to
the requirements of subsection (2) of this section.

(4) Any motorcycle, vehicle over 10,000 pounds gross
vehicle weight, or other vehicle that for structural reasons
cannot be marked as required by subsection (1) or (2) of this
section that is owned or controlled by the state of Wash-
ington or by any county, city, town, or other public body in
this state and used for public purposes on the public high-
ways of this state shall be conspicuously marked in letters of
a contrasting color with the words "State of Washington" or
the name of such county, city, town, or other public body,
together with the name of the department or office that owns
or controls the vehicle.

(5) All motor vehicle markings required under the terms
of this chapter shall be maintained in a legible condition at
all times. [1989 ¢ 57§ 9; 1975 Istex.s.c 169 § 1; 1961 c
12 § 46.08.065. Prior: 1937 ¢ 189 § 46; RRS § 6360-46.
Formerly RCW 46.36.140.]
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Effective date—1989 ¢ 57: See note following RCW 43.19.550.

46.08.066 Publicly owned vehicles—Confidential
license plates—Issuance, rules governing. (1) Except as
provided in subsection (3) of this section, the department of
licensing is authorized to issue confidential motor vehicle
license plates to units of local government and to agencies
of the federal government for law enforcement purposes
only.

(2) Except as provided in subsections (3) and (4) of this
section the use of confidential plates on vehicles owned or
operated by the state of Washington by any officer or
employee thereof, shall be limited to confidential, investiga-
tive, or undercover work of state law enforcement agencies,
confidential public health work, and confidential public
assistance fraud or support investigations.

(3) Any state official elected on a state-wide basis shall
be provided on request with one set of confidential plates for
use on official business. When necessary for the personal
security of any other public officer, or public employee, the
chief of the Washington state patrol may recommend that the
director issue confidential plates for use on an unmarked
publicly owned or controlled vehicle of the appropriate
governmental unit for the conduct of official business for the
period of time that the personal security of such state
official, public officer, or other public employee may
require. The office of the state treasurer may use an
unmarked state owned or controlled vehicle with confidential
plates where required for the safe transportation of either
state funds or negotiable securities to or from the office of
the state treasurer.

(4) The director of licensing may issue rules and
regulations governing applications for, and the use of, such
plates by law enforcement and other public agencies. [1986
c 158 § 20; 1982 c 163 § 14; 1979 c 158 § 128; 1975 Ist
ex.s.c 169 § 2]

Severability—Effective date—1982 c 163: See notes following
RCW 2.10.052.

46.08.067 Publicly owned vehicles—Violations
concerning marking and confidential license plates. A
violation of any provision of RCW 46.08.065 as now or
hereafter amended or of RCW 46.08.066 shall subject the
public officer or employee committing such violation to
disciplinary action by the appropriate appointing authority or
employing agency. Such disciplinary action may include,
but shall not be limited to, suspension without pay or
termination of employment in the case of repeated or
continuing noncompliance. [1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 169 § 3.]

46.08.068 Publicly owned vehicles—Remarking not
required, when. Any vehicle properly marked pursuant to
statutory requirements in effect prior to September 8, 1975,
need not be remarked to conform to the requirements of
RCW 46.08.065 through 46.08.067 until July 1, 1977. [1975
Ist ex.s. c 169 § 4.]

46.08.070 Nonresidents, application to. Subject to
a compliance with the motor vehicle laws of the state and
acceptance of the provisions of this title, nonresident owners
and operators of vehicles hereby are granted the privilege of
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using the public highways of this state, and use of such
public highways shall be deemed and construed to be an
acceptance by such nonresident owners and operators of the
provisions of this title. [1961 c 12 § 46.08.070. Prior:
1937 c 189 § 128; RRS § 6360-128.]

46.08.150 Control of traffic on capitol grounds.
The director of general administration shall have power to
devise and promulgate rules and regulations for the control
of vehicular and pedestrian traffic and the parking of motor
vehicles on the state capitol grounds. However, the mone-
tary penalty for parking a motor vehicle without a valid
special license plate or placard in a parking place reserved
for physically disabled persons shall be the same as provided
in RCW 46.16.381. Such rules and regulations shall be
promulgated by publication in one issue of a newspaper
published at the state capitol and shall be given such further
publicity as the director may deem proper. [1995 c 384 § 2;
1961 c 12 § 46.08.150. Prior: 1955c 285 § 21; 1947 c 11
§ 1; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 7921-20.]

46.08.160 Control of traffic on capitol grounds—
Enforcing officer. The chief of the Washington state patrol
shall be the chief enforcing officer to assure the proper
enforcement of such rules and regulations. [1961 c 12 §
46.08.160. Prior: 1947 c 11 § 2; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 7921-
21.]

46.08.170 Control of traffic on capitol grounds—
Violations, traffic infractions, misdemeanors—
Jurisdiction. Any violation of a rule or regulation pre-
scribed under RCW 46.08.150 is a traffic infraction, and the
district courts of Thurston county shall have jurisdiction over
such offenses: PROVIDED, That violation of a rule or
regulation relating to traffic including parking, standing,
stopping, and pedestrian offenses is a traffic infraction,
except that violation of a rule or regulation equivalent to
those provisions of Title 46 RCW set forth in RCW
46.63.020 remains a misdemeanor. [1987 ¢ 202 § 213; 1979
ex.s. c 136 § 40; 1963 c 158 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.170.
Prior: 1947 c 11 § 3; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 7921-22.]

Intent—1987 ¢ 202: See note following RCW 2.04.190.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.08.172 Parking rental fees—Establishment. The
director of the department of general administration shall
establish equitable and consistent parking rental fees for the
capitol campus and may, if requested by agencies, establish
equitable and consistent parking rental fees for agencies off
the capitol campus, to be charged to employees, visitors,
clients, service providers, and others, that reflect the
legislature’s intent to reduce state subsidization of parking or
to meet the commute trip reduction goals established in
RCW 70.94.527. All fees shall take into account the market
rate of comparable privately owned rental parking, as
determined by the director. However, parking rental fees are
not to exceed the local market rate of comparable privately
owned rental parking.

The director may delegate the responsibility for the
collection of parking fees to other agencies of state govern-
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ment when cost-effective. [1995 ¢ 215 § 4; 1993 ¢ 394 § 4.
Prior: 1991 sps. ¢ 31 § 12; 1991 sp.s. ¢ 13 § 41; 1988 ex.s.
c28§901; 1985 c 57 § 59; 1984 c 258 § 323; 1963 c 158 §
1.]

Finding—Purpose—1993 c 394: See note following RCW
43.01.220.

Severability—1991 sp.s. ¢ 31: See RCW 43.991.900.

Effective dates—Severability—1991 sp.s. c 13: See notes following
RCW 18.08.240.

Effective date—1985 c 57: See note following RCW 18.04.105.

Court Improvement Act of 1984—Effective dates—Severability—
Short title—1984 ¢ 258: See notes following RCW 3.30.010.

Intent—1984 c 258: See note following RCW 3.46.120.
Fee deposition: RCW 43.01.225.

46.08.190 Jurisdiction of judges of district, munici-
pal, and superior court. Every district and municipal court
judge shall have concurrent jurisdiction with superior court
judges of the state for all violations of the provisions of this
title, except the trial of felony charges on the merits, and
may impose any punishment provided therefor. [1995 c 136
§ 1; 1984 c 258 § 136; 1961 c 12 § 46.08.190. Prior: 1955
c393 § 4]

Court Improvement Act of 1984—Effective dates—Severability—
Short title—1984 c 258: See notes following RCW 3.30.010.

Application—1984 ¢ 258 §§ 101-139: See note following RCW
3.50.005.

Chapter 46.09
OFF-ROAD AND NONHIGHWAY VEHICLES

Sections

46.09.010  Application of chapter—Permission necessary to enter upon
private lands.

46.09.020  Definitions.

46.09.030 Use permits—Issuance—Fees.

46.09.040 Use permit prerequisite to operation.

46.09.050 Vehicles exempted from ORYV use permits and tags.

46.09.070  Application for ORV use permit.

46.09.080 ORYV dealers—Permits—Fees—Number plates—Title appli-
cation—Violations.

46.09.110 Disposition of ORV moneys.

46.09.120  Operating violations.

46.09.130  Additional violations—Penalty.

46.09.140  Accident reports.

46.09.150 Motor vehicle fuel excise taxes on fuel for nonhighway
vehicles not refundable.

46.09.165 Nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities program ac-
count.

46.09.170  Refunds from motor vehicle fund—Distribution—Use.

46.09.180 Regulation by local political subdivisions or state agencies.

46.09.190 General penalty—Civil liability.

46.09.200 Enforcement.

46.09.240 Administration and distribution of ORV moneys.

46.09.250  State-wide plan.

46.09.280 Committee to advise on administration of chapter.

46.09.900 Severability—1971 ex.s. c 47.

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

46.09.010 Application of chapter—Permission
necessary to enter upon private lands. The provisions of
this chapter shall apply to all lands in this state. Nothing in
chapter 43.09 RCW, RCW 67.32.050, 67.32.080, 67.32.100,
67.32.130 or 67.32.140 shall be deemed to grant to any
person the right or authority to enter upon private property
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without permission of the property owner. [1972 ex.s. ¢ 153
§ 2; 1971 ex.s. c 47 § 6.]
Reviser’s note: Throughout chapter 46.09 RCW, with the exception

of RCW 46.09.010 and 46.09.900, the phrase “this 1971 amendatory act" -

has been changed to “this chapter." This 1971 amendatory act [1971 exs.
c 47] consisted of the enactment of chapter 46.09 RCW and RCW
67.32.130 and 67.32.140 and the amendment of RCW 67.32.050, 67.32.080,
and 67.32.100.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.020 Definitions. As used in this chapter the
following words and phrases have the designated meanings
unless a different meaning is expressly provided or the
context otherwise clearly indicates:

"Person" means any individual, firm, partnership,
association, or corporation.

"Nonhighway vehicle" means any motorized vehicle
when used for recreation travel on trails and nonhighway
roads or for recreation cross-country travel on any one of the
following or a combination thereof: Land, water, snow, ice,
marsh, swampland, and other natural terrain. Such vehicles
include but are not limited to, off-road vehicles, two, three,
or four-wheel vehicles, motorcycles, four-wheel drive
vehicles, dune buggies, amphibious vehicles, ground effects
or air cushion vehicles, and any other means of land trans-
portation deriving motive power from any source other than
muscle or wind.

Nonhighway vehicle does not include:

(1) Any vehicle designed primarily for travel on, over,
or in the water; :

(2) Snowmobiles or any military vehicles; or

(3) Any vehicle eligible for a motor vehicle fuel tax
exemption or rebate under chapter 82.36 RCW while an
exemption or rebate is claimed. This exemption includes but
is not limited to farm, construction, and logging vehicles.

"Off-road vehicle” or "ORV" means any nonhighway
vehicle when used for cross-country travel on trails or on
any one of the following or a combination thereof: Land,
water, snow, ice, marsh, swampland and other natural ter-
rain.

"ORV use permit” means a permit issued for operation
of an off-road vehicle under this chapter.

"ORV trail" means a multiple-use corridor designated
and maintained for recreational travel by off-road vehicles
that is not normally suitable for travel by conventional two-
wheel drive vehicles and is posted or designated by the
managing authority of the property that the trail traverses as
permitting ORV travel.

"ORV use area" means the entire area of a parcel of
land except for camping and approved buffer areas that is
posted or designated for ORV use in accordance with rules
adopted by the managing authority.

"ORV recreation facility” includes ORYV trails and ORV
use areas.

"Owner" means the person other than the lienholder,
having an interest in or title to a nonhighway vehicle, and
entitled to the use or possession thereof.

"Operator" means each person who operates, or is in
physical control of, any nonhighway vehicle.

"Dealer" means a person, partnership, association, or
corporation engaged in the business of selling off-road
vehicles at wholesale or retail in this state.
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"Department” means the department of licensing.

"Hunt" means any effort to kill, injure, capture, or
purposely disturb a wild animal or wild bird.

"Nonhighway road" means any road owned or managed
by a public agency, or any private road for which the owner
has granted a permanent easement for public use of the road,
other than a highway generally capable of travel by a
conventional two-wheel drive passenger automobile during
most of the year and in use by such vehicles and that is not
built or maintained with appropriations from the motor
vehicle fund.

"Highway," for the purpose of this chapter only, means
the entire width between the boundary lines of every way
publicly maintained by the state department of transportation
or any county or city when any part thereof is generally
open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular travel
as a matter of right.

"Organized competitive event" means any competition,
advertised in advance through written notice to organized
clubs or published in local newspapers, sponsored by
recognized clubs, and conducted at a predetermined time and
place. [1986 c 206 § 1; 1979 c 158 § 129; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220
§ 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 3; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 47 § 7.]

Effective date—1986 c 206: "This act shall take effect on June 30,
1986." [1986 c 206 § 17.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.030 Use permits—Issuance—Fees. The
department shall provide for the issuance of use permits for
off-road vehicles and may appoint agents for collecting fees
and issuing permits. The department shall charge each
applicant for registration the actual cost of the decal. The
department shall make available replacement decals for a fee
equivalent to the actual cost of the decals. The provisions
of RCW 46.01.130 and 46.01.140 apply to the issuance of
use permits for off-road vehicles as they do to the issuance
of vehicle licenses, the appointment of agents and the
collection of application fees. [1990 c 250 § 23; 1986 c 206
§ 2; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 2; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 4; 1971 ex.s.
c 47 § 8.]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1986 c 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.040 Use permit prerequisite to operation.
Except as provided in this chapter, no person shall operate
any off-road vehicle within this state after January 1, 1978,
unless the off-road vehicle has been assigned an ORV use
permit and displays a current ORV tag in accordance with
the provisions of this chapter: PROVIDED, That registration
and display of an unexpired ATV use permit shall be
deemed to have complied with this section. [1977 ex.s. c
220 § 3; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 5; 1971 ex.s. c 47 § 9.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.050 Vehicles exempted from ORYV use permits
and tags. ORYV use permits and ORV tags shall be required
under the provisions of this chapter except for the following:

(1 Off-road vehicles owned and operated by the United
States, another state, or a political subdivision thereof.

(1996 Ed.)



Off-road and Nonhighway Vehicles

(2) Off-road vehicles owned and operated by this state,
or by any municipality or political subdivision thereof.

(3) An off-road vehicle operating in an organized
competitive event on privately owned or leased land:
PROVIDED, That if such leased land is owned by the state
of Washington this exemption shall not apply unless the state
agency exercising jurisdiction over the land in question
specifically authorizes said competitive event: PROVIDED
FURTHER, That such exemption shall be strictly construed.

(4) Off-road vehicles operated on lands owned or leased
by the ORV owner or operator or on lands which the
operator has permission to operate without an ORV use
permit.

(5) Off-road vehicles owned by a resident of another
state that have a valid ORV permit or vehicle license issued
in accordance with the laws of the other state. This exemp-
tion shall apply only to the extent that a similar exemption
or privilege is granted under the laws of that state.

(6) Off-road vehicles while being used for search and
rescue purposes under the authority or direction of an
appropriate search and rescue or law enforcement agency.

(7) Vehicles used primarily for construction or inspec-
tion purposes during the course of a commercial operation.

(8) Vehicles which are licensed pursuant to chapter
46.16 RCW or in the case of nonresidents, vehicles which
are validly licensed for operation over public highways in
the jurisdiction of the owner’s residence. [1986 ¢ 206 § 3;
1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 4; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 6; 1971 ex.s. c 47
§ 10]

Effective date—1986 ¢ 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.070 Application for ORV use permit. (1)
Application for annual or temporary ORV use permits shall
be made to the department or its authorized agent in such
manner and upon such forms as the department shall
prescribe and shall state the name and address of each owner
of the off-road vehicle.

(2) An application for an annual permit shall be signed
by at least one owner, and shall be accompanied by a fee of
five dollars. Upon receipt of the annual permit application
and the application fee, the off-road vehicle shall be assigned
a use permit number tag or decal, which shall be affixed to
the off-road vehicle in a manner prescribed by the depart-
ment. The annual permit is valid for a period of one year
and is renewable each year in such manner as the department
may prescribe for an additional period of one year upon
payment of a renewal fee of five dollars.

Any person acquiring an off-road vehicle for which an
annual permit has been issued who desires to continue to use
the permit must, within fifteen days of the acquisition of the
off-road vehicle, make application to the department or its
authorized agent for transfer of the permit, and the applica-
tion shall be accompanied by a transfer fee of one dollar.

(3) A temporary use permit is valid for sixty days.
Application for a temporary permit shall be accompanied by
a fee of two dollars. The permit shall be carried on the
vehicle at all times during its operation in the state.

(4) Except as provided in RCW 46.09.050, any out-of-
state operator of an off-road vehicle shall, when operating in
this state, comply with this chapter, and if an ORV use
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permit is required under this chapter, the operator shall
obtain an annual or temporary permit and tag. [1986 c 206
§ 4, 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 6; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 8; 1971 ex.s.
c47 § 12]
Effective date—1986 c 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.
Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.080 ORYV dealers—Permits—Fees—Number
plates—Title application—Violations. (1) Each dealer of
off-road vehicles in this state who does not have a current
"dealer’s plate” for vehicle use pursuant to chapter 46.70
RCW shall obtain an ORV dealer permit from the depart-
ment in such manner and upon such forms as the department
shall prescribe. Upon receipt of an application for an ORV
dealer permit and the fee under subsection (2) of this
section, the dealer shall be registered and an ORV dealer
permit number assigned.

(2) The fee for ORV dealer permits shall be twenty-five
dollars per year, which covers all of the off-road vehicles
owned by a dealer and not rented. Off-road vehicles rented
on a regular, commercial basis by a dealer shall have
separate use permits.

(3) Upon the issuance of an ORV dealer permit each
dealer may purchase, at a cost to be determined by the
department, ORV dealer number plates of a size and color
to be determined by the department, that contain the dealer
ORV permit number assigned to the dealer. Each off-road
vehicle operated by a dealer, dealer representative, or
prospective customer for the purposes of testing or demon-
stration shall display such number plates assigned pursuant
to the dealer permit provisions in chapter 46.70 RCW or this
section, in a manner prescribed by the department.

(4) No dealer, dealer representative, or prospective
customer shall use such number plates for any purpose other
than the purpose prescribed in subsection (3) of this section.

(5) ORYV dealer permit numbers shall be nontransfer-
able.

(6) It is unlawful for any dealer to sell any off-road
vehicle at wholesale or retail or to test or demonstrate any
off-road vehicle within the state unless he has a motor
vehicle dealers’ license pursuant to chapter 46.70 RCW or
an ORYV dealer permit number in accordance with this
section.

(7) When an ORYV is sold by a dealer, the dealer shall
apply for title in the purchaser’s name within fifteen days
following the sale. [1990 c 250 § 24; 1986 ¢ 206 § 5; 1977
ex.s.c 2208 7; 1972 ex.s.c 153 § 9; 1971 ex.s. c 47 § 13.]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1986 c 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.110 Disposition of ORV moneys. The moneys
collected by the department under this chapter shall be
distributed from time to time but at least once a year in the
following manner:

The department shall retain enough money to cover
expenses incurred in the administration of this chapter:
PROVIDED, That such retention shall never exceed eighteen
percent of fees collected.

The remaining moneys shall be distributed by the
interagency committee for outdoor recreation in accordance
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with RCW 46.09.170(1)(d). [1986 c 206 § 6; 1985 ¢ 57 §
60; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 9; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 11; 1971 ex.s.
c47 § 16.]
Effective date—1986 c 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.
Effective date—198S ¢ 57: See note following RCW 18.04.105.
Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.120 Operating violations. (1) It is a traffic
infraction for any person to operate any nonhighway vehicle:

(a) In such a manner as to endanger the property of
another;

(b) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle without a lighted headlight and taillight
between the hours of dusk and dawn, or when otherwise
required for the safety of others regardless of ownership;

(c) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle without an adequate braking device or
when otherwise required for the safety of others regardless
of ownership;

(d) Without a spark arrester approved by the department
of natural resources;

(e) Without an adequate, and operating, muffling device
which effectively limits vehicle noise to no more than
eighty-six decibels on the "A" scale at fifty feet as measured
by the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) test proce-
dure J 331a, except that a maximum noise level of one
hundred and five decibels on the "A" scale at a distance of
twenty inches from the exhaust outlet shall be an acceptable
substitute in lieu of the Society of Automotive Engineers test
procedure J 331a when measured:

(i) At a forty-five degree angle at a distance of twenty
inches from the exhaust outlet;

(ii) With the vehicle stationary and the engine running
at a steady speed equal to one-half of the manufacturer’s
maximum allowable ("red line") engine speed or where the
manufacturer’s maximum allowable engine speed is not
known the test speed in revolutions per minute calculated as
sixty percent of the speed at which maximum horsepower is
developed; and

(iii) With the microphone placed ten inches from the
side of the vehicle, one-half way between the lowest part of
the vehicle body and the ground plane, and in the same
lateral plane as the rearmost exhaust outlet where the outlet
of the exhaust pipe is under the vehicle;

(f) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the

nonhighway vehicle upon the shoulder or inside bank or
slope of any nonhighway road or highway, or upon the
median of any divided highway;

(g) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle in any area or in such a manner so as to
unreasonably expose the underlying soil, or to create an
erosion condition, or to injure, damage, or destroy trees,
growing crops, or other vegetation;

(h) On lands not owned by the operator or owner of the
nonhighway vehicle or on any nonhighway road or trail
which is restricted to pedestrian or animal travel; and

(i) On any public lands in violation of rules and
regulations of the agency administering such lands.

(2) It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate any
nonhighway vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating
liquor or a controlled substance. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 41;
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1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 10; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 12; 1971 ex.s. ¢

47 § 17.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Effective date—Severability—1979 exs. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.130 Additional violations—Penalty. No person
may operate a nonhighway vehicle in such a way as to
endanger human life. No person shall operate a nonhighway
vehicle in such a way as to run down or harass any wildlife
or animal, nor carry, wansport, or convey any loaded weapon
in or upon, nor hunt from, any nonhighway vehicle except
by permit issued by the director of fish and wildlife under
RCW 77.32.237: PROVIDED, That it shall not be unlawful
to carry, transport, or convey a loaded pistol in or upon a
nonhighway vehicle if the person complies with the terms
and conditions of chapter 9.41 RCW.

Violation of this section is a gross misdemeanor. [1994
c 264 § 35; 1989 c 297 § 3; 1986 ¢ 206 § 7; 1977 ex.s. ¢
220 § 11; 1971 ex.s. c 47 § 18.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Effective date—1986 ¢ 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.

46.09.140 Accident reports. The operator of any
nonhighway vehicle involved in any accident resulting in
injury to or death of any person, or property damage to
another to an apparent extent equal to or greater than the
minimum amount established by rule adopted by the chief of
the Washington state patrol in accordance with chapter 46.52
RCW, or a person acting for the operator shall submit such
reports as are required under chapter 46.52 RCW, and the
provisions of chapter 46.52 RCW applies to the reports when
submitted. [1990 c 250 § 25; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 12; 1971
ex.s. c 47 § 19.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.09.150 Motor vehicle fuel excise taxes on fuel for
nonhighway vehicles not refundable. Motor vehicle fuel
excise taxes paid on fuel used and purchased for providing
the motive power for nonhighway vehicles shall not be
refundable in accordance with the provisions of RCW
82.36.280 as it now exists or is hereafter amended. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 220 § 13; 1974 ex.s. c 144 § 1; 1972 ex.s. c 153 §
13; 1971 ex.s. c 47 § 20.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.165 Nonhighway and off-road vehicle activi-
ties program account. The nonhighway and off-road
vehicle activities program account is created in the state
treasury. Moneys in this account are subject to legislative
appropriation. The interagency committee for outdoor
recreation shall administer the account for purposes specified
in this chapter and shall hold it separate and apart from all
other money, funds, and accounts of the interagency commit-
tee for outdoor recreation. Grants, gifts, or other financial
assistance, proceeds received from public bodies as adminis-
trative cost contributions, and any moneys made available to
the state of Washington by the federal government for
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outdoor recreation may be deposited into the account. [1995
c 166 § 11.]

46.09.170 Refunds from motor vehicle fund—
Distribution—Use. (1) From time to time, but at least once
each year, the state treasurer shall refund from the motor
vehicle fund one percent of the motor vehicle fuel tax
revenues collected under chapter 82.36 RCW, based on the
tax rate in effect January 1, 1990, less proper deductions for
refunds and costs of collection as provided in RCW
46.68.090. The treasurer shall place these funds in the
general fund as follows:

(a) Forty percent shall be credited to the ORV and
nonhighway vehicle account and administered by the
department of natural resources solely for planning, mainte-
nance, and management of ORV recreation facilities,
nonhighway roads, and nonhighway road recreation facilities.
The funds under this subsection shall be expended in accor-
dance with the following limitations:

(i) Not more than five percent may be expended for
information programs under this chapter;

(ii) Not less than ten percent and not more than fifty
percent may be expended for ORV recreation facilities;

(iii) Not more than twenty-five percent may be expend-
ed for maintenance of nonhighway roads;

(iv) Not more than fifty percent may be expended for
nonhighway road recreation facilities;

(v) Ten percent shall be transferred to the interagency
committee for outdoor recreation for grants to law enforce-
ment agencies in those counties where the department of
natural resources maintains ORV facilities. This amount is
in addition to those distributions made by the interagency
committee for outdoor recreation under (d)(i) of this subsec-
tion;

(b) Three and one-half percent shall be credited to the
ORYV and nonhighway vehicle account and administered by
the department of fish and wildlife solely for the acquisition,
planning, development, maintenance, and management of
nonhighway roads and recreation facilities;

(c) Two percent shall be credited to the ORV and
nonhighway vehicle account and administered by the parks
and recreation commission solely for the maintenance and
management of ORV use areas and facilities; and

(d) Fifty-four and one-half percent, together with the
funds received by the interagency committee for outdoor
recreation under RCW 46.09.110, shall be credited to the
nonhighway and off-road vehicle activities program account
to be administered by the committee for planning, acquisi-
tion, development, maintenance, and management of ORV
recreation facilities and nonhighway road recreation facili-
ties; ORV user education and information; and ORV law
enforcement programs. The funds under this subsection
shall be expended in accordance with the following limi-
tations:

(i) Not more than twenty percent may be expended for
ORYV education, information, and law enforcement programs
under this chapter;

(ii) Not less than an amount equal to the funds received
by the interagency committee for outdoor recreation under
RCW 46.09.110 and not more than sixty percent may be
expended for ORV recreation facilities;

(1996 Ed.)

46.09.165

(iii) Not more than twenty percent may be expended for
nonhighway road recreation facilities.

(2) On a yearly basis an agency may not, except as
provided in RCW 46.09.110, expend more than ten percent
of the funds it receives under this chapter for general
administration expenses incurred in carrying out this chapter.
(1995 c 166 § 9; 1994 c 264 § 36; 1990 c 42 § 115; 1988 c
36 § 25; 1986 c 206 § 8; 1979 c 158 § 130; 1977 ex.s. ¢
220 § 14; 1975 1stex.s.c 34 § 1; 1974 ex.s. c 144 § 3;
1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 15; 1971 ex.s. c 47 § 22.]

Purpose—Headings—Severability—Effective dates—Application—
Implementation—1990 c 42: See notes following RCW 82.36.025.

Effective date—1986 c 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.

Effective date—197S5 1st ex.s. ¢ 34: "This 1975 amendatory act is
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and
safety, the support of the state government and its existing public institu-
tions, and shall take effect July 1, 1975." [1975 Ist ex.s. c 34 § 4.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.180 Regulation by local political subdivisions
or state agencies. Notwithstanding any of the provisions of
this chapter, any city, county, or other political subdivision
of this state, or any state agency, may regulate the operation
of nonhighway vehicles on public lands, waters, and other
properties under its jurisdiction, and on streets or highways
within its boundaries by adopting regulations or ordinances
of its governing body, provided such regulations are not less
stringent than the provisions of this chapter. [1977 exs. c
220 § 15; 1971 ex.s. c 47 § 23.]

46.09.190 General penalty—Civil liability. (1)
Except as provided in RCW 46.09.120(2) and 46.09.130 as
now or hereafter amended, violation of the provisions of this
chapter is a traffic infraction for which a penalty of not less
than twenty-five dollars may be imposed.

(2) In addition to the penalties provided in subsection
(1) of this section, the owner and/or the operator of any
nonhighway vehicle shall be liable for any damage to
property including damage to trees, shrubs, or growing crops
injured as the result of travel by the nonhighway vehicle.
The owner of such property may recover from the person
responsible three times the amount of damage. [1979 ex.s.
c 136 § 42; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 16; 1972 ex.s. c 153 § 16;
1971 ex.s. c 47 § 24.]

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢.153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.09.200 Enforcement. The provisions of this
chapter shall be enforced by all persons having the authority
to enforce any of the laws of this state, including, without
limitation, officers of the state patrol, county sheriffs and
their deputies, all municipal law enforcement officers within
their respective jurisdictions, state wildlife agents and deputy
wildlife agents, state park rangers, state fisheries patrolmen,
and those employees of the department of natural resources
designated by the commissioner of public lands under RCW
43.30.310, 76.04.035, and 76.04.045. (1986 c 100 § 52;
1971 ex.s. c 47 § 25.]
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46.09.240 Administration and distribution of ORV
moneys. (1) After deducting administrative expenses and
the expense of any programs conducted under this chapter,
the interagency committee for outdoor recreation shall, at
least once each year, distribute the funds it receives under
RCW 46.09.110 and 46.09.170 to state agencies, counties,
municipalities, federal agencies, and Indian tribes.

The committee shall adopt rules governing applications
for funds administered by the agency under this chapter and
shall determine the amount of money distributed to each
applicant. Agencies receiving funds under this chapter for
capital purposes shall consider the possibility of contracting
with the state parks and recreation commission, the depart-
ment of natural resources, or other federal, state, and local
agencies to employ the youth development and conservation
corps or other youth crews in completing the project.

(2) The interagency committee shall require each
applicant for land acquisition or development funds under
this section to conduct, before submitting the application, a
public hearing in the nearest town of five hundred population
or more, and publish notice of such hearing on the same day
of each week for two consecutive weeks as follows:

(a) In the newspaper of general circulation published
nearest the proposed project;

(b) In the newspaper having the largest circulation in the
county or counties where the proposed project is located; and

(c) If the proposed project is located in a county with a
population of less than forty thousand, the notice shall also
be published in the newspaper having the largest circulation
published in the nearest county that has a population of forty
thousand or more.

(3) The notice shall state that the purpose of the hearing
is to solicit comments regarding an application being
prepared for submission to the interagency committee for
outdoor recreation for acquisition or development funds
under the off-road and nonhighway vehicle program. The
applicant shall file notice of the hearing with the department
of ecology at the main office in Olympia and shall comply
with the State Environmental Policy Act, chapter 43.21C
RCW. A written record and a magnetic tape recording of
the hearing shall be included in the application. [1991 ¢ 363
§ 122; 1986 c 206 § 9; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 17.]

Purpose—Captions not law—1991 ¢ 363: See notes following RCW
2.32.180.

Effective date—1986 ¢ 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.

46.09.250 State-wide plan. The interagency commit-
tee for outdoor recreation shall maintain a state-wide plan
which shall be updated at least once every third biennium
and shall be used by all participating agencies to guide
distribution and expenditure of funds under this chapter.
[1986 c 206 § 11; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 220 § 18.]

Effective date—1986 c 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.

46.09.280 Committee to advise on administration of
chapter. The interagency committee for outdoor recreation
shall establish a committee of nonhighway road
recreationists, including representatives of organized ORV
groups, to provide advice regarding the administration of this
chapter. Only representatives of organized ORV groups may
be voting members of the committee with respect to expen-
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diture of funds received under RCW 46.09.110. [1986 c 206
§ 13.]
Effective date—1986 c 206: See note following RCW 46.09.020.

46.09.900 Severability—1971 ex.s. c 47. If any
provision of this 1971 amendatory act, or its application to
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
this 1971 amendatory act, or the application of the provision
to other persons or circumstances is not affected. [1971"
ex.s. c 47 § 26.]

Chapter 46.10

SNOWMOBILES

Sections

46.10.010 Definitions.

46.10.020 Ownership, transport, or operation of snowmobile without
registration prohibited.

46.10.030 Ownership or operation of snowmobile without registration
prohibited—Exceptions.

46.10.040 Application for registration—Annual fee—Registration num-
ber—Term—Renewal—Transfer—Nonresident permit—
Decals.

46.10.043  Registration or transfer of registration pursuant to sale by
dealer—Temporary registration.

46.10.050 Snowmobile dealers’ registration—Fee—Dealer number
plates, use—Sale or demonstration unlawful without
registration.

46.10.055 Denial, suspension, or revocation of dealer registration or
assessment of monetary civil penalty, when.

46.10.060 Registration number permanent— Certificate of registration,
date tags.

46.10.070 Affixing and displaying registration number.

46.10.075 Snowmobile account—Deposits—Appropriations, use.

46.10.080 Distribution of snowmobile registration fees, civil penalties,
and fuel tax moneys.

46.10.090 Operating violations.

46.10.100 Crossing public roadways and highways lawful, when.

46.10.110  Operating upon public road or highway lawful, when.

46.10.120 Restrictions on age of operators—Qualifications.

46.10.130  Additional violations—Penalty.

46.10.140  Accident reports.

46.10.150 Refund of snowmobile fuel tax to snowmobile account.

46.10.160 Snowmobile fuel excise tax nonrefundable.

46.10.170 Amount of snowmobile fuel tax paid as motor vehicle fuel
tax.

46.10.180 Regulation by political subdivisions, state agencies.

46.10.185 Local authorities may provide for safety and convenience.

46.10.190  Violations as traffic infractions—Exceptions—Civil liability.

46.10200 Enforcement.

46.10.210  Administration.

46.10220 Snowmobile advisory committee.

46.10.900 Severability—1971 exs. ¢ 29.

46.10.910 Short title.

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

46.10.010 Definitions. As used in this chapter the
words and phrases in this section shall have the designated
meanings unless a different meaning is expressly provided or
the context otherwise clearly indicated.

(1) "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, partner-
ship, association, or corporation.

(2) "Snowmobile" shall mean any self-propelled vehicle
capable of traveling over snow or ice, which utilizes as its
means of propulsion an endless belt tread, or cleats, or any
combination of these or other similar means of contact with
the surface upon which it is operated, and which is steered
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wholly or in part by skis or sled type runners, and which is
not otherwise registered as, or subject to the motor vehicle
excise tax in the state of Washington.

(3) "All terrain vehicle" shall mean any self-propelled
vehicle other than a snowmobile, capable of cross-country
travel on or immediately over land, water, snow, ice, marsh,
swampland, and other natural terrain, including, but not
limited to, four-wheel vehicles, amphibious vehicles, ground
effect or air cushion vehicles, and any other means of land
transportation deriving motive power from any source other
than muscle or wind; except any vehicle designed primarily
for travel on, over, or in the water, farm vehicles, or any
military or law enforcement vehicles.

(4) "Owner" shall mean the person, other than a
lienholder, having the property in or title to a snowmobile or
all terrain vehicle, and entitled to the use or possession
thereof.

(5) "Operator" means each person who operates, or is in
physical control of, any snowmobile or all terrain vehicle.

(6) "Public roadway" shall mean the entire width of the
right of way of any road or street designed and ordinarily
used for travel or parking of motor vehicles, which is
controlled by a public authority other than the Washington
state department of transportation, and which is open as a
matter of right to the general public for ordinary vehicular
traffic.

(7) "Highways" shall mean the entire width of the right
of way of all primary and secondary state highways, includ-
ing all portions of the interstate highway system.

(8) "Dealer" means a person, partnership, association, or
corporation engaged in the business of selling snowmobiles
or all terrain vehicles at wholesale or retail in this state.

(9) "Department” shall mean the department of licens-
ing.

(10) "Director"” shall mean the director of the depart-
ment of licensing.

(11) "Commission" shall mean the Washington state
parks and recreation commission.

(12) "Hunt" shall mean any effort to kill, injure, capture,
or disturb a wild animal or wild bird.

(13) "Committee" means the Washington state parks and
recreation commission snowmobile advisory committee.
[1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 1; 1979 c 158 § 131; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 §

1]

46.10.020 Ownership, transport, or operation of
snowmobile without registration prohibited. (1) Except
as provided in this chapter, no person shall own, transport,
or operate any snowmobile within this state unless such
snowmobile has been registered in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter.

(2) A registration number shall be assigned, without
payment of a fee, to snowmobiles owned by the state of
Washington or its political subdivisions, and the assigned
registration number shall be displayed upon each snowmo-
bile in such manner as provided by rules adopted by the
department. [1982 ¢ 17 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 182 § 3; 1971
ex.s.c 29 § 2.]

46.10.030 Ownership or operation of snowmobile
without registration prohibited—Exceptions. No registra-
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tion shall be required under the provisions of this chapter for
the following described snowmobiles:

(1) Snowmobiles owned and operated by the United
States, another state, or a political subdivision thereof.

(2) A snowmobile owned by a resident of another state
or Canadian province if that snowmobile is registered in
accordance with the laws of the state or province in which
its owner resides, but only to the extent that a similar
exemption or privilege is granted under the laws of that state
or province for snowmobiles registered in this state:
PROVIDED, That any snowmobile which is validly regis-
tered in another state or province and which is physically
located in this state for a period of more than fifteen
consecutive days shall be subject to registration under the
provisions of this chapter. [1986 ¢ 16 § 1; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 182
§ 4; 1975 1Ist ex.s. ¢ 181 § 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 3.]

46.10.040 Application for registration—Annual
fee—Registration number—Term—Renewal—Transfer—
Nonresident permit—Decals. Application for registration
shall be made to the department in the manner and upon
forms the department prescribes, and shall state the name
and address of each owner of the snowmobile to be regis-
tered, and shall be signed by at least one such owner, and
shall be accompanied by an annual registration fee to be
established by the commission, after consultation with the
committee and any state-wide snowmobile user groups. The
fee shall be fifteen dollars pending action by the commission
to increase the fee. The commission shall increase the fee
by two dollars and fifty cents effective September 30, 1996,
and the commission shall increase the fee by another two
dollars and fifty cents effective September 30, 1997. After
the fee increase effective September 30, 1997, the commis-
sion shall not increase the fee. Upon receipt of the applica-
tion and the application fee, the snowmobile shall be
registered and a registration number assigned, which shall be
affixed to the snowmobile in a manner provided in RCW
46.10.070.

The registration provided in this section shall be valid
for a period of one year. At the end of the period of
registration, every owner of a snowmobile in this state shall
renew his or her registration in the manner the department
prescribes, for an additional period of one year, upon
payment of the annual registration fee as determined by the
commission.

Any person acquiring a snowmobile already validly
registered under the provisions of this chapter must, within
ten days of the acquisition or purchase of the snowmobile,
make application to the department for transfer of the
registration, and the application shall be accompanied by a
transfer fee of one dollar.

A snowmobile owned by a resident of another state or
Canadian province where registration is not required by law
may be issued a nonresident registration permit valid for not
more than sixty days. Application for the permit shall state
the name and address of each owner of the snowmobile to
be registered and shall be signed by at least one owner and
shall be accompanied by a registration fee of five dollars.
The registration permit shall be carried on the vehicle at all
times during its operation in this state.
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The registration fees provided in this section shall be in
lieu of any personal property or excise tax heretofore
imposed on snowmobiles by this state or any political
subdivision thereof, and no city, county, or other municipali-
ty, and no state agency shall hereafter impose any other
registration or license fee on any snowmobile in this state.

The department shall make available a pair of uniform
decals consistent with the provisions of RCW 46.10.070. In
addition to the registration fee provided in this section the
department shall charge each applicant for registration the
actual cost of the decal. The department shall make avail-
able replacement decals for a fee equivalent to the actual
cost of the decals. [1996 c 164 § 1; 1986 c 16 § 2; 1982 c
178§ 2; 1979 ex.s.c 182 § 5; 1973 Ist ex.s. c 128 § 1; 1972
ex.s. ¢ 153 § 20; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 4.]

Purpose—Policy statement as to certain state lands—1972 ex.s. ¢
153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.10.043 Registration or transfer of registration
pursuant to sale by dealer—Temporary registration.
Each snowmobile dealer registered pursuant to the provisions
of RCW 46.10.050 shall register the snowmobile or, in the
event the snowmobile is currently registered, transfer the
registration to the new owner prior to delivering the snow-
mobile to that new owner subsequent to the sale thereof by
the dealer. Applications for registration and transfer of
registration of snowmobiles shall be made to agents of the
department authorized as such in accordance with RCW
46.01.140 and 46.01.150 as now or hereafter amended.

All registrations for snowmobiles must be valid for the
current registration period prior to the transfer of any
registration, including assignment to a dealer. Upon the sale
of a snowmobile by a dealer, the dealer may issue a tempo-
rary registration as provided by rules adopted by the depart-
ment. [1982 ¢ 17 § 3; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 6; 1975 1st ex.s.
c 181 § 4.]

46.10.050 Snowmobile dealers’ registration—Fee—
Dealer number plates, use—Sale or demonstration
unlawful without registration. (1) Each dealer of snowmo-
biles in this state shall register with the department in such
manner and upon such forms as the department shall
prescribe. Upon receipt of a dealer’s application for reg-
istration and the registration fee provided for in subsection
(2) of this section, such dealer shall be registered and a
registration number assigned.

(2) The registration fee for dealers shall be twenty-five
dollars per year, and such fee shall cover all of the snowmo-
biles offered by a dealer for sale and not rented on a regular,
commercial basis: PROVIDED, That snowmobiles rented on
a regular commercial basis by a dealer shall be registered
separately under the provisions of RCW 46.10.020,
46.10.040, 46.10.060, and 46.10.070.

(3) Upon registration each dealer may purchase, at a
cost to be determined by the department, dealer number
plates of a size and color to be determined by the depart-
ment, which shall contain the registration number assigned
to that dealer. Each snowmobile operated by a dealer, dealer
representative, or prospective customer for the purposes of
demonstration or testing shall display such number plates in
a clearly visible manner.
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(4) No person other than a dealer, dealer representative,
or prospective customer shall display a dealer number plate,
and no dealer, dealer representative, or prospective customer
shall use a dealer’s number plate for any purpose other than
the purposes described in subsection (3) of this section.

(5) Dealer registration numbers are nontransferable.

(6) It is unlawful for any dealer to sell any snowmobile
at wholesale or retail, or to test or demonstrate any snowmo-
bile, within the state, unless registered in accordance with
the provisions of this section. [1990 c 250 § 26; 1982 c 17
§5;1971 ex.s.c 29 § 5.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.10.055 Denial, suspension, or revocation of
dealer registration or assessment of monetary civil
penalty, when. The director may by order deny, suspend,
or revoke the registration of any snowmobile dealer or, in
lieu thereof or in addition thereto, may by order assess
monetary civil penalties not to exceed five hundred dollars
per violation, if the director finds that the order is in the
public interest and that the applicant or registrant, or any
partner, officer, director, or owner of ten percent of the
assets of the firm, or any employee or agent:

(1) Has failed to comply with the applicable provisions
of this chapter or any rules adopted under this chapter; or

(2) Has failed to pay any monetary civil penalty
assessed by the director under this section within ten days
after the assessment becomes final. [1982 c 17 § 4.]

46.10.060 Registration number permanent—
Certificate of registration, date tags. The registration
number assigned to a snowmobile in this state at the time of
its original registration shall remain with that snowmobile
until the vehicle is destroyed, abandoned, or permanently
removed from this state, or until changed or terminated by
the department. The department shall, upon assignment of
such registration number, issue and deliver to the owner a
certificate of registration, in.such form as the department
shall prescribe. The certificate of registration shall not be
valid unless signed by the person who signed the application
for registration.

At the time of the original registration, and at the time
of each subsequent renewal thereof, the department shall
issue to the registrant a date tag or tags indicating the
validity of the current registration and the expiration date
thereof, which validating date, tag, or tags shall be affixed
to the snowmobile in such manner as the department may
prescribe. Notwithstanding the fact that a snowmobile has
been assigned a registration number, it shall not be consid-
ered as validly registered within the meaning of this section
unless a validating date tag and current registration certifi-
cate has been issued. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 6.]

46.10.070 Affixing and displaying registration
number. The registration number assigned to each snowmo-
bile shall be permanently affixed to and displayed upon each
snowmobile in such manner as provided by rules adopted by
the department, and shall be maintained in a legible condi-
tion; except dealer number plates as provided for in RCW
46.10.050 may be temporarily affixed. [1973 Ist ex.s. ¢ 128
§ 2; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 21; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 7.]
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Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.10.075S Snowmobile account—Deposits—
Appropriations, use. There is created a snowmobile ac-
count within the state treasury. Snowmobile registration
fees, monetary civil penalties from snowmobile dealers, and
snowmobile fuel tax moneys collected under this chapter and
in excess of the amounts fixed for the administration of the
registration and fuel tax provisions of this chapter shall be
deposited in the snowmobile account and shall be appropri-
ated only to the state parks and recreation commission for
the administration and coordination of this chapter. [1991
sp.s.c 13§ 9; 1985 c 57 § 61; 1982 c 17 § 6; 1979 ex.s. ¢
182 § 7.]

Effective dates—Severability—1991 sp.s. ¢ 13: See notes following
RCW 18.08.240.

Effective date—198S ¢ 57: See note following RCW 18.04.105.

46.10.080 Distribution of snowmobile registration
fees, civil penalties, and fuel tax moneys. The moneys
collected by the department as snowmobile registration fees,
monetary civil penalties from snowmobile dealers, and fuel
tax moneys placed in the snowmobile account shall be
distributed in the following manner:

(1) Actual expenses not to exceed three percent for each
year shall be retained by the department to cover expenses
incurred in the administration of the registration and fuel tax
provisions of this chapter.

(2) The remainder of such funds each year shall be
remitted to the state treasurer to be deposited in the snowmo-
bile account of the general fund and shall be appropriated
only to the commission to be expended for snowmobile pur-
poses. Such purposes may include but not necessarily be
limited to the administration, acquisition, development,
operation, and maintenance of snowmobile facilities and
development and implementation of snowmobile safety,
enforcement, and education programs.

(3) Nothing in this section is intended to discourage any
public agency in this state from developing and implement-
ing snowmobile programs. The commission is authorized to
make grants to public agencies and to contract with any
public or private agency or person for the purpose of
developing and implementing snowmobile programs,
provided that the programs are not inconsistent with the rules
adopted by the commission. [1982c 17 § 7; 1979 ex.s. c
182 § 8; 1975 Istex.s.c 181 § 2; 1973 Istex.s. c 128 § 3;
1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 22; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 8.]

Purpose—Including policy statement as to certain state lands—
1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.10.090 Operating violations. (1) It is a traffic
infraction for any person to operate any snowmobile:

(a) At a rate of speed greater than reasonable and
prudent under the existing conditions.

(b) In a manner so as to endanger the property of
another. -

(c) Without a lighted headlight and taillight between the
hours of dusk and dawn, or when otherwise required for the
safety of others.

(d) Without an adequate braking device which may be
operated either by hand or foot.
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(e) Without an adequate and operating muffling device
which shall effectively blend the exhaust and motor noise in
such a manner so as to preclude excessive or unusual noise,
and, (i) on snowmobiles manufactured on or before January
4, 1973, which shall effectively limit such noise at a level of
eighty-six decibels, or below, on the "A" scale at fifty feet,
and (ii) on snowmobiles manufactured after January 4, 1973,
which shall effectively limit such noise at a level of eighty-
two decibels, or below, on the "A" scale at fifty feet, and
(iii) on snowmobiles manufactured after January 1, 1975,
which shall effectively limit such noise at a level of seventy-
eight decibels, or below, as measured on the "A" scale at a
distance of fifty feet, under testing procedures as established
by the department of ecology; except snowmobiles used in
organized racing events in an area designated for that
purpose may use a bypass or cutout device. This section
shall not affect the power of the department of ecology to
adopt noise performance standards for snowmobiles. Noise
performance standards adopted or to be adopted by the
department of ecology shall be' in addition to the standards
contained in this section, but the department’s standards shall
supersede this section to the extent of any inconsistency.

(f) Upon the paved portion or upon the shoulder or
inside bank or slope of any public roadway or highway, or
upon the median of any divided highway, except as provided
in RCW 46.10.100 and 46.10.110.

(g) In any area or in such a manner so as to expose the
underlying soil or vegetation, or to injure, damage, or
destroy trees or growing crops.

(h) Without a current registration decal affixed thereon,
if not exempted under RCW 46.10.030 as now or hereafter
amended.

(2) It is a misdemeanor for any person to operate any
snowmobile so as to endanger the person of another or while
under the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotics or
habit-forming drugs. [1980 c 148 § 1. Prior: 1979 ex.s. c
182 § 10; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 43; 1975 Ist ex.s.c 181 § §;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 9.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-

ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Effective date—1980 c 148: "Sections | through 7 of this 1980 act
shall take effect January 1, 1981. Section 8 of this 1980 act is necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the
support of the state government and its existing institutions, and shall take
effect immediately.” [1980 c 148 § 9.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.10.100 Crossing public roadways and highways
lawful, when. It shall be lawful to drive or operate a
snowmobile across public roadways and highways other than
limited access highways when:

The crossing is made at an angle of approximately
ninety degrees to the direction of the highway and at a place
where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe crossing; and

The snowmobile is brought to a complete stop before
entering the public roadway or highway; and

The operator of the snowmobile yields the right of way
to motor vehicles using the public roadway or highway; and

The crossing is made at a place which is greater than
one hundred feet from any public roadway or highway
intersection. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 10.]
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46.10.110. Operating upon public road or highway
lawful, when. Notwithstanding the provisions of RCW
46.10.100, it shall be lawful to operate a snowmobile upon
a public roadway or highway:

Where such roadway or highway is completely covered
with snow or ice and has been closed by the responsible
governing body to motor vehicle traffic during the winter
months; or

When the responsible governing body gives notice that
such roadway or highway is open to snowmobiles or all-
terrain vehicle use; or

In an emergency during the period of time when and at
locations where snow upon the roadway or highway renders
such impassible to travel by automobile; or

When traveling along a designated snowmobile trail.
[1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 23; 1971 ex.s. c29 § 11.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.10.120 Restrictions on age of operators—
Qualifications. No person under twelve years of age shall
operate a snowmobile on or across a public roadway or
highway in this state, and no person between the ages of
twelve and sixteen years of age shall operate a snowmobile
on or across a public road or highway in this state unless he
has taken a snowmobile safety education course and been
certified as qualified to operate a snowmobile by an instruc-
tor designated by the commission as qualified to conduct
such a course and issue such a certificate, and he has on his
person at the time he is operating a snowmobile evidence of
such certification: PROVIDED, That persons under sixteen
years of age who have not been certified as qualified
snowmobile operators may operate a snowmobile under the
direct supervision of a qualified snowmobile operator. [1972
ex.s. ¢ 153 § 24; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 12.]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.10.130 Additional violations—Penalty. No person
shall operate a snowmobile in such a way as to endanger
human life. No person shall operate a snowmobile in such
a way as to run down or harass deer, elk, or any wildlife, or
any domestic animal, nor shall any person carry any loaded
weapon upon, nor hunt from, any snowmobile except by
permit issued by the director of fish and wildlife under RCW
77.32.237. Any person violating the provisions of this
section shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [1994 c 264
§ 37,1989 ¢ 297 § 4; 1979 ex.s.c 182 § 11; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29
§ 13.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

46.10.140 Accident reports. The operator of any
snowmobile involved in any accident resulting in injury to
or death of any person, or property damage to an apparent
extent equal to or greater than the minimum amount estab-
lished by rule adopted by the Washington state patrol in
accordance with chapter 46.52 RCW, or a person acting for
the operator, or the owner of the snowmobile having
knowledge of the accident, if the operator of the snowmobile
is unknown, shall submit such reports as are required under
chapter 46.52 RCW, and the provisions of chapter 46.52
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RCW applies to the reports when submitted. [1990 c 250 §
27, 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 14.]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.10.150 Refund of snowmobile fuel tax to snow-
mobile account. From time to time, but at least once each
biennium, the director shall request the state treasurer to
refund from the motor vehicle fund amounts which have
been determined to be a tax on snowmobile fuel, and the
treasurer shall refund such amounts determined under RCW
46.10.170, and place them in the snowmobile account in the
general fund. [1994 ¢ 262 § 3; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 12; 1975
Istex.s.c 181 § 3; 1973 1stex.s. c 128 § 4; 1971 ex.s. c 29
§ 15.]

46.10.160 Snowmobile fuel excise tax
nonrefundable. Motor vehicle fuel used and purchased for
providing the motive power for snowmobiles shall be
considered a nonhighway use of fuel, but persons so pur-
chasing and using motor vehicle fuel shall not be entitled to
a refund of the motor vehicle fuel excise tax paid in accor-
dance with the provisions of RCW 82.36.280 as it now
exists or is hereafter amended. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 16.]

46.10.170 Amount of snowmobile fuel tax paid as
motor vehicle fuel tax. From time to time, but at least once
each four years, the department shall determine the amount
of moneys paid to it as motor vehicle fuel tax that is tax on
snowmobile fuel. Such determination shall use one hundred
thirty-five gallons as the average yearly fuel usage per
snowmobile, the number of registered snowmobiles during
the calendar year under determination, and the fuel tax rate
in effect January 1, 1990. [1994 c 262 § 4; 1993 c 54 § 7,
1990 c 42 § 117; 1979 ex.s.c 182 § 13; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 §
17.]

Purpose—Headings—Severability—Effective dates—Application—
Implementation—1990 ¢ 42: See notes following RCW 82.36.025.

46.10.180 Regulation by political subdivisions, state
agencies. Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this
chapter, any city, county, or other political subdivision of
this state, or any state agency, may regulate the operation of
snowmobiles on public lands, waters, and other properties
under its jurisdiction, and on streets or highways within its
boundaries by adopting regulations or ordinances of its
governing body, provided such regulations are not inconsis-
tent with the provisions of this chapter; and provided further
that no such city, county, or other political subdivision of
this state, nor any state agency, may adopt a regulation or
ordinance which imposes a special fee for the use of public
lands or waters by snowmobiles, or for the use of any access
thereto which is owned by or under the jurisdiction of either
the United States, this state, or any such city, county, or
other political subdivision. [1971 ex.s. c 29 § 18.]

46.10.185 Local authorities may provide for safety
and convenience. Notwithstanding any other provisions of
this chapter, the local governing body may provide for the
safety and convenience of snowmobiles and snowmobile
operators. Such provisions may include, but shall not
necessarily be limited to, the clearing of areas for parking
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automobiles, the construction and maintenance of rest areas,
and the designation and development of given areas for
snowmobile use. [1972 ex.s. ¢ 153 § 25]

Purpose—1972 ex.s. ¢ 153: See RCW 67.32.080.

46.10.190 Violations as traffic infractions—
Exceptions—Civil liability. (1) Except as provided in
RCW 46.10.090(2), 46.10.055, and 46.10.130, any violation
of the provisions of this chapter is a traffic infraction:
PROVIDED, That the penalty for failing to display a valid
registration decal under RCW 46.10.090 as now or hereafter
amended shall be a fine of forty dollars and such fine shall
be remitted to the general fund of the governmental unit,
which personnel issued the citation, for expenditure solely
for snowmobile law enforcement.

(2) In addition to the penalties provided in RCW
46.10.090 and subsection (1) of this section, the operator
and/or the owner of any snowmobile used with the permis-
sion of the owner shall be liable for three times the amount
of any damage to trees, shrubs, growing crops, or other
property injured as the result of travel by such snowmobile
over the property involved. [1982c 17 § 8; 1980 c 148 § 2.
Prior: 1979 ex:s. c 182 § 14; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 44; 1975
Ist ex.s. ¢ 181 § 6; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 19]

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.
Effective date—1980 c 148: See note following RCW 46.10.090.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.10.200 Enforcement. The provisions of this
chapter shall be enforced by all persons having the authority
to enforce any of the laws of this state, including, without
limitation, officers of the state patrol, county sheriffs and
their deputies, all municipal law enforcement officers within
their respective jurisdictions, wildlife agents, state park
rangers, state fisheries patrol officers, and those employees
of the department of natural resources designated by the
commissioner of public lands under RCW 43.30.310, as
having police powers to enforce the laws of this state. [1980
c 78 § 131; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 20.]

Effective date—Intent, construction—Savings—Severability—1980
c 78: See notes following RCW 77.04.010.

46.10.210 Administration. With the exception of the
registration and licensing provisions, this chapter shall be
administered by the Washington state parks and recreation
commission. The department shall consult with the commis-
sion prior to adopting rules to carry out its duties under this
chapter. After consultation with the committee, the commis-
sion shall adopt such rules as may be necessary to carry out
its duties under this chapter. Nothing in this chapter is
intended to discourage experimental or pilot programs which
could enhance snowmobile safety or recreational snowmobil-
ing. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 182 § 15; 1973 Ist ex.s. c 128 § 5.]

46.10.220 Snowmobile advisory committee. (1)
There is created in the Washington state parks and recreation
commission a snowmobile advisory committee to advise the
commission regarding the administration of this chapter.
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(2) The purpose of the committee is to assist and advise
the commission in the planned development of snowmobile
facilities and programs.

(3) The committee shall consist of:

(a) Six interested snowmobilers, appointed by the
commission; each such member shall be a resident of one of
the six geographical areas throughout this state where
snowmobile activity occurs, as defined by the commission;

(b) Three representatives of the nonsnowmobiling
public, appointed by the commission; and

(c) One representative of the department of natural
resources, one representative of the department of fish and
wildlife, and one representative of the Washington state
association of counties; each of whom shall be appointed by
the director of such department or association.

(4) Terms of the members appointed under subsection
(3)(a) and (b) of this section shall commence on October 1st
of the year of appointment and shall be for three years or
until a successor is appointed, except in the case of appoint-
ments to fill vacancies which shall be for the remainder of
the unexpired term: PROVIDED, That the first such
members shall be appointed for terms as follows: Three
members shall be appointed for one year, three members
shall be appointed for two years, and three members shall be
appointed for three years.

(5) Members of the committee shall be reimbursed for
travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43.03.060. Expenditures under this subsection shall be from
the snowmobile account created by RCW 46.10.075.

(6) The committee may meet at times and places fixed
by the committee. The committee shall meet not less than
twice each year and additionally as required by the commit-
tee chairman or by majority vote of the committee. One of
the meetings shall be coincident with a meeting of the
commission at which the committee shall provide a report to
the commission. The chairman of the.committee shall be
chosen under procedures adopted by the committee from
those members appointed under subsection (3)(a) and (b) of
this section.

(7) The Washington state parks and recreation commis-
sion shall serve as recording secretary to the committee. A
representative of the department of licensing shall serve as
an ex officio member of the committee and shall be notified
of all meetings of the committee. The recording secretary
and the ex officio member shall be nonvoting members.

(8) The committee shall adopt procedures to govern its
proceedings. [1994 ¢ 264 § 38; 1989 ¢ 175 § 110; 1988 c
36 § 26; 1987 c 330 § 1201. Prior: 1986 c 270 § 9; 1986
c16 § 3; 1983 c 139 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 182 § 2.]

Effective date—1989 c 175: See note following RCW 34.05.010.

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

46.10.900 Severability—1971 ex.s. ¢ 29. If any
provision of this chapter, or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this chapter,
or the application of the provision to other persons or cir-
cumstances is not affected. [1971 exs. ¢ 29 § 21.]

46.10.910 Short title. This chapter may be known
and cited as the "Snowmobile act”. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 22.]
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46.12.450 Kit vehicles—Issuance of certificate of ownership or regis-
tration.

Classification of manufactured homes: Chapter 65.20 RCW.
Hulk haulers and scrap processors: Chapter 46.79 RCW.

46.12.005 Definitions. The definitions set forth in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) The words "delivery,” "notice,” "send," and "security
interest” have the same meaning as these terms are defined
in RCW 62A.1-201; the word "secured party" has the same
meaning as this term is defined in RCW 62A.9-105.

(2) "Salvage vehicle" means a vehicle whose certificate
of ownership has been surrendered to the department under
RCW 46.12.070 due to the vehicle’s destruction or declara-
tion as a total loss or for which there is documentation indi-
cating that the vehicle has been declared salvage or has been
damaged to the extent that the owner, an insurer, or other
person acting on behalf of the owner, has determined that

.the cost of parts and labor plus the salvage value has made

it uneconomical to repair the vehicle. The term does not
include a motor vehicle having a model year designation of
a calendar year that is at least six years before the calendar
year in which the vehicle was wrecked, destroyed, or
damaged. [1996 c 26 § 1; 1967 c 140 § S.]

Effective date—1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010.

46.12.010 Certificates required to operate and sell
vehicles—Manufacturers or dealers, security interest,
how perfected. It shall be unlawful for any person to
operate any vehicle in this state under a certificate of license
registration of this state without securing and having in full
force and effect a certificate of ownership therefor that
contains the name of the registered owner exactly as it
appears on the certificate of license registration and it shall
further be unlawful for any person to sell or transfer any
vehicle without complying with all the provisions of this
chapter relating to certificates of ownership and license
registration of vehicles: PROVIDED, No certificate of title
need be obtained for a vehicle owned by a manufacturer or
dealer and held for sale, even though incidentally moved on
the highway or used for purposes of testing and demonstra-
tion, or a vehicle used by a manufacturer solely for testing:
PROVIDED, That a security interest in a vehicle held as
inventory by a manufacturer or dealer shall be perfected in
accordance with RCW 62A.9-302(1) and no endorsement on
the certificate of title shall be necessary for perfection:
AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That nothing in this title shall
be construed to prevent any person entitled thereto from
securing a certificate of ownership upon a vehicle other than
a travel trailer or camper without securing a certificate of
license registration and vehicle license plates, when, in the
judgment of the director of licensing, it is proper to do so.
[1979 ¢ 158 § 132; 1975 c 25 § 6; 1967 ¢ 140 § 1; 1967 ¢
32 § 6; 1961 c 12 § 46.12.010. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 2; RRS
§ 6312-2]

Effective date—1967 c 140: "This act shall become effective at
midnight on June 30, 1967. It applies to transactions entered into and
events occurring after that date." [1967 ¢ 140 § 11.]

Definitions: RCW 46.12.005.
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46.12.020 Prerequisite to issuance of vehicle license
and plates. No vehicle license number plates or certificate
of license registration, whether original issues or duplicates,
may be issued or furnished by the department unless the
applicant, at the same time, makes satisfactory application
for a certificate of ownership or presents satisfactory
evidence that such a certificate of ownership covering the
vehicle has been previously issued. [1989 ¢ 337 § 22.
Prior: 1987 c 388 § 9; 1987 c 244 § 1; 1985 c 424 § 1;
1975c¢c 25§ 7; 1967 c 32 § 7; 1961 c 12 § 46.12.020; prior:
1947 c 164 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 3, part; Rem. Supp. 1947
§ 6312-2, part.]

Effective date—1989 c 337 § 22: "Section 22 of this act shall take
effect January 1, 1990." {1989 c 337 § 23.]

Effective date—1987 ¢ 388 § 9: "Section 9 of this act shall take
effect January I, 1990." [1987 c 388 § 14.]

Severability—1987 ¢ 388: See note following RCW 46.20.342.

Effective dates—1987 c 244: "Section | of this act shall take effect
on January |, 1990. Sections 9, 10, and 15 through 58 of this act shall take
effect on January 1, 1988." [1987 c 244 § 59.]

Effective date—1985 ¢ 424: "This act shall take effect on January
1, 1990." [1986c 174 § 1; 1985 c 424 § 2]

Allowing unauthorized person to drive, penalty: RCW 46.16.011.
Notice of liability insurance requirement: RCW 46.16.212.

46.12.030 Certificate of ownership—Application—
Contents—Inspection of vehicle. The application for [a]
certificate of ownership shall be upon a form furnished or
approved by the department and shall contain:

(1) A full description of the vehicle, which shall contain
the proper vehicle identification number, the number of
miles indicated on the odometer at the time of delivery of
the vehicle, and any distinguishing marks of identification;

- (2) The name and address of the person who is to be the
registered owner of the vehicle and, if the vehicle is subject
to a security interest, the name and address of the secured
party;

(3) Such other information as the department may
require. The department may in any instance, in addition to
the information required on the application, require addition-
al information and a physical examination of the vehicle or
of any class of vehicles, or either. A physical examination
of the vehicle is mandatory if it previously was registered in
any other state or country or if it has been rebuilt after
surrender of the certificate of ownership to the department
under RCW 46.12.070 due to the vehicle’s destruction or
declaration as a total loss. The inspection must verify that
the vehicle identification number is genuine and agrees with
the number shown on the foreign title and registration
certificate. If the vehicle is from a jurisdiction that does not
issue titles, the inspection must verify that the vehicle
identification number is genuine and agrees with the number
shown on the registration certificate. The inspection must
also confirm that the license plates on the vehicle are those
assigned to the vehicle by the jurisdiction in which the
vehicle was previously licensed. The inspection must be
made by a member of the Washington state patrol or other
person authorized by the department to make such inspec-
tions.

The application shall be subscribed by the registered
owner and be sworn to by that applicant in the manner
described by RCW 9A.72.085. The department shall retain
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the application in either the original, computer, or photostatic
form. [1995 ¢ 274 § 1; 1995 ¢ 256 § 23; 1990 c 238 § 1;
1975 ¢c 25 § 8; 1974 ex.s. ¢ 128 § 1; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 99 § 2;
1967 ¢ 32 § 8; 1961 c 12 § 46.12.030. Prior: 1947 c 164
§ 1, part; 1937 c 188 § 3, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-2,
part.]

Reviser’s note: This section was amended by 1995 ¢ 256 § 23 and
by 1995 ¢ 274 § 1, each without reference to the other. Both amendments
are incorporated in the publication of this section pursuant to RCW
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Effective date, implementation—1990 ¢ 238: "This act is necessary
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall
take effect May 1, 1990. The director of licensing shall immediately take
such steps as are necessary to ensure that this act is implemented on its
effective date." [1990 c 238 § 9.]

Effective date—1974 ex.s. c 128: "This 1974 amendatory act shall
take effect July 1, 1974." [1974 exs. c 128 § 3.]

Notice of liability insurance requirement: RCW 46.16.212.

46.12.040 Certificate of ownership—Application
and inspection fees. The application accompanied by a
draft, money order, certified bank check, or cash for one
dollar and twenty-five cents, together with the last preceding
certificates or other satisfactory evidence of ownership, shall
be forwarded to the director.

The fee shall be in addition to any other fee for the
license registration of the vehicle. The certificate of owner-
ship shall not be required to be renewed annually, or at any
other time, except as by law provided.

In addition to the application fee and any other fee for
the license registration of a vehicle, there shall be collected
from the applicant an inspection fee whenever a physical
examination of the vehicle is required as a part of the
vehicle licensing or titling process.

For vehicles previously registered in any other state or
country, the inspection fee shall be fifteen dollars and shall
be deposited in the motor vehicle fund. For all other
vehicles requiring a physical examination, the inspection fee
shall be twenty dollars and shall be deposited in the motor
vehicle fund. [1990 c 238 § 2; 1989 ¢ 110 § 1; 1975 1st
ex.s.c 1388 1; 1974 ex.s.c 128§ 2;1961c 12§
46.12.040. Prior: 1951 ¢ 269 § 1; 1947 c 164 § 1, part;
1937 ¢ 188 § 3, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-3, part.]

Effective date, implementation—1990 c 238: See note following
RCW 46.12.030.

Effective date—1974 ex.s. ¢ 128: See note following RCW
46.12.030.

46.12.045 Off-road vehicles, certificate of ownership
for title purposes only. The department shall issue a
certificate of ownership valid for title purposes only to the
owner of an off-road vehicle as defined in RCW 46.09.020.
The owner shall pay the fees established by RCW 46.12.040.
Issuance of such certificate does not qualify the vehicle for
licensing under chapter 46.16 RCW. [1986 c 186 § 4.]

46.12.050 -Issuance of certificates—Contents. The
department, if satisfied from the statements upon the
application that the applicant is the legal owner of the
vehicle or otherwise entitled to have a certificate of owner-
ship thereof in the applicant’s name, shall issue an appropri-
ate electronic record of ownership or a written certificate of
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ownership, over the director’s signature, authenticated by
seal, and if required, a new written certificate of license
registration if certificate of license registration is required.

The certificates of ownership and the certificates of
license registration shall contain upon the face thereof, the
date of application, the registration number assigned to the
registered owner and to the vehicle, the name and address of
the registered owner and legal owner, the vehicle identifi-
cation number, and such other description of the vehicle and
facts as the department shall require, and in addition thereto,
if the vehicle described in such certificates shall have ever
been licensed and operated as an exempt vehicle or a
taxicab, or if it has been rebuilt after becoming a salvage
vehicle, such fact shall be clearly shown thereon.

All certificates of ownership of motor vehicles issued
after April 30, 1990, shall reflect the odometer reading as
provided by the odometer disclosure statement submitted
with the title application involving a transfer of ownership.

A blank space shall be provided on the face of the
certificate of license registration for the signature of the
registered owner.

Upon issuance of the certificate of license registration
and certificate of ownership and upon any reissue thereof,
the department shall deliver the certificate of license registra-
tion to the registered owner and the certificate of ownership
to the legal owner, or both to the person who is both the
registered owner and legal owner. [1996 ¢ 26 § 2; 1993 c
307 § 1; 1990 ¢ 238 § 3; 1975¢c 25§ 9; 1967 c 32 § 9;
1961 c 12 § 46.12.050. Prior: 1959 c 166 § 1; 1947 c 164
§ 2; 1937 c 188 § 4; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-4.] :

Effective date, implementation—1990 c 238: See note following
RCW 46.12.030.

46.12.055 Certificate of ownership—Manufactured
homes. The certificate of ownership for a manufactured
home may be eliminated or not issued when the manufac-
tured home is registered pursuant to chapter 65.20 RCW.
When the certificate of ownership is eliminated or not issued
the application for license shall be recorded in the county
property records of the county where the real property to
which the home is affixed is located. All license fees and
taxes applicable to mobile homes under this chapter are due
and shall be collected prior to recording the ownership with
the county auditor. [1989 c 343 § 19.] ’

Severability—Effective date—1989 ¢ 343: See RCW 65.20.940 and
65.20.950.

46.12.060 Procedure when identification number
altered or obliterated. Before the department shall issue a
certificate of ownership, or reissue such a certificate,
covering any vehicle, the identification number of which has
been altered, removed, obliterated, defaced, omitted, or is
otherwise absent, the registered owner of the vehicle shall
file an application with the department, accompanied by a
fee of five dollars, upon a form provided, and containing
such facts and information as shall be required by the
department for the assignment of a special number for such
vehicle. Upon receipt of such application, the department,
if satisfied the applicant is entitled to the assignment of an
identification number, shall designate a special identification
number for such vehicle, which shall be noted upon the
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application therefor, and likewise upon a suitable record of
the authorization of the use thereof, to be kept by the
department. This assigned identification number shall be
placed or stamped in a conspicuous position upon the vehicle
in such manner and form as may be prescribed by the
department. Upon receipt by the department of a certificate
by an officer of the Washington state patrol, or other person
authorized by the department, that the vehicle has been
inspected and that the identification number or the special
number plate, has been stamped or securely attached in a
conspicuous position upon the vehicle, accompanied by an
application for a certificate of ownership or application for
reissue of such certificate and the required fee therefor, the
department shall use such number as the numerical or alpha-
numerical identification marks for the vehicle in any certifi-
cate of license registration or certificate of ownership that
may thereafter be issued therefor. . [1975 ¢ 25 § 10; 1974
ex.s.c 36§ 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.12.060. Prior: 1959 c 166 §
3; prior: 1951 ¢ 269 § 2; 1947 c 164 § 3(a); 1939 c 182 §
1(a); 1937 c 188 § S(a); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-5(a).]

Effective date—1974 ex.s. ¢ 36: "This 1974 amendatory act shall
take effect on July 1, 1974." [1974 ex.s. c 36 § 2.]

46.12.070 Destruction of vehicle—Surrender of
certificates, penalty—Notice of settlement by insurance
company. Upon the destruction of any vehicle issued a
certificate of ownership under this chapter or a license
registration under chapter 46.16 RCW, the registered owner
and the legal owner shall forthwith and within fifteen days
thereafter forward and surrender the certificate to the depart-
ment, together with a statement of the reason for the
surrender and the date and place of destruction. Failure to
notify the department or the possession by any person of any
such certificate for a vehicle so destroyed, after fifteen days
following its destruction, is prima facie evidence of violation
of the provisions of this chapter and constitutes a gross
misdemeanor.

Any insurance company settling an insurance claim on
a vehicle that has been issued a certificate of ownership
under this chapter or a certificate of license registration
under chapter 46.16 RCW as a total loss, less salvage value,
shall notify the department thereof within fifteen days after
the settlement of the claim. Notification shall be provided
regardless of where or in what jurisdiction the total loss
occurred. [1990 ¢ 250 § 28; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.070. Prior:
1959 ¢ 166 § 4; prior: 1947 c 164 § 3(b); 1939 c 182 §
1(b); 1937 c 188 § 5(b); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-5(b).]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.12.075 Rebuilt vehicles. (1) Effective January 1,
1997, the department shall issue a unique certificate of
ownership and certificate of license registration, as required
by chapter 46.16 RCW, for vehicles that are rebuilt after
becoming a salvage vehicle. Each certificate shall conspicu-
ously display across its front, a word indicating that the
vehicle was rebuilt.

(2) Beginning January 1, 1997, upon inspection of a
salvage vehicle that has been rebuilt under RCW 46.12.030,
the state patrol shall securely affix or inscribe a marking at
the driver’s door latch pillar indicating that the vehicle has
previously been destroyed or declared a total loss.
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(3) It is a class C felony for a person to remove the
marking prescribed in subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The department may adopt rules as necessary to
implement this section. [1996 c 26 § 3; 1995 c 256 § 24.]

46.12.080 Procedure on installation of different
motor—Penalty. Any person holding the certificate of
license registration for a motorcycle or any vehicle registered
by its motor number in which there has been installed a new
or different motor than that with which it was issued certifi-
cates of ownership and license registration shall forthwith
and within five days after such installation forward and
surrender such certificates to the department, together with
an application for issue of corrected certificates of ownership
and license registration and a fee of one dollar, and a
statement of the disposition of the former motor. The
possession by any person of any such certificates for such
vehicle in which a new or different motor has been installed,
after five days following such installation, shall be prima
facie evidence of a violation of the provisions of this chapter
and shall constitute a misdemeanor. [1979 ex.s. c 113 § 1;
1961 c 12 § 46.12.080. Prior: 1959 c 166 § S; prior: 1951
€269 § 3; 1947 c 164 § 3(c); 1939 c 182 § 1(c); 1937 c 188
§ 5(c); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-5(c).]

46.12.095 Requirements for perfecting security
interest. A security interest in a vehicle other than one held
as inventory by a manufacturer or a dealer and for which a
certificate of ownership is required is perfected only by com-
pliance with the requirements of this section:

(1) A security interest is perfected only by the
department’s receipt of: (a) The existing certificate, if any,
and (b) an application for a certificate of ownership contain-
ing the name and address of the secured party and (c) tender
of the required fee.

(2) It is perfected as of the time of its creation: (a) if
the papers and fee referred to in the preceding subsection are
received by this department within eight department business
days exclusive of the day on which the security agreement
was created; or (b) if the secured party’s name and address
appear on the outstanding certificate of ownership; otherwise,
as of the date on which the department has received the
papers and fee required in subsection (1).

(3) If a vehicle is subject to a security interest when
brought into this state, perfection of the security interest is
determined by the law of the jurisdiction where the vehicle
was when the security interest was attached, subject to the
following:

(a) If the security interest was perfected under the law
of the jurisdiction where the vehicle was when the security
interest was attached, the following rules apply:

(b) If the name of the secured party is shown on the
existing certificate of ownership issued by that jurisdiction,
the security interest continues perfected in this state. The
name of the secured party shall be shown on the certificate
of ownership issued for the vehicle by this state. The
security interest continues perfected in this state upon the
issuance of such ownership certificate.

(c) If the security interest was not perfected under the
law of the jurisdiction where the vehicle was when the
security interest was attached, it may be perfected in this
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state; in that case, perfection dates from the time of perfec-
tion in this state. [1969 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 16; 1967 c 140 § 6.]

Effective date—1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010.
Definitions: RCW 46.12.005.

46.12.101 Transfer of ownership, how perfected—
Penalty, exceptions. A transfer of ownership in a motor
vehicle is perfected by compliance with the requirements of
this section.

(1) If an owner transfers his or her interest in a vehicle,
other than by the creation, deletion, or change of a security
interest, the owner shall, at the time of the delivery of the
vehicle, execute an assignment to the transferee and provide
an odometer disclosure statement under RCW 46.12.124 on
the certificate of ownership or as the department otherwise
prescribes, and cause the certificate and assignment to be
transmitted to the transferee. Within five days, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, and state and federal holidays, the
owner shall notify the department in writing, on the appro-
priate form, of the date of the sale or transfer, the name and
address of the owner and of the transferee, and such descrip-
tion of the vehicle, including the vehicle identification
number, the license plate number, or both, as may be
required in the appropriate form provided for that purpose by
the department.

(2) The requirements of subsection (1) of this section to
provide an odometer disclosure statement apply to the
transfer of vehicles held for lease when transferred to a
lessee and then to the lessor at the end of the leasehold and
to vehicles held in a fleet when transferred to a purchaser.

(3) Except as provided in *RCW 46.12.120 the transfer-
ee shall within fifteen days after delivery to the transferee of
the vehicle, execute the application for a new certificate of
ownership in the same space provided therefor on the
certificate or as the department prescribes, and cause the
certificates and application to be transmitted to the depart-
ment.

(4) Upon request of the owner or transferee, a secured
party in possession of the certificate of ownership shall,
unless the transfer was a breach of its security agreement,
either deliver the certificate to the transferee for transmission
to the department or, when the secured party receives the
owner’s assignment from the transferee, it shall transmit the
transferee’s application for a new certificate, the existing
certificate, and the required fee to the department.. Compli-
ance with this section does not affect the rights of the
secured party.

(5) If a security interest is reserved or created at the
time of the transfer, the certificate of ownership shall be
retained by or delivered to the person who becomes the
secured party, and the parties shall comply with the provi-
sions of RCW 46.12.170.

(6) If the purchaser or transferee fails or neglects to
make application to transfer the certificate of ownership and
license registration within fifteen days after the date of
delivery of the vehicle, he or she shall on making application
for transfer be assessed a twenty-five dollar penalty on the
sixteenth day and two dollars additional for each day there-
after, but not to exceed one hundred dollars. The director
may by rule establish conditions under which the penalty
will not be assessed when an application for transfer is
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delayed for reasons beyond the control of the purchaser.
Conditions for not assessing the penalty may be established
for but not limited to delays caused by:

(a) The department requesting additional supporting
documents;

(b) Extended hospitalization or illness of the purchaser;

(c) Failure of a legal owner to release his or her interest;

(d) Failure, negligence, or nonperformance of the
department, auditor, or subagent.

Failure or neglect to make application to transfer the
certificate of ownership and license registration within forty-
five days after the date of delivery of the vehicle is a
misdemeanor.

(7) Upon receipt of an application for reissue or
replacement of a certificate of ownership and transfer of
license registration, accompanied by the endorsed certificate
of ownership or other documentary evidence as is deemed
necessary, the department shall, if the application is in order
and if all provisions relating to the certificate of ownership
and license registration have been complied with, issue new
certificates of title and license registration as in the case of
an original issue and shall transmit the fees together with an
itemized detailed report to the state treasurer, to be deposited
in the motor vehicle fund.

(8) Once each quarter the department shall report to the
department of revenue a list of those vehicles for which a
seller’s report has been received but no transfer of title has
taken place. [1991 c 339 § 19; 1990 c 238 § 4; 1987 c 127
§1;1984c 39 §1; 1972 ex.s.c 99 § 1; 1969 exs. c 281 §
38; 1969 ex.s. c 42 § 1; 1967 c 140 § 7.]

*Reviser’s note: RCW 46.12.120 was recodified as RCW 46.70.122
pursuant to 1993 c 307 § 18.

Effective date, implementation—1990 ¢ 238: See note following
RCW 46.12.030.

Effective date—1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010.
Definitions: RCW 46.12.005.

46.12.102 Release of owner from liability, require-
ments for. An owner who has made a bona fide sale or
transfer of a vehicle and has delivered possession of it to a
purchaser shall not by reason of any of the provisions of this
title be deemed the owner of the vehicle so as to be subject
to civil liability or criminal liability for the operation of the
vehicle thereafter by another person when the owner has also
fulfilled both of the following requirements:

(1) When he has made proper endorsement and delivery
of the certificate of ownership and has delivered the certifi-
cate of registration as provided in this chapter;

(2) When he has delivered to the department either the
notice as provided in RCW 46.12.101(1) or appropriate
documents for registration of the vehicle pursuant to the sale
or transfer. [1984 c 39 § 2.]

46.12.105 Transfer of ownership of mobile home,
county assessor notified—Evidence of taxes paid. When
the ownership of a mobile home is transferred and the new
owner thereof applies for a new certificate of ownership for
such mobile home, the department of licensing or its agents,
including county auditors, shall notify the county assessor of
the county where such mobile home is located of the change
in ownership including the name and address of the new
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owner and the name of the former owner. A certificate of
ownership for a mobile home shall not be transferred or
issued until the department has verified that any taxes due on
the sale of the mobile home under *chapter 82.45 RCW and
any other taxes due under chapter 84.52 RCW have been
paid.

A copy of the real estate excise tax affidavit which has
been stamped by the county treasurer shall be deemed
sufficient evidence that the taxes due upon the sale of a used
mobile home have been paid.

A copy of a treasurer certificate, which is prepared by
the treasurer of the county in which the used mobile home
is located and which states that all property taxes due upon
the used mobile home being sold have been satisfied, shall
be deemed sufficient evidence that the property taxes due
have been paid. [1979 exs. c 266 § S; 1979 c 158 § 133;
1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 13.]

*Reviser’s note: This reference has been changed from chapter

28A.45 RCW to chapter 82.45 RCW in accordance with 1981 c 148 § 13
and 1981 c93 § 2. See note following RCW 82.45.010.

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.12.124 Odometer disclosure statement. (1) The
department shall require an odometer disclosure statement to
accompany every application for a certificate of ownership,
unless specifically exempted. If the certificate of ownership
was issued after April 30, 1990, a secure odometer statement
is required, unless specifically exempted. The statements
shall include, at a minimum, the following:

(a) The miles shown on the odometer at the time of
transfer of ownership; , ’

(b) The date of transfer of ownership;

(c) One of the following statements:

(i) The mileage reflected is actual to the best of
transferor’s knowledge;

(ii) The odometer reading exceeds the mechanical limits
of the odometer to the best of the transferor’s knowledge; or

(iii) The odometer reading is not the actual mileage;

If the odometer reading is under one hundred thousand
miles, the only options that can be certified are "actual to the
best of the transferor’s knowledge" or "not the actual
mileage.” If the odometer reading is one hundred thousand
miles or more, the options "actual to the best of the
transferor’s knowledge" or "not the actual mileage" cannot
be used unless the odometer has six digit capability;

(d) A complete description of the vehicle, including the:

(i) Model year;

(ii) Make;

(iii) Series and body type (model);

(iv) Vehicle identification number;

(v) License plate number and state (optional);

(e) The name, address, and signature of the transferor,
in accordance with the following conditions:

(i) Only one registered owner is required to complete
the odometer disclosure statement;

(ii) When the registered owner is a business, both the
business name and a company representative’s name must be
shown on the odometer disclosure statement;

(f) The name and address of the transferee and the
transferee’s signature to acknowledge the transferor’s
information. If the transferee represents a company, both the

(1996 Ed.)



Certificates of Ownership and Registration

company name and the agent’s name must be shown on the
odometer disclosure statement;

(g) A statement that the notice is required by the federal
Truth in Mileage Act of 1986; and

(h) A statement that failure to complete the odometer
disclosure statement or providing false information may
result in fines or imprisonment or both.

(2) The transferee shall return a signed copy of the
odometer disclosure statement to the transferor at the time of
transfer of ownership.

(3) The following vehicles are not subject to the
odometer disclosure requirement at the time of ownership
transfer:

(a) A vehicle having a declared gross vehicle weight of
more than sixteen thousand pounds;

(b) A vehicle that is not self-propelled;

(c) A vehicle that is ten years old or older;

(d) A vehicle sold directly by a manufacturer to a
federal agency in conformity with contract specifications; or

(e) A new vehicle before its first retail sale. [1990 c
238 § 6.]

Effective date, implementation—1990 c 238: See note following
RCW 46.12.030.

46.12.130 Assigned certificate of ownership to be
filed by department—Transfer of interest in vehicle.
Certificates of ownership when assigned and returned to the
department, together with subsequently assigned reissues
thereof, shall be retained by the department and appropriately
filed and indexed so that at all times it will be possible to
trace ownership to the vehicle designated therein:

(1) If the interest of an owner in a vehicle passes to
another, other than by voluntary transfer, the transferee shall,
except as provided in subsection (3) of this section, promptly
mail or deliver to the department the last certificate of
ownership if available, proof of transfer, and his application
for a new certificate in the form the department prescribes.

(2) If the interest of the owner is terminated or the
vehicle is sold under a security agreement by a secured party
named in the certificate of ownership, the transferee shall
promptly mail or deliver to the department the last certificate
of ownership, his application for a new certificate in the
form the department prescribes, and an affidavit made by or
on the behalf of the secured party that the vehicle was
repossessed and that the interest of the owner was lawfully
terminated or sold pursuant to the terms of the security
agreement.

(3) If the secured party succeeds to the interest of the
owner and holds the vehicle for resale, he need not secure a
new certificate of ownership but, upon transfer to another
person, shall promptly mail or deliver to the transferee or to
the department the certificate, affidavit and other documents
(and articles) required to be sent to the department by the
transferee. [1967 c 140 § 3; 1961 c 12 § 46.12.130. Prior:
1959 ¢ 166 § 11; prior: 1947 c 164 § 4(d); 1937 c 188 §
6(d); Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-6(d).]

Effective date—1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010.
Definitions: RCW 46.12.005.

46.12.151 Procedure when department unsatisfied
as to ownership and security interests. If the department
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is not satisfied as to the ownership of the vehicle or that
there are no undisclosed security interests in it, the depart-
ment may register the vehicle but shall either:

(1) Withhold issuance of a certificate of ownership for
a period of three years or until the applicant presents
documents reasonably sufficient to satisfy the department as
to the applicant’s ownership of the vehicle and that there are
no undisclosed security interests in it; or

(2) As a condition of issuing a certificate of ownership,
require the applicant to file with the department a bond for
a period of three years in the form prescribed by the depart-
ment and executed by the applicant. The bond shall be in an
amount equal to one and one-half times the value of the
vehicle as determined by the department and conditioned to
indemnify any prior owner and secured party and any
subsequent purchaser of the vehicle or person acquiring any
security interest in it, and their respective successors in
interest, against any expense, loss or damage, including
reasonable attorney’s fees, by reason of the issuance of the
certificate of ownership of the vehicle or on account of any
defect in or undisclosed security interest upon the right, title
and interest of the applicant in and to the vehicle. Any such
interested person has a right of action to recover on the bond
for any breach of its conditions, but the aggregate liability of
the surety to all persons shall not exceed the amount of the
bond. At the end of three years or prior thereto if the
vehicle is no longer registered in this state or when satisfac-
tory evidence of ownership is surrendered to the department,
the owner may apply to the department for a replacement
certificate of ownership without reference to the bond.
(1990 c 250 § 30; 1967 c 140 § 9.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010.
Definitions: RCW 46.12.005.

46.12.160 Refusal or cancellation of certificate—
Notice—Penalty for subsequent operation. If the depart-
ment determines at any time that an applicant for certificate
of ownership or for a certificate of license registration for a
vehicle is not entitled thereto, the department may refuse to
issue such certificate or to license the vehicle and may, for
like reason, after notice, and in the exercise of discretion,
cancel license registration already acquired or any outstand-
ing certificate of ownership. Notice of cancellation may be
accomplished by sending a notice by first class mail using
the last known address in department records for the regis-
tered or legal vehicle owner or owners, and recording the
transmittal on an affidavit of first class mail. It shall then be
unlawful for any person to remove, drive, or operate the
vehicle until a proper certificate of ownership or license
registration has been issued, and any person removing,
driving, or operating such vehicle after the refusal of the
department to issue certificates or the revocation thereof
shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [1994 c 262 § S;
1975 ¢ 25§ 12; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.12.160. Prior: 1959 c 166
§ 14; prior: 1947 c 164 § 4(g); 1937 c 188 § 6(g); Rem.
Supp. 1947 § 6312-6(g).]

46.12.170 Procedure when security interest is
granted on vehicle. If, after a certificate of ownership is
issued, a security interest is granted on the vehicle described
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therein, the registered owner or secured party shall, within
ten days thereafter, present an application to the department,
to which shall be attached the certificate of ownership last
issued covering the vehicle, or such other documentation as
may be required by the department, which application shall
be upon a form provided by the department and shall be
accompanied by a fee of one dollar and twenty-five cents in
addition to all other fees. The department, if satisfied that
there should be a reissue of the certificate, shall note such
change upon the vehicle records and issue to the secured
party a new certificate of ownership.

Whenever there is no outstanding secured obligation and
no commitment to make advances and incur obligations or
otherwise give value, the secured party must assign the
certificate of ownership to the debtor or the debtor’s assignee
and transmit the certificate to the department with an
accompanying fee of one dollar and twenty-five cents in
addition to all other fees. The department shall then issue a
new certificate of ownership and transmit it to the owner.
If the affected secured party fails to either assign or transmit
the certificate of ownership to the department within ten
days after proper demand, that secured party shall be liable
to the debtor for one hundred dollars, and in addition for any
loss caused to the debtor by such failure. [1994 c 262 § 6;
1979 ex.s.c 113 § 2; 1975 ¢ 25 § 13; 1967 c 140 § 4; 1961
c 12 § 46.12.170. Prior: 1951 c 269 § 4; 1947 c 164 § S;
1939 ¢ 182 § 2; 1937 c 188 § 7; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-
7.

Effective date—1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010.
Definitions: RCW 46.12.005.

46.12.181 Duplicate for lost, stolen, mutilated, etc.,
certificates. If a certificate of ownership or a certificate of
license registration is lost, stolen, mutilated or destroyed or
becomes illegible, the first priority secured party or, if none,
the owner or legal representative of the owner named in the
certificate, as shown by the records of the department, shall
promptly make application for and may obtain a duplicate
upon tender of one dollar and twenty-five cents in addition
to all other fees and upon furnishing information satisfactory
to the department. The duplicate certificate of ownership or
license registration shall contain the legend, "This is a
duplicate certificate." It shall be mailed to the first priority
secured party named in it or, if none, to the owner.

A person recovering an original certificate of ownership
or title registration for which a duplicate has been issued
. shall promptly surrender the original certificate to the

department. [1994 c 262 § 7; 1990 c 250 § 31; 1969 ex.s.
c 170 § 1; 1967 c 140 § 8.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1967 c 140: See note following RCW 46.12.010.
Definitions: RCW 46.12.005.

46.12.190 Legal owner not liable for acts of regis-
tered owner. The person, firm, copartnership, association
or corporation to whom a certificate of ownership shall have
been issued shall not thereby incur liability or be responsible
for damage, or otherwise, resulting from any act or contract
made by the registered owner or by any other person acting
for, or by or under the authority of such registered owner.
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(1961 c 12 § 46.12.190. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 10, part; RRS
§ 6312-10, part.]

46.12.200 State or director not liable for acts in
administering chapter. No suit or action shall ever be
commenced or prosecuted against the director of licensing or
the state of Washington by reason of any act done or omitted
to be done in the administration of the duties and responsi-
bilities imposed upon the director under this chapter. [1979
c 158 § 134; 1967 ¢ 32 § 11; 1961 c 12 § 46.12.200. Prior:
1937 c 188 § 10, part; RRS § 6312-10, part.]

46.12.210 Penalty for false statements or illegal
transfers. Any person who shall knowingly make any false
statement of a material fact, either in his application for the
certificate of ownership or in any assignment thereof, or who
with intent to procure or pass ownership to a vehicle which
he knows or has reason to believe has been stolen, shall
receive or transfer possession of the same from or to another
or who shall have in his possession any vehicle which he
knows or has reason to believe has been stolen, and who is
not an officer of the law engaged at the time in the perfor-
mance of his duty as such officer, shall be guilty of a felony
and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more
than five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more
than ten years, or both such fine and imprisonment. This
provision shall not exclude any other offenses or penalties
prescribed by any existing or future law for the larceny or
unauthorized taking of a motor vehicle. [1961 c 12 §
46.12.210. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 12; RRS § 6312-12.]

46.12.215 Unlawful sale of certificate of ownership.
It is a class C felony for a person to sell or convey a vehicle
certificate of ownership except in conjunction with the sale
or transfer of the vehicle for which the certificate was
originally issued. [1995 c 256 § 1.]

46.12.220 Alteration or forgery—Penalty. Any
person who shall alter or forge or cause to be altered or
forged any certificate issued by the director pursuant to the
provisions of this chapter, or any assignment thereof, or any
release or notice of release of any encumbrance referred to
therein, or who shall hold or use any such certificate or
assignment, or release or notice of release, knowing the same
to have been altered or forged, shall be guilty of a felony.
(1967 c 32 § 12; 1961 c 12 § 46.12.220. Prior: 1937 c 188
§ 13; RRS § 6312-13.]

46.12.230 Permit to licensed wrecker to junk
vehicle—Fee. Any licensed wrecker in possession of a
motor vehicle ten years old or older, and ownership of which
or whose owner’s residence is unknown, may apply to the
department for a permit to junk or wreck such motor vehicle,
or any part thereof. Upon such application, a permit may be
issued by the department, upon receipt of a fee of one dollar,
in a form to be prescribed by the department to authorize
such wrecker to wreck or junk such vehicle, or any part
thereof. [197S ¢ 25 § 14; 1967 ¢ 32 § 13; 1961 c 12 §
46.12.230. Prior: 1957 ¢ 273 § 12.]
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46.12.240 Appeals to superior court from suspen-
sion, revocation, cancellation, or refusal of license or
certificate. (1) The suspension, revocation, cancellation, or
refusal by the director of any license or certificate provided
for in chapters 46.12 and 46.16 RCW is conclusive unless
the person whose license or certificate is suspended, revoked,
canceled, or refused appeals to the superior court of
Thurston county, or at his option to the superior court of the
county of his residence, for the purpose of having the
suspension, revocation, cancellation, or refusal of the license
or certificate set aside. Notice of appeal must be filed
within ten days after receipt of the notice of suspension,
revocation, cancellation, or refusal. Upon the filing of the
notice of appeal the court shall issue an order to the director
to show cause why the license should not be granted or
reinstated, which order shall be returnable not less than ten
days after the date of service thereof upon the director.
Service shall be in the manner prescribed for service of
summons and complaint in other civil actions. Upon the
hearing on the order to show cause, the court shall hear
evidence concerning matters with reference to the suspen-
sion, revocation, cancellation, or refusal of the license or
certificate and shall enter judgment either affirming or
setting aside the suspension, revocation, cancellation, or
refusal.

(2) This section does not apply to vehicle registration
cancellations under *RCW 46.16.710 through 46.16.760.
[1987 c 388 § 8; 1965 ex.s.c 121 §42; 1961 c 12 §

46.20.340. Prior: 1953 ¢ 23 §2;1937¢c 188 § 74;RRS §

6312-74. Formerly RCW 46.20.340.]

*Reviser’s note: RCW 46.16.710 through 46.16.760 expired July 1,
1993.

Effective date—Severability—1987 c 388: See notes following
RCW 46.20.342.

46.12.250 Ownership of motor vehicle by person
under eighteen prohibited—Exceptions. It shall be
unlawful for any person under the age of eighteen to be the
registered or legal owner of any motor vehicle: PROVID-
ED, That RCW 46.12.250 through 46.12.270 shall not apply
to any person who is on active duty in the United States
armed forces nor to any minor who is in effect emancipated:
PROVIDED further, That RCW 46.12.250 through 46.12.270
shall not apply to any person who is the registered owner of
a motor vehicle prior to August 11, 1969 or who became the
registered or legal owner of a motor vehicle while a nonresi-
dent of this state. [1969 ex.s. ¢ 125 § 1.]

46.12.260 Sale or transfer of motor vehicle owner-
ship to person under eighteen prohibited. It shall be
unlawful for any person to convey, sell or transfer the
ownership of any motor vehicle to any person under the age
of eighteen: PROVIDED, That this section shall not apply
to a vendor if the minor provides the vendor with a certified
copy of an original birth registration showing the minor to
be over eighteen years of age. Such certified copy shall be
transmitted to the department of licensing by the vendor with
the application for title to said motor vehicle. [1979 c 158
§ 135; 1969 ex.s. c 125 § 2.]
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46.12.270 Penalty for violation of RCW 46.12.250
or 46.12.260. Any person violating RCW 46.12.250 or
46.12.260 or who transfers, sells, or encumbers an interest
in a vehicle in violation of RCW 46.61.5058, with actual
notice of the prohibition, is guilty of a misdemeanor and
shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred
fifty dollars or by imprisonment in a county jail for not more
than ninety days. [1994 c 139 § 2; 1993 c 487 § 6; 1969
ex.s. c 125 § 3.]

46.12.280 Campers—Application to—Rules and
regulations. The provisions of chapter 46.12 RCW concern-
ing the registration and titling of vehicles, and the perfection
of security interests therein shall apply to campers, as
defined in RCW 46.04.085. In addition, the director of li-
censing shall have the power to adopt such rules and
regulations he deems necessary to implement the registration
and titling of campers and the perfection of security interests
therein. [1979 c 158 § 136; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 6.]

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.12.290 Mobile or manufactured homes, applica-
tion of chapter to—Rules. (1) The provisions of chapter
46.12 RCW insofar as they are not inconsistent with the pro-
visions of chapter 231, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. or chapter
65.20 RCW apply to mobile or manufactured homes:
PROVIDED, That RCW 46.12.080 and 46.12.250 through
46.12.270 shall not apply to mobile or manufactured homes.

(2) In order to transfer ownership of a mobile home, all
registered owners of record must sign the title certificate
releasing their ownership.

(3) The director of licensing shall have the power to
adopt such rules as necessary to implement the provisions of
this chapter relating to mobile homes. [1993 ¢ 154 § 2.
Prior: 1989 c 343 § 20; 1989 c 337 § 4; 1981 c 304 § 2;
1979 c 158 § 137; 1971 ex.s. c 231 § 14.]

Severability—Effective date—1989 c 343: See RCW 65.20.940 and
65.20.950.

Severability—1981 ¢ 304: See note following RCW 26.16.030.

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.12.295 Mobile homes—Titling functions trans-
ferred to department of community, trade, and economic
development. The department of licensing shall transfer all
titling functions pertaining to mobile homes to the housing
division of the department of community, trade, and econom-
ic development by July 1, 1991. The department of licens-
ing shall transfer all books, records, files, and documents
pertaining to mobile home titling to the department of
community, trade, and economic development. The directors
of the departments may immediately take such steps as are
necessary to ensure that chapter 176, Laws of 1990 is
implemented on June 7, 1990. [1995 c 399 § 117; 1990 c
176 § 3.]

Department of community, trade, and economic development duties: RCW
43.63A.460.

46.12.300 Serial numbers on vehicles, watercraft,
campers, or parts—Buying, selling, etc., with numbers
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removed, altered, etc.—Penalty. Whoever knowingly buys,
sells, receives, disposes of, conceals, or has knowingly in his
possession any vehicle, watercraft, camper, or component
part thereof, from which the manufacturer’s serial number or
any other distinguishing number or identification mark has
been removed, defaced, covered, altered, or destroyed for the
purpose of concealment or misrepresenting the identity of the
said vehicle, watercraft, camper, or component part thereof
shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [1975-"76 2nd ex.s.
c91§1]

Severability—1975-’76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91: "If any provision of this act,
or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the

remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other persons or
circumstances is not affected.” [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91 § 10.]

Effective date—1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91: "This act shall take effect
on July 1, 1976." [1975-’76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91 § 11.]

46.12.310 Serial numbers—Seizure and impound-
ment of vehicles, etc.—Notice to interested persons—
Release to owner, etc. (1) Any vehicle, watercraft, camper,
or any component part thereof, from which the
manufacturer’s serial number or any other distinguishing
number or identification mark has been removed, defaced,
covered, altered, obliterated, or destroyed, may be impound-
ed and held by the seizing law enforcement agency for the
purpose of conducting an investigation to determine the
identity of the article or articles, and to determine whether
it had been reported stolen.

(2) Within five days of the impounding of any vehicle,
watercraft, camper, or component part thereof, the law
enforcement agency seizing the article or articles shall send
written notice of such impoundment by certified mail to all
persons known to the agency as claiming an interest in the
article or articles. The seizing agency shall exercise reason-
able diligence in ascertaining the names and addresses of
those persons claiming an interest in the article or articles.
Such notice shall advise the person of the fact of seizure, the
possible disposition of the article or articles, the requirement
of filing a written claim requesting notification of potential
disposition, and the right of the person to request a hearing
to establish a claim of ownership. Within five days of
receiving notice of other persons claiming an interest in the
article or articles, the seizing agency shall send a like notice
to each such person.

(3) If reported as stolen, the seizing law enforcement
agency shall promptly release such vehicle, watercraft,
camper, or parts thereof as have been stolen, to the person
who is the lawful owner or the lawful successor in interest,
upon receiving proof that such person presently owns or has
a lawful right to the possession of the article or articles.
(1995 ¢ 256 § 2; 1975-°76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91 § 2.]

Severability—Effective date—1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91: See notes
following RCW 46.12.300.

46.12.320 Serial numbers—Disposition of vehicles,
etc., authorized, when. Unless a claim of ownership to the
article or articles is established pursuant to RCW 46.12.330,
the law enforcement agency seizing the vehicle, watercraft,
camper, or component part thereof may dispose of them by
destruction, by selling at public auction to the highest bidder,
or by holding the article or articles for the official use of the
agency, when:
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(1) The true identity of the article or articles cannot be
established by restoring the original manufacturer’s serial
number or other distinguishing numbers or identification
marks or by any other means;

(2) After the true identity of the article or articles has
been established, the seizing law enforcement agency cannot
locate the person who is the lawful owner or if such lawful
owner or his successor in interest fails to claim the article or
articles within forty-five days after receiving notice from the
seizing law enforcement agency that the article or articles is
in its possession.

No disposition of the article or articles pursuant to this
section shall be undertaken until at least sixty days have
elapsed from the date of seizure and written notice of the
right to a hearing to establish a claim of ownership pursuant
to RCW 46.12.330 and of the potential disposition of the
article or articles shall have first been served upon the
person who held possession or custody of the article when
it was impounded and upon any other person who, prior to
the final disposition of the article, has notified the seizing
law enforcement agency in writing of a claim to ownership
or lawful right to possession thereof. [1975-’76 2nd ex.s. ¢
91 § 3.]

Severability—Effective date—1975-°76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91: See notes
following RCW 46.12.300.

46.12.330 Serial numbers—Hearing—Appeal—
Removal to court—Release. (1) Any person may submit
a written request for a hearing to establish a claim of
ownership or right to lawful possession of the vehicle,
watercraft, camper, or component part thereof seized pur-
suant to this section.

(2) Upon receipt of a request for hearing, one shall be
held before the chief law enforcement officer of the seizing
agency or an administrative law judge appointed under
chapter 34.12 RCW.

(3) Such hearing shall be held within a reasonable time
after receipt of a request therefor. Reasonable investigative
activities, including efforts to establish the identity of the
article or articles and the identity of the person entitled to
the lawful possession or custody of the article or articles
shall be considered in determining the reasonableness of the
time within which a hearing must be held.

(4) The hearing and any appeal therefrom shall be
conducted in accordance with Title 34 RCW.

(5) The burden of producing evidence shall be upon the
person claiming to be the lawful owner or to have the lawful
right of possession to the article or articles.

(6) Any person claiming ownership or right to posses-
sion of an article or articles subject to disposition under
RCW 46.12.310 through 46.12.340 may remove the matter
to a court of competent jurisdiction if the aggregate value of
the article or articles involved is two hundred dollars or
more. In a court hearing between two or more claimants to
the article or articles involved, the prevailing party shall be
entitled to judgment for costs and reasonable attorney’s fees.
For purposes of this section the seizing law enforcement
agency shall not be considered a claimant.

(7) The seizing law enforcement agency shall promptly
release the article or articles to the claimant upon a determi-
nation by the administrative law judge or court that the
claimant is the present lawful owner or is lawfully entitled
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to possession thereof. [1981 c 67 § 27; 1975-’76 2nd ex.s.
c91§4)]

Effective dates—Severability—1981 c 67: See notes following RCW
34.12.010.

Severability—Effective date—1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91: See notes
following RCW 46.12.300.

46.12.340 Serial numbers—Release of vehicle, etc.
The seizing law enforcement agency may release the article
or articles impounded pursuant to this section to the person
claiming ownership without a hearing pursuant to RCW
46.12.330 when such law enforcement agency is satisfied
after an appropriate investigation as to the claimant’s right
to lawful possession. If no hearing is contemplated as
provided for in RCW 46.12.330 such release shall be within
a reasonable time following seizure. Reasonable investiga-
tive activity, including efforts to establish the identity of the
article or articles and the identity of the person entitled to
lawful possession or custody of the article or articles shall be
considered in determining the reasonableness of the time in
which release must be made. [1975-°76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 5.]

Severability—Effective date—1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91: See notes
following RCW 46.12.300.

46.12.350 Assignment of new serial number. An
identification number shall be assigned to any article
impounded pursuant to RCW 46.12.310 in accordance with
the rules promulgated by the department of licensing prior
to:

(1) The release of the article from the custody of the
seizing agency; or

(2) The use of the article by the seizing agency. [1979
c 158 § 138; 1975-°76 2nd ex.s. c 91 § 6.]

Severability—Effective date—1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 91: See notes
following RCW 46.12.300.

46.12.370 Lists of registered and legal owners of
vehicles—Furnished for certain purposes—Penalty for
unauthorized use. In addition to any other authority which
it may have, the department of licensing may furnish lists of
registered and legal owners of motor vehicles only for the
purposes specified in this section to:

(1) The manufacturers of motor vehicles, or their
authorized agents, to be used to enable those manufacturers
to carry out the provisions of the National Traffic and Motor
Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 (15 U.S.C. sec. 1382-1418),
including amendments or additions thereto, respectmg safety-
related defects in motor vehicles;

(2) Any governmental agency of the Umted States or
Canada, or political subdivisions thereof, to be used by it or
by its authorized commercial agents or contractors only in
connection with the enforcement of motor vehicle or traffic
laws by, or programs related to traffic safety of, that
government agency. Only such parts of the list as are
required for completion of the work required of the agent or
contractor shall be provided to such agent or contractor; or

(3) Any business regularly making loans to other
persons to finance the purchase of motor vehicles, to be used
to assist the person requesting the list to determine owner-
ship of specific vehicles for the purpose of determining
whether or not to provide such financing. In the event a list
of registered and legal owners of motor vehicles is used for
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any purpose other than that authorized in subsections (1), (2)
and (3) of this section, the manufacturer, governmental
agency, financial institution or their authorized agents or
contractors responsible for the unauthorized disclosure or use
will be denied further access to such information by the
department of licensing. [1982 c 215 § 1.]

46.12.380 Disclosure of names and addresses of
individual vehicle owners. (1) Notwithstanding the
provisions of chapter 42.17 RCW, the name or address of an
individual vehicle owner shall not be released by the
department, county auditor, or agency or firm authorized by
the department except under the following circumstances:

(a) The requesting party is a business entity that
requests the information for use in the course of business;

(b) The request is a written request that is signed by the
person requesting disclosure that contains the full legal name
and address of the requesting party, that specifies the
purpose for which the information will be used; and

(c) The requesting party enters into a disclosure agree-
ment with the department in which the party promises that
the party will use the information only for the purpose stated
in the request for the information; and that the party does not
intend to use, or facilitate the use of, the information for the
purpose of making any unsolicited business contact with a
person named in the disclosed information. The term
"unsolicited business contact” means a contact that is
intended to result in, or promote, the sale of any goods or
services to a person named in the disclosed information.
The term does not apply to situations where the requesting
party and such person have been involved in a business
transaction prior to the date of the disclosure request and
where the request is made in connection with the transaction.

(2) The disclosing entity shall retain the request for dis-
closure for three years.

(3) Whenever the disclosing entity grants a request for
information under this section by an attorney or private
investigator, the disclosing entity shall provide notice to the
vehicle owner, to whom the information applies, that the
request has been granted. The notice also shall contain the
name and address of the requesting party.

(4) Any person who is furnished vehicle owner informa-
tion under this section shall be responsible for assuring that
the information furnished is not used for a purpose contrary
to the agreement between the person and the department.

(5) This section shall not apply to requests for informa-
tion by governmental entities or requests that may be granted
under any other provision of this title expressly authorizing
the disclosure of the names or addresses of vehicle owners.

(6) This section shall not apply to title history informa-
tion under RCW 19.118.170. [1995 c 254 § 10; 1990 c 232
§ 2; 1987 ¢ 299 § 1; 1984 c 241 § 2.]

Effective date—Severability—1995 ¢ 254: See notes following
RCW 19.118.021.

Legislative finding and purpose—1990 c 232: "The legislature
recognizes the extraordinary value of the vehicle title and registration
records for law enforcement and commerce within the state. The legislature
also recognizes that indiscriminate release of the vehicle owner information
to be an infringement upon the rights of the owner and can subject owners
to intrusions on their privacy. The purpose of this act is to limit the release
of vehicle owners’ names and addresses while maintaining the availability
of the vehicle records for the purposes of law enforcement and commerce.”
[1990 c 232§ 1.]
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46.12.390 Disclosure violations, penalties. (1) The
department may review the activities of a person who
receives vehicle record information to ensure compliance
with the limitations imposed on the use of the information.
The department shall suspend or revoke for up to five years
the privilege of obtaining vehicle record information of a
person found to be in violation of chapter 42.17 RCW, this
chapter, or a disclosure agreement executed with the depart-
ment.

(2) In addition to the penalty in subsection (1) of this
section:

(a) The unauthorized disclosure of information from a
department vehicle record; or

(b) The use of a false representation to obtain informa-
tion from the department’s vehicle records; or

(c) The use of information obtained from the department
vehicle records for a purpose other than what is stated in the
request for information or in the disclosure agreement
executed with the department; or

(d) The sale or other distribution of any vehicle owner
name or address to another person not disclosed in the
request or disclosure agreement
is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed
ten thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in a county jail not
to exceed one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment
for each violation. [1990 c 232 § 3.]

Legislative finding and purpose—1990 c 232: See note following
RCW 46.12.380.

46.12.420 Street rod vehicles. The state patrol shall
inspect a street rod vehicle and assign a vehicle identification
number in accordance with this chapter.

A street rod vehicle shall be titled as the make and year
of the vehicle as originally manufactured. The title shall be
branded with the designation "street rod." [1996 c 225 § 6.]

Finding—1996 c 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.12.430 Parts cars. The owner of a parts car must
possess proof of ownership for each such vehicle. [1996 c
225§ 7] .

Finding—1996 c 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.12.440 Kit vehicles—Application for certificate
of ownership. The following procedures must be followed
when applying for a certificate of ownership for a kit
vehicle:

(1) The vehicle identification number (VIN) of a new
vehicle kit and of a body kit will be taken from the
manufacturer’s certificate of origin belonging to that vehicle.
If the VIN is not available, the Washington state patrol shall
assign a VIN at the time of inspection.

(2) The model year of a manufactured new vehicle kit
and manufactured body kit is the year reflected on the
manufacturer’s certificate of origin.

(3) The make shall be listed as "KITV," ‘and the series
and body designation must describe what the vehicle looks
like, i.e. Bradley GT, 57 MG, and must include the word
"replica.” ‘

(4) Except for kit vehicles licensed under RCW
46.16.680(5), kit vehicles must comply with chapter 204-90
WAC.

[Title 46 RCW—page 40]

Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles

(5) The application for the certificate of ownership must
be accompanied by the following documents:

(a) For a manufactured new vehicle kit, the
manufacturer’s. certificate of origin or equivalent document;

(b)(i) For a manufactured body kit, the manufacturer’s
certificate of origin or equivalent document; (ii) for the
frame, the title or a certified copy or equivalent document;

(c) Bills of sale or invoices for all major components
used in the construction of the vehicle. The bills of sale
must be notarized unless the vendor is registered with the
department of revenue for the collection of retail sales or use
tax. The bills of sale must include the names and addresses
of the seller and purchaser, a description of the vehicle or
part being sold, including the make, model, and identification
or serial number, the date of sale, and the purchase price of
the vehicle or part;

(d) A statement as defined in WAC 308-56A-150 by an
authorized inspector of the Washington state patrol or other
person authorized by the department of licensing verifying
the vehicle identification number, and year and make when
applicable;

(e) A completed declaration of value form (TD 420-737)
to determine the value for excise tax if the purchase cost and
year is unknown or incomplete.

(6) A Washington state patrol VIN inspector must
ensure that all parts are documented by titles, notarized bills
of sale, or business receipts such as obtained from a wreck-
ing yard purchase. The bills of sale must contain the VIN
of the vehicle the parts came from, or the yard number if
from a wrecking yard. [1996 c 225 § 8.]

Finding—1996 ¢ 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.12.450 Kit vehicles—Issuance of certificate of
ownership or registration. The following documents are
required for issuance of a certificate of ownership or
registration for a kit vehicle:

(1) For a new vehicle kit or a manufactured body kit,
the owner shall supply a manufacturer’s certificate of origin
or a factory invoice.

(2) For a manufactured body kit, proof of ownership for
all major parts used in the construction of the vehicle is
required.

(a) Major parts include:

(i) Frame;

(ii) Engine;

(iii) Axles;

(iv) Transmission;

(v) Any other parts that carry vehicle identification
numbers.

(b) If the frame from a donor vehicle is used and the
remainder of the donor vehicle is to be sold or destroyed, the
title is required as an ownership document to the buyer. The
agent or subagent may make a certified copy of the title for
documentation of the frame for this transaction.

(3) Payment of use tax on the frame and all component
parts used is required, unless proof of payment of the sales
or use tax is submitted.

(4) A completed declaration of value form (TD 420-
737) to determine the value of the vehicle for excise tax
purposes is required if the purchase cost and year of pur-
chase is unknown.
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(5) An odometer disclosure statement is required on all
originals and transfers of title for vehicles under ten years
old, unless otherwise exempt by law. [1996 c 225 § 9.]

Finding—1996 c 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

Chapter 46.16
VEHICLE LICENSES

Sections

46.16.006 "Registration year" defined—Registration months—"Last
day of the month."

46.16.010 Licenses and plates required—Penalties—Exceptions.

46.16.011  Allowing unauthorized person to drive—Penalty.

46.16.012  Immunity from liability for licensing nonroadworthy vehicle.

46.16.015 Emission control inspections required—Exceptions—

Educational information.
©46.16.016 Emission control inspections—Rules for licensing require-

ments.
46.16.020 Exemptions—State and publicly owned vehicles—
Registration.
46.16.022  Exemptions—Vehicles owned by Indian tribes—Conditions.
46.16.023  Ride-sharing vehicles—Special plates—Gross misdemeanor.
46.16.025 Identification device for exempt farm vehicles—Application
for—Contents—Fee.
46.16.028 "Resident" defined—Vehicle registration required.
46.16.029  Purchasing vehicle with foreign plates.

46.16.030 Nonresident exemption—Reciprocity.

46.16.035 Exemptions—Private school buses.

46.16.040 Form of application—Contents.

46.16.045 Temporary permits—Authority—Fees.

46.16.047 Temporary permits—Form and contents—Duration—Fees.

46.16.048 Temporary letter of authority for movement of unlicensed
vehicle for special community event.

46.16.060 License fee, general—Distribution of proceeds—House-mov-
ing dollies.

46.16.061  Additional fees to help defray costs of studies.

46.16.063  Additional fee for recreational vehicles.

46.16.065 Small trailer license fee—Conditions.

46.16.068 Trailing units—Permanent plates.

46.16.070 License fee on trucks, buses, and for hire vehicles based on
gross weight.

46.16.071  Additional fees.

46.16.073  Federal heavy vehicle use tax.

46.16.079  Fixed load motor vehicle equipped for lifting or towing—
Capacity fee in addition to and in lieu.

46.16.085 Commercial trailers, pole trailers—Fee in lieu.

46.16.088  Transfer of license plates—Penalty.

46.16.090 Gross weight fees on farm vehicles—Penalty.

46.16.111  Gross weight, how computed.

46.16.121  Seating capacity fees on stages, for hire vehicles.
46.16.125 Mileage fees on stages—Penalty.

46.16.135  Monthly license fee—Penalty.

46.16.140  Overloading licensed capacity—Additional license—
Penalties—Exceptions.

46.16.145 Overloading licensed capacity—Penalties.

46.16.150  School buses exempt from load and seat capacity fees.

46.16.160  Vebhicle trip permits—Restrictions and requirements—Fees
and taxes—Penalty—Rules.

46.16.170  Marking gross weight on vehicle.

46.16.180  Unlawful to carry passengers for hire without license.

46.16.200  Applications to agents—Transmittal to director.

46.16.210  Original applications—Renewals—Fees—Preissuance, when.

46.16.212  Notice of liability insurance requirement.

46.16.216  Payment of parking fines required for renewal.

46.16.220 Time of renewal of licenses—Duration.

46.16.225  Adjustment of vehicle registration periods to stagger renewal
periods.

46.16.230 License plates furnished.

46.16.235  State name not abbreviated.

46.16.237  Reflectorized materials—Fee.

46.16.240  Attachment of plates to vehicles—Violations enumerated.

46.16.260 License registration certificate—Signature required—Carried
in vehicle—Penalty—Inspection—Exception.
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46.16.270 Replacement of plates—Fee.

46.16276 Implementing rules.

46.16.280  Sale, loss, or destruction of commercial vehicle—Credit for
unused fee—Change in license classification.

46.16.290 License certificate and plates follow vehicle on transfer—

: Exceptions.

46.16.301  Special license plates—Authority of department.

46.16.305  Special license plates—Continuance of earlier issues—
Conditions for current issues.

46.16307 Collectors’ vehicles—Use restrictions.

46.16.309  Special license plates—Application.

46.16.313  Special license plates—Fees.

46.16.316  Special license plates—Transfer of vehicle—Replacement
plates.
46.16.319  Veterans and military personnel—Remembrance emblems.

46.16.324  Collegiate license plates.

46.16.327 License plate emblems—Material, display requirements.
46.16.332  License plate emblems—Fees.
46.16.335  Special license plates and emblems—Rules.

46.16.340 Amateur radio operator plates—Information furnished to
various agencies.

46.16.350 Amateur radio operator plates—Expiration or revocation of

radio license—Penalty.

Special plates for honorary consul, foreign government rep-

resentative.

46.16.374 Taipei Economic and Cultural Office—Special plates.

46.16.376  Taipei Economic and Cultural Office—Fee exemption.

46.16.381  Special parking privileges for disabled persons—Penalties
for unauthorized use or parking.

46.16.390 Special plate or card issued by another jurisdiction.

46.16.450 Appeals to superior court from suspension, revocation,
cancellation, or refusal of license or certificate.

46.16.460 Nonresident members of armed forces—Issuance of tempo-
rary license.

46.16.470 Temporary license—Display.

46.16.480 Nonresident members of armed forces—Exemption from
sales, use, or motor vehicle excise taxes—Extent of
exemption.

46.16.490 Nonresident members of armed forces—Rules and regula-
tions—Proof .

46.16.371

46.16.500 Liability of operator, owner, lessee for violations.

46.16.505 Campers—License and plates—Application—Fee.

46.16.560  Personalized license plates—Defined.

46.16.565 Personalized license plates—Application.

46.16.570  Personalized license plates—Design.

46.16.575  Personalized license plates—Issuance to registered owner
only.

46.16.580 Personalized license plates—Application requirements.

46.16.585 Personalized license plates—Fees—Renewal—Penalty.

46.16.590 '~ Personalized license plates—Transfer fees.

46.16.595 Personalized license plates—Transfer or surrender upon sale
or release of vehicle—Penalty.

46.16.600 Personalized license plates—Rules and regulations.

46.16.605 Personalized license plates—Disposition of fees—Costs.

46.16.606 Personalized license plates—Additional fee.

46.16.630 Moped registration.

46.16.640 Wheelchair conveyances.

46.16.650  State centennial license plates—Design, issuance, revenues.
46.16.670  Boat trailers—Fee for freshwater aquatic weeds account.
46.16.680 Kit vehicles.

46.16900 Severability—1973 Ist ex.s. c 132.

Auto transportation companies: Chapter 81.68 RCW.

Free license plates
disabled veterans, prisoners of war: RCW 73.04.110.
surviving spouse of prisoner of war: RCW 73.04.115.

Special license plates—Fee—Hulk haulers or scrap processors: RCW
46.79.060.

Unprocessed agricultural products, license for transport: RCW 20.01.120.

46.16.006 ''Registration year'' defined—Registration
months—''Last day of the month." (1) The term "registra-
tion year" for the purposes of chapters 46.16, 82.44, and
82.50 RCW means the effective period of a vehicle license
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issued by the department. Such year commences at 12:01
a.m. on the date of the calendar year designated by the
department and ends at 12:01 a.m. on the same date of the
next succeeding calendar year. If a vehicle license previous-
ly issued in this state has expired and is renewed with a
different registered owner, a new registration year is deemed
to commence upon the date the expired license is renewed
in order that the renewed license be useable for a full
twelve-month period.

(2) Each registration year may be divided into twelve
registration months. Each registration month commences on
the day numerically corresponding to the day of the calendar
month on which the registration year begins, and terminates
on the numerically corresponding day of the next succeeding
calendar month.

(3) Where the term "last day of the month" is used in
chapters 46.16, 82.44, and 82.50 RCW in lieu of a specified
day of any calendar month it means the last day of such
calendar month or months irrespective of the numerical
designation of that day. _

(4) If the final day of a registration year or month falls
on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, such period extends

through the end of the next business day. [1992 ¢ 222 § 1;

1983 ¢c 27 § 1; 1981 c 214 § 1; 1975 1stex.s.c 118 § 1.]

Effective date—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: "This 1975 amendatory act
shall take effect on January 1, 1977: PROVIDED, That the director of the
department of motor vehicles may, prior to such effective date, undertake
and perform duties and conduct activities necessary for the timely imple-
mentation of this 1975 amendatory act on such date." [1975 Ist ex.s.c 118
§ 19.]

Severability—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: "If any provision of this 1975
amendatory act is declared unconstitutional, or the applicability thereof to
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the constitutionality of the
remainder of this 1975 amendatory act and the applicability thereof to
persons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby." [1975 Ist ex.s.
cl118 § 18]

46.16.010 Licenses and plates required—Penalties—
Exceptions. (Effective until January 1, 1997.) (1) It is
unlawful for a person to operate any vehicle over and along
a public highway of this state without first having obtained
and having in full force and effect a current and proper
vehicle license and display vehicle license number plates
therefor as by this chapter provided. Failure to make initial
registration before operation on the highways of this state is
a misdemeanor, and any person convicted thereof shall be
punished by a fine of no less than three hundred thirty
dollars, no part of which may be suspended or deferred.
Failure to renew an expired registration before operation on
the highways of this state is a traffic infraction.

(2) The licensing of a vehicle in another state by a
resident of this state, as defined in RCW 46.16.028, evading
the payment of any tax or license fee imposed in connection
with registration, is a gross misdemeanor punishable as
follows: ]

(a) For a first offense, up to one year in the county jail
and a fine equal to twice the amount of delinquent taxes and
fees, no part of which may be suspended or deferred;

(b) For a second or subsequent offense, up to one year
in the county jail and a fine equal to three times the amount
of delinquent taxes and fees, no part of which may be
suspended or deferred.
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(3) These provisions shall not apply to farm vehicle(s]
as defined in RCW 46.04.181 if operated within a radius of
fifteen miles of the farm where principally used or garaged,
farm tractors and farm implements including trailers de-
signed as cook or bunk houses used exclusively for animal
herding temporarily operating or drawn upon the public
highways, and trailers used exclusively to transport farm
implements from one farm to another during the daylight
hours or at night when such equipment has lights that
comply with the law: PROVIDED FURTHER, That these
provisions shall not apply to spray or fertilizer applicator rigs
designed and used exclusively for spraying or fertilization in
the conduct of agricultural operations and not primarily for
the purpose of transportation, and nurse rigs or equipment
auxiliary to the use of and designed or modified for the fuel-
ing, repairing or loading of spray and fertilizer applicator
rigs and not used, designed or modified primarily for the
purpose of transportation: PROVIDED FURTHER, That
these provisions shall not apply to fork lifts operated during
daylight hours on public highways adjacent to and within
five hundred feet of the warehouses which they serve:
PROVIDED FURTHER, That these provisions shall not
apply to equipment defined as follows:

"Special highway construction equipment” is any vehicle
which is designed and used primarily for grading of high-
ways, paving of highways, earth moving, and other construc-
tion work on highways and which is not designed or used
primarily for the transportation of persons or property on a
public highway and which is only incidentally operated or
moved over the highway. It includes, but is not limited to,
road construction and maintenance machinery so designed
and used such as portable air compressors, air drills, asphalt
spreaders, bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, track laying
tractors, ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, motor
graders, paving mixers, road rollers, scarifiers, earth moving
scrapers and carryalls, lighting plants, welders, pumps, power
shovels and draglines, self-propelled and tractor-drawn earth
moving equipment and machinery, including dump trucks
and tractor-dump trailer combinations which either (1) are in
excess of the legal width or (2) which, because of their
length, height or unladen weight, may not be moved on a
public highway without the permit specified in RCW
46.44.090 and which are not operated laden except within
the boundaries of the project limits as defined by the con-
tract, and other similar types of construction equipment, or
(3) which are driven or moved upon a public highway only
for the purpose of crossing such highway from one property
to another, provided such movement does not exceed five
hundred feet and the vehicle is equipped with wheels or pads
which will not damage the roadway surface.

Exclusions:

"Special highway construction equipment" does not
include any of the following:

Dump trucks originally designed to comply with the
legal size and weight provisions of this code notwithstanding
any subsequent modification which would require a permit,
as specified in RCW 46.44.090, to operate such vehicles on
a public highway, including trailers, truck-mounted transit
mixers, cranes and shovels, or other vehicles designed for
the transportation of persons or property to which machinery
has been attached.
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(4) The following vehicles, whether operated solo or in
combination, are exempt from license registration and
displaying license plates as required by this chapter:

(a) A converter gear used to convert a semitrailer into
a trailer or a two-axle truck or tractor into a three or more
axle truck or tractor or used in any other manner to increase
the number of axles of a vehicle. Converter gear includes an
auxiliary axle, booster axle, dolly, and jeep axle.

(b) A tow dolly that is used for towing a motor vehicle
behind another motor vehicle. The front or rear wheels of
the towed vehicle are secured to and rest on the tow dolly
that is attached to the towing vehicle by a tow bar. [1993 ¢
238 § 1; 1991 ¢c 163 § 1; 1989 ¢ 192 § 2; 1986 c 186 § 1;
1977 ex.s. c 148 § 1; 1973 1stex.s.c 17 § 2; 1972 exs. ¢
5821969 c 27 § 3; 1967 c 202 § 2; 1963 ex.s. ¢ 3 § 51;
1961 ex.s. c 21 § 32; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.16.010. Prior: 1955
c 265§ 1; 1947 c 33 § 1; 1937 c 188 § 15; Rem. Supp.
1947 § 6312-15; 1929 c 99 § 5; RRS § 6324
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

Legislative intent—1989 ¢ 192: "The legislature recognizes that there
are residents of this state who intentionally register motor vehicles in other
states to evade payment of taxes and fees required by the laws of this state.
This results in a substantial loss of revenue to the state. It is the intent of
the legislature to impose a stronger criminal penalty upon those residents
who defraud the state, thereby enhancing compliance with the registration
laws of this state and further enhancing enforcement and collection efforts.

In order to encourage voluntary compliance with the registration laws
of this state, administrative penalties associated with failing to register a
motor vehicle are waived until September 1, 1989. It is not the intent of the
legislature to waive traffic infraction or criminal traffic violations imposed
prior to July 23, 1989." [1989 ¢ 192 § 1.]

Effective date—1989 c 192: "Section 2 of this act shall take effect
September 1, 1989." [1989 c 192 § 3.]

46.16.010 - Licenses and plates required—Penalties—
Exceptions. (Effective January 1, 1997.) (1) It is unlawful
for a person to operate any vehicle over and along a public
highway of this state without first having obtained and
having in full force and effect a current and proper vehicle
license and display vehicle license number plates therefor as
by this chapter provided. Failure to make initial registration
before operation on the highways of this state is a misde-
meanor, and any person convicted thereof shall be punished
by a fine of no less than three hundred thirty dollars, no part
of which may be suspended or deferred. Failure to renew an
expired registration before operation on the highways of this
state is a traffic infraction.

(2) The licensing of a vehicle in another state by a
resident of this state, as defined in RCW 46.16.028, evading
the payment of any tax or license fee imposed in connection
with registration, is a gross misdemeanor punishable as
follows:

(a) For a first offense, up to one year in the county jail
and a fine equal to twice the amount of delinquent taxes and
fees, no part of which may be suspended or deferred;

(b) For a second or subsequent offense, up to one year
in the county jail and a fine equal to four times the amount
of delinquent taxes and fees, no part of which may be
suspended or deferred;

(c) For fines levied under (b) of this subsection, an
amount equal to the avoided taxes and fees owed shall be
deposited in the vehicle licensing fraud account created in
the state treasury;
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(d) The avoided taxes and fees shall be deposited and
distributed in the same manner as if the taxes and fees were
properly paid in a timely fashion.

(3) These provisions shall not apply to farm vehicles as
defined in RCW 46.04.181 if operated within a radius of
fifteen miles of the farm where principally used or garaged,
farm tractors and farm implements including trailers de-
signed as cook or bunk houses used exclusively for animal
herding temporarily operating or drawn upon the public
highways, and trailers used exclusively to transport farm
implements from one farm to another during the daylight
hours or at night when such equipment has lights that
comply with the law: PROVIDED FURTHER, That these
provisions shall not apply to spray or fertilizer applicator rigs
designed and used exclusively for spraying or fertilization in
the conduct of agricultural operations and not primarily for
the purpose of transportation, and nurse rigs or equipment
auxiliary to the use of and designed or modified for the fuel-
ing, repairing or loading of spray and fertilizer applicator
rigs and not used, designed or modified primarily for the
purpose of transportation: PROVIDED FURTHER, That
these provisions shall not apply to fork lifts operated during
daylight hours on public highways adjacent to and within
five hundred feet of the warehouses which they serve:
PROVIDED FURTHER, That these provisions shall not
apply to equipment defined as follows:

"Special highway construction equipment” is any vehicle
which is designed and used primarily for grading of high-
ways, paving of highways, earth moving, and other construc-
tion work on highways and which is not designed or used
primarily for the transportation of persons or property on a
public highway and which is only incidentally operated or
moved over the highway. It includes, but is not limited to,
road construction and maintenance machinery so designed
and used such as portable air compressors, air drills, asphalt
spreaders, bituminous mixers, bucket loaders, track laying
tractors, ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, motor
graders, paving mixers, road rollers, scarifiers, earth moving
scrapers and carryalls, lighting plants, welders, pumps, power
shovels and draglines, self-propelled and tractor-drawn earth
moving equipment and machinery, including dump trucks
and tractor-dump trailer combinations which either (1) are in
excess of the legal width or (2) which, because of their
length, height or unladen weight, may not be moved on a
public highway without the permit specified in RCW
46.44.090 and which are not operated laden except within
the boundaries of the project limits as defined by the con-
tract, and other similar types of construction equipment, or
(3) which are driven or moved upon a public highway only
for the purpose of crossing such highway from one property
to another, provided such movement does not exceed five
hundred feet and the vehicle is equipped with wheels or pads
which will not damage the roadway surface.

Exclusions:

"Special highway construction equipment” does not
include any of the following:

Dump trucks originally designed to comply with the
legal size and weight provisions of this code notwithstanding
any subsequent modification which would require a permit,
as specified in RCW 46.44.090, to operate such vehicles on
a public highway, including trailers, truck-mounted transit
mixers, cranes and shovels, or other vehicles designed for
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the transportation of persons or property to which machinery
has been attached.

(4) The following vehicles, whether operated solo or in
combination, are exempt from license registration and
displaying license plates as required by this chapter:

(a) A converter gear used to convert a semitrailer into
a trailer or a two-axle truck or tractor into a three or more
axle truck or tractor or used in any other manner to increase
the number of axles of a vehicle. Converter gear includes an
auxiliary axle, booster axle, dolly, and jeep axle.

(b) A tow dolly that is used for towing a motor vehicle
behind another motor vehicle. The front or rear wheels of
the towed vehicle are secured to and rest on the tow dolly
that is attached to the towing vehicle by a tow bar. [1996 c
184 § 1; 1993 ¢c 238 § 1; 1991 c 163 § 1; 1989 c 192 § 2;
1986 c 186 § 1; 1977 ex.s.c 148 § 1; 1973 Istex.s.c 17 §
2, 1972 ex.s.c 5§ 2, 1969 c 27 § 3; 1967 c 202 § 2; 1963
ex.s.c 3 § 51; 1961 ex.s. c 21 § 32; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.010.
Prior: 1955¢ 265§ 1; 1947 c 33 § 1; 1937 c 188 § 15;
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-15; 1929 c 99 § S5; RRS § 6324.]
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

Effective date—1996 c 184 §§ 1-6: "Sections 1 through 6 of this act
take effect January 1, 1997." [1996 c 184 § 8.]

Legislative intent—1989 ¢ 192: "The legislature recognizes that there
are residents of this state who intentionally register motor vehicles in other
states to evade payment of taxes and fees required by the laws of this state.
This results in a substantial loss of revenue to the state. It is the intent of
the legislature to impose a stronger criminal penalty upon those residents
who defraud the state, thereby enhancing compliance with the registration
laws of this state and further enhancing enforcement and collection efforts.

In order to encourage voluntary compliance with the registration laws
of this state, administrative penalties associated with failing to register a
motor vehicle are waived until September 1, 1989. It is not the intent of the
legislature to waive traffic infraction or criminal traffic violations imposed
prior to July 23, 1989." [1989 c 192 § 1.]

Effective date—1989 c 192: "Section 2 of this act shall take effect
September 1, 1989." [1989 c 192 § 3.]

46.16.011 Allowing unauthorized person to drive—
Penalty. It is unlawful for any person in whose name a
vehicle is registered knowingly to permit another person to
drive the vehicle when the other person is not authorized to
do so under the laws of this state. A violation of this
section is a misdemeanor. [1987 ¢ 388 § 10.]

Severability—1987 c 388: See note following RCW 46.20.342.
Unlawful to allow unauthorized person to drive: RCW 46.20.344.

46.16.012 Immunity from liability for licensing
nonroadworthy vehicle. The director, the state of Washing-
ton, and its political subdivisions shall be immune from civil
liability arising from the issuance of a vehicle license to a
nonroadworthy vehicle. [1986 c 186 § 5.]

46.16.015 Emission control inspections required—
Exceptions—Educational information. (1) Neither the
department of licensing nor its agents may issue or renew a
motor vehicle license for any vehicle or change the regis-
tered owner of a licensed vehicle, for any vehicle that is
required to be inspected under chapter 70.120 RCW, unless
the application for issuance or renewal is: (a) Accompanied
by a valid certificate of compliance or a valid certificate of
acceptance issued pursuant to chapter 70.120 RCW; or (b)
exempted from this requirement pursuant to subsection (2)
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of this section. The certificates must have a date of valida-
tion which is within six months of the date of application for
the vehicle license or license renewal. Certificates for fleet
or owner tested diesel vehicles may have a date of validation
which is within twelve months of the assigned license
renewal date.

(2) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to the
following vehicles:

(a) New motor vehicles whose equitable or legal title
has never been transferred to a person who in good faith
purchases the vehicle for purposes other than resale;

(b) Motor vehicles with a model year of 1967 or earlier;

(c) Motor vehicles that use propulsion units powered
exclusively by electricity;

(d) Motor vehicles fueled by propane, compressed
natural gas, or liquid petroleum gas, unless it is determined
that federal sanctions will be imposed as a result of this
exemption;

(e) Motorcycles as defined in RCW 46.04.330 and
motor-driven cycles as defined in RCW 46.04.332;

(f) Farm vehicles as defined in RCW 46.04.181;

(g) Used vehicles which are offered for sale by a motor
vehicle dealer licensed under chapter 46.70 RCW; or

(h) Motor vehicles exempted by the director of the
department of ecology.

The provisions of subparagraph (a) of this subsection
may not be construed as exempting from the provisions of
subsection (1) of this section applications for the renewal of
licenses for motor vehicles that are or have been leased.

(3) The department of ecology shall provide information
to motor vehicle owners regarding the boundaries of emis-
sion contributing areas and restrictions established under this
section that apply to vehicles registered in such areas. In
addition the department of ecology shall provide information
to motor vehicle owners on the relationship between motor
vehicles and air pollution and steps motor vehicle owners
should take to reduce motor vehicle related air pollution.
The department of licensing shall send to all registered
motor vehicle owners affected by the emission testing
program notice that they must have an emission test to
renew their registration. [1991 c 199 § 209; 1990 c 42 §
318; 1989 c 240§ 1; 1985¢c 7 § 111. Prior: 1983 c 238 §
1; 1983 ¢ 237 § 3; 1980 ¢ 176 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 163 § 11.]

Finding—1991 c 199: See note following RCW 70.94.011.

Effective dates—Severability—Captions not law—1991 c 199: See
RCW 70.94.904 through 70.94.906.

Purpose—Headings—Severability—Effective dates—Application—
Implementation—1990 ¢ 42: See notes following RCW 82.36.025.

Effective date—1989 c 240: See RCW 70.120.902.

Severability—1983 c 238: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1983 c 238 § 3.]

Legislative finding—1983 ¢ 237: See note following RCW
46.37.467.

Effective date—1979 ex.s. ¢ 163: "Section 11 of this act [RCW
46.16.015] shall take effect on January 1, 1982. The director of the
department of licensing and the director of the department of ecology are
authorized to take immediately such steps as are necessary to ensure that
section 11 of this act is implemented on its effective date.”" [1979 exs. c
163 § 16.]

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 163: See note following RCW
70.120.010.
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46.16.016 Emission control inspections—Rules for
licensing requirements. The director of the department of
licensing shall adopt rules implementing and enforcing RCW
46.16.015, except for *RCW 46.16.015(2)(g) in accordance
with chapter 34.05 RCW. [1979 exs. ¢ 163 § 15.]

*Reviser’s note: RCW 46.16.015(2)(g) was redesignated RCW
46.16.015(2)(f) by 1991 c 199 § 209.

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 163: See note following RCW
70.120.010.

46.16.020 Exemptions—State and publicly owned
vehicles—Registration. Any vehicle owned, rented, or
leased by the state of Washington, or by any county, city,
town, school district, or other political subdivision of the
state of Washington and used exclusively by them, and all
vehicles owned or leased with an option to purchase by the
United States government, or by the government of foreign
countries, or by international bodies to which the United
States government is a signatory by treaty, or owned or
leased by the governing body of an Indian tribe located
within this state and recognized as a governmental entity by
the United States department of the interior, and used
exclusively in its or their service shall be exempt from the
payment of license fees for the licensing thereof as in this
chapter provided: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That such
vehicles, except those owned and used exclusively by the
United States government and which are identified by clearly
exhibited registration numbers or license plates assigned by
an instrumentality of that government, shall be registered as
prescribed for the license registration of other vehicles and
shall display the vehicle license number plates assigned to it.
The department shall assign a plate or plates to each vehicle
or may assign a block of plates to an agency or political
subdivision for further assignment by the agency or political
subdivision to individual vehicles registered to it pursuant to
this section. The agency, political subdivision, or Indian
tribe, except a foreign government or international body,
shall pay a fee of two dollars for the plate or plates for each
vehicle. An Indian tribe is not entitled to license and
register any tribal government service vehicle under this
section if that tribe itself licenses or registers any tribal
government service vehicles under tribal law. No vehicle
license or license number plates shall be issued to any such
vehicle under the provisions of this section for the transpor-
tation of school children unless and until such vehicle shall
have been first personally inspected by the director or the
director’s duly authorized representative. [1986 c 30 § 1;
1975 1stex.s. c 169 § 5; 1973 1Ist ex.s. ¢ 132 § 22; 1967 c
32 § 14; 1965 ex.s. c 106 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.020.
Prior: 1939 c 182 § 4; 1937 c 188 § 21; RRS § 6312-21;
1925 ex.s.c47 8§ 1; 1921 c96 § 17; 1919¢c 46 § 2; 1917 c
155 § 12; 1915 c 142 § 17; RRS § 6329.]

Severability—1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 132: See RCW 46.16.900, 46.70.920.
Marking of publicly owned vehicles: RCW 46.08.065 through 46.08.068.

Special license plates issued without fee
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients: RCW 46.16.305.
disabled veterans, prisoners of war: RCW 73.04.110.
surviving spouse of prisoner of war: RCW 73.04.115.

46.16.022 Exemptions—Vehicles owned by Indian
tribes—Conditions. (1) The provisions of this chapter
relating to licensing of vehicles by this state, including the
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display of vehicle license number plates and license registra-
tion certificates, do not apply to vehicles owned or leased by
the governing body of an Indian tribe located within this
state and recognized as a governmental entity by the United
States department of the interior, only when:

(a) The vehicle is used exclusively in tribal government
service; and

(b) The vehicle has been licensed and registered under
a law adopted by such tribal government; and

(c) Vehicle license number plates issued by the tribe
showing the initial or abbreviation of the name of the tribe
are displayed on the vehicle substantially as provided
therefor in this state; and

(d) The tribe has not elected to receive any Washington
state license plates for tribal government service vehicles
pursuant to RCW 46.16.020; and

(e) If required by the department, the tribe provides the
department with vehicle description and ownership informa-
tion similar to that required for vehicles registered in this
state, which may include the model year, make, model
series, body type, type of power (gasoline, diesel, or other),
VIN, and the license plate number assigned to each govern-
ment service vehicle licensed by that tribe.

(2) The provisions of this section are operative as to a
vehicle owned or leased by an Indian tribe located within
this state and used exclusively in tribal government service
only to the extent that under the laws of the tribe like
exemptions and privileges are granted to all vehicles duly li-

“censed under the laws of this state for operation of such

vehicles on all tribal roads within the tribe’s reservation. If
under the laws of the tribe, persons operating vehicles
licensed by this state are required to pay a license or regis-
tration fee or to carry or display vehicle license number
plates or a registration certificate issued by the tribe, the
tribal government shall comply with the provisions of this
state’s laws relating to the licensing and registration of vehi-
cles operating on the highways of this state. [1986 ¢ 30 §
2]

46.16.023 Ride-sharing vehicles—Special plates—
Gross misdemeanor. (1) Every owner or lessee of a
vehicle seeking to apply for an excise tax exemption under
RCW 82.08.0287, 82.12.0282, or 82.44.015 shall apply to
the director for, and upon satisfactory showing of eligibility,
receive in lieu of the regular motor vehicle license plates for
that vehicle, special plates of a distinguishing separate
numerical series or design, as the director shall prescribe. In
addition to paying all other initial fees required by law, each
applicant for the special license plates shall pay an additional
license fee of twenty-five dollars upon the issuance of such
plates. The special fee shall be deposited in the motor
vehicle fund. Application for renewal of the license plates
shall be as prescribed for the renewal of other vehicle
licenses. No renewal is required for vehicles exempted
under RCW 46.16.020.

(2) Whenever the ownership of a vehicle receiving
special plates under subsection (1) of this section is trans-
ferred or assigned, the plates shall be removed from the
motor vehicle, and if another vehicle qualifying for special
plates is acquired, the plates shall be transferred to that vehi-
cle for a fee of five dollars, and the director shall be
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immediately notified of the transfer of the plates. Otherwise
the removed plates shall be immediately forwarded to the
director to be canceled. Whenever the owner or lessee of a
vehicle receiving special plates under subsection (1) of this
section is for any reason relieved of the tax-exempt status,
the special plates shall immediately be forwarded to the
director along with an application for replacement plates and
the required fee. Upon receipt the director shall issue the
license plates that are otherwise provided by law.

(3) Any person who knowingly makes any false state-
ment of a material fact in the application for a special plate
under subsection (1) of this section is guilty of a gross
misdemeanor. [1993 ¢ 488 § 5; 1987 c 175 § 2.]

Finding—Annual recertification rule—Report—1993 c 488: See
notes following RCW 82.08.0287.

Effective date—1987 ¢ 175 § 2: "Section 2 of this act shall take
effect on January 1, 1988." [1987 c 175 § 4.]

46.16.025 Identification device for exempt farm
vehicles—Application for—Contents—Fee. Before any
"farm vehicle", as defined in RCW 46.04.181, shall operate
on or move along a public highway, there shall be displayed
upon it in a conspicuous manner a decal or other device, as
may be prescribed by the director of licensing and issued by
the department of licensing, which shall describe in some
manner the vehicle and identify it as a vehicle exempt from
the licensing requirements of this chapter. Application for
such identifying devices shall be made to the department on
a form furnished for that purpose by the director. Such
application shall be made by the owner or lessee of the
vehicle, or his duly authorized agent over the signature of
such owner or agent, and he shall certify that the statements
therein are true to the best of his knowledge. The applica-
tion must show:

(1) The name and address of the owner of the vehicle;

(2) The trade name of the vehicle, model, year, type of
body, the motor number or the identification number thereof
if such vehicle be a motor vehicle, or the serial number
thereof if such vehicle be a trailer;

(3) The purpose for which said vehicle is to be princi-
pally used;

(4) Such other information as shall be required upon
such application by the director; and

(5) Place where farm vehicle is principally used or
garaged.

A fee of five dollars shall be charged for and submitted
with such application for an identification decal as in this
section provided as to each farm vehicle which fee shall be
deposited in the motor vehicle fund and distributed pro-
portionately as otherwise provided for vehicle license fees
under RCW 46.68.030. Only one application need be made
as to each such vehicle, and the status as an exempt vehicle
shall continue until suspended or revoked for misuse, or
when such vehicle no longer is used as a farm vehicle.
(1979 c 158 § 139; 1967 ¢ 202 § 3.]

46.16.028 'Resident" defined—Vehicle registration
required. (1) For the purposes of vehicle license registra-
tion, a resident is a person who manifests an intent to live or
be located in this state on more than a temporary or transient
basis. Evidence of residency includes but is not limited to:
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(a) Becoming a registered voter in this state; or

(b) Receiving benefits under one of the Washington
public assistance programs; or

(c) Declaring that he or she is a resident for the purpose
of obtaining a state license or tuition fees at resident rates.

(2) The term "Washington public assistance programs"
referred to in subsection (1)(b) of this section includes only
public assistance programs for which more than fifty percent
of the combined costs of benefits and administration are paid
from state funds. Programs which are not included within
the term "Washington public assistance programs" pursuant
to the above criteria include, but are not limited to the food
stamp program under the federal food stamp act of 1964;
programs under the child nutrition act of 1966, 42 U.S.C.
Secs. 1771 through 1788; and aid to families with dependent
children, 42 U.S.C. Secs. 601 through 606.

(3) A resident of the state shall register under chapters
46.12 and 46.16 RCW a vehicle to be operated on the
highways of the state. New Washington residents shall be
allowed thirty days from the date they become residents as
defined in this section to procure Washington registration for
their vehicles. This thirty-day period shall not be combined
with any other period of reciprocity provided for in this
chapter or chapter 46.85 RCW. [1987 c 142 § 1; 1986 ¢
186 § 2; 1985¢ 353 § 1.]

Effective date—1985 c 353: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect

immediately, except for section 1 of this act, which shall take effect
September 1, 1985." [1985 ¢ 353 § 6.]

46.16.029 Purchasing vehicle with foreign plates.
It is unlawful to purchase a vehicle bearing foreign license
plates without removing and destroying the plates unless (1)
the out-of-state vehicle is sold to a Washington resident by
a resident of a jurisdiction where the license plates follow
the owner or (2) the out-of-state plates may be returned to
the jurisdiction of issuance by the owner for refund purposes
or (3) for such other reasons as the department may deem
appropriate by rule. [1987 c 142 § 2.]

46.16.030 Nonresident exemption—Reciprocity.
Except as is herein provided for foreign businesses, the
provisions relative to the licensing of vehicles and display of
vehicle license number plates and license registration
certificates shall not apply to any vehicles owned by nonresi-
dents of this state if the owner thereof has complied with the
law requiring the licensing of vehicles in the names of the
owners thereof in force in the state, foreign country, territory
or federal district of his or her residence; and the vehicle
license number plate showing the initial or abbreviation of
the name of such state, foreign country, territory or federal
district, is displayed on such vehicle substantially as is
provided therefor in this state. The provisions of this section
shall be operative as to a vehicle owned by a nonresident of
this state only to the extent that under the laws of the state,
foreign country, territory or federal district of his or her
residence, like exemptions and privileges are granted to
vehicles duly licensed under the laws of and owned by
residents of this state. If under the laws of such state,
foreign country, territory or federal district, vehicles owned
by residents of this state, operating upon the highways of
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such state, foreign country, territory or federal district, are
required to pay the license fee and carry the vehicle license
number plates of such state, foreign country, territory or
federal district, the vehicles owned by residents of such state,
foreign country, territory or federal district, and operating
upon the highways of this state, shall comply with the
provisions of this state relating to the licensing of vehicles.
Foreign businesses owning, maintaining, or operating places
of business in this state and using vehicles in connection
with such places of business, shall comply with the provi-
sions relating to the licensing of vehicles insofar as vehicles
used in connection with such places of business are con-
cerned. Under provisions of the international registration
plan, the nonmotor vehicles of member and nonmember
jurisdictions which are properly based and licensed in such
jurisdictions are granted reciprocity in this state as provided
in RCW 46.87.070(2). The director is empowered to make
and enforce rules and regulations for the licensing of
nonresident vehicles upon a reciprocal basis and with respect
to any character or class of operation. [1991 c 163 § 2;
1990 c 42 § 110; 1967 c 32 § 15; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.030.
Prior: 1937 c 188 § 23; RRS § 6312-23; 1931 ¢ 120 § 1;
1929 ¢ 99 § 4; 1921 c 96 § 11; 1919 ¢ 59 § 6; 1917 ¢ 155
§ 7,1915c 142 § 11; RRS § 6322]]

Purpose—Headings—Severability—Effective dates—Application—
Implementation—1990 c 42: See notes following RCW 82.36.025.

46.16.035 Exemptions—Private school buses. Any
bus or vehicle owned and operated by a private school or
schools meeting the requirements of RCW 28A.195.010 and
used by that school or schools primarily to transport children
to and from school or to transport children in connection
with school activities shall be exempt from the payment of
license fees for the licensing thereof as in this chapter
provided. A license issued by the department for such bus
or vehicle shall be considered an exempt license under RCW
82.44.010. [1990 c 33 § 584; 1980 c 88 § 1.]

Purpose—Statutory references—Severability—1990 c 33: See
RCW 28A.900.100 through 28A.900.102.

46.16.040 Form of application—Contents. Applica-
tion for original vehicle license shall be made on [a] form
furnished for the purpose by the department. Such applica-
tion shall be made by the owner of the vehicle or duly
authorized agent over the signature of such owner or agent,
and the applicant shall certify that the statements therein are
true to the best of the applicant’s knowledge. The applica-
tion must show:

(1) Name and address of the owner of the vehicle and,
if the vehicle is subject to a security agreement, the name
and address of the secured party;

(2) Trade name of the vehicle, model, year, type of
body, the identification number thereof;

(3) The power to be used—whether electric, steam, gas
or other power; :

(4) The purpose for which said vehicle is to be used and
the nature of the license required;

(5) The licensed gross weight for such vehicle which in
the case of for hire vehicles and auto stages with seating
capacity of more than six shall be the adult seating capacity
thereof, including the operator, as provided for in RCW
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46.16.111. In the case of motor trucks, tractors, and truck
tractors, the licensed gross weight shall be the gross weight
declared by the applicant pursuant to the provisions of RCW
46.16.111;

(6) The unladen weight of such vehicle, if it be a motor
truck or trailer, which shall be the shipping weight thereof
as given by the manufacturer thereof unless another weight
is shown by weight slip verified by a certified weighmaster,
which slip shall be attached to the original application;

(7) Such other information as shall be required upon
such application by the department. [1987 c 244 § 2; 1975
c 258 15; 1969 ex.s.c 170 § 2. Prior: 1967 ex.s.c 83 §
59; 1967 ¢ 32 § 16; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.040; prior: 1947 c
164 § 8; 1937 c 188 § 29; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-29;
1921 ¢ 96 § 5; 1919 c 178 § 1; 1919 ¢ 59 § 4; 1915 ¢ 142
§ 5; RRS § 6316.]

Severability—Effective dates—1967 ex.s. ¢ 83: See RCW 47.26.900
and 47.26.910.

46.16.045 Temporary permits—Authority—Fees.
(1) The department in its discretion may grant a temporary
permit to operate a vehicle for which application for registra-
tion has been made, where such application is accompanied
by the proper fee pending action upon said application by
the department.

(2) The department may authorize vehicle dealers
properly licensed pursuant to chapter 46.70 RCW to issue
temporary permits to operate vehicles under such rules and
regulations as the department deems appropriate.

(3) The fee for each temporary permit application
distributed to an authorized vehicle dealer shall be five
dollars, which shall be credited to the payment of registration
fees at the time application for registration is made.

(4) The payment of the registration fees to an authorized
dealer is considered payment to the state of Washington.
[1990 c 198 § 1; 1973 1Ist ex.s. ¢ 132 § 23; 1961 c 12 §
46.16.045. Prior: 1959 ¢ 66 § 1.] ,

Severability—1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 132: See RCW 46.16.900, 46.70.920.

46.16.047 Temporary permits—Form and con-
tents—Duration—Fees. Forms for such temporary permits
shall be prescribed and furnished by the department.
Temporary permits shall bear consecutive numbers, shall
show the name and address of the applicant, trade name of
the vehicle, model, year, type of body, identification number
and date of application, and shall be such as may be affixed
to the vehicle at the time of issuance, and remain on such
vehicle only during the period of such registration and until
the receipt of permanent license plates. The application shall
be registered in the office of the person issuing the permit

-and shall be forwarded by him to the department each day

together with the fee accompanying it.

A fee of fifty cents shall be charged by the person
authorized to issue such permit which shall be accounted for
in the same manner as the other fees collected by such
officers, provided that such fees collected by county auditors
or their agents shall be paid to the county treasurer in the
same manner as other fees collected by the county auditor
and credited to the county current expense fund. [1961 ¢ 12
§ 46.16.047. Prior: 1959 ¢ 66 § 2.]
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46.16.048 Temporary letter of authority for move-
ment of unlicensed vehicle for special community event.
The department in its discretion may issue a temporary letter
of authority authorizing the movement of an unlicensed
vehicle or the temporary usage of a special plate for the
purpose of promoting or participating in an event such as a
parade, pageant, fair, convention, or other special community
activity. The letter of authority may not be issued to or used
by anyone for personal gain, but public identification of the
sponsor or owner of the donated vehicle shall not be
considered to be personal gain. [1977 ¢ 25 § 2.]

46.16.060 License fee, general—Distribution of
proceeds—House-moving dollies. (1) Except for vehicles
already so taxed in RCW 46.16.070 and 46.16.085 or as
otherwise specifically provided by law for the licensing of
vehicles, there shall be paid and collected annually for each
registration year or fractional part thereof and upon each
vehicle a license fee of twenty-three dollars, but effective
with initial motor vehicle registrations that expire in January,
1989, and thereafter, the license fee shall be twenty-seven
dollars and seventy-five cents; however, if the vehicle was
previously licensed in this state and has not been registered
in another jurisdiction in the intervening period, the renewal
license fee shall be nineteen dollars, but effective with
vehicle license renewals that expire in January, 1989, and
thereafter, the renewal license fee shall be twenty-three
dollars and seventy-five cents. On all new and renewal
license fees, an additional fifty cents shall be collected and
remitted to the department for deposit into the department of
licensing services account of the motor vehicle fund. The
proceeds of such fees shall be distributed in accordance with
RCW 46.68.030. The fee for licensing each house-moving
dolly which is used exclusively for moving buildings or
homes on the highway under special permit as provided for
in chapter 46.44 RCW shall be twenty-five dollars, but
effective with licenses that expire in January, 1989, and
thereafter, the fee shall be twenty-nine dollars and seventy-
five cents, and no other fee shall be charged for the load
carried thereon.

(2) The department of licensing, county auditors, and
other authorized agents shall collect for any registration year
any increase in the fees authorized by this section for the
months of that registration year in which any such increase
is effective in the same manner and at the same time as such
fees for that registration year would otherwise be collected
as provided by law. [1992 c 216 § 4; 1987 1Ist exs. ¢ 9 §
3, 1985 ¢ 380 § 13; 1981 ¢ 342 § 8; 1975 Istex.s.c 118 §
3; 1969 ex.s.c 170 § 3; 1969 c 99 § 5; 1965 c 25 § 1; 1961
ex.s.c78§9; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.060. Prior: 1957 c 105 §
1; 1955 ¢ 384 § 11; 1951 c 150 § 17; 1949 c 220 § 8; 1937
c 188 § 16; 1931 c 140 § 1; part; 1921 c 96 § 15, part; 1919
c 46 § 1, part; 1917 c 155 § 10, part; 1915 c 142 § 15, part;
Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6312-16; RRS § 6326, part.]

Severability—Effective date—1987 1st ex.s. ¢ 9: See notes
following RCW 46.29.050.

Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.901.

Severability—1985 ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

Effective date—Severability—1981 c 342: See notes following
RCW 82.36.010.

Effective date—Severability—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: See notes
following RCW 46.16.006.

[Title 46 RCW—page 48]

Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles

Effective date—1965 c 25: "This act shall take effect January 1,
1966." [1965 c 25 § 6.]

Department of licensing services account: RCW 46.68.220.

Free license plates
Congressional Medal of Honor recipients: RCW 46.16.305.
disabled veterans, prisoners of war: RCW 73.04.110.
surviving spouse of prisoner of war: RCW 73.04.115.

46.16.061 Additional fees to help defray .costs of
studies. In addition to all other fees prescribed by law, a
fee of $.10 shall be paid for each motor vehicle not other-
wise taxed in RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.085.

The fee shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fund,
and shall be used by the legislative transportation committee
and the state department of transportation to help defray the
costs of special highway studies and other studies as provid-
ed for by law and for other necessary expenses of the
committee. [1985 ¢ 380 § 14; 1984 ¢ 7 § 49; 1963 ex.s. c
3§40]

Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.901.

Severability—1985 ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

Severability—1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.

46.16.063 Additional fee for recreational vehicles.
In addition to other fees for the licensing of vehicles there
shall be paid and collected annually for each camper, travel
trailer, and motor home as the same are defined in RCW
82.50.010 a fee of three dollars to be deposited in the RV
account of the motor vehicle fund. Under RCW 43.135.055,
the department of transportation may increase RV account
fees by a percentage that exceeds the fiscal growth factor.
After consultation with citizen representatives of the recre-
ational vehicle user community, the department of transpor-
tation may implement RV account fee adjustments no more
than once every four years. RV account fee adjustments
must be preceded by evaluation of the following factors:
Maintenance of a self-supporting program, levels of service
at existing RV sanitary disposal facilities, identified needs
for improved RV service at safety rest areas state-wide, sew-
age treatment costs, and inflation. If the department chooses
to adjust the RV account fee, it shall notify the department
of licensing six months before implementation of the fee
increase. Adjustments in the RV account fee must be in
increments of no more than fifty cents per biennium. [1996
c237§1;1980c 60 § 2.]

Effective date—1996 ¢ 237 § 1: "Section 1 of this act takes effect
with motor vehicle fees due or to become due September 1, 1996." [1996
c237§4.)

Effective date—1980 c 60: See note following RCW 47.38.050.

46.16.065 Small trailer license fee—Conditions. In
lieu of the fees provided in RCW 46.16.060, private passen-
ger car one or two-wheel trailers of two thousand pounds
gross weight or less, may be licensed upon the payment of
a license fee in the sum of four dollars and fifty cents or, if
the vehicle was previously licensed in this state and has not
been registered in another jurisdiction in the intervening
period, a renewal license fee in the sum of three dollars and
twenty-five cents, but only if such trailers are to be operated
upon the public highway by the owners thereof. It is the
intention of the legislature that this reduced license shall be
issued only as to trailers operated for personal use of the
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owners and not trailers held for rental to the public. [1975
Istex.s.c118 § 4; 1961 ex.s.c7 §10; 1961 c 12§
46.16.065. Prior: 1951 ¢ 269 § 7.]

Effective date—Severability—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: See notes
following RCW 46.16.006.

46.16.068 Trailing units—Permanent plates.
Trailing units which are subject to RCW 82.44.020(5) shall,
upon application, be issued a permanent license plate that is
valid until the vehicle is sold, permanently removed from the
state, or otherwise disposed of by the registered owner. The
fee for this license plate is thirty-six dollars. Upon the sale,
permanent removal from the state, or other disposition of a
trailing unit bearing a permanent license plate the registered
owner is required to return the license plate and registration
certificate to the department. Violations of this section or
misuse of a permanent license plate may subject the reg-
istered owner to prosecution or denial, or both, of future
permanent registration of any trailing units. This section
does not apply to any trailing units subject to the annual
excise taxes prescribed in RCW 82.44.020. The department
is authorized to adopt rules to implement this section for
leased vehicles and other applications as necessary. [1993
c123§4]

Effective date of 1993 ¢ 102 and ¢ 123—1993 sp.s. ¢ 23: See note
following RCW 46.16.070.

46.16.070 License fee on trucks, buses, and for hire
vehicles based on gross weight. (1) In lieu of all other
vehicle licensing fees, unless specifically exempt, and in
addition to the excise tax prescribed in chapter 82.44 RCW
and the mileage fees prescribed for buses and stages in RCW
46.16.125, there shall be paid and collected annually for each
truck, motor truck, truck tractor, road tractor, tractor, bus,
auto stage, or for hire vehicle with seating capacity of more
than six, based upon the declared combined gross weight or
declared gross weight thereof pursuant to the provisions of
chapter 46.44 RCW, the following licensing fees by such
gross weight:

DECLARED GROSS WEIGHT SCHEDULE A SCHEDULE B
40001bs. .............. $ 3700.......... $ 3700
6,0000bs. .............. $ 4400.......... $ 4400
80001Ibs. .............. $ 5500.......... $ 5500

10,0001bs. .............. $ 6200.......... $ 6200
120001bs. .............. $ T7200.......... $ 7200
140001bs. .............. $ 8200.......... $ 8200
16,0001bs. .............. $ 9200.......... -$ 92,00
180001bs. .............. $ 137.00.......... $ 137.00
20,0001bs. . ............. $ 15200.......... $ 152.00
22,0001bs. . ... ... $ 16400.......... $ 164.00
24,0001bs. .............. $ 17700.......... $ 177.00
26,0001bs. .............. $ 18700.......... $ 187.00
28,0001bs. . ............. $ 22000.......... $ 220.00
30,000 1bs. . ............. $ 25300.......... $ 253.00
3200010bs. .............. $ 30400.......... $ 30400
3400010bs. ... ... ...... $ 32300.......... $ 323.00
36,0001Ibs. .............. $ 35000.......... $ 350.00
38,000lbs. .............. $ 38400.......... $ 384.00
40,0001Ibs. .............. $ 43900.......... $ 439.00
42,00010bs. .............. $ 45600.......... $ 546.00
44,00010bs. .............. $ 46600.......... $ 556.00
46,0001bs. . ............. $ 50100.......... $ 591.00
48,0001Ibs. .............. $ 52200.......... $ 612.00
50,000 1bs. .............. $ 56600.......... $ 656.00
520001bs. .............. $ 59500.......... $ 68500
540001Ibs. .............. $ 64200.......... $ 73200
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56,0001bs. .............. $ 67700 .......... $ 767.00
58,000 1bs. .............. $ 70400.......... $ 794.00
60,000 Ibs. .............. $ 75000 .......... $ 840.00
62,000 1bs. .............. $ 80400.......... $ 894.00
64,0001bs. .............. $ 82200.......... $ 912.00
66,0001bs. .............. $ 91500.......... $ 1,005.00
68,000 1bs. .............. $ 95400.......... $ 1,044.00
70,000 1bs. .............. $ 102700 .......... $ 1,117.00
72,000 1bs. .............. $109800.......... $ 1,188.00
74,0001bs. .............. $ 1,193.00.......... $ 1,283.00
76,0001bs. .............. $128900.......... $ 1,379.00
78,00010bs. .............. $140700.......... $ 1,497.00
80,0001Ibs. .............. $151800.......... $ 1,608.00
82,000Mbs. .............. $1623.00.......... $ 1,713.00
84,0001bs. .............. $1,72800.......... $ 1,818.00
86,0001bs. .............. $183300.......... $ 1,923.00
88,0001bs. .............. 1,93800.......... $ 2,028.00
90,000 1bs. .............. $204300.......... $ 2,133.00
92,000 1bs. .............. $214800.......... $ 2,238.00
94,000 1bs. .............. $225300.......... $ 2,343.00
96,000 Ibs. .............. $235800.......... $ 2,448.00
98,0001bs. .............. $246300.......... $ 2,553.00
100,000 1bs. . ............. $256800.......... $ 2,658.00
102,000bs. .............. $2673.00.......... $ 2,763.00
104,0000bs. .............. $ 277800 .......... $ 2,868.00
105,500 Ibs. . ............. $288300.......... $ 2,973.00

Schedule A applies to vehicles either used exclusively
for hauling logs or that do not tow trailers. Schedule B
applies to vehicles that tow trailers and are not covered
under Schedule A.

Every truck, motor truck, truck tractor, and tractor
exceeding 6,000 pounds empty scale weight registered under
chapter 46.16, 46.87, or 46.88 RCW shall be licensed for not
less than one hundred fifty percent of its empty weight
unless the amount would be in excess of the legal limits pre-
scribed for such a vehicle in RCW 46.44.041 or 46.44.042,
in which event the vehicle shall be licensed for the maxi-
mum weight authorized for such a vehicle or unless the
vehicle is used only for the purpose of transporting any well
drilling machine, air compressor, rock crusher, conveyor,
hoist, donkey engine, cook house, tool house, bunk house, or
similar machine or structure attached to or made a part of
such vehicle.

The following provisions apply when increasing gross
or combined gross weight for a vehicle licensed under this
section:

(a) The new license fee will be one-twelfth of the fee
listed above for the new gross weight, multiplied by the
number of months remaining in the period for which
licensing fees have been paid, including the month in which
the new gross weight is effective.

(b) Upon surrender of the current certificate of registra-
tion or cab card, the new licensing fees due shall be reduced
by ‘the amount of the licensing fees previously paid for the
same period for which new fees are being charged.

(2) The proceeds from the fees collected under subsec-
tion (1) of this section shall be distributed in accordance
with RCW 46.68.035. [1994 c 262 § 8; 1993 sp.s. c 23 §
60. Prior: 1993 ¢ 123 § 5; 1993 ¢ 102 § 1; 1990 c 42 §
105; 1989 c 156 § 1; prior: 1987 Ist ex.s. c 9 § 4; 1987 ¢
244 § 3; 1986 c 18 § 4; 1985 c 380 § 15; 1975-"76 2nd exs.
c64 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 281 § 54, 1967 ex.s.c 118 § 1; 1967
ex.s. c 83 § 56; 1961 ex.s.c 7§ 11; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.070;
prior: 1957 ¢ 273 § 1; 1955 c 363 § 2; prior: 1951 c 269
§ 9; 1950 ex.s. ¢ 15 § 1, part; 1939 c 182 § 3, part; 1937 c
188 § 17, part; 1931 c 140 § 1, part; 1921 ¢ 96 § 15, part;

[Title 46 RCW—page 49]



46.16.070

1919 c 46 § 1, part; 1917 c 155 § 10, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 15,
part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6312-17, part; RRS § 6326, part.]

Effective date—1994 c 262 §§ 8, 28: "Sections 8 and 28 of this act
take effect July 1, 1994." [1994 c 262 § 29.]

Effective date of 1993 ¢ 102 and ¢ 123—1993 sp.s. ¢ 23: "Chapter
102, Laws of 1993 and chapter 123, Laws of 1993 each take effect January
1, 1994." [1993 sp.s. ¢ 23 § 66.]

Effective dates—1993 sp.s. ¢ 23: See note following RCW
43.89.010.

Purpase—Headings—Severability—Effective dates—Application—
Implementation—1990 c 42: See notes following RCW 82.36.025.

Application—1989 c 156: "This act first applies to the renewal of
vehicle registrations that have a December 1990 or later expiration date and
all initial vehicle registrations that are effective on or after January 1, 1990."
[1989 c 156 § 5.]

Severability—Effective date—1987 1st ex.s. ¢ 9: See notes
following RCW 46.29.050.

Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.901.

Severability—198S ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

Effective dates—1975-76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 64: "Sections 1, 2, and 5
through 24 of this 1976 amendatory act shall take effect on July 1, 1976,
and sections 3 and 4 of this 1976 amendatory act shall take effect on
January 1, 1977. All current and outstanding valid licenses and permits
held by licensees on July 1, 1976, shall remain valid until their expiration
dates, but renewals and original applications made after July 1, 1976, shall
be governed by the law in effect at the time such renewal or application is
made." [1975-'76 2nd exs. c 64 § 25.]

Severability—1975-76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 64: "If any provision of this 1976
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected.” [1975-'76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 26.]

Effective date—1969 ex.s. c 281: See note following RCW
46.88.010.

Severability—Effective dates—1967 ex.s. ¢ 83: See RCW 47.26.900
and 47.26.910.

46.16.071 Additional fees. (1) In addition to the fees
set forth in RCW 46.16.070, there shall be paid and collected
annually upon registration, a fee of one dollar for each truck,
motor truck, truck tractor, road tractor, tractor, bus, auto
stage, or for hire vehicle with seating capacity of more than
six, notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 46.16.070.

(2) In addition to the fees set forth in RCW 46.16.085,
there shall be paid and collected annually upon registration,
a fee of one dollar for each trailer, semitrailer, and pole
trailer, notwithstanding the provisions of RCW 46.16.085.

(3) The proceeds from the fees collected under subsec-
tions (1) and (2) of this section shall be deposited into the
highway safety fund, except that for each vehicle registered
by a county auditor or agent to a county auditor under RCW
46.01.140, the proceeds shall be credited to the current
county expense fund. [1996 c 315 § 4.]

Effective dates—1996 c 315 §§ 1,4, S: See note following RCW
46.01.140.

46.16.073 Federal heavy vehicle use tax. The
department may refuse registration of a vehicle if the
applicant has failed to furnish proof, acceptable to the
department, that the federal heavy vehicle use tax imposed
by section 4481 of the internal revenue code of 1954 has
been paid.

The department may adopt rules as deemed necessary to
administer this section. [1985¢ 79 § 1.]
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46.16.079 Fixed load motor vehicle equipped for
lifting or towing—Capacity fee in addition to and in lieu.
The licensee of any fixed load motor vehicle equipped for
lifting or towing any disabled, impounded, or abandoned
vehicle or part thereof, may pay a capacity fee of twenty-
five dollars in addition to all other fees required for the
annual licensing of motor vehicles in lieu of the licensing
fees provided in RCW 46.16.070. [1986 c 18 § S; 1975 ¢
25§16; 1963 c 18 § 1.]

Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

46.16.085 Commercial trailers, pole trailers—Fee in
lieu. In lieu of all other licensing fees, an annual license fee
of thirty-six dollars shall be collected in addition to the
excise tax prescribed in chapter 82.44 RCW for: (1) Each
trailer and semitrailer not subject to the license fee under
RCW 46.16.065 or the capacity fees under *RCW 46.16.080;
(2) every pole trailer. The proceeds from this fee shall be
distributed in accordance with RCW 46.68.035. This section
does not pertain to travel trailers or personal use trailers that
are not used for commercial purposes or owned by commer-
cial enterprises. [1991 c 163 § 3; 1989 c 156 § 2; 1987 c
244 § 4; 1986 c 18 § 8; 1985 ¢ 380 § 16.]

*Reviser’s note: RCW 46.16.080 was repealed by 1994 c 262 § 28,
effective July 1, 1994.

Application—1989 c 156: See note following RCW 46.16.070.
Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.901.
Severability—1985 ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

46.16.088 Transfer of license plates—Penalty.
Except as provided in RCW 46.16.290, the transfer of
license plates issued pursuant to this chapter between two or
more vehicles is a traffic infraction subject to a fine not to
exceed five hundred dollars. Any law enforcement agency
that determines that a license plate has been transferred
between two or more vehicles shall confiscate the license
plates and return them to the department for nullification
along with full details of the reasons for confiscation. Each
vehicle identified in the transfer will be issued a new license
plate upon application by the owner or owners thereof and
payment of the full fees and taxes. [1986 c 18 § 9; 1985 ¢
380 § 17.]

Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.901.

Severability—1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

46.16.090 Gross weight fees on farm vehicles—
Penalty. Motor trucks, truck tractors, and tractors may be
specially licensed based on the declared gross weight thereof
for the various amounts set forth in the schedule provided in
RCW 46.16.070 less twenty-three dollars; divide the differ-
ence by two and add twenty-three dollars, when such
vehicles are owned and operated by farmers, but only if the
following condition or conditions exist:

(1) When such vehicles are to be used for the transpor-
tation of the farmer’s own farm, orchard, or dairy products,
or the farmer’s own private sector cultured aquatic products
as defined in RCW 15.85.020, from point of production to
market or warehouse, and of supplies to be used on the
farmer’s farm. Fish other than those that are such private
sector cultured aquatic products and forestry products are not
considered as farm products; and/or
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(2) When such vehicles are to be used for the infrequent
or seasonal transportation by one farmer for another farmer
in the farmer’s neighborhood of products of the farm,
orchard, dairy, or aquatic farm owned by the other farmer
from point of production to market or warehouse, or supplies
to be used on the other farm, but only if transportation for
another farmer is for compensation other than money.
Farmers shall be permitted an allowance of an additional
eight thousand pounds, within the legal limits, on such
vehicles, when used in the transportation of the farmer’s own
farm machinery between the farmer’s own farm or farms and
for a distance of not more than thirty-five miles from the
farmer’s farm or farms.

The department shall prepare a special form of applica-
tion to be used by farmers applying for licenses under this
section, which form shall contain a statement to the effect
that the vehicle concerned will be used subject to the
limitations of this section. The department shall prepare
special insignia which shall be placed upon all such vehicles
to indicate that the vehicle is specially licensed, or may, in
its discretion, substitute a special license plate for such
vehicle for such designation.

Operation of such a specially licensed vehicle in
transportation upon public highways in violation of the
limitations of this section is a traffic infraction. [1989 ¢ 156
§ 3; 1986 ¢ 18 § 10. Prior: 1985 c 457 § 16; 1985 c 380
§ 18; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 45; 1977 ¢ 25 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 169
§ 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.090; prior: 1957 ¢ 273 § 13; 1955
c 363 § 6; prior: 1953 ¢ 227 § 1; 1951 c 269 § 12; 1950
ex.s. ¢ 15 § 1, part; 1949 ¢ 220 § 10, part; 1947 c 200 § 15,
part; 1941 ¢ 224 § 1, part; 1939 c 182 § 3, part; 1937 c 188
§ 17, part; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6312-17, part; 1931 c 140 §
1, part; 1921 c 96 § 15, part; 1919 c 46 § 1, part; 1917 c
155 § 10, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 15, part; RRS § 6326, part.]

Application—1989 c 156: See note following RCW 46.16.070.

Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.901.

Severability—1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Unprocessed agricultural products, license for transport: RCW 20.01.120.

46.16.111 Gross weight, how computed. The gross
weight in the case of any motor truck, tractor, or truck
tractor shall be the scale weight of the motor truck, tractor,
or truck tractor, plus the scale weight of any trailer, semi-
trailer, converter gear, or pole trailer to be towed thereby, to
which shall be added the weight of the maximum load to be
carried thereon or towed thereby as set by the licensee in the
application if it does not exceed the weight limitations pre-
scribed by chapter 46.44 RCW. If the sum of the scale
weight and maximum load of the trailer is not greater than
four thousand pounds, that sum shall not be computed as
part of the gross weight of any motor truck, tractor, or truck
tractor. Where the trailer is a utility trailer, travel trailer,
horse trailer, or boat trailer, for the personal use of the
owner of the truck, tractor, or truck tractor, and not for sale
or commercial purposes, the gross weight of such trailer and
its load shall not be computed as part of the gross weight of
any motor truck, tractor, or truck tractor. The weight of any
camper is exempt from the determination of gross weight in
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the computation of any licensing fees required under RCW
46.16.070.

The gross weight in the case of any bus, auto stage, or
for hire vehicle, except taxicabs, with a seating capacity over
six, shall be the scale weight of each bus, auto stage, and for
hire vehicle plus the seating capacity, including the
operator’s seat, computed at one hundred and fifty pounds
per seat.

If the resultant gross weight, according to this section,
is not listed in RCW 46:16.070, it shall be increased to the
next higher gross weight so listed pursuant to chapter 46.44
RCW. [1987 c 244 § S; 1986 c 18 § 11; 1971 exs. ¢ 231
§ 1; 1969 ex.s. c 170 § 6; 1967 ex.s. c 83 § 57.]

Effective date—1986 ¢ 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

Effective date—1971 ¢ 231: See note following RCW 46.01.130.

Severability—Effective dates—1967 ex.s. ¢ 83: See RCW 47.26.900
and 47.26.910.

46.16.121 Seating capacity fees on stages, for hire
vehicles. In addition to other fees for the licensing of
vehicles, there shall be paid and collected annually, for each
auto stage and for hire vehicle, except taxicabs, with a seat-
ing capacity of six or less the sum of fifteen dollars. [1967
ex.s. c 83 § 58.]

Severability—Effective dates—1967 ex.s. ¢ 83: See RCW 47.26.900
and 47.26.910.

46.16.125 Mileage fees on stages—Penalty. In
addition to the fees required by RCW 46.16.070, operators
of auto stages with seating capacity over six shall pay
quarterly, at the time they file gross earning returns with the
utilities and transportation commission, the sum of fifteen
cents for each one hundred vehicle miles operated by each
auto stage over the public highways of this state: PROVID-
ED, That in the case of each auto stage propelled by steam,
electricity, natural gas, diesel oil, butane or propane, the
payment required hereunder shall be twenty cents per one
hundred miles of such operation. The commission shall
transmit all such sums so collected to the state treasurer,
who shall deposit the same in the motor vehicle fund. Any
person failing to make any payment required by this section
shall be subject to a penalty of one hundred percent of the
payment due hereunder, in addition to any penalty provided
for failure to submit a quarterly report. Any penalties so
collected shall be credited to the public service revolving
fund. [1967 ex.s. c 83 § 60; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.125. Prior:
1951 ¢ 269 § 14.]

Severability—Effective dates—1967 ex.s. ¢ 83: See RCW 47.26.900
and 47.26.910.

46.16.135 Monthly license fee—Penalty. The annual
vehicle licensing fees as provided in RCW 46.16.070 for any
motor vehicle or combination of vehicles having a declared
gross weight in excess of twelve thousand pounds may be
paid for any full registration month or months at one-twelfth
of the usual annual fee plus two dollars, this sum to be
multiplied by the number of full months for which the fees
are paid if for less than a full year. An additional fee of two
dollars shall be collected each time a license fee is paid.

Operation of a vehicle licensed under the provisions of
this section by any person upon the public highways after
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the expiration of the monthly license is a traffic infraction,
and in addition the person shall be required to pay a license
fee for the vehicle involved covering an entire registration
year’s operation, less the fees for any registration month or
months of the registration year already paid. If, within five
days, no license fee for a full registration year has been paid
as required aforesaid, the Washington state patrol, county
sheriff, or city police shall impound such vehicle in such
manner as may be directed for such cases by the chief of the
Washington state patrol, until such requirement is met.
(1986 c 18 § 12; 1985 c 380 § 19; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 46;
1979 ¢ 134 § 1; 1975-"76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 3; 1975 1st ex.s.
c118 § 6; 1969 ex.s. c 170 § 7; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.135.
Prior: 1951 ¢ 269 § 16.]

Effective date—1986 c 18; 1985 c 380: See RCW 46.87.901.

Severability—1985 ¢ 380: See RCW 46.87.900.

Effective date—Severability—1979 exs. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Effective dates—Severability—1975-’76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 64: See notes
following RCW 46.16.070.

Effective date—Severability—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: See notes
following RCW 46.16.006.

46.16.140 Overloading licensed capacity—
Additional license—Penalties—Exceptions. It is a traffic
infraction for any person to operate, or cause, permit, or
suffer to be operated upon a public highway of this state any
bus, auto stage, motor truck, truck tractor, or tractor, with
passengers, or with a maximum gross weight, in excess of
that for which the motor vehicle or combination is licensed.

Any person who operates or causes to be operated upon
a public highway of this state any motor truck, truck tractor,
or tractor with a maximum gross weight in excess of the
maximum gross weight for which the vehicle is licensed
shall be deemed to have set a new maximum gross weight
and shall, in addition to any penalties otherwise provided, be
required to purchase a new license covering the new maxi-
mum gross weight, and any failure to secure such new
license is a traffic infraction. No such person may be
permitted or required to purchase the new license for a gross
weight or combined gross weight which would exceed the
maximum gross weight or combined gross weight allowed
by law. This section does not apply to for hire vehicles,
buses, or auto stages operating principally within cities and
towns. [1986 c 18 § 13; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 47; 1961 c 12
§ 46.16.140. Prior: 1955 c 384 § 16; 1951 c 269 § 18;
1937 c 188 § 25, part; RRS § 6312-25, part.]

Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

Effective date—Severability—1979 exs. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.16.145 Overloading licensed capacity—Penalties.
Any person violating any of the provisions of RCW
46.16.140 shall, upon a first offense, pay a penalty of not
less than twenty-five dollars nor more than fifty dollars;
upon a second offense pay a penalty of not less than fifty
dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, and in addition
the court may suspend the certificate of license registration
of the vehicle for not more than thirty days; upon a third and
subsequent offense pay a penalty of not less than one
hundred dollars nor more than two hundred dollars, and in
addition the court shall suspend the certificate of license
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registration of the vehicle for not less than thirty days nor
more than ninety days.

Upon ordering the suspension of any certificate of
license registration, the court or judge shall forthwith secure
such certificate and mail it to the director. [1979 exs. ¢ 136
§ 48; 1975-’76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 5; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.145.
Prior: 1951 ¢ 269 § 19; 1937 ¢ 188 § 25, part; RRS § 6312-
25, part.]

Rules of court: Moneiary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Effective dates—Severability—1975-76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 64: See notes
following RCW 46.16.070.

46.16.150 School buses exempt from load and seat
capacity fees. No provision of the law of this state shall be
construed to require for hire vehicle license or adult seating
capacity fees, either directly or indirectly for the transporta-
tion of school children or teachers, or both, to and from
school and other school activities, or either, whether the
same be done in motor vehicles owned, leased, rented or
used by the school authority or upon contract to furnish such
transportation: PROVIDED, That this section shall apply to
vehicles used exclusively for the purpose set forth and in the
event that any vehicle so used is also used for any other
purpose, such vehicle shall be appropriately licensed for such
other purpose, as required by this chapter. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.16.150. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 22; RRS § 6312-22]]

46.16.160 Vehicle trip permits—Restrictions and
requirements—Fees and taxes—Penalty—Rules. (Effec-
tive until January 1, 1997.) (1) The owner of a vehicle
which under reciprocal relations with another jurisdiction
would be required to obtain a license registration in this state
or an unlicensed vehicle which would be required to obtain
a license registration for operation on public highways of
this state may, as an alternative to such license registration,
secure and operate such vehicle under authority of a trip
permit issued by this state in lieu of a Washington certificate
of license registration, and licensed gross weight if applica-
ble. The licensed gross weight may not exceed eighty
thousand pounds for a combination of vehicles nor forty
thousand pounds for a single unit vehicle with three or more
axles. Trip permits may also be issued for movement of
mobile homes pursuant to RCW 46.44.170. For the purpose
of this section, a vehicle is considered unlicensed if the
licensed gross weight currently in effect for the vehicle or
combination of vehicles is not adequate for the load being
carried. Vebhicles registered under RCW 46.16.135 shall not
be operated under authority of trip permits in lieu of further
registration within the same registration year.

(2) Each trip permit shall authorize the operation of a
single vehicle at the maximum legal weight limit for such
vehicle for a period of three consecutive days commencing
with the day of first use. No more than three such permits
may be used for any one vehicle in any period of thirty
consecutive days. Every permit shall identify, as the
department may require, the vehicle for which it is issued
and shall be completed in its entirety and signed by the
operator before operation of the vehicle on the public
highways of this state. Correction of data on the permit
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such as dates, license number, or vehicle identification
number invalidates the permit. The trip permit shall be
displayed on the vehicle to which it is issued as prescribed
by the department.

(3) Vehicles operating under authority of trip permits
are subject to all laws, rules, and regulations affecting the
operation of like vehicles in this state.

(4) Prorate operators operating commercial vehicles on
trip permits in Washington shall retain the customer copy of
such permit for four years.

(5) Blank trip permits may be obtained from field
offices of the department of transportation, Washington state
patrol, department of licensing, or other agents appointed by
the department. For each permit issued, there shall be col-
lected a filing fee as provided by RCW 46.01.140, an
administrative fee of eight dollars, and an excise tax of one
dollar. If the filing fee amount of one dollar prescribed by
RCW 46.01.140 is increased or decreased after January 1,
1981, the administrative fee shall be adjusted to compensate
for such change to insure that the total amount collected for
the filing fee, administrative fee, and excise tax remain at ten
dollars. These fees and taxes are in lieu of all other vehicle
license fees and taxes. No exchange, credits, or refunds may
be given for trip permits after they have been purchased.

(6) The department may appoint county auditors or
businesses as agents for the purpose of selling trip permits
to the public. County auditors or businesses so appointed
may retain the filing fee collected for each trip permit to
defray expenses incurred in handling and selling the permits.

(7) A violation of or a failure to comply with any
provision of this section is a gross misdemeanor.

(8) The department of licensing may adopt rules as it
deems necessary to administer this section.

(9) All administrative fees and excise taxes collected
under the provisions of this chapter shall be forwarded by
the department with proper identifying detailed report to the
state treasurer who shall deposit the administrative fees to
the credit of the motor vehicle fund and the excise taxes to
the credit of the general fund. Filing fees will be forwarded
and reported to the state treasurer by the department as pre-
scribed in RCW 46.01.140. [1993 ¢ 102 § 2; 1987 c 244 §
6; 1981 c 318 § 1; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 22 § 5; 1975-°76 2nd ex.s.
c 64§ 6; 1969 ex.s. c 170 § 8; 1961 c 306 § 1; 1961 c 12
§ 46.16.160. Prior: 1957 ¢ 273 § 3; 1955 ¢ 384 § 17; 1949
c174 § 1, 1947 c 176 § 1; 1937 c 188 § 24; Rem. Supp.
1949 § 6312-24.]

Effective date of 1993 ¢ 102 and ¢ 123—1993 sp.s. ¢ 23: See note
following RCW 46.16.070.

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 22: See note following RCW 46.04.302.

Effective dates—Severability—1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 64: See notes
following RCW 46.16.070.

46.16.160 Vehicle trip permits—Restrictions and
requirements—Fees and taxes—Penalty—Rules. (Effec-
tive January 1, 1997.) (1) The owner of a vehicle which
under reciprocal relations with another jurisdiction would be
required to obtain a license registration in this state or an
unlicensed vehicle which would be required to obtain a
license registration for operation on public highways of this
state may, as an alternative to such license registration,
secure and operate such vehicle under authority of a trip
permit issued by this state in lieu of a Washington certificate
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of license registration, and licensed gross weight if applica-
ble. The licensed gross weight may not exceed eighty thou-
sand pounds for a combination of vehicles nor forty thou-
sand pounds for a single unit vehicle with three or more
axles. Trip permits may also be issued for movement of
mobile homes pursuant to RCW 46.44.170. For the purpose
of this section, a vehicle is considered unlicensed if the
licensed gross weight currently in effect for the vehicle or
combination of vehicles is not adequate for the load being
carried. Vebhicles registered under RCW 46.16.135 shall not
be operated under authority of trip permits in lieu of further
registration within the same registration year.

(2) Each trip permit shall authorize the operation of a
single vehicle at the maximum legal weight limit for such
vehicle for a period of three consecutive days commencing
with the day of first use. No more than three such permits
may be used for any one vehicle in any period of thirty
consecutive days, except that in the case of a recreational
vehicle as defined in RCW 43.22.335, no more than two trip
permits may be used for any one vehicle in a one-year
period. Every permit shall identify, as the department may

" require, the vehicle for which it is issued and shall be

completed in its entirety and signed by the operator before
operation of the vehicle on the public highways of this state.
Correction of data on the permit such as dates, license
number, or vehicle identification number invalidates the
permit. The trip permit shall be displayed on the vehicle to
which it is issued as prescribed by the department.

(3) Vehicles operating under authority of trip permits
are subject to all laws, rules, and regulations affecting the
operation of like vehicles in this state.

(4) Prorate operators operating commercial vehicles on
trip permits in Washington shall retain the customer copy of
such permit for four years.

(5) Trip permits may be obtained from field offices of
the department of transportation, Washington state patrol,
department of licensing, or other agents appointed by the
department. For each permit issued, there shall be collected
a filing fee as provided by RCW 46.01.140, an administra-
tive fee of eight dollars, and an excise tax of one dollar. If
the filing fee amount of one dollar prescribed by RCW
46.01.140 is increased or decreased after January 1, 1981,
the administrative fee shall be adjusted to compensate for
such change to insure that the total amount collected for the
filing fee, administrative fee, and excise tax remain at ten
dollars. These fees and taxes are in lieu of all other vehicle
license fees and taxes. No exchange, credits, or refunds may
be given for trip permits after they have been purchased.

(6) The department may appoint county auditors or
businesses as agents for the purpose of selling trip permits
to the public. County auditors or businesses so appointed
may retain the filing fee collected for each trip permit to
defray expenses incurred in handling and selling the permits.

(7) A violation of or a failure to comply with any
provision of this section is a gross misdemeanor.

(8) The department of licensing may adopt rules as it
deems necessary to administer this section.

(9) All administrative fees and excise taxes collected
under the provisions of this chapter shall be forwarded by
the department with proper identifying detailed report to the
state treasurer who shall deposit the administrative fees to
the credit of the motor vehicle fund and the excise taxes to
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the credit of the general fund. Filing fees will be forwarded
and reported to the state treasurer by the department as pre-
scribed in RCW 46.01.140. [1996 c 184 § 2; 1993 ¢ 102 §
2, 1987 c 244 § 6, 1981 c 318 § 1; 1977 ex.s.c 22 § §;
1975-"76 2nd ex.s. c 64 § 6; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 8; 1961 ¢
306 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.160. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 3;
1955 ¢ 384 § 17,1949 c 174 § 1; 1947 c 176 § 1; 1937 ¢
188 § 24; Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6312-24.]
Effective date—1996 c 184: See note following RCW 46.16.010.

Effective date of 1993 ¢ 102 and c 123—1993 sp.s. ¢ 23: See note
following RCW 46.16.070.

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 22: See note following RCW 46.04.302.

Effective dates—Severability—1975-"76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 64: See notes
following RCW 46.16.070.

46.16.170 Marking gross weight on vehicle. Every
motor truck, truck tractor, and tractor with a licensed gross
weight in excess of ten thousand pounds, shall have painted
or stenciled upon the outside thereof, in a conspicuous place,
in letters not less than two inches high, the maximum gross
weight or combined gross weight for which the same is
licensed, as provided in this chapter. It is unlawful for the
owner or operator of any vehicle to display a maximum
gross weight or combined gross weight other than that
shown on the current certificate of license registration of the
vehicle. [1988 ¢ 56 § 2; 1986 c 18 § 14; 1961 c 12 §
46.16.170. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 19; RRS § 6312-19.]

Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

46.16.180 Unlawful to carry passengers for hire
without license. It shall be unlawful for the owner or
operator of any. vehicle not licensed annually for hire or as
an auto stage and for which additional seating capacity fee
as required by this chapter has not been paid, to carry
passengers therein for hire. [1961 c 12 § 46.16.180. Prior:
1937 c 188 § 20; RRS § 6312-20.]

46.16.200 Applications to agents—Transmittal to
director. Upon receipt by agents of the director, including
county auditors, of original applications for vehicle license
accompanied by the proper fees, such agents shall, if the
applications are in proper form and accompanied by such
information as may be required by the director, immediately
forward them, together with the fees to the director. [1961
c 12 § 46.16.200. Prior: 1955c¢ 259 § 1; 1955 c 89 § 4;
1947 c 164 § 10; 1937 c 188 § 33; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
6312-33; 1921 c 96 § 6, part; 1917 c 155 § 4, part; 1915 ¢
142 § 6, part; RRS § 6317, part.]

46.16.210 Original applications—Renewals—Fees—
Preissuance, when. (1) Upon receipt of the application and
proper fee for original vehicle license, the director shall
make a recheck of the application and in the event that there
is any error in the application it may be returned to the
county auditor or other agent to effectively secure the
correction of such error, who shall return the same corrected
to the director.

(2) Application for the renewal of a vehicle license shall
be made to the director or his agents, including county
auditors, by the registered owner on a form prescribed by the
director. The application must be accompanied by the

[Title 46 RCW—page 54]

Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles

certificate of registration for the last registration period in
which the vehicle was registered in Washington unless the
applicant submits a preprinted application mailed from
Olympia, and the payment of such license fees and excise
tax as may be required by law. Such application shall be
handled in the same manner and the fees transmitted to the
state treasurer in the same manner as in the case of an
original application. Any such application which upon
validation becomes a renewal certificate need not have
entered upon it the name of the lien holder, if any, of the
vehicle concerned.

(3) Persons expecting to be out of the state during the
normal forty-five day renewal period of a vehicle license
may secure renewal of such vehicle license and have license
plates or tabs preissued by making application to the director
or his agents upon forms prescribed by the director. The
application must be accompanied by the certificate of
registration for the last registration period in which the
vehicle was registered in Washington and be accompanied
by such license fees, and excise tax as may be required by
law.

(4) Application for the annual renewal of a vehicle
license number plate to the director or his agents shall not be
required for those vehicles owned, rented, or leased by the
state of Washington, or by any county, city, town, school
district, or other political subdivision of the state of Wash-
ington. [1994 ¢ 262 § 9; 1977 ¢ 8 § 1. Prior: 1975 Ist
ex.s.c 169 § 6; 1975 Istex.s.c 118 § 8; 1969 ex.s.c 75 §
1; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.210; prior: 1957 ¢ 273 § 5; 1955 ¢ 89
§ 2,1953¢c 2528 3;1947 c 164 § 11; 1937 c 188 § 34,
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-34.]

Effective date—Severability—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: See notes
following RCW 46.16.006.

46.16.212 Notice of liability insurance requirement.
The department of licensing shall notify the public of the
requirements of RCW 46.30.020 through 46.30.040 at the
time of new vehicle registration and when the department
sends a registration renewal notice. [1989 ¢ 353 § 10.]

Severability—Effective date—1989 ¢ 353: See RCW 46.30.900 and
46.30.901.

46.16.216 Payment of parking fines required for
renewal. (1) To renew a vehicle license, an applicant shall
satisfy all listed standing, stopping, and parking violations
for the vehicle incurred while the vehicle was registered in
the applicant’s name and forwarded to the department
pursuant to RCW 46.20.270(3). For the purposes of this
section, "listed” standing, stopping, and parking violations
include only those violations for which notice has been
received from local agencies by the department one hundred
twenty days or more before the date the vehicle license
expires and that are placed on the records of the department.
Notice of such violations received by the department later
than one hundred twenty days before that date that are not
satisfied shall be considered by the department in connection
with any applications for license renewal in any subsequent
license year. The renewal application may be processed by
the department or its agents only if the applicant:

(a) Presents a preprinted renewal application showing no
listed standing, stopping, and parking violations, or in the ab-
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sence of such presentation, the agent verifies the information
that would be contained on the preprinted renewal applica-
tion; or

(b) If listed standing, stopping, and parking violations
exist, presents proof of payment and pays a fifteen dollar
surcharge.

(2) The surcharge shall be allocated as follows:

(a) Ten dollars shall be deposited in the motor vehicle
fund to be used exclusively for the administrative costs of
the department of licensing; and

(b) Five dollars shall be retained by the agent handling
the renewal application to be used by the agent for the
administration of this section.

(3) If there is a change in the registered owner of the
vehicle, the department shall forward the information
regarding the change to the local charging jurisdiction and
release any hold on the renewal of the vehicle license
resulting from parking violations incurred while the certifi-
cate of license registration was in a previous registered
owner’s name.

(4) The department shall send to all registered owners
of vehicles who have been reported to have outstanding
listed parking violations, at the time of renewal, a statement
setting out the dates and jurisdictions in which the violations
occurred as well as the amounts of unpaid fines and penal-
ties relating to them and the surcharge to be collected.
[1990 2nd ex.s.c 1 § 401; 1984 c 224 § 1.]

Severability—1990 2nd ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW
82.14.300.

Severability—1984 ¢ 224: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1984 c 224 § 5.]

Effective date—1984 c 224: "This act shall take effect on July 1,
1984." [1984 c 224 § 6.]

46.16.220 Time of renewal of licenses—Duration.
Vehicle licenses and vehicle license number plates may be
renewed for the subsequent registration year on and after the
forty-fifth day prior to the end of the current registration
year and must be used and displayed from the date of issue
or from the day of the expiration of the preceding registra-
tion year, whichever date is later. [1991 c 339 § 20; 1975
Istex.s.c 118§ 9; 1969 ex.s.c 170§ 9; 1961 c 12 §
46.16.220. Prior: 1957 ¢ 261 § 8; 1955¢c 89 § 1; 1953 ¢
252 § 4; 1947 c 164 § 12; 1937 c 188 § 35; Rem. Supp.
1947 § 6312-35; 1921 c 96 § 7, part; RRS § 6318, part;
1921 ¢ 6 § 1, part; 1916 ¢ 142 § 7, part.]

Effective date—Severability—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: See notes
following RCW 46.16.006.

46.16.225 Adjustment of vehicle registration periods .

to stagger renewal periods. Notwithstanding any provision
of law to the contrary, the department may extend or
diminish vehicle license registration periods for the purpose
of staggering renewal periods. Such extension or diminish-
ment of a vehicle license registration period shall be by rule
of the department adopted in accordance with the provisions
of chapter 34.05 RCW. The rules may provide for the
omission of any classes or classifications of vehicle from the
staggered renewal system and may provide for the gradual
introduction of classes or classifications of vehicles into the
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system. The rules shall provide for the collection of
proportionately increased or decreased vehicle license regis-
tration fees and of excise or property taxes required to be
paid at the time of registration.

It is the intent of the legislature that there shall be
neither a significant net gain nor loss of revenue to the state
general fund or the motor vehicle fund as the result of
implementing and maintaining a staggered vehicle regis-
tration system. [1986 ¢ 18 § 15; 1979 c 158 § 140; 1975 1st

"ex.s.c 118 § 2.]

Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

Effective date—Severability—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: See notes
following RCW 46.16.006.

46.16.230 License plates furnished. The director
shall furnish to all persons making satisfactory application
for vehicle license as provided by law, two identical vehicle
license number plates each containing the vehicle license
number to be displayed on such vehicle as by law required:
PROVIDED, That if the vehicle to be licensed is a trailer,
semitrailer or motorcycle only one vehicle license number
plate shall be issued for each thereof. The number and plate
shall be of such size and color and shall contain such sym-
bols indicative of the registration period for which the same
is issued and of the state of Washington, as shall be deter-
mined and prescribed by the director. Any vehicle license
number plate or plates issued to a dealer shall contain
thereon a sufficient and satisfactory indication that such
plates have been issued to a dealer in vehicles. All vehicle
license number plates may be obtained by the director from
the metal working plant of a state correctional facility or
from any source in accordance with existing state of Wash-
ington purchasing procedures.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section,
the director may, in his discretion and under such rules and
regulations as he may prescribe, adopt a type of vehicle
license number plates whereby the same shall be used as
long as legible on the vehicle for which issued, with provi-
sion for tabs or emblems to be attached thereto or elsewhere
on the vehicle to signify renewals, in which event the term
"vehicle license number plate” as used in any enactment
shall be deemed to include in addition to such plate the tab
or emblem signifying renewal except when such plate
contains the designation of the current year without reference
to any tab or emblem. Renewals shall be effected by the
issuance and display of such tab or emblem. [1992 ¢ 7 §
41; 1975 ¢c 25 § 19; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.16.230. Prior: 1957 c
261 § 9; 1949 c 90 § 1; 1939 c 182 § 5; 1937 c 188 § 28;
Rem. Supp. 1949 § 6312-28; 1921 ¢ 96 § 12; 1921 c 6 § 2;
1919 ¢ 59 § 7, 1917 c 155 § 8; 1915 c 142 § 12; RRS §
6323]

46.16.235 State name not abbreviated. Vehicle
license number plates issued by the state of Washington
commencing with the next general issuance of such plates
shall be so designed as to designate the name of the state of
Washington in full without abbreviation. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 78 §
2]

46.16.237 Reflectorized materials—Fee. All vehicle
license number plates issued after January 1, 1968, or such
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earlier date as the director may prescribe with respect to
plates issued in any county, shall be treated with fully
reflectorized materials designed to increase the visibility and
legibility of such plates at night. In addition to all other fees
prescribed by law, there shall be paid and collected for each
vehicle license number plate treated with such materials, the
sum of fifty cents and for each set of two plates, the sum of
one dollar: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, One plate is available
only to those vehicles that by law require only one plate.
Such fees shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fund.
[1987 ¢ 52 § 1; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 145 § 60.]
Severability—1967 ex.s. ¢ 145: See RCW 47.98.043.

46.16.240 Attachment of plates to vehicles—
Violations enumerated. The vehicle license number plates
shall be attached conspicuously at the front and rear of each
vehicle for which the same are issued and in such a manner
that they can be plainly seen and read at all times: PRO-
VIDED, That if only one license number plate is legally
issued for any vehicle such plate shall be conspicuously at-
tached to the rear of such vehicle. Each vehicle license
number plate shall be placed or hung in a horizontal position
at a distance of not less than one foot nor more than four
feet from the ground and shall be kept clean so as to be
plainly seen and read at all times: PROVIDED, HOWEV-
ER, That in cases where the body construction of the vehicle
is such that compliance with this section is impossible,
permission to deviate therefrom may be granted by the state
patrol. It shall be unlawful to display upon the front or rear
of any vehicle, vehicle license number plate or plates other
than those furnished by the director for such vehicle or to
display upon any vehicle any vehicle license number plate or
plates which have been in any manner changed, altered,
disfigured or have become illegible. License plate frames
may be used on vehicle license number plates only if the
frames do not obscure license tabs or identifying letters or
numbers on the plates and the plates can be plainly seen and
read at all times. It is unlawful to use any holders, frames,
or any materials that in any manner change, alter, or make
the vehicle license number plates illegible. It shall be
unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle unless there
shall be displayed thereon valid vehicle license number
plates attached as herein provided. [1987 ¢ 330 § 704; 1987
c 142 § 3; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 10; 1967 c 32 § 18; 1961 c 12
§ 46.16.240. Prior: 1947 c 89 § 1; 1937 c 188 § 36; Rem.
Supp. 1947 § 6312-36.]

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

Reviser’s note: This section was amended by 1987 c 142 § 3 and by
1987 ¢ 330 § 704, each without reference to the other. Both amendments
are incorporated in the publication of this section pursuant to RCW
1.12.025(2). For rule of construction, see RCW 1.12.025(1).

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 ¢ 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

46.16.260 License registration certificate—Signature
required—Carried in vehicle—Penalty—Inspection—
Exception. A certificate of license registration to be valid
must have endorsed thereon the signature of the registered
owner (if a firm or corporation, the signature of one of its
officers or other duly authorized agent) and must be carried
in the vehicle for which it is issued, at all times in the
manner prescribed by the department. It shall be unlawful
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for any person to operate or have in his possession a vehicle
without carrying thereon such certificate of license registra-
tion. Any person in charge of such vehicle shall, upon
demand of any of the local authorities or of any police
officer or of any representative of the department, permit an
inspection of such certificate of license registration. This
section does not apply to a vehicle for which annual renewal
of its license plates is not required and which is marked in
accordance with the provisions of RCW 46.08.065. [1986
c 18§ 16; 1979 ex.s.c 113 § 3; 1969 ex.s. c 170 § 11; 1967
c32819;1961 c 12 § 46.16.260. Prior: 1955 c 384 § 18;
1937 c 188 § 8; RRS § 6312-8.]
Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

46.16.270 Replacement of plates—Fee. Replacement
plates issued after January 1, 1987, will be centennial plates
as described in RCW 46.16.650. The total replacement plate
fee including the one dollar per plate centennial plate fee
shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fund.

Upon the loss, defacement, or destruction of one or both
of the vehicle license number plates issued for any vehicle
where more than one plate was originally issued or where
one or both have become so illegible or in such a condition
as to be difficult to distinguish, or upon the owner’s option,
the owner of the vehicle shall make application for new
vehicle license number plates upon a form furnished by the
director. The application shall be filed with the director or
the director’s authorized agent, accompanied by the certifi-
cate of license registration of the vehicle and a fee in the
amount of three dollars per plate, whereupon the director, or
the director’s authorized agent, shall issue new vehicle
license number plates to the applicant. It shall be accompa-
nied by a fee of two dollars for a new motorcycle license
number plate. In the event the director has issued license
period tabs or a windshield emblem instead of vehicle
license number plates, and upon the loss, defacement, or
destruction of the tabs or windshield emblem, application
shall be made on a form provided by the director and in the
same manner as above described, and shall be accompanied
by a fee of one dollar for each pair of tabs or for each
windshield emblem, whereupon the director shall issue to the
applicant a duplicate pair of tabs, year tabs, and when
necessary month tabs or a windshield emblem to replace
those lost, defaced, or destroyed. For vehicles owned,
rented, or leased by the state of Washington or by any
county, city, town, school district, or other political subdivi-
sion of the state of Washington or United States government,
or owned or leased by the governing body of an Indian tribe
as defined in RCW 46.16.020, a fee shall be charged for
replacement of a vehicle license number plate only to the
extent required by the provisions of RCW 46.16.020,
46.16.061, 46.16.237, and 46.01.140. For vehicles owned,
rented, or leased by foreign countries or international bodies
to which the United States government is a signatory by
treaty, the payment of any fee for the replacement of a
vehicle license number plate shall not be required. [1990 c
250 § 32; 1987 ¢ 178 § 2. Prior: 1986 c 280 § 4; 1986 c
30§ 3; 1975 Istex.s.c 169 § 7; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 78 § 1; 1961
c 12 § 46.16.270; prior: 1951 c 269 § 6; 1947 c 164 § 13;
1937 ¢ 188 § 37; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-37; 1929 c 99 §
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6; 1921 c 96 § 14; 1919¢c 59 § 8, 1915c 142 § 14; RRS §
6325.)
Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.16.276 Implementing rules. The director may
make and enforce rules to implement this chapter. [1986 c
30§4.]

46.16.280 Sale, loss, or destruction of commercial
vehicle—Credit for unused fee—Change in license
classification. In case of loss, destruction, sale, or transfer
of any motor vehicle with a registered gross weight in excess
of twelve thousand pounds and subject to the license fees
under RCW 46.16.070, the registered owner thereof may,
under the following conditions, obtain credit for the unused
portion of the licensing fee paid for the vehicle or may trans-
fer such credit to the new owner if desired:

(1) The licensing fee paid for the motor vehicle will be
reduced by one-twelfth for each calendar month and fraction
thereof elapsing between the first month of the current
registration year in which the motor vehicle was registered
and the month the registrant surrenders the vehicle’s registra-
tion certificate for the registration year to the department or
an authorized agent of the department.

(2) If any such credit is less than fifteen dollars, no
credit may be given.

(3) The credit may only be applied against the licensing
fee liability due under RCW 46.16.070 for the replacement
motor vehicle or if such credit was transferred to the new
owner, it shall remain with the vehicle. The credit may only
be used during the registration year from which it was ob-
tained.

(4) In no event is such credit subject to refund.

Whenever any vehicle has been so altered as to change
its license classification in such a manner that the vehicle
license number plates are rendered improper, the current
license plates shall be surrendered to the department. New
license plates shall be issued upon application accompanied
by a one dollar fee in addition to any other or different
charge by reason of licensing under a new classification.
Such application shall be on forms prescribed by the
department and forwarded with the proper fee to the depart-
ment or the office of a duly authorized agent of the depart-
ment. [1987 c 244 § 7; 1986 c 18 § 17; 1967 c 32 § 20;
1961 c 12 § 46.16.280. Prior: 1947 c 164 § 14; 1937 c 188
§ 38; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-38.]

Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

46.16.290 License certificate and plates follow
vehicle on transfer—Exceptions. In any case of a valid
sale or transfer of the ownership of any vehicle, the right to
the certificates properly transferable therewith, except as pro-
vided in RCW 46.16.280, and to the vehicle license plates
passes to the purchaser or transferee. It is unlawful for the
holder of such certificates, except as provided in RCW
46.16.280, or vehicle license plates to fail, neglect, or refuse
to endorse the certificates and deliver the vehicle license
plates to the purchaser or transferee. If the sale or transfer
is of a vehicle licensed by the state or any county, city,
town, school district, or other political subdivision entitled to
exemption as provided by law, or, if the vehicle is licensed
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with personalized plates, amateur radio operator plates,
medal of honor plates, disabled person plates, disabled
veteran plates, or prisoner of war plates, the vehicle license
plates therefor shall be retained and may be displayed upon
a vehicle obtained in replacement of the vehicle so sold or
transferred. [1986 c 18 § 18; 1983 ¢ 27 § 2; 1961 c 12 §
46.16.290. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 39; RRS § 6312-39; 1931
c 138§ 2, 1929 c 99 § 3; 1921 c 96 § 8; 1919 ¢c 59 § S;
1917 ¢ 155 § 5; 1915 c 142 § 8; RRS § 6319.]
Effective date—1986 c 18: See RCW 46.87.901.

46.16.301 Special license plates—Authority of
department. (1) The department may create, design, and
issue special license plates that may be used in lieu of
regular or personalized license plates for motor vehicles
required to display two motor vehicle license plates, exclud-
ing vehicles registered under chapter 46.87 RCW, upon
terms and conditions established by the department. The
special plates may:

(a) Denote the age or type of vehicle; or

(b) Denote special activities or interests; or

(c) Denote the status, or contribution or sacrifice for the
United States, the state of Washington, or the citizens of the
state of Washington, of a registered owner of that vehicle; or

(d) Display a depiction of the name and mascot or
symbol of a state university, regional university, or state
college as defined in RCW 28B.10.016.

(2) The department shall create, design, and issue a
special baseball stadium license plate that may be used in
lieu of regular or personalized license plates for motor
vehicles required to display two motor vehicle license plates,
excluding vehicles registered under chapter 46.87 RCW,
upon terms and conditions established by the department.
The special plates shall commemorate the construction of a
baseball stadium, as defined in RCW 82.14.0485. The
department shall also issue to each recipient of a special
baseball stadium license plate a certificate of participation in
the construction of the baseball stadium.

(3) The department has the sole discretion to determine
whether or not to create, design, or issue any series of
special license plates, other than the special baseball stadium
license plate under subsection (2) of this section, and
whether any interest or status merits the issuance of a series
of special license plates. In making this determination, the
department shall consider whether or not an interest or status
contributes or has contributed significantly to the public
health, safety, or welfare of the citizens of the United States
or of this state or to their significant benefit, or whether the
interest or status is recognized by the United States, this
state, or other states, in other settings or contexts. The
department may also consider the potential number of
persons who may be eligible for the plates and the cost and
efficiency of producing limited numbers of the plates. The
design of a special license plate shall conform to all require-
ments for plates for the type of vehicle for which it is
issued, as provided elsewhere in this chapter. [1995 3rd
sp.s.c 1§ 102; 1994 ¢ 194 § 2; 1990 ¢ 250 § 1.]

Part headings not law—Effective date—1995 3rd sp.s. ¢ 1: See
notes following RCW 82.14.0485.

Effective dates—1990 ¢ 250 §§ 1-13: "Sections 1 through 9, and 11
through 13 of this act shall take effect on January 1, 1991. Section 10 of
this act shall take effect on July 1, 1990." [1990 c 250 § 93.]
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Severability—1990 ¢ 250: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision: to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1990 ¢ 250 § 92.]

State contribution for baseball stadium limited: RCW 82.14.0486.

46.16.305 Special license plates—Continuance of
earlier issues—Conditions for current issues. The
department shall continue to issue, under RCW 46.16.301
and the department’s rules implementing RCW 46.16.301
through 46.16.332, the categories of special plates issued by
the department under the sections repealed under section *13
(1) through (7), chapter 250, Laws of 1990. Special license
plates issued under those repealed sections before January 1,
1991, are valid to the extent and under the conditions
provided in those repealed sections. The following condi-
tions, limitations, or requirements apply to certain special
license plates issued after January 1, 1991:

(1) A horseless carriage plate and a plate or plates
issued for collectors’ vehictes more than thirty years old,
upon payment of the initial fees required by law and the
additional special license plate fee established by the de-
partment, are valid for the life of the vehicle for which
application is approved by the department. When a single
plate is issued, it shall be displayed on the rear of the
vehicle.

(2) The department may issue special license plates
denoting amateur radio operator status only to persons
having a valid official radio operator license issued for a
term of five years by the federal communications commis-
sion.

(3) The department shall issue one set of special license
plates to each resident of this state who has been awarded
the Congressional Medal of Honor for use on a passenger
vehicle registered to that person. The department shall issue
the plate without the payment of any fees.

(4) The department may issue for use on only one motor
vehicle owned by the qualified applicant special license
plates denoting that the recipient of the plate is a survivor of
the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, to persons
meeting all of the following criteria:

(a) Is a resident of this state;

(b) Was a member of the United States Armed Forces
on December 7, 1941,

(c) Was on station on December 7, 1941, during the
hours of 7:55 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. Hawaii time at Pearl Harbor,
the island of Oahu, or offshore at a distance not to exceed
three miles;

(d) Received an honorable discharge from the United
States Armed Forces; and

(e) Is certified by a Washington state chapter of the
Pearl Harbor survivors association as satisfying the qualifica-
tions in (c) of this subsection.

The department may issue such plates to the surviving
spouse of any deceased Pearl Harbor survivor who met the
requirements of this subsection. If the surviving spouse
remarries, he or she shall return the special plates to the
department within fifteen days and apply for regular plates.
The surviving spouse must be a resident of this state.

The department shall issue these plates upon payment
by the applicant of all other license fees, but the department
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may not set or charge an additional fee for these special
license plates under RCW 46.16.313.

(5) The department shall replace, free of charge, special
license plates issued under subsections (3) and (4) of this
section if they are lost, stolen, damaged, defaced, or de-
stroyed. Such plates shall remain with the persons upon
transfer or other disposition of the vehicle for which they
were initially issued, and may be used on another vehicle
registered to the recipient in accordance with the provisions
of RCW 46.16.316(1). [1990 ¢ 250 § 2.]

*Reviser’s note: Section 12, not section 13, of chapter 250, Laws of
1990 repealed earlier statutes dealing with special license plates.

Effective dates—1990 c 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.16.307 Collectors’ vehicles—Use restrictions. A
collectors’ vehicle licensed under RCW 46.16.305(1) may
only be used for participation in club activities, exhibitions,
tours, parades, and occasional pleasure driving. [1996 ¢ 225
§ 11.]

Finding—1996 c 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.16.309 Special license plates—Application.
Persons applying to the department for special license plates
shall apply on forms obtained from the department and in
accordance with RCW 46.16.040. The applicant shall
provide all information as is required by the department in
order to determine the applicant’s eligibility for such special
license plates and for administration of RCW 46.16.301
through 46.16.332. [1990 ¢ 250 § 3.]

Effective dates—1990 c 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.16.313 Special license plates—Fees. (1) The
department may establish a fee for each type of special
license plates issued under RCW 46.16.301(1) (a), (b), or (c)
in an amount calculated to offset the cost of production of
the special license plates and the administration of this
program. The fee shall not exceed thirty-five dollars and is
in addition to all other fees required to register and license
the vehicle for which the plates have been requested. All
such additional special license plate fees collected by the
department shall be deposited in the state treasury and
credited to the motor vehicle fund.

(2) In addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid
upon application, registration, and renewal registration of a
motor vehicle, the holder of a collegiate license plate shall
pay a fee of thirty dollars. The department shall deduct an
amount not to exceed two dollars of each fee collected under
this subsection for administration and collection expenses
incurred by it. The remaining proceeds, minus the cost of
plate production, shall be remitted to the custody of the state
treasurer with a proper identifying detailed report. The state
treasurer shall credit the funds to the appropriate collegiate
license plate fund as provided in RCW 28B.10.890.

(3) Except as set forth under subsection (4) of this
section, in addition to all fees and taxes required to be paid
upon application, registration, and renewal registration of a
motor vehicle, the holder of a special baseball stadium
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license plate shall pay a fee of thirty dollars. The depart-
ment shall deduct an amount not to exceed two dollars of
each fee collected under this subsection for administration
and collection expenses incurred by it. The remaining
proceeds, minus the cost of plate production, shall be distrib-
uted to a county for the purpose of paying the principal and
interest payments on bonds issued by the county to construct
a baseball stadium, as defined in RCW 82.14.0485, including
reasonably necessary preconstruction costs, while the taxes
are being collected under RCW 82.14.360. After this date,
the state treasurer shall credit the funds to the state general
fund.

(4) Until June 30, 1997, in addition to all fees and taxes
required to be paid upon application, registration, and
renewal registration of a motor vehicle, the holder of a
special baseball stadium license plate shall pay a fee of forty
dollars. The department shall deduct an amount not to
exceed twelve dollars of each fee collected under this
subsection for license plate administration and collection
expenses incurred by it. The remaining proceeds shall be
distributed to a county for the purpose of paying the princi-
pal and interest payments on bonds issued by the county to
construct a baseball stadium, as defined in RCW 82.14.0485,
including reasonably necessary preconstruction costs, while
the taxes are being collected under RCW 82.14.360. After
this date, the state treasurer shall credit the funds to the state
general fund. [1996 c 165 § 506; 1995 3rd sp.s. c 1 § 103;
1994 ¢ 194 § 4; 1990 c 250 § 4.]

Severability—1996 ¢ 165: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of

the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1996 ¢ 165 § 510.]

Effective date—1996 c¢ 165: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect
immediately [March 28, 1996]." [1996 c 165 § 511.]

Part headings not law—Effective date—1995 3rd sp.s. ¢ 1: See
notes following RCW 82.14.0485.

Effective dates—1990 ¢ 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.
State contribution for baseball stadium limited: RCW 82.14.0486.

46.16.316 Special license plates—Transfer of
vehicle—Replacement plates. Except as provided in RCW
46.16.305:

(1) When a person who has been issued a special
license plate or plates under RCW 46.16.301 sells, trades, or
otherwise transfers or releases ownership of the vehicle upon
which the special license plate or plates have been displayed,
he or she shall immediately report the transfer of such plate
or plates to an acquired vehicle or vehicle eligible for such
plates pursuant to departmental rule, or he or she shall
surrender such plates to the department immediately if such
surrender is required by departmental rule. If a person
applies for a transfer of the plate or plates to another eligible
vehicle, a transfer fee of five dollars shall be charged in
addition to all other applicable fees. Such transfer fees shall
be deposited in the motor vehicle fund. Failure to surrender
the plates when required is a traffic infraction.

(2) If the special license plate or plates issued by the de-
partment become lost, defaced, damaged, or destroyed,
application for a replacement special license plate or plates
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shall be made and fees paid as provided by law for the
replacement of regular license plates. [1990 ¢ 250 § 5.]
Effective dates—1990 ¢ 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.
Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.16.319 Veterans and military personnel—
Remembrance emblems. (1) The department shall issue
upon payment of a fee and proof from an honorably dis-
charged veteran, veterans with honorable military service, or
military personnel on active duty in the armed service, a
remembrance emblem depicting a tribute or message and the
American flag.

(2) Veterans and military personnel who served in our
nation’s wars and conflicts can, upon request and payment
of a fee and proof of service, receive a remembrance
emblem depicting the campaign ribbon they were awarded.
The following campaign ribbon remembrance emblems will
be available: World War I victory medal; Asiatic-Pacific
campaign medal, WWII; European-African-Middle East
campaign medal, WWII; American campaign medal, WWII;
Korean service medal; Vietnam service medal; Armed Forces
Expeditionary, after 1958. The director may adopt additional
campaign ribbon remembrance emblems by rule.

(3) The remembrance emblem will be displayed upon
vehicle license plates in the manner prescribed by the
department.

(4) A veteran or military personnel requesting a remem-
brance emblem from the department shall provide a copy of
his or her discharge papers (DD-214) or military orders
indicating their military status and campaign ribbon awarded
along with payment of the fee. A veteran or military
personnel requesting a remembrance emblem must be a legal
or registered owner of the vehicle on which remembrance
emblems are to be displayed. [1991 ¢ 339 § 11; 1990 c 250
§61]

Effective dates—1990 c 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.16.324 Collegiate license plates. Effective January
1, 1995, a state university, regional university, or state
college as defined in RCW 28B.10.016 may apply to the
department, in a form prescribed by the department, and
request the department to issue a series of collegiate license
plates depicting the name and mascot or symbol of the
college or university, as submitted and approved for use by
the requesting institution. [1994 c 194 § 3.]

46.16.327 License plate emblems—Material, display
requirements. Vehicle license plate emblems and veteran
remembrance emblems shall use fully reflectorized materials
designed to provide visibility at night. Emblems shall be
designed to be affixed to a vehicle license number plate by
pressure-sensitive adhesive so as not to obscure the plate
identification numbers or letters.

Emblems will be issued for display on the front and rear
license number plates. Single emblems will be issued for
vehicles authorized to display one license number plate.
[1990 ¢ 250 § 8.]
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Effective dates—1990 c 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.16.332 ' License plate emblems—Fees. (1) The
director may adopt fees to be charged by the department for
emblems issued by the department under RCW 46.16.319.

(2) The fee for each remembrance emblem issued under
RCW 46.16.319 shall be in an amount sufficient to offset the
costs of production of remembrance emblems and the
administration of that program by the department plus an
amount for use by the department of veterans affairs, not to
exceed a total fee of twenty-five dollars per emblem.

(3) The veterans’ emblem account is created in the
custody of the state treasurer. All receipts by the department
from the issuance of remembrance emblems under RCW
46.16.319 shall be deposited into this fund. Expenditures
from the fund may be used only for the costs of production
of remembrance emblems and administration of the program
by the department of licensing, with the balance used only
by the department of veterans affairs for projects that pay
tribute to those living veterans and to those who have died
defending freedom in our nation’s wars and conflicts and for
the upkeep and operations of existing memorials, as well as
for planning, acquiring land for, and constructing future
memorials. Only the director of licensing, the director of
veterans affairs, or their designees may authorize expendi-
tures from the fund. The fund is subject to allotment
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW, but no appropriation
is required for expenditures. [1994 ¢ 194 § S; 1990 c 250
§9.]

Effective dates—1990 c 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.16.335 Special license plates and emblems—
Rules. The director shall adopt rules to implement RCW
46.16.301 through 46.16.332, including setting of fees.
(1990 ¢ 250 § 10.]

Effective dates—1990 c 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.16.340 A mateur radio operator plates—
Information furnished to various agencies. The director,
from time to time, shall fumish the state military department,
the department of community, trade, and economic develop-
ment, the Washington state patrol, and all county sheriffs a
list of the names, addresses, and license plate or radio station
call letters of each person possessing the special amateur
radio station license plates so that the facilities of such radio
stations may be utilized to the fullest extent in the work of
these governmental agencies. [1995 ¢ 391 § 8; 1986 c 266
§ 49; 1985 c 7 § 112; 1974 ex.s. c 171 § 43; 1967 ¢ 32 §
23; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.16.340. Prior: 1957 c 145 § 3.]

Effective date—1995 c 391: See note following RCW 38.52.005.

Severability—1986 ¢ 266: See note following RCW 38.52.005.

46.16.350 Amateur radio operator plates—
Expiration or revocation of radio license—Penalty. Any
radio amateur operator who holds a special call letter license
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plate as issued under RCW 46.16.301 through 46.16.316, and
who has allowed his or her federal communications commis-
sion license to expire, or has had it revoked, must notify the
director in writing within thirty days and surrender his or her
call letter license plate. Failure to do so is a traffic infrac-
tion. [1990 ¢ 250 § 11; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 49; 1967 c 32 §
24; 1961 c 12 § 46.16.350. Prior: 1957 c 145 § 4.]

Effective dates—1990 ¢ 250 §§ 1-13: See note following RCW
46.16.301.

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.16.371 Special plates for honorary consul,
foreign government representative. (1) Every honorary
consul or official representative of any foreign government
who is a citizen or resident of the United States of America,
duly licensed and holding an exequatur issued by the
department of state of the United States of America is enti-
tled to apply to the director for, and upon satisfactory
showing, and upon payment of regular license fees and
excise tax, to receive, in lieu of the regular motor vehicle
license plates, such special plates of a distinguishing color
and running in a separate numerical series, as the director
shall prescribe. Application for renewal of the license plates
shall be as prescribed for the license renewal of other
vehicles.

(2) Whenever the owner or lessee as provided in
subsection (1) of this section transfers or assigns his interest
or title in the motor vehicle to which the special plates were
attached, the plates shall be removed from the motor vehicle,
and if another vehicle is acquired, attached thereto, and the
director shall be immediately notified of the transfer of the
plates; otherwise the removed plates shall be immediately
forwarded to the director to be destroyed. Whenever the
owner or lessee as provided in subsection (1) of this section
is for any reason relieved of his duties as an honorary consul
or official representative of a foreign government, he shall
immediately forward the special plates to the director, who
shall upon receipt thereof provide such plates as are other-
wise provided by law. [1987 ¢ 237 § 1.]

46.16.374 Taipei Economic and Cultural Office—
Special plates. (1) If the eligible applicant bears the entire
cost of plate production, the department shall provide for the
issuance of special license plates, in lieu of regular motor
vehicle license plates, for passenger vehicles having
manufacturers’ rated carrying capacities of one ton or less
that are owned or leased by an officer of the Taipei Econom-
ic and Cultural Office. The department shall issue the
special license plates in a distinguishing color, running in a
separate numerical series, and bearing the words "Foreign
Organization." A vehicle for which special license plates are
issued under this section is exempt from regular license fees
under RCW 46.16.060, excise tax under RCW 82.44.020,
and any additional vehicle license fees imposed under RCW
82.80.020.

(2) Whenever the owner or lessee as provided in
subsection (1) of this section transfers or assigns the interest
or title in the motor vehicle for which the special plates were
issued, the plates must be removed from the motor vehicle,
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and if another qualified vehicle is acquired, attached to that
vehicle, and the director must be immediately notified of the
transfer of the plates; otherwise the removed plates must be
immediately forwarded to the director to be destroyed.
Whenever the owner or lessee as provided in subsection (1)
of this section is for any reason relieved of his or her duties
as a representative of a recognized foreign organization, he
or she shall immediately forward the special plates to the
director, who shall upon receipt dispose of the plates as
otherwise provided by law. [1996 ¢ 139 § 1.]

46.16.376 Taipei Economic and Cultural Office—

Fee exemption. A motor vehicle owned or leased by an -

officer of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office eligible
for a special license plate under RCW 46.16.374 is exempt
from the payment of license fees for the licensing of the
vehicle as provided in this chapter. [1996 c 139 § 2.]

46.16.381 Special parking privileges for disabled
persons—Penalties for unauthorized use or parking. (1)
The director shall grant special parking privileges to any
person who has a disability that limits or impairs the ability
to walk and meets one of the following criteria, as deter-
mined by a licensed physician:

(a) Cannot walk two hundred feet without stopping to
rest;

(b) Is severely limited in ability to walk due to arthritic,
neurological, or orthopedic condition;

(c) Is so severely disabled, that the person cannot walk
without the use of or assistance from a brace, cane, another
person, prosthetic device, wheelchair, or other assistive
device;

(d) Uses portable oxygen;

(e) Is restricted by lung disease to such an extent that
forced expiratory respiratory volume, when measured by
_ spirometry is less than one liter per second or the arterial
oxygen tension is less than sixty mm/hg on room air at rest;

(f) Impairment by cardiovascular disease or cardiac
condition to the extent that the person’s functional limita-
tions are classified as class III or IV under standards
accepted by the American Heart Association; or

(g) Has a disability resulting from an acute sensitivity
to automobile emissions which limits or impairs the ability
to walk. The personal physician of the applicant shall
document that the disability is comparable in severity to the
others listed in this subsection.

(2) Persons who qualify for special parking privileges
are entitled to receive from the department of licensing a
removable windshield placard bearing the international
symbol of access. The department shall design the placard
to be displayed when the vehicle is parked by suspending it
from the rearview mirror, or in the absence of a rearview
mirror the card may be displayed on the dashboard of any
vehicle used to transport the disabled person. Instead of
regular motor vehicle license plates, disabled persons are
entitled to receive special license plates bearing the interna-
tional symbol of access for one vehicle registered in the
disabled person’s name. Disabled persons who are not
issued the special license plates are entitled to receive a
~ second special placard. Persons who have been issued the
parking privileges and who are using a vehicle or are riding
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in a vehicle displaying the special license plates or placard
may park in places reserved for mobility disabled persons.
The director shall adopt rules providing for the issuance of
special placards and license plates to public transportation
authorities, nursing homes licensed under chapter 18.51
RCW, boarding homes licensed under chapter 18.20 RCW,
senior citizen centers, private nonprofit agencies as defined
in chapter 24.03 RCW, and vehicles registered with the
department as cabulances that regularly transport disabled
persons who have been determined eligible for special
parking privileges provided under this section. The director
may issue special license plates for a vehicle registered in
the name of the public transportation authority, nursing
home, boarding homes, senior citizen center, private non-
profit agency, or cabulance service if the vehicle is primarily
used to transport persons with disabilities described in this
section. Public transportation authorities, nursing homes,
boarding homes, senior citizen centers, private nonprofit
agencies, and cabulance services are responsible for insuring
that the special placards and license plates are not used
improperly and are responsible for all fines and penalties for
improper use.

(3) Whenever the disabled person transfers or assigns
his or her interest in the vehicle, the special license plates
shall be removed from the motor vehicle. If another vehicle
is acquired by the disabled person and the vehicle owner
qualifies for a special plate, the plate shall be attached to the
vehicle, and the director shall be immediately notified of the
transfer of the plate. If another vehicle is not acquired by
the disabled person, the removed plate shall be immediately
surrendered to the director.

(4) The special license plate shall be renewed in the
same manner and at the time required for the renewal of
regular motor vehicle license plates under this chapter. No
special license plate may be issued to a person who is
temporarily disabled. A person who has a condition expect-
ed to improve within six months may be issued a temporary
placard for a period not to exceed six months. The director
may issue a second temporary placard during that period if
requested by the person who is temporarily disabled. If the
condition exists after six months a new temporary placard
shall be issued upon receipt of a new certification from the
disabled person’s physician. The parking placard of a
disabled person shall be renewed, when required by the
director, by satisfactory proof of the right to continued use
of the privileges.

(5) Additional fees shall not be charged for the issuance
of the special placards. No additional fee may be charged
for the issuance of the special license plates except the
regular motor vehicle registration fee and any other fees and
taxes required to be paid upon registration of a motor
vehicle.

(6) Any unauthorized use of the special placard or the
special license plate is a misdemeanor.

(7) It is a parking infraction, with a monetary penalty of
one hundred seventy-five dollars for any person to park a
vehicle in a parking place provided on private property
without charge or on public property reserved for physically
disabled persons without a special license plate or placard.
If a person is charged with a violation, the person shall not
be determined to have committed an infraction if the person
produces in court or before the court appearance the special
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license plate or placard required under this section. A local
jurisdiction providing on-street parking places reserved for
physically disabled persons may impose by ordinance time
restrictions on the use of these parking places.

(8) The penalty imposed under subsection (7) of this
section shall be used by that local jurisdiction exclusively for
law enforcement. The court may also impose an additional
penalty sufficient to reimburse the local jurisdiction for any
costs it may have incurred in removal and storage of the
improperly parked vehicle.

(9) It is a misdemeanor for any person to willfully
obtain a special license plate or placard in a manner other
than that established under this section. [1995 c 384 § 1;
1994 ¢ 194 § 6; 1993 ¢ 106 § 1; 1992 c 148 § 1; 1991 c 339
§21;1990c 24 § 1; 1986 c 96 § 1; 1984 c 154 § 2.]

Intent—1984 ¢ 154: "The legislature intends to extend special

parking privileges to persons with disabilities that substantially impair
mobility." [1984 c 154 § 1.]

Application—1984 ¢ 154: "This act applies to special license plates,
cards, or decals issued after June 7, 1984. Nothing in this act invalidates
special license plates, cards, or decals issued before June 7, 1984." [1984
c154§ 9]}

Severability—1984 ¢ 154: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1984 c 154 § 10.]

Accessible parking spaces required: RCW 70.92.140.

46.16.390 Special plate or card issued by another
jurisdiction. A special license plate or card issued by
another state or country that indicates an occupant of the
vehicle is disabled, entitles the vehicle on or in which it is
displayed and being used to transport the disabled person to
lawfully park in a parking place reserved for physically
disabled persons pursuant to chapter 70.92 RCW or authority
implemental thereof. [1991 ¢ 339 § 22; 1984 ¢ 51 § 1.]

46.16.450 Appeals to superior court from suspen-
sion, revocation, cancellation, or refusal of license or
certificate. See RCW 46.12.240.

46.16.460 Nonresident members of armed forces—
Issuance of temporary license. Upon the payment of a fee
of ten dollars therefor, the department of licensing shall issue
a temporary motor vehicle license for a motor vehicle in this
state for a period of forty-five days when such motor vehicle
has been or is being purchased by a nonresident member of
the armed forces of the United States and an application,
accompanied with prepayment of required fees, for out of
state registration has been made by the purchaser. [1979 c
158 § 141; 1967 ¢ 202 § 4.]

46.16.470 Temporary license—Display. The tempo-
rary license provided for in RCW 46.16.460 shall be carried
on the interior of the motor vehicle in such a way as to be
clearly visible from outside the vehicle. [1967 ¢ 202 § 5.]

46.16.480 Nonresident members of armed forces—
Exemption from sales, use, or motor vehicle excise
taxes—Extent of exemption. The original purchaser of a
motor vehicle, for which a temporary license as provided in
RCW 46.16.460 has been issued, shall not be subject to the
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sales tax, use tax, or motor vehicle excise tax during the ef-
fective period of such license or thereafter unless the motor
vehicle, after the effective period of such license, is still in
this state or within a period of one year after the effective
period of such license is returned to this state. [1967 c 202
§6.]

Motor vehicle excise tax: Chapter 82.44 RCW.

46.16.490 Nonresident members of armed forces—
Rules and regulations—Proof. The department of licensing
shall prescribe rules and regulations governing the adminis-
tration of RCW 46.16.460 through 46.16.490. The depart-
ment may require that adequate proof of the facts asserted in
the application for a temporary license shall be made before
the temporary license shall be granted. [1979 c 158 § 142;
1967 ¢ 202 § 7.]

46.16.500 Liability of operator, owner, lessee for
violations. Whenever an act or omission is declared to be
unlawful in chapter 46.16 RCW, if the operator of the
vehicle is not the owner or lessee of such vehicle, but is so
operating or moving the vehicle with the express or implied
permission of the owner or lessee, then the operator and/or
owner or lessee are both subject to the provisions of this
chapter with the primary responsibility to be that of the
owner or lessee.

If the person operating the vehicle at the time of the
unlawful act or omission is not the owner or lessee of the
vehicle, such person is fully authorized to accept the citation
and execute the promise to appear on behalf of the owner or
lessee. [1980 c 104 § 3; 1969 ex.s.c 69 § 2.]

46.16.505 Campers—License and plates—
Application—Fee. It shall be unlawful for a person to
operate any vehicle equipped with a camper over and along
a public highway of this state without first having obtained
and having in full force and effect a current and proper
camper license and displaying a camper license number plate
therefor as required by law: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That
if a camper is part of the inventory of a manufacturer or
dealer and is unoccupied at all times, and a dated demon-
stration permit, valid for no more than seventy-two hours is
carried in the motor vehicle at all times it is operated by any
such individual, such camper may be demonstrated if carried
upon an appropriately licensed vehicle.

Application for an original camper license shall be made
on a form furnished for the purpose by the director. Such
application shall be made by the owner of the camper or his
duly authorized agent over the signature of such owner or
agent, and he shall certify that the statements therein are true
and to the best of his knowledge. The application must
show:

(1) Name and address of the owner of the camper;

(2) Trade name of the camper, model, year, and the
serial number thereof;

(3) Such other information as the director requires.

There shall be paid and collected annually for each
registration year or fractional part thereof and upon each
camper a license fee or, if the camper was previously
licensed in this state and has not been registered in another
jurisdiction in the intervening period, a renewal license fee.
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Such license fee shall be in the sum of four dollars and
ninety cents, and such renewal license fee shall be in the
sum of three dollars and fifty cents.

Except as otherwise provided for in this section, the
provisions of chapter 46.16 RCW shall apply to campers in
the same manner as they apply to vehicles. [1975 Ist ex.s.
c 118 § 11; 1975 ¢c 41 § 1; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 231 § 7.]

Effective date—Severability—1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 118: See notes
following RCW 46.16.006.

Effective date—1971 ex.s. ¢ 231: See note following RCW
46.01.130.

46.16.560 Personalized license plates—Defined.
- Personalized license plates, as used in this chapter, means
license plates that have displayed upon them the registration
number assigned to the vehicle or camper for which such
registration number was issued in a combination of letters or
numbers, or both, requested by the owner of the vehicle or
camper in accordance with this chapter. [1975 ¢ 59 § 1;
1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 200 § 2.]

Personalized license plates—Legislative declaration: "It is declared
-to be the public policy of the state of Washington to direct financial
resources of this state toward the support and aid of the wildlife resources
existing within the state of Washington in order that the general welfare of
these inhabitants of the state be served. For the purposes of *this chapter,
wildlife resources are understood to be those species of wildlife other than

that managed by the department of fisheries under their existing jurisdiction
as well as all unclassified marine fish, shellfish, and marine invertebrates

which shall remain under the jurisdiction of the director of fisheries. The

legislature further finds that the preservation, protection, perpetuation, and
enhancement of such wildlife resources of the state is of major concem to
it, and that aid for a satisfactory environment and ecological balance in this
state for such wildlife resources serves a public interest, purpose, and desire.

It is further declared that such preservation, protection, perpetuation,
and enhancement can be fostered through financial support derived on a
voluntary basis from those citizens of the state of Washington who wish to
assist in such objectives; that a desirable manner of accomplishing this is
through offering personalized license plates for certain vehicles and campers
the fees for which are to be directed to the state wreasury to the credit of the
state **game fund for the furtherance of the programs, policies, and
activities of the state **game department in preservation, protection,
perpetuation, and enhancement of the wildlife resources that abound within
the geographical limits of the state of Washington.

In particular, the legislature recognizes the benefit of this program to
be specifically directed toward those species of wildlife including but not
limited to song birds, protected wildlife, rare and endangered wildlife,
aquatic life, and specialized-habitat types, both terrestrial and aquatic, as
well as all unclassified marine fish, shellfish, and marine invertebrates
which shall remain under the jurisdiction of the director of fisheries that
exist within the limits of the state of Washington." [1975 ¢ 59 § 7; 1973
Ist ex.s. ¢ 200 § 1. Formerly RCW 77.12.175.]

Reviser’s note: *(1) The term "this chapter” refers to chapter 77.12
RCW, where this section was originally codified, pursuant to legislative
directive, as RCW 77.12.175. It was subsequently decodified by 1980 ¢ 78
§ 32.

**(2) References to the "game fund" and "department of game" mean
the "wildlife fund" and "department of wildlife." See note following RCW
77.04.020.

46.16.565 Personalized license plates—Application.
Any person who is the registered owner of a passenger
motor vehicle, a motor truck, a trailer, a camper, a private
bus, or a motorcycle registered with the department, exclud-
ing proportionally registered vehicles, or who makes applica-
tion for an original registration or renewal registration of
such vehicle or camper may, upon payment of the fee
prescribed in RCW 46.16.585, apply to the department for
personalized license plates, in the manner described in RCW
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. additional fee of twenty dollars:

46.16.505

46.16.580, which plates shall be affixed to the vehicle or
camper for which registration is sought in lieu of the regular
license plates. [1985c 173 § 1; 1983 c 27 § 4; 1975 ¢ 59
§ 2; 1973 1Ist ex.s. ¢ 200 § 3.]

46.16.570 Personalized license plates—Design. The
personalized license plates shall be the same design as
regular license plates, and shall consist of numbers or letters,
or any combination thereof not exceeding seven positions
unless proposed by the department and approved by the
Washington state patrol and not less than one position, to the
extent that there are no conflicts with existing passenger,
commercial, trailer, motorcycle, or special license plates
series or with the provisions of RCW 46.16.230 or
46.16.235: PROVIDED, That the maximum number of
positions on personalized license plates for motorcycles shall
be designated by the department. [1986 ¢ 108 § 1; 1983 1st
ex.s.c24§ 1; 1975 ¢ 59 § 3; 1973 Istex.s. ¢ 200 § 4.]

Effective dates—1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 24: "Section 2 of this act is
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and
safety, the support of state government and its existing public institutions,
and shall take effect on July 1, 1983. Section 1 of this act takes effect on
July 1, 1984." [1983 Ist ex.s. c 24 § 4] "Section 2 of this act” consisted
of the amendment to RCW 46.16.605 by 1983 Ist ex.s. ¢ 24. "Section | of

this act" consisted of the amendment to RCW 46.16.570 by 1983 st ex.s.
c24.

46.16.575 Personalized license plates—Issuance to
registered owner only. Personalized license plates shall be
issued only to the registered owner of a vehicle on which
they are to be displayed. [1973 Ist ex.s. ¢ 200 § 5.]

46.16.580 Personalized license plates—Application
requirements. An applicant for issuance of personalized
license plates or renewal of such plates in the subsequent
year pursuant to this chapter shall file an application therefor
in such form and by such date as the department may
require, indicating thereon the combination of letters or
numbers, or both, requested as a vehicle license plate
number. There shall be no duplication or conflict with exist-
ing or projected vehicle license plate series or other number-
ing systems for records kept by the department, and the
department may refuse to issue any combination of letters or
numbers, or both, that may carry connotations offensive to
good taste and decency or which would be misleading or a
duplication of license plates provided for in chapter 46.16
RCW. [1973 Ist ex.s. ¢ 200 § 6.]

46.16.585 Personalized license plates—Fees—
Renewal—Penalty. In addition to the regular registration
fee, and any other fees and taxes required to be paid upon
registration, the applicant shall be charged a fee of thirty
dollars. In addition to the regular renewal fee, and in
addition to any other fees and taxes required to be paid, the
applicant for a renewal of such plates shall be charged an
PROVIDED, That any
person who purchased personalized license plates containing
three letters and three digits on or between the dates of
August 9, 1971, and November 6, 1973, shall not be
required to pay the additional annual renewal fee of twenty
dollars commencing with the year 1976. All personalized
license plates must be renewed on an annual basis, regard-
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less of whether a vehicle on which they are displayed will
not be driven on public highways or may also be eligible to
display permanent license plates valid for the life of such
vehicle without annual renewal. Personalized license plates
that are not renewed must be surrendered to the department,
and failure to do so is a traffic infraction. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 136
§ 51; 1975 ¢ 59 § 4; 1973 1Ist ex.s. ¢ 200 § 7.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.16.590 Personalized license plates—Transfer
fees. Whenever any person who has been issued personal-
ized license plates applies to the department for transfer of
such plates to a subsequently acquired vehicle or camper
eligible for personalized license plates, a transfer fee of five
dollars shall be charged in addition to all other appropriate
fees. Such transfer fees shall be deposited in the motor
vehicle fund. [1975 ¢ 59 § 5; 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 200 § 8.]

46.16.595 Personalized license plates—Transfer or
surrender upon sale or release of vehicle—Penalty. When
any person who has been issued personalized license plates
sells, trades, or otherwise releases ownership of the vehicle
upon which the personalized license plates have been
displayed, he shall immediately report the transfer of such
plates to an acquired vehicle or camper eligible for personal-
ized license plates, pursuant to RCW 46.16.590, or he shall
surrender such plates to the department forthwith and release
his priority to the letters or numbers, or combination thereof,
displayed on the personalized license plates. Failure to
surrender such plates is a traffic infraction. [1979 exs. ¢
136 § 52; 1975 ¢ 59 § 6; 1973 1st ex.s. c 200 § 9.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.16.600 Personalized license plates—Rules and
regulations. The director of licensing may establish such
rules and regulations as may be necessary to carry out the
purposes of RCW 46.16.560 through 46.16.595. [1979 c 158
§ 143; 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 200 § 10.]

46.16.605 Personalized license plates—Disposition
of fees—Costs. All revenue derived from the fees provided
for in RCW 46.16.585 shall be forwarded to the state
treasurer and be deposited to the credit of the state wildlife
fund to be used for the preservation, protection, perpetuation,
and enhancement of nongame species of wildlife including
but not limited to song birds, raptors, protected wildlife, rare
and endangered wildlife, aquatic life, and specialized-habitat
types, both terrestrial and aquatic, as well as all unclassified
marine fish, shellfish, and marine invertebrates.

Administrative costs incurred by the department of
licensing as a direct result of RCW 46.16.560 through
46.16.605 and 77.12.170 shall be appropriated by the legis-
lature from the state wildlife fund from those funds deposit-
ed therein resulting from the sale of personalized license
plates. If the actual costs incurred by the department of
licensing are less than that which has been appropriated by
the legislature the remainder shall revert to the state wildlife
fund. [1988 c 36 § 27; 1983 Ist ex.s. c 24 § 2; 1983 c 3 §
118; 1979 c 158 § 144; 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 200 § 11.]
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Effective dates—1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 24: See note following RCW
46.16.570.

State wildlife fund: RCW 77.12.170.

46.16.606 Personalized license plates—Additional
fee. In addition to the fees imposed in RCW 46.16.585 for
application and renewal of personalized license plates an
additional fee of ten dollars shall be charged. The revenue
from the additional fee shall be deposited in the state
wildlife fund and used for the management of resources
associated with the nonconsumptive use of wildlife. [1991
sp.s. ¢ 7§ 13.]

Effective date—1991 sp.s. ¢ 7: See note following RCW 77.32.101.

46.16.630 Moped registration. Application for
registration of a moped shall be made to the department of
licensing in such manner and upon such forms as the
department shall prescribe, and shall state the name and
address of each owner of the moped to be registered, the
vehicle identification number, and such other information as
the department may require, and shall be accompanied by a
registration fee of three dollars. Upon receipt of the applica-
tion and the application fee, the moped shall be registered
and a registration number assigned, which shall be affixed to
the moped in the manner as provided by rules adopted by
the department. The registration provided in this section
shall be valid for a period of twelve months.

Every owner of a moped in this state shall renew the
registration, in such manner as the department shall pre-
scribe, for an additional period of twelve months, upon pay-
ment of a renewal fee of three dollars.

Any person acquiring a moped already validly registered
must, within fifteen days of the acquisition or purchase of
the moped, make application to the department for transfer
of the registration, and the application shall be accompanied
by a transfer fee of one dollar.

The registration fees provided in this section shall be in
lieu of any personal property tax or the vehicle excise tax
imposed by chapter 82.44 RCW.

The department shall, at the time the registration number
is assigned, make available a decal or other identifying
device to be displayed on the moped. A fee of one dollar
and fifty cents shall be charged for the decal or other
identifying device.

The provisions of RCW 46.01.130 and 46.01.140 shall
apply to applications for the issuance of registration numbers
or renewals or transfers thereof for mopeds as they do to the
issuance of vehicle licenses, the appointment of agents, and
the collection of application fees. Except for the fee
collected pursuant to RCW 46.01.140, all fees collected
under this section shall be deposited in the motor vehicle
fund. [1979 exs. c 213 § 5.]

Drivers’ license, motorcycle endorsement, moped exemption: RCW

46.20.500.

Operation and safety standards for mopeds: RCW 46.61.710, 46.61.720.

46.16.640 Wheelchair conveyances. Wheelchair
conveyances that are incapable of complying with RCW
46.37.340 shall be licensed in the manner provided for
mopeds in RCW 46.16.630. [1983 ¢ 200 § 2.]

Severability—1983 ¢ 200: See note following RCW 46.04.710.
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Wheelchair conveyances
definition: RCW 46.04.710.
operator’s license: RCW 46.20.550.
public roadways, operating on: RCW 46.61.730.
safety standards: RCW 46.37.610.

46.16.650 State centennial license plates—Design,
issuance, revenues. In order to help publicize and com-
memorate the state’s 1989 anniversary celebration of its
admission to the Union, a new centennial design shall be
developed by the department for vehicle license plates that
uses reflectorized materials necessary to provide adequate
visibility and legibility at night.

The centennial plates shall be developed in cooperation
with the design selection committee appointed by the
director. The committee shall include representation from
the Washington centennial commission.

Registration numbers and letters for the centennial plate
shall be assigned by the department in accordance with
established procedures. Distribution of the centennial license
plates shall commence January 1, 1987, to all new vehicle
registrations and license plate replacements. In addition, the
centennial plate shall be available for purchase by all other
vehicle owners at the owner’s option.

Revenues generated from the centennial plate shall go
in part to support local and state centennial activities as
provided in *RCW 27.60.080. In addition to the basic fees
for new vehicle registrations provided in RCW 46.16.060,
46.16.065, 46.16.505, and 46.16.630 and the license fees for
new vehicle registrations provided in RCW 46.16.070 and
46.16.085, persons purchasing centennial plates shall pay an
additional fee of one dollar per plate to be distributed as
follows: From January 1, 1987, through June 30, 1989, one-
half of the fee shall be deposited in the centennial commis-
sion account, and the remainder shall be deposited in the
motor vehicle fund. Commencing July 1, 1989, the total one
dollar per plate fee shall be deposited in the motor vehicle
fund. [1987 c 178 § 1. Prior: 1986 c 280 § 1.]

*Reviser’s note: RCW 27.60.080 expired December 31, 1993.

46.16.670 Boat trailers—Fee for freshwater aquatic
weeds account. In addition to any other fee required under
this chapter, boat trailers shall annually pay a fee of three
dollars. The proceeds of this fee shall be deposited in the
freshwater aquatic weeds account under RCW 43.21A.650.
[1991 ¢ 302 § 3.]

Effective date—1991 c 302: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect July 1,

1991, except section 3 of this act shall be effective for vehicle registrations
that expire August 31, 1992, and thereafter.” [1991 c 302 § 6.]

Findings—1991 c 302: See note following RCW 43.21A.650.

46.16.680 Kit vehicles. All kit vehicles are licensed
as original transactions when first titled in Washington, and
the following provisions apply:

(1) The department of licensing shall charge original
licensing fees and issue new plates appropriate to the use
class.

(2) An inspection by the Washington state patrol is
required to determine the correct identification number, and
year or make if needed.
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(3) The use class is the actual use of the vehicle, i.e.
passenger car or truck.

(4) The make shall be listed as "KITV," and the series
and body designation must describe what the vehicle looks
like, i.e. 48 Bradley GT, 57 MG, and must include the word
“replica.”

(5) Upon payment of original licensing fees the depart-
ment may license a kit vehicle under RCW 46.16.305(1) as
a street rod if the vehicle is manufactured to have the same
appearance as a similar vehicle manufactured before 1949.

(6) For a manufactured new vehicle kit and a manufac-
tured body kit, the model year of the vehicle is the year
reflected on the manufacturer’s certificate of origin for that
vehicle. If this is not available, the Washington state patrol
shall assign a model year at the time of inspection.

(7) The vehicle identification number (VIN) of a new
vehicle kit and body kit is the vehicle identification number
as reflected on the manufacturer’s certificate of origin. If
the VIN is not available, the Washington state patrol shall
assign a VIN at the time of inspection. [1996 c 225 § 10.]

Finding—1996 ¢ 225: See note following RCW 46.04.125.

46.16.900 Severability—1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 132. If any
provision of this 1973 amendatory act is declared unconstitu-
tional, or the applicability thereof to any person or circum-
stances is held invalid, the constitutionality of the remainder
of the amendatory act and the applicability thereof to persons
and circumstances shall not be affected thereby. [1973 1st
ex.s. ¢ 132 § 24.]

Chapter 46.20
DRIVERS’ LICENSES—IDENTICARDS

Sections

46.20.021 Driver’s license required—Penalty—Surrender of other li-
cense—Local license not required.

46.20.022  Unlicensed drivers—Subject to all provisions of Title 46
RCW.

46.20.025 Persons exempt from licensing requirement.

46.20.027 Licenses of persons serving in armed forces to remain in
force—Duration.

46.20.031 Persons ineligible to be licensed.

46.20.035 Proof of identity.

46.20.041 Physically or mentally disabled persons—Procedure—
Restrictions—Violations—Penalty.

46.20.045 Age limit for school bus drivers and drivers of for hire vehi-
cles.

46.20.055 Instruction permits and temporary licenses.

46.20.070 Juvenile agricultural driving permits.

46.20.091 Application for license or instruction permit—Penalty for
false statement—Fees—Driving records from other
jurisdictions.

46.20.095 Information on proper use of left-hand lane.

46.20.100 Application of minor under eighteen—Cosignature, traffic
safety education course required—Exception.

46.20.105 Persons under twenty-one.

46.20.106 Evidence of applicant’s age.

46.20.113  Anatomical gift statement.

46.20.114  Preparation process to prevent alteration or reproduction.
46.20.116 Labeling license "not valid for identification purposes.”
46.20.117  Identicards.

46.20.118 Negative file.

46.20.119  Rules and regulations to be reasonable.

46.20.120 Examination of license applicants—Late renewal penalty—
Exceptions.

46.20.130 Content and conduct of examinations.

46.20.155 Voter registration—Licensing agent’s duties.
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46.20.157  Information to department of information services—
Confidentiality.

46.20.161 Issuance of license—License contents—Fee.

46.20.181 Expiration date—Renewal—Fee.

46.20.185 Renewal procedure—Applicant not deprived of identification
with photograph.

46.20.187 Registration of sex offenders—Notice to persons applying
for or renewing a driver’s license or identicard.

46.20.190 License in immediate possession and displayed on demand.

46.20.200 Lost or destroyed licenses or permits—Duplicates—
Corrected replacements—Fee.

46.20.205 Change of address or name—Notification of department.

46.20.207 Cancellation—Grounds.

46.20.215 Nonresidents—Suspension or revocation—Reporting convic-
tions and traffic infractions.

46.20.220 Unlawful renting of vehicle to unlicensed person—Rental
record.

46.20.265 Revocation of juvenile driving privileges—Alcohol or drug
violations.

46.20.270 Conviction of offense requiring license suspension or revo-
cation—Procedure—Forwarding of records—
Municipalities to report parking violations—Terms
defined.

46.20.285 Offenses requiring revocation of license.

46.20.286  Adoption of procedures.

46.20.289  Suspension for failure to respond, appear, etc.

46.20.291  Authority to suspend licenses—Grounds.

46.20.292  Suspension, revocation, or restriction of license—Finding of
juvenile court officer.

46.20.293  Record of traffic charges of minors furnished to juvenile
court—Authority to furnish other requested services to
court, parents, or guardians.

46.20.300 Suspension, etc., for extraterritorial convictions.

46.20.305 Reexamination may be required—Certificate of licensee’s

: condition—Action by department.

46.20.308 Implied consent—License sanctions for test refusal—

Procedures.
46.20.3101 Implied consent—License sanctions, length of.

46.20.311  Duration of license sanctions—Reissuance or renewal.

46.20.315 Surrender of license upon suspension or revocation.

46.20.320  Suspension, etc., effective although certificate not delivered.

46.20.322 Driver improvement interview before suspension, etc.—
Exceptions—Appearance of minor’s parent or guardian.

46.20.323 Notice of driver improvement interview—Contents.

46.20.324 Persons not entitled to driver improvement interview or
formal hearing.

46.20.325 Suspension or probation before driver improvement inter-
view—Alternative procedure.

46.20.326  Failure to appear or request driver improvement interview
constitutes waiver—Procedure.

46.20.327 Conduct of driver improvement interview—Referee—
Evidence—Not deemed hearing.

46.20.328 Findings and notification after driver improvement inter-
view—Request for formal hearing.

46.20.329  Formal hearing—Time and place—Notice—Stay pending
hearing or appeal—Exception—Conduct of hearing.

46.20.331 Hearing and decision by director’s designee.

46.20.332  Formal hearing—Evidence—Subpoenas—Reexamination—

- Findings and recommendations.

46.20.333  Decision after formal hearing.

46.20.334  Appeal to superior court.

46.20.335 Probation in lieu of suspension or revocation.

46.20.336 Vlolatlons—Penalty

46.20.338 Display or possession of canceled, nevoked suspended li-
cense or identicard.

46.20.342  Driving while license suspended or revoked—Penalties—
Extension of suspension or revocation.

46.20.343  Unlawful to allow unauthorized minor child or ward to
drive.

46.20.344  Unlawful to allow unauthorized person to drive.

46.20.355 Alcohol violator—Probationary license.

46.20380 Occupational driver’s license—Fee.

46.20.391  Occupational driver’s license—Application—Eligibility—
Restrictions—Cancellation.

46.20.394  Occupational driver's license—Departmental issuance—

Detailed restrictions— Violation.
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46.20400 Occupational driver’s license—When new driver’s license
may be obtained—Surrender of order and occupational
driver’s license.

46.20.410 Occupational driver’s license—Penalty.

46.20.414  Unlicensed drivers—Placement in suspended or revoked
status.

46.20.420 Operation of motor vehicle under other license or permit
prohibited while license is suspended or revoked—
Penalty.

Stopping vehicle registered to suspended or revoked driv-
er—Display of license.

46.20470 Commercial driver’s license—Additional fee, disposition.

46.20.430

46.20.500 Motorcycle endorsement—Moped exception.

46.20.505 Motorcycle endorsement—Examination fees, amount and
distribution.

46.20.510 Motorcycle endorsement—Categories—Instruction permits—
Fees.

46.20.515 Motorcycle endorsement examination—Emphasis.

46.20.520 Motorcycle training and education program—Advisory
board.

46.20.550 Wheelchair conveyances—Special examinations—
Restrictions on license—Rules for performance review.

46.20.710 Ignition interlocks, biological, technical devices—Legislative
finding.

46.20.720 Ignition interlocks, biological, technical devices—Drivers
convicted of alcohol offenses.

46.20.730 Ignition interlock device—Other biological or technical de-
vice—Definitions.

46.20.740 Ignition interlocks, biological, technical devices—Notation
on driver’s license.

46.20.750 Ignition interlocks, biological, technical devices—Assisting

another in starting or operating—Penalty.
46.20.900 Repeal and saving.
46.20.910 Severability—1965 exs. ¢ 121.
46.20.911 Severability, implied consent law—1969 c 1.

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.
Traffic infractions—Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

Allowing unauthorized person to drive—Penalty: RCW 46.16.011.

Juvenile driving privileges, alcohol or drug violations: RCW 66.44.365,
69.50.420.

46.20.021 Driver’s license required—Penalty—
Surrender of other license—Local license not required.
(1) No person, except as expressly exempted by this chapter,
may drive any motor vehicle upon a highway in this state
unless the person has a valid driver’s license issued to
Washington residents under the provisions of this chapter.
A violation of this subsection is a misdemeanor and is a
lesser included offense within the offenses described in
RCW 46.20.342(1) or 46.20.420. However, if a person in
violation of this section provides the citing officer with an
expired driver’s license or other valid identifying documenta-
tion under RCW 46.20.035 at the time of the stop and is not
in violation of RCW 46.20.342(1) or 46.20.420, the violation
of this section is an infraction and is subject to a penalty of
two hundred fifty dollars. If the person appears in person
before the court or submits by mail written proof that he or
she obtained a valid license after being cited, the court shall
reduce the penalty to fifty dollars.

(2) For the purposes of obtaining a vahd driver’s
license, a resident is a person who manifests an intent to live
or be located in this state on more than a temporary or
transient basis. Evidence of residency includes but is not
limited to:

(a) Becoming a registered voter in this state; or

(b) Receiving benefits under one of the Washington
public assistance programs; or
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(c) Declaring that he or she is a resident for the purpose
of obtaining a state license or tuition fees at resident rates.

(3) The term "Washington public assistance programs"
referred to in subsection (2)(b) of this section includes only
public assistance programs for which more than fifty percent
of the combined costs of benefits and administration are paid
from state funds. Programs which are not included within
the term "Washington public assistance programs" pursuant
to the above criteria include, but are not limited to the food
stamp program under the federal food stamp act of 1964;
programs under the child nutrition act of 1966, 42 U.S.C.
Secs. 1771 through 1788; and aid to families with dependent
children, 42 U.S.C. Secs. 601 through 606.

(4) No person shall receive a driver’s license unless and
until he or she surrenders to the department all valid driver’s
licenses in his or her possession issued to him or her by any
other jurisdiction. The department shall establish a proce-
dure to invalidate the surrendered photograph license and
return it to the person. The invalidated license, along with
the valid temporary Washington driver’s license provided for
in RCW 46.20.055(3), shall be accepted as proper identi-
fication. The department shall notify the issuing department
that the licensee is now licensed in a new jurisdiction. No
person shall be permitted to have more than one valid
driver’s license at any time.

(5) New Washington residents are allowed thirty days
from the date they become residents as defined in this
section to procure a valid Washington driver’s license.

(6) Any person licensed as a driver under this chapter
may exercise the privilege thereby granted upon all streets
and highways in this state and shall not be required to obtain
any other license to exercise such privilege by any county,
municipal or local board, or body having authority to adopt
local police regulations. [1996 ¢ 307 § 5. Prior: 1991 c
293 § 3; 1991 ¢ 73 § 15 1990 c 250 § 33; 1988 c 88 § 1;
1985 ¢ 302 § 2; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 53; 1965 ex.s. c 121 §
2.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-

ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Purpose—Construction—1965 ex.s. ¢ 121: "With the advent of
greatly increased interstate vehicular travel and the migration of motorists
between the states, the legislature recognizes the necessity of enacting driver
licensing laws which are reasonably uniform with the laws of other states
and are at the same time based upon sound, realistic principles, stated in
clear explicit language. To achieve these ends the legislature does hereby
adopt this 1965 amendatory act relating to driver licensing modeled after the
Uniform Vehicle Code subject to such variances as are deemed better suited
to the people of this state. It is intended that this 1965 amendatory act be
liberally construed to effectuate the purpose of improving the safety of our
highways through driver licensing procedures within the framework of the
traditional freedoms to which every motorist is entitled.” [1965 ex.s. ¢ 121

§1]

46.20.022 Unlicensed drivers—Subject to all
provisions of Title 46 RCW. Any person who operates a
motor vehicle on the public highways of this state without a
driver’s license or nonresident privilege to drive shall be
subject to all of the provisions of Title 46 RCW to the same
extent as a person who is licensed. [1975-76 2nd ex.s. c 29
§ 1]

Allowing unauthorized person to drive: RCW 46.16.011, 46.20.344.
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46.20.025 Persons exempt from licensing require-
ment. The following persons are exempt from license
hereunder:

(1) Any person in the service of the army, navy, air
force, marine corps, or coast guard of the United States, or
in the service of the national guard of this state or any other
state, when furnished with a driver’s license by such service
when operating an official motor vehicle in such service;

(2) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of age
and who has in his or her immediate possession a valid
driver’s license issued to him or her in his or her home state
or is at least fifteen years of age with a valid instruction
permit issued to him or her in his or her home state, and
when accompanied by a licensed driver who has had at least
five years of driving experience and is occupying a seat
beside the driver;

(3) A nonresident who is at least sixteen years of age
and who has in his or her immediate possession a valid
driver’s license issued to him or her in his or her home
country may operate a motor vehicle in this state for a
period not to exceed one year; .

(4) Any person operating special highway construction
equipment as defined in RCW 46.16.010;

(5) Any person while driving or operating any farm
tractor or implement of husbandry which is only incidentally
operated or moved over a highway;

(6) Any person while operating a locomotive upon rails,
including operation on a railroad crossing over a public
highway; and such person is not required to display a
driver’s license to any law enforcement officer in connection
with the operation of a locomotive or train within this state.
[1993 c 148 § 1; 1979 ¢ 75 § 1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 3.]

46.20.027 Licenses of persons serving in armed
forces to remain in force—Duration. A Washington state
motor vehicle driver’s license issued to any person serving
in the armed forces of the United States, if valid and in force
and effect while such person is serving in the armed forces,
shall remain in full force and effect so long as such service
continues unless the same is sooner suspended, canceled, or
revoked for cause as provided by law and for not to exceed
ninety days following the date on which the holder of such
driver’s license is honorably separated from service in the
armed forces of the United States. [1967 ¢ 129 § 1.]

46.20.031 Persons ineligible to be licensed. The
department shall not issue a driver’s license hereunder:

(1) To any person who is under the age of sixteen years;

(2) To any person whose license has been suspended
during such suspension, nor to any person whose license has
been revoked, except as provided in RCW 46.20.311;

(3) To any person who has been evaluated by a program
approved by the department of social and health services as
being an alcoholic, drug addict, alcohol abuser, and/or drug
abuser: PROVIDED, That a license may be issued if the de-
partment determines that such person has been granted a
deferred prosecution, pursuant to chapter 10.05 RCW, or is
satisfactorily participating in or has successfully completed
an alcohol or drug abuse treatment program approved by the
department of social and health services and has established
control of his or her alcohol and/or drug abuse problem;
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(4) To any person who has previously been adjudged to
be mentally ill or insane, or to be incompetent due to any
mental disability or disease, and who has not at the time of
application been restored to competency by the methods
provided by law: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That no person
so adjudged shall be denied a license for such cause if the
superior court should find him able to operate a motor
vehicle with safety upon the highways during such incompe-
tency;

(5) To any person who is required by this chapter to
take an examination, unless such person shall have success-
fully passed such examination;

(6) To any person who is required under the laws of this
state to deposit proof of financial responsibility and who has
not deposited such proof;

(7) To any person when the department has good and
substantial evidence to reasonably conclude that such person
by reason of physical or mental disability would not be able
to operate a motor vehicle with safety upon the highways;
subject to review by a court of competent jurisdiction;

(8) To a person when the department has been notified
by a court that the person has violated his or her written
promise to appear, respond, or comply regarding a notice of
infraction issued for a violation of RCW 46.55.105, unless
the department has received notice from the court showing
that the person has been found not to have committed the
violation of RCW 46.55.105, or that the person has paid all
monetary penalties owing, including completion of communi-
ty service, and that the court is satisfied that the person has
made restitution as provided by RCW 46.55.105(2). [1995
c219 8§ 1;1993 c 501 § 2; 1985 c 101 § 1; 1977 ex.s. c 162
§ 1; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 4.]

Allowing unauthorized person to drive: RCW 46.16.011, 46.20.344.

Juvenile driving privileges, alcohol or drug violations: RCW 66.44.365,
69.50.420.

46.20.035 Proof of identity. (1) The department may
not issue an identicard or a Washington state driver’s
license, except as provided in RCW 46.20.116, unless the
applicant has satisfied the department regarding his or her
identity. Except as provided in subsection (2) of this
section, an applicant has not satisfied the identity require-
ments of this section unless he or she displays or provides
the department with at least one of the following pieces of
valid identifying documentation:

(a) A valid or recently expired driver’s license or
instruction permit that contains the signature, date of birth,
and a photograph of the applicant;

(b) A Washington state identicard or an identification
card issued by another state that contains the signature and
a photograph of the applicant;

(c) An identification card issued by the United States, a
state, or an agency of either the United States or a state, of
a kind commonly used to identify the members of employees
of the government agency, that contains the signature and a
photograph of the applicant; ‘

(d) A military identification card that contains the
signature and a photograph of the applicant;

(e) A United States passport that contains the signature
and a photograph of the applicant;
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(f) An immigration and naturalization service form that
contains the signature and photograph of the applicant; or

(g) If the applicant is a minor, an affidavit of the
applicant’s parent or guardian where the parent or guardian
displays or provides at least one piece of identifying docu-
mentation as specified in this subsection along with addition-
al documentation establishing the relationship between the
parent or guardian and the applicant.

(2) A person unable to provide identifying documenta-
tion as specified in subsection (1) of this section may request
that the department review other available documentation in
order to ascertain identity. The department may waive the
requirement for specific identifying documentation under
subsection (1) of this section if it finds that other documenta-
tion clearly establishes the identity of the applicant. [1993
c452§ 1]

46.20.041 Physically or mentally disabled persons—
Procedure—Restrictions—Violations—Penalty. (1) The
department shall permit any person suffering from any
physical or mental disability or disease which may affect that
person’s ability to drive a motor vehicle, to demonstrate
personally that notwithstanding such disability or disease he
or she is a proper person to drive a motor vehicle. The
department may in addition require such person to obtain a
certificate showing his or her condition signed by a licensed
physician or other proper authority designated by the
department. The certificate shall be for the confidential use
of the director and the chief of the Washington state patrol
and for such other cognizant public officials as may be
designated by law. It shall be exempt from public inspection
and copying notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 42.17
RCW. The certificate may not be offered as evidence in any
court except when appeal is taken from the order of the
director suspending, revoking, canceling, or refusing a
vehicle driver’s license. However, the certificate may be
made available to the director of the department of retire-
ment systems for use in determining eligibility for or
continuance of disability benefits and it may be offered and
admitted as evidence in any administrative proceeding or
court action concerning such disability benefits.

(2) The department may issue a driver’s license to such
a person imposing restrictions suitable to the licensee’s
driving ability with respect to the special mechanical control
devices required on a motor vehicle or the type of motor
vehicle which the licensee may operate or such other
restrictions applicable to the licensee as the department may
determine to be appropriate to assure the safe operation of a
motor vehicle by the licensee.

(3) The department may either issue a special restricted
license or may set forth such restrictions upon the usual
license form.

(4) The department may upon receiving satisfactory
evidence of any violation of the restrictions of such license
suspend or revoke the same but the licensee shall be entitled
to a driver improvement interview and a hearing as upon a
suspension or revocation under this chapter.

(5) 1t is a traffic infraction for any person to operate a
motor vehicle in any manner in violation of the restrictions
imposed in a restricted license issued to him or her. [1986
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c176 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 54, 1979 c 61 § 2; 1965 ex.s.
c 121§ 5]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.20.045 Age limit for school bus drivers and
drivers of for hire vehicles. No person who is under the
age of eighteen years shall drive any school bus transporting
school children or shall drive any motor vehicle when in use
for the transportation of persons for compensation. [1971
ex.s. ¢ 292 § 43; 1965 ex.s.c 121 § 6.]

Severability—1971 ex.s. ¢ 292: See note following RCW 26.28.010.

46.20.055 Instruction permits and temporary
licenses. (1) Any person who is at least fifteen and a half
years of age may apply to the department for an instruction
permit for the operation of any motor vehicle except a
motorcycle. Any person sixteen years of age or older,
holding a valid driver’s license, may apply for an instruction
permit for the operation of a motorcycle. The department
may in its discretion, after the applicant has successfully
passed all parts of the examination other than the driving
test, issue to the applicant a driver’s or motorcyclist’s
instruction permit. ‘

(a) A driver’s instruction permit entitles the permittee
while having the permit in immediate possession to drive a
motor vehicle upon the public highways for a period of one
year when accompanied by a licensed driver who has had at
least five years of driving experience and is occupying a seat
beside the driver. Except as provided in subsection (c) of
this subsection, only one additional permit, valid for one
year, may be issued.

(b) A motorcyclist’s instruction permit entitles the
permittee while having the permit in immediate possession
to drive a motorcycle upon the public highways for a period
of ninety days as provided in *RCW 46.20.510(3). Except
as provided in subsection (c) of this subsection, only one
additional permit, valid for ninety days, may be issued.

(c) The department after investigation may issue a third
driver’s or motorcyclist’s instruction permit when it finds
that the permittee is diligently seeking to improve driving
proficiency.

(2) The department may waive the examination, except
as to eyesight and other potential physical restrictions, for
any applicant who is enrolled in either a traffic safety
education course as defined by RCW 28A.220.020(2) or a
course of instruction offered by a licensed driver training
school as defined by RCW 46.82.280(1) at the time the
application is being considered by the department. The
department may require proof of registration in such a course
as it deems necessary.

(3) The department upon receiving proper application
may in its discretion issue a driver’s instruction permit to an
applicant who is at least fifteen years of age and is enrolled
in a traffic safety education program which includes practice
driving and which is approved and accredited by the superin-
tendent of public instruction. Such instruction permit shall
entitle the permittee having the permit in immediate posses-
sion to drive a motor vehicle only when an approved
instructor or other licensed driver with at least five years of
driving experience, is occupying a seat beside the permittee.
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(4) The department may in its discretion issue a tempo-
rary driver’s permit to an applicant for a driver’s license
permitting the applicant to drive a motor vehicle for a period”
not to exceed sixty days while the department is completing
its investigation and determination of all facts relative to
such applicant’s right to receive a driver’s license. Such
permit must be in the permittee’s immediate possession
while driving a motor vehicle, and it shall be invalid when
the permittee’s license has been issued or for good cause has
been refused. [1990 ¢ 250 § 34; 1986 c 17 § 1; 1985 ¢ 234
§ 1; 1981 ¢ 260 § 10. Prior: 1979c 63 § 1; 1979 c 61 § 3;
1969 ex.s. c 218 § 8; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 7.]

*Reviser’s note: RCW 46.20.510 was amended by 1989 ¢ 337 § 9,
and the previous subsection (3) was renumbered as subsection (2).

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.20.070 Juvenile agricultural driving permits.
Upon receiving a written application on a form provided by
the director for permission for a person under the age of
eighteen years to operate a motor vehicle over and upon the
public highways of this state in connection with farm work,
the director may issue a limited driving permit containing a
photograph to be known as a juvenile agricultural driving
permit, such issuance to be governed by the following
procedure:

(1) The application must be signed by the applicant and
by the applicant’s father, mother, or legal guardian.

(2) Upon receipt of the application, the director shall
cause an examination of the applicant to be made as by law
provided for the issuance of a motor vehicle driver’s license.

(3) The director shall cause an investigation to be made
of the need for the issuance of such operation by the
applicant.

Such permit authorizes the holder to operate a motor
vehicle over and upon the public highways of this state
within a restricted farming locality which shall be described
upon the face thereof.

A permit issued under this section shall expire one year
from date of issue, except that upon reaching the age of
eighteen years such person holding a juvenile agricultural
driving permit shall be required to make application for a
motor vehicle driver’s license.

The director shall charge a fee of three dollars for each
such permit and renewal thereof to be paid as by law
provided for the payment of motor vehicle driver’s licenses
and deposited to the credit of the highway safety fund.

The director may transfer this permit from one farming
locality to another, but this does not constitute a renewal of
the permit.

The director may deny the issuance of a juvenile
agricultural driving permit to any person whom the director
determines to be incapable of operating a motor vehicle with
safety to himself or herself and to persons and property.

The director may suspend, revoke, or cancel the juvenile
agricultural driving permit of any person when in the
director’s sound discretion the director has cause to believe
such person has committed any offense for which mandatory
suspension or revocation of a motor vehicle driver’s license
is provided by law.

The director may suspend, cancel, or revoke a juvenile
agricultural driving permit when in the director’s sound
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discretion the director is satisfied the restricted character of
the permit has been violated. [1985 ex.s.c 1 § 1; 1979 c 61
§ 4; 1969 ex.s. c 218 § 9; 1969 ex.s. c 170 § 12; 1967 ¢ 32
§ 27,1963 ¢c 39 § 9; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.070. Prior: 1947 c
158 § 1, part; 1937 ¢ 188 § 45, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
6312-45, part.]

Effective date—1985 ex.s. ¢ 1: "This act is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support

of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take
effect July 1, 1985." [1985 ex.s.c 1 § 14.]

46.20.091 Application for license or instruction
permit—Penalty for false statement—Fees—Driving
records from other jurisdictions. (1) Every application for
an instruction permit or for an original driver’s license shall
be made upon a form prescribed and furnished by the
department which shall be sworn to and signed by the
applicant before a person authorized to administer oaths. An
applicant making a false statement under this subsection is
guilty of false swearing, a gross misdemeanor, under RCW
9A.72.040. Every application for an instruction permit
containing a photograph shall be accompanied by a fee of
five dollars. The department shall forthwith transmit the
fees collected for instruction permits and temporary drivers’
permits to the state treasurer.

(2) Every such application shall state the full name, date
of birth, sex, and Washington residence address of the
applicant, and briefly describe the applicant, and shall state
whether the applicant has theretofore been licensed as a
driver or chauffeur, and, if so, when and by what state or
country, and whether any such license has ever been
suspended or revoked, or whether an application has ever
been refused, and, if so, the date of and reason for such
suspension, revocation, or refusal, and shall state such
additional information as the department shall require,
including a statement that identifying documentation present-
ed by the applicant is valid.

(3) Whenever application is received from a person
previously licensed in another jurisdiction, the department
shall request a copy of such driver’s record from such other
jurisdiction. When received, the driving record shall become
a part of the driver’s record in this state.

(4) Whenever the department receives request for a
driving record from another licensing jurisdiction, the record
shall be forwarded without charge if the other licensing
jurisdiction extends the same privilege to the state of
Washington. Otherwise there shall be a reasonable charge
for transmittal of the record, the amount to be fixed by the
director of the department. [1996 c 287 § 5; 1990 c 250 §
35; 1985 ex.s.c 1§ 2;, 1979 ¢ 63 § 2; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 8.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—198S ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.

46.20.095 Information on proper use of left-hand
lane. The department shall include information on the
proper use of the left-hand lane on multilane highways in its
instructional publications for drivers. [1986 ¢ 93 § 3.]

Keep right except when passing, etc.. RCW 46.61.100.

46.20.100 Application of minor under eighteen—
Cosignature, traffic safety education course required—
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Exception. The department of licensing shall not consider
an application of any minor under the age of eighteen years
for a driver’s license or the issuance of a motorcycle
endorsement for a particular category unless:

(1) The application is also signed by a parent or
guardian having the custody of such minor, or in the event
a minor under the age of eighteen has no father, mother, or
guardian, then a driver’s license shall not be issued to the
minor unless his or her application is also signed by the
minor’s employer; and

(2) The applicant has satisfactorily completed a traffic
safety education course as defined in RCW 28A.220.020,
conducted by a recognized secondary school, that meets the
standards established by the office of the state superintendent
of public instruction or the applicant has satisfactorily com-
pleted a traffic safety education course, conducted by a
commercial driving instruction enterprise, that meets the
standards established by the office of the superintendent of
public instruction and is officially approved by that office on
an annual basis: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That the director
may upon a showing that an applicant was unable to take or
complete a driver education course waive that requirement
if the applicant shows to the satisfaction of the department
that a need exists for the applicant to operate a motor vehicle
and he or she has the ability to operate a motor vehicle in
such a manner as not to jeopardize the safety of persons or
property, under rules to be promulgated by the department
in concert with the supervisor of the traffic safety education
section, office of the superintendent of public instruction.
For a person under the age of eighteen years to obtain a mo-
torcycle endorsement, he or she must successfully complete
a motorcycle safety education course that meets the stan-
dards established by the department of licensing.

The department may waive any education requirement
under this subsection for an applicant previously licensed to
drive a motor vehicle or motorcycle outside this state if the
applicant provides proof satisfactory to the department that
he or she has had education equivalent to that required under
this subsection. [1990 ¢ 250 § 36; 1985 ¢ 234 § 2; 1979 ¢
158 § 146; 1973 1st ex.s.c 154 § 87; 1972 exs.c 71 § 1;
1969 ex.s. ¢ 218 § 10; 1967 c 167 § 1; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 170 §
43; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.100. Prior: 1937 c 188 § 51; RRS
§ 6312-51; 1921 c 108 § 6, part; RRS § 6368, part.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Severability—1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 154: See note following RCW
2.12.030.

46.20.105 Persons under twenty-one. The depart-
ment may provide a method to distinguish the driver’s
license of a person who is under the age of twenty-one from
the driver’s license of a person who is twenty-one years of
age or older. [1987 c 463 § 3.]

46.20.106 Evidence of applicant’s age. Any agent
authorized to issue a driver’s license in this state is autho-
rized to require satisfactory evidence of the age of the
applicant as a condition precedent to the issuance of a
driver’s license. [1965 ex.s.c 121 § 14; 1961 c 12 §
46.20.106. Prior: 1957 c 242 § 4.]
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46.20.113 Anatomical gift statement. The depart-
ment of licensing shall provide a statement whereby the
licensee may certify his or her willingness to make an
anatomical gift under RCW 68.50.540, as now or hereafter
amended. The department shall provide the statement in at
least one of the following ways:

(1) On each driver’s license; or

(2) With each driver’s license; or

(3) With each in-person driver’s license application.
(1993 c 228 § 18; 1987 c-331 § 81; 1979 c 158 § 147; 1975
c54§1.]

Application, construction—Severability—1993 ¢ 228: See RCW
68.50.902 and 68.50.903.

Effective date—1987 c 331: See RCW 68.05.900.

46.20.114 Preparation process to prevent alteration
or reproduction. On and after January 1, 1978, the
department shall implement and use such process or process-
es in the preparation and issuance of drivers’ licenses and
identicards that prohibit as nearly as possible the alteration
or reproduction of such cards, or the superimposing of other
photographs on such cards, without ready detection. [1977
ex.s.c 27 § 2.]

Purpose—1977 ex.s. ¢ 27: "The legislature finds that the falsification
of cards and licenses is a serious social problem creating economic hardship
and problems which impede the efficient conduct of commerce and
government. The legislature is particularly concerned that the increasing use
of false drivers’ licenses and identicards to purchase liquor, to cash bad
checks, and to obtain food stamps and other benefits is causing the loss of
liquor licenses, the loss of jobs, the loss of income, and the loss of human
life in addition to significant monetary losses in business and government.
It is the purpose of RCW 46.20.114 to require an effective means of
rendering drivers’ licenses and identicards as immune as possible from
alteration and counterfeiting in order to promote the public health and safety
of the people of this state." [1977 ex.s. c27 § 1.]

46.20.116 Labeling license ''not valid for identifica-
tion purposes.”" The department shall plainly label each
license "not valid for identification purposes" where the
applicant is unable to prove his or her identity as provided
in RCW 46.20.035. [1993 c 452 § 2; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 155 § 3.]

Effective date—Purpose—1969 ex.s. ¢ 155: See notes following
RCW 46.20.118.

46.20.117 Identicards. (1) The department shall issue
"identicards," containing a picture, to nondrivers for a fee of
four dollars. However, the fee shall be the actual cost of
production to recipients of continuing public assistance
grants under Title 74 RCW who are referred in writing to
the department by the secretary of social and health services.
The fee shall be deposited in the highway safety fund. To
be eligible, each applicant shall produce evidence as required
in RCW 46.20.035 that positively proves identity. The
"identicard" shall be distinctly designed so that it will not be
confused with the official driver’s license. The identicard
shall expire on the fifth anniversary of the applicant’s
birthdate after issuance.

(2) The department may cancel an "identicard” upon a
showing by its records or other evidence that the holder of
such "identicard" has committed a violation relating to
"identicards" defined in RCW 46.20.336. [1993 c 452 § 3;
1986 c 15§ 1; 1985 ex.s.c1 § 3;1985¢c 212§ 1; 1981 ¢
92 § 2; 1971 ex.s. c 65 § 1; 1969 ex.s. c 155 § 4.]

(1996 Ed.)

Drivers’ Licenses—Identicards

46.20.113

Effective date—198S ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.

Purpose—1971 ex.s. ¢ 65: "The efficient and effective operation and
administration of state government affects the health, safety, and welfare of
the people of this state and it is the intent and purpose of this act to
promote the health, safety, and welfare of the people by improving the
operation and administration of state government." [1971 ex.s. c 65 § 2.}

Effective date—Purpose—1969 ex.s. ¢ 155: See notes following
RCW 46.20.118.

46.20.118 Negative file. The department shall
maintain a negative file. It shall contain negatives of all
pictures taken by the department of licensing as authorized
by RCW 46.20.070 through 46.20.119. Negatives in the file
shall not be available for public inspection and copying
under chapter 42.17 RCW. The department may make the
file available to official governmental enforcement agencies
to assist in the investigation by the agencies of suspected
criminal activity. The department may also provide a print
to the driver’s next of kin in the event the driver is deceased.
(1990 c 250 § 37; 1981 c 22 § 1; 1979 c 158 § 149;-1969
ex.s.c 155 § 5.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Purpose—1969 ex.s. ¢ 155: "The identification of the injured or the
seriously ill is often difficult. The need for an identification file to facilitate
use by proper law enforcement officers has hampered law enforcement.
Personal identification for criminal, personal and commercial reasons is
becoming most important at a time when it is increasingly difficult to
accomplish. The legislature finds that the public health and welfare requires
a standard and readily recognizable means of identification of each person
living within the state. The legislature further finds that the need for an
identification file by law enforcement agencies must be met. The use of
photographic drivers’ licenses will greatly aid the problem, but some means
of identification must be provided for persons who do not possess a driver’s
license. The purpose of this 1969 amendatory act is to provide for the
positive identification of persons, both through an expanded use of drivers’
licenses and also through issue of personal identification cards for
nondrivers." [1969 ex.s.c 155§ 1.]

Effective date—1969 ex.s. ¢ 155: "This 1969 amendatory act shall
take effect September 1, 1969." [1969 ex.s. ¢ 155 § 7.]

46.20.119 Rules and regulations to be reasonable.
The rules and regulations adopted pursuant to RCW
46.20.070 through 46.20.119 shall be reasonable in view of
the purposes to be served by RCW 46.20.070 through
46.20.119. [1990 c 250 § 38; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 155 §-6.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—Purpose—1969 ex.s. ¢ 155: See notes following
RCW 46.20.118.

46.20.120 Examination of license applicants—Late
renewal penalty—Exceptions. No new driver’s license
may be issued and no previously issued license may be
renewed until the applicant therefor has successfully passed
a driver licensing examination. However, the department
may waive all or any part of the examination of any person
applying for the renewal of a driver’s license except when
the department determines that an applicant for a driver’s
license is not qualified to hold a driver’s license under this
title. The department may also waive the actual demonstra-
tion of the ability to operate a motor vehicle by a person
who surrenders a valid driver’s license issued by the
person’s previous home state and who is otherwise qualified
to be licensed. For a new license examination a fee of seven
dollars shall be paid by each applicant, in addition to the fee
charged for issuance of the license. A new license is one
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issued to a driver who has not been previously licensed in
this state or to a driver whose last previous Washington
license has been expired for more than four years.

Any person renewing his or her driver’s license more
than sixty days after the license has expired shall pay a
penalty fee of ten dollars in addition to the renewal fee
under RCW 46.20.181. The penalty fee shall be deposited
in the highway safety fund.

Any person who is outside the state at the time his or
her driver’s license expires or who is unable to renew the
license due to any incapacity may renew the license within
sixty days after returning to this state or within sixty days
after the termination of any such incapacity without the
payment of the penalty fee.

The department shall provide for giving examinations at
places and times reasonably available to the people of this
state. [1990c 9§ 1; 1988 c 88 § 2; 1985 ex.s.c 1 § 4,
1979 ¢ 61 § 6; 1975 1stex.s. ¢ 191 § 2; 1967 c 167 § 4;
1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 9; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.120. Prior: 1959
c 284 §1;1953 c 221 § 2; 1937 c 188 § 55, part; RRS §
6312-55, part.]

Effective date—198S ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.

46.20.130 Content and conduct of examinations.
The director shall prescribe the content of the driver licens-
ing examination and the manner of conducting the exami-
nation, which shall include but is not limited to:

(1) A test of the applicant’s eyesight and ability to see,
understand, and follow highway signs regulating, warning,
and directing traffic;

(2) A test of the applicant’s knowledge of traffic laws
and ability to understand and follow the directives of lawful
authority, orally or graphically, that regulate, warn, and
direct traffic in accordance with the traffic laws of this state;

(3) An actual demonstration of the applicant’s ability to
operate a motor vehicle in such a manner as not to jeopar-
dize the safety of persons or property; and

(4) Such further examination as the director deems
necessary (a) to determine whether any facts exist which
would bar the issuance of a vehicle operator’s license under
chapters 46.20, 46.21, and 46.29 RCW, and (b) to determine
the applicant’s fitness to operate a motor vehicle safely on
the highways; and

(5) In addition to the foregoing, when the applicant
desires to drive a motorcycle, as defined in RCW 46.04.330,
or a motor-driven cycle, as defined in RCW 46.04.332, the
applicant shall also demonstrate the ability to operate such
motorcycle or motor-driven cycle in such a manner as not to
jeopardize the safety of persons or property. [1990 c 250 §
39; 1981 c 245 § 4; 1967 c 232 § 2; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 10;
1961 c 12 § 46.20.130. Prior: 1959 c 284 § 2; 1943 c 151
§ 1; 1937 c 188 § 57; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6312-57.)

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1981 c 245: See note following RCW 46.20.161.

46.20.155 Voter registration—Licensing agent’s
duties. Before issuing an original license or identification
card or renewing a license or identification card under this
chapter, the licensing agent shall determine if the applicant
wants to register to vote or transfer his or her voter registra-
tion. If the applicant chooses to register or transfer a
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registration, the agent shall provide the applicant with a voter
registration form and instructions and shall record that the
applicant has requested to register to vote or transfer a voter
registration. [1990 c 143 § 6.]

Effective date—1990 c 143: See note following RCW 29.07.260.

Voter registration with driver licensing: RCW 29.07.260 through
29.07.320.

46.20.157 Information to department of information
services—Confidentiality. (1) Except as provided in
subsection (2) of this section, the department shall annually
provide to the department of information services at no
charge a computer tape or electronic data file of all licensed
drivers and identicard holders who are eighteen years of age
or older and whose records have not expired for more than
two years and which shall contain the following information
on each such person: Full name, date of birth, residence
address including county, sex, and most recent date of
application, renewal, replacement, or change of driver’s
license or identicard.

(2) Before complying with subsection (1) of this section,
the department shall remove from the tape or file the names
of any certified participants in the Washington state address
confidentiality program under chapter 40.24 RCW that have
been identified to the department by the secretary of state.
[1993 c 408 § 12.]

Severability—Effective dates—1993 c 408: See notes following
RCW 2.36.054.

46.20.161 Issuance of license—License contents—
Fee. The department, upon receipt of a fee of fourteen
dollars, which includes the fee for the required photograph,
shall issue to every applicant qualifying therefor a driver’s
license, which license shall bear thereon a distinguishing
number assigned to the licensee, the full name, date of birth,
Washington residence address, and a brief description of the
licensee, and either a facsimile of the signature of the
licensee or a space upon which the licensee shall write his
usual signature with pen and ink immediately upon receipt
of the license. No license is valid until it has been so signed
by the licensee. [1990 c 250 § 40; 1981 c 245 § 1; 1975 1st
ex.s. c 191 § 3; 1969 c 99 § 6; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 11.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1981 c 245: "This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support of the state
government and its existing public institutions, and shall take effect July 1,
1981." [1981 c 245§ 5.]

Effective date—1969 c 99: See note following RCW 43.51.060.

46.20.181 Expiration date—Renewal—Fee. Every
driver’s license expires on the fourth anniversary of the
licensee’s birthdate following the issuance of the license.
Every such-license is renewable on or before its expiration
upon application prescribed by the department and the
payment of a fee of fourteen dollars. This fee includes the
fee for the required photograph. [1990 c 250 § 41; 1981 c
245 § 2; 1975 Ist ex.s. ¢ 191 § 4; 1969 c 99 § 7 1965 ex.s.
c 170 § 46; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 17.]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—1981 c 245: See note following RCW 46.20.161.

Effective date—1969 ¢ 99: See note following RCW 43.51.060.
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46.20.185 Renewal procedure—Applicant not
deprived of identification with photograph. The de-
partment of licensing shall establish a procedure for renewal
of drivers’ licenses under this chapter which does not
deprive the applicant during the renewal process of an
identification bearing the applicant’s photograph.

This identification shall be designed to and shall be
accepted as proper identification under RCW 66.16.040.
[1979 ex.s. ¢ 87 § 1.] :

46.20.187 Registration of sex offenders—Notice to
persons applying for or renewing a driver’s license or
identicard. The department, at the time a person renews his
or her driver’s license or identicard, or surrenders a driver’s
license from another jurisdiction pursuant to RCW 46.20.021
and makes an application for a driver’s license or an
identicard, shall provide the applicant with written informa-
tion on the registration requirements of RCW 9A.44.130.
[1990 ¢ 3 § 407.]

Index, part headings not law—Severability—Effective dates—
Application—1990 c 3: See RCW 18.155.900 through 18.155.902.

46.20.190 License in immediate possession and
displayed on demand. Every licensee shall have his
driver’s license in his immediate possession at all times
when operating a motor vehicle and shall display the same
upon demand to any police officer or to any other person
when and if required by law to do so. The offense described
in this section is a nonmoving offense. [1979 ex.s. c 136 §
56; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 15; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.20.190. Prior:
1937 ¢ 188 § 59; RRS § 6312-59; 1921 c 108 § 7, part;
RRS § 6369, part.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Driver’s license, duty to display under other circumstances: RCW
46.52.020, 46.61.020, 46.61.021.

46.20.200 Lost or destroyed licenses or permits—
Duplicates—Corrected replacements—Fee. (1) If an
instruction permit, identicard, or a driver’s license is lost or
destroyed, the person to whom it was issued may obtain a
duplicate of it upon furnishing proof of such fact satisfactory
to the department and payment of a fee of five dollars to the
department. ’

(2) A replacement permit, identicard, or driver’s license
may be obtained to change or correct material information
upon payment of a fee of two dollars and surrender of the
permit, identicard, or driver’s license being replaced. [1985
exs.c18§5; 1975 Ist ex.s. ¢ 191 § 5; 1965 ex.s. c 121 §
16; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.200. Prior: 1947 c 164 § 18; 1937
c 188 § 60; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6312-60; 1921 c 108 § 11;
RRS § 6373.]

Effective date—198S ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.

46.20.205 Change of address or name—Notification
of department. (Effective until October 1, 1996.) When-
ever any person after applying for or receiving a driver’s
license or identicard moves from the address named in the
application or in the license or identicard issued to him or
her or when the name of a licensee or holder of an
identicard is changed by marriage or otherwise, the person
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shall within ten days thereafter notify the department in
writing on a form provided by the department of his or her
old and new addresses or of such former and new names and
of the number of any license then held by him or her. The
written notification is the exclusive means by which the
address of record maintained by the department concerning
the licensee or identicard holder may be changed. The form
must contain a place for the person to indicate that the
address change is not for voting purposes. The department
of licensing shall notify the secretary of state by the means
described in RCW 29.07.270(3) of all change of address
information received by means of this form except informa-
tion on persons indicating that the change is not for voting
purposes. Any notice regarding the cancellation, suspension,
revocation, probation, or nonrenewal of the driver’s license,
driving privilege, or identicard mailed to the address of
record of the licensee or identicard holder is effective
notwithstanding the licensee’s or identicard holder’s failure
to receive the notice. [1994 ¢ 57 § 52; 1989 c 337 § 6;
1969 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 13; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 18.]

Severability—Effective date—1994 ¢ 57: See notes following RCW
10.64.021.

46.20.205 Change of address or name—Notification
of department. (Effective October 1, 1996.) Whenever any
person after applying for or receiving a driver’s license or
identicard moves from the address named in the application
or in the license or identicard issued to him or her or when
the name of a licensee or holder of an identicard is changed
by marriage or otherwise, the person shall within ten days
thereafter notify the department in writing on a form
provided by the department of his or her old and new
addresses or of such former and new names and of the
number of any license then held by him or her. The written
notification, or other means as designated by rule of the
department, is the exclusive means by which the address of
record maintained by the department conceming the licensee
or identicard holder may be changed. The form must
contain a place for the person to indicate that the address
change is not for voting purposes. The department of li-
censing shall notify the secretary of state by the means
described in RCW 29.07.270(3) of all change of address
information received by means of this form except informa-
tion on persons indicating that the change is not for voting
purposes. Any notice regarding the cancellation, suspension,
revocation, disqualification, probation, or nonrenewal of the
driver’s license, commercial driver’s license, driving privi-
lege, or identicard mailed to the address of record of the
licensee or identicard holder is effective notwithstanding the
licensee’s or identicard holder’s failure to receive the notice.
[1996 c 30 § 4; 1994 ¢ 57 § 52; 1989 c 337 § 6; 1969 ex.s.
c 170 § 13; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 18.]

Effective date—1996 ¢ 30: See note following RCW 46.25.010.

Severability—Effective date—1994 ¢ 57: See notes following RCW
10.64.021.

46.20.207 Cancellation—Grounds. (1) The depart-
ment is authorized to cancel any driver’s license upon
determining that the licensee was not entitled to the issuance
of the license, or that the licensee failed to give the required
or correct information in his or her application, or that the
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licensee is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle for any of
the reasons under RCW 46.20.031 (4) and (7).

(2) Upon such cancellation, the licensee must surrender
the license so canceled to the department. [1993 c 501 § 3;
1991 c 293 § 4; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 20.]

46.20.215 Nonresidents—Suspension or revoca-
tion—Reporting convictions and traffic infractions. (1)
The privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the highways of
this state given to a nonresident hereunder shall be subject
to suspension or revocation by the department in like manner
and for like cause as a driver’s license issued hereunder may
be suspended or revoked.

(2) The department shall, upon receiving a record of the
conviction in this state of a nonresident driver of a motor
vehicle of any offense under the motor vehicle laws of this
state, forward a report of such conviction to the motor
vehicle administrator in the state wherein the person so con-
victed is a resident. Such report shall clearly identify the
person convicted; describe the violation specifying the
section of the statute, code or ordinance violated; identify the
court in which action was taken; and indicate whether a plea
of guilty or not guilty was entered, or the conviction was a
result of the forfeiture of bail, bond or other security.

(3) The department shall, upon receiving a record of the
commission of a traffic infraction in this state by a nonresi-
dent driver of a motor vehicle, forward a report of the traffic
infraction to the motor vehicle administrator in the state
where the person who committed the infraction resides. The
report shall clearly identify the person found to have
committed the infraction; describe the infraction, specifying
the section of the statute, code or ordinance violated; identify
the court in which action was taken; and indicate whether
the determination that an infraction was committed was
contested or whether the individual failed to respond to the
notice of infraction. [1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 57; 1965 ex.s. c
121 § 21.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.20.220 Unlawful renting of vehicle to unlicensed
person—Rental record. (1) It shall be unlawful for any
person to rent a motor vehicle of any kind including a
motorcycle to any other person unless the latter person is
then duly licensed as a vehicle driver for the kind of motor
vehicle being rented in this state or, in case of a nonresident,
then that he is duly licensed as a driver under the laws of the
state or country of his residence except a nonresident whose
home state or country does not require that a motor vehicle
driver be licensed;

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to rent a motor
vehicle to another person until he has inspected the vehicle
driver’s license of such other person and compared and
verified the signature thereon with the signature of such
other person written in his presence;

(3) Every person renting a motor vehicle to another
person shall keep a record of the vehicle license number of
the motor vehicle so rented, the name and address of the
person to whom the motor vehicle is rented, the number of
the vehicle driver’s license of the person renting the vehicle
and the date and place when and where such vehicle driver’s
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license was issued. Such record shall be open to inspection
by any police officer or anyone acting for the director.
(1969 c 27 § 1. Prior: 1967 ¢ 232 § 9; 1967 c 32 § 28;
1961 c 12 § 46.20.220; prior: 1937 c 188 § 63; RRS §
6312-63.]

Allowing unauthorized person to drive: RCW 46.16.011, 46.20.344.

Helmet requirements when motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or moped
rented: RCW 46.37.535.

46.20.265 Revocation of juvenile driving privileg-
es—Alcohol or drug violations. (1) In addition to any
other authority to revoke driving privileges under this
chapter, the department shall revoke all driving privileges of
a juvenile when the department receives notice from a court
pursuant to RCW 9.41.040(5), 13.40.265, 66.44.365,
69.41.065, 69.50.420, 69.52.070, or a substantially similar
municipal ordinance adopted by a local legislative authority,
or from a diversion unit pursuant to RCW 13.40.265. The
revocation shall be imposed without hearing.

(2) The driving privileges of the juvenile revoked under
subsection (1) of this section shall be revoked in the follow-
ing manner:

(a) Upon receipt of the first notice, the department shall
impose a revocation for one year, or until the juvenile
reaches seventeen years of age, whichever is longer.

(b) Upon receipt of a second or subsequent notice, the
department shall impose a revocation for two years or until
the juvenile reaches eighteen years of age, whichever is
longer.

(c) Each offense for which the department receives
notice shall result in a separate period of revocation. All
periods of revocation imposed under this section that could
otherwise overlap shall run consecutively and no period of
revocation imposed under this section shall begin before the
expiration of all other periods of revocation imposed under
this section or other law.

(3) If the department receives notice from a court that
the juvenile’s privilege to drive should be reinstated, the
department shall immediately reinstate any driving privileges
that have been revoked under this section.

(4)(a) If the department receives notice pursuant to
RCW 13.40.265(2)(b) from a diversion unit that a juvenile
has completed a diversion agreement for which the juvenile’s
driving privileges were revoked, the department shall rein-
state any driving privileges revoked under this. section as
provided in (b) of this subsection.

(b) If the diversion agreement was for the juvenile’s
first violation of chapter 66.44, 69.41, 69.50, or 69.52 RCW,
the department shall not reinstate the juvenile’s privilege to
drive until the later of ninety days after the date the juvenile
turns sixteen or ninety days after the juvenile entered into a
diversion agreement for the offense. If the diversion agree-
ment was for the juvenile’s second or subsequent violation
of chapter 66.44, 69.41, 69.50, or 69.52 RCW, the depart-
ment shall not reinstate the juvenile’s privilege to drive until
the later of the date the juvenile turns seventeen or one year
after the juvenile entered into the second or subsequent di-
version agreement. [1994 sp.s. ¢ 7 § 439; 1991 ¢ 260 § 1;
1989 c 271 § 117; 1988 ¢ 148 § 7.]

Finding—Intent—Severability—1994 sps. c 7: See notes following
RCW 43.70.540.
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Effective date—1994 sp.s. ¢ 7 §§ 401-410, 413-416, 418-437, and
439-460: See note following RCW 9.41.010.

Severability—1989 ¢ 271: See note following RCW 9.94A.310.

Legislative finding—Severability—1988 c 148: See notes following
RCW 13.40.265.

46.20.270 Conviction of offense requiring license
suspension or revocation—Procedure—Forwarding of
records—Municipalities to report parking violations—
Terms defined. (1) Whenever any person is convicted of
any offense for which this title makes mandatory the
suspension or revocation of the driver’s license of such
person by the department, the privilege of the person to
operate a vehicle is suspended until the department takes the
action required by this chapter, and the court in which such
conviction is had shall forthwith secure the immediate
forfeiture of the driver’s license of such convicted person
and immediately forward such driver’s license to the
department, and on failure of such convicted person to
deliver such driver’s license the judge shall cause such
person to be confined for the period of such suspension or
revocation or until such driver’s license is delivered to such
judge: PROVIDED, That if the convicted person testifies
that he or she does not and at the time of the offense did not
have a current and valid vehicle driver’s license, the judge
shall cause such person to be charged with the operation of
a motor vehicle without a current and valid driver’s license
and on conviction punished as by law provided, and the
department may not issue a driver’s license to such persons
during the period of suspension or revocation: PROVIDED,
ALSO, That if the driver’s license of such convicted person
has been lost or destroyed and such convicted person makes
an affidavit to that effect, sworn to before the judge, the
convicted person may not be so confined, but the department
may not issue or reissue a driver’s license for such convicted
person during the period of such suspension or revocation:
PROVIDED, That perfection of notice of appeal shall stay
the execution of sentence including the suspension and/or
revocation of the driver’s license.

(2) Every court having jurisdiction over offenses
committed under this chapter, or any other act of this state
or municipal ordinance adopted by a local authority regulat-
ing the operation of motor vehicles on highways, or any
federal authority having jurisdiction over offenses substan-
tially the same as those set forth in Title 46 RCW which
occur on federal installations within this state, shall forward
to the department within ten days of a forfeiture of bail or
collateral deposited to secure the defendant’s appearance in
court, a payment of a fine or penalty, a plea of guilty or a
finding of guilt, or a finding that any person has committed
a traffic infraction an abstract of the court record in the form
prescribed by rule of the supreme court, showing the
conviction of any person or the finding that any person has
committed a traffic infraction in said court for a violation of
any said laws other than regulations governing standing,
stopping, parking, and pedestrian offenses.

(3) Every municipality having jurisdiction over offenses
committed under this chapter, or under any other act of this
state or municipal ordinance adopted by a local authority
regulating the operation of motor vehicles on highways, may
forward to the department within ten days of failure to
respond, failure to pay a penalty, failure to appear at a
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hearing to contest the determination that a violation of any
statute, ordinance, or regulation relating to standing, ‘stop-
ping, or parking has been committed, or failure to appear at
a hearing to explain mitigating circumstances, an abstract of
the citation record in the form prescribed by rule of the
department, showing the finding by such municipality that
two or more violations of laws governing standing, stopping,
and parking have been committed and indicating the nature
of the defendant’s failure to act. Such violations may not
have occurred while the vehicle is stolen from the registered
owner or is leased or rented under a bona fide commercial
vehicle lease or rental agreement between a lessor engaged
in the business of leasing vehicles and a lessee who is not
the vehicle’s registered owner. The department may enter
into agreements of reciprocity with the duly authorized
representatives of the states for reporting to each other
violations of laws governing standing, stopping, and parking.

(4) For the purposes of Title 46 RCW the term "convic-
tion" means a final conviction in a state or municipal court
or by any federal authority having jurisdiction over offenses
substantially the same as those set forth in Title 46 RCW
which occur on federal installations in this state, an
unvacated forfeiture of bail or collateral deposited to secure
a defendant’s appearance in court, the payment of a fine, a
plea of guilty, or a finding of guilt on a traffic law violation
charge, regardless of whether the imposition of sentence or
sanctions are deferred or the penalty is suspended, but not
including entry into a deferred prosecution agreement under
chapter 10.05 RCW.

(5) For the purposes of Title 46 RCW the term "finding
that a traffic infraction has been committed" means a failure
to respond to a notice of infraction or a determination made
by a court pursuant to this chapter. Payment of a monetary
penalty made pursuant to RCW 46.63.070(2) is deemed
equivalent to such a finding. [1990 2nd ex.s. c 1 § 402;
1990 ¢ 250 § 42; 1982 1Istex.s. c 14 § 5; 1979 ex.s. c 136
§ 58,1979 c 61 § 7, 1977 ex.s.c 3 § 1; 1967 ex.s.c 145 §
55; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 22; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.270. Prior:
1937 c 188 § 68; RRS § 6312-68; prior: 1923 ¢ 122 § 2,
part; 1921 c 108 § 9, part; RRS § 6371, part.]

Severability—1990 2nd ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW
82.14.300.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—Severability—1982 1st ex.s. ¢ 14: See notes
following RCW 46.63.060.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Severability—1967 ex.s. ¢ 145: See RCW 47.98.043.

46.20.285 Offenses requiring revocation of license.
The department shall forthwith revoke the license of any
driver for the period of one calendar year unless otherwise
provided in this section, upon receiving a record of the
driver’s conviction of any of the following offenses, when
the conviction has become final:

(1) For vehicular homicide the period of revocation shall
be two years. The revocation period shall be tolled during
any period of total confinement for the offense;

(2) Vehicular assault. The revocation period shall be
tolled during any period of total confinement for the offense;

(3) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of
intoxicating liquor or a narcotic drug, or under the influence
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of any other drug to a degree which renders the driver
incapable of safely driving a motor vehicle, upon a showing
by the department’s records that the conviction is the second
such conviction for the driver within a period of five years.
Upon a showing that the conviction is the third such convic-
tion for the driver within a period of five years, the period
of revocation shall be two years;

(4) Any felony in the commission of which a motor
vehicle is used;

(5) Failure to stop and give information or render aid as
required under the laws of this state in the event of a motor
vehicle accident resulting in the death or personal injury of
another or resulting in damage to a vehicle that is driven or
attended by another;

(6) Perjury or the making of a false affidavit or state-
ment.under oath to the department under Title 46 RCW or
under any other law relating to the ownership or operation
of motor vehicles;

(7) Reckless driving upon a showing by the
department’s records that the conviction is the third such
conviction for the driver within a period of two years. [1996
c 199 § 5; 1990 c 250 § 43; 1985 ¢ 407 § 2, 1984 c 258 §
324; 1983 ¢ 165 § 16; 1983 ¢ 165 § 15; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 §
24.]

Severability—1996 c 199: See note following RCW 9.94A.120.

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective dates—1985 ¢ 407: See note following RCW 46.04.480.

Court Improvement Act of 1984—Effective dates—Severability—
Short title—1984 ¢ 258: See notes following RCW 3.30.010.

Intent—1984 ¢ 258: See note following RCW 3.46.120.

Legislative finding, intent—Effective dates—Severability—1983 c
165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308.

Revocation of license for attempting to elude pursuing police vehicle: RCW
46.61.024.

Vehicular assault, penalty: RCW 46.61.522.
Vehicular homicide, penalty: RCW 46.61.520.

46.20.286 Adoption of procedures. The department
of licensing shall adopt procedures in cooperation with the
office of the administrator for the courts and the department
of corrections to implement RCW 46.20.285. [1996 ¢ 199
§6.]

Severability—1996 c 199: See note following RCW 9.94A.120.

46.20.289 Suspension for failure to respond, appear,
etc. The department shall suspend all driving privileges of
a person when the department receives notice from a court
under RCW 46.63.070(5) or 46.64.025 that the person has
failed to respond to a notice of traffic infraction, failed to
appear at a requested hearing, violated a written promise to
appear in court, or has failed to comply with the terms of a
notice of traffic infraction or citation, other than for a notice
of a violation of RCW 46.55.105 or a standing, stopping, or
parking violation. A suspension under this section takes
effect thirty days after the date the department mails notice
of the suspension, and remains in effect until the department
has received a certificate from the court showing that the
case has been adjudicated, and until the person meets the
requirements of RCW 46.20.311. A suspension under this
section does not take effect if, prior to the effective date of
the suspension, the department receives a certificate from the
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court showing that the case has been adjudicated. [1995 c
219 § 2; 1993 ¢ 501 § 1.]

46.20.291 Authority to suspend licenses—Grounds.
The department is authorized to suspend the license of a
driver upon a showing by its records or other sufficient
evidence that the licensee:

(1) Has committed an offense for which mandatory
revocation or suspension of license is provided by law;

(2) Has, by reckless or unlawful operation of a motor
vehicle, caused or contributed to an accident resulting in
death or injury to any person or serious property damage;

(3) Has been convicted of offenses against traffic
regulations governing the movement of vehicles, or found to
have committed traffic infractions, with such frequency as to
indicate a disrespect for traffic laws or a disregard for the
safety of other persons on the highways;

(4) Is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle under RCW
46.20.031(3); or

(5) Has failed to respond to a notice of traffic infraction,
failed to appear at a requested hearing, violated a written
promise to appear in court, or has failed to comply with the
terms of a notice of traffic infraction or citation, as provided
in RCW 46.20.289; or

(6) Has committed one of the prohibited practices
relating to drivers’ licenses defined in RCW 46.20.336.
[1993 c 501 -§ 4; 1991 c 293 § 5; 1980 c 128 § 12; 1965
ex.s. c 121 § 25.]

Effective date—Severability—1980 c 128: See notes following
RCW 46.63.060.

Reckless driving, suspension of license: RCW 46.61.500.

Vehicular assault
drug and alcohol evaluation and treatment: RCW 46.61.524.
penalty: RCW 46.61.522.

Vehicular homicide
drug and alcohol evaluation and treatment: RCW 46.61.524.
penalty: RCW 46.61.520.

46.20.292 Suspension, revocation, or restriction of
license—Finding of juvenile court officer. The department
may suspend, revoke, restrict, or condition any driver’s
license upon a showing of its records that the licensee has
been found by a juvenile court, chief probation officer, or
any other duly authorized officer of a juvenile court to have
committed any offense or offenses which under Title 46
RCW constitutes grounds for said action. [1979 c 61 § 8§;
1967 c 167 § 9.]

46.20.293 Record of traffic charges of minors
furnished to juvenile court—Authority to furnish other
requested services to court, parents, or guardians. The
department is authorized to provide juvenile courts with the
department’s record of traffic charges compiled under RCW
46.52.100 and 13.50.200, against any minor upon the request
of any state juvenile court or duly authorized officer of any
juvenile court of this state. Further, the department is
authorized to provide any juvenile court with any requested
service which the department can reasonably perform which
is not inconsistent with its legal authority which substantially
aids juvenile courts in handling traffic cases and which
promotes highway safety.
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The department is authorized to furnish to the parent,
parents, or guardian of any person under eighteen years of
age who is not emancipated from such parent, parents, or
guardian, the department records of traffic charges compiled
against the person and shall collect for the copy a fee of four
dollars and fifty cents to be deposited in the highway safety
fund. [1990 c 250 § 44; 1979 c 61 § 9; 1977 ex.s.c 3 § 2
1971 ex.s. ¢ 292 § 45; 1969 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 14; 1967 c 167 §
10.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Severability—1971 ex.s. ¢ 292: See note following RCW 26.28.010.

46.20.300 Suspension, etc., for extraterritorial
convictions. The director of licensing shall suspend, revoke,
or cancel the vehicle driver’s license of any resident of this
state upon receiving notice of the conviction of such person
in another state of an offense therein which, if committed in
this state, would be ground for the suspension or revocation
of the vehicle driver’s license. The director may further,
upon receiving a record of the conviction in this state of a
nonresident driver of a motor vehicle of any offense under
the motor vehicle laws of this state, forward a certified copy
of such record to the motor vehicle administrator in the state
of which the person so convicted is a resident; such record
to consist of a copy of the judgment and sentence in the
case. [1989 ¢ 337 § 7, 1979 c 158 § 150; 1967 c 32 § 29;
1961 c 12 § 46.20.300. Prior: 1957 c 273 § 8; prior: 1937
c 188 § 66, part; RRS § 6312-66, part; 1923 ¢ 122 § 1, part;
1921 c 108 § 9, part; RRS § 6371, part.]

46.20.305 Reexamination may be required—
Certificate of licensee’s condition—Action by department.
The department, having good cause to believe that a licensed
driver is incompetent or otherwise not qualified to be li-
censed may upon notice require him to submit to an exami-
nation. The department may in addition require such person
to obtain a certificate showing his condition signed by a
licensed physician or other proper authority designated by
the department. Upon the conclusion of such examination
the department shall take driver improvement action as may
be appropriate and may suspend or revoke the license of
such person or permit him to retain such license, or may
issue a license subject to restrictions as permitted under
RCW 46.20.041. The department may suspend or revoke
the license of such person who refuses or neglects to submit
to such examination. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 26.]

46.20.308 Implied consent—License sanctions for
test refusal—Procedures. (1) Any person who operates a
motor vehicle within this state is deemed to have given
consent, subject to the provisions of RCW 46.61.506, to a
test or tests of his or her breath or blood for the purpose of
determining the alcohol concentration or presence of any
drug in his or her breath or blood if arrested for any offense
where, at the time of the arrest, the arresting officer has
reasonable grounds to believe the person had been driving or
was in actual physical control of a motor vehicle while under
the influence of intoxicating liquor or any drug or was in
violation of RCW 46.61.503.

(2) The test or tests of breath shall be administered at
the direction of a law enforcement officer having reasonable
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grounds to believe the person to have been driving or in
actual physical control of a motor vehicle within this state
while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or the person
to have been driving or in actual physical control of a motor
vehicle while having alcohol in a concentration of 0.02 or
more in his or her system and being under the age of
twenty-one. However, in those instances where the person
is incapable due to physical injury, physical incapacity, or
other physical limitation, of providing a breath sample or
where the person is being treated in a hospital, clinic,
doctor’s office, emergency medical vehicle, ambulance, or
other similar facility in which a breath testing instrument is
not present or where the officer has reasonable grounds to
believe that the person is under the influence of a drug, a
blood test shall be administered by a qualified person as
provided in RCW 46.61.506(4). The officer shall inform the
person of his or her right to refuse the breath or blood test,
and of his or her right to have additional tests administered
by any qualified person of his or her choosing as provided
in RCW 46.61.506. The officer shall warn the driver that:

(a) His or her license, permit, or privilege to drive will
be revoked or denied if he or she refuses to submit to the
test;

(b) His or her license, permit, or privilege to drive will
be suspended, revoked, denied, or placed in probationary
status if the test is administered and the test indicates the
alcohol concentration of the person’s breath or blood is 0.10
or more, in the case of a person age twenty-one or over, or
0.02 or more in the case of a person under age twenty-one;
and

(c) His or her refusal to take the test may be used in a
criminal trial.

(3) Except as provided in this section, the test adminis-
tered shall be of the breath only. If an individual is uncon-
scious or is under arrest for the crime of vehicular homicide
as provided in RCW 46.61.520 or vehicular assault as
provided in RCW 46.61.522, or if an individual is under
arrest for the crime of driving while under the influence of
intoxicating liquor or drugs as provided in RCW 46.61.502,
which arrest results from an accident in which there has been
serious bodily injury to another person, a breath or blood test
may be administered without the consent of the individual so
arrested.

(4) Any person who is dead, unconscious, or who is
otherwise in a condition rendering him or her incapable of
refusal, shall be deemed not to have withdrawn the consent
provided by subsection (1) of this section and the test or
tests may be administered, subject to the provisions of RCW
46.61.506, and the person shall be deemed to have received
the warnings required under subsection (2) of this section.

(5) If, following his or her arrest and receipt of warn-
ings under subsection (2) of this section, the person arrested
refuses upon the request of a law enforcement officer to
submit to a test or tests of his or her breath or blood, no test
shall be given except as authorized under subsection (3) or
(4) of this section.

(6) If, after arrest and after the other applicable condi-
tions and requirements of this section have been satisfied, a
test or tests of the person’s blood or breath is administered
and the test results indicate that the alcohol concentration of
the person’s breath or blood is 0.10 or more if the person is
age twenty-one or over, or is 0.02 or more if the person is
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under the age of twenty-one, or the person refuses to submit
to a test, the arresting officer or other law enforcement
officer at whose direction any test has been given, or the
department, where applicable, if the arrest results in a test of
the person’s blood, shall:

(a) Serve notice in writing on the person on behalf of

the department of its intention to suspend, revoke, deny, or
place in probationary status the person’s license, permit, or
privilege to drive as required by subsection (7) of this
section; :
(b) Serve notice in writing on the person on behalf of
the department of his or her right to a hearing, specifying the
steps he or she must take to obtain a hearing as provided by
subsection (8) of this section;

(c) Mark the person’s Washington state driver’s license
or permit to drive, if any, in a manner authorized by the
department;

(d) Serve notice in writing that the marked license or
permit, if any, is a temporary license that is valid for sixty
days from the date of arrest or from the date notice has been
given in the event notice is given by the department follow-
ing a blood test, or until the suspension, revocation, or denial
of the person’s license, permit, or privilege to drive is
sustained at a hearing pursuant to subsection (8) of this
section, whichever occurs first. No temporary license is
valid to any greater degree than the license or permit that it
replaces; and

(e) Immediately notify the department of the arrest and
transmit to the department within seventy-two hours, except
as delayed as the result of a blood test, a sworn report or
report under a declaration authorized by RCW 9A.72.085
that states: A

(i) That the officer had reasonable grounds to believe
the arrested person had been driving or was in actual
physical control of a motor vehicle within this state while
under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, or both,
or was under the age of twenty-one years and had been
driving or was in actual physical control of a motor vehicle
while having an alcohol concentration of 0.02 or more;

(ii) That after receipt of the warnings required by
subsection (2) of this section the person refused to submit to
a test of his or her blood or breath, or a test was adminis-
tered and the results indicated that the alcohol concentration
of the person’s breath or blood was 0.10 or more if the per-
son is age twenty-one or over, or was 0.02 or more if the
person is under the age of twenty-one; and

(iii) Any other information that the director may require
by rule.

(7) The department of licensing, upon the receipt of a
sworn report or report under a declaration authorized by
RCW 9A.72.085 under subsection (6)(e) of this section, shall
suspend, revoke, deny, or place in probationary status the
person’s license, permit, or privilege to drive or any nonresi-
dent operating privilege, as provided in RCW 46.20.3101,
such suspension, revocation, denial, or placement in proba-
tionary status to be effective beginning sixty days from the
date of arrest or from the date notice has been given in the
event notice is given by the department following a blood
test, or when sustained at a hearing pursuant to subsection
(8) of this section, whichever occurs first.

(8) A person receiving notification under subsection
(6)(b) of this section may, within thirty days after the notice
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has been given, request in writing a formal hearing before
the department. The person shall pay a fee of one hundred
dollars as part of the request. If the request is mailed, it
must be postmarked within thirty days after receipt of the
notification. Upon timely receipt of such a request for a
formal hearing, including receipt of the required one hundred
dollar fee, the department shall afford the person an opportu-
nity for a hearing. Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, the hearing is subject to and shall be scheduled and
conducted in accordance with RCW 46.20.329 and
46.20.332. The hearing shall be conducted in the county of
the arrest, except that all or part of the hearing may, at the
discretion of the department, be conducted by telephone or
other electronic means. The hearing shall be held within
sixty days following the arrest or following the date notice
has been given in the event notice is given by the depart-
ment following a blood test, unless otherwise agreed to by
the department and the person, in which case the action by
the department shall be stayed, and any valid temporary
license marked under subsection (6)(c) of this section
extended, if the person is otherwise eligible for licensing.
For the purposes of this section, the scope of the hearing
shall cover the issues of whether a law enforcement officer
had reasonable grounds to believe the person had been
driving or was in actual physical control of a motor vehicle
within this state while under the influence of intoxicating
liquor or any drug or had been driving or was in actual
physical control of a motor vehicle within this state while
having alcohol in his or her system in a concentration of
0.02 or more and was under the age of twenty-one, whether
the person was placed under arrest, and (a) whether the
person refused to submit to the test or tests upon request of
the officer after having been informed that such refusal
would result in the revocation of the person’s license, permit,
or privilege to drive, or (b) if a test or tests were adminis-
tered, whether the applicable requirements of this section
were satisfied before the administration of the test or tests,
whether the person submitted to the test or tests, or whether
a test was administered without express consent as permitted
under this section, and whether the test or tests indicated that
the alcohol concentration of the person’s breath or blood was
0.10 or more if the person was age twenty-one or over at the
time of the arrest, or was 0.02 or more if the person was
under the age of twenty-one at the time of the arrest. The
sworn report or report under a declaration authorized by
RCW 9A.72.085 submitted by a law enforcement officer is
prima facie evidence that the officer had reasonable grounds
to believe the person had been driving or was in actual phys-
ical control of a motor vehicle within this state while under
the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs, or both, or the
person had been driving or was in actual physical control of
a motor vehicle within this state while having alcohol in his
or her system in a concentration of 0.02 or more and was
under the age of twenty-one and that the officer complied
with the requirements of this section.

A hearing officer shall conduct the hearing, may issue
subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses and the production
of documents, and shall administer oaths to witnesses. The
hearing officer shall not issue a subpoena for the attendance
of a witness at the request of the person unless the request
is accompanied by the fee required by RCW 5.56.010 for a
witness in district court. The sworn report or report under
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a declaration authorized by RCW 9A.72.085 of the law
enforcement officer and any other evidence accompanying
the report shall be admissible without further evidentiary
foundation and the certifications authorized by the criminal
rules for courts of limited jurisdiction shall be admissible
without further evidentiary foundation. The person may be
represented by counsel, may question witnesses, may present
evidence, and may testify. The department shall order that
the suspension, revocation, denial, or placement in pro-
bationary status either be rescinded or sustained.

(9) If the suspension, revocation, denial, or placement
in probationary status is sustained after such a hearing, the
person whose license, privilege, or permit is suspended,
revoked, denied, or placed in probationary status has the
right to file a petition in the superior court of the county of
arrest to review the final order of revocation by the depart-
ment in the same manner as an appeal from a decision of a
court of limited jurisdiction. The appellant must pay the
costs associated with obtaining the record of the hearing
before the hearing officer. The filing of the appeal does not
stay the effective date of the suspension, revocation, denial,
or placement in probationary status. A petition filed under
this subsection must include the petitioner’s grounds for
requesting review. Upon granting petitioner’s request for
review, the court shall review the department’s final order of
suspension, revocation, denial, or placement in probationary
status as expeditiously as possible. If judicial relief is
sought for a stay or other temporary remedy from the
department’s action, the court shall not grant such relief
unless the court finds that the appellant is likely to prevalil in
the appeal and that without a stay the appellant will suffer
irreparable injury. If the court stays the suspension, revoca-
tion, denial, or placement in probationary status it may
impose conditions on such stay.

(10) If a person whose driver’s license, permit, or privi-
lege to drive has been or will be suspended, revoked, denied,
or placed in probationary status under subsection (7) of this
section, other than as a result of a breath test refusal, and
who has not committed an offense within the last five years
for which he or she was granted a deferred prosecution
under chapter 10.05 RCW, petitions a court for a deferred
prosecution on criminal charges arising out of the arrest for
which action has been or will be taken under subsection (7)
of this section, the court may direct the department to stay
any actual or proposed suspension, revocation, denial, or
placement in probationary status for at least forty-five days
but not more than ninety days. If the court stays the
suspension, revocation, denial, or placement in probationary
status, it may impose conditions on such stay. If the person
is otherwise eligible for licensing, the department shall issue
a temporary license, or extend any valid temporary license
marked under subsection (6) of this section, for the period of
the stay. If a deferred prosecution treatment plan is not
recommended in the report made under RCW 10.05.050, or
if treatment is rejected by the court, or if the person declines
to accept an offered treatment plan, or if the person violates
any condition imposed by the court, then the.court shall
immediately direct the department to cancel the stay and any
temporary marked license or extension of a temporary
license issued under this subsection.

A suspension, revocation, or denial imposed under this
section, other than as a result of a breath test refusal, shall
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be stayed if the person is accepted for deferred prosecution
as provided in chapter 10.05 RCW for the incident upon
which the suspension, revocation, or denial is based. If the
deferred prosecution is terminated, the stay shall be lifted
and the suspension, revocation, or denial reinstated. If the
deferred prosecution is completed, the stay shall be lifted
and the suspension, revocation, or denial canceled.

(11) When it has been finally determined under the
procedures of this section that a nonresident’s privilege to
operate a motor vehicle in this state has been suspended,
revoked, or denied, the department shall give information in
writing of the action taken to the motor vehicle administrator
of the state of the person’s residence and of any state in
which he or she has a license. [1995 ¢ 332 § 1; 1994 ¢ 275
§ 13; 1989 ¢ 337 § 8; 1987 c 22 § 1. Prior: 1986 c 153 §
5; 1986 c 64 § 1; 1985 c 407 § 3; 1983 c 165 § 2; 1983 c
165 § 1; 1981 ¢ 260 § 11; prior: 1979 ex.s. c 176 § 3; 1979
ex.s. c 136 § 59; 1979 ¢ 158 § 151; 1975 1st ex.s. c 287 §
4; 1969 c 1 § 1 (Initiative Measure No. 242, approved
November 5, 1968).]

Severability—1995 ¢ 332: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of

the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1995 c 332 § 23.]

Effective dates—1995 c 332: "This act shall take effect September
1, 1995, except for sections 13 and 22 of this act which are necessary for
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support
of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take
effect immediately [May 11, 1995]." [1995 c 332 § 24]

Short title—Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

Effective dates—1985 c 407: See note following RCW 46.04.480.

Legislative finding, intent—1983 c 165: "The legislature finds that
previous attempts to curtail the incidence of driving while intoxicated have
been inadequate. The legislature further finds that property loss, injury, and
death caused by drinking drivers have reached unacceptable levels. This act
is intended to convey the seriousness with which the legislature views this
problem. To that end the legislature seeks to insure swift and certain

" punishment for those who drink and drive. The legislature does not intend

to discourage or deter courts and other agencies from directing or providing
treatment for problem drinkers. However, it is the intent that such
treatment, where appropriate, be in addition to and not in lieu of the
sanctions to be applied to all those convicted of driving while intoxicated.”
[1983 c 165 § 44.]

Effective dates—1983 c 165: "Sections 2, 3 through 12, 14, 16, 18,
22, 24, and 26 of chapter 165, Laws of 1983 shall take effect on January 1,
1986. The remainder of chapter 165, Laws of 1983 is necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support
of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take
effect on July 1, 1983. The director of licensing may immediately take such
steps as are necessary to insure that all sections of chapter 165, Laws of
1983 are implemented on their respective effective dates." [1984 c 219 §
1; 1983 c 165 § 47.)

Severability—1983 ¢ 165: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1983 c 165 § 48.]

Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 176: See note following RCW 46.61.502.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Severability, implied consent law—1969 ¢ 1: See RCW 46.20.911.

" Liability of medical personnel withdrawing blood: RCW 46.61.508.

Refusal of alcohol test—Admissibility as evidence: RCW 46.61.517.

46.20.3101 Implied consent—License sanctions,
length of. Pursuant to RCW 46.20.308, the department shall
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suspend, revoke, or deny the arrested person’s license,
permit, or privilege to drive as follows:

(1) In the case of a person who has refused a test or
tests:

(a) For a first refusal within five years, where there has
not been a previous incident within five years that resulted
in administrative action under this section, revocation or
denial for one year;

(b) For a second or subsequent refusal within five years,
or for a first refusal where there has been one or more
previous incidents within five years that have resulted in
administrative action under this section, revocation or denial
for two years or until the person reaches age twenty-one,
whichever is longer. A revocation imposed under this
subsection (1)(b) shall run consecutively to the period of any
suspension, revocation, or denial imposed pursuant to a
criminal conviction arising out of the same incident.

(2) In the case of an incident where a person has
submitted to or been administered a test or tests indicating
that the alcohol concentration of the person’s breath or blood
was 0.10 or more: ’

(a) For a first incident within five years, where there has
not been a previous incident within five years that resulted
in administrative action under this section, placement in
probationary status as provided in RCW 46.20.355;

(b) For a second or subsequent incident within five
years, revocation or denial for two years. :

(3) In the case of an incident where a person under age
twenty-one has submitted to or been administered a test or
tests indicating that the alcohol concentration of the person’s
breath or blood was 0.02 or more: ’

(a) For a first incident within five years, suspension or
denial for ninety days;

(b) For a second or subsequent incident within five
years, revocation or denial for one year or until the person
reaches age twenty-one, whichever is longer. [1995 c 332
§3.]

Severability—Effective dates—199S ¢ 332: See notes following
RCW 46.20.308.

46.20.311 Duration of license sanctions—Reissuance
or renewal. (1) The department shall not suspend a driver’s
license or privilege to drive a motor vehicle on the public
highways for a fixed period of more than one year, except
as specifically permitted under RCW 46.20.342 or other
provision of law. Except for a suspension under RCW
46.20.289 and 46.20.291(5), whenever the license or driving
privilege of any person is suspended by reason of a convic-
tion, a finding that a traffic infraction has been committed,
pursuant to chapter 46.29 RCW, or pursuant to RCW
46.20.291 or 46.20.308, the suspension shall remain in effect
until the person gives and thereafter maintains proof of
financial responsibility for the future as provided in chapter
46.29 RCW. If the suspension is the result of a violation of
RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, the department shall determine
the person’s eligibility for licensing based upon the reports
provided by the alcoholism agency or probation department
designated under RCW 46.61.5056 and shall deny rein-
statement until enrollment and participation in an approved
program has been established and the person is otherwise
qualified. The department shall not issue to the person a
new, duplicate, or renewal license until the person pays a
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reissue fee of twenty dollars. If the suspension is the result
of a violation of RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, or is the
result of administrative action under RCW 46.20.308, the
reissue fee shall be fifty dollars.

(2) Any person whose license or privilege to drive a
motor vehicle on the public highways has been revoked,
unless the revocation was for a cause which has been
removed, is not entitled to have the license or privilege
renewed or restored until: (a) After the expiration of one
year from the date the license or privilege to drive was
revoked; (b) after the expiration of the applicable revocation
period provided by RCW 46.20.3101 or 46.61.5055; (c) after
the expiration of two years for persons convicted of vehicu-
lar homicide; or (d) after the expiration of the applicable
revocation period provided by RCW 46.20.265. After the
expiration of the appropriate period, the person may make
application for a new license as provided by law together
with a reissue fee in the amount of twenty dollars, but if the
revocation is the result of a violation of RCW 46.20.308,
46.61.502, or 46.61.504, the reissue fee shall be fifty dollars.
If the revocation is the result of a violation of RCW
46.61.502 or 46.61.504, the department shall determine the
person’s eligibility for licensing based upon the reports
provided by the alcoholism agency or probation department
designated under RCW 46.61.5056 and shall deny reissuance
of a license, permit, or privilege to drive until enrollment
and participation in an approved program has been estab-
lished and the person is otherwise qualified. Except for a
revocation under RCW 46.20.265, the department shall not -
then issue a new license unless it is satisfied after inves-
tigation of the driving ability of the person that it will be
safe to grant the privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the
public highways, and until the person gives and thereafter
maintains proof of financial responsibility for the future as
provided in chapter 46.29 RCW. For a revocation under
RCW 46.20.265, the department shall not issue a new license
unless it is satisfied after investigation of the driving ability
of the person that it will be safe to grant that person the
privilege of driving a motor vehicle on the public highways.

(3) Whenever the driver’s license of any person is
suspended pursuant to Article IV of the nonresident violators
compact or RCW 46.23.020 or 46.20.289 or 46.20.291(5),
the department shall not issue to the person any new or
renewal license until the person pays a reissue fee of twenty
dollars. If the suspension is the result of a violation of the
laws of this or any other state, province, or other jurisdiction
involving (a) the operation or physical control of a motor
vehicle upon the public highways while under the influence
of intoxicating liquor or drugs, or (b) the refusal to submit
to a chemical test of the driver’s blood alcohol content, the
reissue fee shall be fifty dollars. [1995 ¢ 332 § 11; 1994 ¢
275 § 27, 1993 ¢ 501 § 5; 1990 c 250 § 45; 1988 c 148 § 9.
Prior: 1985 ¢ 407 § 4; 1985 ¢ 211 § 1; 1984 c 258 § 325;
1983 c 165 § 18; 1983 c 165 § 17; 1982 c 212 § S; 1981 ¢
91§ 1; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 60; 1973 Ist ex.s. c 36 § 1; 1969
c 1 § 2 (Initiative Measure No. 242, approved November 5,
1968); 1967 c 167 § S5; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 27.]

Severability—Effective dates—1995 c 332: See notes following
RCW 46.20.308.

Short title—Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.
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Legislative finding—Severability—1988 c 148: See notes following
RCW 13.40.265.

Effective dates—1985 ¢ 407: See note following RCW 46.04.480.

Court Improvement Act of 1984—Effective dates—Severability—
Short title—1984 c 258: See notes following RCW 3.30.010.

Intent—1984 c 258: See note following RCW 3.46.120.

Legislative finding, intent—Effective dates—Severability—1983 c
165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Severability, implied consent law—1969 c 1: See RCW 46.20.911.

46.20.315 Surrender of license upon suspension or
revocation. The department upon suspending or revoking
a license shall require that such license shall be surrendered
to and be retained by the department. [1985 c 302 § 1; 1965
ex.s. c 121 § 28]

46.20.320 Suspension, etc., effective although
certificate not delivered. Any suspension, revocation, or
cancellation of a vehicle driver’s license shall be in effect
notwithstanding the certificate itself is not delivered over or
possession thereof obtained by a court, officer, or the
director. [1967 c 32 § 30; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.320. Prior:
1957 ¢ 273 § 10; prior: 1937 c 188 § 66, part; RRS § 6312-
66, part; 1923 ¢ 122 § 1, part; 1921 c 108 § 9, part; RRS §
6371, part.]

46.20.322 Driver improvement interview before
suspension, etc.—Exceptions—Appearance of minor’s
parent or guardian. (1) Whenever the department proposes
to suspend or revoke the driving privilege of any person or
proposes to impose terms of probation on a person’s driving
privilege or proposes to refuse to renew a driver’s license,
notice and an opportunity for a driver improvement interview
shall be given before taking such action, except as provided
in RCW 46.20.324 and 46.20.325.

(2) Whenever the department proposes to suspend,
revoke, restrict, or condition a minor driver’s driving
privilege the department may require the appearance of the
minor’s legal guardian or father or mother, otherwise the
parent or guardian having custody of the minor. [1979 c 61
§ 10; 1973 Ist ex.s. c 154 § 88; 1967 ¢ 167 § 6; 1965 ex.s.
c 121 § 29

Severability—1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 154: See note following RCW
2.12.030.

46.20.323 Notice of driver improvement interview—
Contents. The notice shall contain a statement setting forth
the proposed action and the grounds therefor, and notify the
person to appear for a driver improvement interview not less
than ten days from the date notice is given. [1965 ex.s. ¢
121 § 30.]

46.20.324 Persons not entitled to driver improve-
ment interview or formal hearing. A person shall not be
entitled to a driver improvement interview or formal hearing
as hereinafter provided:

(1) When the action by the department is made manda-
tory by the provisions of this chapter or other law; or
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(2) When the person has refused or neglected to submit
to an examination as required by RCW 46.20.305. [1965
exs. c 121 § 31.] -

46.20.325 Suspension or probation before driver
improvement interview—Alternative procedure. In the
alternative to the procedure set forth in RCW 46.20.322 and
46.20.323 the department, whenever it determines from its
records or other sufficient evidence that the safety of persons
upon the highways requires such action, shall forthwith and
without a driver improvement interview suspend the privi-
lege of a person to operate a motor vehicle or impose
reasonable terms and conditions of probation consistent with
the safe operation of a motor vehicle. The department shall
in such case, immediately notify such licensee in writing and
upon his request shall afford him an opportunity for a driver
improvement interview as early as practical within not to
exceed seven days after receipt of such request, or the
department, at the time it gives notice may set the date of a
driver improvement interview, giving not less than ten days’
notice thereof. [1965 ex.s. c 121 § 32.]

46.20.326 Failure to appear or request driver
improvement interview constitutes waiver—Procedure.
Failure to appear for a driver improvement interview at the
time and place stated by the department in its notice as
provided in RCW 46.20.322 and 46.20.323 or failure to
request a driver improvement interview within ten days as
provided in RCW 46.20.325 constitutes a waiver of a driver
improvement interview, and the department may take action
without such driver improvement interview, or the depart-
ment may, upon request of the person whose privilege to
drive may be affected, or at its own option, re-open the case,
take evidence, change or set aside any order theretofore
made, or grant a driver improvement interview. [1990 c 250
§ 46; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 33.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.20.327 Conduct of driver improvement inter-
view—Referee—Evidence—Not deemed hearing. A driver
improvement interview shall be conducted in a completely
informal manner before a driver improvement analyst sitting
as a referee. The applicant or licensee shall have the right
to make or file a written answer or statement in which he
may controvert any point at issue, and present any evidence
or arguments for the consideration of the department
pertinent to the action taken or proposed to be taken or the
grounds therefor. The department may consider its records
relating to the applicant or licensee. The driver improve-
ment interview shall not be deemed an agency hearing.
[1965 ex.s. c 121 § 34.]

46.20.328 Findings and notification after driver
improvement interview—Request for formal hearing.
Upon the conclusion of a driver improvement interview, the
department’s referee shall make findings on the matter under
consideration and shall notify the person involved in writing
by personal service of the findings. The referee’s findings
shall be final unless the person involved is notified to the
contrary by personal service or by certified mail within
fifteen days. The decision is effective upon notice. The
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person upon receiving such notice may, in writing and within
ten days, request a formal hearing. [1979 c 61 § 11; 1965
ex.s. c 121 § 35.]

Persons not entitled to formal hearing: RCW 46.20.324.

46.20.329 Formal hearing—Time and place—
Notice—Stay pending hearing or appeal—Exception—
Conduct of hearing. Upon receiving a request for a formal
hearing as provided in RCW 46.20.328, the department shall
fix a time and place for hearing as early as may be arranged
in the county where the applicant or licensee resides, and
shall give ten days’ notice of the hearing to the applicant or
licensee, except that the hearing may be set for a different
place with the concurrence of the applicant or licensee and
the period of notice may be waived.

Any decision by the department suspending or revoking
a person’s driving privilege shall be stayed and shall not take
effect while a formal hearing is pending as herein provided
or during the pendency of a subsequent appeal to superior
court: PROVIDED, That this stay shall be effective only so
long as there is no conviction of a moving violation or a
finding that the person has committed a traffic infraction
which is a moving violation during pendency of hearing and
appeal: PROVIDED FURTHER, That nothing in this
section shall be construed as prohibiting the department from
seeking an order setting aside the stay during the pendency
of such appeal in those cases where the action of the de-
partment is based upon physical or mental incapacity, or a
failure to successfully complete an examination required by
this chapter. :

A formal hearing shall be conducted by the director or
by a person or persons appointed by the director from among
the employees of the department. [1982 c 189 § 4; 1981 ¢
67 § 28; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 61; 1972 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 1; 1965
ex.s.c 121 § 36.]

Effective date—1982 ¢ 189: See note following RCW 34.12.020.

Effective dates—Severability—1981 c 67: See notes following RCW
34.12.010.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.20.331 Hearing and decision by director’s
designee. The director may appoint a designee, or
designees, to preside over hearings in adjudicative proceed-
ings that may result in the denial, restriction, suspension, or
revocation of a driver’s license or driving privilege, or in the
imposition of requirements to be met prior to issuance or
reissuance of a driver’s license, under Title 46 RCW. The
director may delegate to any such designees the authority to
render the final decision of the department in such proceed-
ings. Chapter 34.12 RCW shall not apply to such proceed-
ings. [1989 ¢ 175 § 111; 1982 c 189 § 3.]

Effective date—1989 ¢ 175: See note following RCW 34.05.010.

Effective date—1982 ¢ 189: See note following RCW 34.12.020.

46.20.332 Formal hearing—Evidence—Subpoenas—
Reexamination—Findings and recommendations. At a
formal hearing the department shall consider its records and
may receive sworn testimony and may issue subpoenas for
the attendance of witnesses and the production of relevant
books and papers in the manner and subject to the conditions
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provided in chapter 5.56 RCW relating to the issuance of
subpoenas. In addition the department may require a
reexamination of the licensee or applicant. Proceedings at
a formal hearing shall be recorded stenographically or by
mechanical device. Upon the conclusion of a formal
hearing, if not heard by the director or a person authorized
by him to make final decisions regarding the issuance,
denial, suspension or revocation of licenses, the referee or
board shall make findings on the matters under consideration
and may prepare and submit recommendations to the director
or such person designated by the director who is authorized
to make final decisions regarding the issuance, denial,
suspension, or revocation of licenses. [1972 ex.s. c 29 § 2;
1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 37.]

46.20.333 Decision after formal hearing. In all cases
not heard by the director or a person authorized by him to
make final decisions regarding the issuance, denial, suspen-
sion, or revocation of licenses the director, or a person so
authorized shall review the records, evidence, and the
findings after a formal hearing, and shall render a decision
sustaining, modifying, or reversing the order of suspension
or revocation or the refusal to grant, or renew a license or
the order imposing terms or conditions of probation, or may
set aside the prior action of the department and may direct
that probation be granted to the applicant or licensee and in
such case may fix the terms and conditions of the probation.
[1972 ex.s. c 29 § 3; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 38.]

46.20.334 Appeal to superior court. Any person
denied a license or a renewal of a license or whose license
has been suspended or revoked by the department except
where such suspension or revocation is mandatory under the
provisions of this chapter shall have the right within thirty
days, after receiving notice of the decision following a
formal hearing to file a notice of appeal in the superior court
in the county of his residence. The hearing on the appeal
hereunder shall be de novo. [1972 ex.s. ¢ 29 § 4; 1965 ex.s.
c 121 § 39.]

46.20.335 Probation in lieu of suspension or revoca-
tion. Whenever by any provision of this chapter the
department has discretionary authority to suspend or revoke
the privilege of a person to operate a motor vehicle, the
department may in lieu of a suspension or revocation place
the person on probation, the terms of which may include a
suspension as a condition of probation, and upon such other
reasonable terms and conditions as shall be deemed by the
department to be appropriate. [1965 ex.s. c 121 § 40.

46.20.336 Violations—Penalty. It is a misdemeanor
for any person:

(1) To display or cause or permit to be displayed or
have in his or her possession any fictitious or fraudulently
altered driver’s license or identicard;

(2) To lend his or her driver’s license or identicard to
any other person or knowingly permit the use thereof by
another;

(3) To display or represent as one’s own any driver’s
license or identicard not issued to him or her;
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(4) Willfully to fail or refuse to surrender to the
department upon its lawful demand any driver’s license or
identicard which has been suspended, revoked or canceled;

(5) To use a false or fictitious name in any application
for a driver’s license or identicard or to knowingly make a
false statement or to knowingly conceal a material fact or
otherwise commit a fraud in any such application;

(6) To permit any unlawful use of a driver’s license or
identicard issued to him or her. [1990 c 210 § 3; 1981 ¢ 92
§ 1; 1965 ex.s. c 121 § 41.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

46.20.338 Display or possession of canceled, re-
voked, suspended license or identicard. It is a traffic
infraction for any person to display or cause or permit to be
displayed or have in his or her possession any canceled,
revoked, or suspended driver’s license or identicard. [1990
c 210 § 4]

46.20.342 Driving while license suspended or
revoked—Penalties—Extension of suspension or revoca-
tion. (1) It is unlawful for any person to drive a motor
vehicle in this state while that person is in a suspended or
revoked status or when his or her privilege to drive is
suspended or revoked in this or any other state. Any person
who has a valid Washington driver’s license is not guilty of
a violation of this section.

(a) A person found to be an habitual offender under
chapter 46.65 RCW, who violates this section while an order
of revocation issued under chapter 46.65 RCW prohibiting
such operation is in effect, is guilty of driving while license
suspended or revoked in the first degree, a gross misdemean-
or. Upon the first such conviction, the person shall be
punished by imprisonment for not less than ten days. Upon
the second conviction, the person shall be punished by
imprisonment for not less than ninety days. Upon the third
or subsequent conviction, the person shall be punished by
imprisonment for not less than one hundred eighty days. If
the person is also convicted of the offense defined in RCW
46.61.502 or 46.61.504, when both convictions arise from
the same event, the minimum sentence of confinement shall
be not less than ninety days. The minimum sentence of
confinement required shall not be suspended or deferred. A
conviction under this subsection does not prevent a person
from petitioning for reinstatement as provided by RCW
46.65.080.

(b) A person who violates this section while an order of
suspension or revocation prohibiting such operation is in
effect and while the person is not eligible to reinstate his or
her driver’s license or driving privilege, other than for a
suspension for the reasons described in (c) of this subsection,
is guilty of driving while license suspended or revoked in the
second degree, a gross misdemeanor. This subsection
applies when a person’s driver’s license or driving privilege
has been suspended or revoked by reason of:

(i) A conviction of a felony in the commission of which
a motor vehicle was used;

(ii) A previous conviction under this section;

(iii) A notice received by the department from a court
or diversion unit as provided by RCW 46.20.265, relating to
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a minor who has committed, or who has entered a diversion
unit concerning an offense relating to alcohol, legend drugs,
controlled substances, or imitation controlled substances;

(iv) A conviction of RCW 46.20.410, relating to the
violation of restrictions of an occupational driver’s license;

(v) A conviction of RCW 46.20.420, relating to the
operation of a motor vehicle with a suspended or revoked
license;

(vi) A conviction of RCW 46.52.020, relating to duty in
case of injury to or death of a person or damage to an
attended vehicle;

(vii) A conviction of RCW 46.61.024, relating to
attempting to elude pursuing police vehicles;

(viii) A conviction of RCW 46.61.500, relating to
reckless driving;

(ix) A conviction of RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504,
relating to a person under the influence of intoxicating liquor
or drugs;

(x) A conviction of RCW 46.61.520, relating to vehicu-
lar homicide;

(xi) A conviction of RCW 46.61.522, relating to
vehicular assault;

(xii) A conviction of RCW 46.61.530, relating to racing
of vehicles on highways;

(xiii) A conviction of RCW 46.61.685, relating to
leaving children in an unattended vehicle with motor
running;

(xiv) A conviction of RCW 46.64.048, relating to
attempting, aiding, abetting, coercing, and committing
crimes; or

(xv) An administrative action taken by the department
under chapter 46.20 RCW.

(c) A person who violates this section when his or her
driver’s license or driving privilege is, at the time of the
violation, suspended or revoked solely because (i) the person
must furnish proof of satisfactory progress in a required
alcoholism or drug treatment program, (ii) the person must
furnish proof of financial responsibility for the future as
provided by chapter 46.29 RCW, (iii) the person has failed
to comply with the provisions of chapter 46.29 RCW relating
to uninsured accidents, (iv) the person has failed to respond
to a notice of traffic infraction, failed to appear at a request-
ed hearing, violated a written promise to appear in court, or
has failed to comply with the terms of a notice of traffic
infraction or citation, as provided in RCW 46.20.289, (v) the
person has committed an offense in another state that, if
committed in this state, would not be grounds for the
suspension or revocation of the person’s driver’s license, or
(vi) the person has been suspended or revoked by reason of
one or more of the items listed in (b) of this subsection, but
was eligible to reinstate his or her driver’s license or driving
privilege at the time of the violation, or any combination of
(i) through (vi), is guilty of driving while license suspended
or revoked in the third degree, a misdemeanor.

(2) Upon receiving a record of conviction of any person
or upon receiving an order by any juvenile court or any duly
authorized court officer of the conviction of any juvenile
under this section, the department shall:

(a) For a conviction of driving while suspended or
revoked in the first degree, as provided by subsection (1)(a)
of this section, extend the period of administrative revocation
imposed under chapter 46.65 RCW for an additional period
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of one year.from and after the date the person would
otherwise have been entitled to apply for a new license or
have his or her driving privilege restored; or

(b) For a conviction of driving while suspended or
revoked in the second degree, as provided by subsection
(1)(b) of this section, not issue a new license or restore the
driving privilege for an additional period of one year from
and after the date the person would otherwise have been
entitled to apply for a new license or have his or her driving
privilege restored; or

(c) Not extend the period of suspension or revocation if
the conviction was under subsection (1)(c) of this section.
If the conviction was under subsection (1) (a) or (b) of this
section and the court recommends against the extension and
the convicted person has obtained a valid driver’s license,
the period of suspension or revocation shall not be extended.
[1993 ¢ 501 § 6; 1992 ¢ 130 § 1; 1991 ¢ 293 § 6. Prior:
1990 c 250 § 47, 1990 c 210 § S; 1987 c 388 § 1; 1985 ¢
302 § 3; 1980 c 148 § 3; prior: 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 62; 1979
ex.s.c 74 § 1; 1969 c 27 § 2; prior: 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 52;
1967 ¢ 167 § 7; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 43.]
Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-

ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Effective date—Expiration date—1987 c 388 (part): “"Sections 1
through 8 of this act shall take effect on July 1, 1988. The director of
licensing shall take such steps as are necessary to insure that this act is
implemented on its effective date. Sections 2 through 7 of this act shall
expire on July 1, 1993." [1987 c 388 § 13.]

Severability—1987 c 388: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1987 c 388 § 16.]

Effective date—1980 c 148: See note following RCW 46.10.090.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.20.343 Unlawful to allow unauthorized minor
child or ward to drive. No person shall cause or knowing-
ly permit his child or ward under the age of eighteen years
to drive a motor vehicle upon any highway when such minor
is not authorized hereunder or in violation of any of the
provisions of this chapter. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 44)]

46.20.344 Unlawful to allow unauthorized person to
drive. No person shall authorize and knowingly permit a
motor vehicle owned by him or under his control to be
driven upon any highway by any person who is not autho-
rized hereunder or in violation of any of the provisions of
this chapter. [1965 ex.s. ¢ 121 § 45.]

Allowing unauthorized person to drive: RCW 46.16.011.

46.20.355 Alcohol violator—Probationary license.
(1) Upon placing a license, permit, or privilege to drive in
probationary status under RCW 46.20.3101(2)(a), or upon
receipt of an abstract indicating a deferred prosecution has
been granted under RCW 10.05.060, or upon receipt of a
notice of conviction of RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, the
department of licensing shall order the person to surrender
any Washington state driver’s license that may be in his or
her possession. The department shall revoke the license,
permit, or privilege to drive of any person who fails to
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surrender it as required by this section for one year, unless
the license has been previously surrendered to the depart-
ment, a law enforcement officer, or a court, or the person
has completed an affidavit of lost, stolen, destroyed, or
previously surrendered license, such revocation to take effect
thirty days after notice is given of the requirement for
license surrender.

(2) The department shall place a person’s driving
privilege in probationary status as required by RCW
10.05.060, 46.20.308, or 46.61.5055 for a period of five
years from the date the probationary status is required to go
into effect.

(3) Following receipt of an abstract indicating a deferred
prosecution has been granted under RCW 10.05.060, or
following receipt of a sworn report under RCW 46.20.308
that requires immediate placement in probationary status
under RCW 46.20.3101(2)(a), or upon reinstatement or
reissuance of a driver’s license suspended or revoked as the
result of a conviction of RCW 46.61.502 or 46.61.504, the
department shall require the person to obtain a probationary
license in order to operate a motor vehicle in the state of
Washington, except as otherwise exempt under RCW
46.20.025. The department shall not issue the probationary
license unless the person is otherwise qualified for licensing,
and the person must renew the probationary license on the
same cycle as the person’s regular license would have been
renewed until the expiration of the five-year probationary
status period imposed under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) For each original issue or renewal of a probationary
license under this section, the department shall charge a fee
of fifty dollars in addition to any other licensing fees
required. Except for when renewing a probationary license,
the department shall waive the fifty-dollar fee if the person
has a probationary license in his or her possession at the
time a new probationary license is required.

(5) A probationary license shall enable the department
and law enforcement personnel to determine that the person
is on probationary status. The fact that a person’s driving
privilege is in probationary status or that the person has been
issued a probationary license shall not be a part of the
person’s record that is available to insurance companies.
[1995 Ist sp.s.c 17 § 1; 1995 ¢ 332 § 4; 1994 c 275 § 8.]

Reviser’s note: 1994 c 275 § 8 directed the codification of this

section in chapter 46.61 RCW, rules of the road. Codification in chapter
46.20 RCW, drivers’ licenses, is more appropriate.

Effective date—1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 17: "This act shall take effect
September 1, 1995." [1995 Ist sp.s.c 17 § 3.]

Severability—Effective dates—1995 c 332: See notes following
RCW 46.20.308.

Short title—Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

46.20.380 Occupational driver’s license—Fee. No
person may file an application for an occupational driver’s
license as provided in RCW 46.20.391 unless he or she first
pays to the director or other person authorized to accept
applications and fees for driver’s licenses a fee of twenty-
five dollars. The applicant shall receive upon payment an
official receipt for the payment of such fee. All such fees
shall be forwarded to the director who shall transmit such
fees to the state treasurer in the same manner as other
driver’s license fees. [1985 ex.s.c 1 § 6; 1979 c 61 § 12;
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1967 c 32 § 31; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.380. Prior: 1957 c 268
§ 1]
Effective date—198S ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.

46.20.391 Occupational driver’s license—
Application—Eligibility—Restrictions—Cancellation. (1)
Any person licensed under this chapter who is convicted of
an offense relating to motor vehicles for which suspension
or revocation of the driver’s license is mandatory, other than
vehicular homicide or vehicular assault, may submit to the
department an application for an occupational driver’s
license. The department, upon receipt of the prescribed fee
and upon determining that the petitioner is engaged in an
occupation or trade that makes it essential that the petitioner
operate a motor vehicle, may issue an occupational driver’s
license and may set definite restrictions as provided in RCW
46.20.394. No person may petition for, and the department
shall not issue, an occupational driver’s license that is
effective during the first thirty days of any suspension or
revocation imposed for a violation of RCW 46.61.502 or
46.61.504. A person aggrieved by the decision of the
department on the application for an occupational driver’s li-
cense may request a hearing as provided by rule of the
department.

(2) An applicant for an occupational driver’s license is
eligible to receive such license only if:

(a) Within one year immediately preceding the date of
the offense that gave rise to the present conviction, the
applicant has not committed any offense relating to motor
vehicles for which suspension or revocation of a driver’s
license is mandatory; and

(b) Within five years immediately preceding the date of
the offense that gave rise to the present conviction, the
applicant has not committed any of the following offenses:
(i) Driving or being in actual physical control of a motor
vehicle while under the influence of intoxicating liquor; (ii)
vehicular homicide under RCW 46.61.520; or (iii) vehicular
assault under RCW 46.61.522; and

(c) The applicant is engaged in an occupation or trade
that makes it essential that he or she operate a motor vehicle;
and

(d) The applicant files satisfactory proof of financial
responsibility pursuant to chapter 46.29 RCW.

(3) The director shall cancel an occupational driver’s
license upon receipt of notice that the holder thereof has
been convicted of operating a motor vehicle in violation of
its restrictions, or of an offense that pursuant to chapter
46.20 RCW would warrant suspension or revocation of a
regular driver’s license. The cancellation is effective as of
the date of the conviction, and continues with the same force
and effect as any suspension or revocation under this title.
[1995 c 332 § 12; 1994 ¢ 275 § 29; 1985 c 407 § 5; 1983 ¢
165 § 24; 1983 c 165 § 23; 1983 c 164 § 4; 1979 c 61 § 13;
1973 c 5§ 1.]

Severability—Effective dates—1995 ¢ 332: See notes following
RCW 46.20.308.

Short title—Effective date—1994 c 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

Effective dates—198S c 407: See note following RCW 46.04.480.

Legislative finding, intent—Effective dates—Severability—1983 c
165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308.
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46.20.394 Occupational driver’s license—
Departmental issuance—Detailed restrictions—Violation.
In issuing an occupational driver’s license under RCW
46.20.391, the department shall describe the type of occupa-
tion permitted and shall set forth in detail the specific hours
of the day during which the person may drive to and from
his place of work, which may not exceed twelve hours in
any one day; the days of the week during which the license
may be used; and the general routes over which the person
may travel. These restrictions shall be prepared in written
form by the department, which document shall be carried in
the vehicle at all times and presented to a law enforcement
officer under the same terms as the occupational driver’s
license. Any violation of the restrictions constitutes a
violation of RCW 46.20.342 and subjects the person to all
procedures and penalties therefor. [1983 ¢ 165 § 26.]

Legislative finding, intent—Effective dates—Severability—1983 ¢
165: See notes following RCW 46.20.308.

46.20.400 Occupational driver’s license—When new
driver’s license may be obtained—Surrender of order
and occupational driver’s license. If an occupational
driver’s license is issued and is not revoked during the
period for which issued the licensee may obtain a new
driver’s license at the end of such period, but no new
driver’s permit shall be issued to such person until he
surrenders his occupational driver’s license and his copy of
the order and the director is satisfied that he complies with
all other provisions of law relative to the issuance of a
driver’s license. [1967 ¢ 32 § 33; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.400.
Prior: 1957 c 268 § 3.]

46.20.410 Occupational driver’s license—Penalty.
Any person convicted for violation of any restriction of an
occupational driver’s license shall in addition to the immedi-
ate revocation of such license and any other penalties
provided by law be fined not less than fifty nor more than
two hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than six
months or both such fine and imprisonment. [1967 ¢ 32 §
34; 1961 c 12 § 46.20.410. Prior: 1957 c 268 § 4]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

46.20.414 Unlicensed drivers—Placement in sus-
pended or revoked status. The department is hereby
authorized to place any unlicensed person into a suspended
or revoked status under any circumstances which would have
resulted in the suspension or revocation of the driver’s
license had that person been licensed. [1975-’76 2nd ex.s.
c29§2]

46.20.420 Operation of motor vehicle under other
license or permit prohibited while license is suspended or
revoked—Penalty. Any resident or nonresident whose
driver’s license or right or privilege to operate a motor
vehicle in this state has been suspended or revoked as
provided in this title shall not operate a motor vehicle in this
state under a license, permit, or registration certificate issued
by any other jurisdiction or otherwise during such suspension
or after such revocation until a new license is obtained when
and as permitted under this chapter. A person who violates
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the provisions of this section is guilty of a gross misdemean-
or. [1990 c 210 § 6; 1985 ¢ 302 § 5; 1967 c 32 § 35; 1961
cl134§2]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

46.20.430 Stopping vehicle registered to suspended
or revoked driver—Display of license. Any police officer
who has received notice of the suspension or revocation of
a driver’s license from the department of licensing, may,
during the reported period of such suspension or revocation,
stop any motor vehicle identified by its vehicle license
number as being registered to the person whose driver’s
license has been suspended or revoked. The driver of such
vehicle shall display his driver’s license upon request of the
police officer. [1979 c 158 § 152; 1965 ex.s. ¢ 170 § 47.]

46.20.470 Commercial driver’s license—Additional
fee, disposition. There shall be an additional fee for issuing
any class of commercial driver’s license in addition to the
prescribed fee required for the issuance of the original
driver’s license. The additional fee for each class shall not
exceed twelve dollars for the original commercial driver’s li-
cense or subsequent renewals. The fee shall be deposited in
the highway safety fund. [1989 ¢ 178 § 21; 1985 ex.s. ¢ 1
§ 7, 1969 ex.s. c 68 § 3; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 20 § 4.]

Severability—Effective dates—1989 ¢ 178: See RCW 46.25.900 and
46.25.901.

Effective date—198S ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.

Effective date—1967 ex.s. ¢ 20: "Sections 1, 3, and 4 of this
amendatory act shall be effective January 1, 1968." [1967 ex.s. c 20 § 5.]

46.20.500 Motorcycle endorsement—Moped excep-
tion. No person may drive a motorcycle or a motor-driven
cycle unless such person has a valid driver’s license special-
ly endorsed by the director to enable the holder to drive such
vehicles, nor may a person drive a motorcycle of a larger
engine displacement than that authorized by such special
endorsement or by an instruction permit for such category:
PROVIDED, That any person sixteen years of age or older,
holding a valid driver’s license of any class issued by the
state of the person’s residence, may operate a moped without
taking any special examination for the operation of a moped.
[1982 ¢ 77 § 1; 1979 ex.s. c 213 § 6; 1967 c 232 § 1.]
Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

Severability—1982 ¢ 77: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1982 c 77 § 10.]

Mopeds
operation and safety standards: RCW 46.61.710, 46.61.720.
registration: RCW 46.16.630.

46.20.505 Motorcycle endorsement—Examination
fees, amount and distribution. Every person applying for
a special endorsement or a new category of endorsement of
a driver’s license authorizing such person to drive a motor-
cycle or a motor-driven cycle shall pay an examination fee
of two dollars which is not refundable. In addition, the
endorsement fee for the initial or new category motorcycle
endorsement shall be six dollars and the subsequent renewal
endorsement fee shall be fourteen dollars. The initial or new
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category and renewal endorsement fees shall be deposited in
the motorcycle safety education account of the highway
safety fund. [1993 c 115 § 1; 1989 c 203 § 2; 1988 c 227
§5;,1987c454 § 2; 1985 exs.c 1 §8; 1982 ¢ 77 § 2; 1979
c 158 § 153; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 145 § 50.]
Severability—1988 ¢ 227: See RCW 46.81A.900.
Effective date—198S ex.s. c 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.
Severability—1982 c 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500.
Severability—1967 ex.s. ¢ 145: See RCW 47.98.043.
Motorcycle safety education account: RCW 46.68.065.

46.20.510 Motorcycle endorsement—Categories—
Instruction permits—Fees. (1) There shall be three
categories for the special motorcycle endorsement of a
driver’s license. Category one shall be for motorcycles or
motor-driven cycles having an engine displacement of one
hundred fifty cubic centimeters or less. Category two shall
be for motorcycles having an engine displacement of five
hundred cubic centimeters or less. Category three shall
include categories one and two, and shall be for motorcycles
having an engine displacement of five hundred one cubic
centimeters or more.

(2) The department may issue a motorcyclist’s instruc-
tion permit to an individual who wishes to learn to ride a
motorcycle or obtain an endorsement of a larger endorsement
category for a period not to exceed ninety days. This
motorcyclist’s instruction permit may be renewed for an
additional ninety days. The director shall collect a two
dollar and fifty cent fee for the motorcyclist’s instruction
permit or renewal, and the fee shall be deposited in the
motorcycle safety education account of the highway safety
fund. This permit and a valid driver’s license with current
endorsement, if any, shall be carried when operating a
motorcycle. An individual with a motorcyclist’s instruction
permit may not carry passengers, may not operate a motor-
cycle during the hours of darkness or on a fully-controlled,
limited-access facility, and shall be under the direct visual
supervision of a person with a motorcycle endorsement of
the appropriate category and at least five years’ riding
experience. [1989 ¢ 337 § 9; 1985 exs.c 1 § 9; 1985 c 234
§3;1982c 77 §3.]

Effective date—198S ex.s. c 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.

Severability—1982 ¢ 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500.

46.20.515 Motorcycle endorsement examination—
Emphasis. The motorcycle endorsement examination for
each displacement category shall emphasize maneuvers
necessary for on-street operation, including emergency
braking and turning as may be required to avoid an impend-
ing collision. [1982 ¢ 77 § 4.]

Severability—1982 ¢ 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500.

46.20.520 Motorcycle training and education
program—Adyvisory board. (1) The director of licensing
shall use moneys designated for the motorcycle safety
education account of the highway safety fund to implement
by July 1, 1983, a voluntary motorcycle operator training
and education program. The director may contract with
public and private entities to implement this program.

(2) There is created a motorcycle safety education
advisory board to assist the director of licensing in the
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development of a motorcycle operator training education
program. The board shall monitor this program following
implementation and report to the director of licensing as
necessary with recommendations including, but not limited
to, administration, application, and substance of the motorcy-
cle operator training and education program.

The board shall consist of five members appointed by
the director of licensing. Three members of the board, one
of whom shall be appointed chairperson, shall be active
motorcycle riders or members of nonprofit motorcycle
organizations which actively support and promote motorcycle
safety education. One member shall be a currently em-
ployed Washington state patrol motorcycle officer with at
least five years experience and at least one year cumulative
experience as a motorcycle officer. One member shall be a
member of the public. The term of appointment shall be
two years. The board shall meet at the call of the director,
but not less than two times annually and not less than five
times during its term of appointment, and shall receive no
compensation for services but shall be reimbursed for travel
expenses while engaged in business of the board in accor-
dance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060 as now existing
or hereafter amended.

(3) The board shall submit a proposed motorcycle
operator training and education program to the director and
to the legislative transportation committee for review and
approval on or before January 1, 1988.

(4) The priorities of the program shall be in the follow-
ing order of priority:

(a) Public awareness of motorcycle safety.

(b) Motorcycle safety education programs conducted by
public and private entities.

(c) Classroom and on-cycle training.

(d) Improved motorcycle operator testing. [1987 c 454
§3,1982¢c77§5.] :

Severability—1982 ¢ 77: See note following RCW 46.20.500.

46.20.550 Wheelchair conveyances—Special exami-
nations—Restrictions on license—Rules for performance
review. Each operator of a wheelchair conveyance shall
undergo a special examination conducted for the purpose of
determining whether that person can properly and safely
operate the conveyance on public roadways within a speci-
fied area. An operator’s license issued after the special
examination may specify the route, area, time, or other
restrictions that are necessary to ensure the safety of the
operator as well as the general motoring public. The
department shall adopt rules for periodic review of the
performance of operators of wheelchair conveyances.
Operation of a wheelchair conveyance in violation of these
rules is a traffic infraction. [1983 ¢ 200 § 3.]

Severability—1983 c 200: See note following RCW 46.04.710.

Wheelchair conveyances
definition: RCW 46.04.710.
licensing: RCW 46.16.640.
public roadways. operating on: RCW 46.61.730.
safety standards: RCW 46.37.610.

46.20.710 Ignition interlocks, biological, technical

devices—Legislative finding. The legislature finds and
declares:
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(1) There is a need to reduce the incidence of drivers on
the highways and roads of this state who, because of their
use, consumption, or possession of alcohol, pose a danger to
the health and safety of other drivers;

(2) One method of dealing with the problem of drinking
drivers is to discourage the use of motor vehicles by persons
who possess or have consumed alcoholic beverages;

(3) The installation of an ignition interlock breath
alcohol device or other biological or technical device will
provide a means of deterring the use of motor vehicles by
persons who have consumed alcoholic beverages;

(4) Ignition interlock and other biological and technical
devices are designed to supplement other methods of
punishment that prevent drivers from using a motor vehicle
after using, possessing, or consuming alcohol; )

(5) It is economically and technically feasible to have an
ignition interlock or other biological or technical device
installed in a motor vehicle in such a manner that the vehicle
will not start if the operator has recently consumed alcohol.
[1994 c 275 § 21; 1987 c 247 § 1.] :

Short title—Effective date—1994 c 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

46.20.720 Ignition interlocks, biological, technical
devices—Drivers convicted of alcohol offenses. The court
may order any person convicted of any offense involving the
use, consumption, or possession of alcohol while operating
a motor vehicle to drive only a motor vehicle equipped with
a functioning ignition interlock or other biological or
technical device, and the restriction shall be for a period of
not less than six months.

The court shall establish a specific calibration setting at
which the ignition interlock or other biological or technical
device will prevent the motor vehicle from being started and
the period of time that the person shall be subject to the
restriction.

For purposes of this section, "convicted" means being
found guilty of an offense or being placed on a deferred
prosecution program under chapter 10.05 RCW. [1994 c
275 § 22; 1987 c 247 § 2.]

Short title—Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

46.20.730 Ignition interiock device—Other biologi-
cal or technical device—Definitions. For the purposes of
RCW 46.20.720, 46.20.740, and 46.20.750, "ignition
interlock device" means breath alcohol analyzed ignition
equipment, certified by the state *commission on equipment,
designed to prevent a motor vehicle from being operated by
a person who has consumed an alcoholic beverage, and
"other biological or technical device" means any device
meeting the standards of the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration or the state *commission on equip-
ment, designed to prevent the operation of a motor vehicle
by a person who is impaired by alcohol or drugs. The
commission shall by rule provide standards for the certifica-
tion, installation, repair, and removal of the devices. [1994
c 275 § 23; 1987 c 247 § 3.]

*Reviser’s note: The duties of the commission on equipment were
transferred to the state patrol by 1987 c 330 §§ 701-749.

Short title—Effective date—1994 c 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.
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46.20.740 Ignition interlocks, biological, technical
devices—Notation on driver’s license. The department
shall attach or imprint a notation on the driver’s license of
any person restricted under RCW 46.20.720 stating that the
person may operate only a motor vehicle equipped with an
ignition interlock or other biological or technical device.
[1994 ¢ 275 § 24; 1987 c 247 § 4.]

Short title—Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

46.20.750 Ignition interlocks, biological, technical
devices—Assisting another in starting or operating—
Penalty. A person who knowingly assists another person
who is restricted to the use of an ignition interlock or other
biological or technical device to start and operate that
vehicle in violation of a court order is guilty of a gross
misdemeanor.

The provisions of this section do not apply if'the
starting of a motor vehicle, or the request to start a motor
vehicle, equipped with an ignition interlock or other biologi-
cal or technical device is done for the purpose of safety or
mechanical repair of the device or the vehicle and the person
subject to the court order does not operate the vehicle.
[1994 c 275 § 25; 1987 ¢ 247 § 5.]

Short title—Effective date—1994 ¢ 275: See notes following RCW
46.04.015.

46.20.900 Repeal and saving. Section 46.20.010,
chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.20.010, section
46.20.020, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 as amended by section
1, chapter 134, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.20.020, section
46.20.030, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 as amended by section
12, chapter 39, Laws of 1963 and RCW 46.20.030, section
46.20.060, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.20.060,
sections 46.20.080 through 46.20.090, chapter 12, Laws of
1961 and RCW 46.20.080 through 46.20.090, section
46.20.110, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 as last amended by
section 10, chapter 39, Laws of 1963 and RCW 46.20.110,
sections 46.20.140 through 46.20.180, chapter 12, Laws of
1961 and RCW 46.20.140 through 46.20.180, section
46.20.210, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.20.210,
sections 46.20.230 through 46.20.250, chapter 12, Laws of
1961 and RCW 46.20.230 through 46.20.250, section
46.20.280, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.20.280,
section 46.20.290, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW
46.20.290, section 46.20.310, chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and
RCW 46.20.310, and section 46.20.330, chapter 12, Laws of
1961 and RCW 46.20.330; section 46.20.350, chapter 12,
Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.20.350; section 46.20.360,
chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.20.360 are each
hereby repealed. Such repeals shall not be construed as
affecting any existing right acquired under the statutes re-
pealed, nor as affecting any proceedings instituted thereun-
der, nor any rule, regulation or order promulgated thereun-
der, nor any administrative action taken thereunder. [1965
ex.s. ¢ 121 § 46.]

46.20.910 Severability—1965 ex.s. ¢ 121. If any
provision of this 1965 amendatory act, or its application to
any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of
this 1965 amendatory act, or the application of the provision
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to other persons or circumstances is not affected. [1965
ex.s.c 121 § 47

46.20.911 Severability, implied consent law—1969
¢ 1. If any provision of RCW 46.20.308, 46.20.311, and
46.61.506 or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of RCW 46.20.308, 46.20.311,
and 46.61.506, or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected. [1990 c 250 § 49;
1969 c 1 § 6 (Initiative Measure No. 242, approved Novem-
ber 5, 1968).]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

Chapter 46.21
DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT

Sections

46.21.010 Compact enacted—Provisions.

46.21.020 "Licensing authority" defined—Duty to furnish information.
46.21.030 Expenses of compact administrator.

46.21.040 "Executive head" defined.

46.21.010 Compact enacted—Provisions. The driver
license compact prepared pursuant to resolutions of the
western governors’ conference and the western interstate
committee on highway policy problems of the council of
state governments is hereby entered into and enacted into
law, the terms and provisions of which shall be as follows:

DRIVER LICENSE COMPACT
ARTICLE I—Findings and Declaration of Policy

(a) The party states find that:

(1) The safety of their streets and highways is materially
affected by the degree of compliance with state laws and
local ordinances relating to the operation of motor vehicles.

(2) Violation of such a law or ordinance is evidence that
the violator engages in conduct which is likely to endanger
the safety of persons and property.

(3) The continuance in force of a license to drive is
predicated upon compliance with laws and ordinances
relating to the ‘operation of motor vehicles, in whichever
jurisdiction the vehicle is operated.

(b) It is the policy of each of the party states to:

(1) Promote compliance with the laws, ordinances, and
administrative rules and regulations relating to the operation
of motor vehicles by their operators in each of the jurisdic-
tions where such operators drive motor vehicles.

(2) Make the reciprocal recognition of licenses to drive
and eligibility therefor more just and equitable by consider-
ing the over-all compliance with motor vehicle laws,
ordinances and administrative rules and regulations as a
condition precedent to the continuance or issuance of any
license by reason of which the licensee is authorized or
permitted to operate a motor vehicle in any of the party
states.

ARTICLE II—Definitions

As used in this compact:

(a) "State” means a state, territory or possession of the
United States, the District of Columbia, or the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico.
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(b) "Home state" means the state which has issued and
has the power to suspend or revoke the use of the license or
permit to operate a motor vehicle.

(c) "Conviction" means a conviction of any offense
related to the use or operation of a motor vehicle which is
prohibited by state law, municipal ordinance or administra-
tive rule or regulation, or a forfeiture of bail, bond or other
security deposited to secure appearance by a person charged
with having committed any such offense, and which convic-
tion or forfeiture is required to be reported to the licensing
authority.

ARTICLE IlI—Reports of Conviction

The licensing authority of a party state shall report each
conviction of a person from another party state occurring
within its jurisdiction to the licensing authority of the home
state of the licensee. Such report shall clearly identify the
person convicted; describe the violation specifying the
section of the statute, code or ordinance violated; identify the
court in which action was taken; indicate whether a plea of
guilty or not guilty was entered, or the conviction was a
result of the forfeiture of bail, bond or other security; and
shall include any special findings made in connection
therewith.

ARTICLE IV—Effect of Conviction

(a) The licensing authority in the home state, for the
purposes of suspension, revocation or limitation of the
license to operate a motor vehicle, shall give the same effect
to the conduct reported, pursuant to Article III of this
compact, as it would if such conduct had occurred in the
home state, in the case of convictions for:

(1) Vehicular homicide;

(2) Driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of
intoxicating liquor or a narcotic drug, or under the influence
of any other drug to a degree which renders the driver
incapable of safely driving a motor vehicle;

(3) Any felony in the commission of which a motor
vehicle is used;

(4) Failure to stop and render aid in the event of a
motor vehicle accident resulting in the death or personal
injury of another.

(b) If the laws of a party state do not provide for
offenses or violations denominated or described in precisely
the words employed in subdivision (a) of this Article, such
party state shall construe the denominations and descriptions
appearing in subdivision (a) hereof as being applicable to
and identifying those offenses or violations of a substantially
similar nature and the laws of such party state shall contain
such provisions as may be necessary to ensure that full force
and effect is given to this Article.

ARTICLE V—Applications for New Licenses

Upon application for a license to drive, the licensing
authority in a party state shall ascertain whether the applicant
has ever held, or is the holder of a license to drive issued by
any other party state. The licensing authority in the state
where application is made shall not issue a license to drive
to the applicant if:

(1) The applicant has held such a license, but the same
has been suspended by reason, in whole or in part, of a
violation and if such suspension period has not terminated.
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(2) The applicant has held such a license, but the same
has been revoked by reason, in whole or in part, of a
violation and if such revocation has not terminated, except
that after the expiration of one year from the date the license
was revoked, such person may make application for a new
license if permitted by law. The licensing authority may
refuse to issue a license to any such applicant if, after
investigation, the licensing authority determines that it will
not be safe to grant to such person the privilege of driving
a motor vehicle on the public highways.

(3) The applicant is the holder of a license to drive
issued by another party state and currently in force unless
the applicant surrenders such license.

ARTICLE VI—Applicability of Other Laws

Except as expressly required by provisions of this
compact, nothing contained herein shall be construed to
affect the right of any party state to apply any of its other
laws relating to licenses to drive to any person or circum-
stance, nor to invalidate or prevent any driver license
agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a party
state and a non-party state.

ARTICLE VII—Compact Administrator and
Interchange of Information

(a) The head of the licensing authority of each party
state shall be the administrator of this compact for his state.
The administrators, acting jointly, shall have the power to
formulate all necessary and proper procedures for the
exchange of information under this compact.

(b) The administrator of each party state shall furnish to
the administrator of each other party state any information or
documents reasonably necessary to facilitate the administra-
tion of this compact. :

ARTICLE VIII—Entry into Force and Withdrawal

(a) This compact shall enter into force and become
effective as to any state when it has enacted the same into
law.

(b) Any party state may withdraw from this compact by
enacting a statute repealing the same, but no such withdrawal
shall take effect until six months after the executive head of
the withdrawing state has given notice of the withdrawal to
the executive heads of all other party states. No withdrawal
shall affect the validity or applicability.by the licensing
authorities of states remaining party to the compact of any
report of conviction occurring prior to the withdrawal.

ARTICLE IX—Construction and Severability

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to
effectuate the purposes thereof. The provisions of this
compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause,
sentence or provision of this compact is declared to be
contrary to the constitution of any party state or of the
United States or the applicability thereof to any government,
agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, the validity
of the remainder of this compact and the applicability thereof
to any government, agency, person or circumstance shall not
be affected thereby. If this compact shall be held contrary
to the constitution of any state party thereto, the compact
shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining
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states and in full force and effect as to the state affected as
to all severable matters. [1983 c 164 § 5; 1963 ¢ 120 § 1.]

46.21.020 'Licensing authority' defined—Duty to
furnish information. As used in the compact, the term
"licensing authority" with reference to this state, shall mean
the department of licensing. Said department shall furnish
to the appropriate authorities of any other party state any
information or documents reasonably necessary to facilitate
the administration of Articles III, IV, and V of the compact.
[1979 c 158 § 154; 1967 c 32 § 36; 1963 c 120 § 2.]

46.21.030° Expenses of compact administrator. The
compact administrator provided for in Article VII of the
compact shall not be entitled to any additional compensation
on account of his service as such administrator, but shall be
entitled to expenses incurred in connection with his duties
and responsibilities as such administrator, in the same
manner as for expenses incurred in connection with any
other duties or responsibilities of his office or employment.
[1963 c 120 § 3.]

46.21.040 '"Executive head" defined. As used in the
compact, with reference to this state, the term “executive
head" shall mean governor. [1963 c 120 § 4.]

Chapter 46.23
NONRESIDENT VIOLATOR COMPACT

Sections

46.23.010 Compact established—Provisions.

46.23.020 Reciprocal agreements authorized—Provisions.

46.23.030 Progress reports.

46.23.040 Review of agreement by legislative transportation commit-
tee.

46.23.050 Rules.

46.23.010 Compact established—Provisions. The
nonresident violator compact, hereinafter called "the com-
pact,” is hereby established in the form substantially as
follows, and the Washington state department of licensing is
authorized to enter into such compact with all other jurisdic-
tions legally joining therein:

NONRESIDENT VIOLATOR COMPACT

Article I — Findings, Declaration of Policy, and
Purpose

(a) The party jurisdictions find that:

(1) In most instances, a motorist who is cited for a
traffic violation in a jurisdiction other than his home jurisdic-
tion: Must post collateral or bond to secure appearance for
trial at a later date; or if unable to post collateral or bond, is
taken into custody until the collateral or bond is posted; or
is taken directly to court for his trial to be held.

(2) In some instances, the motorist’s driver’s license
may be deposited as collateral to be returned after he has
complied with the terms of the citation.

(3) The purpose of the practices described in paragraphs
(1) and (2) above is to ensure compliance with the terms of
a traffic citation by the motorist who, if permitted to
continue on his way after receiving the traffic citation, could

[Title 46 RCW—page 90]

Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles

return to him [his] home jurisdiction and disregard his duty
under the terms of the traffic citation.

(4) A motorist receiving a traffic citation in his home
jurisdiction is permitted, except for certain violations, to
accept the citation from the officer at the scene of the
violation and to immediately continue on his way after
promising or being instructed to comply with the terms of
the citation.

(5) The practice described in paragraph (1) above,
causes unnecessary inconvenience and, at times, a hardship
for the motorist who is unable at the time to post collateral,
furnish a bond, stand trial, or pay the fine, and thus is com-
pelled to remain in custody until some arrangement can be
made.

(6) The deposit of a driver’s license as a bail bond, as
described in paragraph (2) above, is viewed with disfavor.

(7) The practices described herein consume an undue
amount of law enforcement time.

(b) It is the policy of the party jurisdictions to:

(1) Seek compliance with the laws, ordinances, and
administrative rules and regulations relating to the operation
of motor vehicles in each of the jurisdictions.

(2) Allow motorists to accept a traffic citation for
certain violations and proceed on their way without delay
whether or not the motorist is a resident of the jurisdiction
in which the citation was issued.

(3) Extend cooperation to its fullest extent among the
jurisdictions for obtaining compliance with the terms of a
traffic citation issued in one jurisdiction to a resident of
another jurisdiction.

(4) Maximize effective utilization of law enforcement
personnel and assist. court systems in the efficient disposition
of traffic violations.

(c) The purpose of this compact is to:

(1) Provide a means through which the party jurisdic-
tions may participate in a reciprocal program to effectuate
the policies enumerated in paragraph (b) above in a uniform
and orderly manner.

(2) Provide for the fair and impartial treatment of traffic
violators operating within party jurisdictions in recognition
of the motorist’s right of due process and the sovereign
status of a party jurisdiction.

Article II — Definitions

As used in the compact, the following words have the
meaning indicated, unless the context requires otherwise.

(1) "Citation" means any summons, ticket, notice of
infraction, or other official document issued by a police
officer for a traffic offense containing an order which
requires the motorist to respond.

(2) "Collateral" means any cash or other security
deposited to secure an appearance for trial, following the
issuance by a police officer of a citation for a traffic offense.

(3) "Court" means a court of law or traffic tribunal.

(4) "Driver’s license" means any license or privilege to
operate a motor vehicle issued under the laws of the home
jurisdiction.

(5) "Home jurisdiction” means the jurisdiction that
issued the driver’s license of the traffic violator.

(6) "Issuing jurisdiction” means the jurisdiction in which
the traffic citation was issued to the motorist.
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(7) "Jurisdiction” means a state, territory, or possession
of the United States, the District of Columbia, or the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

(8) "Motorist" means a driver of a motor vehicle
operating in a party jurisdiction other than the home jurisdic-
tion.

(9) "Personal recognizance" means an agreement by a
motorist made at the time of issuance of the traffic citation
that he will comply with the terms of that traffic citation.

(10) "Police officer" means any individual authorized by
the party jurisdiction to issue a citation for a traffic offense.

(11) "Terms of the citation" means those options
expressly stated upon the citation.

Article III — Procedure for Issuing Jurisdiction

(a) When issuing a citation for a traffic violation or
infraction, a police officer shall issue the citation to a
motorist who possesses a driver’s license issued by a party
jurisdiction and shall not, subject to the exceptions noted in
paragraph (b) of this article, require the motorist to post
collateral to secure appearance, if the officer receives the
motorist’s personal recognizance that he or she will comply
with the terms of the citation.

(b) Personal recognizance is acceptable only if not
prohibited by law. If mandatory appearance is required, it
must take place immediately following issuance of the
citation.

(c) Upon failure of a motorist to comply with the terms
of a traffic citation, the appropriate official shall report the
failure to comply to the licensing authority of the jurisdiction
in which the traffic citation was issued. The report shall be
made in accordance with procedures specified by the issuing
jurisdiction and insofar as practical shall contain information
as specified in the compact manual as minimum require-
ments for effective processing by the home jurisdiction.

(d) Upon receipt of the report, the licensing authority of
the issuing jurisdiction shall transmit to the licensing
authority in the home jurisdiction of the motorist the
information in a form and content substantially conforming
to the compact manual.

(e) The licensing authority of the issuing jurisdiction
may not suspend the privilege of a motorist for whom a
report has been transmitted.

(f) The licensing authority of the issuing jurisdiction
shall not transmit a report on any violation if the date of
transmission is more than six months after the date on which
the traffic citation was issued.

(g) The licensing authority of the issuing jurisdiction
shall not transmit a report on any violation where the date of
issuance of the citation predates the most recent of the
effective dates of entry for the two jurisdictions affected.

Article IV — Procedure for Home Jurisdiction

(a) Upon receipt of a report of a failure to comply from
the licensing authority of the issuing jurisdiction, the
licensing authority of the home jurisdiction shall notify the
motorist and initiate a suspension action, in accordance with
the home jurisdiction’s procedures, to suspend the motorist’s
driver’s license until satisfactory evidence of compliance
with the terms of the traffic citation has been furnished to
the home jurisdiction licensing authority. Due process
safeguards will be accorded.

(1996 Ed.)

46.23.010

(b) The licensing authority of the home jurisdiction shall
maintain a record of actions taken and make reports to
issuing jurisdictions as provided in the compact manual.

Article V — Applicability of Other Laws

Except as expressly required by provisions of this
compact, nothing contained herein shall be construed to
affect the right of any party jurisdiction to apply any of its
other laws relating to licenses to drive to any person or
circumstance, or to invalidate or prevent any driver license
agreement or other cooperative arrangement between a party
jurisdiction and a nonparty jurisdiction.

Article VI — Compact Administrator Procedures

(a) For the purpose of administering the provisions of
this compact and to serve as a governing body for the
resolution of all matters relating to the operation of this
compact, a board of compact administrators is established.
The board shall be composed of one representative from
each party jurisdiction to be known as the compact adminis-
trator. The compact administrator shall be appointed by the
jurisdiction executive and will serve and be subject to
removal in accordance with the laws of the jurisdiction he
represents. A compact administrator may provide for the
discharge of his duties and the performance of his functions
as a board member by an alternate. An alternate may not be
entitled to serve unless written notification of his identity has
been given to the board.

(b) Each member of the board of compact administrators
shall be entitled to one vote. No action of the board shall be
binding unless taken at a meeting at which a majority of the
total number of votes on the board are cast in favor. Action
by the board shall be only at a meeting at which a majority
of the party jurisdictions are represented.

(c) The board shall elect annually, from its membership,
a chairman and a vice chairman.

(d) The board shall adopt bylaws, not inconsistent with
the provisions of this compact or the laws of a party jurisdic-
tion, for the conduct of its business and shall have the power
to amend and rescind its bylaws.

(e) The board may accept for any of its purposes and
functions under this compact any and all donations, and
grants of money, equipment, supplies, materials, and servic-
es, conditional or otherwise, from any jurisdiction, the
United States, or any other governmental agency, and may
receive, utilize, and dispose of the same.

(f) The board may contract with, or accept services or
personnel from, any governmental or intergovernmental
agency, person, firm, or corporation, or any private nonprofit
organization or institution.

(g) The board shall formulate all necessary procedures
and develop uniform forms and documents for administering
the provisions of this compact. All procedures and forms
adopted pursuant to board action shall be contained in the
compact manual.

Article VII — Entry into Compact and Withdrawal

(a) This compact shall become effective when it has
been adopted by at least two jurisdictions.

(b) Entry into the compact shall be made by a resolution
of ratification executed by the department of licensing and
submitted to the chairman of the board. The resolution shall
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be in a form and content as provided in the compact manual
and shall include statements that in substance are as follows:
(1) A citation of the authority by which the jurisdiction
is empowered to become a party to this compact. '
(2) Agreement to comply with the terms and provisions
of the compact.

(3) That compact entry is with all jurisdictions then

party to the compact and with any jurisdiction that legally
becomes a party to the compact.

(c) The effective date of entry shall be specified by the
applying jurisdiction, but it shall not be less than sixty days
after notice has been given by the chairman of the board of
compact administrators or by the secretariat of the board to
each party jurisdiction that the resolution from the applying
jurisdiction has been received.

(d) A party jurisdiction may withdraw from this com-
pact by official written notice to the other party jurisdictions,
but a withdrawal shall not take effect until ninety days after
notice of withdrawal is given. The notice shall be directed
to the compact administrator of each member jurisdiction.
No withdrawal shall affect the validity of this compact as to
the remaining party jurisdictions.

Article VIII — Exceptions

The provisions of this compact shall not apply to
parking or standing violations, highway weight limit viola-
tions, and violations of law governing the transportation of
hazardous materials.

Article IX — Amendments to the Compact

(a) This compact may be amended from time to time.
Amendments shall be presented in resolution form to the
chairman of the board of compact administrators and may be
initiated by one or more party jurisdictions.

(b) Adoption of an amendment shall require endorse-
ment of all party jurisdictions and shall become effective
thirty days after the date of the last endorsement.

(c) Failure of a party jurisdiction to respond to the
compact chairman within one hundred twenty days after
receipt of the proposed amendment shall constitute endorse-
ment.

Article X — Construction and Severability

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to
effectuate the purposes stated herein. The provisions of this
compact shall be severable and if any phrase, clause,
sentence, or provision of this compact is declared to be
contrary to the constitution of any party jurisdiction or of the
United States or the applicability thereof to any government,
agency, person, or circumstance, the compact shall not be
affected thereby. If this compact shall be held contrary to
the constitution of any jurisdiction party thereto, the compact
shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining juris-
dictions and in full force and effect as to the jurisdiction af-
fected as to all severable matters.

Article XI — Title

This compact shall be known as the nonresident violator
compact. [1982 c 212 § 1.]

46.23.020 Reciprocal agreements authorized—
Provisions. (1) The Washington state department of
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licensing is authorized and encouraged to execute a recipro-
cal agreement with the Canadian province of British Colum-
bia, and with any other state which is not a member of the
nonresident violator compact, concerning the rendering of
mutual assistance in the disposition of traffic infractions
committed by persons licensed in one state or province while
in the jurisdiction of the other.

(2) Such agreements shall provide that if a person
licensed by either state or province is issued a citation by the
other state or province for a moving traffic violation covered
by the agreement, he shall not be detained or required to
fumnish bail or collateral, and that if he fails to comply with
the terms of the citation, his license shall be suspended or
renewal refused by the state or province that issued the
license until the home jurisdiction is notified by the issuing
jurisdiction that he has complied with the terms of the
citation.

(3) Such agreement shall also provide such terms and
procedures as are necessary and proper to facilitate its
administration. [1982 ¢ 212 § 2.]

46.23.030 Progress reports. The department of
licensing shall report biennially to the chairs of the transpor-
tation committees of the senate and house of representatives,
including one copy to the staff of each of the committees, on
its progress in entering into the nonresident violators
compact and in attaining similar agreements with British
Columbia and other nonmember states. [1987 ¢ 505 § 47,
1982 ¢ 212 § 3]

46.23.040 Review of agreement by legislative
transportation committee. Before any agreement made
pursuant to RCW 46.23.010 or 46.23.020 may be formally
executed and become effective, it shall first be submitted for
review by the legislative transportation committee. [1982 c
212 § 4]

46.23.050 Rules. The department shall adopt rules for
the administration and enforcement of RCW 46.23.010 and
46.23.020 in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW. [1982 ¢
212§ 6.]

Chapter 46.25
UNIFORM COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE

ACT

Sections

46.25.001  Short title.

46.25.005 Purpose—Construction.

46.25.010 Definitions.

46.25.020 One license limit.

46.25.030 Duties of driver—Notice to department and employer.

46.25.040 Duties of employer.

46.25.050 Commercial driver’s license required—Exceptions, restric-
tions.

46.25.060 Knowledge and skills test—Instruction permit.

46.25.070  Application—Change of address—Residency.

46.25.080 License contents, classifications, endorsements, restrictions,
expiration—Exchange of information.

46.25.090 Disqualification—Grounds for, period of—Records, notice.

46.25.100 Restoration after disqualification.

46.25.110 Driving with alcohol in system.
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46.25.120  Test for alcohol or drugs—Disqualification for refusal of test
or positive test.

46.25.130 Report of violation by nonresident.

46.25.140 Rules.

46.25.150 Agreements to carry out chapter.

46.25.160 Licenses issued by other states.

46.25.170  Civil and criminal penalties.

46.25900 Severability—1989 c 178.

46.25.901 Effective dates—1989 c 178.

46.25.001 Short title. This chapter may be cited as
the Uniform Commercial Driver’s License Act. [1989 ¢ 178

§ 1)

46.25.005 Purpose—Construction. (1) The purpose
of this chapter is to implement the federal Commercial
Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986 (CMVSA), Title XII, P.L.
99-570, and reduce or prevent commercial motor vehicle
accidents, fatalities, and injuries by:

(a) Permitting commercial drivers to hold only one
license;

(b) Disqualifying commercial drivers who have commit-
ted certain serious traffic violations, or other specified
offenses;

(c) Strengthening licensing and testing standards.

(2) This chapter is a remedial law and shall be liberally
construed to promote the public health, safety, and welfare.
To the extent that this chapter conflicts with general driver
licensing provisions, this chapter prevails. Where this
chapter is silent, the general driver licensing provisions
apply. [1989 c 178 § 2.]

46.25.010 Definitions. (Effective until October 1,
1996.) The definitions set forth in this section apply
throughout this chapter.

(1) "Alcohol" means any substance containing any form
of alcohol, including but not limited to ethanol, methanol,
propanol, and isopropanol.

(2) "Alcohol concentration”" means:

(a) The number of grams of alcohol per one hundred
milliliters of blood; or

(b) The number of grams of alcohol per two hundred
ten liters of breath.

(3) "Commercial driver’s license" (CDL) means a
license issued in accordance with the requirements of this
chapter to an individual that authorizes the individual to
drive a class of commercial motor vehicle.

(4) The "commercial driver’s license information
system" (CDLIS) is the information system established
pursuant to the CMVSA to serve as a clearinghouse for
locating information related to the licensing and identifica-
tion of commercial motor vehicle drivers.

(5) "Commercial driver’s instruction permit" means a
permit issued under RCW 46.25.060(4).

(6) "Commercial motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle
designed or used to transport passengers or property:

(a) If the vehicle has a gross weight rating of 26,001 or
more pounds;

(b) If the vehicle is designed to transport sixteen or
more passengers, including the driver;

(c) If the vehicle is transporting hazardous materials and
is required to be identified by a placard in accordance with
49 C.F.R. part 172, subpart F; or
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(d) If the vehicle is a school bus as defined in RCW
46.04.521 regardless of weight or size.

(7) "Conviction" has the definition set forth in RCW
46.20.270.

(8) "Disqualification" means a prohibition against
driving a commercial motor vehicle.

(9) "Drive" means to drive, operate, or be in physical
control of a motor vehicle in any place open to the general
public for purposes of vehicular traffic. For purposes of
RCW 46.25.100, 46.25.110, and 46.25.120, "drive" includes
operation or physical control of a motor vehicle anywhere in
the state.

(10) "Drugs" are those substances as defined by RCW
69.04.009. :

(11) "Employer" means any person, including the United
States, a state, or a political subdivision of a state, who owns
or leases a commercial motor vehicle, or assigns a person to
drive a commercial motor vehicle.

(12) "Gross vehicle weight rating" (GVWR) means the
value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum loaded
weight of a single or a combination or articulated vehicle, or
the registered gross weight, whichever is greater. The
GVWR of a combination or articulated vehicle, commonly
referred to as the "gross combined weight rating" or GCWR,
is the GVWR of the power unit plus the GVWR of the
towed unit or units.

(13) "Hazardous materials" has the same meaning found
in Section 103 of the Hazardous Materials Transportation
Act (49 App. U.S.C. 1801 et seg.).

(14) "Motor vehicle" means a vehicle, machine, tractor,
trailer, or semitrailer propelled or drawn by mechanical
power used on highways, or any other vehicle required to be
registered under the laws of this state, but does not include
a vehicle, machine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer operated
exclusively on a rail.

(15) "Out-of -service order" means a temporary prohibi-
tion against driving a commercial motor vehicle.

(16) "Serious traffic violation" means:

(a) Excessive speeding, defined as fifteen miles per hour
or more in excess of the posted limit;

(b) Reckless driving, as defined under state or local law;

(c) A violation of a state or local law relating to motor
vehicle traffic control, other than a parking violation, arising
in connection with an accident or collision resulting in death
to any person; and

(d) Any other violation of a state or local law relating
to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking viola-
tion, that the department determines by rule to be serious.

(17) "State" means a state of the United States and the
District of Columbia.

(18) "Tank vehicle" means a vehicle that is designed to
transport a liquid or gaseous material within a tank that is
either permanently or temporarily attached to the vehicle or
the chassis. Tank vehicles include, but are not limited to
cargo tanks and portable tanks. However, this definition
does not include portable tanks having a rated capacity under
one thousand gallons.

(19) "United States" means the fifty states and the
District of Columbia. [1989 ¢ 178 § 3.]
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46.25.010 Definitions. (Effective October 1, 1996.)
The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this
chapter.

(1) "Alcohol" means any substance containing any form
of alcohol, including but not limited to ethanol, methanol,
propanol, and isopropanol.

(2) "Alcohol concentration" means:

(a) The number of grams of alcohol per one hundred
milliliters of blood; or

(b) The number of grams of alcohol per two hundred
ten liters of breath.

(3) "Commercial driver’s license" (CDL) means a
license issued in accordance with the requirements of this
chapter to an individual that authorizes the individual to
drive a class of commercial motor vehicle.

(4) The "commercial driver’s license information
system" (CDLIS) is the information system established
pursuant to the CMVSA to serve as a clearinghouse for
locating information related to the licensing and identifica-
tion of commercial motor vehicle drivers.

(5) "Commercial driver’s instruction permit" means a
permit issued under RCW 46.25.060(4).

(6) "Commercial motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle
designed or used to transport passengers or property:

(a) If the vehicle has a gross weight rating of 26,001 or
more pounds;

(b) If the vehicle is designed to transport sixteen or
more passengers, including the driver;

(c) If the vehicle is transporting hazardous materials and
is required to be identified by a placard in accordance with
49 C.F.R. part 172, subpart F; or

(d) If the vehicle is a school bus as defined in RCW
46.04.521 regardless of weight or size.

(7) "Conviction" has the definition set forth in RCW
46.20.270.

(8) "Disqualification” means a prohibition against
driving a commercial motor vehicle.

(9) "Drive" means to drive, operate, or be in physical
control of a motor vehicle in any place open to the general
public for purposes of vehicular traffic. For purposes of
RCW 46.25.100, 46.25.110, and 46.25.120, "drive" includes
operation or physical control of a motor vehicle anywhere in
the state.

(10) "Drugs" are those substances as defined by RCW
69.04.0009.

(11) "Employer” means any person, including the United
States, a state, or a political subdivision of a state, who owns
or leases a commercial motor vehicle, or assigns a person to
drive a commercial motor vehicle.

(12) "Gross vehicle weight rating" (GVWR) means the
value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum loaded
weight of a single or a combination or articulated vehicle, or
the registered gross weight, where this value cannot be
determined. The GVWR of a combination or articulated
vehicle, commonly referred to as the "gross combined weight
rating” or GCWR, is the GVWR of the power unit plus the
GVWR of the towed unit or units. .

(13) "Hazardous materials" has the same meaning found
in Section 103 of the Hazardous Materials Transportation
Act (49 App. U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

(14) "Motor vehicle" means a vehicle, machine, tractor,
trailer, or semitrailer propelled or drawn by mechanical
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power used on highways, or any other vehicle required to be
registered under the laws of this state, but does not include
a vehicle, machine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer operated
exclusively on a rail.

(15) "Out-of -service order" means a temporary prohibi-
tion against driving a commercial motor vehicle.

(16) "Serious traffic violation" means:

(a) Excessive speeding, defined as fifteen miles per hour
or more in excess of the posted limit;

(b) Reckless driving, as defined under state or local law;

(c) A violation of a state or local law relating to motor
vehicle traffic control, other than a parking violation, arising
in connection with an accident or collision resulting in death
to any person; and

(d) Any other violation of a state or local law relating
to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking viola-
tion, that the department determines by rule to be serious.

(17) "State" means a state of the United States and the
District of Columbia.

(18) "Tank vehicle" means a vehicle that is designed to
transport a liquid or gaseous material within a tank that is -
either permanently or temporarily attached to the vehicle or
the chassis. Tank vehicles include, but are not limited to
cargo tanks and portable tanks. However, this definition
does not include portable tanks having a rated capacity under
one thousand gallons.

(19) "United States" means the fifty states and the
District of Columbia. [1996 ¢ 30 § 1; 1989 ¢ 178 § 3.]

Effective date—1996 ¢ 30: "This act takes effect October 1, 1996."
[1996 ¢ 30 § 5.]

46.25.020 One license limit. No person who drives
a commercial motor vehicle may have more than one
driver’s license. [1989 c 178 § 4.]

46.25.030 Duties of driver—Notice to department
and employer. (1)(a) A driver of a commercial motor
vehicle holding a driver’s license issued by this state who is
convicted of violating a state law or local ordinance relating
to motor vehicle traffic control, in any other state or federal,
provincial, territorial, or municipal laws of Canada, other
than parking violations, shall notify the department in the
manner specified by rule of the department within thirty days
of the date of conviction.

(b) A driver of a commercial motor vehicle holding a
driver’s license issued by this state who is convicted of
violating a state law or local ordinance relating to motor
vehicle traffic control in this or any other state or federal,
provincial, territorial, or municipal laws of Canada, other
than parking violations, shall notify his or her employer in
writing of the conviction within thirty days of the date of
conviction.

(c) The notification requirements contained in (a) and
(b) of this subsection as they relate to the federal, provincial,
territorial, or municipal laws of Canada become effective
only when the federal law or federal rules are changed to
require the notification or a bilateral or multilateral agree-
ment is entered into between the state of Washington and
any Canadian province implementing essentially the same
standards of regulation and penalties of all parties as
encompassed in this chapter.
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(2) A driver whose driver’s license is suspended,
revoked, or canceled by a state, who loses the privilege to
drive a commercial motor vehicle in a state for any period,
or who is disqualified from driving a commercial motor
vehicle for any period, shall notify his or her employer of
that fact before the end of the business day following the
day the driver received notice of that fact.

(3) A person who applies to be a commercial motor
vehicle driver shall provide the employer, at the time of the
application, with the following information for the ten years
preceding the date of application:

(a) A list of the names and addresses of the applicant’s
previous employers for which the applicant was a driver of
a commercial motor vehicle;

(b) The dates between which the applicant drove for
each employer; and

(c) The reason for leaving that employer.

The applicant shall certify that all information furnished is
true and complete. An employer may require an applicant
to provide additional information. [1989 c 178 § 5.]

46.25.040 Duties of employer. (1) An employer shall
require the applicant to provide the information specified in
RCW 46.25.030(3).

(2) No employer may knowingly allow, permit, or
authorize a driver to drive a commercial motor vehicle
during any period:

(a) In which the driver has a driver’s license suspended,
revoked, or cariceled by a state, has lost the privilege to
drive a commercial motor vehicle in a state, or has been
disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle; or

(b) In which the driver has more than one driver’s
license. [1989 c 178 § 6.]

46.25.050 Commercial driver’s license required—
Exceptions, restrictions. (1) Drivers of commercial motor
vehicles shall obtain a commercial driver’s license as
required under this chapter by April 1, 1992. The director
shall establish a program to convert all qualified commercial
motor vehicle drivers by that date. After April 1, 1992,
except when driving under a commercial driver’s instruction
permit and a valid automobile or classified license and
accompanied by the holder of a commercial driver’s license
valid for the vehicle being driven, no person may drive a
commercial motor vehicle unless the person holds and is in
immediate possession of a commercial driver’s license and
applicable endorsements valid for the vehicle they are
driving. However, this requirement does not apply to any
person:

" (a) Who is the operator of a farm vehicle, and the
vehicle is:

(i) Controlled and operated by a farmer;

(ii) Used to transport either agricultural products, which
in this section include Christmas trees and wood products
harvested from private tree farms and transported by vehicles
weighing no more than forty thousand pounds licensed gross
vehicle weight, farm machinery, farm supplies, or any
combination of those materials to or from a farm;

(iii) Not used in the operations of a common or contract
motor carrier; and
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(iv) Used within one hundred fifty miles of the person’s
farm; or

(b) Who is a fire fighter or law enforcement officer
operating emergency equipment, and:

(i) The fire fighter or law enforcement officer has
successfully completed a driver training course approved by
the director; and

(ii) The fire fighter or law enforcement officer carries
a certificate attesting to the successful completion of the
approved training course; or

(c) Who is operating a recreational vehicle for noncom-
mercial purposes. As used in this section, "recreational
vehicle" includes a vehicle towing a horse trailer for a
noncommercial purpose.

(2) No person may drive a commercial motor vehicle
while his or her driving privilege is suspended, revoked, or
canceled, while subject to disqualification, or in violation of
an out-of-service order. Violations of this subsection shall
be punished in the same way as violations of RCW
46.20.342(1). [1995¢c 393§ 1; 1990 c 56 § 1; 1989 c 178
§7.1]

46.25.060 Knowledge and skills test—Instruction
permit. (1)(a) No person may be issued a commercial
driver’s license unless that person is a resident of this state
and has passed a knowledge and skills test for driving a
commercial motor vehicle that complies with minimum
federal standards established by federal regulation enumerat-
ed in 49 CF.R. part 383, subparts G and H, and has satisfied
all other requirements of the CMVSA in addition to other
requirements imposed by state law or federal regulation.
The tests must be prescribed and conducted by the depart-
ment. In addition to the fee charged for issuance or renewal
of any license, the applicant shall pay a fee of no more than
ten dollars for each classified knowledge examination,
classified endorsement knowledge examination, or any com-
bination of classified license and endorsement knowledge
examinations. The applicant shall pay a fee of no more than
fifty dollars for each classified skill examination or combina-
tion of classified skill examinations conducted by the de-
partment.

(b) The department may authorize a person, including an
agency of this or another state, an employer, a private driver
training facility, or other private institution, or a department,
agency, or instrumentality of local government, to administer
the skills test specified by this section under the following
conditions:

(i) The test is the same which would otherwise be
administered by the state;

(ii) The third party has entered into an agreement with
the state that complies with the requirements of 49 C.F.R.
part 383.75; and

(iii) The director has adopted rules as to the third party
testing program and the development and justification for
fees charged by any third party.

(2) The department may waive the skills test specified
in this section for a commercial driver’s license applicant
who meets the requirements of 49 C.F.R. part 383.77.

(3) A commercial driver’s license or commercial
driver’s instruction permit may not be issued to a person
while the person is subject to a disqualification from driving
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a commercial motor vehicle, or while the person’s driver’s
license is suspended, revoked, or canceled in any state, nor
may a commercial driver’s license be issued to a person who
has a commercial driver’s license issued by any other state
unless the person first surrenders all such licenses, which
must be returned to the issuing state for cancellation.

(4)(a) A commercial driver’s instruction permit may be
issued to an individual who holds a valid automobile or
classified driver’s license.

(b) A commercial driver’s instruction permit may not be
issued for a period to exceed six months. Only one renewal
or reissuance may be granted within a two-year period. The
holder of a commercial driver’s instruction permit may drive
a commercial motor vehicle on a highway only when
accompanied by the holder of a commercial driver’s license
valid for the type of vehicle driven who occupies a seat
beside the individual for the purpose of giving instruction in
driving the commercial motor vehicle. An application for a
commercial driver’s instruction permit shall be accompanied
by a fee of five dollars. The department shall forthwith
transmit the fees collected for commercial driver’s instruc-
tion permits to the state treasurer. [1989 c 178 § 8.]

46.25.070 Application—Change of address—
Residency. (1) The application for a commercial driver’s
license or commercial driver’s instruction permit must
include the following:

(a) The full name and current mailing and residential
address of the person;

(b) A physical description of the person, including sex,
height, weight, and eye color;

(c) Date of birth;

(d) The applicant’s Social Security number;

(e) The person’s signature;

(f) Certifications including those required by 49 C.F.R.
part 383.71(a);

(g) Proof of certification of physical examination or
waiver, as required by 49 C.F.R. 391.41 through 391.49;

(h) Any other information required by the department;
and

(i) A consent to release driving record information to
parties identified in chapter 46.52 RCW and this chapter.

(2) When a licensee changes his or her name, mailing
address, or residence address, the person shall notify the
department as provided in RCW 46.20.205.

(3) No person who has been a resident of this state for
thirty days may drive a commercial motor vehicle under the
authority of a commercial driver’s license issued by another
jurisdiction. [1991 ¢ 73 § 2; 1989 c 178 § 9.]

46.25.080 License contents, classifications, endorse-
ments, restrictions, expiration—Exchange of information.
(Effective until October 1, 1996.) (1) The commercial
driver’s license must be marked "commercial driver’s li-
cense"” or "CDL," and must be, to the maximum extent
practicable, tamperproof. It must include, but not be hmlted
to, the following information:

(a) The name and residence address of the person;

(b) The person’s color photograph;

(c) A physical description of the person including sex,
height, weight, and eye color;
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(d) Date of birth;

(e) The person’s Social Security number or any number
or identifier deemed appropriate by the department;

(f) The person’s-signature;

(g) The class or type of commercial motor vehicle or
vehicles that the person is authorized to drive, together with
any endorsements or restrictions;

(h) The name of the state; and

(i) The dates between which the license is valid.

(2) Commercial driver’s licenses may be issued with the
classifications, endorsements, and restrictions set forth in this
subsection. The holder of a valid commercial driver’s
license may drive all vehicles in the class for which that
license is issued and all lesser classes of vehicles except
motorcycles and vehicles that require an endorsement, unless
the proper-endorsement appears on the license.

(a) Licenses may be classified as follows:

(i) Class A is a combination of vehicles with a gross
combined weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001 pounds or more,
if the GVWR of the vehicle being towed is in excess of
10,000 pounds.

(ii) Class B is a single vehicle with a GVWR of 26,001
pounds or more, and any such vehicle towing a vehicle not
in excess of 10,000 pounds.

(iii) Class C is a single vehicle with a GVWR of less
than 26,001 pounds or any such vehicle towing a vehicle
with a GVWR not in excess of 10,000 pounds consisting of:

(A) Vehicles designed to transport sixteen or more
passengers, including the driver;

(B) Vehicles used in the transportatlon of hazardous
materials that requires the vehicle to be identified with a
placard under 49 C.F.R., part 172, subpart F; and

(C) School buses designed to carry fewer than sixteen
passengers.

(b) The following endorsements and restrictions may be
placed on a license:

(i) "H" authorizes the driver to drive a vehicle transport-
ing hazardous materials.

(ii) "K" restricts the driver to vehicles not equipped with
air brakes.

(iii) "T" authorizes driving double and triple trailers.

(iv) "P" authorizes driving vehicles carrying passengers.

(v) "N" authorizes driving tank vehicles.

(vi) "X" represents a combination of hazardous materials
and tank vehicle endorsements.

The license may be issued with additional endorsements
and restrictions as established by rule of the director.

(3) Before issuing a commercial driver’s license, the
department shall obtain driving record information through
the commercial driver’s license information system, the
national driver register, and from the current state of record.

(4) Within ten days after issuing a commercial driver’s
license, the department must notify the commercial driver’s
license information system of that fact, and provide all
information required to ensure identification of the person.

(5) A commercial driver’s license shall expire in the
same manner as provided in RCW 46.20.181.

(6) When applying for renewal of a commercial driver’s
license, the applicant shall complete the application form
required by RCW 46.25.070(1), providing updated informa-
tion and required certifications. If the applicant wishes to
retain a hazardous materials endorsement, the applicant shall
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take and pass the written test for a hazardous materials
endorsement. [1989 ¢ 178 § 10.]

46.25.080 License contents, classifications, endorse-
ments, restrictions, expiration—Exchange of information.
(Effective October 1, 1996.) (1) The commercial driver’s
license must be marked "commercial driver’s license" or
"CDL," and must be, to the maximum extent practicable,
tamperproof. It must include, but not be limited to, the
following information:

(a) The name and residence address of the person;

(b) The person’s color photograph;

(c) A physical description of the person including sex,
height, weight, and eye color;

(d) Date of birth;

(e) The person’s Social Security number or any number
or identifier deemed appropriate by the department;

(f) The person’s signature;

(g) The class or type of commercial motor vehicle or
vehicles that the person is authorized to drive, together with
any endorsements or restrictions;

(h) The name of the state; and

(i) The dates between which the license is valid.

(2) Commercial driver’s licenses may be issued with the
classifications, endorsements, and restrictions set forth in this
subsection. The holder of a valid commercial driver’s
license may drive all vehicles in the class for which that
license is issued and all lesser classes of vehicles except
motorcycles and vehicles that require an endorsement, unless
the proper endorsement appears on the license.

(a) Licenses may be classified as follows:

(i) Class A is a combination of vehicles with a gross
combined weight rating (GCWR) of 26,001 pounds or more,
if the GVWR of the vehicle being towed is in excess of
10,000 pounds.

(ii) Class B is a single vehicle with a GVWR of 26,001
pounds or more, and any such vehicle towing a vehicle not
in excess of 10,000 pounds.

(iii) Class C is a single vehicle with a GVWR of less
than 26,001 pounds or any such vehicle towing a vehicle
with a GVWR not in excess of 10,000 pounds consisting of:

(A) Vehicles designed to transport sixteen or more
passengers, including the driver; or

(B) Vehicles used in the transportation of hazardous
materials that requires the vehicle to be identified with a
placard under 49 C.F.R., part 172, subpart F.

(b) The following endorsements and restrictions may be
placed on a license:

(i) "H" authorizes the driver to drive a vehicle transport-
ing hazardous materials.

(ii) "K" restricts the driver to vehicles not equipped with
air brakes.

(iii) "T" authorizes driving double and triple trailers.

(iv) "P1" authorizes driving all vehicles carrying
passengers.

(v) "P2" authorizes driving vehicles with a GVWR of
less than 26,001 pounds carrying sixteen or more passengers,
including the driver.

(vi) "N" authorizes driving tank vehicles.

(vii) "X" represents a combination of hazardous materi-
als and tank vehicle endorsements.
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The license may be issued with additional endorsements
and restrictions as established by rule of the director.

(3) All school bus drivers must have either a "P1" or
"P2" endorsement depending on the GVWR of the school
bus being driven.

(4) Before issuing a commercial driver’s license, the
department shall obtain driving record information through
the commercial driver’s license information system, the
national driver register, and from the current state of record.

(5) Within ten days after issuing a commercial driver’s
license, the department must notify the commercial driver’s
license information system of that fact, and provide all
information required to ensure identification of the person.

(6) A commercial driver’s license shall expire in the
same manner as provided in RCW 46.20.181.

(7) When applying for renewal of a commercial driver’s
license, the applicant shall complete the application form
required by RCW 46.25.070(1), providing updated informa-
tion and required certifications. If the applicant wishes to
retain a hazardous materials endorsement, the applicant shall
take and pass the written test for a hazardous materials
endorsement. [1996 c 30 § 2; 1989 c 178 § 10.]

Effective date—1996 c 30: See note following RCW 46.25.010.

46.25.090 Disqualification—Grounds for, period
of—Records, notice. (Effective until October 1, 1996.) (1)
A person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor
vehicle for a period of not less than one year if a report has
been received by the department pursuant to RCW
46.25.120, or if the person has been convicted of a first
violation, within this or any other jurisdiction, of:

(a) Driving a commercial motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol or any drug;

(b) Driving a commercial motor vehicle while the
alcohol concentration in the person’s system is 0.04 or more
as determined by any testing methods approved by law in
this state or any other state or jurisdiction;

(c) Leaving the scene of an accident involving a
commercial motor vehicle driven by the person;

(d) Using a commercial motor vehicle in the commis-
sion of a felony;

(e) Refusing to submit to a test to determine the driver’s
alcohol concentration while driving a motor vehicle.

If any of the violations set forth in this subsection
occurred while transporting a hazardous material required to
be identified by a placard, the person is disqualified for a
period of not less than three years.

(2) A person is disqualified for life if it has been
determined that the person has committed or has been
convicted of two or more violations of any of the offenses
specified in subsection (1) of this section, or any combina-
tion of those offenses, arising from two or more separate
incidents. Only offenses committed after October 1, 1989,
may be considered in applying this subsection.

(3) The department may adopt rules, in accordance with
federal regulations, establishing guidelines, including
conditions, under which a disqualification for life under
subsection (2) of this section may be reduced to a period of
not less tnan ten years.

(4) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial
motor vehicle for life who uses a commercial motor vehicle
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in the commission of a felony involving the manufacture,
distribution, or dispensing of a controlled substance, as
defined by chapter 69.50 RCW, or possession with intent to
manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled substance,
as defined by chapter 69.50 RCW.

(5) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial
motor vehicle for a period of not less than sixty days if
convicted of two serious traffic violations, or one hundred
twenty days if convicted of three serious traffic violations,
committed in a commercial motor vehicle arising from
separate incidents occurring within a three-year period.

(6) Within ten days after suspending, revoking, or
canceling a commercial driver’s license, the department shall
update its records to reflect that action. After suspending,
revoking, or canceling a nonresident commercial driver’s
privileges, the department shall notify the licensing authority
of the state that issued the commercial driver’s license.
[1989 c 178 § 11.]

46.25.090 Disqualification—Grounds for, period
of—Records, notice. (Effective October 1, 1996.) (1) A
person is disqualified from driving a commercial motor
vehicle for a period of not less than one year if a report has
been received by the department pursuant to RCW
46.25.120, or if the person has been convicted of a first
violation, within this or any other jurisdiction, of:

(a) Driving a commercial motor vehicle under the
influence of alcohol or any drug;

(b) Driving a commercial motor vehicle while the
alcohol concentration in the person’s system is 0.04 or more
as determined by any testing methods approved by law in
this state or any other state or jurisdiction;

(c) Leaving the scene of an accident involving a
commercial motor vehicle driven by the person;

(d) Using a commercial motor vehicle in the commis-
sion of a felony;

(e) Refusing to submit to a test to determine the driver’s
alcohol concentration while driving a motor vehicle.

If any of the violations set forth in this subsection
occurred while transporting a hazardous material required to
be identified by a placard, the person is disqualified for a
period of not less than three years.

(2) A person is disqualified for life if it has been
determined that the person has committed or has been
convicted of two or more violations of any of the offenses
specified in subsection (1) of this section, or any combina-
tion of those offenses, arising from two or more separate
incidents. Only offenses committed after October 1, 1989,
may be considered in applying this subsection.

(3) The department may adopt rules, in accordance with
federal regulations, establishing guidelines, including
conditions, under which a disqualification for life under
subsection (2) of this section may be reduced to a period of
not less than ten years.

(4) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial
motor vehicle for life who uses a commercial motor vehicle
in the commission of a felony involving the manufacture,
distribution, or dispensing of a controlled substance, as
defined by chapter 69.50 RCW, or possession with intent to
manufacture, distribute, or dispense a controlled substance,
as defined by chapter 69.50 RCW.
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(5) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial
motor vehicle for a period of not less than sixty days if
convicted of or found to have committed two serious traffic
violations, or one hundred twenty days if convicted of or
found to have committed three serious traffic violations,
committed in a commercial motor vehicle arising from
separate incidents occurring within a three-year period.

(6) A person is disqualified from driving a commercial
motor vehicle for a period of:

(a) Not less than ninety days nor more than one year if
convicted of or found to have committed a first violation of
an out-of-service order;

(b) Not less than one year nor more than five years if,
during a ten-year period, the person is convicted of or is
found to have committed two violations of out-of-service
orders in separate incidents;

(c) Not less than three years nor more than five years if,
during a ten-year period, the person is convicted of or is
found to have committed three or more violations of out-of-
service orders in separate incidents;

(d) Not less than one hundred eighty days nor more than
two years if the person is convicted of or is found to have
committed a first violation of an out-of-service order while
transporting hazardous materials required to be placarded
under the Hazardous Materials Transportation Act (46 U.S.C.
Sec. 1801-1813), or while operating motor vehicles designed
to transport sixteen or more passengers, including the driver.
A person is disqualified for a period of not less than three
years nor more than five years if, during a ten-year period,
the person is convicted of or is found to have committed
subsequent violations of out-of-service orders, in separate
incidents, while transporting hazardous materials required to
be placarded under the Hazardous Materials Transportation
Act, or while operating motor vehicles designed to transport
sixteen or more passengers, including the driver.

(7) Within ten days after suspending, revoking, or
canceling a commercial driver’s license, the department shall
update its records to reflect that action. After suspending,
revoking, or canceling a nonresident commercial driver’s
privileges, the department shall notify the licensing authority
of the state that issued the commercial driver’s license.
[1996 c 30 § 3; 1989 ¢c 178 § 11.]

Effective date—1996 c 30: See note following RCW 46.25.010.

46.25.100 Restoration after disqualification. When
a person has been disqualified from operating a commercial
motor vehicle, the person is not entitled to have the commer-
cial driver’s license restored until after the expiration of the
appropriate disqualification period required under RCW
46.25.090. After expiration of the appropriate period and
upon payment of a requalification fee of twenty dollars, the
person may apply for a new, duplicate, or renewal com-
mercial driver’s license as provided by law. If the person
has been disqualified for a period of one year or more, the
person shall demonstrate that he or she meets the commer-
cial driver’s license qualification standards specified in RCW
46.25.060. [1989 c 178 § 12.]

46.25.110 Driving with alcohol in system. (1)
Notwithstanding any other provision of Title 46 RCW, a
person may not drive, operate, or be in physical control of
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a commercial motor vehicle while having alcohol in his or
her system.

(2) Law enforcement or appropriate officials shall issue
an out-of-service order valid for twenty-four hours against a
person who drives, operates, or is in physical control of a
commercial motor vehicle while having alcohol in his or her
system or who refuses to take a test to determine his or her
alcohol content as provided by RCW 46.25.120. [1989 c
178 § 13.]

46.25.120 Test for alcohol or drugs—
Disqualification for refusal of test or positive test. (1) A
person who drives a commercial motor vehicle within this
state is deemed to have given consent, subject to RCW
46.61.506, to take a test or tests of that person’s blood or
breath for the purpose of determining that person’s alcohol
concentration or the presence of other drugs.

(2) A test or tests may be administered at the direction
of a law enforcement officer, who after stopping or detaining
the commercial motor vehicle driver, has probable cause to
believe that driver was driving a commercial motor vehicle
while having alcohol in his or her system.

(3) The law enforcement officer requesting the test
under subsection (1) of this section shall warn the person
requested to submit to the test that a refusal to submit will
result in that person being disqualified from operating a
commercial motor vehicle under RCW 46.25.090.

(4) If the person refuses testing, or submits to a test that
discloses an alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more, the law
enforcement officer shall submit a sworn report to the
department certifying that the test was requested pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section and that the person refused to
submit to testing, or submitted to a test that disclosed an
alcohol concentration of 0.04 or more.

(5) Upon receipt of the sworn report of a law enforce-
ment officer under subsection (4) of this section, the depart-
ment shall disqualify the driver from driving a commercial
motor vehicle under RCW 46.25.090, subject to the hearing
provisions of RCW 46.20.329 and 46.20.332. The hearing
shall be conducted in the county of the arrest. For the
purposes of this section, the hearing shall cover the issues of
whether a law enforcement officer had reasonable grounds
to believe the person had been driving or was in actual phys-
ical control of a commercial motor vehicle within this state
while having alcohol in the person’s system, whether the
person refused to submit to the test or tests upon request of
the officer after having been informed that the refusal would
result in the disqualification of the person from driving a
commercial motor vehicle, and, if the test was administered,
whether the results indicated an alcoholic concentration in
that person’s blood of 0.04 percent or more. The department
shall order that the disqualification of the person either be
rescinded or sustained. Any decision by the department
disqualifying a person from driving a commercial motor
vehicle is stayed and does not take effect while a formal
hearing is pending under this section or during the pendency
of a subsequent appeal to superior court so long as there is
no conviction for a moving violation or no finding that the
person has committed a traffic infraction that is a moving
violation during the pendency of the hearing and appeal. If
the disqualification of the person is sustained after the
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hearing, the person who is disqualified may file a petition in
the superior court of the county of arrest to review the final
order of disqualification by the department in the manner
provided in RCW 46.20.334. [1990 c 250 § 50; 1989 c 178
§ 14]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.25.130 Report of violation by nonresident.
Within ten days after receiving a report of the conviction of
any nonresident holder of a commercial driver’s license for
any violation of state law or local ordinance relating to
motor vehicle traffic control, other than parking violations,
committed in a commercial motor vehicle, the department
shall notify the driver licensing authority in the licensing
state of the conviction. [1989 c 178 § 15.]

46.25.140 Rules. The department may adopt rules
necessary to carry out this chapter. [1989 c 178 § 16.]

46.25.150 Agreements to carry out chapter. The
department may enter into or make agreements, arrange-
ments, or declarations to carry out this chapter. [1989 c 178

§ 17.]

46.25.160 Licenses issued by other states. Notwith-
standing any law to the contrary, a person may drive a
commercial motor vehicle if the person has a commercial
driver’s license or commercial driver’s instruction permit
issued by any state in accordance with the minimum federal
standards for the issuance of commercial motor vehicle
driver’s licenses or permits, if the person’s license or permit
is not suspended, revoked, or canceled, and if the person is
not disqualified from driving a commercial motor vehicle or
is subject to an out-of-service order. [1989 ¢ 178 § 18.]

46.25.170 Civil and criminal penalties. (1) A person
subject to RCW 81.04.405 who is determined by the utilities
and transportation commission, after notice, to have commit-
ted an act that is in violation of RCW 46.25.020, 46.25.030,
46.25.040, 46.25.050, or 46.25.110 is liable to Washington
state for the civil penalties provided for in RCW 81.04.405.

(2) A person who violates or fails to comply with, or
who procures, aids, or abets in the violation of any provision
of RCW 46.25.020, 46.25.030, 46.25.040, 46.25.050, or
46.25.110 is guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [1989 c 178 §
19.]

46.25.900 Severability—1989 c 178. If any provision
of this act or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act or the application of

- the provision to other persons or circumstances is not

affected. [1989 c 178 § 30.]

46.25.901 Effective dates—1989 ¢ 178. Sections 25,
26, 28, and 32 of this act shall take effect on April 1, 1992.
The remainder of this act shall take effect on October 1,
1989. The director of licensing may immediately take such
steps as are necessary to insure that all sections of this act
are implemented on their respective effective dates. [1989
c 178 § 33.]
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46.29.500 Notice of cancellation or termination of certified policy.

46.29.510 Chapter not to affect other policies.

46.29.520 Bond as proof.

46.29.530 When bond constitutes a lien.

46.29.540 Action on bond.

46.29.550 Money or securities as proof.

46.29.560  Application of deposit.

46.29.570 Owner may give proof for others.

46.29.580  Substitution of proof.
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46.29.590 Other proof required, when.
46.29.600 Duration of proof—When proof may be canceled or re-
turmed.

VIOLATIONS

46.29.605  Suspension of registration, notice—Surrender of license
plates—Penalties.

46.29.610  Surrender of license—Penalty.

46.29.620 Forged proof—Penalty.

MISCELLANEOUS

46.29.630  Self-insurers.

46.29.640 Chapter not to prevent other process.
46.29.900 Construction—1963 c 169.
46.29.910 Severability—1963 c 169.

46.29.920 Repeals and saving.

Revoked license not to be renewed or restored until proof of financial
responsibility given: RCW 46.20.311.

ADMINISTRATION

46.29.010 Purpose. It is the purpose of this chapter
to adopt in substance the provisions of the uniform vehicle
code relating to financial responsibility in order to achieve
greater uniformity with the laws of other states and thereby
reduce the conflicts in laws confronting motorists as they
travel between states. [1963 c 169 § 1.]

46.29.020 Definitions. (1) The term "owner" as used
in this chapter shall mean registered owner as defined in
RCW 46.04.460.

(2) The term "registration” as used in this chapter shall
mean the certificate of license registration issued under the
laws of this state. [1963 c 169 § 2.]

46.29.030 Director to administer chapter. (1) The
director shall administer and enforce the provisions of this
chapter and may make rules and regulations necessary for its
administration.

(2) The director shall prescribe and provide suitable
forms requisite or deemed necessary for the purposes of this
chapter. [1963 c 169 § 3.]

46.29.040 Court review. Any order of the director
under the provisions of this chapter shall be subject to
review, at the instance of any party in interest, by appeal to
the superior court of Thurston county, or at his option to the .
superior court of the county of his residence. The scope of
such review shall be limited to that prescribed by RCW
7.16.120 governing review by certiorari. Notice of appeal
must be filed within ten days after receipt of the notice of
such order. The court shall determine whether the filing of
the appeal shall operate as a stay of any such order of the
director. Upon the filing the notice of appeal the court shall
issue an order to the director to show cause why the order
should not be reversed or modified. The order to show
cause shall be returnable not less than ten nor more than
thirty days after the date of service thereof upon the director.
The court after hearing the matter may modify, affirm or
reverse the order of the director in whole or in part. [1963
c 169 § 4]

(1996 Ed.)



Financial Responsibility

46.29.050 Furnishing driving record and evidence
of ability to respond in damages—Fees. (1) The depart-
ment shall upon request furnish any person or his attorney a
certified abstract of his driving record, which abstract shall
include enumeration of any motor vehicle accidents in which
such person has been involved. Such abstract shall (a)
indicate the total number of vehicles involved, whether the
vehicles were legally parked or moving, and whether the
vehicles were occupied at the time of the accident; and (b)
contain reference to any convictions of the person for
violation of the motor vehicle laws as reported to the
department, reference to any findings that the person has
committed a traffic infraction which have been reported to
the department, and a record of any vehicles registered in the
name of the person. The department shall collect for each
abstract the sum of four dollars and fifty cents which shall
be deposited in the highway safety fund.

(2) The department shall upon request furnish any
person who may have been injured in person or property by
any motor vehicle, with an abstract of all information of
record in the department pertaining to the evidence of the
ability of any driver or owner of any motor vehicle to
respond in damages. The department shall collect for each
abstract the sum of four dollars and fifty cents which shall
be deposited in the highway safety fund. [1987 1st ex.s. ¢
98§1;1985exs.c18§10; 1979 ex.s. c 136 § 63; 1969 ex.s.
c40§1;1967c 174 § 1; 1963 c 169 § 5.]

Severability—1987 1st ex.s. ¢ 9: "If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of

the act or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances
is not affected.” [1987 Ist ex.s.c 9 § 11.]

. Effective date—1987 1st ex.s. ¢ 9: "This act is necessary for the

immediate preservation of the public peace, health, and safety, the support
of the state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take
effect July 1, 1987." [1987 Ist ex.s. c9 § 12.]

Effective date—198S ex.s. ¢ 1: See note following RCW 46.20.070.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Effective date—1967 ¢ 174: "Sections 1, 2, 3 and 4 of this
amendatory act shall become effective July 1, 1967." [1967 c 174 § 7.]

Abstract of driving record furnished to insurance company: RCW
46.52.130.

SECURITY FOLLOWING ACCIDENT

46.29.060 Application of sections requiring deposit
of security and suspensions for failure to deposit security.
The provisions of this chapter, requiring deposit of security
and suspensions for failure to deposit security, subject to
certain exemptions, shall apply to the driver and owner of
any vehicle of a type subject to registration under the motor
vehicle laws of this state which is in any manner involved in
an accident within this state, which accident has resulted in
bodily injury or death of any person or damage to the
property of any one person to an apparent extent equal to or
greater than the minimum amount established by rule
adopted by the director. The director shall adopt rules
establishing the property damage threshold at which the pro-
visions of this chapter apply with respect to the deposit of
security and suspensions for failure to deposit security.
Beginning October 1, 1987, the property damage threshold
shall be five hundred dollars. The thresholds shall be
revised when necessary, but not more frequently than every
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two years. The revisions shall only be for the purpose of
recognizing economic changes as reflected by an inflationary
index recommended by the office of financial management.
The revisions shall be guided by the change in the index for
the time period since the last revision and by the threshold
established by the chief of the Washington state patrol for
the filing of accident reports as provided in RCW 46.52.030.
[1987 c 463 § 1; 1977 ex.s. ¢ 369 § 1; 1971 ex.s. c 22 § 2;
1963 c 169 § 6.]

46.29.070 Department to determine amount of
security required—Notices. (1) The department, not less
than twenty days after receipt of a report of an accident as
described in the preceding section, shall determine the
amount of security which shall be sufficient in its judgment
to satisfy any judgment or judgments for damages resulting
from such accident as may be recovered against each driver
or owner. Such determination shall not be made with
respect to drivers or owners who are exempt under succeed-
ing sections of this chapter from the requirements as to
security and suspension.

(2) The department shall determine the amount of
security deposit required of any person upon the basis of the
reports or other information submitted. In the event a person
involved in an accident as described in this chapter fails to
make a report or submit information indicating the extent of
his injuries or the damage to his property within one hundred
eighty days after the accident and the department does not
have sufficient information on which to base an evaluation
of such injuries or damage, then the department after
reasonable notice to such person, if it is possible to give
such notice, otherwise without such notice, shall not require
any deposit of security for the benefit or protection of such
person.

(3) The department after receipt of report of any
accident referred to herein and upon determining the amount
of security to be required of any person involved in such
accident or to be required of the owner of any vehicle
involved in such accident shall give written notice to every
such person of the amount of security required to be deposit-
ed by him and that an order of suspension will be made as
hereinafter provided not less than twenty days and not more
than sixty days after the sending of such notice unless within
said time security be deposited as required by said notice.
[1981 c309 § 1; 1979 ¢c 78 § 1; 1963 c 169 § 7]

Proof of financial security for the future required in addition to security
after accident: RCW 46.29.420.

46.29.080 Exceptions as to requirement of security.
The requirements as to security and suspension in this
chapter shall not apply:

(1) To the driver or owner if the owner had in effect at
the time of the accident an automobile liability policy or
bond with respect to the vehicle involved in the accident,
except that a driver shall not be exempt under this subsection
if at the time of the accident the vehicle was being operated
without the owner’s permission, express or implied;

(2) To the driver, if not the owner of the vehicle
involved in the accident, if there was in effect at the time of
the accident an automobile liability policy or bond with
respect to his driving of vehicles not owned by him;
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(3) To the driver, if not the owner of the vehicle
involved in the accident, if there was in effect at the time of
the accident an automobile liability policy or bond as to
which there is a bona fide dispute conceming coverage of
such driver as evidenced by the pendency of litigation
seeking a declaration of said driver’s coverage under such
policy or bond;

(4) To the driver, whether or not the owner, if there is
a bona fide claim on the part of the driver that there was in
effect at the time of the accident, an automobile liability
policy or bond insuring or covering such driver;

(5) To any person qualifying as a self-insurer under
RCW 46.29.630 or to any person operating a vehicle for
such self-insurer;

(6) To the driver or the owner of a vehicle involved in
an accident wherein no injury or damage was caused to the
person or property of anyone other than such driver or
owner;

(7) To the driver or owner of a vehicle which at the
time of the accident was parked, unless such vehicle was
parked at a place where parking was at the time of the
accident prohibited under any applicable law or ordinance;

(8) To the owner of a vehicle if at the time of the
accident the vehicle was being operated without his permis-
sion, express or implied, or was parked by a person who had
been operating such vehicle without such permission, except
if the vehicle was operated by his minor child or spouse;

(9) To the owner of a vehicle involved in an accident if
at the time of the accident such vehicle was owned by or
leased to the United States, this state or any political
subdivision of this state or a municipality thereof, or to the
driver of such vehicle if operating such vehicle with permis-
sion; or

(10) To the driver or the owner of a vehicle in the event
at the time of the accident the vehicle was being operated by
or under the direction of a police officer who, in the perfor-
mance of his duties, shall have assumed custody of such
vehicle. [1965c 124 § 1; 1963 ¢ 169 § 8.]

46.29.090 Requirements as to policy or bond. (1)
No policy or bond is effective under RCW 46.29.080 unless
issued by an insurance company or surety company autho-
rized to do business in this state, except as provided in sub-
section (2) of this section, nor unless such policy or bond is
subject, if the accident has resulted in bodily injury or death,
to a limit, exclusive of interest and costs, of not less than
twenty-five thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or
death of one person in any one accident and, subject to said
limit for one person, to a limit of not less than fifty thousand
dollars because of bodily injury to or death of two or more
persons in any one accident, and if the accident has resulted
in injury to, or destruction of, property to a limit of not less
than ten thousand dollars because of injury to or destruction
of property of others in any one accident.

(2) No policy or bond is effective under RCW
46.29.080 withrespect to any vehicle which was not
registered in this state or was a vehicle which was registered
elsewhere than in this state at the effective date of the policy
or bond or the most recent renewal thereof, unless the
insurance company or surety company issuing such policy or
bond is authorized to do business in this state, or if said
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company is not authorized to do business in this state, unless
it executes a power of attorney authorizing the director of
licensing to accept service on its behalf of notice or process
in any action upon such policy or bond arising out of such
accident.

(3) The department may rely upon the accuracy of the
information in a required report of an accident as to the
existence of insurance or a bond unless and until the
department has reason to believe that the information is
erroneous. [1980 c 117 § 3; 1979 c 158 § 155; 1967 ex.s.
c38§1;1963¢c 169 §9.] )

Effective date—1980 c 117: See note following RCW 48.22.030.

Effective date—1967 ex.s. ¢ 3: "This amendatory act shall take effect
on July 1, 1968." [1967 ex.s.c 3 § 6.]

46.29.100 Form and amount of security. (1) The
security required under this chapter shall be in such form
and in such amount as the department may require, but in no
case in excess of the limits specified in RCW 46.29.090 in
reference to the acceptable limits of a policy or bond.

(2) Every depositor of security shall designate in writing
every person in whose name such deposit is made and may
at any time change such designation, but any single deposit
of security shall be applicable only on behalf of persons
required to furnish security because of the same accident.
[1963 c 169 § 10.]

46.29.110 Failure to deposit security—Suspensions.
If a person required to deposit security under this chapter
fails to deposit such security within sixty days after the
department has sent the notice as hereinbefore provided, the
department shall thereupon suspend:

(1) The driver’s license of each driver in any manner
involved in the accident;

(2) The driver’s license of the owner of each vehicle of
a type subject to registration under the laws of this state
involved in the accident;

(3) If the driver or owner is a nonresident, the privilege
of operating within this state a vehicle of a type subject to
registration under the laws of this state.

Such suspensions shall be made in respect to persons
required by the department to deposit security who fail to
deposit such security except as otherwise provided under
succeeding sections of this chapter. [1990 c 250 § 51; 1987
c 378 § 1; 1967 c 32 § 37, 1963 c 169 § 11.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.29.120 Release from liability. (1) A person shall
be relieved from the requirement for deposit of security for
the benefit or protection of another person injured or
damaged in the accident in the event he is released from
liability by such other person.

(2) In the event the department has evaluated the
injuries or damage to any minor the department may accept,
for the purposes of this chapter only, evidence of a release
from liability executed by a natural guardian or a legal
guardian on behalf of such minor without the approval of
any court or judge. [1965 c 124 § 2; 1963 c 169 § 12.]

46.29.130 Adjudication of nonliability. A person
shall be relieved from the requirement for deposit of security
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in respect to a claim for injury or damage arising out of the
accident in the event such person has been finally adjudicat-
ed not to be liable in respect to such claim. [1963 ¢ 169 §
13.]

46.29.140 Agreements for payment of damages. (1)
Any two or more of the persons involved in or affected by
an accident as described in RCW 46.29.060 may at any time
enter into a written agreement for the payment of an agreed
amount with respect to all claims of any of such persons
because of bodily injury to or death or property damage
arising from such accident, which agreement may provide
for payment in installments, and may file a signed copy
thereof with the department.

(2) The department, to the extent provided by any such
written agreement filed with it, shall not require the deposit
of security and shall terminate any prior order of suspension,
or, if security has previously been deposited, the department
shall immediately return such security to the depositor or his
personal representative.

(3) In the event of a default in any payment under such
agreement and upon notice of such default the department
shall take action suspending the license of such person in
default as would be appropriate in the event of failure of
such person to deposit security when required under this
chapter.

(4) Such suspension shall remain in effect and such
license shall not be restored unless and until:

(a) Security is deposited as required under this chapter
in such amount as the department may then determine,

(b) When, following any such default and suspension,
the person in default has paid the balance of the agreed
amount,

(c) When, following any such default and suspension,
the person in default has resumed installment payments
under an agreement acceptable to the creditor, or

(d) Three years have elapsed following the accident and
evidence satisfactory to the department has been filed with
it that during such period no action at law upon such
agreement has been instituted and is pending. [1981 c 309
§ 2, 1963 c 169 § 14.]

46.29.150 Payment upon judgment. The payment of
a judgment arising out of an accident or the payment upon
such judgment of an amount equal to the maximum amount
which could be required for deposit under this chapter shall,
for the purposes of this chapter, release the judgment debtor
from the liability evidenced by such judgment. [1963 c 169
§ 15

46.29.160 Termination of security requirement.
The department, if satisfied as to the existence of any fact
which under RCW 46.29.120, 46.29.130, 46.29.140 or
46.29.150 would entitle a person to be relieved from the
security requirements of this chapter, shall not require the
deposit of security by the person so relieved from such
requirement, or if security has previously been deposited by
such person, the department shall immediately return such
deposit to such person or to his personal representative.
[1963 c 169 § 16.]
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46.29.170 Duration of suspension. Unless a suspen-
sion is terminated under other provisions of this chapter, any
order of suspension by the department under this chapter
shall remain in effect and no license shall be renewed for or
issued to any person whose license is so suspended until:

(1) Such person shall deposit or there shall be deposited
on his behalf the security required under this chapter, or

(2) Three years have elapsed following the date of the
accident resulting in such suspension and evidence satisfacto-
ry to the department has been filed with it that during such
period no action for damages arising out of the accident
resulting in such suspension has been instituted.

An affidavit of the applicant that no action at law for
damages arising out of the accident has been filed against
him or, if filed, that it is not still pending shall be prima
facie evidence of that fact. The department may take
whatever steps are necessary to verify the statement set forth
in any said affidavit. [1981 ¢ 309 § 3; 1963 ¢ 169 § 17.]

46.29.180 Application to nonresidents, unlicensed
drivers, unregistered vehicles, and accidents in other
states. (1) In case the driver or the owner of a vehicle of a
type subject to registration under the laws of this state
involved in an accident within this state has no driver’s
license in this state, then such driver shall not be allowed a
driver’s license until he has complied with the requirements
of this chapter to the same extent that would be necessary if,
at the time of the accident, he had held a license or been the
owner of a vehicle registered in this state.

(2) When a nonresident’s driving privilege is suspended
pursuant to RCW 46.29.110, the department shall transmit a
certified copy of the record or abstract of such action to the
official in charge of the issuance of licenses and registration
certificates in the state in which such nonresident resides, if
the law of such other state provided for action in relation
thereto similar to that provided for in subsection (3) of this
section.

(3) Upon receipt of such certification that the driving
privilege of a resident of this state has been suspended or
revoked in any such other state pursuant to a law providing
for its suspension or revocation for failure to deposit security
for the payment of judgments arising out of a motor vehicle.
accident, under circumstances which would require the
department to suspend a nonresident’s driving privilege had
the accident occurred in this state, the department shall
suspend the license of such resident. Such suspension shall
continue until such resident furnishes evidence of his
compliance with the law of such other state relating to the
deposit of such security. [1967 c 32 § 38; 1963 c 169 § 18.]

46.29.190 Authority of department to decrease
amount of security. The department may reduce the
amount of security ordered in any case if in its judgment the
amount ordered is excessive. In case the security originally
ordered has been deposited, the excess deposit over the
reduced amount ordered shall be returned to the depositor or
his personal representative forthwith. [1965 c 124 § 3; 1963
c 169 § 19.]

46.29.200 Correction of action by department.
Whenever the department has taken any action or has failed
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to take any action under this chapter by reason of having
received erroneous information, then upon receiving correct
information within three years after the date of an accident
the department shall take appropriate action to carry out the
purposes and effect of this chapter. The foregoing, however,
shall not be deemed to require the department to reevaluate
the amount of any deposit required under this chapter.
[1967 c 61 § 1; 1965 c 124 § 4; 1963 c 169 § 20.]

46.29.210 Custody of security. The department shall
place any security deposited with it under this chapter in the
custody of the state treasurer. [1963 ¢ 169 § 21.]

46.29.220 Disposition of security. (1) Such security

shall be applicable and available only:

(a) For the payment of any settlement agreement
covering any claim arising out of the accident upon instruc-
tion of the person who made the deposit, or

(b) For the payment of a judgment or judgments,
rendered against the person required to make the deposit, for
damages arising out of the accident in an action at law
begun not later than three years after the date of the acci-
dent.

(2) Every distribution of funds from the security
deposits shall be subject to the limits of the department’s
evaluation on behalf of a claimant. [1981 ¢ 309 § 4; 1963
c 169 § 22.]

46.29.230 Return of deposit. Upon the expiration of
three years from the date of the accident resulting in the
security requirement, any security remaining on deposit shall
be returned to the person who made such deposit or to his
personal representative if an affidavit or other evidence satis-
factory to the department has been filed with it:

(1) That no action for damages arising out of the
accident for which deposit was made is pending against any
person on whose behalf the deposit was made, and

(2) That there does not exist any unpaid judgment
rendered against any such person in such an action.

The foregoing provisions of this section shall not be
construed to limit the return of any deposit of security under
any other provision of this chapter authorizing such return.
[1981 ¢ 309 § 5; 1963 ¢ 169 § 23.]

46.29.240 Certain matters not evidence in civil
suits. The report required following an accident, the action
taken by the department pursuant to this chapter, the find-
ings, if any, of the department upon which such action is
based, and the security filed as provided in this chapter, shall
not be referred to in any way, and shall not be any evidence
of the negligence or due care of either party, at the trial of
any action at law to recover damages. [1963 c 169 § 24.]

PROOF OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
FUTURE

46.29.250 Application of sections requiring deposit
of proof of financial responsibility for the future. The
provisions of this chapter requiring the deposit of proof of
financial responsibility for the future, subject to certain
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exemptions, shall apply with respect to persons who have
been convicted of or forfeited bail for certain offenses under
motor vehicle laws, or who have failed to pay judgments
upon causes of action arising out of ownership, maintenance
or use of vehicles of a type subject to registration under the
laws of this state, or who having driven or owned a vehicle
involved in an accident are required to deposit security under
the provisions of RCW 46.29.070. [1963 c 169 § 25.]

46.29.260 Meaning of "'proof of financial responsi-
bility for the future." The term "proof of financial
responsibility for the future” as used in this chapter means:
Proof of ability to respond in damages for liability, on
account of accidents occurring subsequent to the effective
date of said proof, arising out of the ownership, mainte-
nance, or use of a vehicle of a type subject to registration
under the laws of this state, in the amount of twenty-five
thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or death of one
person in any one accident, and, subject to said limit for one
person, in the amount of fifty thousand dollars because of
bodily injury to or death of two or more persons in any one
accident, and in the amount of ten thousand dollars because
of injury to or destruction of property of others in any one
accident. Wherever used in this chapter the terms "proof of
financial responsibility” or "proof” shall be synonymous with
the term "proof of financial responsibility for the future."
[1980c 117 § 4; 1967 ex.s. ¢ 3 § 2; 1963 c 169 § 26.]

Effective date—1980 c 117: See note following RCW 48.22.030.

Effective date—1967 ex.s. ¢ 3: See note following RCW 46.29.090.

46.29.270 Meaning of "judgment' and ''state.'" The
following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall,
for the purpose of this chapter, have the meanings respec-
tively ascribed to them in this section.

(1) The term "judgment" shall mean: Any judgment
which shall have become final by expiration without appeal
of the time within which an appeal might have been perfect-
ed, or by final affirmation on appeal, rendered by a court of
competent jurisdiction of any state or of the United States,
upon a cause of action arising out of the ownership, mainte-
nance or use of any vehicle of a type subject to registration
under the laws of this state, for damages, including damages
for care and loss of services, because of bodily injury to or
death of any person, or for damages because of injury to or
destruction of property, including the loss of use thereof, or
upon a cause of action on an agreement of settlement for
such damages.

(2) The term "state" shall mean: Any state, territory, or
possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, or
any province of the Dominion of Canada. [1963 c 169 §
271]

46.29.280 Suspension continues until proof fur-
nished. Whenever, under any law of this state, the license
of any person is suspended or revoked by reason of a
conviction, forfeiture of bail, or finding that a traffic infrac-
tion has been committed, the suspension or revocation
hereinbefore required shall remain in effect and the depart-
ment shall not issue to such person any new or renewal of
license until permitted under the motor vehicle laws of this
state, and not then unless and until such person shall give
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and thereafter maintain proof of financial responsibility for
the future. Upon receiving notice of the termination or
cancellation of proof of financial responsibility for the
future, the department shall resuspend or rerevoke the
person’s driving privilege until the person again gives and
thereafter maintains proof of financial responsibility for the
future. [1985c 157 § 1; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 64; 1963 c 169
§ 28.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 exs. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.29.290 Action in respect to unlicensed person.
If a person has no license, but by final order or judgment is
convicted of or forfeits any bail or collateral deposited to
secure an appearance for trial for any offense requiring the
suspension or revocation of license, no license shall be there-
after issued to such person unless he shall give and thereafter
maintain proof of financial responsibility for the future.
(1965 c 124 § 5; 1963 c 169 § 29.]

46.29.300 Action in respect to nonresidents.
Whenever the department suspends or revokes a
nonresident’s driving privilege by reason of a conviction,
forfeiture of bail, or finding that a traffic infraction has been
committed such privilege shall remain so suspended or
revoked unless such person shall have previously given or
shall immediately give and thereafter maintain proof of
financial responsibility for the future. [1979 ex.s. c 136 §
65; 1967 ¢ 32 § 39; 1963 c 169 § 30.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.29.310 When courts to report nonpayment of
judgments. Whenever any person fails within thirty days to
satisfy any judgment, then it shall be the duty of the clerk of
the court, or of the judge of a court which has no clerk, in
which any such judgment is rendered within this state to
forward immediately to the department the following:

(1) A certified copy or abstract of such judgment;

(2) A certificate of facts relative to such judgment;

(3) Where the judgment is by default, a certified copy
or abstract of that portion of the record which indicates the
manner in which service of summons was effectuated and all
the measures taken to provide the defendant with timely and
actual notice of the suit against him. [1969 ex.s. c 44 § 1;
1963 c 169 § 31.]

46.29.320 Further action with respect to nonresi-

dents. If the defendant named in any certified copy or.

abstract of a judgment reported to the department is a
nonresident, the department shall transmit those certificates
furnished to it under RCW 46.29.310 to the official in
charge of the issuance of licenses and registrations of the
state of which the defendant is a resident. [1969 ex.s. ¢ 44
§ 2, 1963 c 169 § 32.]

46.29.330 Suspension for nonpayment of judgments.
The department upon receipt of the certificates provided for
by RCW 46.29.310, on a form provided by the department,
shall forthwith suspend the license and any nonresident’s
driving privilege of any person against whom such judgment
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was rendered, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.
[1990 c 250 § 52; 1969 ex.s. c 44 § 3; 1967 c 32 § 40; 1963
c 169 § 33]

Severability—1990 c 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.29.340 Exception in relation to government
vehicles. The provisions of RCW 46.29.330 shall not apply
with respect to any such judgment arising out of an accident
caused by the ownership or operation, with permission, of a
vehicle owned or leased to the United States, this state or
any political subdivision of this state or a municipality
thereof. [1963 c 169 § 34.]

46.29.350 Exception when consent granted by
judgment creditor. If the judgment creditor consents in
writing, in such form as the department may prescribe, that
the judgment debtor be allowed a license or nonresident’s
driving privilege, the same may be allowed by the depart-
ment, in its discretion, for six months from the date of such
consent and thereafter until such consent is revoked in
writing, notwithstanding default in the payment of such
judgment, or of any installments thereof prescribed in RCW
46.29.400, provided the judgment debtor furnishes proof of
financial responsibility. [1967 c 32 § 41; 1963 c 169 § 35.]

46.29.360 Exception when insurer liable. No license
or nonresident’s driving privilege of any person shall be
suspended under the provisions of this chapter if the depart-
ment shall find that an insurer was obligated to pay the
judgment upon which suspension is based, at least to the
extent and for the amounts required in this chapter, but has
not paid such judgment for any reason. A finding by the
department that an insurer is obligated to pay a judgment
shall not be binding upon such insurer and shall have no
legal effect whatever except for the purpose of administering
this section. If the department finds that no insurer is
obligated to pay such a judgment, the judgment debtor may
file with the department a written notice of his intention to
contest such finding by an action in the superior court. In
such a case the license or the nonresident’s driving privilege
of such judgment debtor shall not be suspended by the
department under the provisions of this chapter for thirty
days from the receipt of such notice nor during the pendency
of any judicial proceedings brought in good faith to deter-
mine the liability of an insurer so long as the proceedings
are being diligently prosecuted to final judgment by such
judgment debtor. Whenever in any judicial proceedings it
shall be determined by any final judgment, decree or order
that an insurer is not obligated to pay any such judgment, the
department, notwithstanding any contrary finding theretofore
made by it, shall forthwith suspend the license and any
nonresident’s driving privilege of any person against whom
such judgment was rendered, as provided in RCW 46.29.330.
[1967 c 32 § 42; 1963 c 169 § 36.]

46.29.370 Suspension continues until judgments
paid and proof given. Such license and nonresident’s
driving privilege shall remain so suspended and shall not be
renewed, nor shall any such license be thereafter issued in
the name of such person, including any such person not
previously licensed, unless and until every such judgment is
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stayed, satisfied in full or to the extent hereinafter provided
and until the said person gives proof of financial responsi-
bility subject to the exemptions stated in RCW 46.29.350,
46.29.360 and 46.29.400. [1967 c 32 § 43; 1963 c 169 §
37.]

46.29.390 Payments sufficient to éatisfy require-

ments. (1) Judgments herein referred to are, for the purpose -

of this chapter only, deemed satisfied:

(a) When twenty-five thousand dollars has been credited
upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that
amount because of bodily injury to or death of one person as
the result of any one accident; or

(b) When, subject to such limit of twenty-five thousand

dollars because of bodily injury to or death of one person, .

the sum of fifty thousand dollars has been credited upon any
judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that amount
because of bodily injury to or death of two or more persons
as the result of any one accident; or

(c) When ten thousand dollars has been credited upon
any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that
amount because of injury to or destruction of property of
others as a result of any one accident.

(2) Payments made in settlements of any claims because
of bodily injury, death, or property damage arising from such
accident shall be credited in reduction of the amounts
provided for in this section. [1980 c 117 § 5; 1979 c 61 §
14; 1967 ex.s.c 3 § 3; 1963 ¢ 169 § 39.]

Effective date—1980 ¢ 117: See note following RCW 48.22.030.

Effective date—1967 ex.s. ¢ 3: See note following RCW 46.29.090.

46.29.400 Installment payment of judgments—
Default. (1) A judgment debtor upon due notice to the
judgment creditor may apply to the court in which such
judgment was rendered for the privilege of paying such
judgment in installments and the court, in its discretion and
without prejudice to any other legal remedies which the
judgment creditor may have, may so order and fix the
amounts and times of payment of the installments.

(2) The department shall not suspend a license or
nonresident’s driving privilege, and shall restore any license
or nonresident’s driving privilege suspended following
nonpayment of a judgment, when the judgment debtor gives
proof of financial responsibility and obtain such an order
permitting the payment of such judgment in installments, and
while the payment of any said installments is not in default.
[1967 c 32 § 44; 1963 c 169 § 40.]

46.29.410 Action if breach of agreement. In the
event the judgment debtor fails to pay any installment as
specified by such order, then upon notice of such default, the
department shall forthwith suspend the license or
nonresident’s driving privilege of the judgment debtor until
such judgment is satisfied, as provided in this chapter.
[1967 c 32 § 45; 1963 c 169 § 41.]

46.29.420 Proof required in addition to deposit of
security after accident. Any person required to deposit
security under RCW 46.29.070, for the benefit or protection
of another person injured or damaged in an accident, shall in
addition be required to give proof of financial responsibility
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for the future. The department shall give written notice of
such additional requirement to every such person at the time
and in the manner provided in RCW 46.29.070 for giving
notice of the requirement for security. [1963 c 169 § 42.]

46.29.430 Additional proof required—Suspension or
revocation for failure to give proof. If a person required
to give proof of financial responsibility under RCW
46.29.420 fails to give such proof within sixty days after the
department has sent notice as hereinbefore provided, the
department shall suspend, or continue in effect any existing
suspension or revocation of, the license or any nonresident’s
driving privilege of the person. [1990 c 250 § 53; 1987 c
371 § 1; 1967 c 32 § 46; 1963 c 169 § 43.]

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.29.440 Additional proof required—Suspension to
continue until proof given and maintained. Such license
or nonresident’s driving privilege shall remain so suspended
and shall not be renewed, nor shall any such license be
thereafter issued in the name of such person, including any
such person not previously licensed, unless and until such
person shall give and thereafter maintain proof of financial
responsibility for the future. The furnishing of such proof
shall permit such person to operate only a motor vehicle
covered by such proof. The department shall endorse
appropriate restrictions on the license held by such person or
may issue a new license containing such restrictions. [1967
c32§47,1965c 124 § 6; 1963 c 169 § 44.]

46.29.450 Alternate methods of giving proof. Proof
of financial responsibility when required under this chapter,
with respect to such a vehicle or with respect to a person
who is not the owner of such a vehicle, may be given by
filing:

(1) A certificate of insurance as provided in RCW
46.29.460 or 46.29.470;

(2) A bond as provided in RCW 46.29.520;

(3) A certificate of deposit of money or securities as’
provided in RCW 46.29.550; or

(4) A certificate of self-insurance, as provided in RCW
46.29.630, supplemented by an agreement by the self-insurer
that, with respect to accidents occurring while the certificate
is in force, he will pay the same amounts that an insurer
would have been obliged to pay under an owner’s motor
vehicle liability policy if it had issued such a policy to said
self-insurer. [1963 ¢ 169 § 45.]

46.29.460 Certificate of insurance as proof. Proof
of financial responsibility for the future may be fumnished by
filing with the department the written certificate of any
insurance carrier duly authorized to do business in this state
certifying that there is in effect a motor vehicle liability
policy for the benefit of the person required to fumish proof
of financial responsibility. Such certificate shall give the
effective date of such motor vehicle liability policy, which
date shall be the same as the effective date of the certificate,
and shall designate by explicit description or by appropriate
reference all vehicles covered thereby, unless the policy is
issued to a person who is not the owner of a motor vehicle.
[1963 c 169 § 46.]
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46.29.470 Certificate furnished by nonresident as
proof. A nonresident may give proof of financial responsi-
bility by filing with the department a written certificate or
certificates of an insurance carrier authorized to transact
business in the state in which the vehicle, or vehicles, owned
by such nonresident is registered, or in the state in which
such nonresident resides, if he does not own a vehicle,
provided such certificate otherwise conforms with the
provisions of this chapter, and the department shall accept
the same upon condition that said insurance carrier complies
with the following provisions with respect to the policies so
certified:

(1) Said insurance carrier shall execute a power of
attorney authorizing the director to accept service on its
behalf of notice or process in any action arising out of a
motor vehicle accident in this state;

(2) Said insurance carrier shall agree in writing that
such policies shall be deemed to conform with the laws of
this state relating to the terms of motor vehicle liability
policies issued therein. [1963 ¢ 169 § 47.]

46.29.480 Default by nonresident insurer. If any
insurance carrier not authorized to transact business in this
state, which has qualified to furnish proof of financial
responsibility, defaults in any said undertakings or agree-
ments, the department shall not thereafter accept as proof
any certificate of said carrier whether theretofore filed or
thereafter tendered as proof, so long as such default contin-
ues. [1963 c 169 § 48.]

46.29.490 '"Motor vehicle liability policy" defined.
(1) Certification. A "motor vehicle liability policy" as said
term is used in this chapter means an "owner’s policy” or an
"operator’s policy" of liability insurance, certified as provid-
ed in RCW 46.29.460 or 46.29.470 as proof of financial
responsibility for the future, and issued, except as otherwise
provided in RCW 46.29.470, by an insurance carrier duly
authorized to transact business in this state, to or for the
benefit of the person named in the policy as insured.

(2) Owner’s policy. Such owner’s policy of liability
insurance:

(a) Shall designate by explicit description or by appro-
priate reference all vehicles with respect to which coverage
is to be granted by the policy; and

(b) Shall insure the person named therein and any other
person, as insured, using any such vehicle or vehicles with
the express or implied permission of such named insured,
against loss from the liability imposed by law for damages
arising out of the ownership, maintenance, or use of such
vehicle or vehicles within the United States of America or
- the Dominion of Canada, subject to limits exclusive of
interest and costs, with respect to each such vehicle as
follows: Twenty-five thousand dollars because of bodily
injury to or death of one person in any one accident and,
subject to said limit for one person, fifty thousand dollars
because of bodily injury to or death of two or more persons
in any one accident, and ten thousand dollars because of
injury to or destruction of property of others in any one
accident.

(3) Operator’s policy. Such operator’s policy of liability
insurance shall insure the person named as insured therein
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against loss from the liability imposed upon him by law for
damages arising out of the use by him of any motor vehicle
not owned by him, within the same territorial limits and
subject to the same limits of liability as are set forth above
with respect to an owner’s policy of liability insurance.

(4) Required statements in policies. Such motor vehicle
liability policy shall state the name and address of the named
insured, the coverage afforded by the policy, the premium
charged therefor, the policy period, and the limits of liability,
and shall contain an agreement or be endorsed that insurance
is provided under the policy in accordance with the coverage
defined in this chapter as respects bodily injury and death or
property damage, or both, and is subject to all the provisions
of this chapter.

(5) Policy need not insure workers’ compensation, etc.
Such motor vehicle liability policy need not insure any
liability under any workers’ compensation law nor any
liability on account of bodily injury or death of an employee
of the insured while engaged in the employment, other than
domestic, of the insured, or while engaged in the operation,
maintenance, or repair of any such vehicle nor any liability
for damage to property owned by, rented to, in charge of, or
transported by the insured.

(6) Provisions incorporated in policy. Every motor
vehicle liability policy is subject to the following provisions
which need not be contained therein:

(a) The liability of the insurance carrier with respect to
the insurance required by this chapter becomes absolute
whenever injury or damage covered by said motor vehicle
liability policy occurs; said policy may not be canceled or
annulled as to such liability by any agreement between the
insurance carrier and the insured after the occurrence of the
injury or damage; no statement made by the insured or on
his behalf and no violation of said policy defeats or voids
said policy.

(b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgment for
such injury or damage shall not be a condition precedent to
the right or duty of the insurance carrier to make payment on
account of such injury or damage.

(c) The insurance carrier may settle any claim covered
by the policy, and if such settlement is made in good faith,
the amount thereof is deductible from the limits of liability
specified in subdivision (b) of subsection (2) of this section.

(d) The policy, the written application therefor, if any,
and any rider or endorsement which does not conflict with
the provisions of this chapter constitutes the entire contract
between the parties.

(7) Excess or additional coverage. Any policy which
grants the coverage required for a motor vehicle liability
policy may also grant any lawful coverage in excess of or in
addition to the coverage specified for a motor vehicle
liability policy, and such excess or additional coverage is not
subject to the provisions of this chapter. With respect to a
policy which grants such excess or additional coverage the
term "motor vehicle liability policy" applies only to that part
of the coverage which is required by this section.

(8) Reimbursement provision permitted. Any motor
vehicle liability policy may provide that the insured shall
reimburse the insurance carrier for any payment the insur-
ance carrier would not have been obligated to make under
the terms of the policy except for the provisions of this
chapter.
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(9) Proration of insurance permitted. Any motor vehicle
liability policy may provide for the prorating of the insur-
ance thereunder with other valid and collectible insurance.

(10) Multiple policies. The requirements for a motor
vehicle liability policy may be fulfilled by the policies of
one or more insurance carrier which policies together meet
such requirements.

(11) Binders. Any binder issued pending the issuance
of a motor vehicle liability policy is deemed to fulfill the
requirements for such a policy. [1980c 117 § 6; 1967 ex.s.
c3§4;,1963c 169 § 49.]

Effective date—1980 ¢ 117: See note following RCW 48.22.030.

Effective date—1967 ex.s. ¢ 3: See note following RCW 46.29.090.

46.29.500 Notice of cancellation or termination of
certified policy. When an insurance carrier has certified a
motor vehicle liability policy under RCW 46.29.460 or
46.29.470 the insurance so certified shall not be canceled or
terminated until at least ten days after a notice of
cancellation or termination of the insurance so certified shall
be filed in the department, except that such a policy subse-
quently procured and certified shall, on the effective date of
its certification, terminate the insurance previously certified
with respect to any vehicle designated in both certificates.
[1963 c 169 § 50.]

46.29.510 Chapter not to affect other policies. (1)
This chapter shall not be held to apply to or affect policies
of automobile insurance against liability which may now or
hereafter be required by any other law of this state, and such
policies, if they contain an agreement or are endorsed to
conform with the requirements of this chapter, may be
certified as proof of financial responsibility under this
chapter.

(2) This chapter shall not be held to apply to or affect
policies insuring solely the insured named in the policy
against liability resulting from the maintenance or use by
persons in the insured’s employ or on his behalf of vehicles
not owned by the insured. [1963 c 169 § 51.]

46.29.520 Bond as proof. Proof of financial responsi-
bility may be evidenced by the bond of a surety company
duly authorized to transact business within this state, or a
bond with at least two individual sureties each owning real
estate within this state, and together having equities equal in
value to at least twice the amount of the bond, which real
estate shall be scheduled in the bond approved by a judge of
the superior court, which said bond shall be conditioned for
payment of the amounts specified in RCW 46.29.260. Such
bond shall be filed with the department and shall not be
cancellable except after ten days written notice to the
department. [1963 c 169 § 52.]

46.29.530 When bond constitutes a lien. Before a
bond with individual sureties is accepted by the department
it shall be recorded as other instruments affecting real
property in the county or counties wherein any real estate
scheduled in such bond is located. Such bond shall consti-
tute a lien from the date of such recording in favor of the
state upon the real estate so scheduled of any surety, which
lien shall exist in favor of any holder of a final judgment
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against the person who has filed such bond, for damages,
including damages for care and loss of services, because of
bodily injury to or death of any person, or for damage
because of injury to or destruction of property, including the
loss of use thereof, resulting from the ownership, mainte-
nance, use or operation of a vehicle of a type subject to
registration under the laws of this state after such bond was
filed. [1963 c 169 § 53.]

46.29.540 Action on bond. If a judgment, rendered
against the principal on any bond described in RCW
46.29.520, shall not be satisfied within thirty days after it has
become final, the judgment creditor may, for his own use
and benefit and at his sole expense, bring an action or
actions in the name of the state against the company or
persons executing such bond, including an action or pro-
ceeding to foreclose any lien that may exist upon the real
estate of a person who has executed such bond. Such an
action to foreclose a lien shall be prosecuted in the same
manner as an action to foreclose a mortgage on real estate.
[1963 c 169 § 54.]

46.29.550 Money or securities as proof. Proof of
financial responsibility may be evidenced by the certificate
of the state treasurer that the person named therein has
deposited with him sixty thousand dollars in cash, or
securities such as may legally be purchased by savings banks
or for trust funds of a market value of sixty thousand dollars.
The state treasurer shall not accept any such deposit and
issue a certificate therefor and the department shall not
accept such certificate unless accompanied by evidence that
there are no unsatisfied judgments of any character against
the depositor in the county where the depositor resides.
[1980 c 117 § 7; 1967 ex.s.c 3 § 5; 1963 c 169 § 55.]

Effective date—1980 c 117: See note following RCW 48.22.030.

Effective date—1967 ex.s. ¢ 3: See note following RCW 46.29.090.

46.29.560 Application of deposit. Such deposit shall
be held by the state treasurer to satisfy, in accordance with
the provisions of this chapter, any execution on a judgment
issued against such person making the deposit, for damages,
including damages for care and loss of services, because of
bodily injury to or death of any person, or for damages
because of injury to or destruction of property, including the
loss of use thereof, resulting from the ownership, mainte-
nance, use or operation of a vehicle of a type subject to
registration under the laws of this state after such deposit
was made. Money or securities so deposited shall not be
subject to attachment or execution unless such attachment or
execution shall arise out of a suit for damages as aforesaid.
Any interest or other income accruing to such money or
securities, so deposited, shall be paid by the state treasurer
to the depositor, or his order, as received. [1963 c 169 §
56.]

46.29.570 Owner may give proof for others. The
owner of a motor vehicle may give proof of financial
responsibility on behalf of his employee or a member of his
immediate family or household in lieu of the fumishing of
proof by any said person. The furnishing of such proof shall
permit such person to operate only a motor vehicle covered
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by such proof. The department shall endorse appropriate
restrictions on the license held by such person, or may issue
a new license containing such restrictions. [1963 ¢ 169 §
57.]

46.29.580 Substitution of proof. The department
shall consent to the cancellation of any bond or certificate of
insurance or the department shall direct and the state
treasurer shall return any money or securities to the person
entitled thereto upon the substitution and acceptance of other
adequate proof of financial responsibility pursuant to this
chapter. [1963 c 169 § 58.]

46.29.590 Other proof required, when. Whenever
any proof of financial responsibility filed under the provi-
sions of this chapter no longer fulfills the purposes for which
required, the department shall, for the purpose of this
chapter, require other proof as required by this chapter and
shall suspend the license and registration pending the filing
of such other proof. [1963 ¢ 169 § 59.]

46.29.600 Duration of proof—When proof may be
canceled or returned. (1) The department shall upon
request consent to the immediate cancellation of any bond or
certificate of insurance, or the department shall direct and
the state treasurer shall return to the person entitled thereto
any money or securities deposited pursuant to this chapter as
proof of financial responsibility, or the department shall
waive the requirement of filing proof, in any of the follow-
ing events:

(a) At any time after three years from the date such
proof was required when, during the three-year period
preceding the request, the department has not received record
of a conviction, forfeiture of bail, or finding that a traffic
infraction has been committed which would require or permit
the suspension or revocation of the license of the person by
or for whom such proof was furnished; or

(b) In the event of the death of the person on whose
behalf such proof was filed or the permanent incapacity of
such person to operate a motor vehicle; or

(c) In the event the person who has given proof surren-
ders his license to the department;

(2) Provided, however, that the department shall not
consent to the cancellation of any bond or the return of any
money or securities in the event any action for damages
upon a liability covered by such proof is then pending or any
judgment upon any such liability is then unsatisfied, or in the
event the person who has filed such bond or deposited such
money or securities has within one year immediately
preceding such request been involved as a driver or owner
in any motor vehicle accident resulting in injury or damage
to the person or property of others. An affidavit of the
applicant as to the nonexistence of such facts, or that he has
been released from all of his liability, or has been finally
adjudicated not to be liable, for such injury or damage, shall
be sufficient evidence thereof in the absence of evidence to
the contrary in the records of the department.

(3) Whenever any person whose proof has been can-
celed or returned under subdivision (1)(c) of this section
applies for a license within a period of three years from the
date proof was originally required, any such application shall

(1996 Ed.)

46.29.570

be refused unless the applicant shall reestablish such proof
for the remainder of such three-year period. [1979 ex.s. c
136 § 66; 1963 c 169 § 60.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

VIOLATIONS

46.29.605 Suspension of registration, notice—
Surrender of license plates—Penalties. (1) Whenever the
involvement in a motor vehicle accident in this state results
in the driving privilege of a person being suspended for fail-
ure to pay a judgment or deposit security, the department
shall suspend the Washington registration of the motor
vehicle if the person driving at the time of the accident was
also the registered owner of the motor vehicle.

(2) A notice of suspension shall be mailed by first class
mail to the owner’s last known address of record in the
department and shall be effective notwithstanding the
owner’s failure to receive the notice.

(3) Upon suspension of the registration of a motor
vehicle, the registered owner shall surrender all vehicle
license plates registered to the vehicle. The department shall
destroy the license plates and, upon reinstatement of the
registration, shall issue new vehicle license plates as provid-
ed in RCW 46.16.270.

(4) Failure to surrender license plates under subsection
(3) of this section is a misdemeanor punishable by imprison-
ment for not less than one day nor more than five days and
by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than two
hundred fifty dollars.

(5) No vehicle license plates or certificate of ownership
or registration for a motor vehicle may be issued and no
vehicle license may be renewed during the time the registra-
tion of the motor vehicle is suspended.

(6) Any person who operates a vehicle in this state
while the registration of the vehicle is suspended is guilty of
a gross misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be
imprisoned for not less than two days nor more than five
days and fined not less than one hundred dollars nor more
than five hundred dollars. [1981 ¢ 309 § 6.]

46.29.610 Surrender of license—Penalty. (1) Any
person whose license shall have been suspended under any
provision of this chapter, or whose policy of insurance or
bond, when required under this chapter, shall have been can-
celed or terminated, shall immediately return the license to
the department.

(2) Any person willfully failing to return a license as
required in subsection (1) of this section is guilty of a
misdemeanor. [1990 c 250 § 54; 1963 c 169 § 61.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

Severability—1990 ¢ 250: See note following RCW 46.16.301.

46.29.620 Forged proof—Penalty. Any person who
shall forge, or, without authority, sign any evidence of proof
of financial responsibility for the future, or who files or
offers for filing any such evidence of proof knowing or
having reason to believe that it is forged or signed without
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authority, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor. [1963 c
169 § 62.]

Rules of court: Bail in criminal traffic offense cases—Mandatory appear-
ance—CrRLJ 3.2.

MISCELLANEOUS

46.29.630 Self-insurers. (1) Any person in whose
name more than twenty-five vehicles are registered in this
state may qualify as a self-insurer by obtaining a certificate
of self-insurance issued by the department as provided in
subsection (2) of this section.

(2) The department may, in its discretion, upon the
application of such a person, issue a certificate of self-
insurance when it is satisfied that 'such person is possessed
and will continue to be possessed of ability to pay judgment
obtained against such person. Such certificate may be issued
authorizing a person to act as a self-insurer for either
property damage or bodily injury, or both.

(3) Upon not less than five days’ notice and a hearing
pursuant to such notice, the department may upon reasonable
grounds cancel a certificate of self-insurance. Failure to pay
any judgment within thirty days after such judgment shall
have become final shall constitute a reasonable ground for
the cancellation of a certificate of self-insurance. [1963 c
169 § 63.]

46.29.640 Chapter not to prevent other process.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as preventing the
plaintiff in any action at law from relying for relief upon the
other processes provided by law. [1963 ¢ 169 § 64.]

46.29.900 Construction—1963 ¢ 169. RCW
46.29.010 through 46.29.640 shall be codified as a single
chapter of the Revised Code of Washington. RCW
46.29.010 through 46.29.050 shall be captioned "ADMINIS-
TRATION.” RCW 46.29.060 through 46.29.240 shall be
captioned "SECURITY FOLLOWING ACCIDENT." RCW
46.29.250 through 46.29.600 shall be captioned "PROOF OF
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FUTURE."
RCW 46.29.610 through 46.29.620 shall be captioned "VIO-
LATIONS OF THIS CHAPTER." RCW 46.29.630 through
46.29.640 shall be captioned "MISCELLANEOUS PROVI-
SIONS RELATING TO FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY."
Such captions and subsection headings, as used in this
chapter, do not constitute any part of the law. [1963 c 169
§ 67]

46.29.910 Severability—1963 c 169. If any provision
of this chapter, or its application to any person or circum-
stance is held invalid, the remainder of the chapter, or the
application of the provision to other persons or circumstanc-
es is not affected. [1963 c 169 § 68.]

Reviser’s note: Chapter 169, Laws of 1963 also amended RCW
46.52.130 and 46.52.140.

46.29.920 Repeals and saving. Sections 46.24.010
through 46.24.910 and sections 46.28.010 through 46.28.200,
chapter 12, Laws of 1961 and RCW 46.24.010 through
46.24.910 and RCW 46.28.010 through 46.28.200 are each
repealed.
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Such repeals shall not be construed as affecting any
existing right acquired under the statutes repealed, nor as
affecting any proceeding instituted thereunder, nor any rule,
regulation or order promulgated thereunder, nor any adminis-
trative action taken thereunder. [1963 c 169 § 69.]

Chapter 46.30
MANDATORY LIABILITY INSURANCE

Sections

46.30.010 Legislative intent.

46.30.020 Liability insurance or other financial responsibility re-
quired—Violations—Exceptions.

46.30.030 Insurance identification card.

46.30.040 Providing false evidence of financial responsibility—Penalty.

46.30900 Severability—1989 c 353.

46.30.901 Effective date—1989 c 353.

46.30.010 Legislative intent. It is a privilege granted
by the state to operate a motor vehicle upon the highways of
this state.” The legislature recognizes the threat that unin-
sured drivers are to the people of the state. In order to
alleviate the threat posed by uninsured drivers it is the intent
of the legislature to require that all persons driving vehicles

‘registered in this state satisfy the financial responsibility

requirements of this chapter. By enactment of this chapter
it is not the intent of the legislature to modify, amend, or
invalidate existing insurance contract terms, conditions,
limitations, or exclusions or to preclude insurance companies
from using similar terms, conditions, limitations, or exclu-
sions in future contracts. [1989 ¢ 353 § 1.]

46.30.020 Liability insurance or other financial
responsibility required—Violations—Exceptions. (1)(a)
No person may operate a motor vehicle subject to registra-
tion under chapter 46.16 RCW in this state unless the person
is insured under a motor vehicle liability policy with liability
limits of at least the amounts provided in RCW 46.29.090,
is self-insured as provided in RCW 46.29.630, is covered by
a certificate of deposit in conformance with RCW 46.29.550,
or is covered by a liability bond of at least the amounts
provided in RCW 46.29.090. Written proof of financial
responsibility for motor vehicle operation must be provided
on the request of a law enforcement officer in the format
specified under RCW 46.30.030.

(b) A person who drives a motor vehicle that is required
to be registered in another state that requires drivers and
owners of vehicles in that state to maintain insurance or
financial responsibility shall, when requested by a law
enforcement officer, provide evidence of financial responsi-
bility or insurance as is required by the laws of the state in
which the vehicle is registered.

(c) When asked to do so by a law enforcement officer,
failure to display an insurance identification card as specified
under RCW 46.30.030 creates a presumption that the person
does not have motor vehicle insurance.

(d) Failure to provide proof of motor vehicle insurance
is a traffic infraction and is subject to penalties as set by the
supreme court under RCW 46.63.110 or community service.

(2) If a person cited for a violation of subsection (1) of
this section appears in person before the court and provides
written evidence that at the time the person was cited, he or
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she was in compliance with the financial responsibility
requirements of subsection (1) of this section, the citation
shall be dismissed. In lieu of personal appearance, a person
cited for a violation of subsection (1) of this section may,
before the date scheduled for the person’s appearance before
the court, submit by mail to the court written evidence that
at the time the person was cited, he or she was in compli-
ance with the financial responsibility requirements of
subsection (1) of this section, in which case the citation shall
be dismissed without cost, except that the court may assess
court administrative costs of twenty-five dollars at the time
of dismissal.

(3) The provisions of this chapter shall not govern:

(a) The operation of a motor vehicle registered under
RCW 46.16.305(1), governed by RCW 46.16.020, or
registered with the Washington utilities and transportation
commission as common or contract carriers; or

(b) The operation of a motorcycle as defined in RCW
46.04.330, a motor-driven cycle as defined in RCW
46.04.332, or a moped as defined in RCW 46.04.304.

(4) RCW 46.29.490 shall not be deemed to govern all
motor vehicle liability policies required by this chapter but
only those certified for the purposes stated in chapter 46.29
RCW. [1991 sp.s. ¢ 25 § 1; 1991 ¢ 339 § 24; 1989 c 353
§2]

Notice of liability insurance requirement: RCW 46.16.212.

46.30.030 Insurance identification card. (1) When-
ever an insurance company issues or renews a motor vehicle
liability insurance policy, the company shall provide the
policyholder with an identification card as specified by the
department of licensing. At the policyholder’s request, the
insurer shall provide the policyholder a card for each vehicle
covered under the policy.

(2) The department of licensing shall adopt rules
specifying the type, style, and content of insurance identifi-
cation cards to be used for proof of compliance with RCW
46.30.020, including the method for issuance of such identi-
fication cards by persons or organizations providing proof of
compliance through self-insurance, certificate of deposit, or
bond. In adopting such rules the department shall consider
the guidelines for insurance identification cards developed by
the insurance industry committee on motor vehicle adminis-
tration. [1989 ¢ 353 § 3.]

46.30.040 Providing false evidence of financial
responsibility—Penalty. Any person who knowingly
provides false evidence of financial responsibility to a law
enforcement officer or to a court, including an expired or
canceled insurance policy, bond, or certificate of deposit is
guilty of a misdemeanor. [1991 sp.s. ¢ 25 § 2; 1989 c 353

§ 4]

46.30.900 Severability—1989 c 353. If any provision
of this act or its application to any person or circumstance is
held invalid, the remainder of the act or the application of
the provision to other persons or circumstances is not
affected. [1989 c 353 § 12.]

46.30.901 Effective date—1989 c 353. This act shall
take effect January 1, 1990. The director of the department
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of licensing may immediately take such steps as are neces-
sary to ensure that this act is implemented on its effective
date. [1989 c 353 § 13.]

Chapter 46.32
VEHICLE INSPECTION

Sections
46.32.005 Definitions.
46.32.010 Buses and drivers—Inspection authorized—Stations—Duties

of state patrol—Penalties.
46.32.020 Rules—Supplies—Assistants.
46.32.040 Frequency of inspection—Inspection free.
46.32.050 Prohibited practices—Penalty.
46.32.060 Moving defective vehicle unlawful—Impounding authorized.
46.32.070 Inspection of damaged vehicle.
46.32.080 Commercial vehicle safety enforcement.
46.32.090 Fees.
46.32.100 Violations—Penalties.

46.32.005 Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter
“"commercial motor vehicle" means a self-propelled or towed
vehicle designed or used to transport passengers or property,
if the vehicle:

(1) Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross combina-
tion weight rating of ten thousand one or more pounds;

(2) Is designed to transport sixteen or more passengers,
including the driver; or

(3) Is transporting hazardous materials and is required
to be identified by a placard in accordance with 49 C.F.R.
Sec. 172.500-.560 (1991).

A recreational vehicle used for noncommercial purposes
is not considered a commercial motor vehicle. "Recreational
vehicle" includes a vehicle towing a horse trailer for a
noncommercial purpose. [1993 ¢ 403 § 1.]

46.32.010 Buses and drivers—Inspection autho-
rized—Stations—Duties of state patrol—Penalties. (1)
The chief of the Washington state patrol may operate,
maintain, or designate, throughout the state of Washington,
stations for the inspection of school buses and private carrier
buses, with respect to vehicle equipment, drivers’ qualifica-
tions, and hours of service and to set reasonable times when
inspection of vehicles shall be performed.

(2) The state patrol may inspect a commercial motor
vehicle while the vehicle is operating on the public highways
of this state with respect to vehicle equipment, hours of
service, and driver qualifications.

(3) It is unlawful for any vehicle required to be inspect-
ed to be operated over the public highways of this state
unless and until it has been approved periodically as to
equipment.

(4) Inspections shall be performed by a responsible
employee of the chief of the Washington state patrol, who
shall be duly authorized and who shall have authority to
secure and withhold, with written notice to the director of li-
censing, the certificate of license registration and license
plates of any vehicle found to be defective in equipment so
as to be unsafe or unfit to be operated upon the highways of
this state, and it shall be unlawful for any person to operate
such vehicle unless and until it has been placed in a condi-
tion satisfactory to pass a subsequent equipment inspection.
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The police officer in charge of such vehicle equipment
inspection shall grant to the operator of such defective
vehicle the privilege to move such vehicle to a place for
repair under such restrictions as may be reasonably neces-
sary.

(5) In the event any insignia, sticker, or other marker is
adopted to be displayed upon vehicles in connection with the
inspection of vehicle equipment, it shall be displayed as
required by the rules of the chief of the Washington state
patrol, and it is a traffic infraction for any person to mutilate,
destroy, remove, or otherwise interfere with the display
thereof.

(6) 1t is a traffic infraction for any person to refuse to
have his motor vehicle examined as required by the chief of
the Washington state patrol, or, after having had it examined,
to refuse to place an insignia, sticker, or other marker, if
issued, upon the vehicle, or fraudulently to obtain any such
insignia, sticker, or other marker, or to refuse to place his
motor vehicle in proper condition after having had it
examined, or in any manner, to fail to conform to the
provisions of this chapter.

(7) 1t is a traffic infraction for any person to perform
false or improvised repairs, or repairs in any manner not in
accordance with acceptable and customary repair practices,
upon a motor vehicle. [1993 c 403 § 2; 1986 c 123 § 1;
1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 67; 1979 c 158 § 156; 1967 c 32 § 48;
1961 c 12 § 46.32.010. Prior: 1947 c 267 § 1; 1945 c 44
§ 1; 1937 c 189 § 7, Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-7.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

46.32.020 Rules—Supplies—Assistants. The chief of
the Washington state patrol may adopt reasonable rules
regarding types of vehicles to be inspected, inspection
criteria, times for the inspection of vehicle equipment,
drivers’ qualifications, hours of service, and all other matters
with respect to the conduct of vehicle equipment and driver
inspections.

The chief of the Washington state patrol shall prepare
and furnish such stickers, tags, record and report forms,
stationery, and other supplies as shall be deemed necessary.
The chief of the Washington state patrol is empowered to
appoint and employ such assistants as he may consider
necessary and to fix hours of employment and compensation.
[1993 c 403 § 3; 1986 c 123 § 2; 1961 c 12 § 46.32.020.
Prior: 1945 c 44 § 2; 1937 c 189 § 8 Rem. Supp. 1945 §
6360-8.]

46.32.040 Frequency of inspection—Inspection free.
Vehicle equipment inspection shall be at such intervals as
required by the chief of the Washington state patrol and shall
be made without charge. [1986 ¢ 123 § 3; 1961 c 12 §
46.32.040. Prior: 1945 c 44 § 4; 1937 c 189 § 10; Rem.
Supp. 1945 § 6360-10.]

46.32.050 Prohibited practices—Penalty. It shall be
unlawful for any person employed by the chief of the
Washington state patrol at any vehicle equipment inspection
station, to order, direct, recommend, or influence the correc-
tion of vehicle equipment defects by any person or persons
whomsoever.
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It shall be unlawful for any person employed by the
chief of the Washington state patrol while in or about any
vehicle equipment inspection station, to perform any repair
or adjustment upon any vehicle or any equipment or appli-
ance of any vehicle whatsoever.

It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit in any
manner the repair to any vehicle or the adjustment of any
equipment or appliance of any vehicle, upon the property of
any vehicle equipment inspection station or upon any public
highway adjacent thereto.

Violation of the provisions of this section is a traffic
infraction. [1986 ¢ 123 § 4; 1979 ex.s. ¢ 136 § 68; 1961 c
12 § 46.32.050. Prior: 1945 c 44 § 5; 1937 c 189 § 11;
Rem. Supp. 1945 § 6360-11.]

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010. ’

46.32.060 Moving defective vehicle unlawful—
Impounding authorized. It shall be unlawful for any
person to operate or move, or for any owner to cause or
permit to be operated or moved upon any public highway,
any vehicle or combination of vehicles, which is not at all
times equipped in the manner required by this title, or the
equipment of which is not in a proper condition and adjust-
ment as required by this title or rules adopted by the chief of
the Washington state patrol.

Any vehicle operating upon the public highways of this
state and at any time found to be defective in equipment in
such a manner that it may be considered unsafe shall be an
unlawful vehicle and may be prevented from further opera-
tion until such equipment defect is corrected and any peace
officer is empowered to impound such vehicle until the same
has been placed in a condition satisfactory to vehicle
inspection. The necessary cost of impounding any such
unlawful vehicle and any cost for the storage and keeping
thereof shall be paid by the owner thereof. The impounding
of any such vehicle shall be in addition to any penalties for
such unlawful operation.

The provisions of this section shall not be construed to
prevent the operation of any such defective vehicle to a
place for correction of equipment defect in the manner
directed by any peace officer or representative of the state
patrol. [1987 c 330 § 705; 1986 ¢ 123 § 5; 1961 c 12 §
46.32.060. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 12; RRS § 6360-12.]

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

Moving unsafe or noncomplying vehicle: RCW 46.37.010.

46.32.070 Inspection of damaged vehicle. If a
vehicle required to be inspected becomes damaged or
deteriorated in such a manner that such vehicle has become
unsafe for operation upon the public highways of this state,
it is unlawful for the owner or operator thereof to cause such
vehicle to be operated upon a public highway upon its return
to service unless such owner or operator presents such
vehicle for inspection of equipment within twenty-four hours
after its return to service. [1986 ¢ 123 § 6; 1961 c 12 §
46.32.070. Prior: 1937 c 189 § 13; RRS § 6360-13.]

46.32.080 Commercial vehicle safety enforcement.
(1) The Washington state patrol is responsible for enforce-
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ment of safety requirements for commercial motor vehicles,
including but not limited to terminal safety audits. Those
carriers that have terminal operations in this state are subject
to the patrol’s terminal safety audits.

(2) This section does not apply to:

(a) Motor vehicles owned and operated by farmers in
the transportation of their own farm, orchard, or dairy
products, including livestock and plant or animal wastes,
from point of production to market or disposal; or supplies
or commodities to be used on the farm, orchard, or dairy;

(b) Commercial motor carriers subject to economic
regulation under chapters 81.68 (auto transportation compa-
nies), 81.70 (passenger charter carriers), 81.77 (solid waste
collection companies), 81.80 (motor freight carriers), and
*81.90 (limousine charter carriers) RCW; and

(c) Vehicles exempted from registration by RCW
46.16.020. [1995 c 272 § 1.]

*Reviser’s note: Chapter 81.90 RCW was repealed by 1996 c 87 §
23.

Transfer of powers, duties, and functions: "(1) All powers, duties,
and functions of the utilities and transportation commission pertaining to
safety inspections of commercial vehicles, including but not limited to
terminal safety audits, except for those carriers subject to the economic
regulation of the commission, are transferred to the Washington state patrol.

(2)(a) All reports, documents, surveys, books, records, files, papers,
or written material in the possession of the utilities and transportation
commission pertaining to the powers, functions, and duties transferred shall
be delivered to the custody of the Washington state patrol. All cabinets,
furniture, office equipment, motor vehicles, and other tangible property
employed by the utilities and transportation commission in carrying out the
powers, functions, and duties transferred shall be made available to the
Washington state patrol. All funds, credits, or other assets held in
connection with the powers, functions, and duties transferred shall be
assigned to the Washington state patrol.

(b) Any appropriations made to the utilities and transportation
commission for carrying out the powers, functions, and duties transferred
shall, on January 1, 1996, be transferred and credited to the Washington
state patrol.

(c) Whenever any question arises as to the transfer of any personnel,
funds, books, documents, records, papers, files, equipment, or other tangible

property used or held in the exercise of the powers and the performance of -

the duties and functions transferred, the director of financial management
shall make a determination as to the proper allocation and certify the same
to the state agencies concemned.

(3) All employees of the utilities and transportation commission
engaged in performing the powers, functions, and duties transferred are
transferred to the jurisdiction of the Washington state patrol. All employees
classified under chapter 41.06 RCW, the state civil service law, are assigned
to the Washington state patrol to perform their usual duties upon the same
terms as formerly, without any loss of rights, subject to any action that may
be appropriate thereafter in accordance with the laws and rules governing
state civil service. These employees will only be transferred upon
successful completion of the Washington state patrol background investiga-
tion.

(4) All rules and all pending business before the utilities and
transportation commission pertaining to the powers, functions, and duties
transferred shall be continued and acted upon by the Washington state
patrol. All existing contracts and obligations remain in full force and shall
be performed by the Washington state patrol.

(5) The transfer of the powers, duties, functions, and personnel of the
utilities and transportation commission does not affect the validity of any
act performed before January 1, 1996.

(6) If apportionments of budgeted funds are required because of the
transfers directed by this section, the director of financial management shall
certify the apportionments to the agencies affected, the state auditor, and the
state treasurer. Each of these shall make the appropriate transfer and
adjustments in funds and appropriation accounts and equipment records in
accordance with the certification.

(7) Nothing contained in this section alters an existing collective
bargaining unit or the provisions of an existing collective bargaining
agreement until the agreement has expired or until the bargaining unit has
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been modified by action of the personnel board as provided by law." [1995
c272§4)]

Effective dates—199S c 272: See note following RCW 46.32.090.

46.32.090 Fees. The department shall collect a fee of
ten dollars, in addition to all other fees and taxes, for each
motor vehicle base plated in the state of Washington that is
subject to highway inspections and terminal audits under
RCW 46.32.080, at the time of registration and renewal of
registration under chapter 46.16 or 46.87 RCW, or the
International Registration Plan if based [base] plated in a
foreign jurisdiction. The ten-dollar fee must be apportioned
for those vehicles operating interstate and registered under
the International Registration Plan. This fee does not apply
to nonmotor-powered vehicles, including trailers. Refunds
will not be provided for fees paid under this section when
the vehicle is no longer subject to RCW 46.32.080. The
department may deduct an amount equal to the cost of
administering the program. All remaining fees shall be
deposited with the state treasurer and credited to the state
patrol highway account of the motor vehicle fund. [1996 c
86§ 1; 1995 ¢ 272 § 2.]

Effective date—1996 c 86: "Section 1 of this act becomes effective

with motor vehicle registration fees due or to become due January 1, 1997."
[1996 c 86 § 2.]

Effective dates—1995 ¢ 272: "Section 2 of this act becomes effective
with motor vehicle registration fees due or to become due January 1, 1996.
Sections 1 and 3 through 6 of this act take effect January 1, 1996." [1995
c272§ 7]

46.32.100 Violations—Penalties. In addition to all
other penalties provided by law, a commercial motor vehicle
that is subject to terminal safety audits under this chapter
and an officer, agent, or employee of a company operating
a commercial motor vehicle who violates or who procures,
aids, or abets in the violation of this title or any order or rule
of the state patrol is liable for a penalty of one hundred
dollars for each violation. Each violation is a separate and
distinct offense, and in case of a continuing violation every
day’s continuance is a separate and distinct violation.

The penalty provided in this section is due and payable
when the person incurring it receives a notice in writing
from the patrol describing the violation and advising the
person that the penalty is due. The patrol may, upon written
application for review, received within fifteen days, remit or
mitigate a penalty provided for in this section or discontinue
a prosecution to recover the penalty upon such terms it
deems proper and may ascertain the facts upon all such
applications in such manner and under such rules as it deems
proper. If the amount of the penalty is not paid to the patrol
within fifteen days after receipt of the notice imposing the
penalty, or application for remission or mitigation has not
been made within fifteen days after the violator has received

"notice of the disposition of the application, the attorney

general shall bring an action in the name of the state of
Washington in the superior court of Thurston county or of
some other county in which the violator does business, to
recover the penalty. In all such actions the procedure and
rules of evidence are the same as an ordinary civil action
except as otherwise provided in this chapter. All penalties
recovered under this section shall be paid into the state
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Title 46 RCW:

treasury and credited to the state patrol highway account of
the motor vehicle fund. [1995 ¢ 272 § 3.]
Effective dates—1995 ¢ 272: See note following RCW 46.32.090.

Chapter 46.37

VEHICLE LIGHTING AND OTHER EQUIPMENT

Sections

46.37.005
46.37.010
46.37.020
46.37.030
46.37.040
46.37.050
46.37.060
46.37.070
46.37.080
46.37.090
46.37.100

46.37.110
46.37.120

46.37.130
46.37.140
46.37.150

46.37.160
46.37.170

46.37.180
46.37.184
46.37.185
46.37.186
46.37.187
46.37.188
46.37.190
46.37.191
46.37.193
46.37.194

46.37.195
46.37.196
46.37.200
46.37.210
46.37.215
46.37.220
46.37.230
46.37.240
46.37.260
46.37.270

46.37.280
46.37.290

46.37.300

46.37.310
46.37.320

46.37.330

46.37.340
46.37.351
46.37.360
46.37.365

46.37.369
46.37.375
46.37.380

State patrol—Additional powers and duties.

Scope and effect of regulations—General penalty.

When lighted lamps and signaling devices are required.

Visibility distance and mounted height of lamps.

Head lamps on motor vehicles.

Tail lamps.

Reflectors. )

Stop lamps and tum signals required.

Application of succeeding sections.

Additional equipment required on certain vehicles.

Color of clearance lamps, side marker lamps, back-up
lamps, and reflectors.

Mounting of reflectors, clearance lamps, identification
lamps, and side marker lamps.

Visibility of reflectors, clearance lamps, identification lamps,
and side marker lamps.

Obstructed lights not required.

Lamps, reflectors, and flags on projecting load.

Lamps on vehicles—Parked or stopped vehicles, lighting
requirements.

Hazard waming lights and reflectors on farm equipment—
Slow-moving vehicle emblem.

Lamps and reflectors on other vehicles and equipment—
Slow-moving vehicle emblem on animal-drawn vehicles.

Spot lamps and auxiliary lamps.

Red flashing lights on fire department vehicles.

Green light on firemen’s private cars.

Fire department sign or plate on private car.

Green light, sign or plate—Identification card required.

Penalty for violation of RCW 46.37.184 through 46.37.188.

Waming devices on vehicles—Other drivers yield and stop.

Implementing rules.

Signs on buses.

Authorized emergency vehicles—Rules, tests, approval by
state patrol.

Sale of emergency vehicle lighting equipment restricted.

Red lights on emergency tow trucks.

Stop lamps and electric tum signals.

Additional lighting equipment.

Hazard waming lamps.

Multiple-beam road-lighting equipment.

Use of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment.

Single-beam road-lighting equipment.

Alternate road lighting equipment.

Number of lamps required—Number of additional lamps
permitted.

Special restrictions on lamps.

Special lighting equipment on school buses and private
carrier buses. :

Standards for lights on snow-removal or highway mainte-
nance and service equipment.

Selling or using lamps or equipment.

Authority of state patrol regarding lighting devices or other
safety equipment.

Revocation of certificate of approval on devices—
Reapproval, conditions.

Braking equipment required.

Performance ability of brakes.

Maintenance of brakes—Brake system failure indicator.

Hydraulic brake fluid—Defined—Standards and specifica-
tions.

Wheels and front suspension.

Steering and suspension systems.

Homs, waming devices, and theft alarms.
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46.37.390 Mufflers, prevention of noise—Smoke and air contami-
nants—Standards—Definitions.

46.37.400 Mirrors. :

46.37.410 Windshields required, exception—Must be unobstructed and
equipped with wipers.

46.37.420 Tires—Restrictions.

46.37.423  Pneumatic passenger car tires—Standards—Exception for
of f-highway use—Penalty.

46.37.424 Regrooved tires—Standards—Exception for off-highway
use—Penalty.

46.37.425 Tires—Unsafe—State patrol’s authority—Penalty.

46.37.430 Safety glazing—Sunscreening or coloring.

46.37.435 Sunscreening, unlawful installation, penalty.

46.37.440 Flares or other wamning devices required on certain vehicles.

46.37.450 Disabled vehicle—Display of waming devices.

46.37.460 Vehicles transporting explosives.

46.37.465 Fuel system.

46.37.467 Altemative fuel source—Placard required.

46.37.470 Air-conditioning equipment.

46.37.480 Television viewers—Earphones.

46.37.490 Safety load chains and devices required.

46.37.495 Safety chains for towing.

46.37.500 Fenders or splash aprons.

46.37.505 Child passenger restraint systems.

46.37.510 Seat belts and shoulder hamesses.

46.37.513  Bumpers.

46.37.517 Body and body hardware.

46.37.518  Street rods and kit vehicles.

46.37.520 Beach vehicles with soft tires—"Dune buggies"—Inspection
and approval required—Fee.

46.37.522 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—When head lamps
and tail lamps to be lighted.

46.37.523 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—Head lamps.

46.37.524 Motor-driven cycles—Head lamps.

46.37.525 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—Tail lamps, reflec-
tors, and stop lamps.

46.37.527 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—Brake requirements.

46.37.528 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—Performance ability
of brakes.

46.37.529 Motor-driven cycles—Braking system inspection.

46.37.530 Motorcycles, motor-driven cycles, or mopeds—Helmets,
other equipment—Children—Rules.

46.37.535 Motorcycles, motor-driven cycles, or mopeds—Helmet re-
quirements when rented. -

46.37.537 Motorcycles—Exhaust system.

46.37.539 Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—Additional require-
ments and limitations.

46.37.540 Odometers—Disconnecting, resetting, or turning back pro-
hibited.

46.37.550 Odometers—Selling motor vehicle knowing odometer turned
back unlawful.

46.37.560 Odometers—Selling motor vehicle knowing odometer re-
placed unlawful.

46.37.570 Odometers—Selling, advertising, using, or installing device
which causes other than true mileage to be registered.

46.37.590 Odometers—Purchaser plaintiff to recover costs and
attorney’s fee, when.

46.37.600 Liability of operator, owner, lessee for violations.

46.37.610 Wheelchair conveyance standards.

46.37.620  School buses—Crossing arms.

46.37.630 Private school buses. ’

Emission control program: Chapter 70.120 RCW.
Lowering vehicle below legal clearance: RCW 46.61.680.
Moving defective vehicle: RCW 46.32.060.

46.37.005 State patrol—Additional powers and
duties. In addition to those powers and duties elsewhere
granted, the chief of the Washington state patrol shall have
the power and the duty to adopt, apply, and enforce such
reasonable rules and regulations (1) relating to proper types
of vehicles or combinations thereof for hauling passengers,
commodities, freight, and supplies, (2) relating to vehicle
equipment, and (3) relating to the enforcement of the
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provisions of this title with regard to vehicle equipment, as
may be deemed necessary for the public welfare and safety
in addition to but not inconsistent with the provisions of this
title.

The chief of the Washington state patrol is authorized
to adopt by regulation, federal standards relating to motor
vehicles and vehicle equipment, issued pursuant to the
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, or
any amendment to said act, notwithstanding any provision in
Title 46 RCW inconsistent with such standards. Federal
standards adopted pursuant to this section shall be applicable
only to vehicles manufactured in a model year following the
adoption of such standards. [1987 c 330 § 706; 1985 c 165
§ 1, 1982 c 106 § 1; 1967 ex.s. c 145 § 56; 1967 c 32 § 49;
1961 c 12 § 46.37.005. Prior: 1943 c 133 § 1; 1937 c 189
§ 6; Rem. Supp. 1943 § 6360-6; 1927 c 309 § 14, part; RRS
§ 6362-14, part. Formerly RCW 46.36.010.]

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 ¢ 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

Severability—1967 ex.s. ¢ 145: See RCW 47.98.043.

Towing operators, appointment of: RCW 46.55.115.

46.37.010 Scope and effect of regulations—General
penalty. (1) It is a traffic infraction for any person to drive
or move or for the owner to cause or knowingly permit to be
driven or moved on any highway any vehicle or combination
of vehicles which is in such unsafe condition as to endanger
any person, or which does not contain those parts or is not
at all times equipped with such lamps and other equipment
in proper condition and adjustment as required in this
chapter or in regulations issued by the chief of the Washing-
ton state patrol, or which is equipped in any manner in
violation of this chapter or the state patrol’s regulations, or
for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any
act required under this chapter or the state patrol’s regula-
tions.

(2) Nothing contained in this chapter or the state
patrol’s regulations shall be construed to prohibit the use of
additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not inconsis-
tent with the provisions of this chapter or the state patrol’s
regulations.

(3) The provisions of the chapter and the state patrol’s
regulations with respect to equipment on vehicles shall not
apply to implements of husbandry, road machinery, road
rollers, or farm tractors except as herein made applicable.

(4) No owner or operator of a farm tractor, self-pro-
pelled unit of farm equipment, or implement of husbandry
shall be guilty of a crime or subject to penalty for violation
of RCW 46.37.160 as now or hereafter amended unless such
violation occurs on a public highway.

(5) It is a traffic infraction for any person to sell or
offer for sale vehicle equipment which is required to be
approved by the state patrol as prescribed in RCW 46.37.005
unless it has been approved by the state patrol.

(6) The provisions of this chapter with respect to
equipment required on vehicles shall not apply to motorcy-
cles or motor-driven cycles except as herein made applica-
ble.

(7) Notices of traffic infraction issued to commercial
drivers under the provisions of this chapter with respect to
equipment required on commercial motor vehicles shall not
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be considered for driver improvement purposes under chapter
46.20 RCW.

(8) Whenever a traffic infraction is chargeable to the
owner or lessee of a vehicle under subsection (1) of this
section, the driver shall not be arrested or issued a notice of
traffic infraction unless the vehicle is registered in a jurisdic-
tion other than Washington state, or unless the infraction is
for an offense that is clearly within the responsibility of the
driver.

(9) Whenever the owner or lessee is issued a notice of
traffic infraction under this section the court may, on the
request of the owner or lessee, take appropriate steps to
make the driver of the vehicle, or any other person who
directs the loading, maintenance, or operation of the vehicle,
a codefendant. If the codefendant is held solely responsible
and is found to have committed the traffic infraction, the
court may dismiss the notice against the owner or lessee.
[1989 c 178 § 22; 1987 ¢ 330 § 707; 1979 exs. ¢ 136 § 69;
1977 ex.s.c3558§1;1963c 154§ 1;1961c 12§
46.37.010. Prior: 1955 ¢ 269 § 1; prior: 1937 c 189 § 14,
part; RRS § 6360-14, part; RCW 46.40.010, part; 1929 c 178
§ 2; 1927 c 309 § 19; 1921 ¢ 96 § 22, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 10,
part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part; RRS §
6362-19.]

Rules of court: Monetary penalty schedule—JTIR 6.2.

Severability—Effective dates—1989 ¢ 178: See RCW 46.25900 and
46.25.901.

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 ¢ 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

Effective date—Severability—1979 ex.s. ¢ 136: See notes following
RCW 46.63.010.

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: "If any provision of this 1977
amendatory act, or its application to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, the remainder of the act, or the application of the provision to other
persons or circumstances is not affected." [1977 exs. ¢ 355 § 57

Effective date—1963 c 154: "This act shall take effect on January
1, 1964." [1963 c 154 § 32.]

Moving defective vehicle: RCW 46.32.060.

46.37.020 When lighted lamps and signaling devices
are required. Every vehicle upon a highway within this
state at any time from a half hour after sunset to a half hour
before sunrise and at any other time when, due to insuffi-
cient light or unfavorable atmospheric conditions, persons
and vehicles on the highway are not clearly discernible at a
distance of one thousand feet ahead shall display lighted
head lights, other lights, and illuminating devices as herein-
after respectively required for different classes of vehicles,
subject to exceptions with respect to parked vehicles, and
such stop lights, turn signals, and other signaling devices
shall be lighted as prescribed for the use of such devices.
[1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 2; 1974 ex.s. c 124 § 2; 1963 c 154 § 2;
1961 c 12 § 46.37.020. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 2; prior: 1937
c 189 § 14, part; RRS § 6360-14, part; RCW 46.40.010,
part; 1929 ¢ 178 § 2; 1927 ¢ 309 § 19; 1921 c 96 § 22, part;
1919 c 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part; 1915 ¢ 142 §
21, part; RRS § 6362-19.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.
Local twenty-four hour headlight policy: RCW 47.04.180.

Motorcycles and motor-driven cycles—When headlamps and tail lamps to
be lighted: RCW 46.37.522.
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46.37.030 Visibility distance and mounted height of
lamps. (1) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as
to distance from which certain lamps and devices shall
render objects visible or within which such lamps or devices
shall be visible, said provisions shall apply during the times
stated in RCW 46.37.020 in respect to a vehicle without load
when upon a straight, level, unlighted highway under normal
atmospheric conditions unless a different time or condition
is expressly stated.

(2) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to
the mounted height of lamps or devices it shall mean from
the center of such lamp or device to the level ground upon
which the vehicle stands when such vehicle is without a
load.

(3) No additional lamp, reflective device, or other motor
vehicle equipment shall be added which impairs the effec-
tiveness of this standard. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 3; 1961 c 12
§ 46.37.030. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 3; prior: 1937 ¢ 189 §
14, part; RRS § 6360-14, part; RCW 46.40.010, part.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.040 Head lamps on motor vehicles. (1) Every
motor vehicle shall be equipped with at least two head lamps
with at least one on each side of the front of the motor
vehicle, which head lamps shall comply with the require-
ments and limitations set forth in this chapter. _

(2) Every head lamp upon every motor vehicle shall be
located at a height measured from the center of the head
lamp of not more than fifty-four inches nor less than twenty-
four inches to be measured as set forthin RCW
46.37.030(2). [1977 ex.s. c 355 § 4; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.040.
Prior: 1955 c 269 § 4; prior: 1937 c 189 § 15; RRS §
6360-15; RCW 46.40.020; 1933 c 156 § 1, part; 1929 c 178
§ 3, part; 1927 ¢ 309 §§ 20, part, 24; 1921 ¢ 96 § 22, part;
1919 ¢ 59 § 10, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 §
21, part; RRS §§ 6362-20, part, 6362-24.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.050 Tail lamps. (1) After January 1, 1964,
every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, and pole trailer, and
any other vehicle which is being drawn at the end of a
combination of vehicles, shall be equipped with at least two
tail lamps mounted on the rear, which, when lighted as
required in RCW 46.37.020, shall emit a red light plainly
visible from a distance of one thousand feet to the rear,
except that passenger cars manufactured or assembled prior
to January 1, 1939, shall have at least one tail lamp. On a
combination of vehicles only the tail lamps on the rearmost
vehicle need actually be seen from the distance specified.
On vehicles equipped with more than one tail lamp, the
lamps shall be mounted on the same level and as widely
spaced laterally as practicable.

(2) Every tail lamp upon every vehicle shall be located
at a height of not more than seventy-two inches nor less than
fifteen inches.

(3) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so con-
structed and placed as to illuminate with a white light the
rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a
distance of fifty feet to the rear. Any tail lamp or tail lamps,
together with any separate lamp or lamps for illuminating the
rear registration plate, shall be so wired as to be lighted
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whenever the head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps are
lighted. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § S; 1963 c 154 § 3; 1961 c 12
§ 46.37.050. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 5; prior: 1947 c 267 § 2,
part; 1937 c 189 § 16, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-16,
part; RCW 46.40.030, part; 1929 ¢ 178 § 7, 1927 c 309 §
27; RRS § 6362-27; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 10,
part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part; 1915 c 142 § 21, part.]
Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.
Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.060 Reflectors. (1) Every motor vehicle, trailer,
semitrailer, and pole trailer shall carry on the rear, either as
a part of the tail lamps or separately, two or more red
reflectors meeting the requirements of this section: PRO-
VIDED, HOWEVER, That vehicles of the types mentioned
in RCW 46.37.090 shall be equipped with reflectors meeting
the requirements of RCW 46.37.110 and 46.37.120.

(2) Every such reflector shall be mounted on the vehicle
at a height not less than fifteen inches nor more than
seventy-two inches measured as set forth in RCW
46.37.030(2), and shall be of such size and characteristics
and so mounted as to be visible at night from all distances
within six hundred feet to one hundred feet from such
vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper beams of head
lamps, except that reflectors on vehicles manufactured or
assembled prior to January 1, 1970, shall be visible at night
from all distances within three hundred and fifty feet to one
hundred feet when directly in front of lawful upper beams of
head lamps. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 6; 1963 c 154 § 4; 1961 c
12 § 46.37.060. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 6; prior: 1947 c 267
§ 2, part; 1937 c 189 § 16, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-
16, part; RCW 46.40.030, part.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.070 Stop lamps and turn signals required. (1)
After January 1, 1964, every motor vehicle, trailer, semitrail-
er, and pole trailer shall be equipped with two or more stop
lamps meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.200, except
that passenger cars manufactured or assembled prior to
January 1, 1964, shall be equipped with at least one such
stop lamp. On a combination of vehicles, only the stop
lamps on the rearmost vehicle need actually be seen from the
distance specified in RCW 46.37.200(1).

(2) After January 1, 1960, every motor vehicle, trailer,
semitrailer and pole trailer shall be equipped with electric
turn signal lamps meeting the requirements of RCW
46.37.200(2), except that passenger cars, trailers, semitrailers,
pole trailers, and trucks less than eighty inches in width,
manufactured or assembled prior to January 1, 1953, need
not be equipped with electric turn signal lamps. [1977 ex.s.
c 355§ 77,1963 c 154 § 5; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.070. Prior:
1959 c 319 § 32; 1955 ¢ 269 § 7; prior: 1953 c 248 § 2,
part; 1947 c 267 § 4, part; 1937 ¢ 189 § 23, part; Rem.
Supp. 1947 § 6360-23, part; RCW 46.40.090, part; 1929 c
178 § 1, part; 1927 c 309 § 15, part; RRS § 6362-15, part.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.080 Application of succeeding sections. Those
sections of this chapter which follow immediately, including
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RCW 46.37.090, 46.37.100, 46.37.110, 46.37.120, and
46.37.130, relating to clearance lamps, marker lamps, and
reflectors, shall apply as stated in said sections to vehicles of
the type therein enumerated, namely buses, trucks, truck
tractors, and trailers, semitrailers, and pole trailers, respec-
tively, when operated upon any highway, and said vehicles
shall be equipped as required and all lamp equipment
required shall be lighted at the times mentioned in RCW
46.37.020. For purposes of the sections enumerated above,
a camper, when mounted upon a motor vehicle, shall be
considered part of the permanent structure of that motor
vehicle. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 8; 1963 c 154 § 6; 1961 c 12
§ 46.37.080. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 8; prior: 1947 ¢ 267 § 3,
part; 1937 ¢ 189 § 17, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-17,
part; RCW 46.40.040, part.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.090 Additional equipment required on certain
vehicles. In addition to other equipment required in RCW
46.37.040, 46.37.050, 46.37.060, and 46.37.070, the follow-
ing vehicles shall be equipped as herein stated under the
conditions stated in RCW 46.37.080, and in addition, the
reflectors elsewhere enumerated for such vehicles shall
conform to the requirements of RCW 46.37.120(1).

(1) Buses, trucks, motor homes, and motor vehicles with
mounted campers eighty inches or more in over-all width:

(a) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side,
and on vehicles manufactured or assembled after January 1,
1964, three identification lamps meeting the specifications of
subdivision (6) [(7)] of this section;

(b) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side,
and after January 1, 1964, three identification lamps meeting
the specifications of subdivision (6) [(7)] of this section;

(c) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or near
the front and one at or near the rear;

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the front
and one at or near the rear.

(2) Trailers and semitrailers eighty inches or more in
over-all width:

(a) On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side;

(b) On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side,
and after January 1, 1964, three identification lamps meeting
the specifications of subdivision (6) [(7)] of this section;

(c) On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or near
the front and one at or near the rear;

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the front
- and one at or near the rear: PROVIDED, That a mobile
home as defined by RCW 46.04.302 need not be equipped
with two side marker lamps or two side reflectors as
required by subsection (2) (c) and (d) of this section while
operated under the terms of a special permit authorized by
RCW 46.44.090.

(3) Truck tractors:

On the front, two cab clearance lamps, one at each side,

and on vehicles manufactured or assembled after January 1,
1964, three identification lamps meeting the specifications of
subdivision (6) [(7)] of this section.

(4) Trailers, semitrailers, and pole trailers thirty feet or
more in over-all length:
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On each side, one amber side marker lamp and one
amber reflector, centrally located with respect to the length
of the vehicle: PROVIDED, That a mobile home as defined
by RCW 46.04.302 need not be equipped with such side
marker lamp or reflector while operated under the terms of
a special permit authorized by RCW 46.44.090.

(5) Pole trailers:

(a) On each side, one amber side marker lamp at or near
the front of the load;

(b) One amber reflector at or near the front of the load;

(c) On the rearmost support for the load, one combina-
tion marker lamp showing amber to the front and red to the
rear and side, mounted to indicate maximum width of the
pole trailer.

(6) Boat trailers eighty inches or more in overall width:

(a) One on each side, at or near the midpoint, one
clearance lamp performing the function of both a front and
rear clearance lamp;

(b) On the rear, after June 1, 1978, three identification
lamps meeting the specifications of subsection (7) of this

.section;

(c) One on each side, two side marker lamps, one at or
near the front and one at or near the rear;

(d) On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the front
and one at or near the rear.

(7) Whenever required or permitted by this chapter,
identification lamps shall be grouped in a horizontal row,
with lamp centers spaced not less than six nor more than
twelve inches apart, and mounted on the permanent structure
of the vehicle as close as practicable to the vertical center-
line: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That where the cab of a
vehicle is not more than forty-two inches wide at the front
roof line, a single identification lamp at the center of the cab
shall be deemed to comply with the requirements for front
identification lamps. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 355§ 9; 1963 c 154 § 7;
1961 c 12 § 46.37.090. Prior: 1955 ¢ 269 § 9; prior: 1947
c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 17, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 §
6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 1933 c 156 §§ S, part,
6, part; 1929 ¢ 178 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1927 ¢ 309 §§ 27.
part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 1921 c
96 § 22, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 10, part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 15, part.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 ¢ 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.100 Color of clearance lamps, side marker
lamps, back-up lamps, and reflectors. (1) Front clearance
lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors mounted on the
front or on the side near the front of a vehicle shall display
or reflect an amber color.

(2) Rear clearance lamps and those marker lamps and
reflectors mounted on the rear or on the sides near the rear
of a vehicle shall display or reflect a red color.

(3) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the
rear of any vehicle shall display or reflect a red color, except
the stop lamp or other signal device, which may be red,
amber, or yellow, and except that on any vehicle forty or
more years old, the taillight may also contain a blue or
purple insert of not more than one inch in diameter, and
except that the light illuminating the license plate shall be
white and the light emitted by a back-up lamp shall be white
or amber. [1992 c 46 § 1; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.100. Prior:
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1955 ¢ 269 § 10; prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 ¢ 189 §
17, part; Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040,
part; 1933 c 156 §§ S, part, 6, part; 1929 c 178 §§ 7, part,
8, part; 1927 ¢ 309 §§ 27, part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27,
part, 6362-28, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 10,
part; 1917 ¢ 155 § 15, part; 1915 ¢ 142 § 21, part.]

46.37.110 Mounting of reflectors, clearance lamps,
identification lamps, and side marker lamps. (1) Reflec-
tors when required by RCW 46.37.090 shall be mounted at
a height not less than twenty-four inches and not higher than
sixty inches above the ground on which the vehicle stands,
except that if the highest part of the permanent structure of
the vehicle is less than twenty-four inches the reflector at
such point shall be mounted as high as that part of the
permanent structure will permit.

The rear reflectors on a pole trailer may be mounted on
each side of the bolster or load.

Any required red reflector on the rear of a vehicle may
be incorporated with the tail lamp, but such reflector shall
meet all the other reflector requirements of this chapter.

(2) Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the permanent
structure of the vehicle in such a manner as to indicate the
extreme height and width of the vehicle. When rear identifi-
cation lamps are required and are mounted as high as is
practicable, rear clearance lamps may be mounted at optional
height, and when the mounting of front clearance lamps
results in such lamps failing to indicate the extreme width of
the trailer, such lamps may be mounted at optional height
but must indicate, as near as practicable, the extreme width
of the trailer. Clearance lamps on truck tractors shall be
located so as to indicate the extreme width of the truck
tractor cab. Clearance lamps and side marker lamps may be
mounted in combination provided illumination is given as
required herein with reference to both. PROVIDED, That
no rear clearance lamp may be combined in any shell or
housing with any tail lamp or identification lamp. [1977
ex.s. ¢ 355§ 10; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.110. Prior: 1955 c 269
§ 11; prior: 1947 c 267 § 3, part; 1937 c 189 § 17, part;
Rem. Supp. 1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040, part;
1933 ¢ 156 §§ S, part, 6, part; 1929 c 178 §§ 7, part, 8, part;
1927 ¢ 309 §§ 27, part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part,
6362-28, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 10, part;
1917 ¢ 155 § 15, part.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.120 Visibility of reflectors, clearance lamps,
identification lamps, and side marker lamps. (1) Every
reflector upon any vehicle referred to in RCW 46.37.090
shall be of such size and characteristics and so maintained as
to be readily visible at nighttime from all distances within
six hundred feet to one hundred feet from the vehicle when
directly in front of lawful lower beams of head lamps,
except that the visibility for reflectors on vehicles manufac-
tured or assembled prior to January 1, 1970, shall be
measured in front of the lawful upper beams of headlamps.
Reflectors required to be mounted on the sides of the vehicle
shall reflect the required color of light to the sides, and those
mounted on the rear shall reflect a red color to the rear.

(2) Front and rear clearance lamps and identification
lamps shall be capable of being seen and distinguished under

[Title 46 RCW—page 118]

Title 46 RCW: Motor Vehicles

normal atmospheric conditions at the times lights are
required at all distances between five hundred feet and fifty
feet from the front and rear, respectively, of the vehicle.
(3) Side marker lamps shall be capable of being seen
and distinguished under normal atmospheric conditions at the
times lights are required at all distances between five
hundred feet and fifty feet from the side of the vehicle on
which mounted. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 11; 1963 c 154 § 8;
1961 c 12 § 46.37.120. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 12; prior:
1947 ¢ 267 § 3, part; 1937 ¢ 189 § 17, part; Rem. Supp.
1947 § 6360-17, part; RCW 46.40.040, part; 1933 c 156 §§
S, part, 6, part; 1929 c 178 §§ 7, part, 8, part; 1927 c 309 §§
27, part, 28, part; RRS §§ 6362-27, part, 6362-28, part; 1921
¢ 96 § 22, part; 1919 ¢ 59 § 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part.]
Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.
Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.130 Obstructed lights not required. Whenever
motor and other vehicles are operated in combination during
the time that lights are required, any lamp (except tail lamps)
need not be lighted which, by reason of its location on a
vehicle of the combination, would be obscured by another
vehicle of the combination, but this shall not affect the
requirement that lighted clearance lamps be displayed on the
front of the foremost vehicle required to have clearance
lamps, nor that all lights required on the rear of the rearmost
vehicle of any combination shall be lighted. [1961 c 12 §
46.37.130. Prior: 1955 ¢ 269 § 13.]

46.37.140 Lamps, reflectors, and flags on projecting
load. Whenever the load upon any vehicle extends to the
rear four feet or more beyond the bed or body of such
vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme rear end of
the load, at the times specified in RCW 46.37.020, two red
lamps, visible from a distance of at least five hundred feet
to the rear, two red reflectors visible at night from all
distances within six hundred feet to one hundred feet to the
rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of
headlamps, and located so as to indicate maximum width,
and on each side one red lamp, visible from a distance of at
least five hundred feet to the side, located so as to indicate
maximum overhang. There shall be displayed at all other
times on any vehicle having a load which extends beyond its
sides or more than four feet beyond its rear, red flags, not
less than twelve inches square, marking the extremities of
such loads, at each point where a lamp would otherwise be
required by this section, under RCW 46.37.020. [1977 ex.s.
¢ 355§ 12; 1963 c 154 § 9; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.140. Prior:
1955 ¢ 269 § 14; prior: 1937 c 189 § 18; RRS § 6360-18;
RCW 46.40.050; 1929 ¢ 178 § 11, part; 1927 c 309 § 32,
part, RRS § 6362-32, part; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1919 ¢ 59
§ 10, part; 1917 c 155 § 15, part.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.150 Lamps on vehicles—Parked or stopped
vehicles, lighting requirements. (1) Every vehicle shall be
equipped with one or more lamps, which, when lighted, shall
display a white or amber light visible from a distance of one
thousand feet to the front of the vehicle, and a red light visi-
ble from a distance of one thousand feet to the rear of the
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vehicle. The location of said lamp or lamps shall always be
such that at least one lamp or combination of lamps meeting
the requirements of this section is installed as near as
practicable to the side of the vehicle which is closest to
passing traffic.

(2) Whenever a vehicle is lawfully parked upon a street
or highway during the hours between a half hour after sunset
and a half hour before sunrise and in the event there is
sufficient light to reveal any person or object within a
distance of one thousand feet upon such street or highway,
no lights need be displayed upon such parked vehicle.

(3) Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a
roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto, outside an incorporated
city or town, whether attended or unattended, during the
hours between a half hour after sunset and a half hour before
sunrise and there is insufficient light to reveal any person or
object within a distance of one thousand feet upon such
highway, such vehicle so parked or stopped shall be
equipped with and shall display lamps meeting the require-
ments of subsection (1) of this section.

(4) Any lighted head lamps-upon a parked vehicle shall
be depressed or dimmed. [1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 13; 1963 ¢
154 § 10; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.150. Prior: 1955 c 269 § 15;
prior: 1937 c 189 § 19; RRS § 6360-19; RCW 46.40.060;
1933 ¢ 156 § 8; 1929 ¢ 178 § 10; 1927 c 309 § 31; RRS §
6362-31.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 ¢ 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.160 Hazard warning lights and reflectors on
farm equipment—Slow-moving vehicle emblem. (1)
Every farm tractor and every self-propelled unit of farm
equipment or implement of husbandry manufactured or
assembled after January 1, 1970, shall be equipped with
vehicular hazard warning lights of the type described in
RCW 46.37.215 visible from a distance of not less than one
thousand feet to the front and rear in normal sunlight, which
shall be displayed whenever any such vehicle is operated
upon a highway.

(2) Every self-propelled unit of farm equipment or
implement of husbandry manufactured or assembled after
January 1, 1970, shall at all times, and every other motor
vehicle shall at times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020, be
equipped with lamps and reflectors as follows:

(a) At least two headlamps meeting the requirements of
RCW 46.37.220, 46.37.240, or 46.37.260;

(b) At least one red lamp visible when lighted from a
distance of not less than one thousand feet to the rear
mounted as far to the left of center of vehicle as practicable;

(c) At least two red reflectors visible from all distances
within six hundred to one hundred feet to the rear when
directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlamps.

(3) Every combination of farm tractor and towed farm
equipment or towed implement of husbandry shall at all
times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped with lamps
and reflectors as follows:

(a) The farm tractor element of every such combination
shall be equipped as required in subsections (1) and (2) of
this section;

(b) The towed unit of farm equipment or implement of
husbandry element of such combination shall be equipped on
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the rear with two red lamps visible when lighted from a

distance of not less than one thousand feet to the rear, and

two red reflectors visible to the rear from all distances within

six hundred feet to one hundred feet to the rear when

directly in front of lawful upper beams of head lamps. One

reflector shall be so positioned to indicate, as nearly as -
practicable, the extreme left projection of the towed unit;

(c) If the towed unit or its load obscures either of the
vehicle hazard warning lights on the tractor, the towed unit
shall be equipped with vehicle hazard warning lights
described in subsection (1) of this section.

(4) The two red lamps and the two red reflectors
required in the foregoing subsections of this section on a
self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement of
husbandry or combination of farm tractor and towed farm
equipment shall be so positioned as to show from the rear as
nearly as practicable the extreme width of the vehicle or
combination carrying them: PROVIDED, That if all other
requirements are met, reflective tape or paint may be used in
lieu of reflectors required by subsection (3) of this section.

(5) After January 1, 1970, every farm tractor and every
self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement of
husbandry designed for operation at speeds not in excess of
twenty-five miles per hour shall at all times be equipped
with a slow moving vehicle emblem mounted on the rear

. except as provided in subsection (6) of this section.

(6) After January 1, 1970, every combination of farm
tractor and towed farm equipment or towed implement of
husbandry normally operating at speeds not in excess of
twenty-five miles per hour shall at all times be equipped
with a slow moving vehicle emblem as follows:

(a) Where the towed unit is sufficiently large to obscure
the slow moving vehicle emblem on the farm tractor, the
towed unit shall be equipped with a slow moving vehicle
emblem. In such cases, the towing vehicle need not display
the emblem;

(b) Where the slow moving vehicle emblem on the farm
tractor unit is not obscured by the towed unit, then either or
both may be equipped with the required emblem but it shall
be sufficient if either has it.

(7) The emblem required by subsections (5) and (6) of
this section shall comply with current standards and specifi-
cations as promulgated by the Washington state patrol.
[1987 ¢ 330 § 708; 1977 ex.s. c 355 § 14; 1969 ex.s. c 281
§ 22; 1963 c 154 § 11; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.160. Prior: 1955
c 269 § 16.]

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 c¢ 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.
Effective date—1963 ¢ 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.170 Lamps and reflectors on other vehicles
and equipment—Slow-moving vehicle emblem on animal-
drawn vehicles. (1) Every vehicle, including animal-drawn
vehicles and vehicles referred to in RCW 46.37.010(3), not
specifically required by the provisions of RCW 46.37.020
through 46.37.330 to be equipped with lamps, or other
lighting devices, shall at all times specified in RCW
46.37.020 be equipped with at least one lamp displaying a
white light visible from a distance of not less than one
thousand feet to the front of said vehicle, and shall also be
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equipped with two lamps displaying red light visible from a
distance of not less than one thousand feet to the rear of said
vehicle, or as an alternative, one lamp displaying a red light
visible from a distance of not less than one thousand feet to
the rear and two red reflectors visible from all distances of
six hundred to one hundred feet to the rear when illuminated
by the lawful lower beams of head lamps.

(2) After June 1, 1978, every animal-drawn vehicle shall
at all times be equipped with a slow-moving vehicle emblem
complying with RCW 46.37.160(7). [1977 ex.s. ¢ 355 § 15;
1963 ¢ 154 § 12; 1961 ¢ 12 § 46.37.170. Prior: 1955 c 269
§ 17; prior: 1937 c 189 § 21; RRS § 6360-21; RCW
46.40.080; 1927 ¢ 309 § 34; 1921 c 96 § 22, part; 1917 c 40
§ 1; RRS § 6362-34.]

Severability—1977 ex.s. ¢ 355: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.180 Spot lamps and auxiliary lamps. (1) Spot
lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to
exceed two spot lamps and every lighted spot lamp shall be
so aimed and used that no part of the high intensity portion
of the beam will strike the windshield, or any windows,
mirror, or occupant of another vehicle in use.

(2) Fog lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped
with not to exceed two fog lamps mounted on the front at a
height of not less than twelve inches nor more than thirty
inches above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands
and so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the
high intensity portion of the light to the left of the center of
the vehicle shall at a distance of twenty-five feet ahead
project higher than a level of four inches below the level of
the center of the lamp from which it comes. Lighted fog
lamps meeting the above requirements may be used with
lower head lamp beams as specified in RCW 46.37.220.

(3) Auxiliary passing lamps. Any motor vehicle may be
equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary passing lamps
mounted on the front at a height not less than twenty-four
inches nor more than forty-two inches above the level
surface upon which the vehicle stands. The provisions of
RCW 46.37.220 shall apply to any combinations of head
lamps and auxiliary passing lamps.

(4) Auxiliary driving lamps. Any motor vehicle may be
equipped with not to exceed two auxiliary driving lamps
mounted on the front at a height not less than sixteen inches
nor more than forty-two inches above the level surface upon
which the vehicle stands. The provisions of RCW 46.37.220
shall apply to any combination of head lamps and auxiliary
driving lamps. [1963 c 154 § 13; 1961 c 12 § 46.37.180.
Prior: 1955 ¢ 269 § 18; prior: 1949 ¢ 157 § 1; Rem. Supp.
1949 § 6360-22a; RCW 46.40.110, 46.40.120.] ‘

Effective date—1963 c 154: See note following RCW 46.37.010.

46.37.184 Red flashing lights on fire department
vehicles. All fire department vehicles in service shall be
identified by red lights of an intermittent flashing type,
visible from both front and rear for a distance of five
hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions. Such red
flashing lights shall be well separated from the headlights so
that they will not black out when headlights are on. Such
red flashing lights shall be in operation at all times when
such vehicle is on emergency status. [1961c 12 §
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46.37.184. Prior: 1953 c 161§ 1. Formerly RCW
46.40.220.]

46.37.185 Green light on firemen’s private cars.
Firemen, when approved by the chief of their respective
service, shall be authorized to use a green light on the front
of their private cars when on emergency duty only. Such
green light shall be visible for a distance of two hundred feet
under normal atmospheric conditions and shall be of a type
and mounting approved by the Washington state patrol. The
use of the green light shall only be for the purpose of
identification and the operator of a vehicle so equipped shall
not be entitled to any of the privileges provided in RCW
46.61.035 for the operators of authorized emergency vehi-
cles. [1987 ¢ 330 § 709; 1971 ex.s. ¢ 92 § 3; 1961 c 12 §
46.37.185. Prior: 1953 c 161 § 2. Formerly RCW
46.40.230.]

Construction—Application of rules—Severability—1987 ¢ 330:
See notes following RCW 28B.12.050.

46.37.186 Fire department sign or plate on private
car. (1) No private vehicle, bearing a sign or plate indicat-
ing a fire department connection, shall be driven or operated
on any public highway, except when the owner thereof is a
bona fide member of a fire department.

(2) Any sign or plate indicating fire department connec-
tion on a private car of any member of a fire department
shall include the name of the municipality or fire department
organization to which the owner belongs. [1961 ¢ 12 §
46.37.186. Prior: 1953 c 161 § 3. Formerly RCW
46.40.240.] .

46.37.187 Green light, sign or plate—Identification
card required. Any individual displaying a green light as
authorized in RCW 46.37.185, or a sign or plate as autho-
rized in RCW 46.37.186, shall also carry attached to a
convenient location on the private vehicle to which the green
light or sign or plate is attached, an identification card
showing the name of the owner of said vehicle, the organi-
zation to which he or she belongs and bearing the signature
of the chief of the service involved. [1971 ex.s. ¢ 92 § 2;
1961 c 12 § 46.37.187. Prior: 1953 c 161 § 4. Formerly
RCW 46.40.250.]

46.37.188 Penalty for violation of RCW 46.37.184
through 46.37.188. Every violation of RCW 46.37.184,
46.37.185