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Craftsmen Built

HE doors of Washington’s new $6,500,-

000 Capitol were locked.

Within workmen were laying wire and
preparing stations for the receptions of instru-
ments.

A woman's hand rattled the knob. She wanted
to enter, but the building was not open to visi:
tors, and she went away. She will come back,
though, in time, for like her sisters scattered over
the Pacific Northwest, she is determined to see
the furniture of which she has read so much in
the newspapers.

It is not an idle curiosity that brings the women
to the new Capitel.  Women the world over love
beautiful things. They want tastcfully furnished
homes, attractive surroundings, flowers, birds,
paintings, green plants growing.

Art Given Expression

Art is new to Washington. Few states posscss
less of it, except as it is expressed in nature, but
with the passing of the pioneer period the public
is giving more and more attention to the beauties
and comforts of life.

In Greece and Rome the state led the way. It
taught the people to appreciate those qualitics
which charm and delight the senses.  In its new
Capitol, and its furnishings, Washington has
presented an example which will have an influ-
ence of incalculable value on all who visit the
building.

The Legislature must have realized the need of
furnishing the Capitol in a style that would be
in keeping with the beauty of the surroundings,
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CAPITOL FURNITURE

Will Establish a New Pertod in Design
Jfor FUTURE GENERATIONS

By —
MARK A. SHIELDS

because it appropriated $600,000 and asked the
Capitol Committee and the architects to spend
the money as judgment dictated.

It is easy to believe that the next Legislature
will be pleased when it observes the results.
Everywhere there is harmony, soft lights, colors
that blend, rich woodwork, warmth, an atmos-
phere of hospitality that invites one to linger and
loiter around the spacious rooms, or stretch out
at will in handsome chairs and davenports.

Throughout the building there is a fine balance
of grace and utility in the furniture.

Furniture Built to Order

It was because of a determination to find the
beautiful in a grade of furniture that would stand
hard usage that the Capitol Committec and the
architects determined to build the furniture to
order, just as one would have a suit of clothes
made up by a tailor. Months passed before satis-
factory designs were obtained, but in the end the
tremendous task was completed,

Office buildings, schools, churches and homes
are ordinarily furnished with furniture taken out
of stock. Ewvery large furniture store cither car-
ries on hand, or can get, goods that meet the usual
demand.

Some days ago a friend disposed of a set of
choice furniture which had been purchased 25
years ago and replaced it with a rn desk and
a spring chair. The style in both instances was
dictated by the manufacturers.

Governor's Conference Room in New Legislative Building
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Washington could have bought its furniture
for the Capitol from a catalog and have had about
what this friend got for his money, but it didn't,
any more than it bought the plans for the Capi
from a ready-cut mill which sells houses, or from
architects who sell stock plans for homes.

Competitive plans were called for when the
state prepared to erect the Capitol, and out of
37 sets submitted, those of Wilder & White,
New York, were selected.

The furniture was purchased in the same man-
ner.

Many Manufacturers Compete

Furniture manufacturers of the United States
were asked to nt styles which they believed
would be suitagﬁm use in the building. The
Capitol Committee and Wilder & White stressed
the need of a furniture that would harmonize in
tone with the massive structure, and yet not ap-
pear cither too heavy or too light,

It was like a dog show. Manufacturers dug
out their catalogs and sent their representatives
racing west on transcontinental trains. They
were interested. Days and days were spent by
the committee and the architects in going over
drawings. Some manufacturers went away dis-
appointed, others remained.

Slowly, but surely, the architects kept hammer-
ing on lines. No one came prepared to give the
committee exactly what it wanted, and so piece
by piece, the desired furniture was sketched and
the factories asked to turn it out and deliver 1t
in Olympia.

The greatest attention to detail was centered
on the legislative chambers, the state reception
room and the suite which will be occupied by the
governor.

Rugs Specially Woven

Rugs had to be specially woven. There arc
eight of these, seven of which are in the executive
suite and one in the reception room. All are
scamless, and three of them are among the largest
cver woven. There are lots of huge rugs. Holly-
wood is full of them, and so is New York and
San Francisco and oher big cities, but they arc
spliced, often to the dissatisfaction of the owners.
Those eight rugs cost the state $14,000.

The state reception room is the “parior” of the
ctate house. Here distinguished visitors will zc
welcomed and here tired mothers who come with
children to visit the Capitol will find. quarters
where they may sit and rest.

It and the executive offices are done in what the
architects and newspapers refer to as "Class A”
furniture. The furniture, a handsome mahog-
any and walnut, was specially built by the W,
& J. Sloane Company, of New York, at a cost
of §52,000, inclusive of the window hangings
which this firm installed on the fourth floor.

The mahogany in the governor’s private office
is furnished in the finest leather and like the other
furniture throughout the building, stuffed with
curly hair.  You may laugh at that curly hair,
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but it will be no laughing matter if you will
try one of your grandfather’s snappy old chairs,
for no doubt his was done with a straight hair
before the days of the bob, which will account for
the rough spots that make it so uncomfortable.

Executive Offices Pretentious

The Governor's suite takes in much territory.
There is a board room, a reception room, the
large public office, a small prviate office where
he may retire and be alone with his work, an
office for the private secretary, another for the
assistant private secrctary, one for the executive
clerk and still another for the stenographers.

Not all of these rooms are done in mahogany.
The smaller ones are in oak and the larger ones
in walnut.

The House chamber is done in walnut and the
Senate chamber in mahogany. Like the other
furnishings, this was special work. Both cham-
bers were fitted by Irving & Casson—A. & H.
Davenport Company, of Boston, at a cost of
$120,000.

In building the House and Senate chamber
desks, the architects made up their drawings only
after repeated conferences with members of the
Legislature and the chief clerk. Chairs and desks
are built both with a view of fitting into the gen-
eral color scheme and of giving senators and rep-
resentatives the greatest comfort and convenience.

There is charm and grace in every line. In
no other Capitol Building in the United States
have the legislative chambers been more taste-
fully handled.

Comfort is Considered

Recollect those hard, awkward seats in the gal-
leries of the old state house? They were night-
mares. Made one want to go home after 15 min-
utes.

The galleries in the new Capitol contain lonz,
leather cushioned benches. They will be a gift
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A Beautiful Work Room

from heaven to some of our solons who in the past
have been unable to hold the crowd. No person
can sit on one of these benches and look down
upon the furnishings in the chambers below with-

out a glow of satisfaction stealing over his face.

Walnut done in velour has been used in the
lounge rooms, the Lieutenant Governor's office,
the office used by the speaker of the house, and
the private offices in the quarters given over to

Pacific Coast Factory Supplied Furniture for Many Offices in New Legislative Building

the State Treasurer, the Secretary of State and
the State Auditor. Here again are the delicate
lines and subdued tones. This furniture, made to
erder and purchased through Lowman & Hanford
at a cost of $80,000, holds the attention of the
visitor by its sheer beauty. It is used in the prin
cipal committee rooms of the two houses, and
shows at its best in the offices of the senate and

{Continued on Page 40)

First photographs published of offices in Legislative Building that have awaited occupancy for many months. At left is a Committee Room with desks for stenog-
raphers. Center, Senate Committee Room: and right, office of persanal secretary to Secretary of State. This furniture was built by the West-Made Desk Company.

A State Maga.zim'. of Progress
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The Capitol Furniture

{Continued from Page 25)

house a riations committee, It s
quiet, d.ﬁsﬁ?«% substantial.

The outer rooms in the exceutive offices,
the quarters occupied by accountants, sec-
retarics and stenographers, and the scc
ondary committee rooms off the House and
Senate chambers are furnished in oak. It
is not oak in the sense tha tone associates
with the furniture of that woeod which has
come to be so extensively used in modern
day effice equipment.

Beauty and Utility Combined

Furnished by the Secartle West-Made
Desk Company through the Bookstore,
Olympia, at a cost of $89,000, the Cap:
itol committee and the architects have
found a design in this furniture which
proves that act has its place in the count-
ing room. Once more we encounter the
deticate coloring and soft lines. Comlort-
able, too, and made to stand up under the
shock of adding machines and heavy type-
writers.

The furnishing on the first loor, where
only workshops are located, are of stock
grades, obtained from the Standard Office
Equipment Company, Tacoma, at a cost
of $11,000. ‘They are strong, hardy
pieces of furniture, but of a style and fin-
ish that makes them readily adaptable to
the general scheme of things.

In the committee rooms and public re-
ceplion rooms are a number of leather
upholstered davenports, with solid mahog-
any frame. These are products of a
Washington [actory, the Washington Fur-
niture Manufacturing Company of Seattle.
Any home owner in this state would be
happy to own a similar piece of furpiture
at a price much higher than the state paid.

In the building are four qualitics of
carpets, known in the %hrastolug,y of the
architects as classes A, B, C and D.

‘The eight specially woven carpets come
in the first class, They were made up in
Boston through an order placed by kred-
erick & Nelson, of Scautle, who took the
contract for providing them, together with
most of the other carpets and the wall
hangings, or tapestrics, and the window
shades.

Carpets Blend with Whole
The iess expensive carpets, used in the
secondary committee rooms of the House
and Senate and in the work rooms were
f L ) B. F Chk

f i of Scattle at a
price of $20,000.

Solt, resthul to the eye, and designed
to withstand the passage of time and feet,
the carpets add color without throwing the
picture out of balance. The state paid
Frederick & Nelson $103,000 for ma:
terials furnished in the Capitol, including
the cight carpets of specral design, but
there is quality in those furnishings and a
character and dignity that onec finds in
homes where the owners are in a position
to select the best.

Little wonder the woman who rattled
the door and wanted to enter the Capitol
went away disappointed.

All of Fund Not Spent

The legislature set aside the $600,000
for the purchase of the furnishings. Se-
lecting the furniture and carpets would
have been a delectable task for women
Everywhere expression is given to sensible,
well “grounded ideas, and yet those in
charge did not spend all the money that
was available. When they had fhnished
there still remained a balance of about
$50,000 which will be turned back to the
sate treasury.

Even in the metallic furnishings the
Capitol committee and the architects found
opportunity to combine art and utility.
One finds it in the Globe-Wernicke vault
equipment and house and senate lockers,
furnished by the Bookstore of Olympia,
on a bid of $43,620.
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Not all of the firms who contributed
to the furnishing of the building were
able to hold up a clean balance sheet
when the checks came in, and it is im-
probable that any made the customary
trade profit, due to unusual demands made
upon them, but they have had a part in
demonstrating  that beauty and comfort
and wutility ¢an be incorporated in furns:
ture and also appreciate the prestige re-
sulting from having shared in such a pre
tentious enterprise.

One of Sixty Washington-Made Leather
Davenports in Capitol.

New Note is Struck

One searches in wvain for a name with
which to associate the furniture, and fin
ally drops back to the conclusion that,
since it must belong to a period. there is a
term somewhere which will fit, It i orig
inal, new, delightful because of its charm:
ing simplicity, and so, perhaps, in time
we shall come 1o speak of it as our own
Washington of 1927.

It is still so new that the public has not
become acquainted with it, nor have the
newspapers and magazine of nearby states
had opportunity to prepare their features
Nowhere in the west, and in probably few
other public buildings of the United States
have the designers struck out with greate
boldness nor more pronounced success.

When the Capitol is opened and the
feminine world begins to How through it
*here are going to some pronounced
reactions, for here is a type of furniture
that can not be seen elsewhere, for there
is none other like it.

By and a newspaper will send a
talerned wo::n fcaturtpwl:;cr through the
corridors and rooms of that gigantic white
mass of stone and concrete and steel, and
when she weaves her story we may ex-
pect an interest in furniture that will rival
the breathless anxicty of the Easter season,

The Capitol Dome
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ing is judged as an entity. Also, more
over, those lines had to be equally perfect
when wviewed as a part of a completed
group. In this latter aspect the Capitol
will be the central structure in a group
of six buoildings and all of these, when
viewed from a distance. will present the
general effect of one single structure with
an exceptionally extensive base,

The present dome is of ample heght
to fit in with that completed picture, Yet
its height is not so great that it seems vut
of proportion in any sense when the indi-
vidual building is viewed.

There are, to repeat, 30,800.000 pounds
of material in the dome structure- —and
every pound, every ounce has been used
to contribute its maximum share of beauty.
Every line in it shows fimished artistry,
complete understanding of all problems and
infinite human pains.

The result. indisputably. is a master:
pieci.

Consider the Daffodil

(Continued from Page 13)

m exeess of a million. These are being
prown on aboul twelve acres in the vicin-
ity of Olympia.

Many similar successes on a much small-
er scale have come to my attentivn. Some
twelve years age a woman in Tacoma
bought 100 narcissus for $13, which she
cultivated for a number of years for the
imcame she receved from the sale of the
blooms. Three years ago I purchased her
surplus bulb stock for $150. In this -
stance the valve of the bulbs had increased
YOO per cont i mine years.  Another
woman in Olympia made a similar invest-
ment about the same time and two years
age | purchased her bulbs for $300. |
nave grown this last lot of buibs two years
now and constder them worth about $1500.
three years ago | sold a woman near 5S¢
attle U0 nparcissus bulbs for 37.50 and
the following spring she sald the blooms
from them lor 315,50, Several years ago
a disabled veteran of the Civil War was
admitted to the veterans home at Retsi
ang took with him there and planted on
the grounds a hat-full or more of nac-
cissus bulhs which he faithtully attended
ux a hobby. He enjoyed a little income
cach year from the sale of blooms and
pulbs, but last commer he bhecame wo
lecble to lock after them and 1 purchased
e remnant of his bulbs for §25.

Hollanders Enter Field

But the big impetus te commercial nar-
cissus growing in Washington came i
1925 and 1926 with the appearance
this state of several prosperous growers
irom Holland. The hrst to come were
Segers Brothers, who planted first at Kirk-
land in King County and later moved
their planting to Lynden in Whatcom
.aounty, This planting comprises more
than a million bulbs. T'we years ago two
targe plantings were made in Washington
py Hollanders, that of Von Zonnenveld
Bros. & Philippo, which was planted first
near Chehalis and moved last year 1o Ore-
g, and that of Van Zanthen Bros. at
Lyaden. The Von Zonnenveld planting
. the largest in the state, comprising ¥,
00,000 bulbs and covering about 95
acres.  The Van Zanthen planting has in
wxcess of a million bulbs and covers, |
Belicve, some 45 acres.  These Holland
growers have had the significant advan-
tage over the piuneer American growers
i the respect that their undertakings were
adequately fnanced from the beginning,
and they are growing their bulbs for a
market already developed by them in this
country during the years when they were
allowed to supply it with bulbs grown by
them in Holland. They have the ad-
vantage, also, of long years of familiarity
with the cultural and other requirements
of the crop, but this has proven to be less
of an advantage under new and unfamiliar
climatic  conditions than would at first
thought be assumed, However, all ol
these plantings are thriving in @ mannet
regarding which their owners speak in the
most boastful terms, as they all loudly
emphasize the high superiority of the bulbs
grown in the State of Washington.

Many Narcissus Classifications

Another big spurt was given the de-
velopment of the industry in 1925 and
1926 when a group of farmers in the
Puyallup valley, originally inspired by the
late Paulhamus, and under the
present lcadership of Frank Chervenka
and the Orton Brothers (C, W, and E.
C.) organized the Puget Sound Bulb
Growers Exchange as a marketing organ-
wzation and by group purchase imported
several car loads of bulbs which were dis-
tributed among its members for planting.
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These plantings, located in the vicinity ol
Puyallup and Sumner. are thriving very
satisfactorily, and the Exchange is ollering
GOD0UE bulbs for sale this coming scason.
Thiz orgamzation has an excellent coe
uperative marketing project which is open
«n egual terms to all other growers wha
may desire to join il.

There arc seven  dafferent  botamical
classifications  of marcissus  and  perhaps
1500 names of varietics known to com-
merce and hsted in catalogs, But for a
convenienl <lassification the better known
varieties may be classfied as long trumpet,
medium trumpet, short trumpet, and mul-
tflowering varictics, the first three named
having but une and the last named several
blooms to a stem. In the accompanying
llustrations the Princeps is of the long
trumpet type, Stella Supurba of the me:
dium trumpet and Pheasant’s Eye the
chort trumpet.  Another classification s
nto hardy and tender varicties. All the
long and medium trumpets are of the
hardy varicties, while a few of the short
trumpet and multillowering ones are ten:
der.  Only the hardy varicties thrive best
in Washington, the tender varictics being
grown chiefly in Southern France in Eu-
tupe, and in Florida, South Caralina and
California in America,

Washington dues not by any means have
a mlmupnl)- of RBrowing narciscns in Amer-
ca, although we do grow in this state
practically encethird of all the bulbs of the
hardy varicties. our plantings AREregamg
approximately 22,500,000 bulbs on the
basis of official returns last [all.  There are
cight million in Texas, six million New
York, five million in Orcgon, four milliun
in Virginia and three miliions in New Jer
sey. Thete is a considerable planting nea:
Benton  Harbor, Michigan, statistics ol
which arc not at present available.  But
the significant feature of these statistics s
that the planungs in Washington are in-
-reasing at the rate of fifty per cont or
more a year, while those i other states
are barely holding their own, or in some
instances, falling off from season to season.

New Bloom Trade Sought

Reference has been made to the teturns
enjoyed by some of the pioncer growers
from the sale of blooms from their narcie:
sus fields. At times these have been very
gratifying but among the larger growers
not a great deal of dependence is placed
on the revenue from this source.  Some ot
the Holland growers follow the policyg sl
not allowing blooms to be cut for sale Irom
their bulb helds. They take the position
that to market the blooms is to enter int.
competition with their florist custumers to
whom they expect later to sell their bulbs.
The industry of growing narcissus for the
bulbs has attained such magnitude that n
15 impossible to find a local market for all
the blooms, and of recent years campen
ticn has become o keen that the blooms
are sold at very reasonable prices, But.
cven now, literally millions of them are
marketed each season in the nearby citics
and hundreds of thousands of them are
shipped each sesaon to distant parts ol
the country, even as far as Chicago. The
held blooming season begins about March
10 and lasts six weeks. At the height ol
the season the blooms are sold from the
fields at prices as low in some instances as
5% or §6 per 1,000, and are retailed in
the principal market centers as low as two
dozen for 25 cents. One store in Tacuma
sold four truck loads of them on one Sat-
urday afternoon in 1926 and ac this last
named price. Ewven at a price of $5 a
thousand a good income could be made
in growing narcissus for the bleoms alone
if the grower could find a market for all
he could grow, since it is casily possible to
preduce from 150,000 to 250,000 blooms
to the acre from a planting two or three

{Continued on Page 41)
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