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MORNING SESSION 

Senate Chamber, Olympia 

Monday, April 21, 2025 

 

The Senate was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by the Vice 

President Pro Tempore, Senator Lovick presiding. The Secretary 

called the roll and announced to the Vice President Pro Tempore 

that all Senators were present. 

The Sergeant at Arms Color Guard consisting of Pages Mr. 

Grayson Wulff and Mr. Max Cutts, presented the Colors. 

Page Miss Maya Edwards led the Senate in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 
The prayer was offered by Pastor Roy Swihart of the Cowboy 

Church, Bow. Pastor Swihart was a guest of Senator Wagoner. 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
The Senate observed a moment of silence in memory of 

Senator Bill Ramos, who passed away April 19, 2025. 

 

MOTIONS 

 

On motion of Senator Riccelli, the reading of the Journal of the 

previous day was dispensed with and it was approved. 

On motion of Senator Riccelli, the Senate advanced to the 

fourth order of business. 

 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
 

April 18, 2025 
MR. PRESIDENT: 
The House has passed: 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1119, 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

April 18, 2025 
MR. PRESIDENT: 
The Speaker has signed: 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5101, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5102, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5104, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5110, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5165, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5191, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5199, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5224, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5245, 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5281, 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5294, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5334, 

ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 

5337, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5351, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5361, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5375, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5435, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5455, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5473, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5478, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5485, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5492, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5494, 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5509, 

ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 5529, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5543, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5545, 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5557, 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5611, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5616, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5632, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5669, 

ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 5689, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5702, 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5714, 

SENATE BILL NO. 5716, 

ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 

5745, 

SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL NO. 8004, 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 8201, 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 

 
April 19, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 
The House has passed: 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 2044, 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

April 19, 2025 
MR. PRESIDENT: 
The House concurred in the Senate amendments to the following 
bills and passed the bills as amended by the Senate: 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1009, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1018, 

SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1023, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1039, 

SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1079, 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1106, 

ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 

1213, 

SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1253, 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1258, 

ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL NO. 1382, 

SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1392, 

SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1418, 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1562, 

HOUSE BILL NO. 1573, 

SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1576, 

SECOND SUBSTITUTE HOUSE BILL NO. 1587, 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

April 19, 2025 
MR. PRESIDENT: 
The House has passed HOUSE BILL NO. 1552. 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

April 19, 2025 
MR. PRESIDENT: 
The House has passed HOUSE BILL NO. 2050. 



2 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

and the same are herewith transmitted. 
MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Riccelli, the Senate advanced to the fifth 

order of business. 

 

INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING 

 

SB 5816 by Senator Torres 

AN ACT Relating to the sale of juice grapes; amending 

RCW 15.83.010; and creating a new section. 

 

Referred to Committee on Agriculture & Natural Resources. 

 

SB 5817 by Senator Fortunato 

AN ACT Relating to creating the state elections confidence 

using rigorous examination act; amending RCW 

29A.08.010, 29A.08.350, 29A.40.091, and 29A.40.160; 

reenacting and amending RCW 46.20.117; adding a new 

section to chapter 29A.08 RCW; adding a new section to 

chapter 29A.60 RCW; and creating a new section. 

 

Referred to Committee on State Government, Tribal Affairs 

& Elections. 

 

ESHB 1119 by House Committee on Appropriations 

(originally sponsored by Goodman, and Simmons) 

AN ACT Relating to supervision compliance credit; and 

amending RCW 9.94A.717. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

ESHB 1468 by House Committee on Appropriations 

(originally sponsored by Macri, and Ormsby) 

AN ACT Relating to accounts; amending RCW 18.79.202, 

19.285.060, 28A.505.130, 43.07.370, 43.330.400, 

48.160.020, 69.51A.230, and 72.09.095; amending 1931 c 

97 s 2 (uncodified); reenacting and amending RCW 

43.79A.040, 43.79A.040, 43.84.092, and 43.84.092; adding 

new sections to chapter 72.09 RCW; creating a new section; 

repealing RCW 13.40.560, 19.385.030, 28B.50.286, 

43.07.388, 43.19.035, 43.63A.766, 43.79.574, 43.79A.041, 

43.83.360, 43.135.045, 47.76.450, 48.160.005, 82.32.800, 

and 82.45.240; providing effective dates; providing 

expiration dates; and declaring an emergency. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

SHB 1848 by House Committee on Appropriations 

(originally sponsored by Doglio, Goodman, Parshley, 

Salahuddin, and Wylie) 

AN ACT Relating to services and supports for individuals 

with traumatic brain injuries; amending RCW 46.63.110, 

74.31.040, 74.31.050, and 74.31.060; and creating a new 

section. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

SHB 1958 by House Committee on Transportation 

(originally sponsored by Fey, Wylie, and Zahn) 

AN ACT Relating to the interstate bridge replacement toll 

bond authority; amending RCW 47.10.907; and adding new 

sections to chapter 47.10 RCW. 

 

Placed on the 2nd Reading Calendar. 

 

HB 2003 by Representatives Reeves, Fitzgibbon, and Pollet 

AN ACT Relating to the Columbia river recreational salmon 

and steelhead endorsement program; adding new sections to 

chapter 77.12 RCW; and providing an effective date. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

ESHB 2061 by House Committee on Appropriations 

(originally sponsored by Fitzgibbon, Gregerson, Kloba, 

and Ramel) 

AN ACT Relating to concession fees by duty-free sales 

enterprises; amending RCW 43.384.040 and 14.08.330; 

adding a new section to chapter 43.31 RCW; adding a new 

chapter to Title 19 RCW; creating new sections; and 

providing an effective date. 

 

Referred to Committee on Ways & Means. 

 

MOTIONS 

 

On motion of Senator Riccelli, all measures listed on the 

Introduction and First Reading report were referred to the 

committees as designated with the exception of Substitute House 

Bill No. 1958 which was placed on the 2nd Reading Calendar. 

On motion of Senator Riccelli, the Senate advanced to the 

eighth order of business. 

Senator Wagoner moved adoption of the following resolution:  

 

SENATE RESOLUTION 

8655 

 

By Senators Wagoner, Braun, Conway, Goehner, Hansen, 

Hasegawa, Lovelett, Lovick, MacEwen, Muzzall, Orwall, 

Robinson, Schoesler, Shewmake, Stanford, C. Wilson, Wellman, 

Dozier, King, Pedersen, and Warnick 

 

WHEREAS, Ralph Munro, a lifelong public servant and 

former five-term Secretary of State for Washington, dedicated his 

career to improving the lives of Washingtonians through 

advocacy, policy, and compassion; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Munro began his journey in public service 

as a volunteer at the Fircrest Residential Habilitation Center in 

Pierce County, where his compassion and commitment to those 

with disabilities caught the attention of Governor Daniel Evans, 

leading to a position on the governor's staff as an advisor on 

volunteerism; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Munro became a pioneer in disability 

rights, helping pass groundbreaking legislation requiring 

Washington's public schools to serve students with physical and 

mental disabilities, a model that inspired similar federal 

legislation ensuring education for all; and 

WHEREAS, His advocacy extended beyond education, with 

efforts to make Washington's communities more accessible, 

including the introduction of curb cuts at street corners to allow 

individuals in wheelchairs to cross safely, a change that preceded 

federal accessibility requirements by two decades; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Munro played an instrumental role in 

transforming Washington's fragmented social service agencies 

into the Department of Social and Health Services, creating a 

more effective and coordinated system to serve the state's most 

vulnerable populations; and 

WHEREAS, His compassion extended to those beyond our 

borders, as he spearheaded efforts to welcome and resettle 30,000 

Vietnamese refugees in Washington following the Vietnam War, 
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demonstrating the state's commitment to providing refuge to 

those fleeing oppression and persecution; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Munro's advocacy for Washington's 

natural heritage included his pivotal role in ending orca whale 

hunts in Puget Sound, ensuring the survival of the region's iconic 

killer whale population through legal action that protected these 

magnificent creatures; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Munro served with distinction as 

Washington's Secretary of State for two decades, during which he 

upheld the highest standards of election integrity while using his 

office to champion environmental protection, disability rights, 

and the preservation of Washington's history; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Munro's passion for honoring 

Washington's heritage was evident in his leadership of the state's 

centennial celebration in 1989, when he traveled across the state 

to educate citizens about the history of state government and the 

Washington Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, His leadership saved the old Milwaukee Road 

corridor, transforming it into a vital public resource that today 

serves as part of the Great American Rail Trail, a national treasure 

for outdoor enthusiasts and a legacy that endures across 

Washington; and 

WHEREAS, His legacy lives on through the Ralph Munro 

Trail in Olympia and the Ralph Munro Institute for Civic 

Education at Western Washington University, both of which 

continue to inspire future generations of civic leaders and 

advocates; and 

WHEREAS, Ralph Munro's remarkable career and 

unwavering dedication to public service have left an indelible 

mark on the state of Washington, demonstrating that one person's 

passion and commitment can create lasting change; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the 

Washington State Senate honor and commemorate the life and 

legacy of Ralph Munro, recognizing his extraordinary 

contributions to the state of Washington and beyond; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution 

be immediately transmitted by the Secretary of the Senate to the 

family of Ralph Munro in recognition of his lasting impact on the 

people and communities of Washington. 

 

Senators Wagoner, Hansen and MacEwen spoke in favor of 

adoption of the resolution. 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the adoption of Senate Resolution No. 8655. 

The motion by Senator Wagoner carried and the resolution was 

adopted by voice vote. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
The Vice President Pro Tempore welcomed former Secretary 

of State Sam Reed who were seated in the gallery. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
The Vice President Pro Tempore welcomed and introduced 

students from Hilltop Heritage Elementary School, Renton who 
were seated in the gallery. The students were guests of Senator 
Hasegawa.  

 

Senator Hasegawa announced a meeting of the Democratic 

Caucus.  

Senator Warnick announced a meeting of the Republican 

Caucus. 

 

MOTION 

 

At 11:00 a.m., on motion of Senator Riccelli, the Senate was 

declared to be at ease for the purpose of caucuses. 

 

---- 
 

The Senate was called to order at 12:20 p.m. by Vice President 
Pro Tempore Lovick. 

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Riccelli, the Senate reverted to the fourth 

order of business. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 16, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE 

BILL NO. 5014 with the following amendment(s): 5014-S.E 

AMH SGOV H2119.1 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  (1) The legislature finds that the 

electronic and physical security of election and voting 

infrastructure are of primary importance, and wishes to require 

new security requirements. The legislature further finds that: 

(a) Requiring the use of the ".gov" top-level domain on all 

websites and email communication reduces opportunities for 

confusion and cyber threats. The ".gov" top-level domain is 

managed by the United States department of homeland security 

through the cybersecurity and infrastructure security agency, is 

limited to bona fide government agencies, and features fraud 

prevention controls. There is no fee charged to adopt a ".gov" top-

level domain. 

(b) Requiring the partitioning of internal government networks, 

servers, and other supporting electronic infrastructure separate 

from other electronic equipment housed in the same location 

provides a more secure environment. Partitioning can involve 

physically or logically separating the entire auditor's office, 

including all its information technology systems and assets, or 

focusing specifically on election and voting infrastructure from 

other county assets. The goal is to reduce the risk of compromises 

that may occur on other parts of the county network. Partitioning 

also enables tighter control and monitoring of access to critical 

systems, whether it applies to the entire auditor's office or just 

election-related systems and assets. 

(c) Because the secretary of state and county election offices 

are electronically interconnected and speedy communication with 

the state when a county is under attack or has suffered a security 

breach is imperative, requiring all vendors supporting county or 

state cyber assets to communicate to the secretary of state and the 

attorney general immediately after detecting a breach or 

successful cyber attack against their assets is necessary to 

maintain security. 

(2) The legislature intends to require adoption of these security 

measures in all county election offices as soon as practicable, but 

no later than July 1, 2027. 

Sec. 2.  RCW 29A.12.050 and 2003 c 111 s 305 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

((If voting)) (1) Prior to use in conducting any primary or 

election, the secretary of state must approve systems used in the 

conduct of elections, including: 

(a) Voting systems ((or)), voting devices, or vote tallying 

systems ((are to be used for conducting a primary or election, only 

those that have the approval of the secretary of state or had been)), 
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unless approved under this chapter or the former chapter 29.34 

RCW before March 22, 1982((, may be used)); and 

(b) Any mechanical, electromechanical, or electronic 

equipment or platform, including software, firmware, or hardware 

that is used: 

(i) In issuing a ballot; 

(ii) To facilitate voters' response to a required notice; 

(iii) To provide an electronic means for submission of a ballot 

declaration signature under RCW 29A.60.165; or 

(iv) To issue, authenticate, or validate voter identification. 

((Any)) 

(2) The secretary of state may, after review, determine that a 

modification, change, or improvement to any voting system or 

component of a system ((that)) does not ((impair its accuracy, 

efficiency, or capacity or extend its function, may be made 

without)) require a full reexamination or reapproval by the 

secretary of state under RCW 29A.12.020. 

Sec. 3.  RCW 29A.12.180 and 2024 c 28 s 1 are each amended 

to read as follows: 

(1) A manufacturer or distributor of a voting system or 

component of a voting system that is certified by the secretary of 

state under RCW 29A.12.020 shall disclose to the secretary of 

state and attorney general any breach of the security of its system 

immediately following discovery of the breach if: 

(a) The breach has, or is reasonably likely to have, 

compromised the security, confidentiality, or integrity of an 

election in any state; or 

(b) Personal information of residents in any state was, or is 

reasonably believed to have been, acquired by an unauthorized 

person as a result of the breach and the personal information was 

not secured. For purposes of this subsection, "personal 

information" has the meaning given in RCW ((19.255.010)) 

19.255.005. 

(2) Every county must install and maintain an intrusion 

detection system that passively monitors its network for malicious 

traffic 24 hours a day, seven days a week, and 365 days a year by 

a qualified and trained security team with access to cyberincident 

response personnel who can assist the county in the event of a 

malicious attack. The system must support the unique security 

requirements of state, local, tribal, and territorial governments 

and possess the ability to receive cyberintelligent threat updates 

to stay ahead of evolving attack patterns. 

(3) A county auditor or county information technology director 

of any county, participating in the shared voter registration system 

operated by the secretary of state under RCW 29A.08.105 and 

29A.08.125, or operating a voting system or component of a 

voting system that is certified by the secretary of state under RCW 

29A.12.020 shall disclose to the secretary of state and attorney 

general any malicious activity or breach of the security of any of 

its information technology (IT) systems immediately following 

discovery if: 

(a) Malicious activity was detected by an information 

technology intrusion detection system (IDS), malicious domain 

blocking and reporting system, or endpoint security software, 

used by the county, the county auditor, or the county election 

office; 

(b) A breach has, or is reasonably likely to have, compromised 

the security, confidentiality, or integrity of election systems, 

information technology systems used by the county staff to 

manage and support the administration of elections, or peripheral 

information technology systems that support the auditor's office 

in the office's day-to-day activities; 

(c) The breach has, or is reasonably likely to have, 

compromised the security, confidentiality, or integrity of an 

election within the state; or 

(d) Personal information of residents in any state was, or is 

reasonably believed to have been, acquired by an unauthorized 

person as a result of the breach and the personal information was 

not secured. For purposes of this subsection, "personal 

information" has the meaning given in RCW 19.255.005. 

(4) A manufacturer of, distributor of, or organization 

contracted to provide support to, the voter registration database 

system required by RCW 29A.08.125, the official voter list 

required by RCW 29A.08.105, or systems or components of the 

voter registration system used by the secretary of state shall 

disclose to the secretary of state and attorney general any security 

breach of any of that organization's systems immediately 

following discovery of the breach if: 

(a) The breach has, or is reasonably likely to have, 

compromised the security, confidentiality, or integrity of an 

election in any state; or 

(b) Personal information of residents in any state was, or is 

reasonably believed to have been, acquired by an unauthorized 

person as a result of the breach and the personal information was 

not secured. For purposes of this subsection, "personal 

information" has the meaning given in RCW 19.255.005. 

(5) For purposes of this section: 

(a) "Malicious activity" means an external or internal threat that 

is designed to damage, disrupt, or compromise an information 

technology network, as well as the hardware and applications that 

reside on the network, thereby impacting performance, data 

integrity, and the confidentiality of data on the network. Threats 

include viruses, ransomware, trojan horses, worms, malware, data 

loss, or the disabling or removing of information technology 

security systems. 

(b) "Security breach" means a breach of the election system, 

information technology systems used to administer and support 

the election process, or associated data where the system or 

associated data has been penetrated, accessed, or manipulated by 

an unauthorized person. The definition of breach includes all 

unauthorized access to systems by external or internal personnel 

or organizations, including personnel employed by a county or 

the state providing access to systems that have the potential to 

lead to a breach. 

(((5))) (6) Notification under this section must be made in the 

most expedient time possible and without unreasonable delay. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 4.  A new section is added to chapter 

29A.12 RCW to read as follows: 

Each county auditor shall implement no later than July 1, 2027, 

cybersecurity measures including but not limited to: 

(1) Implementation and adoption of the ".gov" top-level 

domain available through the United States department of 

homeland security through the cybersecurity and infrastructure 

security agency for all election and voting systems and 

infrastructure. This adoption is required for election and voting 

systems and websites and may include all county cyber assets and 

email domains. 

(2) Partitioning the entire auditor's office, including all of its 

information technology systems and assets, or specifically 

partitioning election and voting information technology 

infrastructure from other county assets. The secretary of state 

shall consult with county auditors on which systems and assets 

need to be partitioned or technologically isolated and protected. 

Eliminating threat actors from moving laterally within a network 

to target election-related capabilities is paramount. The secretary 

of state may extend the deadline for a county auditor to comply 

with this subsection if more time is necessary for implementation. 

(3) Isolation of all ballot counting equipment and voting system 

components as defined in RCW 29A.12.005 from any other 

network including: 

(a) Internal networks within a county election office; 

(b) Printer sharing networks external to the ballot counting 
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system; 

(c) The internet, world wide web, or other similar networks; 

(d) Wifi and radio connectivity; 

(e) Wired connectivity; and 

(f) Any telephonic or other connectivity. 

(4) No configuration of voting systems to: 

(a) Establish a connection to an external network; or 

(b) Connect to any device external to the voting system. 

(5) Purchase of voting systems that include documentation 

listing security configurations and network security best practices 

and operating those systems used for conducting primaries and 

elections in a manner consistent with that documentation. 

(6) Restricting all data transfers from any voting system to 

using single use, previously erased devices that contain no 

information prior to connection with the system. This includes 

pen drives, flash memory drives, memory sticks, and any other 

removal media used to transfer data. Devices used in data transfer 

must either be provided by the secretary of state to the county 

auditor for single use, or the media must be overwritten by the 

county auditor by following guidelines for media sanitization 

defined in rules promulgated by the secretary of state." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Boehnke moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5014. 

Senator Boehnke spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Boehnke that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5014. 

The motion by Senator Boehnke carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5014 by voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Engrossed Substitute Senate 

Bill No. 5014, as amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Engrossed 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5014, as amended by the House, and 

the bill passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 48; Nays, 

0; Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 

Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Riccelli, Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, 

Short, Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

 

ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5014, as 

amended by the House, having received the constitutional 

majority, was declared passed.  There being no objection, the 

title of the bill was ordered to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
March 26, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5025 

with the following amendment(s): 5025-S AMH ED H1977.1 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"Sec. 1.   RCW 28A.410.271 and 2017 c 34 s 1 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this 

section unless the context clearly requires otherwise. 

(a) "Educational ((interpreters" means school district 

employees)) interpreter" means a person, whether certificated or 

classified, providing sign language interpretation, transliteration, 

or both, and further explanation of concepts introduced by the 

teacher for students who are deaf, deaf-blind, or hard of hearing. 

(b) "Educational interpreter assessment" means an assessment 

that includes both written assessment and performance 

assessment that is offered by a national organization of 

professional sign language interpreters and transliterators, and is 

designed to assess performance in more than one sign system or 

sign language. 

(c) "Interpretation" means conveying one language in the form 

of another language. 

(d) "Transliteration" means conveying one language in a 

different modality of the same language. 

(2) The professional educator standards board shall: 

(a) Adopt standards for educational interpreters ((and identify)) 

including, as necessary, separate standards for deaf and deaf-blind 

educational interpreters; 

(b) Identify and publicize educational interpreter assessments 

that are available and meet the requirements in this section; ((and 

(b))) (c) Establish a full performance standard and a limited 

performance standard for each educational interpreter assessment 

for the purposes of this section, defining what constitutes a 

minimum assessment result((. 

(3)(a))); and 

(d) Establish criteria for educational interpreter certifications 

based on meeting the standards established under this subsection. 

(3)(a) The professional educator standards board shall establish 

certificates for deaf and deaf-blind educational interpreters based 

on criteria established under subsection (2) of this section. 

(b)(i) Each category of certificates established under (a) of this 

subsection must be categorized as follows: 

(A) A certificate granted to an individual who has met the 

limited performance standard but has not met the full 

performance standard for an educational interpreter assessment 

under subsection (2)(c) of this section is considered a limited 

certificate and may only have a period of validity of up to five 

years from the date of the issuance of the certificate; and 

(B) A certificate granted to an individual who has met the full 

performance standard for an educational interpreter assessment 

under subsection (2)(c) of this section is considered a full 

certificate and has a period of validity as determined by the 

professional educator standards board. 

(ii) The professional educator standards board may adopt rules 

that add additional requirements for educational interpreters who 

have not previously worked in a role as an educational interpreter 

prior to September 1, 2026. 

(c) By December 1, 2026, and annually thereafter, the 

professional educator standards board shall make data publicly 

available relating to educational interpreter certification 

including, but not limited to, the number of each type of certificate 

granted, demographic information of certificate recipients, and 
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the geographic distribution of certificate grantees. 

(4)(a) Through the end of the 2026-27 school year, educational 

interpreters must have successfully achieved the performance 

standard established by the professional educator standards board 

on one of the educational interpreter assessments identified by the 

board. An educational interpreter who has not successfully 

achieved such a performance standard may provide or continue 

providing educational interpreter services to students subject to 

the requirements of (c) of this subsection. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided by this section, by the 

beginning of the ((2016-17)) 2027-28 school year, educational 

interpreters ((who are employed by school districts)) must have 

successfully ((achieved the performance standard)) obtained a 

certificate established by the professional educator standards 

board ((on one of the educational interpreter assessments 

identified by the board)) under subsection (3) of this section. 

Evaluations and assessments for educational interpreters for 

which the board has not established a performance standard or 

certificate may be obtained as supplemental demonstrations of 

professional proficiency but may not be used as evidence of 

compliance with this subsection (((3)(a))) (4)(b). 

(((b) An)) (c) Beginning in the 2027-28 school year, an 

educational interpreter who has not successfully ((achieved the 

performance standard required by (a) of this subsection)) obtained 

a limited certificate may provide or continue providing 

educational interpreter services to students for one calendar year 

after receipt of his or her most recent educational interpreter 

assessment results, or ((eighteen)) 18 months after completing his 

or her most recent educational interpreter assessment, whichever 

period is longer, if he or she can demonstrate to the satisfaction 

of the employing school or school district, ongoing efforts to 

successfully achieve the ((required performance standard)) full 

certificate established under subsection (3) of this section. In 

making a determination under this subsection (((3)(b))) (4)(c), the 

employing school or school district may consult with the 

professional educator standards board. For purposes of this 

subsection (((3)(b))) (4)(c), "educational interpreter" includes 

persons employed as educational interpreters before the 2016-17 

school year. 

(((4) By December 31, 2013, the professional educator 

standards board shall recommend to the education committees of 

the house of representatives and the senate how to appropriately 

use the national interpreter certification and the educational 

interpreter performance assessment for educational interpreters in 

Washington public schools)) (d) The professional educator 

standards board may adopt rules to limit the number of times an 

educational interpreter may take an educational interpreter 

assessment for the purposes of qualifying for a certificate under 

this section. 

(5) When conducting the activities required under subsection 

(2) of this section and drafting any rules to implement this section, 

the professional educator standards board must consult with a 

college or university that provides interpreter training in 

Washington and that is accredited by an accrediting association 

recognized by the student achievement council under its rules. 

(6) The provisions of this section do not apply to educational 

interpreters employed to interpret a sign system or sign language, 

including nonsigning interpretation such as oral interpreting, 

computer-assisted real time captioning, and cued speech 

transliteration, for which an educational interpreter assessment 

either does not exist or, as determined by the professional 

educator standards board, is not capable of being evaluated by the 

board for suitability as a performance standard in Washington." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Wellman moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 5025. 

Senator Wellman spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Wellman that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5025. 

The motion by Senator Wellman carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5025 by voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5025, as amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5025, as amended by the House, and the bill 

passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 48; Nays, 0; 

Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 

Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Riccelli, Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, 

Short, Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5025, as amended by the 

House, having received the constitutional majority, was declared 

passed.  There being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered 

to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 14, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5323 

with the following amendment(s): 5323-S AMH CS H2062.1 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"Sec. 1.   RCW 9A.56.150 and 2009 c 431 s 12 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) A person is guilty of possessing stolen property in the first 

degree if he or she possesses stolen property, other than a firearm 

as defined in RCW 9.41.010 or a motor vehicle, which 

((exceeds)): 

(a) Exceeds five thousand dollars in value; or 

(b) Was property or equipment used by firefighters or 

emergency medical service providers that is critical to their work 

in an emergency setting and taken from a fire station, fire 

department vehicle, or emergency medical services building, 

facility, structure, or vehicle; and 

(i) The loss of the property or equipment significantly hindered 

or delayed the firefighter's or emergency medical service 

provider's ability to respond to an ongoing emergency; or 

(ii) The property or equipment exceeds $1,000 in value. 

(2) Possessing stolen property in the first degree is a class B 
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felony. 

Sec. 2.   RCW 9A.56.030 and 2017 c 266 s 10 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) Except as provided in RCW 9A.56.400, a person is guilty 

of theft in the first degree if he or she commits theft of: 

(a) Property or services which exceed(s) five thousand dollars 

in value other than a firearm as defined in RCW 9.41.010; 

(b) Property of any value, other than a firearm as defined in 

RCW 9.41.010 or a motor vehicle, taken from the person of 

another; 

(c) A search and rescue dog, as defined in RCW 9.91.175, 

while the search and rescue dog is on duty; ((or)) 

(d) Commercial metal property, nonferrous metal property, or 

private metal property, ((as those terms are defined in RCW 

19.290.010,)) and the costs of the damage to the owner's property 

exceed five thousand dollars in value; or 

(e) Property or equipment used by firefighters or emergency 

medical service providers that is critical to their work in an 

emergency setting and taken from a fire station, fire department 

vehicle, or emergency medical services building, facility, 

structure, or vehicle; and 

(i) The loss of the property or equipment significantly hindered 

or delayed the firefighter's or emergency medical service 

provider's ability to respond to an ongoing emergency; or 

(ii) The property or equipment exceeds $1,000 in value. 

(2) Theft in the first degree is a class B felony." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Warnick moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 5323. 

Senator Warnick spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Warnick that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5323. 

The motion by Senator Warnick carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5323 by voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5323, as amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5323, as amended by the House, and the bill 

passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 48; Nays, 0; 

Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 

Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Riccelli, Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, 

Short, Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5323, as amended by the 

House, having received the constitutional majority, was declared 

passed.  There being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered 

to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 10, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 5559 

with the following amendment(s): 5559.E AMH APP H2168.2 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"Sec. 1.   RCW 58.17.020 and 2002 c 262 s 1 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

As used in this chapter, unless the context or subject matter 

clearly requires otherwise, the words or phrases defined in this 

section shall have the indicated meanings. 

(1) "Subdivision" is the division or redivision of land into five 

or more lots, tracts, parcels, sites, or divisions for the purpose of 

sale, lease, or transfer of ownership, except as provided in 

subsection (6) of this section. 

(2) "Plat" is a map or representation of a subdivision, showing 

thereon the division of a tract or parcel of land into lots, blocks, 

streets and alleys, or other divisions and dedications. 

(3) "Dedication" is the deliberate appropriation of land by an 

owner for any general and public uses, reserving to himself or 

herself no other rights than such as are compatible with the full 

exercise and enjoyment of the public uses to which the property 

has been devoted. The intention to dedicate shall be evidenced by 

the owner by the presentment for filing of a final plat or short plat 

showing the dedication thereon; and, the acceptance by the public 

shall be evidenced by the approval of such plat for filing by the 

appropriate governmental unit. 

A dedication of an area of less than two acres for use as a public 

park may include a designation of a name for the park, in honor 

of a deceased individual of good character. 

(4) "Preliminary plat" is a neat and approximate drawing of a 

proposed subdivision showing the general layout of streets and 

alleys, lots, blocks, and other elements of a subdivision consistent 

with the requirements of this chapter. The preliminary plat shall 

be the basis for the approval or disapproval of the general layout 

of a subdivision. 

(5) "Final plat" is the final drawing of the subdivision and 

dedication prepared for filing for record with the county auditor 

and containing all elements and requirements set forth in this 

chapter and in local regulations adopted under this chapter. 

(6) "Short subdivision" is the division or redivision of land into 

four or fewer lots, tracts, parcels, sites, or divisions for the 

purpose of sale, lease, or transfer of ownership. However, the 

legislative authority of any city or town may by local ordinance 

increase the number of lots, tracts, or parcels to be regulated as 

short subdivisions to a maximum of nine. The legislative 

authority of any county planning under RCW 36.70A.040 that has 

adopted a comprehensive plan and development regulations in 

compliance with chapter 36.70A RCW may by ordinance 

increase the number of lots, tracts, or parcels to be regulated as 

short subdivisions to a maximum of nine in any urban growth 

area. 

(7) "Binding site plan" means a drawing to a scale specified by 

local ordinance which: (a) Identifies and shows the areas and 

locations of all streets, roads, improvements, utilities, open 

spaces, and any other matters specified by local regulations; (b) 

contains inscriptions or attachments setting forth such appropriate 

limitations and conditions for the use of the land as are established 
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by the local government body having authority to approve the site 

plan; and (c) contains provisions making any development be in 

conformity with the site plan. 

(8) "Short plat" is the map or representation of a short 

subdivision. 

(9) "Lot" is a fractional part of divided lands having fixed 

boundaries, being of sufficient area and dimension to meet 

minimum zoning requirements for width and area. The term shall 

include tracts or parcels. 

(10) "Block" is a group of lots, tracts, or parcels within well 

defined and fixed boundaries. 

(11) "County treasurer" shall be as defined in chapter 36.29 

RCW or the office or person assigned such duties under a county 

charter. 

(12) "County auditor" shall be as defined in chapter 36.22 

RCW or the office or person assigned such duties under a county 

charter. 

(13) "County road engineer" shall be as defined in chapter 

36.40 RCW or the office or person assigned such duties under a 

county charter. 

(14) "Planning commission" means that body as defined in 

chapter 36.70, 35.63, or 35A.63 RCW as designated by the 

legislative body to perform a planning function or that body 

assigned such duties and responsibilities under a city or county 

charter. 

(15) "County commissioner" shall be as defined in chapter 

36.32 RCW or the body assigned such duties under a county 

charter. 

(16) "Parent lot" means a residential lot that is subdivided into 

unit lots through the unit lot subdivision process. 

(17) "Unit lot" means a subdivided lot within a residential 

development as created from a parent lot and approved through 

the unit lot subdivision process. 

(18) "Unit lot subdivision" means a subdivision or short 

subdivision proposed as part of a residential development project 

that meets the development standards applicable to the parent lot 

at the time the application is vested, but which may result in 

development on one or more individual unit lots becoming 

nonconforming as to specified land use and development 

standards based on the analysis of the individual unit lot. By June 

30, 2026, all unit lot subdivisions shall require notification to 

purchasers of their legal status as further described in RCW 

58.17.060. 

(19) "Clear and objective design and development standards" 

means locally adopted development regulations that involve no 

personal or subjective judgment by a public official, and are 

ascertainable by reference to measurable written or graphic 

criteria available and knowable to the permit applicant, the public, 

and public officials prior to submittal. 

Sec. 2.   RCW 58.17.060 and 2023 c 337 s 11 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) The legislative body of a city, town, or county shall adopt 

regulations and procedures, and appoint administrative personnel 

for the summary approval of short plats and short subdivisions or 

alteration or vacation thereof. When an alteration or vacation 

involves a public dedication, the alteration or vacation shall be 

processed as provided in RCW 58.17.212 or 58.17.215. Such 

regulations shall be adopted by ordinance and shall provide that a 

short plat and short subdivision may be approved only if written 

findings that are appropriate, as provided in RCW 58.17.110, are 

made by the administrative personnel, and may contain wholly 

different requirements than those governing the approval of 

preliminary and final plats of subdivisions and may require 

surveys and monumentations and shall require filing of a short 

plat, or alteration or vacation thereof, for record in the office of 

the county auditor: PROVIDED, That such regulations must 

contain a requirement that land in short subdivisions may not be 

further divided in any manner within a period of five years 

without the filing of a final plat, except that when the short plat 

contains fewer than four parcels, nothing in this section shall 

prevent the owner who filed the short plat from filing an alteration 

within the five-year period to create up to a total of four lots 

within the original short plat boundaries: PROVIDED 

FURTHER, That such regulations are not required to contain a 

penalty clause as provided in RCW 36.32.120 and may provide 

for wholly injunctive relief. 

An ordinance requiring a survey shall require that the survey 

be completed and filed with the application for approval of the 

short subdivision. 

(2) Cities, towns, and counties shall include in their short plat 

regulations and procedures pursuant to subsection (1) of this 

section provisions for considering sidewalks and other planning 

features that assure safe walking conditions for students who walk 

to and from school. 

(3) All cities((,)) and towns((, and counties shall include in their 

short plat regulations)) located in a county planning under RCW 

36.70A.040 shall adopt or enact procedures for unit lot 

subdivisions ((allowing division of a parent lot into separately 

owned unit lots)). Portions of the parent lot not subdivided for 

individual unit lots shall be owned in common by the owners of 

the individual unit lots, or by a homeowners' association 

comprised of the owners of the individual unit lots. 

(a) These procedures shall include, at a minimum, the 

requirement that prominent informational notes be placed on the 

unit lot subdivision's plat, and recorded in the county or counties 

in which such land is located, to acknowledge each of the 

following: 

(i) Approval of the design and layout of the unit lot's housing 

development project was granted based on detailed review of that 

specified project, as a whole, on the parent lot, including specific 

reference to the applicable permit or file number for that specified 

project; 

(ii) Subsequent subdivision actions, additions, or 

modifications to the unit lot housing development project's 

structures may not create or increase any nonconformity of the 

parent lot as a whole, and shall conform to the approved unit lot 

housing development project or to the land use and development 

standards in effect at the time of the proposed actions, additions, 

or modifications; 

(iii) If a structure or portion of a structure within the unit lot 

housing development project has been damaged or destroyed, any 

repair, reconstruction, or replacement of any structure shall 

conform to the approved unit lot housing development project or 

to the land use and development standards in effect at the time the 

proposed repair, reconstruction, or replacement project's permit 

application becomes vested; and 

(iv) Additional development or redevelopment of the 

individual unit lots may be limited as a result of the application 

of development standards to the parent lot. 

(b) These procedures shall also: 

(i) Not require any public predecision meeting or hearing, nor 

any design review other than administrative design review, except 

for those required to comply with state law, including chapter 

90.58 RCW. A city must ensure that the community and property 

owners within 250 feet of the unit lot to be subdivided are 

provided notice consistent with RCW 36.70B.110 of how to 

provide written comments to the administrative decision maker, 

including through notice posted on the closest public sidewalk or 

roadway; 

(ii) Apply only clear and objective design and development 

standards; 

(iii) Be logically integrated with the application, review, and 



 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 9 

NINETY NINTH DAY, APRIL 21, 2025 2025 REGULAR SESSION 

approval procedures that apply to the underlying unit lot housing 

development project to the greatest extent feasible; and 

(iv) Be specifically subject to the maximum time period for 

local government actions as set forth in RCW 36.70B.080, unless 

extended pursuant to project-specific mutual agreement as 

permitted by RCW 36.70B.080. 

(c) After the deadlines in (e) of this subsection, no city or town 

subject to this section may decline to accept, process, or approve 

an application for a unit lot subdivision, consistent with the 

procedural requirements of (a) and (b) of this subsection, solely 

because that city or town has not completed adoption or 

enactment of the procedures required under this section. 

(d) Nothing in this section: 

(i) Prohibits a city or county from applying public health, 

safety, building code, and environmental permitting requirements 

to a development project that is subject to or integrated with a unit 

lot subdivision process; 

(ii) Requires a city or county to authorize a development 

project or a unit lot subdivision in a location where development 

is restricted under other laws, rules, or ordinances, such as in 

locations where development is limited as a result of physical 

proximity to on-site sewage system infrastructure, critical areas, 

or other unsuitable physical characteristics of a property. 

(e) Cities and towns that are required to submit their next 

comprehensive plan update in 2027 pursuant to RCW 36.70A.130 

must adopt or amend by ordinance, and incorporate into their 

development regulations, zoning regulations, and other official 

controls, the requirements of this section in their next 

comprehensive plan update. All other cities and towns must 

implement the requirements of this section within two years of 

the effective date of this section. 

(f) Nothing in this subsection alters the vesting requirements 

set forth in RCW 58.17.033." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Lovelett moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5559. 

Senators Lovelett and Torres spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Lovelett that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill No. 

5559. 

The motion by Senator Lovelett carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill 

No. 5559 by voice vote.  

 

MOTION 

 

On motion of Senator Wagoner, Senator Fortunato was 

excused.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Engrossed Senate Bill No. 

5559, as amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Engrossed 

Senate Bill No. 5559, as amended by the House, and the bill 

passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 48; Nays, 0; 

Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 

Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Riccelli, Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, 

Short, Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

 

ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 5559, as amended by the 

House, having received the constitutional majority, was declared 

passed.  There being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered 

to stand as the title of the act. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

 
The Vice President Pro Tempore welcomed and introduced 

members of the students from Cascade Elementary School, 
Renton who were seated in the gallery. The students were guests 
of Senator Hasegawa. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 10, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5579 

with the following amendment(s): 5579-S AMH ENGR H2102.E 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  The legislature finds that public 

communications and notices to health plan members by carriers, 

health care providers, or health care facilities during contract 

negotiations have created concerns for enrollees, patients, and 

affected communities. Therefore, the legislature intends to 

provide consistent policies for communication with enrollees and 

affected communities regarding potential contract terminations. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.  A new section is added to chapter 

48.43 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) In the case of a provider contract that is expiring by its own 

terms or for which one party has given notice to the other party of 

an intended termination without cause in accordance with the 

terms of the provider contract, neither the health care provider, 

the health care facility, any health care provider employed by, 

contracted with, or otherwise affiliated with the facility, nor the 

carrier may make or cause to be made public statements, 

including by directly communicating with impacted health plan 

enrollees and patients, regarding such expiration or termination 

until 45 days prior to the termination date, unless: (a) The 

disclosure is required to satisfy a specific legal obligation; or (b) 

the expiration or termination has already been disclosed publicly 

because of a legal obligation. Communications exclusively with 

the governor, legislators, or state agency staff regarding a 

potential or intended contract termination do not constitute a 

public statement. 

(2) Nothing in this section requires a carrier, health care 

facility, or health care provider to provide notice of a potential 

termination to enrollees, unless required to do so as a regulatory 

or legal requirement. 

(3) Public statements or communication with health plan 

enrollees or patients by a carrier, health care facility, or health 

care provider may not occur prior to the date the carrier, health 

care facility, or health care provider has given written notice of 

the termination to the other party, unless agreed upon by both 
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parties. 

(4)(a) By December 1, 2025, the commissioner, in consultation 

with health carriers, health care providers, health care facilities, 

and consumers, must develop standard template language for 

notices sent to health plan enrollees and patients by health 

carriers, health care providers, or health care facilities pursuant to 

this section. The standard template language must be posted on 

the commissioner's website. 

(b) Notices developed pursuant to this section must include, at 

a minimum: 

(i) A reference to the specific facility or facilities by name that 

would be affected by the potential contract termination or 

expiration and an indication of whether the potential termination 

or expiration would apply to hospital-based providers; 

(ii) Direction to enrollees related to appointments that are 

scheduled past the date of the potential contract termination or 

expiration date; and 

(iii) Information concerning the enrollee's continuity of care 

rights pursuant to the federal no surprises act, 42 U.S.C. Sec. 

300gg-111. 

(c) Notices sent to enrollees or patients that solely utilize the 

template language developed pursuant to this section are not 

subject to review or approval. Notices to enrollees or patients that 

do not utilize the template language in full, or add to or revise the 

language of the template developed pursuant to this section, must 

be reviewed and approved by the commissioner before being used 

in any manner. 

(5) By January 1, 2027, the requirements of this section must 

be included in all provider contracts. The commissioner must 

develop template language for inclusion in provider contracts by 

rule. 

(6)(a) The commissioner is authorized to enforce the provisions 

of this act related to carriers on or after January 1, 2026. In 

addition to the enforcement actions authorized under RCW 

48.02.080, the commissioner may impose a civil monetary 

penalty in an amount not to exceed $100 for each day that a notice 

has been sent to enrollees in advance of the 45-day period 

established in subsection (1) of this section for each enrollee to 

whom the notice has been sent. 

(b) If the commissioner has cause to believe that any health 

care provider or health care facility has violated this section, the 

commissioner may submit information to the department of 

health, another appropriate health care facility licensing entity, or 

the appropriate health profession disciplining authority for action. 

The commissioner may provide the health care provider or health 

care facility with an opportunity to explain why the actions in 

question did not violate this section. 

(c) If any health care provider or health care facility violates 

this section, the department of health, other appropriate health 

care facility licensing entity, or the appropriate health profession 

disciplining authority may levy a fine or cost recovery upon the 

health care provider or health care facility in an amount not to 

exceed the applicable statutory amount per violation and take 

other action as permitted under the authority of the department of 

health or disciplining authority. Upon completion of its review of 

any potential violation submitted by the commissioner, the 

department of health or the disciplining authority shall notify the 

commissioner of the results of the review, including whether the 

violation was substantiated and any enforcement action taken as 

a result of a finding of a substantiated violation. 

(7) For the purposes of this section, "provider contract" means 

a written contract between a carrier and a health care provider or 

health care facility, as they are defined in RCW 48.43.005, for 

any health care services rendered to an enrollee. 

(8) This section does not apply to a provider contract that is 

expiring or being terminated by an independent individual 

provider or an independent single-specialty or multispecialty 

group practice of five or fewer providers, whether due to a 

provider's retirement or some other reason. For purposes of this 

subsection, "independent" means a provider that is not employed 

by or affiliated with a hospital or multihospital health system. 

Sec. 3.  RCW 41.05.017 and 2024 c 251 s 5 and 2024 c 242 s 

10 are each reenacted and amended to read as follows: 

Each health plan that provides medical insurance offered under 

this chapter, including plans created by insuring entities, plans not 

subject to the provisions of Title 48 RCW, and plans created 

under RCW 41.05.140, are subject to the provisions of RCW 

48.43.500, 70.02.045, 48.43.505 through 48.43.535, 48.43.537, 

48.43.545, 48.43.550, 70.02.110, 70.02.900, 48.43.190, 

48.43.083, 48.43.0128, 48.43.780, 48.43.435, 48.43.815, 

48.200.020 through 48.200.280, 48.200.300 through 48.200.320, 

48.43.440, section 2 of this act, and chapter 48.49 RCW. 

Sec. 4.   RCW 18.130.180 and 2024 c 220 s 2 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

Except as provided in RCW 18.130.450, the following conduct, 

acts, or conditions constitute unprofessional conduct for any 

license holder under the jurisdiction of this chapter: 

(1) The commission of any act involving moral turpitude, 

dishonesty, or corruption relating to the practice of the person's 

profession, whether the act constitutes a crime or not. If the act 

constitutes a crime, conviction in a criminal proceeding is not a 

condition precedent to disciplinary action. Upon such a 

conviction, however, the judgment and sentence is conclusive 

evidence at the ensuing disciplinary hearing of the guilt of the 

license holder of the crime described in the indictment or 

information, and of the person's violation of the statute on which 

it is based. For the purposes of this section, conviction includes 

all instances in which a plea of guilty or nolo contendere is the 

basis for the conviction and all proceedings in which the sentence 

has been deferred or suspended. Nothing in this section abrogates 

rights guaranteed under chapter 9.96A RCW; 

(2) Misrepresentation or concealment of a material fact in 

obtaining a license or in reinstatement thereof; 

(3) All advertising which is false, fraudulent, or misleading; 

(4) Incompetence, negligence, or malpractice which results in 

injury to a patient or which creates an unreasonable risk that a 

patient may be harmed. The use of a nontraditional treatment by 

itself shall not constitute unprofessional conduct, provided that it 

does not result in injury to a patient or create an unreasonable risk 

that a patient may be harmed; 

(5) Suspension, revocation, or restriction of the individual's 

license to practice any health care profession by competent 

authority in any state, federal, or foreign jurisdiction, a certified 

copy of the order, stipulation, or agreement being conclusive 

evidence of the revocation, suspension, or restriction; 

(6) The possession, use, prescription for use, or distribution of 

controlled substances or legend drugs in any way other than for 

legitimate or therapeutic purposes, diversion of controlled 

substances or legend drugs, the violation of any drug law, or 

prescribing controlled substances for oneself; 

(7) Violation of any state or federal statute or administrative 

rule regulating the profession in question, including any statute or 

rule defining or establishing standards of patient care or 

professional conduct or practice; 

(8) Failure to cooperate with the disciplining authority by: 

(a) Not furnishing any papers, documents, records, or other 

items; 

(b) Not furnishing in writing a full and complete explanation 

covering the matter contained in the complaint filed with the 

disciplining authority; 

(c) Not responding to subpoenas issued by the disciplining 

authority, whether or not the recipient of the subpoena is the 
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accused in the proceeding; or 

(d) Not providing reasonable and timely access for authorized 

representatives of the disciplining authority seeking to perform 

practice reviews at facilities utilized by the license holder; 

(9) Failure to comply with an order issued by the disciplining 

authority or a stipulation for informal disposition entered into 

with the disciplining authority; 

(10) Aiding or abetting an unlicensed person to practice when 

a license is required; 

(11) Violations of rules established by any health agency; 

(12) Practice beyond the scope of practice as defined by law or 

rule; 

(13) Misrepresentation or fraud in any aspect of the conduct of 

the business or profession; 

(14) Failure to adequately supervise auxiliary staff to the extent 

that the consumer's health or safety is at risk; 

(15) Engaging in a profession involving contact with the public 

while suffering from a contagious or infectious disease involving 

serious risk to public health; 

(16) Promotion for personal gain of any unnecessary or 

inefficacious drug, device, treatment, procedure, or service; 

(17) Conviction of any gross misdemeanor or felony relating to 

the practice of the person's profession. For the purposes of this 

subsection, conviction includes all instances in which a plea of 

guilty or nolo contendere is the basis for conviction and all 

proceedings in which the sentence has been deferred or 

suspended. Nothing in this section abrogates rights guaranteed 

under chapter 9.96A RCW; 

(18) The offering, undertaking, or agreeing to cure or treat 

disease by a secret method, procedure, treatment, or medicine, or 

the treating, operating, or prescribing for any health condition by 

a method, means, or procedure which the licensee refuses to 

divulge upon demand of the disciplining authority; 

(19) The willful betrayal of a practitioner-patient privilege as 

recognized by law; 

(20) Violation of chapter 19.68 RCW or a pattern of violations 

of RCW 41.05.700(8), 48.43.735(8), 48.49.020, 48.49.030, 

71.24.335(8), or 74.09.325(8); 

(21) Interference with an investigation or disciplinary 

proceeding by willful misrepresentation of facts before the 

disciplining authority or its authorized representative, or by the 

use of threats or harassment against any patient or witness to 

prevent them from providing evidence in a disciplinary 

proceeding or any other legal action, or by the use of financial 

inducements to any patient or witness to prevent or attempt to 

prevent him or her from providing evidence in a disciplinary 

proceeding; 

(22) Current misuse of: 

(a) Alcohol; 

(b) Controlled substances; or 

(c) Legend drugs; 

(23) Abuse of a client or patient or sexual contact with a client 

or patient; 

(24) Acceptance of more than a nominal gratuity, hospitality, 

or subsidy offered by a representative or vendor of medical or 

health-related products or services intended for patients, in 

contemplation of a sale or for use in research publishable in 

professional journals, where a conflict of interest is presented, as 

defined by rules of the disciplining authority, in consultation with 

the department, based on recognized professional ethical 

standards; 

(25) Violation of RCW 18.130.420; 

(26) Performing conversion therapy on a patient under age 

eighteen; 

(27) Violation of RCW 18.130.430; 

(28) Violation of RCW 18.130.460; ((or)) 

(29) Violation of section 2 of this act; or 

(30) Implanting the license holder's own gametes or 

reproductive material into a patient. 

Sec. 5.   RCW 70.41.510 and 2019 c 427 s 18 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

If the insurance commissioner reports to the department that he 

or she has cause to believe that a hospital has engaged in a pattern 

of violations of RCW 48.49.020 or 48.49.030 or has violated 

section 2 of this act, and the report is substantiated after 

investigation, the department may levy a fine upon the hospital in 

an amount not to exceed one thousand dollars per violation and 

take other formal or informal disciplinary action as permitted 

under the authority of the department. 

Sec. 6.   RCW 70.42.162 and 2019 c 427 s 20 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

If the insurance commissioner reports to the department that he 

or she has cause to believe that a medical ((testing 

F:\Journal\2025 Journal\Journal2025\LegDay099\test.doc)) test 

site has engaged in a pattern of violations of RCW 48.49.020 or 

48.49.030 or has violated section 2 of this act, and the report is 

substantiated after investigation, the department may levy a fine 

upon the medical ((testing F:\Journal\2025 

Journal\Journal2025\LegDay099\test.doc)) test site in an amount 

not to exceed one thousand dollars per violation and take other 

formal or informal disciplinary action as permitted under the 

authority of the department. 

Sec. 7.   RCW 70.230.210 and 2019 c 427 s 19 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

If the insurance commissioner reports to the department that he 

or she has cause to believe that an ambulatory surgical facility has 

engaged in a pattern of violations of RCW 48.49.020 or 48.49.030 

or has violated section 2 of this act, and the report is substantiated 

after investigation, the department may levy a fine upon the 

ambulatory surgical facility in an amount not to exceed one 

thousand dollars per violation and take other formal or informal 

disciplinary action as permitted under the authority of the 

department. 

Sec. 8.  RCW 18.46.050 and 2024 c 121 s 2 are each amended 

to read as follows: 

(1) In any case in which the department finds that a birthing 

center has failed or refused to comply with the requirements of 

this chapter, the standards or rules adopted under this chapter, 

section 2 of this act, or other applicable state or federal statutes or 

rules regulating birthing centers, the department may take one or 

more of the actions identified in this section, except as otherwise 

limited in this section. 

(a) When the department determines the birthing center has 

previously been subject to an enforcement action for the same or 

similar type of violation of the same statute or rule, or has been 

given any previous statement of deficiency that included the same 

or similar type of violation of the same or similar statute or rule, 

or when the birthing center failed to correct noncompliance with 

a statute or rule by a date established or agreed to by the 

department, the department may impose reasonable conditions on 

a license. Conditions may include correction within a specified 

amount of time, training, or hiring a department-approved 

consultant if the birthing center cannot demonstrate to the 

department that it has access to sufficient internal expertise. If the 

department determines that the violations constitute immediate 

jeopardy, the conditions may be imposed immediately in 

accordance with subsection (2) of this section. 

(b) In accordance with the authority the department has under 

RCW 43.70.095, the department may assess a civil fine of up to 

$3,000 per violation on a birthing center licensed under this 
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chapter when the department determines the birthing center has 

previously been subject to an enforcement action for the same or 

similar type of violation of the same statute or rule, or has been 

given any previous statement of deficiency that included the same 

or similar type of violation of the same or similar statute or rule, 

or when the birthing center failed to correct noncompliance with 

a statute or rule by a date established or agreed to by the 

department. 

(i) Proceeds from these fines may only be used by the 

department to offset costs associated with licensing and 

enforcement of birthing centers. 

(ii) The department shall adopt in rules under this chapter 

specific fine amounts in relation to the severity of the 

noncompliance and at an adequate level to be a deterrent to future 

noncompliance. 

(iii) If a birthing center is aggrieved by the department's action 

of assessing civil fines, the licensee has the right to appeal under 

RCW 43.70.095. 

(c) The department may suspend a specific category or 

categories of services or care or birthing rooms within the birthing 

center as related to the violation by imposing a limited stop 

service. This may only be done if the department finds that 

noncompliance results in immediate jeopardy. 

(i) Prior to imposing a limited stop service, the department shall 

provide a birthing center written notification upon identifying 

deficient practices or conditions that constitute an immediate 

jeopardy. The birthing center shall have 24 hours from 

notification to develop and implement a department-approved 

plan to correct the deficient practices or conditions that constitute 

an immediate jeopardy. If the deficient practices or conditions 

that constitute immediate jeopardy are not verified by the 

department as having been corrected within the same 24-hour 

period, the department may issue the limited stop service. 

(ii) When the department imposes a limited stop service, the 

birthing center may not provide the services in the category or 

categories subject to the limited stop service to any new or 

existing patients, unless otherwise allowed by the department, 

until the limited stop service is terminated. 

(iii) The department shall conduct a follow-up inspection 

within five business days or within the time period requested by 

the birthing center if more than five business days is needed to 

verify the violation necessitating the limited stop service has been 

corrected. 

(iv) The limited stop service shall be terminated when: 

(A) The department verifies the violation necessitating the 

limited stop service has been corrected or the department 

determines that the birthing center has taken intermediate action 

to address the immediate jeopardy; and 

(B) The birthing center establishes the ability to maintain 

correction of the violation previously found deficient. 

(d) The department may suspend new admissions to the 

birthing center by imposing a stop placement. This may only be 

done if the department finds that noncompliance results in 

immediate jeopardy and is not confined to a specific category or 

categories of patients or a specific area of the birthing center. 

(i) Prior to imposing a stop placement, the department shall 

provide a birthing center written notification upon identifying 

deficient practices or conditions that constitute an immediate 

jeopardy. The birthing center shall have 24 hours from 

notification to develop and implement a department-approved 

plan to correct the deficient practices or conditions that constitute 

an immediate jeopardy. If the deficient practices or conditions 

that constitute immediate jeopardy are not verified by the 

department as having been corrected within the same 24-hour 

period, the department may issue the stop placement. 

(ii) When the department imposes a stop placement, the 

birthing center may not admit any new patients until the stop 

placement is terminated. 

(iii) The department shall conduct a follow-up inspection 

within five business days or within the time period requested by 

the birthing center if more than five business days is needed to 

verify the violation necessitating the stop placement has been 

corrected. 

(iv) The stop placement shall be terminated when: 

(A) The department verifies the violation necessitating the stop 

placement has been corrected or the department determines that 

the birthing center has taken intermediate action to address the 

immediate jeopardy; and 

(B) The birthing center establishes the ability to maintain 

correction of the violation previously found deficient. 

(e) The department may deny an application for a license or 

suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew a license. 

(2) Except as otherwise provided, RCW 43.70.115 governs 

notice of actions taken by the department under subsection (1) of 

this section and provides the right to an adjudicative proceeding. 

Adjudicative proceedings and hearings under this section are 

governed by the administrative procedure act, chapter 34.05 

RCW. The application for an adjudicative proceeding must be in 

writing, state the basis for contesting the adverse action, include 

a copy of the department's notice, be served on and received by 

the department within 28 days of the birthing center's receipt of 

the adverse notice, and be served in a manner that shows proof of 

receipt. 

(3) When the department determines a licensee's 

noncompliance results in immediate jeopardy, the department 

may make the imposition of conditions on a licensee, a limited 

stop service, stop placement, or the suspension of a license 

effective immediately upon receipt of the notice by the licensee, 

pending any adjudicative proceeding. 

(a) When the department makes the suspension of a license or 

imposition of conditions on a license effective immediately, a 

licensee is entitled to a show cause hearing before a presiding 

officer within 14 days of making the request. The licensee must 

request the show cause hearing within 28 days of receipt of the 

notice of immediate suspension or immediate imposition of 

conditions. At the show cause hearing the department has the 

burden of demonstrating that more probably than not there is an 

immediate jeopardy. 

(b) At the show cause hearing, the presiding officer may 

consider the notice and documents supporting the immediate 

suspension or immediate imposition of conditions and the 

licensee's response and shall provide the parties with an 

opportunity to provide documentary evidence and written 

testimony, and to be represented by counsel. Prior to the show 

cause hearing, the department shall provide the licensee with all 

documentation that supports the department's immediate 

suspension or imposition of conditions. 

(c) If the presiding officer determines there is no immediate 

jeopardy, the presiding officer may overturn the immediate 

suspension or immediate imposition of conditions. 

(d) If the presiding officer determines there is immediate 

jeopardy, the immediate suspension or immediate imposition of 

conditions shall remain in effect pending a full hearing. 

(e) If the presiding officer sustains the immediate suspension 

or immediate imposition of conditions, the licensee may request 

an expedited full hearing on the merits of the department's action. 

A full hearing must be provided within 90 days of the licensee's 

request. 

(4) When the department determines an alleged violation, if 

true, would constitute an immediate jeopardy, and the licensee 

fails to cooperate with the department's investigation of such an 

alleged violation, the department may impose an immediate stop 
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placement, immediate limited stop service, immediate imposition 

of conditions, or immediate suspension. 

(a) When the department imposes an immediate stop 

placement, immediate limited stop service, immediate imposition 

of conditions, or immediate suspension for failure to cooperate, a 

licensee is entitled to a show cause hearing before a presiding 

officer within 14 days of making the request. The licensee must 

request the show cause hearing within 28 days of receipt of the 

notice of an immediate stop placement, immediate limited stop 

service, immediate imposition of conditions, or immediate 

suspension for failure to cooperate. At the show cause hearing the 

department has the burden of demonstrating that more probably 

than not the alleged violation, if true, would constitute an 

immediate jeopardy and the licensee failed to cooperate with the 

department's investigation. 

(b) At the show cause hearing, the presiding officer may 

consider the notice and documents supporting the immediate stop 

placement, immediate limited stop service, immediate imposition 

of conditions, or immediate suspension for failure to cooperate, 

and the licensee's response and shall provide the parties with an 

opportunity to provide documentary evidence and written 

testimony, and to be represented by counsel. Prior to the show 

cause hearing, the department shall provide the licensee with all 

documentation that supports the department's immediate action 

for failure to cooperate. 

(c) If the presiding officer determines the alleged violation, if 

true, does not constitute an immediate jeopardy or determines that 

the licensee cooperated with the department's investigation, the 

presiding officer may overturn the immediate action for failure to 

cooperate. 

(d) If the presiding officer determines the allegation, if true, 

would constitute an immediate jeopardy and the licensee failed to 

cooperate with the department's investigation, the immediate 

action for failure to cooperate shall remain in effect pending a full 

hearing. 

(e) If the presiding officer sustains the immediate action for 

failure to cooperate, the licensee may request an expedited full 

hearing on the merits of the department's action. A full hearing 

must be provided within 90 days of the licensee's request. 

Sec. 9.   RCW 70.127.170 and 2024 c 121 s 11 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

The department is authorized to take any of the actions 

identified in RCW 70.127.165 against an in-home services 

agency's license in any case in which it finds that the licensee: 

(1) Failed or refused to comply with the requirements of this 

chapter, standards or rules adopted under this chapter, section 2 

of this act, or other applicable state or federal statutes or rules 

regulating the facility or agency; 

(2) Was the holder of a license issued pursuant to this chapter 

that was revoked for cause and never reissued by the department, 

or that was suspended for cause and the terms of the suspension 

have not been fulfilled and the licensee has continued to operate; 

(3) Has knowingly or with reason to know made a 

misrepresentation of, false statement of, or failed to disclose, a 

material fact to the department in an application for the license or 

any data attached thereto or in any record required by this chapter 

or matter under investigation by the department, or during a 

survey, or concerning information requested by the department; 

(4) Refused to allow representatives of the department to 

inspect any book, record, or file required by this chapter to be 

maintained or any portion of the licensee's premises; 

(5) Willfully prevented, interfered with, or attempted to impede 

in any way the work of any representative of the department and 

the lawful enforcement of any provision of this chapter. This 

includes but is not limited to: Willful misrepresentation of facts 

during a survey, investigation, or administrative proceeding or 

any other legal action; or use of threats or harassment against any 

patient, client, or witness, or use of financial inducements to any 

patient, client, or witness to prevent or attempt to prevent him or 

her from providing evidence during a survey or investigation, in 

an administrative proceeding, or any other legal action involving 

the department; 

(6) Willfully prevented or interfered with any representative of 

the department in the preservation of evidence of any violation of 

this chapter or the rules adopted under this chapter; 

(7) Failed to pay any civil monetary penalty assessed by the 

department pursuant to this chapter within 10 days after the 

assessment becomes final; 

(8) Used advertising that is false, fraudulent, or misleading; 

(9) Has repeated incidents of personnel performing services 

beyond their authorized scope of practice; 

(10) Misrepresented or was fraudulent in any aspect of the 

conduct of the licensee's business; 

(11) Within the last five years, has been found in a civil or 

criminal proceeding to have committed any act that reasonably 

relates to the person's fitness to establish, maintain, or administer 

an agency or to provide care in the home of another; 

(12) Was the holder of a license to provide care or treatment to 

ill individuals, vulnerable individuals, or individuals with 

disabilities that was denied, restricted, not renewed, surrendered, 

suspended, or revoked by a competent authority in any state, 

federal, or foreign jurisdiction. A certified copy of the order, 

stipulation, or agreement is conclusive evidence of the denial, 

restriction, nonrenewal, surrender, suspension, or revocation; 

(13) Failed to comply with an order issued by the secretary or 

designee; 

(14) Aided or abetted the unlicensed operation of an in-home 

services agency; 

(15) Operated beyond the scope of the in-home services agency 

license; 

(16) Failed to adequately supervise staff to the extent that the 

health or safety of a patient or client was at risk; 

(17) Compromised the health or safety of a patient or client, 

including, but not limited to, the individual performing services 

beyond their authorized scope of practice; 

(18) Continued to operate after license revocation, suspension, 

or expiration, or operating outside the parameters of a modified, 

conditioned, or restricted license; 

(19) Failed or refused to comply with chapter 70.02 RCW; 

(20) Abused, neglected, abandoned, or financially exploited a 

patient or client as these terms are defined in RCW 74.34.020; 

(21) Misappropriated the property of an individual; 

(22) Is unqualified or unable to operate or direct the operation 

of the agency according to this chapter and the rules adopted 

under this chapter; 

(23) Obtained or attempted to obtain a license by fraudulent 

means or misrepresentation; or 

(24) Failed to report abuse or neglect of a patient or client in 

violation of chapter 74.34 RCW. 

Sec. 10.   RCW 71.24.910 and 2022 c 263 s 22 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

If the insurance commissioner reports to the department that he 

or she has cause to believe that a provider licensed under this 

chapter has engaged in a pattern of violations of RCW 48.49.020 

or 48.49.030 or has violated section 2 of this act, and the report is 

substantiated after investigation, the department may levy a fine 

upon the provider in an amount not to exceed $1,000 per violation 

and take other formal or informal disciplinary action as permitted 

under the authority of the department. 

Sec. 11.   RCW 71.12.710 and 2024 c 121 s 18 are each 
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amended to read as follows: 

(1) In any case in which the department finds that a private 

establishment has failed or refused to comply with the 

requirements of this chapter, the standards or rules adopted under 

this chapter, section 2 of this act, or other applicable state or 

federal statutes or rules, the department may take one or more of 

the actions identified in this section, except as otherwise limited 

in this section. 

(a) When the department determines the private establishment 

has previously been subject to an enforcement action for the same 

or similar type of violation of the same statute or rule, or has been 

given any previous statement of deficiency that included the same 

or similar type of violation of the same or similar statute or rule, 

or when the private establishment failed to correct noncompliance 

with a statute or rule by a date established or agreed to by the 

department, the department may impose reasonable conditions on 

a license. Conditions may include correction within a specified 

amount of time, training, or hiring a department-approved 

consultant if the private establishment cannot demonstrate to the 

department that it has access to sufficient internal expertise. 

(b)(i) In accordance with the authority the department has 

under RCW 43.70.095, the department may assess a civil fine of 

up to $10,000 per violation, not to exceed a total fine of 

$1,000,000, on a private establishment licensed under this chapter 

when the department determines the private establishment has 

previously been subject to an enforcement action for the same or 

similar type of violation of the same statute or rule, or has been 

given any previous statement of deficiency that included the same 

or similar type of violation of the same or similar statute or rule, 

or when the private establishment failed to correct noncompliance 

with a statute or rule by a date established or agreed to by the 

department. 

(ii) Proceeds from these fines may only be used by the 

department to provide training or technical assistance to private 

establishments or to offset costs associated with licensing private 

establishments. 

(iii) The department shall adopt in rules under this chapter 

specific fine amounts in relation to the severity of the 

noncompliance. 

(iv) If a licensee is aggrieved by the department's action of 

assessing civil fines, the licensee has the right to appeal under 

RCW 43.70.095. 

(c) The department may suspend new admissions of a specific 

category or categories of patients as related to the violation by 

imposing a limited stop placement. This may only be done if the 

department finds that noncompliance results in immediate 

jeopardy. 

(i) Prior to imposing a limited stop placement, the department 

shall provide a private establishment written notification upon 

identifying deficient practices or conditions that constitute an 

immediate jeopardy, and the private establishment shall have 24 

hours from notification to develop and implement a department-

approved plan to correct the deficient practices or conditions that 

constitute an immediate jeopardy. If the deficient practices or 

conditions that constitute immediate jeopardy are not verified by 

the department as having been corrected within the same 24-hour 

period, the department may issue the limited stop placement. 

(ii) When the department imposes a limited stop placement, the 

private establishment may not accept any new admissions in the 

category or categories subject to the limited stop placement until 

the limited stop placement order is terminated. 

(iii) The department shall conduct a follow-up inspection 

within five business days or within the time period requested by 

the private establishment if more than five business days is 

needed to verify the violation necessitating the limited stop 

placement has been corrected. 

(iv) The limited stop placement shall be terminated when: 

(A) The department verifies the violation necessitating the 

limited stop placement has been corrected or the department 

determines that the private establishment has taken intermediate 

action to address the immediate jeopardy; and 

(B) The private establishment establishes the ability to 

maintain correction of the violation previously found deficient. 

(d) The department may suspend all new admissions to the 

private establishment by imposing a stop placement. This may 

only be done if the department finds that noncompliance results 

in immediate jeopardy and is not confined to a specific category 

or categories of patients or a specific area of the private 

establishment. 

(i) Prior to imposing a stop placement, the department shall 

provide a private establishment written notification upon 

identifying deficient practices or conditions that constitute an 

immediate jeopardy, and the private establishment shall have 24 

hours from notification to develop and implement a department-

approved plan to correct the deficient practices or conditions that 

constitute an immediate jeopardy. If the deficient practices or 

conditions that constitute immediate jeopardy are not verified by 

the department as having been corrected within the same 24-hour 

period, the department may issue the stop placement. 

(ii) When the department imposes a stop placement, the private 

establishment may not accept any new admissions until the stop 

placement order is terminated. 

(iii) The department shall conduct a follow-up inspection 

within five business days or within the time period requested by 

the private establishment if more than five business days is 

needed to verify the violation necessitating the stop placement has 

been corrected. 

(iv) The stop placement order shall be terminated when: 

(A) The department verifies the violation necessitating the stop 

placement has been corrected or the department determines that 

the private establishment has taken intermediate action to address 

the immediate jeopardy; and 

(B) The private establishment establishes the ability to 

maintain correction of the violation previously found deficient. 

(e) The department may suspend a specific category or 

categories of services within the private establishment as related 

to the violation by imposing a limited stop service. This may only 

be done if the department finds that noncompliance results in 

immediate jeopardy. 

(i) Prior to imposing a limited stop service, the department shall 

provide a private establishment written notification upon 

identifying deficient practices or conditions that constitute an 

immediate jeopardy. The private establishment shall have 24 

hours from notification to develop and implement a department-

approved plan to correct the deficient practices or conditions that 

constitute an immediate jeopardy. If the deficient practices or 

conditions that constitute immediate jeopardy are not verified by 

the department as having been corrected within the same 24-hour 

period, the department may issue the limited stop service. 

(ii) When the department imposes a limited stop service, the 

private establishment may not provide the services in the category 

or categories subject to the limited stop service to any new or 

existing individuals, unless otherwise allowed by the department, 

until the limited stop service is terminated. 

(iii) The department shall conduct a follow-up inspection 

within five business days or within the time period requested by 

the private establishment if more than five business days is 

needed to verify the violation necessitating the limited stop 

service has been corrected. 

(iv) The limited stop service shall be terminated when: 

(A) The department verifies the violation necessitating the 

limited stop service has been corrected or the department 



 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 15 

NINETY NINTH DAY, APRIL 21, 2025 2025 REGULAR SESSION 

determines that the private establishment has taken intermediate 

action to address the immediate jeopardy; and 

(B) The private establishment establishes the ability to 

maintain correction of the violation previously found deficient. 

(f) The department may suspend, revoke, or refuse to renew a 

license. 

(2)(a) Except as otherwise provided, RCW 43.70.115 governs 

notice of the imposition of conditions on a license, a limited stop 

placement, stop placement, limited stop service, or the 

suspension, revocation, or refusal to renew a license and provides 

the right to an adjudicative proceeding. Adjudicative proceedings 

and hearings under this section are governed by the administrative 

procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW. The application for an 

adjudicative proceeding must be in writing, state the basis for 

contesting the adverse action, including a copy of the 

department's notice, be served on and received by the department 

within 28 days of the licensee's receipt of the adverse notice, and 

be served in a manner that shows proof of receipt. 

(b) When the department determines a licensee's 

noncompliance results in immediate jeopardy, the department 

may make the imposition of conditions on a licensee, a limited 

stop placement, stop placement, limited stop service, or the 

suspension of a license effective immediately upon receipt of the 

notice by the licensee, pending any adjudicative proceeding. 

(i) When the department makes the suspension of a license or 

imposition of conditions on a license effective immediately, a 

licensee is entitled to a show cause hearing before a presiding 

officer within 14 days of making the request. The licensee must 

request the show cause hearing within 28 days of receipt of the 

notice of immediate suspension or immediate imposition of 

conditions. At the show cause hearing the department has the 

burden of demonstrating that more probably than not there is an 

immediate jeopardy. 

(ii) At the show cause hearing, the presiding officer may 

consider the notice and documents supporting the immediate 

suspension or immediate imposition of conditions and the 

licensee's response and must provide the parties with an 

opportunity to provide documentary evidence and written 

testimony, and to be represented by counsel. Prior to the show 

cause hearing, the department must provide the licensee with all 

documentation that supports the department's immediate 

suspension or immediate imposition of conditions. 

(iii) If the presiding officer determines there is no immediate 

jeopardy, the presiding officer may overturn the immediate 

suspension or immediate imposition of conditions. 

(iv) If the presiding officer determines there is immediate 

jeopardy, the immediate suspension or immediate imposition of 

conditions shall remain in effect pending a full hearing. 

(v) If the secretary sustains the immediate suspension or 

immediate imposition of conditions, the licensee may request an 

expedited full hearing on the merits of the department's action. A 

full hearing must be provided within 90 days of the licensee's 

request. 

(3) When the department determines an alleged violation, if 

true, would constitute an immediate jeopardy, and the licensee 

fails to cooperate with the department's investigation of such an 

alleged violation, the department may impose an immediate stop 

placement, immediate limited stop placement, immediate limited 

stop service, immediate imposition of conditions, or immediate 

suspension. 

(a) When the department imposes an immediate stop 

placement, immediate limited stop placement, immediate limited 

stop service, immediate imposition of conditions, or immediate 

suspension for failure to cooperate, a licensee is entitled to a show 

cause hearing before a presiding officer within 14 days of making 

the request. The licensee must request the show cause hearing 

within 28 days of receipt of the notice of an immediate stop 

placement, immediate limited stop placement, immediate limited 

stop service, immediate imposition of conditions, or immediate 

suspension for failure to cooperate. At the show cause hearing the 

department has the burden of demonstrating that more probably 

than not the alleged violation, if true, would constitute an 

immediate jeopardy and the licensee failed to cooperate with the 

department's investigation. 

(b) At the show cause hearing, the presiding officer may 

consider the notice and documents supporting the immediate stop 

placement, immediate limited stop placement, immediate limited 

stop service, immediate imposition of conditions, or immediate 

suspension for failure to cooperate, and the licensee's response 

and shall provide the parties with an opportunity to provide 

documentary evidence and written testimony, and to be 

represented by counsel. Prior to the show cause hearing, the 

department shall provide the licensee with all documentation that 

supports the department's immediate action for failure to 

cooperate. 

(c) If the presiding officer determines the alleged violation, if 

true, does not constitute an immediate jeopardy or determines that 

the licensee cooperated with the department's investigation, the 

presiding officer may overturn the immediate action for failure to 

cooperate. 

(d) If the presiding officer determines the allegation, if true, 

would constitute an immediate jeopardy and the licensee failed to 

cooperate with the department's investigation, the immediate 

action for failure to cooperate shall remain in effect pending a full 

hearing. 

(e) If the presiding officer sustains the immediate action for 

failure to cooperate, the licensee may request an expedited full 

hearing on the merits of the department's action. A full hearing 

must be provided within 90 days of the licensee's request." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Cleveland moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 5579. 

Senator Cleveland spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Cleveland that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5579. 

The motion by Senator Cleveland carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5579 by voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5579, as amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5579, as amended by the House, and the bill 

passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 47; Nays, 1; 

Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 
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Dozier, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, Hasegawa, 

Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, Lovick, 

MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, Riccelli, 

Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, Short, 

Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, Warnick, 

Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

Voting nay: Senator Fortunato 

 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5579, as amended by the 

House, having received the constitutional majority, was declared 

passed.  There being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered 

to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 15, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed SENATE BILL NO. 5653 with the 

following amendment(s): 5653 AMH APP H2198.1 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"Sec. 1.   RCW 41.56.030 and 2024 c 124 s 1 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

As used in this chapter: 

(1) "Adult family home provider" means a provider as defined 

in RCW 70.128.010 who receives payments from the medicaid 

and state-funded long-term care programs. 

(2) "Bargaining representative" means any lawful organization 

which has as one of its primary purposes the representation of 

employees in their employment relations with employers. 

(3) "Child care subsidy" means a payment from the state 

through a child care subsidy program established pursuant to 

RCW 74.12.340, 45 C.F.R. Sec. 98.1 through 98.17, or any 

successor program. 

(4) "Collective bargaining" means the performance of the 

mutual obligations of the public employer and the exclusive 

bargaining representative to meet at reasonable times, to confer 

and negotiate in good faith, and to execute a written agreement 

with respect to grievance procedures, subject to RCW 41.58.070, 

and collective negotiations on personnel matters, including 

wages, hours, and working conditions, which may be peculiar to 

an appropriate bargaining unit of such public employer, except 

that by such obligation neither party shall be compelled to agree 

to a proposal or be required to make a concession unless otherwise 

provided in this chapter. 

(5) "Commission" means the public employment relations 

commission. 

(6) "Executive director" means the executive director of the 

commission. 

(7) "Family child care provider" means a person who: (a) 

Provides regularly scheduled care for a child or children in the 

home of the provider or in the home of the child or children for 

periods of less than twenty-four hours or, if necessary due to the 

nature of the parent's work, for periods equal to or greater than 

twenty-four hours; (b) receives child care subsidies; and (c) under 

chapter 43.216 RCW, is either licensed by the state or is exempt 

from licensing. 

(8) "Fish and wildlife officer" means a fish and wildlife officer 

as defined in RCW 77.08.010 who ranks below ((lieutenant)) 

deputy chief and includes officers, detectives, ((and)) sergeants, 

lieutenants, and captains of the department of fish and wildlife. 

(9) "Individual provider" means an individual provider as 

defined in RCW 74.39A.240(3) who, solely for the purposes of 

collective bargaining, is a public employee as provided in RCW 

74.39A.270. 

(10) "Institution of higher education" means the University of 

Washington, Washington State University, Central Washington 

University, Eastern Washington University, Western Washington 

University, The Evergreen State College, and the various state 

community colleges. 

(11)(a) "Language access provider" means any independent 

contractor who provides spoken language interpreter services, 

whether paid by a broker, language access agency, or the 

respective department: 

(i) For department of social and health services appointments, 

department of children, youth, and families appointments, 

medicaid enrollee appointments, or who provided these services 

on or after January 1, 2011, and before June 10, 2012; 

(ii) For department of labor and industries authorized medical 

and vocational providers who provided these services on or after 

January 1, 2019; or 

(iii) For state agencies who provided these services on or after 

January 1, 2019. 

(b) "Language access provider" does not mean a manager or 

employee of a broker or a language access agency. 

(12) "Public employee" means any employee of a public 

employer except any person (a) elected by popular vote, or (b) 

appointed to office pursuant to statute, ordinance or resolution for 

a specified term of office as a member of a multimember board, 

commission, or committee, whether appointed by the executive 

head or body of the public employer, or (c) whose duties as 

deputy, administrative assistant or secretary necessarily imply a 

confidential relationship to (i) the executive head or body of the 

applicable bargaining unit, or (ii) any person elected by popular 

vote, or (iii) any person appointed to office pursuant to statute, 

ordinance or resolution for a specified term of office as a member 

of a multimember board, commission, or committee, whether 

appointed by the executive head or body of the public employer, 

or (d) who is a court commissioner or a court magistrate of 

superior court, district court, or a department of a district court 

organized under chapter 3.46 RCW, or (e) who is a personal 

assistant to a district court judge, superior court judge, or court 

commissioner. For the purpose of (e) of this subsection, no more 

than one assistant for each judge or commissioner may be 

excluded from a bargaining unit. 

(13) "Public employer" means any officer, board, commission, 

council, or other person or body acting on behalf of any public 

body governed by this chapter, or any subdivision of such public 

body. For the purposes of this section, the public employer of 

district court or superior court employees for wage-related 

matters is the respective county legislative authority, or person or 

body acting on behalf of the legislative authority, and the public 

employer for nonwage-related matters is the judge or judge's 

designee of the respective district court or superior court. For the 

purposes of this chapter, public employer does not include a 

comprehensive cancer center participating in a collaborative 

arrangement as defined in RCW 28B.10.930 that is operated in 

conformance with RCW 28B.10.930. 

(14) "Uniformed personnel" means: (a) Law enforcement 

officers as defined in RCW 41.26.030 employed by the governing 

body of any city or town with a population of two thousand five 

hundred or more and law enforcement officers employed by the 

governing body of any county with a population of ten thousand 

or more; (b) correctional employees who are uniformed and 

nonuniformed, commissioned and noncommissioned security 

personnel employed in a jail as defined in RCW 70.48.020(9), by 

a county with a population of seventy thousand or more, in a 

correctional facility created under RCW 70.48.095, or in a 

detention facility created under chapter 13.40 RCW that is located 

in a county with a population over one million five hundred 

thousand, and who are trained for and charged with the 
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responsibility of controlling and maintaining custody of inmates 

in the jail and safeguarding inmates from other inmates; (c) 

general authority Washington peace officers as defined in RCW 

10.93.020 employed by a port district in a county with a 

population of one million or more; (d) security forces established 

under RCW 43.52.520; (e) firefighters as that term is defined in 

RCW 41.26.030; (f) employees of a port district in a county with 

a population of one million or more whose duties include crash 

fire rescue or other firefighting duties; (g) employees of fire 

departments of public employers who dispatch exclusively either 

fire or emergency medical services, or both; (h) employees in the 

several classes of advanced life support technicians, as defined in 

RCW 18.71.200, who are employed by a public employer; (i) 

court marshals of any county who are employed by, trained for, 

and commissioned by the county sheriff and charged with the 

responsibility of enforcing laws, protecting and maintaining 

security in all county-owned or contracted property, and 

performing any other duties assigned to them by the county 

sheriff or mandated by judicial order; or (j) public safety 

telecommunicators, as defined in RCW 38.60.020, employed by 

a public employer. This subsection (14)(j) does not apply to 

public safety telecommunicators employed by the Washington 

state patrol or any other state agency. 

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2.   If specific funding for the 

purposes of this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter number, 

is not provided by June 30, 2025, in the omnibus appropriations 

act, this act is null and void." 

Correct the title. 

  

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Chapman moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Senate Bill No. 5653. 

Senator Chapman spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Chapman that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Senate Bill No. 5653. 

The motion by Senator Chapman carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Senate Bill No. 5653 by 

voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Senate Bill No. 5653, as 

amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Senate Bill 

No. 5653, as amended by the House, and the bill passed the Senate 

by the following vote: Yeas, 48; Nays, 0; Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 

Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Riccelli, Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, 

Short, Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 5653, as amended by the House, having 

received the constitutional majority, was declared passed.  There 

being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered to stand as the 

title of the act. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 14, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed SENATE BILL NO. 5672 with the 

following amendment(s): 5672 AMH SHMK BLAC 251 

   

On page 3, after line 1, insert the following: 

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 3.  This act is necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or 

support of the state government and its existing public institutions, 

and takes effect immediately." 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Cleveland moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Senate Bill No. 5672. 

Senator Cleveland spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Cleveland that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Senate Bill No. 5672. 

The motion by Senator Cleveland carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Senate Bill No. 5672 by 

voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Senate Bill No. 5672, as 

amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Senate Bill 

No. 5672, as amended by the House, and the bill passed the Senate 

by the following vote: Yeas, 48; Nays, 0; Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 

Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Riccelli, Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, 

Short, Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

 

SENATE BILL NO. 5672, as amended by the House, having 

received the constitutional majority, was declared passed.  There 

being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered to stand as the 

title of the act. 

 

PERSONAL PRIVILEGE 

 

Senator Fortunato: “You know many of us heard that this 

morning we awoke to Pope Francis having passed. You know, 

Cardinal Dolan made the point of saying ‘The chair of Peter is 

empty.’ So, when a pope sits in the chair of Peter, he basically 

dictates our faith. And that chair is currently empty Mr. President. 

You know Pope Francis was a little bit controversial here and 

there and we’d like to take, if I could ask for a short moment of 

silence in recognition of the passing and pray for the Catholic 
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Church to have new leadership. Thank you Mr. President.” 

 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
The Senate observed a moment of silence in memory of Pope 

Francis, who passed away April 21, 2025. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 16, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5370 

with the following amendment(s): 5370-S AMH LG H2112.1 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  A new section is added to chapter 

53.12 RCW to read as follows: 

(1) A ballot proposition to lengthen the terms of office of port 

commissioners from four years to six years must be submitted to 

the voters of any port district upon either resolution of the port 

commissioners or petition of voters of the port district proposing 

the increase in terms of office, which petition has been signed by 

voters of the port district equal in number to at least 10 percent of 

the number of voters in the port district voting at the last general 

election. 

(2) The petition must be submitted to the county auditor. If the 

petition was signed by sufficient valid signatures, the ballot 

proposition must be submitted at the next general election that 

occurs 60 or more days after the adoption of the resolution or 

submission of the petition. 

(3) If the ballot proposition lengthening the terms of office of 

port commissioners is approved by a simple majority vote of the 

voters voting on the proposition, the commissioner elected at that 

election is elected to a six-year term of office. The terms of office 

of the other commissioners are not lengthened. 

(4) If two commissioners are elected in that election or the next 

subsequent general election, the commissioner thus elected 

receiving the highest number of votes is elected to a six-year term 

of office and the other commissioner is elected to a four-year term 

of office. Each successor commissioner is elected to six-year 

terms. 

(5) This section does not apply to a port district that is required 

to maintain four-year terms under RCW 53.12.172 or to a port 

district that has five port commissioners." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Harris moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 5370. 

Senator Harris spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Harris that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5370. 

The motion by Senator Harris carried and the Senate concurred 

in the House amendment(s) to Substitute Senate Bill No. 5370 by 

voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Substitute Senate Bill No. 

5370, as amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5370, as amended by the House, and the bill 

passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 48; Nays, 0; 

Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 

Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Riccelli, Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, 

Short, Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

 

SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5370, as amended by the 

House, having received the constitutional majority, was declared 

passed.  There being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered 

to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 12, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 5471 

with the following amendment(s): 5471.E AMH HOUS H2045.1 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"NEW SECTION.  Sec. 1.  A new section is added to chapter 

36.70A RCW to read as follows: 

Any county that is required or chooses to plan under RCW 

36.70A.040 may provide by ordinance and incorporate into its 

development regulations, zoning regulations, and other official 

controls, authorization for the following: 

(1)(a) Middle housing types on each parcel that permits single-

family residences in limited areas of more intensive rural 

development designated according to the requirements in RCW 

36.70A.070(5)(d)(i); 

(b) If a county takes action authorized by this subsection, it 

may not authorize more than 4 residential units per lot in limited 

areas of more intensive rural development designated according 

to RCW 36.70A.070(5)(d)(i), and its development regulations 

must: 

(i) Not require any standards for middle housing that are more 

restrictive than those required for detached single-family 

residences, but may apply any objective development regulations 

that are required for detached single-family residences, including, 

but not limited to, setback, lot coverage, stormwater, clearing, and 

tree canopy and retention requirements; 

(ii) Apply to middle housing the same development permit and 

environmental review processes that apply to detached single-

family residences, unless otherwise required by state law, 

including, but not limited to, shoreline regulations under chapter 

90.58 RCW, building codes under chapter 19.27 RCW, energy 

codes under chapter 19.27A RCW, or electrical codes under 

chapter 19.28 RCW; and 

(iii) Require that middle housing in limited areas of more 

intensive rural development be served by existing sewer service. 

(2)(a) Middle housing types on each parcel that permits single-

family residences in designated urban growth areas. 

(b) If a county takes action authorized by this subsection, it 

may not authorize more than four residential units per lot within 

the designated urban growth area and its development regulations 
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must: 

(i) Not require any standards for middle housing that are more 

restrictive than those required for detached single-family 

residences, but may apply any objective development regulations 

that are required for detached single-family residences, including, 

but not limited to, setback, lot coverage, stormwater, clearing, and 

tree canopy and retention requirements; 

(ii) Apply to middle housing the same development permit and 

environmental review processes that apply to detached single-

family residences, unless otherwise required by state law, 

including, but not limited to, shoreline regulations under chapter 

90.58 RCW, building codes under chapter 19.27 RCW, energy 

codes under chapter 19.27A RCW, or electrical codes under 

chapter 19.28 RCW; and 

(iii) Require that middle housing in designated urban growth 

areas be served by water and sewer services. 

Sec. 2.  RCW 43.21C.495 and 2023 c 334 s 6 and 2023 c 332 

s 8 are each reenacted and amended to read as follows: 

(1) Adoption of ordinances, development regulations and 

amendments to such regulations, and other nonproject actions 

taken by a city to implement: The actions specified in section 2, 

chapter 246, Laws of 2022 unless the adoption of such 

ordinances, development regulations and amendments to such 

regulations, or other nonproject actions has a probable significant 

adverse impact on fish habitat; and the increased residential 

building capacity actions identified in RCW 36.70A.600(1), with 

the exception of the action specified in RCW 36.70A.600(1)(f), 

are not subject to administrative or judicial appeals under this 

chapter. 

(2) Amendments to development regulations and other 

nonproject actions taken by a city to implement the requirements 

under RCW 36.70A.635 pursuant to RCW 36.70A.636(3)(b) are 

not subject to administrative or judicial appeals under this 

chapter. 

(3) Adoption of ordinances, development regulations and 

amendments to such regulations, and other nonproject actions 

taken by a city or county consistent with the requirements of 

RCW 36.70A.680 and 36.70A.681 are not subject to 

administrative or judicial appeals under this chapter. 

(4) Adoption of ordinances, development regulations, 

amendments to such regulations, and other nonproject actions 

taken by a county to implement section 1 of this act are not subject 

to administrative or judicial appeals under this chapter. 

Sec. 3.  RCW 36.70A.280 and 2023 c 334 s 7, 2023 c 332 s 6, 

and 2023 c 228 s 7 are each reenacted and amended to read as 

follows: 

(1) The growth management hearings board shall hear and 

determine only those petitions alleging either: 

(a) That, except as provided otherwise by this subsection, a 

state agency, county, or city planning under this chapter is not in 

compliance with the requirements of this chapter, chapter 90.58 

RCW as it relates to the adoption of shoreline master programs or 

amendments thereto, or chapter 43.21C RCW as it relates to 

plans, development regulations, or amendments, adopted under 

RCW 36.70A.040 or chapter 90.58 RCW. Nothing in this 

subsection authorizes the board to hear petitions alleging 

noncompliance based on a city or county's actions taken to 

implement the requirements of RCW 36.70A.680 ((and)), 

36.70A.681, or section 1 of this act within an urban growth area; 

(b) That the 20-year growth management planning population 

projections adopted by the office of financial management 

pursuant to RCW 43.62.035 should be adjusted; 

(c) That the approval of a work plan adopted under RCW 

36.70A.735(1)(a) is not in compliance with the requirements of 

the program established under RCW 36.70A.710; 

(d) That regulations adopted under RCW 36.70A.735(1)(b) are 

not regionally applicable and cannot be adopted, wholly or 

partially, by another jurisdiction; 

(e) That a department certification under RCW 

36.70A.735(1)(c) is erroneous; 

(f) That the department's final decision to approve or reject a 

proposed greenhouse gas emissions reduction subelement or 

amendments by a local government planning under RCW 

36.70A.040 was not in compliance with the joint guidance issued 

by the department pursuant to RCW 70A.45.120; or 

(g) That the department's final decision to approve or reject 

actions by a city implementing RCW 36.70A.635 is clearly 

erroneous. 

(2) A petition may be filed only by: (a) The state, or a county 

or city that plans under this chapter; (b) a person who has 

participated orally or in writing before the county or city 

regarding the matter on which a review is being requested; (c) a 

person who is certified by the governor within 60 days of filing 

the request with the board; or (d) a person qualified pursuant to 

RCW 34.05.530. 

(3) For purposes of this section "person" means any individual, 

partnership, corporation, association, state agency, governmental 

subdivision or unit thereof, or public or private organization or 

entity of any character. 

(4) To establish participation standing under subsection (2)(b) 

of this section, a person must show that his or her participation 

before the county or city was reasonably related to the person's 

issue as presented to the board. 

(5) When considering a possible adjustment to a growth 

management planning population projection prepared by the 

office of financial management, the board shall consider the 

implications of any such adjustment to the population forecast for 

the entire state. 

The rationale for any adjustment that is adopted by the board 

must be documented and filed with the office of financial 

management within ten working days after adoption. 

If adjusted by the board, a county growth management 

planning population projection shall only be used for the planning 

purposes set forth in this chapter and shall be known as the "board 

adjusted population projection." None of these changes shall 

affect the official state and county population forecasts prepared 

by the office of financial management, which shall continue to be 

used for state budget and planning purposes." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Goehner moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5471. 

Senator Goehner spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Goehner that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill No. 

5471. 

The motion by Senator Goehner carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill 

No. 5471 by voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Engrossed Senate Bill No. 

5471, as amended by the House.  
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ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Engrossed 

Senate Bill No. 5471, as amended by the House, and the bill 

passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 48; Nays, 0; 

Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Braun, 

Chapman, Christian, Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, 

Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, Goehner, Hansen, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, Lovelett, 

Lovick, MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Riccelli, Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, 

Short, Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, 

Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. and Wilson, J. 

 

ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 5471, as amended by the 

House, having received the constitutional majority, was declared 

passed.  There being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered 

to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 9, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 5662 

with the following amendment(s): 5662.E AMH HOUS H2073.2 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"Sec. 1.   RCW 35.92.385 and 2023 c 249 s 1 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1) Municipal utilities formed under this chapter may waive 

connection charges for properties owned or developed by, or on 

the behalf of, a nonprofit organization, public development 

authority, housing authority, or local agency that provides 

emergency shelter, transitional housing, permanent supportive 

housing, or affordable housing, including a limited partnership as 

described in RCW 84.36.560(7)(f)(ii) and a limited liability 

company as described in RCW 84.36.560(7)(f)(iii). 

(2) ((Connection)) (a) Except as provided in (b) of this 

subsection, connection charges waived under this chapter shall be 

funded using general funds, grant dollars, or other identified 

revenue stream. 

(b) In a county east of the crest of the Cascade mountains with 

a population of greater than 500,000, a waiver of connection 

charges may be allowed under this chapter without an explicit 

requirement to pay the exempted connection charges from the 

funds described in (a) of this subsection if the waiver is 

conditioned upon requiring the developer to record a covenant 

that prohibits using the property for any purpose other than 

provided under this chapter. At a minimum, the covenant must 

address price restrictions and household income limits and that if 

the property is converted to a use other than described in 

subsection (1) of this section, the property owner must pay the 

applicable connection charges in effect at the time of conversion. 

Covenants required by this subsection must be recorded with the 

applicable county auditor or recording officer. 

(3) At such time as a property receiving a waiver under 

subsection (1) of this section is no longer operating under the 

eligibility requirements under subsection (1) of this section: 

(a) The waiver of connection charges required under 

subsection (1) of this section is no longer required; and 

(b) Any connection charges waived under subsection (1) of this 

section are immediately due and payable to the utility as a 

condition of continued service. 

(4) For the purposes of this section: 

(a) "Affordable housing" has the same meaning as in RCW 

36.70A.030. 

(b) "Connection charges" means the one-time capital and 

administrative charges, as authorized in RCW 35.92.025, that are 

imposed by a utility on a building or facility owner for a new 

utility service and costs borne or assessed by a utility for the labor, 

materials, and services necessary to physically connect a 

designated facility to the respective utility service. 

(c) "Emergency shelter" means any facility that has, as its sole 

purpose, the provision of a temporary shelter for the homeless and 

that does not require occupants to sign a lease or occupancy 

agreement. 

(d) "Permanent supportive housing" has the same meaning as 

in RCW 36.70A.030. 

(e) "Transitional housing" has the same meaning as in RCW 

84.36.043." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Riccelli moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill No. 5662. 

Senator Riccelli spoke in favor of the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Riccelli that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill No. 

5662. 

The motion by Senator Riccelli carried and the Senate 

concurred in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Senate Bill 

No. 5662 by voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Engrossed Senate Bill No. 

5662, as amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Engrossed 

Senate Bill No. 5662, as amended by the House, and the bill 

passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 39; Nays, 9; 

Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Boehnke, Chapman, 

Cleveland, Conway, Cortes, Dhingra, Dozier, Fortunato, Frame, 

Goehner, Hansen, Harris, Holy, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, 

Liias, Lovelett, Lovick, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, Riccelli, 

Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, Short, 

Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Trudeau, Valdez, Wagoner, Wellman 

and Wilson, C. 

Voting nay: Senators Braun, Christian, Gildon, Hasegawa, 

MacEwen, McCune, Muzzall, Warnick and Wilson, J. 

 

ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 5662, as amended by the 

House, having received the constitutional majority, was declared 

passed.  There being no objection, the title of the bill was ordered 

to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

 
April 11, 2025 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

The House passed ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE 
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BILL NO. 5677 with the following amendment(s): 5677-S.E 

AMH ENGR H2166.E 

   

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the 

following: 

"Sec. 1.  RCW 43.330.082 and 2014 c 112 s 112 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

(1)(((a))) Contracting associate development organizations 

must provide the department with measures of their performance 

and a summary of best practices shared and implemented by the 

contracting organizations. Annual reports must include the 

following information to show the contracting organization's 

impact on employment and overall changes in employment: 

Current employment and economic information for the 

community or regional area produced by the employment security 

department; the net change from the previous year's employment 

and economic information using data produced by the 

employment security department; other relevant information on 

the community or regional area; the amount of funds received by 

the contracting organization through its contract with the 

department; the amount of funds received by the contracting 

organization through all sources; and the contracting 

organization's impact on employment through all funding 

sources. Annual reports may include the impact of the contracting 

organization on wages, exports, tax revenue, small business 

creation, foreign direct investment, business relocations, 

expansions, terminations, and capital investment. Data must be 

input into a common web-based business information system 

managed by the department. Specific measures, data standards, 

and data definitions must be developed in the contracting process 

between the department and the contracting organization every 

two years. ((Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, 

performance)) Performance measures should be consistent across 

regions to allow for statewide evaluation. 

(((b) In addition to the measures required in (a) of this 

subsection, contracting associate development organizations in 

counties with a population greater than one million five hundred 

thousand persons must include the following measures in reports 

to the department: 

(i) The number of small businesses that received retention and 

expansion services, and the outcome of those services; 

(ii) The number of businesses located outside of the boundaries 

of the largest city within the contracting associate development 

organization's region that received recruitment, retention, and 

expansion services, and the outcome of those services.)) 

(2)(a) The department and contracting associate development 

organizations must agree upon specific target levels for the 

performance measures in subsection (1) of this section. 

Comparison of agreed thresholds and actual performance must 

occur annually. 

(b) Contracting organizations that fail to achieve the agreed 

performance targets in more than one-half of the agreed measures 

must develop remediation plans to address performance gaps. The 

remediation plans must include revised performance thresholds 

specifically chosen to provide evidence of progress in making the 

identified service changes. 

(c) Contracts and state funding must be terminated for one year 

for organizations that fail to achieve the agreed upon progress 

toward improved performance defined under (b) of this 

subsection. During the year in which termination for 

nonperformance is in effect, organizations must review 

alternative delivery strategies to include reorganization of the 

contracting organization, merging of previous efforts with 

existing regional partners, and other specific steps toward 

improved performance. At the end of the period of termination, 

the department may contract with the associate development 

organization or its successor as it deems appropriate. 

(3) The department must submit a final report to the 

appropriate committees of the legislature by December 31st of 

each even-numbered year on the performance results of the 

contracts with associate development organizations. 

Sec. 2.   RCW 43.330.086 and 2008 c 131 s 3 are each 

amended to read as follows: 

To the extent that funds are specifically appropriated therefor, 

contracts with associate development organizations for the 

provision of services under RCW 43.330.080(1)(b)(i) shall be 

awarded according to the following annual schedule: 

(1) For associate development ((associations)) organizations 

serving urban counties, which are counties other than rural 

counties as defined in RCW 82.14.370, a locally matched 

allocation of up to ((ninety)) 90 cents per capita, totaling no more 

than ((three hundred thousand dollars)) $300,000 per 

organization; and 

(2) For associate development ((associations)) organizations in 

rural counties, as defined in RCW 82.14.370, a per county base 

allocation of ((up to forty thousand dollars)) $40,000 and a locally 

matched allocation of up to ((ninety)) 90 cents per capita. 

(3) The locally matched allocation shall not include general 

fund state, but may include a combination of nonstate funds, cash, 

or in-kind contributions." 

Correct the title. 

 
and the same are herewith transmitted. 

MELISSA PALMER, Deputy Chief Clerk 
 

MOTION 

 

Senator Cortes moved that the Senate concur in the House 

amendment(s) to Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5677. 

Senators Cortes and Dozier spoke in favor of the motion. 

Senator Hasegawa spoke against the motion. 

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the motion by Senator Cortes that the Senate 

concur in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Substitute 

Senate Bill No. 5677. 

The motion by Senator Cortes carried and the Senate concurred 

in the House amendment(s) to Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 

No. 5677 by voice vote.  

 

The Vice President Pro Tempore declared the question before 

the Senate to be the final passage of Engrossed Substitute Senate 

Bill No. 5677, as amended by the House.  

 

ROLL CALL 

 

The Secretary called the roll on the final passage of Engrossed 

Substitute Senate Bill No. 5677, as amended by the House, and 

the bill passed the Senate by the following vote: Yeas, 38; Nays, 

10; Absent, 0; Excused, 0. 

Voting yea: Senators Alvarado, Bateman, Braun, Chapman, 

Christian, Cleveland, Cortes, Dhingra, Fortunato, Frame, Gildon, 

Goehner, Hansen, Kauffman, King, Krishnadasan, Liias, 

Lovelett, Lovick, MacEwen, Muzzall, Nobles, Orwall, Pedersen, 

Robinson, Saldaña, Salomon, Schoesler, Shewmake, Short, 

Slatter, Stanford, Torres, Valdez, Warnick, Wellman, Wilson, C. 

and Wilson, J. 

Voting nay: Senators Boehnke, Conway, Dozier, Harris, 

Hasegawa, Holy, McCune, Riccelli, Trudeau and Wagoner 
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ENGROSSED SUBSTITUTE SENATE BILL NO. 5677, as 

amended by the House, having received the constitutional 

majority, was declared passed.  There being no objection, the 

title of the bill was ordered to stand as the title of the act. 

 

MOTION 

 

At 1:05 p.m., on motion of Senator Riccelli, the Senate 

adjourned until 10 o'clock a.m. Tuesday, April 22, 2025. 

 

JOHN LOVICK, Vice President Pro Tempore of the Senate 

 

SARAH BANNISTER, Secretary of the Senate 
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