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WA Driver Education and Graduated Driver Licensing Requirements
3

► Driver Education Components
► Classroom education – 30 hours
► Behind the wheel instruction – 6 hours

► Learner License Components 
► Learner license holding period – 6 months
► Supervised driving hours – 40 hours during daytime and 10 hours at night

► Intermediate License Components
► Passenger restriction (no passengers below 20 for the first 6 months)
► Nighttime driving restriction (between 1am-5am)
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Graduated Driver Licensing Systems Are Widely Adopted
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IIHS 2024
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Limitations of the current system

► Time based rather than experience based

► Non-verifiable, relying on an honor system and parent/guardian certification

► Applied to 16-17-year-olds in the majority of States

► Licensing prior to age 18 more likely for teens from higher income households

► May incentivize licensure delay until age 18 when restrictions no longer apply
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Performance-Based Assessments (PBA)
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The Benefits Of PBAs

►Reduce accidents caused by 

preventable driver behavior

►Assess real-world skills

► Prepare drivers for hazards

► Potentially save lives

Distracted Driving Summit- August 2024(8)
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BTS-16: Developing Driver Skills Examination and Scoring Guidance

► The purpose was to update the driver skills examination and scoring to align with 
the latest scientific evidence.

► The Risk Awareness and Perception Training (RAPT) program created by Dr. Don 
Fisher and his team to train novice drivers on hazard anticipation and attention 
maintenance skills.

► A body of evidence has shown that RAPT program is effective at improving 
hazard anticipation and attention maintenance skills across a variety of roadway 
scenarios.
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Preliminary Findings
12
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Future Skills Test Implementation Plan

► - Phase 1 Research and Analysis (Projected Close Q2 2025)
► John Hopkins Study – Pilot concludes Nov 1st, 2024 

● First Quarter of 2025 DOL receives recommendations from John Hopkins Study

► Phase 2 Design and Development (Projected Close Q2 2026)

► Phase 3 Statewide Implementation of the New Skills Test (Projected Close Q3 2028)

► Phase 4 Tracking and Monitoring of Progress and Success (Projected Close Q3 2033

 How and When DOL may incorporate telematics into education, testing, and licensing
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Washington and Ohio
14
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Draft legislation in WA State for the 2023 Regular Legislative Session
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Draft legislation in Ohio for the 2024 Legislative Session
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Draft legislation in Ohio for the 2024 Legislative Session
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Challenges

► Costs: Integrating technology can be expensive, particularly for widespread 
adoption.

► Equity: Ensuring equitable access for all drivers, regardless of socioeconomic 
background or geographic location, is crucial.

► Privacy: Collecting and storing driving data raises concerns about privacy and 
data security that need to be addressed carefully
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Research and Collaboration Needed for Success

► Develop cost-effective solutions: Explore innovative technologies and 
approaches that make PBAs more accessible and affordable for a wider range 
of drivers (e.g. smartphone-based assessments and data collection)

► Establish standardized guidelines: Research is needed to create clear and 
consistent criteria for evaluating driving performance to ensure fairness and 
reduce subjectivity. 

► Prioritize privacy protection: Implement robust data security measures and 
ensure transparency in how personal driving data is collected, used, stored, 
and deleted.
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This is already happening in another context
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Here’s your chance to try it:

iPhone - iOS Android - Google
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Thank you

► Please email me with your suggestions and comments: 

► Johnathon.Ehsani@jhu.edu 

► DCooke@dol.wa.gov

mailto:Johnathon.Ehsani@jhu.edu
mailto:DCooke@dol.wa.gov
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